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City faces another tort claim

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

A fifth tort claim is open
against The City of Portland.

The Commercial Review
learned this week of the addition-
al tort claim, filed by former
wastewater department employ-
ee Brad Clayton. The newspaper
reported on four other open tort
claims last week as well as two
claims that have been resolved.

Also Tuesday, the special judge
in a lawsuit filed against the city
by clerk-treasurer Lori Phillips
issued an order in that case.

In aclaim filed June 10, Clayton
alleges that co-workers had
knowledge of his private Family

Clayton has second complaint
regarding FMILA information;
judge issues order in Phillips suit

Medical Leave Act information
and details of his personal med-
ical history that he did not dis-
close. It says Clayton met with
Phillips and alleges that she told
him the Family Medical Leave
Act information and details were

public information. It adds that
Phillips shared Clayton’s private
medical history at a Portland
Board of Works public hearing.
It also alleges that Phillips,
while on government property,
made a phone call to her mother

during which she disclosed Clay-
ton’s leave status and his diag-
noses. (It says the call was record-
ed.)

“This action constitutes a vio-
lation of federal HIPAA laws as
she owed a duty to keep private
medical information confiden-
tial, and then subsequently
breached said duty by knowingly,
recklessly, and negligently reveal-
ing such information without Mr.
Clayton’s permission,” the claim
says.

Like the other claims, it does
not specify damages being
sought.

McKinney & Company of
Muncie is representing Clay-

ton. The law firm did not
respond to The Commercial
Review’s request for comment
on the tort claim before dead-
line.

Motion granted

Special Judge Douglas K.
Mawhorr granted a motion
from Phillips for a joint case
management order in her law-
suit against the city. Mawhorr
gave the parties involved 30
days to submit their proposals.

A joint case management
order establishes a shared time-
line for pretrial proceedings
leading to a trial.

See Claim page 2
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Portland Park Board discussed its proposed 2026 budget during its meeting Tuesday, with board president Brian
Ison noting some proposed increases. He said the board’s budget has stayed mostly flat while adding amenities following
the opening of Hudson Family Park (playground pictured above) in 2011. The board is requesting additional funds to help
with repairs, equipment replacement, capital projects, pond improvements at Hudson to mitigate erosion and paving of
driveways, parking lots and trails.

Park board looks at spending requests

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

The parks budget has
stayed mostly flat for
years.

More funding is being
sought in order to keep
up with maintenance.

Portland Park Board
discussed the proposed
2026 budget for the
parks, including possi-
ble increases in various
areas, during its meet-

ing Tuesday.
Park board president
Brian Ison, who

answered questions at
Portland City Council’s
last meeting regarding
the budget, noted the
increases that are being
requested. The request-
ed increases include:
«An additional $35,000
for park repairs and

«An  increase of
$29,000, to a total of
$79,000, for capital proj-
ects

+$25,000 for a new line
item for edging and
other improvements at

the Hudson Family Park
pond
sAn  increase of

$5,000, to a total of
$50,000, for paving work

“Our budget really
has been underfunded
for the number of parks
that we have had,” said
Ison. “As we’ve added on
to Hudson park and any
other growth that we’ve
had, we’ve not really
had much of a growth
in our budget to handle
any repair and replace.
So, our request is for us
to get back to that level
where we should be ...”

The Commeril Revie/Ray Cooney

Pickleball courts that were constructed at Milton Miller Park on the
north side of Portland in 2023 are among the new amenities that have been
added to the city’s park system in recent years. Street and parks department
superintendent Matt Shauver reported Tuesday that a bank of lights from the

Israel
expands
attacks
beyond
Gaza

Strikes
targeted
Hamas
leaders
in Qatar

By NABIH BULOS
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

BEIRUT Israel
launched what Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
called a “surgical, preci-
sion strike” on Hamas’
political leadership Tues-
day in the Qatari capital,
Doha, killing six people in
a barrage Qatari authori-
ties condemned as a “cow-
ardly Israeli attack.”

The attack came as
Israel is ramping up for
a full invasion of Gaza
City, warning residents to
evacuate ahead of a
ground operation even as
it continues in stalled
negotiations with Hamas
militants.

In a televised address,
Netanyahu said the attack
was part of Israel’s vow to
hunt down perpetrators of
the Hamas-led Oct. 7, 2023,
attack in southern Israel.

“Today, Israel and I kept
that promise,” he said.
“The days are over when
terror leaders can enjoy
immunity.”

Hamas, in a statement,
said all of its negotiating
team — which was meet-
ing to discuss the latest
ceasefire proposal from
President Donald Trump
— survived, but that five
members of the militant
group were Killed, along
with a Qatari security offi-
cer. The attack, Hamas
said, “confirms beyond
doubt that Netanyahu and
his government do not
want to reach any agree-
ment.”

Videos and television
broadcasts showed black
smoke rising from build-
ings in Doha’s Katara dis-
trict, a normally quiet res-
idential area where sever-
al of Hamas’ top-ranking
members have lived for
years. One video depicts
pedestrians running and
screaming as a pair of
explosions echoes through
the neighborhood.

Hamas is one of several
groups Qatar has allowed
on its soil as part of its

replacements See Budget page 2 adjacent baseball/softball diamond will be rotated to light the courts. growing reputation as a
regional facilitator.
See Gaza page 2
Deaths Weather In review Coming up N
I
The high temperature was The Jay County Chainsaw Thursday — Results from —_—

Raiden Clark, stillborn,

Hartford City
Details on page 2.

78 degrees Tuesday in Jay
County. The low was 49.

Tonight’s low is expected to
be in the lower 50s. Expect
sunny skies Friday with a
high in the lower 80s. Highs
will stay in the 80s through
early next week.

See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Carving Invitational will run the JCHS girls
Friday through Sunday at Jay
County Fairgrounds. The
event will feature live chain-
saw carving, axe throwing,
food and other activities. It
will be open from 10 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sunday.

meeting.

against Wapahani.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Jay County Council

Saturday — Coverage of the
JCHS football game against
Class 2A No. 1 Adams Central.

soccer game

9 n08LO0CZTIBT



Page 2

The Commercial Review
Thursday, September 11, 2025

Budget ...

Continued from page 1

He also noted areas of the budg-
et that have been pulled back,
including a reduction of $25,000
from the original proposal for
contractual work related to devel-
oping the next five-year park
plan.

Ison added that the park board
continues to work on partnering
with outside organizations, such
as the Portland Rockets, Portland
Junior League and Jay County
Pee Wee Football, to split the cost
of facility upgrades.

The board also addressed the
budget as related to Portland
Water park, with Ison noting that
the board was already under
water on its $20,000 budget for
repairs and maintenance before

the facility opened for 2025. Its
budget request for 2026 is $70,000.

To help control the budget, Ison
asked the board and parks staff
to think about staffing at the
water park. He brought up the
possibilities of limiting the num-
ber of features that are open in
order to reduce the number of
lifeguards needed as well as
adjusting staffing at the conces-
sion stand.

He said if any changes are to
be made, it will be important to
make them in advance and com-
municate with all involved.

Ison reminded the board that
the public hearing and first read-
ing of the budget is slated for
Monday, with a vote on adoption
planned for Oct. 6.

During his update, parks man-
ager Ronnie Reynolds said work
has started on the basketball
court at Milton Miller Park and
tree trimming at Haynes Park is
scheduled to begin Friday. The
only other project slated for this
fall involves electrical upgrades
at Portland Memorial Park’s
Runkle-Miller Field.

In other business, the board:

«Discussed installing security
cameras in the area of the east
gazebo at Hudson Family Park.

sLearned from street and
parks department superintend-
ent Matt Shauver that plans are
to turn a bank of lights from the
baseball/softball diamond at
Milton Miller Park to cover the
pickleball courts. They will be

on a timer. 4TC Corporation is
donating the work.

*Talked about a proposal to
install new overhead doors on the
press box and concession stand at
Runkle-Miller Field. Ison reported
that the Portland Rockets, who use
the field, are not yet ready to make
a financial commitment. The proj-
ect will be tabled until the team is
ready to move forward.

«Heard from Shauver that Plant,
Hoe and Hope garden club plans to
donate three trees to the park sys-
tem. He said two trees will be plant-
ed in the dog park at Hudson Fam-
ily Park in order to provide shade
in that area. The other will be a
memorial tree, and members of the
club plan to visit the October park
board meeting to provide details.

