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Mary Reynolds, 94,
Dunkirk

Katie Hilty, 86, Geneva
Details on page 2.

In review
It’s a busy weekend at Jay

County Fairgrounds.
Jayland Trotting Associa-

tion kicks off  harness races at
11 a.m. today. Jay County Can-
cer Society will also host its
Survivor Cancer cruise-in from
4 to 6 p.m. and carnival from 5 to
7 p.m. today. Jay County Chain-
saw Carving Invitational con-
tinues today and Sunday.

Deaths Coming up

Wednesday — Details from
Monday’s Fort Recovery School
Board meeting.

Friday — Coverage of  next
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  82 degrees
Friday. The low was 51.

Skies will be partly cloudy
today with a high around 80
degrees and a 40% chance of
rain. Another day of  partly
cloudy skies is expected
Sunday with a low of  56.  

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

John Jay Center for Learning
and Ivy Tech – Muncie are back
together again.

The educational organiza-
tions held a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and open house Friday
to formally announce the tran-
sition that went into effect July
1.

“It’s a huge win for students,
for families and for our local
employers,” said John Jay Cen-
ter of  Learning executive direc-
tor Rusty Inman, noting goals
to offer more opportunities and
programs. “For the community,
this partnership brings togeth-
er the best of  both worlds —

that Ivy Tech statewide reach
that have, but also Jay County’s
local dedication.”

“We’re very happy to be back
united with our friends here at
Ivy Tech and the Muncie cam-

pus,” added John Jay board
president Josh Atkinson, “and
we continue to want to provide
the opportunities for our com-
munity to meet the best needs
of  our community.”

John Jay was partnered with
Ivy Tech – Muncie previously,
but was shifted to the Marion
campus about eight years ago
during a statewide realign-
ment. As a result, students who

came to John Jay for services
were pushed toward the Marion
campus, Inman said.

The result, he noted, was
stark and fast.

See Partnership page 2

John Jay partnership shifts

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The majority of  Indiana
counties either already
have vote centers or are in
the process of  implement-
ing them.

Local officials hope to
join that list soon, allowing
registered voters in Jay
County to cast ballots at
any county designated loca-
tion starting in 2026.

Jay County Election
Board will host a public
hearing at 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day at Jay County Court-
house to share details and
hear questions from the
public about moving
toward vote centers. 

Vote centers serve as an
alternative to traditional
precinct-based voting, in
which voters are assigned a
voting location in their
area. They allow registered
voters to cast a ballot at any
county polling location on
Election Day.

Currently, the county has
eight polling locations
divided among its 18
precincts. Plans are to
implement two vote centers
in Jay County — one at Jay
Community Center in Port-
land and another at West
Jay Community Center in
Dunkirk. (Early voting will
continue to be available at
Jay County Courthouse.)

Jay County Commission-
ers and Jay County Coun-
cil approved a resolution in
February designating the
county as a vote center
county. Jay County Elec-
tion Board formed a study
committee over the last few
months and drafted a plan
in August for implement-
ing the new polling
method. 

See Hearing page 2

Education facility
in Portland

is working with
Ivy Tech – Muncie

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

John Jay Center for Learning and Ivy Tech – Muncie held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Friday to recognize their renewed
partnership. The education facility in Portland had previously partnered with the Muncie campus, but was shifted to be
connected to the Marion campus about eight years ago. “It’s a huge win for students, for families and for our local employers,”
said John Jay Center of Learning executive director Rusty Inman.

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Russia said negotiations
with Ukraine are on
“pause,” less than a month
after the summit meeting
between Vladimir Putin
and Donald Trump that

the U.S. said would spur
talks on a peace deal.

“Communication chan-
nels exist, they are estab-
lished, our negotiators
have the opportunity to
communicate through
these channels, but for

now, perhaps, we can talk
about a pause,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters Friday,
without elaborating.

At their Aug. 15 summit
in Alaska, Trump aban-
doned demands for Rus-

sia to agree to a ceasefire
in Ukraine to allow for
negotiations on a peace
deal, saying instead that
the U.S. wanted to focus
directly on a settlement to
end the war. He called the
discussions with Putin

“extremely productive,”
while the Russian leader
said they’d reached an
“understanding” that may
open the door to ending
the war he’d started in
2022.

See Pause page 2

County is
considering
change to
two voting
locations

Hearing
on vote
centers
set for
Monday

Russia, Ukraine negotiations are on pause

Celebrating
the youth

Jay County High School
celebrated the youth of the community
during halftime of Friday night’s football
game against Adams Central, with
children who took part in this week’s
cheerleading clinic joining the varsity
cheerleaders on the track for a cheer
and the Jay County Pee Wee Football
teams being introduced. Pictured above,
the second grade red flag football team
waves towels in the air while crossing
the track. At left, Addison Hurt grins
while participating in the halftime cheer.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



Continued from page 1
That plan will be presented at

Monday’s public hearing.

Why change?
Jay County clerk Missy Elliott

explained the board first began
discussing the topic in January.
With 65 out of  Indiana’s 92 coun-
ties already utilizing or moving
toward vote centers, she said, it
seemed like the logical next step
forward.

“I felt that it’s a good time to
look at the possibility for Jay
County given that this was an off-
year for elections,” said Elliott.
“Our poll workers are getting
older, and it’s harder to find people
willing to work the polls.”

Another reason for the switch
leads back to early voting turnout.
The county has seen a higher num-
ber of  registered voters casting
their ballots early as opposed to on
Election Day for the last few years,
Elliott said.

Switching to vote centers —
Indiana has allowed counties the
option since 2011 — cuts down on
election costs. Fewer locations
means less money spent on renting
space — currently the county pays
$100 per polling location — as well
as fewer poll workers. (Elliott

noted she would like to look at
raising poll workers’ pay, pointing
to the increased number of  voters
they would likely see at the two
locations on Election Day if  vote
centers are implemented.)

What would change?
Per the drafted plan, Jay County

would use two vote center loca-
tions for Election Day — Jay Com-
munity Center, 115 E. Water St.,
Portland, and West Jay Communi-
ty Center, 125 Hoover St., Dunkirk.

For the 2026 primary election,
early voting — it starts 28 days
before Election Day — will be
offered at the courthouse auditori-
um, 120 W. Main St., Portland. West
Jay Community Center is also list-
ed as a suggested satellite vote cen-
ter to be open for early voting the
two Saturdays prior to the election.

Registered voters may choose
any of  those locations within des-
ignated time frames to cast their
ballots.

Votes will still be tallied and
reported by precinct, with the
county to continue using the
MicroVote Infinity voting panels
purchased in recent years.

Monday’s public hearing will fol-
low the election board’s regular
meeting. Elliott aims to present

the plan for vote centers, share
copies with members of  the public
and entertain questions.

If  vote centers are put into place,
Elliott noted, there will be signs at
former polling locations on Elec-
tion Day directing voters to the
new centers.