CR almanac

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
9/12 9/13 9/14 9/15 9/16
- > )
83/56 | 86/63 | 88/57 | 83/53 | 84/54
Friday's Saturday’s There’'s a Sunny Tuesday's
weather looks | forecast shows | slight chance | skies are in | weather
like sunny | @ 5 to 10 mph | of showers or | the forecast | looks like
skies with | wind.  Other- | thunderstorms | for Monday | mostly sunny
highs in the | wise, mostly | Sunday with | when there’s | skies with a
mid 80s. cloudy. slight winds | @ 5 to 10 | high in the
expected. mph wind. mid 80s.

Lotteries

Powerball Daily Three: 7-2-0
Estimated jackpot: $33 ~ Daily Four: 8-7-2-3
million Quick Draw: 3-9-10-21-

24-30-38-40-43-59-61-62-64-

INDOT asks feds for

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s Department of
Transportation has asked
its federal counterpart to
temporarily excuse it from
diverse contractor require-
ments, which the state’s

attorney general has
dubbed ‘“unconstitution-
al.”

The Hoosier State is the
first to request a waiver, fil-
ing with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation
late last month, according
to a Tuesday news release.
The move was prompted by
a preliminary injunction
in a federal case featuring
a disgruntled Indiana sub-
contractor.

“I am a firm believer in
offering equal opportunity
for all to compete and suc-
ceed,” Gov. Mike Braun

granted, this waiver will
further position Indiana as
a state one would want to
do business with and as a
place to grow your busi-
ness.”

U.S. Department of
Transportation regula-
tions require state and
local transportation agen-
cies that receive highway,
transit and airport assis-
tance to establish contract-
ing goals for the participa-
tion of “disadvantaged
business enterprises” that
are majority owned and
controlled by “socially and
economically disadvan-
taged individuals.”

Anyone can qualify as
disadvantaged — subjected
to racial, ethnic or cultural
prejudice — on a case-by-
case basis. But some are
presumed to be disadvan-
taged: women and Black,
Hispanic, Native and

There are personal net
worth, business size and
gross receipts standards,
however.

“Forcing INDOT to pri-
oritize contractors based
on race or gender is
unconstitutional and
undermines fair competi-
tion,” said Indiana Attor-
ney General Todd Rokita,
who authored a Friday let-
ter in support of the
agency’s waiver request.

The letter, also signed by
the attorneys general of 16
other states, argued that
white or male business
owners don’t benefit from
the “race and gender pre-
sumption.” That’s “plain-
ly” discriminatory and
therefore unconstitution-
al, the letter added.

In the release, Rokita
said a granted waiver
“would be a critical step
toward ensuring that Indi-

Obituaries

Raiden Azaiah Clark, Hart-
ford City, the grandson of a
Portland man, was stillborn
on Sept. 8. A graveside serv-
ice will be held at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday at I0OOF Cemetery in
Montpelier.

The Commercial Review
publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

waiver

ects are awarded based on
merit, not arbitrary classi-
fications, and aligns with
our constitutional duty to
uphold equal protection
under the law.”

Under its proposed
waiver, INDOT would go
“race- and gender-neu-
tral.”

A new methodology for
setting goals and certify-
ing businesses would con-
sider how available eco-
nomically disadvantaged
small businesses are in
certain geographies and
industries, according to
the release.

The agency asked for a
three-year exemption,
which would end around
the time the agency’s next
disparity study is expect-
ed to be complete. The
results will be used to cre-
ate a new disadvantaged
business goal based “sole-

Daily Four: 5-3-1-0
Quick Draw: 7-8-10-12-
15-18-25-28-33-38-42-45-46-

Mega Mi“ions 69-70-71-72-77-78-80
6-43-52-64-65 .
Mega Ball: 22 Ohio
- . . Tuesday
Estimated jackpot: .
$381 million Midday
Pick 3: 3-2-9
H . Pick 4: 4-5-6-2
oosier Pick 5: 6-9-0-3-9
Tuesday Evening
Midday Pick 3: 2-8-5
Daily Three: 4-9-9 Pick 4: 5-0-2-0

Pick 5: 9-6-4-0-2
Rolling Cash: 5-18-29-
32-39

48-49-50-51-53-72-73 Estimated jackpot:
Evening $140,000
Cooper Farms Dec. beans............... 10.26
Fort Recovery Wheat ......ccoceneenee. 4.72
(070) 5's FORURUURRUUTRRR 4.07
Oct. corn ... ADM .
Dec. corn.................. 417 Montpelier
[616)'4 5 VHSU 3.91
POET Biorefining %ate Sept. corn ........ 3.91
Portland €ANS ..vvveeeeeirreeanns 9.86
C 119 Late Sept. beans ...... 9.86
(0) 4 0 PET PP . Wheat ooveeeee 4.66
Oct./Nov. corn ........ 4.02
Dec. corn.................. 4.22 Heartland
The Andersons ot o™ 4o
Richland Township  Late Sept. corn ........4.02
(070) 1 s ISR 3.97 BeansS........ceceeennne. 9.66
Oct. corn ................. 3.94 Late Sept. beans .....9.66
Beans.......cccovveeennnn 9.86 Wheat .....ccvveeneenn. 4.52

Today in history

In 1941, construction
started on the Pentagon
in Virginia. The building
serves as the United
States Department of
Defense headquarters.

In 1967, “The Carol
Burnett Show” debuted
on CBS. The comedy
show became a regular
program each Saturday
night for years, lasting 11
seasons.

In 2001, an American
Airlines Boeing 767
crashed into the north
tower of the World Trade
Center in New York City.
A second plane crashed
into the south tower less
than 20 minutes later,

and another plane
crashed into the west
side of the Pentagon mil-
itary headquarters in

Washington, D.C. A
fourth plane — the pas-
sengers fought the

hijackers to gain control
— crashed into a field in
Pennsylvania. The infa-
mous attack by terrorist
group Al-Qaeda led to the
war on terrorism.

In 2008, a fire broke
out in the Channel Tun-
nel connecting England
and France, leading offi-
cials to close the “Chun-
nel” until the following
year.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board pub-
lic hearing, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Local
Schools, community

room, high school, 400
E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

said in the release. “If

Claim ...

Continued from page 1

Phillips, who is suing the city, its
police department, Mayor Jeff
Westlake and Police Chief Dustin
Mock, alleges that she has been the
focus of “torment, harassment and
defamation” by the city’s police
department. In that claim, she says
Mock and Hopkins reviewed and
distributed video footage of Phillips
exercising in the city’s exercise
room and that those recordings
included her private telephone con-
versations.

Other claims

The city is currently facing three
other tort claims, including another
by Clayton — Miller, Burry & Brown
of Decatur is representing him in
that action — in which he alleges he
was berated by wastewater depart-
ment superintendent Brad Dues and

Asian Americans.

that city representatives, including
mayor Jeff Westlake, spread infor-
mation about him and his job.

It also says allegations made dur-
ing the Dec. 17, 2024, board of works
meeting regarding his work, atti-
tude and missed time were untrue
and unsubstantiated.

At that meeting, Phillips reported
that Clayton had been working for
another department while taking
time off from Portland. Dues also
provided a letter to the board of
works regarding the situation.
Phillips noted communication
issues between Clayton and Dues,
and Westlake said he had consulted
with city attorney Wes Schemenaur
and he agreed there were grounds
for termination based on city ordi-
nance and policies. The board of
works voted unanimously to termi-
nate Clayton’s employment.

ana’s transportation proj-

ly” on economic criteria.

Former police officer Patrick
Long alleges incidents of harass-
ment and other issues. He alleges
attempts to coerce him to misrepre-
sent facts during an investigation
and says leadership of the police
department disregarded policy on
various occasions.

Kyle Denney, another former
police officer, alleges that Westlake
made statements that included alle-
gations of misconduct against him.
It adds that Jay County Probation
Office employee Ashley Reynolds
made defamatory statements about
Denney to his superiors in the
police department.

Additional tort claims filed by
former Portland police officer
Chris Jack and Angel Cox, who was
a Jay County Sheriff’s Office
employee, in June 2024 are no
longer active.

Gaza ...

Continued from page 1

Qatar agreed to host a
political office for Hamas
at the request of the U.S.
government, it says, and
has hosted repeated medi-
ation efforts between
Hamas and Israel over the
last 23 months of the war

in Gaza.
In its statement, the
Israeli military said,

“Measures were taken in
order to mitigate harm to
civilians, including the
use of precise munitions

and additional intelli-
gence.”
But Qatari Foreign Min-

istry spokesman Majed Al
Ansari, in a furious state-
ment on X, described the
strike as “a criminal
assault (that) constitutes a
blatant violation of all
international laws and
norms, and poses a serious
threat to the security and
safety of Qataris and resi-
dents in Qatar.”

SERVICES

Saturday
Donnally, Jacquelin: | p.m,,
Church of the Most Holy Trinity,
7321 Indiana 67, Bryant.
Clark, Raiden: 3 p.m., IOOF

Cemetery, Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

* Flyers
* Posters
e Graphic Design

¢ Business Cards

o Letterhead

e Carbonless Forms

e Envelopes

" Quality Color Copies

FEATURING 28# WHITE DIGITAL COPIER

® Brochures

e Customized Forms

Communicate in color with our high-quality and
highly affordable, four-color copying services.
Whether it’s a business presentation or a
personal project, our friendly, helpful staff gets
your job done quickly and easily.

Prompt Turnaround ¢ Rush Service Available

GRAPHIC
~ PRINTING

309 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

print@thecr.com

260-7126-8141

BOND AS OUR STANDARD PAPER

PRINTING
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‘Safe Sitter’ classes are available

By MELANIE VINSON
Healthy Beginnings is a
program at IU Health Jay
that supports expecting
families in Jay and Black-
ford counties. Support is
provided during pregnan-
cy and the postnatal peri-
od through the child's first
18 months of life. Free pre-
natal classes are offered
along with a car seat pro-
gram, diaper and food
assistance, bereavement
support as well as many
events in the community.

What is Safe Sitter?
Safe Sitter is a program
developed in the 1980s by a
doctor named Patricia
Keener. Keener worked in
an emergency department
that received a small child
whose adult babysitter

Your
Health §& «
Matters -

didn't know what to do
when she began to choke.
By the time the child
arrived at the hospital, it
was too late, and she had
passed away. Keener
became inspired, knowing
that many young teens
watch their younger sib-
lings and family members.
She decided to create Safe
Sitter, where teenage care-
givers can learn safety
and rescue skills for
babysitting.

What topics are covered
during the class?

Safe Sitter covers a wide
range of topics to prepare
young individuals for
responsible caregiving.
Safety skills include
indoor, outdoor, online
(which is increasingly
important) and personal
safety. Participants also
learn childcare skills like
diaper changing, age-
appropriate behavior
management techniques
and engaging activities.

The program includes
first aid and rescue skills,
from handling minor
issues like nosebleeds to
responding to choking
incidents and more seri-
ous injuries that may
require emergency servic-
es. Students are also

trained in infant and child
CPR.

In addition to caregiving,
Safe Sitter teaches valuable
life and business skills.
These include how to evalu-
ate job opportunities, set
fair rates for services,
understand when it’s
appropriate to cancel and
how to do so professionally:

Who can enroll?

The recommendations
for enrollment are chil-
dren and teens aged 11 to
14 years. However, chil-
dren as young as 10 and
teens up through age 15
have taken the class. Any-
time an older sibling or
child will be supervising
younger children, it is rec-
ommended they take the
class.

How long is the class?
Class lasts six hours,
with a short graduation
demonstration at the end.
This allows guardians to
observe the students
demonstrate the safety
and rescue skills they
have learned. Training is
completed in a classroom
setting but includes lots of
games and activities to
keep them engaged and
help retain the informa-
tion. Students also receive
a safe sitter kit at the grad-
uation ceremony that is
very useful during their
babysitting jobs.

Are there any prerequi-
sites?

Anyone can enroll, even
if they have no intention
of babysitting. They will

still learn important skills
that can be useful in other
areas of life.

How can someone find
out more about Safe
Sitter?

For more information
on local classes, email
Melanie Vinson at mvin-
son3@iuhealth.org or call
(765) 760-2773. There are
also several classes avail-
able in Muncie. To see
availabilities or register,
visit iuhealth.org/child-
birth.

Vinson is the Healthy
Beginnings childbirth edu-
cation coordinator and
clinical nurse-ambulatory
navigator at IU Health Jay
and IU Health Ball Memo-
rial hospitals.

Man continues to harass with rude comments

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I walk around a local lake
three times a week. We met
another couple there who
seemed pleasant until the hus-
band tried to give me his doc-
tor’s name so I could “Get that
‘thing’ removed.” (“That
thing” being the beauty mark
next to my smile.) I told him I
wasn’t interested.

The next time we met, he
brought it up again. The third
time he raised the subject, he told
me most people would get mad at
him for his advice, but “You're
tough, you can take it.” The last
three times we’ve run into them,
he has questioned my body lan-
guage. “What’s going on with
your hands?” “Why are you
doing that with your fingers?”
“Look at you! You look like you're
ready to strangle me.” Or he’ll
comment on my clothing: “What
are those, socks?”

Abby, I am not thin-skinned,
but I’ve had enough. This guy
smiles and laughs, amusing
himself while making me
uncomfortable. I've begun to
walk past the couple while
smiling and wishing them a
pleasant day.

Yesterday, the man called
out, “Stop!” I continued, but
my husband paused to talk. I
find the man to be obnoxious,
but he clearly thinks I'm the
one with bad behavior. I see
this escalating into a real prob-
lem, and I'd like to avoid trou-
ble. The only way to quietly

solve this is to find somewhere
else to walk in the morning.
My husband disagrees.

Abby, what is the best way to
handle this? I no longer look
forward to our morning walks.
Just because I'm “tough and
can take it” doesn’t mean I
should be subjected to his teas-
ing. I'm becoming the bad guy
in this scenario, and I don’t
like it. Please advise.
AVOIDING IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR AVOIDING: You are
not the bad guy. Frankly, the
man seems a little off. You
are not required to interact
with anyone who makes you
uncomfortable. If your hus-
band wants to chat with
him, he should do it when
you are not present. If he
isn’t sensitive enough to rec-
ognize that, you should keep
walking or find another
route.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I are in our 70s. We are in
reasonably good shape. That
said, I have hip replacements,
and my knees and hips have
become sore from the stairs I
must climb every day.

We have a lovely large home,
but I know it’s time to move to
senior living like my many
friends who are making the
transition now.

My husband ignores my
entreaties. “I will leave this
house only feet first,” he
retorts every time I say the
stairs are too much for me.
Abby, I bring my clothes down-
stairs in a bag every day to
avoid another climb. I am mak-
ing every accommodation I can
and am now considering
divorce as an option.

The bottom line is, my hus-
band is a selfish old man.

Every social group he belongs
to and the beautiful home he
refuses to leave have all been
my doing. I have also been an
equal breadwinner. Forget
counseling. He has a counsel-
ing degree. Have any advice? —
END OF MY ROPE IN MICHI-
GAN

DEAR END: I sure do, and
it’s going to cost your selfish
husband a bundle. Start
pricing stair chair lifts or
small elevators for your
lovely large home. If your
husband is reluctant, point
out that it will be cheaper
than a divorce.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call

Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month at Jay
Community Center.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate
Wednesday’s Solution
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nine-by nine grid so that

each column, each row,and | 81415]3[1[{7]12[9]6

each of the nine threeby- 12|97 |8|6l3|5]4
three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains 7]5|6)9[4[3]1]8]2

the digits from 1 to Qonly J4|3[8)1(5]|2]9|6]|7

one time each. olsl4als5l9l116|7]3

511(3])6]|7(8]4]2](9
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(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For

more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Wi
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
pm., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as

well as help with the needs
of the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank St.,
Portland. Hours are 1 to 5
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m. the
third Monday of each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one to
suicide. To register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at (260)
251-3259.

Tuesday

JAY COUNTY PAS-
TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 11:30 a.m. on
the third Tuesday of each
month in the chapel at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital.

PART-TIME

oPPORTUAITY

Inserter

Hours vary each week

Apply at
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Justice should release Epstein files

The Detroit News
Tribune New Service

When Republicans believed for-
mer President Bill Clinton was
immersed in the Jeffrey Epstein
sex trafficking scandal, they were
all about demanding the Biden
administration Justice Depart-
ment to investigate him.