What happens next?
Per state law, the election board

must hold a public comment peri-
od for 30 days to allow input on the
vote center plan before finalizing
it. Once public comments have
been implemented to the plan, the
election board must vote unani-
mously to adopt it at a public meet-
ing. The plan is then filed with
Indiana Election Division.

From there, it’s a matter of  eval-
uating vote centers with every
election and amending the plan as
needed. Elliott hopes to start using
the new polling method in the May
2026 primary.

“I’m excited,” Elliott said. “I
think it’s going to be great. After
talking with other counties, at
first, the voters were apprehen-
sive, but once they’d seen it in
motion, they really liked the
option to be able to go wherever to
(vote) and not have to worry about
going to their specific location.”
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Mary Reynolds
Feb. 13, 1931-Sept. 10, 2025

Mary Helen Reynolds, 94, of
Dunkirk, Indiana, passed away
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, peace-
fully surrounded
by love and com-
fort, at Parker
Health and Reha-
bilitation Center
in Parker City,
Indiana.

Mary was born
in Dunkirk, Indi-
ana, on Feb. 13,
1931, a daughter of
the late Maude Mae (Henry) and
William Washington Johnson.
She was the wife of  the late Ervin
Reynolds whom she happily mar-
ried on Nov. 5, 1965, and sadly lost
in 1978. 

Mary was formerly employed
in the box shop at Armstrong
Cork in Dunkirk, Indiana, and
formerly attended the Redkey
Nazarene Church.

She enjoyed quilting, embroi-
dery, sewing, making clothes for
her children when they were lit-

tle, crossword puzzles, word
searches, cooking, baking,
watching classic TV shows, lis-
tening to classic country music,
her state spoon collection from
her son Jeff, and gardening
with her husband. Mary never
had an ill thing to say of  anyone
and will always be remembered
for her love and kindness
toward others.

She is survived by a daughter,
Karena Dines, two sons Kipp
Reynolds and Gene Reynolds, a
sister Marjorie Forrest, a brother
Kenneth Johnson (wife Mary
Jane), two sister-in-laws Herta
Johnson and Lana Johnson, five
grandchildren Nakota Dines,
Tony Monroe, Miranda Montero,
Corey Reynolds and Shane
Reynolds, eight great-grandchil-
dren and several nieces and
nephews.

Mary was preceded in death by
her parents, husband, two sons
Jeffrey Johnson and Earl
Reynolds, six brothers Glen,
WIlliam, Damon, Gayle, Harry
and Keith Johnson, one grand-

child Brenda Anderson and one
great-grandchild.

Visitation will be held on Mon-
day, Sept. 15, 2025, from 5 to 7 p.m.
at MJS Mortuaries – Dunkirk
Chapel, as well as Tuesday, Sept.
16, 2025, from noon to 1 p.m.
Funeral services will be held at 1
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025, at
MJS Mortuaries – Dunkirk
Chapel with Pastor Fred Stevens
officiating. Burial will be held in
Hillcrest Cemetery in Redkey,
Indiana.

In lieu of  flowers donations
may be made to the Alzheimer's
Foundation of  America (322
Eighth Ave., 16th Floor, New
York, NY 10001). Arrangements
have been entrusted to MJS Mor-
tuaries - Dunkirk Chapel.

Katie Hilty
Feb. 4, 1939-Sept. 11, 2025

Katie Edna (Miller) Hilty, age
86, of  rural Geneva, Indiana,
passed away at 3 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 11, 2025, at her home.

Katie Edna was born on Satur-
day, Feb. 4, 1939, in Kalona, Iowa,

to Samuel H. and Katie (Coblentz)
Miller. She married Henry K.
Hilty on Thursday, Aug. 23, 1962,
in Kolona, Iowa; he preceded her
in death on Dec. 23, 2009. 

Katie was of  the Old Order
Amish Church. She was a home-
maker and enjoyed doing crafts
and jigsaw puzzles and liked card
making.

Survivors include her children,
Vernon E. (Leah), Miriam E.,
Katie Inez, Morris E. (Salome)
Hilty, John Henry (Annie) Hilty,
all of  Geneva, Indiana, and Mary
Susan (Chris) Schwartz, Port-
land, Indiana, brothers-in-law
Elijah Miller, Iowa, Elmer K.
Hilty, Geneva, Indiana, and John
K. Hilty, Geneva, Indiana, sisters-
in-law Kathryn Schwartz, Bre-
men, Indiana, and Susie
Schwartz, Ohio, 28 grandchil-
dren, and 23 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, husband Henry K.
Hilty, sisters Susan Miller, Mattie
Schwartz Ropp, Oleta Mae Miller
and Mary Schwartz, baby brother
Amos Miller, and grandchildren

Harley Jacob Schwartz and
Annie H. Hilty.

Visitation will be held at John
Henry Hilty’s residence located at
4211 E. 1175 South, Geneva, Indi-
ana, on Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 14,
2025.

Funeral services will be held at
John Henry Hilty’s residence at 9
a.m. on Monday, Sept. 15, 2025,
with Bishop David Wengerd offi-
ciating. Burial will follow in the
Bunkerhill Cemetery.

Arrangements are being han-
dled by Downing & Glancy Funer-
al Home in Geneva.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Reynolds

Today
Donnally, Jacquelin: 1 p.m.,

Church of the Most Holy Trinity,
7321 Indiana 67, Bryant.

Clark, Raiden: 3 p.m., IOOF
Cemetery, Montpelier.

Monday
Hilty, Katie: 9 a.m., John

Henry Hilty residents, 4211 E.
1175 South, Geneva.

Tuesday
Reynolds, Mary: 1 p.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 221 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
At one time, there were

between 700 and 1,000
enrollments from John
Jay to Ivy Tech – Muncie.
That number dropped to
fewer than 50 about a
year after the transition.

“We found a lot of  peo-
ple stopped coming to
John Jay for help because
they didn’t want to go to
the Marion campus,” said
Inman. “They were going
to the Muncie campus
anyway, so they took
John Jay out of  the equa-
tion and just went
straight to Muncie. You’ll
be able to get Muncie
services here again.”

Ivy Tech – Muncie
chancellor Jeff  Scott ref-
erenced a great relation-
ship previously with
John Jay. He noted the
importance of  collabora-
tion.

“This is just as big a
day for us as it is for
you,” said Scott, referenc-
ing the previous high
enrollment numbers. “It
showed that dedication

and that commitment
that this community has
to know what education
can do for a community.”

With the renewed part-
nership, Inman noted
various goals, including
to bringing in-person
classes back to John Jay.
There is a push toward
providing health care
courses — the organiza-
tion recently received
funding from both the
county and The Portland
Foundation for that pur-
pose — through building
a health care simulation
lab. That facility would
be available to students
pursuing certificates and
taking degree classes as
well as to staff  from IU
Health Jay.

Scott said Ivy Tech
– Muncie will have a
greater presence in Jay
County, including having
a staff  member available
at John Jay one day a
week to assist students
with their needs. There
are also plans for a new
computer lab and for the

community college to
assist with equipment
purchases.