Now that Democrats are con-
vinced the files implicate Trump,
they are willing to risk throwing
Clinton under the bus and have
replaced Republicans in the cho-
rus demanding full transparency
regarding the Epstein probe.

There’s only one way to end the
rampant speculation, damaging
to both presidents and a host of
other individuals whose names
have been tied to Epstein’s sex
ring. And that’s to release the
files.

There’s really no reason not to
make them public. Epstein died
of an apparent 2019 suicide while
being held in a New York City jail,

Guest
Editorial

where he was awaiting prosecu-
tion on the child sex trafficking
and exploitation charges.

His accomplice and paramour,
Ghislaine Maxwell, was convict-
ed of child sex trafficking and is
serving a 20-year sentence.

If there are ongoing criminal
investigations against any other
individuals, the Justice Depart-
ment has the ability to redact or
withhold any related materials.

The rest should be made public.

Of most interest would be the
client list, if it exists, of those
who flew on Epstein’s Lolita
Express jet along with the under-
age girls who were on board. Both

Trump and Clinton appear on the
jet’s flight logs.

Maxwell told a Justice Depart-
ment lawyer she never saw
Trump “in an inappropriate set-
ting,” according to transcripts of
the interview.

Of Clinton, the former socialite
says he was her friend, not
Epstein’s, and said she had no
knowledge of him visiting the
island. When officers arrived at
Epstein’s home to arrest him,
they found a painting of Clinton
in a blue dress and red heels
prominently displayed.

In February, Attorney General
Pam Bondi claimed the Epstein
client list was “sitting on my
desk.” But in July, the Justice
Department and FBI said there is
no such incriminating inventory
of individuals who frolicked with
Epstein.

Which is true?

Last Wednesday, women who

say they were exploited by
Epstein and Maxwell stood out-
side the Capitol and demanded
the release of the Epstein files.
They were joined by a host of
Democratic lawmakers, as well as
Republicans Thomas Massie of
Kentucky and Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia.

Massie and California Democ-
rat Ro Khanna are attempting to
gather the 218 representative sig-
natures required for a discharge
petition to move a bill demanding
the release of the files to a full
House vote. They are four names
short. Nancy Mace of South Car-
olina and Lauren Bobert of Col-
orado are the only other Republi-
cans to sign the petition.

The discharge effort is opposed
by Republican House Speaker
Mike Johnson, who at one time
was a proponent of transparency
in the Epstein case. Republicans
tried to head off the petition by

releasing 30,000 pages of Epstein
documents, which reportedly
contain mostly old information.

As for Trump, when asked
about the discharge petition, he
repeated his recent claims that
the whole matter is “a Democrat-
ic hoax.” The president had pre-
viously said he was open to
releasing the files. Now he says
there’s nothing of interest in
them. Trump says his friendship
with Epstein broke when the fin-
ancier recruited young women
staffers away from his Mar-a-
Lago resort.

A House committee continues
to examine the Epstein files, but
seems to have lost its sense of
urgency.

If there isnothing in the files to
incriminate Trump, it would be
in his best interest to have the
files opened and put the rumors
to rest. He should order Bondi to
release them.

FINALLY,
OME THING

THAT WILL
S TRACT
FROM TUE
EFSTEIN

FILES.
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Our factory jobs are not coming back

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

A fantastically high share of
our debate over economic poli-
cy involves a false lesson of the
China Shock and its effect on
factory jobs and communities.
The real lesson is that educa-
tion matters — and that has
been decidedly ignored.

In 2001, the U.S. fully opened
trade with China, which had
slowly been growing its
imports worldwide. From 1990
until 2007, when the recession
stopped the growth of imports,
the U.S. lost 4.2 million factory
jobs. That was the China
Shock.

Most of the job losses during
the China Shock were due to
automation of factories, not
trade with China. Here’s the
big picture: While we lost fac-
tory jobs, the economy was
actually booming. From 1990 to
2007, America created 29 mil-
lion new jobs overall. The
problem? These new jobs
required different skills than
factory work.

All 29 million of those new
jobs went to people with col-
lege degrees or some college
training. Workers with only
high school diplomas were left

Michael
J. Hicks

behind. So, men (and it was
mostly men) who lost factory
jobs between 1990 and 2007 had
few good labor market options
other than going back to
school.

The educational divide of
the China Shock is so pro-
nounced that it appears in
regional data across cities and
states. We can see this by divid-
ing urban counties into two
groups — those with above-
average college graduation
rates and those below. The edu-
cated counties captured more
than 100% of economic growth
from 1990-2007. The other half
actually shrunk.

This educational divide is
driving much of our current
populist policy debate. We're
focusing on “left behind
places” with policies designed
to bring back factory jobs;

however, the places that felt
the bulk of job losses from
1990-2007 were simply not pre-
pared for a modern economy.
Schools were weak and ineffec-
tive, and a scant share of
young people headed off to col-
lege. When jobs disappeared,
the educated left.

Still, the human toll of
neglecting places is trivial
compared to the neglect of
individuals and families. The
real tragedy isn’t that some
communities declined, it’s that
we failed to give people the
education they needed to adapt
and thrive elsewhere.

The grand lesson of the
China Shock was that well-edu-
cated workers living in cities
full of better-educated workers
thrived, even when facing deep
factory job losses. Education
made these places more
resilient, causing new busi-
nesses to relocate there and
acting as a magnet for dis-
placed workers.

The uniquely disappointing
aspect is how ill-prepared most
places were for change that
announced itself in the 1950s
and 1960s. Judging from the
number of elected officials

The grand lesson of the
China Shock was that well-educated
workers living in cities full of
better-educated workers thrived,
even when facing
deep factory job losses.

who think prosperity is just
one more tax cut away, most
Hoosiers haven’t made the
mental leap to the 21st centu-
ry.

But, in the nearly two
decades since the China Shock
ended, too many elected lead-
ers are foisting that old lie on
young people — that factory
jobs will return. They won't.

Worse still, Indiana has cut
spending on education of all
types. In fact, our state hasn’t
spent this small a share of our
GDP on education for several
decades. At the moment that it
became blindingly obvious
that prosperity would only

attach itself to well-educated
places, we decided to follow a
different path.

I sure hope this time is dif-
ferent, but if there’s one thing
I've learned in researching
local economic growth for
more than a quarter century,
the next time is almost never
different.

Hicks is the director of the
Center for Business and Eco-
nomic Research and the George
and Frances Ball distinguished
professor of economics in the
Miller College of Business at
Ball State University. Email
him at mhicks@bsu.edu.
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No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw Portland

(260) 726-9647
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Insurance

Insurance made simple
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www.portins.com
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Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home

The Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726 7171
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1| DW.JONES CHAPEL

.1, S, Wotuwis

SINCE 1886

A Century-long fradition of service

Owner - Director
Wichael 9. Shannon
Locally owned and operated
JONES CHAPEL
Redkey
765-369-2016

Dunkirk
765-768-6012

Ridgeville Farmland
765-857-2288 765-468-6320

MIDDLETON CHAPEL  MILLER CHAPEL ||
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Used Auto and
Truck Parts

|| www.williamsautopartsinc.com

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

All inventory online
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Swiss Village, Inc.

Independent Duplex Homes
Independent Living Apartments
Residential & Assisted Living
Short Term Rehabilitation
Healthcare & Dementia Care
Therapy Services

Berne, IN = 260.589.3173 = www.swissvillage.org
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“Where the
MEMBERS
are the OWNERS”

{ FINANCIAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

(765) 768-6554
18919 N. Highway 167 N

Dunkirk. IN
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number; services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Josh Arthur
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.,
a.m.
asburyministries.org

11

Bellefountain

United Methodist
440 S. 600 East
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul

Corner of Treaty Line
Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon

(260) 726-2373

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise

(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in
umec.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort
Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union
City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and
avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Chicago

Collett Nazarene

450 South, 1 mile west of
U.S. 27

Billy Stanton

(260) 251-2403

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene

226 E. Center St
Dunkirk

Tom Fett

(765) 768-6199

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200
Dunkirk
Mark Acree
(260) 251-0987
Services: 10 a.m.

South,

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland

Ronald Willis

(260) 726-4844

Services: 11 a.m., 6:30
p.m. Wednesday

thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-
land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40

5 p.m.

a.m.,

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,
Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
feeftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist
341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6
p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,
Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6
p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

(419) 375-4680

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Kids vision and teen
ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay

(304) 617-0101

Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle
468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30
p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.
Wednesday

Gilead Church

County road 650 North,
one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street

United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,
Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2
miles east of Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Immaculate
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon

Fr. Martin Sandhage

(260) 726-7055

Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt

(419) 375-4153

Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church
216 W. Pleasant
Dunkirk
Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

St.,

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East
and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m.

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East

Aaron Huey

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Oak Grove

United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union
City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham

(260) 726-7777

Bible class: 9:15 a.m.

Services: 10:20 a.m.

Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

portlandcoc.com

Portland First

Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield

(765) 584-7045

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,
Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920

Services: 10 a.m.

RedkeyFaith.org

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene
801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
('765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-
tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m.
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips

(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,
5:30 p.m. Thursday

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist
17920 Indiana
Dunkirk
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
Tpillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church

at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

167,

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St.,
Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-
porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Fort

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore

(260) 726-8391

Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Services: 10:15 a.m.

portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant

Interim Pastor Chris
Kruchkow

(260) 849-0687

Services: 10:20 a.m., 6
p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North
and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-
christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm
ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.

This Area
Church page is
made possible

through

the courtesy of
the following
sponsors!

T T T

T

1 1 L 1

1 |

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod

Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We
Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

)

pak-a-sak

We're your
Convenience
Store and a
whole lot more!

Albany
Hardware

209 W. State St.
Albany, IN 47320

765-789-4284

WINDOW
REPAIR
&
SCREEN
REPAIR

PIPE

INSULATION SEED

PAINT
BIRD

T

Behind every project is a

Thue Y alue.

Portland True Value

Shop Local

Save Time * Save Money
(260) 726-6263

1100 N. Meridian St.

Portland, IN

Arm S Auto Bod

260.726.7343

Mike Blowers, Owner

801 N. Wayne Sireet - Portland, IN
Quality Work Since 1949
All Makes & Models
All Insurance Companies

Hours: M-F 8to 5

()%mzwk/{&e/

(CB()(m({l/ Jalon

(765) 768-7375

Candi Hatzell

206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

T 1
T

MAY

FINANCIAL

I @ GROUP, LLC

LIFE « HEALTH

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE

SUPPLEMENTS
DENTAL & VISION
JEFF HALL
MATT FRANKS

your hometown agents
(260) 729-5200

DA

00 Income Tax Preparation
00 Accounting/Bookeeping

o0 Payroll & Payroll Taxes

111202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716

Systems

Complete Septic

Backhoe * Dozer
Hauling * Trenching
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,

p 260.726.2230

Portland

I
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CREEDBUNE com .

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

2025 Bil Keune, Ing
Dist. by King Faatures Synd
www familycircus.com

“But my brain isn’t hungry.”

DON'T YOU?7

%1573 Pearuts Woricwii L, 7. by Ao Mableai

= FokEs

NOTCHES INTO YOUR
S5TUPID DOGHOUSE?
I SURE DON'TY

o

7lo7 G eI, 9| = ’ al = e
Peanuts
YOU THINK CO||  WELL M NOT! 1 COULDN'T PLEASE TELL ME!
EVERYONE
scriots | o [l WHOE S | |\ CARE LESS! —

WWW.ANDADY.CM

©2025 UFS Inc.

eemaws LAUNDRY
FOLDING TECHNIQUES

T

£
TOMORROW.

@207 . T CoPMRAN DesT Ay CREATORS. Ci

LY sK) 11

Z

UH-OH... BETTER
START POKING
AROUND FOR
BEAKERS AND
WHATNOT.

WHAT'S FOR
DINNERY

woa sioTpuRIH

2025 Camicand, in. Distibutsd by King 74

Between Friends

IF Yow REARLIM WANT
THE DiSTiLLERY J6B,
WHY NoT GWE IT ATRY?

DouT HAMSTRING
YOURSELF B4 TRUING To
Guess THE "PerFeeT"
DEetisioN

YOU PICK UP YOUR
TOYS. T'LL PICK UP
SOME PIZZA.

JUsT BELAUSE You
: TRU SOMETHING, T
I DOESNT MEAN s A

... JUST LIKE You
CAN ALWAUYS JusT
LEAVE HERE

[— FRIEDA

NO, B

{EVERYBODY! j—|*

A b

ON CHOCOLATE )\

—-»/- — 17
Lol (WE CAN MAKE A MINI CAKE |4
Jaso— FOR EACH OF THEM 1w

b
i

L. ( ‘ 3

N \ “; ,‘_mr/

Qs%
@

Blondie

| LTUIS IS HAVE YOU EVER L} FREDDY INSISTS IF |T WEREN'T

Snuffy Smith

NEVER BE
BORING

I'D HAVE TO  +
CLOSE UP SHOP

I'M GONNA WRITE YA A PERSCRIPTION FER
ZYLAKORDOOZAFARMAXOPERTALAZEX !

-1l

ITS /—‘\\('&\IE\»J ALL-IN-ONE
EV'RYTHIN'

TAKE FER
THAT AILS YA !

World nghts reserved.

leamicskinggom comfoamey-gooak

w2025 by King Faalu

Beetle Bailey

BEETLE LOVES
THE NEW

ELECTRIC
JEEP

ies Syndicata,

Comicana, nc. Distributed by King Feau

©rpzs

GRES+MORT WA LKER.

HEGETS TO SNOOZE
WHILE IT CHARGES

Auts Sales & Sewsice, Tne.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

\ Von Schrader Dry
) ! Foam Cleaning

A
i
vl

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

WOODWORKING

Kitchens,
Bathrooms,
Interior Trim,

Windows,

Doors, Siding,
Decks, Drywall,
and Painting

(260)-227-0875

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

Trump mismanagement

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
482
YK
¢KQJ963
®A T4
WEST EAST
Q4 & 109
Y1986 YAQS
4102 754
dKE63 ®QI0752
SOUTH
AAKT653
¥7432
+AR
&0
The bidding:
North  East South  West
14 Pass 1 & Pass
24 Pass ER ) Pass
44

Opening lead — ten of hearts.

The great advantage of playing a
hand in a suit contract, rather than
notrump, is that the opponents
can’t run off a long suit. Declarer
can ruff in one hand or the other to
put a halt to the procession of win-
ners. But this advantage can some-
times be lost i declarer misman-
ages his trump suit.

Consider this case where South
was in four spades and West led a
heart. East took dummy’s jack with

Tomorrow

9-11

the queen, and, in an effort to stop
heart rufls in dummy, returned the
ten of trump. South won with the
ace and returned a heart, still hop-
ing to negotiate a heart ruff n
dummy,

East took dummy’s king with the
ace and led the nine of trump.
South had no choice but to win
with the king and attempt to run
dummy’s diamonds. But when he
played the A-K-Q, discarding a
heart, West ruffed with the queen
and cashed the nine of hearts to
put the contract down one.

The outcome was traccable not
only to East’s defense, but also to
South’s mismanagement of his
trump suit. He should have real-
ized, at trick two, the futility of
trying to rull a heart in dummy. It
was clear that Fast was determined
to prevent this. To win the trump
return and play a heart was an idle
gesture.

Instead, South should have ducked
the ten of spades lead at trick two.
Had he done this, he would have
coasted home. If FEast played
another trump, South would cash
the A-K, run the diamonds and fin-
ish with 11 tricks.

Indeed, the best Last could do if
South ducked the [irst spade would
be to cash the ace of hearts to hold
declarer to 10 tricks,

: Bidding quiz.

12025 King Features Syndicate Ine.

CRYPTOQUIP

HITK UD VDQ KJSYX HSRR

WADNINRV NT KJT WATBTAATU

UASYX DB

SYUSOSUQIRM?