Vice chancellor and
chief  operating officer
Emery Peck said there
are many ways in which
the needs of  the Jay
County community align
with the goals of  Ivy
Tech – Muncie. He men-
tioned the possibility of
offering parenting class-
es at Westminster Pre-
school Portland and the
Jay County Early Learn-
ing Center, adding to
industrial training
opportunities and gener-
ally filling gaps to pro-
vide additional opportu-
nities to students of  all
ages.

“Everything that’s
already being done,
there’s a small resource
we can add to it that
meets our needs but then
also creates something
nice for the community,”
said Peck.

Inman said he feels the
transition back to the
Muncie campus will

allow the Jay County
community a better
opportunity to connect
directly with Ivy Tech’s
resources while taking
advantage of  local sup-
port.

“We’re going to make
sure people of  all ages
have the chance to learn
new skills, take the next
step in their education,
but most importantly be
prepared for jobs,” he
said. “It’s not just two
organizations working
together. It’s about lifting
the whole community.”

Atkinson referenced
the organization’s motto
— “to provide inspiration
and prosperity through
education” and the
importance of  what edu-
cation can mean to a com-
munity.

“William Shakespeare
said that ignorance is
darkness,” he said. “I
believe that. Ignorance is
darkness. Education can
provide that light … to
shine through that dark-
ness …”

Partnership ...

Hearing ...

Continued from page 1
Since then, Russia has

intensified missile and
drone attacks on Ukraine
including massive strikes
on Kyiv. Trump has held
back from any sanctions
on Russia, while U.S. offi-
cials have indicated that
Putin is seeking to occupy
more Ukrainian territory
as part of  any peace deal.

Russian and Ukrainian
negotiating teams have
met three times in Istan-
bul since May. While they
have reached agreements
on exchanges of  prisoners,
there has been little sign of
progress on a peace deal.

“One can’t wear rose-col-
ored glasses and expect the
negotiation process to pro-
duce instant results,”
Peskov said Friday.

Pause ...

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 1-7-8
Daily Four: 3-4-2-7
Quick Draw: 1-5-6-

21-25-26-28-29-42-43-45-
46-53-55-66-69-70-77-79-
80

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 9-7-6
Pick 4: 9-8-4-0
Pick 5: 5-1-6-3-1

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $50

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$381 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.20
Oct. corn .................4.15

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.25
Oct./Nov. corn ........4.15
Dec. corn ..................4.35

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.10
Oct. corn ..................4.07
Beans ......................10.06
Dec. beans ..............10.45

Wheat ......................4.79

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.04
Late Sept. corn ........4.04
Beans ......................10.04
Late Sept. beans ....10.04
Wheat .......................4.74

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.15
Oct. corn ..................4.03
Beans........................9.86
Oct. beans ................9.86
Wheat ......................4.59

In 1598, Phillip III was
crowned king of  Spain
and Portugal. He was
known for his extrava-
gant spending that made
Spain’s economic prob-
lems worse. 

In 1814, lawyer Fran-
cis Scott Key witnessed
the bombardment of  Fort
McHenry from a ship in
Baltimore Harbor after
previously being
detained by the British
navy. The incident
inspired him to write
“The Star Spangled Ban-
ner,” which became the
U.S. national anthem. 

In 1848, American
railroad foreman
Phineas Gage survived
an accident in which an

iron rod shot through his
skull and destroyed most
of  the left frontal lobe of
his brain. 

In 2021, Jay County
Commissioners agreed to
hold on to at least 30% of
the county’s federal coro-
navirus relief  funds from
the American Rescue
Plan Act to serve as
matching funds for the
state’s Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program (HELP).
The county, which was
chosen to be one of  the
first HELP participants,
could be awarded as
much as $1 million from
Indiana Office and Com-
munity and Rural
Affairs. 

—The CR

CR almanac

85/56 86/56 86/55 87/58 88/61
Mostly

sunny skies
on Thursday
when the
high will
reach the
upper 80s.

Wednes-
day’s fore-
cast shows
mostly sunny
skies with
slight winds.

Tuesday’s
weather looks
like partly
cloudy skies
with a high
around 86
degrees.

Sunday
9/14

Monday
9/15

Tuesday
9/16

Wednesday
9/17

Thursday
9/18

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Monday
when the
high may hit
86.

Partly
cloudy skies
on Sunday
with a 5 to 10
mph wind. The
low may hit
56.

Monday
3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board pub-
lic hearing, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Local
Schools, community
room, high school, 400
E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North,
Portland.



DEAR ABBY: I have read let-
ters in your column from women
whose boyfriends or husbands
flirt with other women in their
presence complaining about feel-
ing hurt and embarrassment. I
was married for 25 years to a man
who flirted with other women
while we were dating and also
after we were married. I told him
many times that it hurt my feel-
ings and made me feel inade-
quate. His response was I was
“too sensitive” and that I should
get over it. 

Fast-forward 20 years: I GOT
over it! Then I walked out and
filed for divorce. My grown
daughter told me he cried like a
baby when he realized I was gone.
I have now been married for
many years to a man who loves
me deeply and makes me feel I am
the most important person in his
life. My advice to those women is:
Pack up, run as fast as you can
and don’t look back. — FOUND
MY SELF-ESTEEM

DEAR FOUND: Some people
need constant reassurance
that they are attractive, which
is why they feel compelled to
flirt. Their insecurity is a bot-

tomless pit. This is destructive
when it affects partners and
spouses. I’m glad you finally
realized that the problem was-
n’t you and found the strength
to leave. You deserve your
happy ending, and I know you
make your current husband as
happy as he makes you.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: As a baby

boomer and an amateur genealo-
gist, I am continually frustrated
by the lack of  interest my grand-
children’s generation seems to
have in learning about their fam-
ily history — particularly mine.
Rather than ask about what life
was like when I grew up in the
1950s and ‘60s, they seem fixated
on their own lives and show little
interest in anyone or anything
else. 

When I was their age, I was
mesmerized by stories my grand-
parents shared with me about
their lives at the turn of  the 20th
century. I’m deeply concerned
that my grandkids will never be
able to pass down these stories
that I’d love to share with them —
stories that hold great meaning
about the lives of  their predeces-
sors. Do you have any suggestions
about how I can encourage their
interest in this important area?
— HISTORIAN IN TEXAS

DEAR HISTORIAN: You
probably CAN’T do that unless
they wake up when they are
older and start asking you to
record oral family histories.
However, because you would
like these stories passed down,
start writing them in diaries
and journals to be read at a
later date, perhaps after you
are gone. If  your family isn’t
interested in them, local or
state historical societies may
be VERY interested in having
them, along with any photo-
graphs you might be willing to
share.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I get really

annoyed with “friends” who call
me only on their speakerphones
when driving, or while shopping
or running errands in stores. I
don’t do this to them. It makes me
feel like an afterthought. What
should I tell them? —
UNCALLED FOR IN COL-
ORADO

DEAR UNCALLED FOR: Try
this: Tell them to call you
when they get home and are
not distracted.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My ex-partner

has a dog, “Butch,” who is 9 years
old. I lived with Butch for almost
three years. Butch is a rescue
who has some trauma from his
earlier life. He’s shy and timid
and doesn’t like children or vacu-
um cleaners. 

I also have a dog who lived
with me during the time we
lived with Butch. Last year,
while our house was being vac-
uumed by a housekeeper,
Butch bit her on her calf. I was
there along with my dog. I
attended to the woman and
made sure she was OK. I also
put Butch in a separate room.
When my partner came home, I

told him what had happened,
but he seemed unfazed. 

Fast-forward six months: My
partner and I have parted ways,
and he decided to ditch Butch so
he can travel and play pickleball
with his new victim. He gave
Butch to his niece, who has two
small children, without disclos-
ing the dog’s biting history. In
fact, he told his family that MY
dog bit the housekeeper, not
Butch. I was present when the
bite occurred, and he is lying. 

I have told the family that I
have “concerns” for the children
and Butch’s fate should he bite
again. His former owner will not
own up to the truth. I would like
your take on this ticking time
bomb. — KNOWS THE TRUTH
IN MICHIGAN

DEAR KNOWS: Contact
your ex-boyfriend’s niece
immediately and tell her that
Butch presents a danger to her
children. If  she doesn’t believe
you, offer to have the house-
keeper who was bitten vouch
for your honesty. As much as I
like dogs, that one does not
belong in a household with
children.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of  the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian

St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
the third Monday of  each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one
to suicide. To register, con-
tact Stephanie Patterson
at (260) 251-3259.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of  each month at
the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call

Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

Jay County Conserva-
tion Club’s building sus-
tained heavy damage
from a fire in May.

The organization will
hold a benefit next week-
end to raise dollars for
rebuilding efforts.

Conservation club’s
fish fry fundraiser is slat-
ed for 4 to 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 20, at Bob
Schmit Memorial Exhibi-

tion Hall at Jay County
Fairgrounds. Dinner will
include fried fish, chick-
en strips and side dishes.
Adult tickets are $15.

Children 5 years old and
younger get in for free.
All proceeds benefit Jay
County Conservation
Club’s rebuild fund.

Alcove Artists
Alcove Artists’ Collec-

tive will hold a paint out
pop up event Wednesday.

Local artists will dis-
play their skills and art-
work at Hudson Family

Park in Portland from 4
to 6 p.m. 

President’s list
Southern New Hamp-

shire University recently
named three Jay County
residents to its summer
President’s List.

On the list were
Chelsea Bolt of
Ridgeville, Elizabeth
Schmitz of  Ridgeville

and Brandyn Towell of
Portland. To earn the
honor, undergraduate
students must be full-
time with a 3.700 GPA or
above.

Touch a Truck
There’s an opportunity

coming up for families to
touch a truck from vari-
ous occupations next
week.

Touch a Truck, a fami-
ly event, will be from 3 to
5 p.m. Thursday at West-
minster Early Learning
Academy, 827 W. High St.,
Portland. Car seats and
booster seats will be
given to visitors who par-
ticipate in a car seat
check as provided from
Healthy Beginnings and
Community Partners for
Child Safety.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Ex-husband’s flirting led to serious consequence
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Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The SAT is billed as “a great
way to find out how prepared stu-
dents are for college.” If  that’s
true, recent changes to its format
offer an unflattering assessment
of  the country’s aspiring schol-
ars.

Colleges and universities have
long used standardized tests to fil-
ter applicants. The SAT, pub-
lished by the nonprofit College
Board, was for decades consid-
ered the preeminent one. A
nationwide industry arose to help
kids prepare for the test and boost
their chances of  acceptance to a
good school. The SAT’s influence
over American education was
hard to overstate.

Then the pandemic hit. As in-
person exams became impracti-
cal, hundreds of  schools dropped
their testing requirements. The
SAT and its main competitor, the
ACT, lost millions of  dollars in
revenue. Although both recently

started offering digital options,
schools have been slow to rein-
state their requirements. Today,
more than 80% of  schools remain
test-optional.

“If  students are deciding to
take a test,” as one College
Board executive put it, “how do
we make the SAT the one they
want to take?”

To anyone familiar with Amer-
ican teenagers, the company’s
answer should come as no sur-
prise: Make the test easier. The
newly digitized format allows a
calculator for the entire math sec-
tion and drastically cuts reading
comprehension. Gone are the 500-

to 750-word passages about which
students would answer a series of
questions. Instead, test takers
read 25- to 150-word excerpts —
about the length of  a social media
post — and answer a single ques-
tion about each.

To an extent, the College
Board can be forgiven for acced-
ing to student preferences. Its
research shows the new format is
equally rigorous, and proponents
say reading comprehension is
better reflected in other parts of  a
college application. The problem
is that these revised standards
reflect, and may perhaps worsen,
some alarming trends in Ameri-
can education.

For college applicants, this has
made for a dire combination. Lit-
tle more than a third of  12th
graders are proficient in reading,
and 26% say they never read nov-
els outside of  school. By some
accounts, many students now
arrive on campus “functionally

illiterate,” incapable of  reading
complex texts. The rampant use
of  artificial intelligence to com-
plete assignments is unlikely to
help.

Universities themselves have
contributed to this trend by low-
ering their expectations.
Responding to student com-
plaints, professors have been
slashing homework assignments,
routinely extending deadlines
and (most prominently) inflating
grades. Nearly 80% of  all grades
awarded to Yale undergraduates
in 2023 were an A or A-. The aver-
age GPA at Harvard is 3.8.

There’s plenty of  blame to go
around for these trends. But the
SAT has long been a powerful
symbol of  academic ambition.

An effort by the College
Board to reemphasize the bene-
fits of  deep reading — for critical
thinking, for self-reflection, for
learning of  all kinds — might go
a long way toward restoring some

balance. It should build on efforts
to incorporate college prep into
school curricula, work with dis-
tricts to develop coursework that
builds reading stamina for all test
takers, and consider reducing the
cost of  its subject-specific
Advanced Placement exams that
continue to test these skills (now
$99), in line with the SAT ($68).

Schools, for their part, should
recommit to teaching books in
their entirety. Just 17% of  third-
through eighth-grade teachers
primarily rely on whole texts; a
quarter mostly use excerpts. Uni-
versity administrators should
support tough professors and
resist the temptation to placate
grumbling undergraduates.

As it stands, the College
Board risks undermining the
value of  a test that’s been remark-
ably effective at predicting col-
lege and career success. Dumbing
down the SAT serves no one well,
least of  all students.