IFFATMMSOT

NAQKT NTTA.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN AN OFFICER’S
TASK IS KEEPING ORDER IN A THRONG OF
PEOPLE, HE’S A REAL CROWD-POLICER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals B

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41“Give— DOWN 20 VCR
1 Damage break!” 1 Soviet button
4 Belgrade 42 Night space 21 Eggplant
resident school station — (ltalian
8 Trawler subj. 2 love, dish, for
gear 44 Some- to Ovid short)
12 Texter's what 3 Cake 22 New Age
“| think” 46 Abuja’s decora- singer
130n— country tions 23In the
with 50 “— the 4 Small style of
14 Lotion fields we taste 27 Clean the
ingre- go..” 5 Clean air floor
dient 51 Each org. 29 Audra
15 Culinary 52 Spring 6 — avis Me-
herb flower 7— Donald's
17 Tora—, 56 Com- Canyon “Gypsy”
Afghani- bine National role
stan 57 Father Park 30 Docking
18 Japanese (Fr) 8 “Lolita” spot
ruler, for 58 “Dia- author 31 Blind part
short monds” 9 North 33 Church
19 NASA, singer Caralina topper
e.g. 59 Being, to university 35 Luau
21 Singer Brutus 10 Whig's souvenir
Clark 60 Tibetan rival 38 Old map
24 ‘A spider!”  herd 11 Line of letters
25 Industri- 61 Record fashion? 40 Garden
ous book 16 Ostrich's figurines
insect suffix kin 43 Given fo
26 Sr}?)iiddeer Solution time: 24 mins. 45 tc);zgi(t;alk
28 Free S[O|DEMAIBB|AREWIHIOIA lead-in
tickets A[RIERO O|UIREREIAIRIS) 4f Scruff
32 Deli gi;””égﬁ”s 47 Wall St.
loaves :F debuts
34 Gmail SOC?ESESOL:EE 48 Sticky sub-
alter- AR OEANE BN stances
native alulr|AE[C[u[E[E[¥[E[S| 49 Location
36 Colorado [m{m[o] 1] 1 Jls|TlE[M 53 Annoy
resort S[NJL PLINIOIT] 54 Venus, to
37Sh|p BIUIL|L|IS|E|Y|E|S AlK|A Serena
poles FIR[E[EMNS[AlR T MDTAM| 55 Chow
39 ldentify ELLSISERSIPIAINEMAIYIE]  goyn
Yesterday’s answer 9.11

10 (11

THE
CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy I,
Sell !

(260) 726-8141

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 103 S Wash-
ington Street, Montpelier
IN

Saturday Morning
SEPTEMBER 27, 2025
10:00 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
1 story home built in
1950 with 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms and
1478 square feet of liv-
ing area. Home has a
gas forced air furnace,
central air, gas fireplace,
gas water heater, and a
detached 1 car garage.
Home sits on a nice
sized corner lot.
For more information or
a private showing con-
tact Loy Real Estate,
Kim Loy Broker 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer 260-726-
5160
JEAN LANDIS
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

THE
CLASSFIEDS

Find it

Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141
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Quickly ...

Continued from page 8

Maria Laux had the break-
out day of her young career,
getting her first goal in the
first half and then notching
the only score for the Patri-
ots in the second.

Three minutes after Lopez
put JCHS up 3-0, Peters took
a corner kick from the right
side and put the ball in front
of the net. A cluster of
Raiders and Patriots scram-
bled to try to get control of
the ball. Laux won that battle
and finished past Koger to
put her first tally in the
scorebook.

“Maria yesterday in
practice, she scored one of

her first goals in practice,”
said Muhlenkamp. “And it
was off of a corner, she
crashed. Maria’s got a good
instinct on finding the ball.”

At halftime, Muhlenkamp
asked her players to work on
some different aspects of
their game, knowing they
are in for a challenge Thurs-
day when they host undefeat-
ed Oak Hill (7-0-1). She want-
ed them to shoot from dis-
tance or work the ball to the
corners for crosses.

Laux delivered on one such
opportunity.

Corralling the ball in some
open space in Raider territo-
ry, she eschewed the option

of trying to dribble closer.
Instead, she launched an arc-
ing, left-footed shot that
floated over Koger and under
the crossbar into the back of
the net.

“Amazing,” said Laux. “I'm
just a freshman, so I never
scored until this game. So
that was my second career
goal ever. And to see it just be
that beautiful, hit the back
of the net, it was so amaz-
ing.”

"] saw an opportunity,” she
added. “There was an open-
ing. And I just thought,
there's no point of trying to
dribble through and lose the
ball or pass to a teammate if

I have an opening there and I
have an opportunity. I just
felt like I may as well shoot
it. There's no reason not to.
If I miss, I miss; if I make it,
then great.”

On a night when the Patri-
ots played everyone — they
made multiple massive line
changes, including pulling
everyone except goalie
Maleah Parsons with 9:40 left
— Ayla Jackson and Lloyd
also added goals. Elly Byrum
and Lopez each had an
assist.

Parsons was credited with
two saves as the Raiders
never really mounted a scor-
ing threat.

Sports on tap

Roundup ...

Continued from page 8

Grace Turner of Yorktown
earned match medalist honors
with 42 strokes, while Elizabeth
Brunswick and Alexa Ridenour
led the way for the Patriots (2-9)
with rounds of 56. Brunswick
shot bogeys on the fourth and
seventh holes, while Ridenour
made par on the fourth and a
bogey on the seventh.

Erin Aker followed one stroke
behind with a 47. She also had
two bogeys on the third and
fourth holes.

Crystal Swartzentruber
rounded out the team score with
a 59 in her first varsity appear-
ance since Thursday.

Reny Lingo carded a 60 and
Taven Bently shot 61, but nei-
ther score affected the team’s
final.

Wes-Del also competed, but
didn’t have enough for a team
score.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls golf at Delta - 5 p.m.;
Boys tennis at Bluffton - 5 p.m.; Girls soccer
vs. Oak Hill - 5:30 p.m.; Volleyball at Woodlan -
6 p.m.; Boys soccer at Yorktown — 7:30 p.m.;
JV boys soccer at Yorktown — 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high cross country Vs. Adams
Central/Bluffton — 5:30 p.m.; Junior high vol-
leyball vs. R.J. Baskett — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf at St. Henry — 4
p.m.; Girls golf vs. St. Henry — 4:30 p.m.; Vol-
leyball vs. New Bremen — 5:30 p.m.; Middle
school football at St. Henry — 5 p.m.; Middle
school volleyball at Arcanum - 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Football vs. Adams Central — 7
p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football vs. St. Henry — 7
p.m.

TV schedule

Today

5:30 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Bush’s
Beans 200 (FS1)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Kansas City Royals at
Cleveland Guardians (FOX)

8 p.m. — College football: N.C. State at
Wake Forest (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
UNOH 200 presented by Ohio Logistics (FS1)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Washington Commanders
at Green Bay Packers (FOX)

Friday

2:30 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer: Bayer Lev-
erkusen at Eintracht Frankfurt (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — College football: Indiana State
at Indiana (BTN)

7 p.m. — College volleyball: Utah at Nebras-
ka (FS1); Wisconsin at Georgia Tech (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Colorado at
Houston (ESPN)

9 p.m. — College football: Kansas State at
Arizona (FOX)

10 p.m. — College football: New Mexico at
UCLA (BTN)

10:05 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Ath-

letics (FDSN Indiana)

Local notes
Outing announced
The Adams Health Network Foundation will
host the 12th Annual Golf Classic on Sept. 12
at Wabash Valley Golf Club.
There will be two shotgun starts at 7:30

a.m. and 1 p.m. Breakfast, snacks and bever-

ages will be provided, as well as a lunch in
between flights.

The event raises funds for healthcare schol-

arships and local health initiatives in Adams
County.

For more information,
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org.

email

Chamber to host

Jay County Chamber of Commerce will host
its golf outing on Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.

Participation costs $250 per team with
lunch included. A $20 team mulligan golf ball
can be purchased as well.

Sponsorships can be purchased as well. A
lunch sponsorship will cost $500, while a gold
sponsorship will go for $450. Hole sponsor-
ships cost $100 for members and $150 for
non-members.

The deadline to register is Sept. 12. For
more info, call (260) 726-4481 or email aman-
da@jaycountychamber.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”,
email details to sports@thecr.com

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

110 HELP WANTED

110 HELP WANTED

200 FOR RENT

200 FOR RENT

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 20th,
2025
TIME 9:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 2641 E
1100 S. Montpelier IN.
TRACTORS -
CRAWLER
1968 JD 4020 D. w/
Quad-shift, Front
weights, 4900 hours.
1967 JD 2510 w/ Front
weights, 6800 hours.
Case 1030 Tractor w/
3600 hours. New Hol-
land GT-122A Lawn
Tractor w/ deck and
blade.Wheelhorse 14HP
Garden Tractor. JD
450-B Crawler Loader.