Dumbing down SATs bodes poorly

By EVELYN ENGLISH
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

NEW YORK — Not long
ago, a neighbor in the com-
munity experienced an
overdose outside the doors
of  the Alliance for Positive
Change’s center in Harlem,
New York. A passerby
brought the person inside,
knowing it was a safe place
where help would be pro-
vided without judgment.
Within minutes, staff  was
able to administer Narcan
— also known as Naloxone,
the safe and easy-to-use
medication that reverses
opioid overdoses. The per-
son walked out alive.

Overdose remains one of
the most pressing public
health emergencies of  our
time. Last year, nearly
80,400 Americans lost their
lives to overdose. While
that’s a 27% decrease from
2023, it is still a staggering
toll. Here in New York City,
among other places, the cri-
sis continues to hit some
communities hard.

Despite overall stabiliza-
tion in overdose deaths,
according to the New York
City Department of  Health
and Mental Hygiene, fatali-
ties increased among
women, older adults and
people living in our lowest-
income neighborhoods. For
the fourth year in a row,
Black and Latino New
Yorkers suffered the high-
est fatal overdose rates.

That’s why I believe so
strongly in making Narcan
available to anyone. Over-
doses don’t just happen to
other people. It touches
every neighborhood and
every demographic all
across the country. They
occur on sidewalks, in
parks, on trains, in apart-
ments and in family homes.
Harm reduction — or prac-
tices to reduce the risks of
harm, including universal
access to Narcan — begins
and ends in the community,
which means every one of
us has a role to play.

If  Narcan were as com-
mon as carrying Advil or a
bandage, so many more
people would have the
chance to survive an over-
dose and see another day.

At Alliance for Positive
Change, where I work,
we’ve made it our mission
to turn this belief  into
action by adopting what we
call universal Narcan use,
or Narcan for all.

In the past, Naloxone dis-
tribution at our organiza-
tion was limited to our
harm reduction-focused
programs. But in 2024, we
changed course. Now, Nar-
can is offered to anyone

who walks through the
door, no matter their back-
ground, status or whether
they use drugs themselves.
This status-neutral
approach reduces stigma,
broadens access and recog-
nizes a simple truth: Any-
one could be in a position to
save a life.

Since February, here in
Harlem, we’ve trained near-
ly 350 people on how to use
Narcan. Across Alliance for
Positive Change, we’ve
already received 118
reports of  people using kits
we distributed. That’s 118
lives saved because univer-
sal access put Narcan into
the right hands at the right
time.

And here’s the thing:
Narcan is not complicated.
It comes most often as
a nasal spray. You don’t
need to be an expert to
administer it. Anyone can.
In fact, one of  the most
common reactions I hear
after a training session is
how easy it is to use.

I’ve been working in
harm reduction since 2003,
and one lesson I’ve learned
is that people don’t come to
us because they want to
stay in active use. They
come because they want
support, and recovery often
feels impossible. The path
is never linear. What they
need most is compassion,
dignity and time.

Yet harm reduction
remains under attack.
Some policymakers contin-
ue to stigmatize or defund
the tools that work. That
approach is not only mis-
guided, it’s dangerous.
Every barrier to access
Narcan means more pre-
ventable deaths. Universal
Narcan distribution is one
antidote to that hostility —
it’s simple, effective and
rooted in community care.

So here’s my ask: Take a
training. Carry Narcan.
Share it with your friends,
your family, your communi-
ty. Harm reduction doesn’t
start in a clinic. It starts on
the street, in our neighbor-
hoods and in our homes.
That’s where overdoses
happen, and where lives
can be saved.

••••••••••
English is director of  the

Alliance for Positive
Change’s Keith Haring
Harlem Center. 

Expand availability
of life-saving drug

By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

How many lies will be too many?
And how much craziness will be

too much?
Those have always been the

essential questions regarding Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

In the years since he entered pub-
lic life, he has stacked mistruth
upon falsification upon fabrication
until he has built a massive edifice
of  mendacity and obfuscation. He’s
demanded that his followers
— both the eager ones and the ones
too frightened of  him to do other-
wise — embrace his bizarro alter-
nate reality in which wrong is
right, down is up and lies are truth.

Truth, though, provides a firm
foundation.

Lies do not.
And that is what we’re beginning

to see with the president’s mal-
adroit handling of  the whole unbe-
lievably sad Jeffrey Epstein saga.

Overwhelming evidence and the
testimony of  many — too many
— survivors demonstrates that
Epstein was a sexual predator who
preyed on underage girls. He was
able to roam free, damaging and
destroying lives along his way,
because he was a billionaire and
because he enjoyed the friendship
of  prominent and powerful friends.

Including Donald Trump.
When Epstein was caught and it

became clear that he finally would
be held fully accountable for his
crimes, he killed himself  in his
cell.

That’s the official story.
There are other stories. Since

Epstein’s death during Trump’s
first term in the White House, con-
spiracy theories about the child
rapist’s demise have sprung up like
hothouse flowers.

But so have the public demands
for a full and transparent account-
ing of  how Epstein was able to prey

on so many girls and young women
for so long?

Powerful men — not just Trump,
but also Great Britain’s Prince
Andrew and former President Bill
Clinton — have been implicated at
times in the enduring controversy.
The whole tragic and tawdry tale has
become a flashpoint, a symbol of  the
many ways the lifestyles of  the rich
and shameless are different from
those of  the mass of  Americans.

Trump exploited that division dur-
ing his desperate campaign to return
to the White House. He alluded to the
great embarrassment and exposure
many Democrats would experience
once the records of  Epstein’s activi-
ties became readily available. He
vowed on the campaign trail to make
“the Epstein files” public as soon as
he was president.

That was before Trump learned,
according to some excellent reporting
by The Wall Street Journal, that his
name was all over the Epstein files.
That squares with the existing video
and audio recordings of  Trump talk-
ing about how close the two men were
and how much they both “loved”
beautiful women.

The fact that the president now
stands to be implicated in some way
by the release of  the Epstein records
has prompted him to do an about-
face. He’s doing everything he can to
delay having the files made public
and to obfuscate about Epstein, their
relationship and the origins of  the
controversy.

He’s called it a Democratic hoax
and threatened Republicans who

want to give the women Epstein
wronged a platform and a chance for
justice with dire punishments.

It’s not helping him.
A recent poll by the University of

Massachusetts Amherst revealed that
nearly half  of  the people who voted
for Trump in 2024 think he’s handled
the Epstein matter badly. More than a
quarter of  them — 27% to be exact
— now regret voting for him because
of  it.

That’s not surprising.
No matter how determined Trump

is to divide America into two warring
camps, most of  us agree on some
things.

When it comes to assaulting,
molesting and raping young girls, we
don’t care what political party the
person belonged to. The important
thing about that man isn’t that he’s a
Republican or Democrat.

It is that he’s a sexual predator.
And we don’t like sexual predators.
To think that partisan loyalties

should take priority over protecting
innocent girls is, well, crazy.

Donald Trump has built his politi-
cal career on unleashing the crazi-
ness in America, but I do not believe
that most Americans are willing to be
that crazy.

He also has acted as if  he could lie
his way out of  any problem, but when
half  of  the people who just voted for
him say they want the truth, he’s got
a problem.

We’re at the tipping point we Amer-
icans have been approaching for a
decade now.

How many lies will be too many?
And how much craziness will be

too much?
••••••••••

Krull is director of  Franklin Col-
lege’s Pulliam School of  Journalism
and publisher of  TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.

Political party shouldn’t matter

Guest 
Editorial

John
Krull

Evelyn
English
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World of wood

1) What are the largest trees (measured by vol-

ume) on Earth?

2) What is the state tree of Indiana?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Giant Sequoia
2) Tulip tree/yellow poplar
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave

message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

LAND AUCTION
MONDAY OCTOBER

13TH, 2025
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 1 Mile North
of New Mt Pleasant on
Como Rd, Portland, IN

REAL ESTATE
95.67 Acres In Section
16, Jefferson Twp, Jay
County Indiana. Practi-
cally all tillable with

Frontage on Como Rd.
Property does have a
Windmill, Lease and
Payment will stay with
the Farm. Wooded area
not Included. Taxes to
be prorated day of Clos-
ing. Possession upon
Harvest of 2025 Crops.
Drive by’s are Welcome
or Phone Auctioneers for

More Information. Auc-

tion Held On-Site. 
OWNERS: Denney

Family Properties, LLC
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

LAND AUCTION
MONDAY OCTOBER

20TH, 2025 
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: CR 200 S
AND CR 300 E. PORT-

LAND, IN 
REAL ESTATE

74 +/- Acres in Section
35, Wayne Twp, Jay

County Indiana with 67
Acres Tillable, balance
being Wooded and

Road Frontage. Farm
has Frontage on CR’s
200 S and 300 E.

Typography: Level. Pos-
session: Upon Closing
or Harvest of 2025

Crops. Taxes: To be Pro-

rated the Day of Clos-
ing. Very Desirable Farm

in a Great Location.
Drive by’s are Welcome
or Phone Auctioneers for
More Information. Auc-
tion Held On-Site. 

OWNER:Gary D and
Kimbra L Weesner

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION 
Located: 103 S Wash-
ington Street, Montpelier

IN 
Saturday Morning

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 
10:00 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
1 story home built in

1950 with 3 bedrooms, 2
full bathrooms and

1478 square feet of liv-
ing area.  Home has a
gas forced air furnace,

central air, gas fireplace,
gas water heater, and a
detached 1 car garage.  
For more information or
a private showing con-
tact Loy Real Estate,
Kim Loy Broker 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer 260-726-

5160
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - GUNS
3 pc. Queen size bed-
room suit with Sleep
Number mattress;

Whirlpool refrigerator;
Smith Bros. 3 cushion
sofa; (2) leather reclin-
ers; Longaberger bas-
kets; McCoy owl cookie
jar; Diamond Arms 12ga
single shot; Stevens 22
lever action single shot
octagon barrel; baseball
gloves; canning jars;

Coke bottles; and many
other items not listed.
TRAILER - TOOLS
2 wheel 5’ x 6’ trailer;
Troy Bilt 24î snowblow-
er; Viper Earthquake
roto tiller; Craftsman
router; McCullouch

Power Mack 320 chain
saw; ; buzz saw blade;
2 man saw; levels; oil

cans; pry bars; pliers;
screwdrivers; and other

items not listed.
JEAN LANDIS
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Under cover in
the Industrial Building at
the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw

St., Portland, IN 
Thursday Afternoon

SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Berne 2 cushion sofa;
Berne 3 cushion sofa; 3
pc. full size bedroom

suit with 4 drawer dress-
er and 4 drawer book-
shelf; GE upright freez-
er; Avanti dorm size
refrigerator; (2) Lazy

Boy rocker/recliner;1/24
SCALE DIE CAST
CARS: LARGE
SELCTION TO

INCLUDE Dale Earn-
hardt, Michael Waltrip,
Dale Jarrett, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr.,  and Jamie

McMurray to name a
few; Hummel figurines;
Jim Davis paperweight;
Nativity blow molds; and
other items not listed.
GARDEN TRACTOR-

TOOLS
Allis Chalmer 712 gar-
den tractor with snow
thrower and roto tiller;
Sears Craftsman 12î
band saw; Black &

Decker Deluxe Power-
Shop radial arm saw;
Craftsman 12î wood
lathe; Craftsman 10î
table saw; hand saws;
furniture clamps; vise
grips; and many other

items not listed.
WILLIAM BOND STAN-

LEY, DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

THE 
CLASSFIEDS
Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

TRIPLE A
WOODWORKING

Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, 
Interior Trim,
Windows, 

Doors, Siding, 
Decks, Drywall, 
and Painting

(260)-227-0875

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco Commission

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Alcohol Beverage Board of Jay County, will hold a public
hearing at 11:00 am on September 23, 2025 at the City Council
Chambers, 1616 N. Franklin St.  in the city of Portland, to inves-
tigate the propriety of holding an alcoholic beverage permit by
the applicants listed herein. To watch the hearing, visit

https://www.in.gov/atc/public meetings/local board hearings Ap-
pointed Board Members:
3 Terry Hanks   08/15/2016
1 Jim Zimmerman   03/29/2018
2 Willard R Micheau 03/23/2021
Members serve for one year and until a successor is appointed
and qualified.
Board member one is appointed by the county commissioners.
Board member two is appointed by the largest city or town’s ex-
ecutive.
Board member three is appointed by the county council.

RC3800505 Beer Wine & Liquor Fraternal Club RENEWAL
Portland Lodge No. 768 Elks of the U.S.A, Inc. 126 W High Street
Portland IN

DL3828206 Beer & Wine Dealer Grocery Store RENEWAL
Village Pantry, LLC  704 North Meridian Street   Portland IN
D/B/A VILLAGE PANTRY #5627