TRUCKS-MOTORCY-
CLES-FARM EQUIP-
MENT
. 1968 Chevy C50 Sin-
gle Axel Dump Truck.
2000 Chevy S10 ZR2
4x4 93,000 Miles. 1985
Chevy C30 Utility Truck
w/ Boom Lift and Snow
Plow. 2021 Harley
Davidson 1200 Model
48 w/ 2300 Miles. 2009
Kawasaki KLX 250 S
Dirt Bike w/ 708 Miles.
JD 55-A 3 Bottom Plow.
Oliver 565 4 Bottom
Plow. JD 7’ Cycle Bar
Mower. JD 4 Row Culti-
vator. New Idea 2 Row
wide Picker. . JD 24T
Square Baler. Kelly 187
Backhoe Bucket. 30 Ton
Hyd Press. Lincoln 225
Welder. . Merry Mac
Shredder Chipper. Rab-
bit Cages.
TOYS-ANTIQUES
JD, Oliver, Massey Fer-
guson, AC, Massey Har-
ris Toy Tractors. . (2) 110
Ib Anvils w/ Stands.
Corn Sheller. Misc Slate.
(4) Steel Wheels. Radio
Flyer Wagon.
OWNER: James M Rob-
bins.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Lawn Roller. 3 Hog
Feeders. Hardwood
Lumber. . Chicago 90
amp Flux Wire Welder.
Acetylene Cutting Set.
Lincoln 225 Stick
Welder. . Gone w/ the
Wind Style Lamp. Last
Supper and other Pic-
tures. Cast Iron Pot w/
Lid. Flower Bin. Quilting
Rack. Champion 12
gauge Single Shot Shot-
gun.
OWNER: Kenneth Dirk-
sen Estate.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY SEPT.
27TH, 2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 1499 N 100
W. PORTLAND, IN
RTV-TRACTOR-MOW-
ERS - MOTOR HOME-
GOLF CART.
Kubota BX2680 4WD
Tractor w/ LA 344
Loader 29.3 Hours. Fer-
ris 611 27HP Zero Turn
Commercial Mower w/
Suspension 2020 Hours.
2004 Condor Motor
Home w/ 2 Slide Outs,
Built-in Generator,
Sleeps 4, 20,875 Miles.
2022 EZ-GO Gas Lifted
Golf Cart w/ Rear Seat,
Street Legal. Paddle
Boat. Flat Bottom Boat
Trailer.

GUN -CROSSBOW
Savage 30.6 Model
110E Bolt Action. H&R
Model 923 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. North
Midlen Co. Black Pow-
der Pistol. Ten Point XR-
40 Crossbow w/ Scope

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 13th,
2025
10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 8584 Day
Rd, Versailles OH.
TRACTORS
JD 3010 D. Wide front,
low profile Tractor (rare).
JD A. Modified pulling
Tractor w/ weights. 1936
JD A. w/ spoke rear
rims. Massey Harris 33
Tractor. JD Tractor and
Equipment Manuals.
TRUCK-TRAILERS-
EQUIPMENT-MISC
2003 Ford F250 Fx4
155,000 miles. Moritz
DLH Series 10,000 Ib
Dump Trailer. Tandem
Axel 10,000 Ib Goose-
neck Flatbed Trailer w/
Ramps. 15’ Tandem Axel
Livestock Trailer. 13 x
38 Rims and Tires. 7’
Skid Steer Bucket w/
Boom. Snow Blade. 481

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF INDIANA, SS:
JAY COUNTY

To whom it may concern:
Notice is hereby given that at
9:00am on the 22nd day of
September 2025 there will be
a hearing in the Auditorium
of the Courthouse, City of
Portland, Jay County, Indiana
for the purpose of increasing
the annual assessments on all
legal drains, open and tiled,
located in the Darst Water-
shed.

The Schedule of Reassess-
ments made by the Jay County
Drainage Board has been
filed and is available for pub-
lic inspection in the office of
the Jay County Surveyor.

The proposed increase for
the Darst Watershed per acre
assessment is an increase
from $0.50 per acre to $1.00
per acre and the minimum
lot/plot assessment proposed
is from $3.74per lot/plot to
$10.00 per lot/plot.

Jay County Drainage Board

Chad Aker
Duane Monroe
Doug Horn
9-11-2025-HSPAXLP

and Crank. Gun Sight
Stand. Small Combina-
tion and Gun Safe.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD -MISC
Authentic Signed Paint-
ings Including West
Point Painting. 6 pc
Cherry California King
Size Bedroom Suite
Including Blanket Chest.
5 pc California King Wal-
nut Bedroom Suite.
Leather Power Love
Seat and Chair. GE
Washer and Dryer.
Gaming Table. Golf
Clubs. Pop-up Canopy.
Cornhole Game. (8) 8’
Poly Folding Tables. (34)
Padded Folding Chairs.
High Quality Auction
with Large Selection of
Modern Items
OWNER: Gary L Morgan
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
24809.

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC is seeking 3 CDL-A
truck drivers to join the
team! Multiple 53’ van
trailers and a 48’ flatbed
spots available. Most
Saturdays and Sundays
off. Sign on bonus
$2,000. Starting at
$0.63/mile. Responsibili-
ties include inspecting
the truck before and after
trips. Make all appoint-
ments on time. Qualifica-
tions: Verifiable previous
experience in truck driv-
ing. At least 2 years
experience. Commercial
driver’s license (CDL-A).
No hazmat. Ability to
handle physical work-
load. For more details,
please contact Patrick at
(502)-545-7825.

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND will be
accepting application for
the position of Full Time
Mayor’s Assistant.
Mayor’s assistant is
responsible for perform-
ing a variety of clerical,
administrative and tech-
nical tasks in support of
the City government.
Essential duties: Greet
visitors to the Mayor’s
Office, answer the tele-

phone, schedule
appointments for the
mayor, coordinate

Mayor’s travel schedule,
prepare claim vouchers
for Mayor’s Office. Also,
complete special assign-
ments, projects, corre-
spondences, filing, copy-
ing, faxing and printing
as directed by the Mayor.
Applications are avail-
able at Portland City
Hall, 321 North Meridian

St. Portland, IN 47371,
8:00AM-4:30PM Monday
thru Friday, Application
deadline is Noon Sep-
tember 15th, 2025. No
application  will be
excepted after this time.
The City of Portland is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FOR SALE Hay and
Straw call 260-249-8458

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

FALL MARKET
Menchhofer Farms
5679 Wabash Rd.,

Coldwater, OH

419-942-1502
Open Thursday-Sunday
1pm-7pm

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PARCEL #1:

PARCEL #2

side of parcel #1.
PARCEL #3

CR 9-11,23-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at 224 W 500 N. Bryant, Indiana on Saturday morning

OCTOBER 11, 2025

10:00 A M.
REAL ESTATE

This parcel consists of a 2story home, barn, pond, and approximately 6 acres.
The 2story home has 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms and 1932 square feet of living
area. Home has gas forced air with central air and an attached 3 car garage. The
barn is 28’ x 40° with a loft. There is a generator that will be sold separately.

20 Acres of tillable land that is in the set aside program. It is in this program until
September 2032. The owner receives $4,603.00 per year. If this parcel sells
separately from parcel #1 there will be a deeded 60’ easement given on the east

Combination of Parcel #1 and #2. House, barn, pond, and 26 acres.

10% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance due at closing. Owner will
provide Owners Title Insurance and General Warranty Deed. Buyer will assume
taxes due and payable in May 2026 and thereafter. Any inspections are at
potential buyer’s expense and must be done prior to sale day. Any statements
made day of sale take precedence over previously written or oral matter. Owner
confirmation day of sale.

For more information or private showing contact Loy Real Estate 260-726-
2700 or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-726-5160.

RITA LEGGETT, DECEASED

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027

AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy AU 01031608 Aaron Loy AU11200112
Travis Theurer AU 11200131 Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
Www.sycamorespace.co
m

READ THE CR

THEN RECYCLE

FOR RENT COUNTRY
HOME BETWEEN
Dunkirk &  Redkey.
2BR/1 bath, suitable for
2 people. No pets/No
smokers. Rent nego-
tiable. 765-760-0272

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

CR 9-5,11-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at 103 S Washington Street,
Montpelier Indiana on Saturday Morning

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

10:00 A.M.
REAL ESTATE
1 story home built in 1950 with 3 bedrooms, 2 full
bathrooms and 1478 square feet of living area.
Home has a gas forced air furnace, central air, gas
fireplace, gas water heater, and a detached 1 car
garage. Home sits on a nice sized corner lot.
10% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with
balance due at closing. Buyer will assume taxes
due and payable in May 2026 and thereafter.
Seller will provide a General Warranty Deed and
Owners Title Insurance. Any inspections are at
potential buyer’s expense and must be done prior
to sale day. Any statements made day of sale take
precedence over previously written or oral matter.
Owner confirmation day of sale.
For more information or a private showing contact
Loy Real Estate, Kim Loy Broker 260-726-2700
or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-726-5160..