CR 9-13-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
DES. NO. 2200520

LEGAL NOTICE PLANNED IMPROVEMENT  
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) has developed preliminary plans for a pro-
posed State Road (SR) 1 Small Structures Replacement and Drainage Improvement, 0.19 mile
north of SR 67 to 2.66 miles north of SR 26 North Junction, in Jay County, with a total work length
of 8.6 miles (DES 2200520). Thirty-three culverts will be replaced along with correcting isolated
roadway flooding by installing one new culvert and restoring the roadside drainage along both
sides of SR 1 at two locations. The project also includes drainage and ditch work which will occur
between County Road (CR) W 150 S to CR W 200 S and from CR W 500 S to 400 feet south of CR W
500 S, and the mill and overlay of approach pavement and full depth pavement replacement over
each culvert. Culvert replacements and drainage corrections will require between 4 to 10 feet
depth of excavation. 
The maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan includes closing SR 1 to traffic and using SR 67, SR 167, SR
3, SR 18, and SR 26 as detours as well as utilizing single lane closures with flaggers. Access to all
properties will be maintained throughout construction. Project stakeholders, including local
school corporations and emergency services will be notified of potential closures and/or detours
prior to any construction.
Construction of the project will require approximately 5.04 acres of new permanent right-of-way
with an estimated total project cost of $8,195,730. No temporary right-of-way will be needed. Every
effort to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate project impacts will be made. The permanent right-of-
way impacts will be for the small structures, ditch grading at CR W 500 S, and ditch grading be-
tween CR W 200 S and CR W 150 S. Proposed ROW widths along SR 1 are typically 30 feet from
centerline, ranging from 30 feet to 50 feet along the project route. Federal and state funds are to
be utilized for the construction of the project.
The Federal Highway Administration and INDOT have agreed that this project falls within the
guidelines of a Categorical Exclusion (CE) Level 2 environmental document. No trees will be re-
moved as a part of this project. It is anticipated that there will be approximately 0.0698 acre of per-
manent impacts and 0.1206 acre of temporary impacts to 14 wetlands. There are three streams
within the project area; Unnamed Tributary (UNT) 1 to Brooks Creek, UNT 1 to Rustic Run, and
Bit Run. There will be 71.5 linear feet of permanent impacts and 56.5 linear feet of temporary im-
pacts to the three streams as a result of this project. The US Fish and Wildlife Service made a
“may effect, not likely to adversely affect” the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), tricolored bat (Per-
imyotis subflavus), and/or the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) effect determina-
tion. Proposed impacts have been minimized to the extent practicable and cannot be avoided
due to construction access needs and worker safety.
Preliminary design plans, along with the CE are available for review at the following locations:
1) The INDOT Greenfield District Office, 32 S Broadway St, Greenfield, IN 46140, 2) Jay County
Public Library, 315 N Ship St., Portland, IN 47371, 3) Albany Community Library, 105 S. Broadway
St., Albany, IN 47320, and 4) https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/welcome-to-the-
greenfield-district/greenfield-district-current-projects/. 
All interested persons may request a public hearing be held and/or submit comments to the at-
tention of Erin Purdy, epurdy@kaskaskiaeng.com, 812-314-7041, 323 Main St, Suite E, Evansville,
IN 47708 no later than September 21, 2025. In addition, project information, including the envi-
ronmental document, may be mailed to interested persons upon request.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons and/or groups requiring
project information be made available in alternative formats are encouraged to contact the
INDOT Greenfield District for the arrangement and coordination of services. Please contact
Christine Williams, ChWilliams@indot.IN.gov, 32 South Broadway, Greenfield, IN 46140. In ac-
cordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, persons and/or groups requiring project in-
formation be made available in another language are encouraged to contact Christine Williams,
ChWilliams@indot.IN.gov, 32 South Broadway, Greenfield, IN 46140.
This notice is published in compliance with 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771
(CFR 771.111(h)(1) stating, “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out
a public involvement/public hearing program.”; 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating, “Provide for
the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the pro-
cess provides full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as appropri-
ate.”; and 3) The INDOT Project Development Public Involvement Procedures Manual approved
by the Federal Highway Administration on July 7, 2021.
CR 9-6,13-2025-HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located under cover in the Industrial Building at the Jay County Fairgrounds,

Portland Indiana on Thursday Afternoon

SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS
Oak dining room table with 6 chairs; Oak 2 pc. lighted china cabinet; Berne 2
cushion sofa; Berne 3 cushion sofa; 3 pc. full size bedroom suit with 4 drawer
dresser and 4 drawer bookshelf; GE upright freezer; Avanti dorm size
refrigerator; (2) Lazy Boy rocker/recliner; 4 drawer dresser; Lane cedar chest;
King size bed; night stands; (2) occasional chairs; Lazy Boy reclining sofa; glider
rocker; Samsung TV; kitchen appliances; sofa table; lamps; Char Broil grill;
Riccar sweeper; floor lamp; day bed; quilts; bedding; 1/24 SCALE DIE CAST
CARS: LARGE SELCTION TO INCLUDE Dale Earnhardt, Michael Waltrip,
Dale Jarrett, Dale Earnhardt Jr., Terry Labonte, Kevin Harvick, Casey Mears,
Jimmie Johnson, and Jamie McMurray to name a few; Hummel figurines; cups
& saucer sets; Autumn Leaf tea pot; linens; doilies; Lefton figurines; Milk White
set of dishes; West Moreland; Ironstone Tea Leaf plates; St Clair paperweight;
pictures; crock; Fostoria; Pyrex mixing bowl set; Jim Davis paperweight;
Nativity blow molds; baking dishes; Corelle set of dishes; (2) Apple covered
jars; Springtime Japan set of dishes; cookware; kerosene lamp; Norman
Rockwell plates; DVD’s; VHS tapes; plasticware; buttons; pictures; Christmas
decorations; picnic table;  and other items not listed.

GARDEN TRACTOR – TOOLS
Allis Chalmer 712 garden tractor with snow thrower and roto tiller; Sears
Craftsman 12” band saw; Black & Decker Deluxe PowerShop radial arm saw;
Craftsman 12” wood lathe; Craftsman 10” table saw; hand saws; furniture
clamps; vise grips; files; chisels; screwdrivers; wood plane; soldering guns;
screws; nails; bolts; nuts; creeper; gas cans; step ladder; shop lights; shovels;
rakes; hose reel; and many other items not listed. 

WILLIAM BOND STANLEY, DECEASED
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027, 

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608       Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112     Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

CR 9-13-2025

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TO APPROVE THE 
TOWNSHIP’S CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Notice is hereby given to the tax-
payers of Jackson Township, Jay
County, Indiana that the Board of
the Jackson Township Trustee
will meet on Monday, September
22, 2025 at 5341 W 400 N, Portland
IN 47371 at 7:00 PM to consider
the adoption of the Township’s
Capital Improvement Plan.
Taxpayers appearing at the meet-
ing shall have the right to com-
ment. The Capital Improvement
Plan as adopted will be referred
to the Department of Local Gov-
ernment Finance (DLGF).

Rex A. Pinkerton, Trustee
Jackson Township Trustee

CR 9-13-2025-HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
2641 E 1100 S Montpelier, IN

SATURDAY 
SEPTEMBER 20th, 2025

9:00 A.M.  
TRACTORS – CRAWLER

1968 JD 4020 D. w/ Quad-shift, Front weights,
4900 hours. 1967 JD 2510 w/ Front weights, 6800
hours. 1961 JD 3010 D. NF Tractor. JD 3020 NF
Gas Tractor w/ Quad-shift and weights. Frazer 1948
Mighty Mite 16HP D Tractor. Case 1030 Tractor w/
3600 hours. New Holland GT-122A Lawn Tractor
w/ deck and blade. Wheelhorse Raider 12 Riding
Mower. Wheelhorse 14HP Garden Tractor.
Wheelhorse 8HP Garden Tractor. Craftsman 14.5HP
Riding Mower. Homemade Tractor w/ front blade.
JD 450-B Crawler Loader.

TRUCKS – MOTORCYCLES - 
FARM EQUIPMENT 

1969 Chevrolet C50 Truck w/ 12’ Dump Grain Bin.
1968 Chevy C50 Single Axel Dump Truck. 2000
Chevy S10 ZR2 4x4 93,000 Miles. 1985 Chevy C30
Utility Truck w/ Boom Lift and Snow Plow. 1981
Chevy Luv Diesel 5 Speed. 1981 Chevy Luv for
Parts. 2021 Harley Davidson 1200 Model 48 w/
2300 Miles. 2009 Kawasaki KLX 250 S Dirt Bike
w/ 708 Miles. 2009 Kawasaki KLX 250 SF w/ 8525
Miles. (5) JD Front Weights. (12) AC Suitcase
Weights. Frontier GM 2190 R 3pt Finish Mower. 7’
Grade Master 3pt Maintainer. 3pt 1 Bottom Cable
Plow. JD 55-A 3 Bottom Plow. 3pt 1 Bottom Plow.
JD 2-12 2 Bottom Plow on Steel. Oliver 565 4
Bottom Plow. AC 2000 5 Bottom Plow. (2) JD 3pt 3
Bottom Plows. 3pt Oliver 3 Bottom Plow. JD 7’
Cycle Bar Mower. JD 4 Row Cultivator. New Idea
2 Row wide Picker. AC 1200 Field Cultivator. (3)
JD 4 Row Wide Planters. 10’ Spring Tooth Harrow.
JD 12’ Wheel Disc. Landall 11 Shank Ripper. New
Idea PTO Manure Spreader. JD 24T Square Baler.
International PTO Manure Spreader for Parts. Kelly
18” Backhoe Bucket. (2) 165 Bushel Hopper
Wagons. 200 Gallon Fuel Tank w/ New Electric
Pump. Western Snowplow w/ Skid loader Mount.
Log Chains, Binders, and Hyd Cylinders. Stihl 044,
O29, 017 Chainsaws. Stihl Weed Eater. JD 828D
Snow Blower. Troybilt 10HP Snow Blower. Honda
6HP Rear-tine Tiller. Troybilt Horse Rototiller. Yard
Sprayer w/ Electric Pump. Pickup bed Trailer w/
Toolbox. 30 Ton Hyd Press. Industrial Drill Press.
Lincoln 225 Welder. Rotary Bolt Bin. 40 Gallon 3pt
Sprayer. Merry Mac Shredder Chipper. Rabbit
Cages. Large Lot of Electric Motors. Conveyors.
Flat Stock, Pipe, Angle Iron. Large Scrap Metal Pile.
Fence, Gates, Poly Feeders. Rabbit Cages. 18.4 x 34
and 18.4 x 26 and 16.9 x 34 Duals. Rims and Tires
of All Kinds. 

TOYS – ANTIQUES 
JD, Oliver, Massey Ferguson, AC, Massey Harris
Toy Tractors. Case, AC, and Ertel 1960’s Toys. (2)
110 lb Anvils w/ Stands. Corn Sheller. Misc Slate.
Tongs and Log Rollers. Old License Plates. Garden
Plow. (4) Steel Wheels. Radio Flyer Wagon.  

OWNER: James M Robbins. 
NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  CASH –

GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING AND REAL
ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 9-13 NG/RB 9-16 NT 9-17-2025
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Under cover in
the Industrial Building at
the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw

St., Portland, IN 
Wednesday Afternoon
SEPTEMBER 24, 2025 

5:00 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Oak table with 2 extra
boards and 6 chairs,
VERY NICE; Oak flat-
door cupboard, VERY

NICE; gun cabinet; vani-
ty with bench; wood

rocker; Oak coffee table;
jewelry; jewelry boxes;
hunting knives; pocket
knives; swords; spurs;
pickle jar; parlor lamp;
belt buckles; large set of
Gone With The Wind

plates; over 5 large totes
of Hot Wheels, accor-
dion;Sears 8 track

AM/FM vehicle player;
FM radio converter;
Cobra CB;  and other

items not listed.
SUV-BOAT & TRAILER-

TOOLS
2020 Chevrolet Equinox
with 67,000 miles, VIN #
3GNAXEJEV1LS630513
; 14’ Starcraft boat with
19hp Evinrude motor,
cover, fish finder and
includes a 14’ Texas

Royal trailer; Brute 7000
watt generator; Snapper
riding lawn mower with
28î cut; Century battery
charger; Craftsman

sockets; Black & Decker
circular saw; air impact;
air rachet; tarps; and
other items not  listed.
ELDON L. COST

ESTATE
By Elaine Stump and

Beverly Paxson
Shelby County Probate

Court
Case # 2025 EST 151

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 20th,
2025

TIME  9:00 A.M. 
LOCATED:  2641 E

1100 S. Montpelier IN.
TRACTORS -
CRAWLER

1968 JD 4020 D. w/
Quad-shift, Front

weights, 4900 hours.
1967 JD 2510 w/ Front
weights, 6800 hours.
Case 1030 Tractor w/
3600 hours. New Hol-
land GT-122A Lawn
Tractor w/ deck and

blade.Wheelhorse 14HP
Garden Tractor.  JD

450-B Crawler Loader.
TRUCKS-MOTORCY-
CLES-FARM EQUIP-

MENT 
. 1968 Chevy C50 Sin-
gle Axel Dump Truck.
2000 Chevy S10 ZR2
4x4 93,000 Miles. 1985
Chevy C30 Utility Truck
w/ Boom Lift and Snow
Plow. 2021 Harley

Davidson 1200 Model
48 w/ 2300 Miles. 2009
Kawasaki KLX 250 S
Dirt Bike w/ 708 Miles.
JD 55-A 3 Bottom Plow.

Oliver 565 4 Bottom
Plow. JD 7’ Cycle Bar
Mower. JD 4 Row Culti-
vator. New Idea 2 Row
wide Picker. . JD 24T
Square Baler.  Kelly 18î
Backhoe Bucket. 30 Ton
Hyd Press. Lincoln 225
Welder. . Merry Mac

Shredder Chipper. Rab-
bit Cages. 

TOYS-ANTIQUES 
JD, Oliver, Massey Fer-
guson, AC, Massey Har-
ris Toy Tractors. . (2) 110

lb Anvils w/ Stands.
Corn Sheller. Misc Slate.
(4) Steel Wheels. Radio

Flyer Wagon. 
OWNER: James M Rob-

bins. 
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY 

SEPTEMBER 13th,
2025

10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 8584 Day
Rd, Versailles OH.

TRACTORS
JD 3010 D. Wide front,
low profile Tractor (rare).
JD A. Modified pulling

Tractor w/ weights. 1936
JD A. w/ spoke rear

rims. Massey Harris 33
Tractor. JD Tractor and
Equipment Manuals. 

TRUCK-TRAILERS-
EQUIPMENT-MISC 
2003 Ford F250 Fx4
155,000 miles. Moritz
DLH