JEAN LANDIS

LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608
Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

CR 9-11,20,30-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at Jay County Fairgrounds Women’s
Building on Monday evening

OCTOBER 6, 2025

6:00 PM.
REAL ESTATE

Parcel is located on 50 E just south of 200 S.
Property consists of 8.48 acres of woods and has a
driveway that runs from 50E back to the woods.
This would be a good recreational site.

20% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance
due at closing. Owner will provide Owners Title
Insurance and General Warranty Deed. Buyer will
assume taxes due and payable in May 2026 and
thereafter. Any statements made day of sale take
precedence over previously written or oral matter.
Owner confirmation day of sale.

For more information contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-726-
5160.

RON & DELAYNE MYERS
LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608
Travis Theurer

AU11200131




Doubles teams led

Jay County past RSHS,

see roundup below
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Jay County volleybal

travels to Woodlan today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

The Commercial Review/Ray Coney

London Lloyd of Jay County High School lines up a shot during the first half of the Patriots’ 8-
O victory Tuesday over the host Wapahani Raiders. Lloyd scored the sixth goal of the game for the
Patriots, who put two on the board in the first 37 seconds.

Patriots strike quickly

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

SELMA — Kendra Muh-
lenkamp wanted her team
to be aggressive.

The Patriots took their
coach’s request and got on
the board within 19 sec-
onds.

If that wasn’t assertive
enough, their second goal
came one second faster.

Scoring twice in the
first 37 seconds and seven
times in the first half, the
Jay County High School
girls soccer team cruised
to an 8-0 victory Tuesday
over the host Wapahani
Raiders.

"One of the thingsIsaid
to the girls was we need to
show dominance as a
team," said JCHS coach
Kendra Muhlenkamp. "It's
not in our conference, it's
not in our sectional; it's a
team for us to practice to

JC scores twice in first 37 seconds
in victory over host Wapahani

get better. We wanted to
show from the get-go that
we are the better team.
Scored two goals in the
first 40 seconds. That was
great to see them con-
nect."

Off the opening kickoff,
Charlee Peters got control
of the ball and sent a drop
to Aixa Lopez. The senior
midfielder worked down
the center of the field
before sending a through
ball back to Peters, who
easily beat Wapahani
goalie Zoey Koger.

Lopez took care of the

second tally, taking a pass
from London Lloyd and
going right up the middle
for a 2-0 lead with the
clock showing 39:23. It
was the first of her three
goals on the evening as
she recorded her second
hat trick of the season.
While JCHS added five
more goals before half-
time, the scoring pace
slowed down significant-
ly as Wapahani coach
Tanner Elrod made a
defensive adjustment to
shift Addison Denney to
sweeper with a four-play-

er defensive line in front
of her.

“I come in with a game
plan, willing to adjust it
as needed,” said first-
year WHS coach Tanner
Elrod. “I try to have two
or three things in my
back pocket. I just saw
they were quick, they had
good touches on the ball.
Once they got that second
one and it was directly
just through (the middle),
I just knew I had to at
least change up the
defense ..."

See Quickly page 7

Review
preview

Saturday - 1 p.m.

Jay County
Patriots

Portland, 1-2, (0-1 ACAC)

Coach: Eddie Fields, first year (fifth overall)

Conference: Allen County

Last week at Southern Wells: The Patriots
dropped its first match to the Raiders since 2019
after falling 21-14. JCHS only had 113 yards of total
offense, while Southern Wells scored three touch-
downs on a pair of runs and a pass. SWHS had 303
total yards in the game. Jay County’s sole score came
in the second quarter on a Carter Fugiett reception.

Season leaders: Passing — Nick Laux — 21-of-
40 for 298 yards and four touchdowns. Rushing —
Leighton Brown — 29 carries for 182 yards and two
touchdowns. Receiving — Brady Jetmore — eight
catches for 181 yards and two touchdowns.

VS.

Adams Central
Jets

Monroe, 3-0, (0-O ACAC)

Coach: Michale Mosser, 17th year

Conference: Allen County

Last week at Muncie Central: Adams Central let
the Bearcats find the end zone one time in both
the firsrt and fourth quarters and otherwise locked
them down for a 41-13 week No. 3 victory. The Jets
scoredfour times in the opening frame before
being held to nothing in the second. ACHS came
out of the lockerroom to put up 13 more points in
the third period to ice the game away. the Jets gave
up 121 yards in the air and another 117 on the
ground.

Last season: The Jets had every answer to kill
any Jay County momentum in the 39-8 defeat last
season. ACHS scored five times in the first half,
while the Patriots’ offense failed to score. The
Patriots’ points came off of a blocked punt by
Lucas Strait in the second quarter and a 2-yard
pass from Sean Bailey to Isaac Dues in the
fourth. JCHS finished with just 45 passing yards
and another 128 on the ground.

Game notes: This is the 12th matchup between
the Patriots and the Jets. Adams Central has won
all 11 of the previous games by a combined 512-
110 ... Adams Central lost three straight state
championship games in Class 1A before winning
the 2025 Class 2A title ... Jay County has a
39.33 Sagrin rating, which is 259th overall and
54th in Class 3A. Adams Central’s 79.16 rating is
23rd overall and 1st in Class 2A ... John Harrell
projects the Jay County to lose 38-7.

Jay county boys tennis picks up sixth win over Rebels

LYNN — The Patriots have
seen a pair of their potential
sectional opponents. They
have also tallied two wins
against the postseason rivals.

The Jay County High School
boys tennis team beat the Ran-
dolph Southern Rebels 3-2 on
Tuesday.

Clark Wellman got a free vic-
tory via forfiet at No. 3 singles
due to Randolph Southern not
being able to field the position
after an injury.

Both doubles teams picked

Local
Roundup

up wins for Jay County (6-3) as
well.

Kadyn Carpenter and Alex
Miller beat Jacob Flaugh and
Diego Soria 6-3, 5-7, 6-2. Gabe
Overton and Brock Wasson

didn’t need a third set, but still
needed a tiebreaker to defeat
Grady Coyle and Chevie Par-
sons 6-1, 7-6 (7-1).

Paul Dirksen and Henry
Dirksen both suffered losses at
the No. 1 and 2 singles posi-
tions, respectively. The former
fell to Noah Allen 7-6 (7-3), 6-4,
while the latter lost to Braden
Austin 6-4, 6-4.

Pats sweep
Jay County’s volleyball team
swept the Bluffton Tigers 25-14,

25-17, 25-18 in the Allen County
Athletic Conference opener for
both teams Tuesday.

Jay County’s middle block-
ers provided a bulk of the
offense with Maria Hemmel-
garn and Mya Kunkler earning
eight Kkills and Brenna
Schmiesing adding seven. Eliz-
abeth Barnett also put down
six balls.

From behind the line, the
Patriots (6-4, 1-0 ACAC) had
three aces with Schmiesing,
Kayla Jetmore and Paisley

Fugiett each dropping one in.

Schmiesing also led at the
net by blocking Bluffton (4-9, 0-
1ACAC) three times.

Lani Muhlenkamp had the
team-high in digs with 15,
while Fugiett’s 20 assists was
the most of JCHS.

Jay defeated
YORKTOWN — The Jay
County girls golf team fell to
the Yorktown Tigers 198-228 at
The Players Club on Tuesday.
See Roundup page 7

5300

Advertising specials for

INSURANCE
BUSINESSES

Ads must run in September.
Rates do not apply to special sections.

Advertise your insurance business in all of our publications with
Four 3x5 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 3x5 ads in The News-Gazette
One 3x5 ad in The News Times

fg
Make anyad m‘ﬁememh
lowﬁfinr s50‘

Or run TWO 3x5 ADS for your insurance business
in the publication(s) of your choice during September for:

The Commercial Review - $1 56
The News-Gazette — $1 45
The News Times — $1 20

Call (260) 726-8141
or emall ads@thecr.com




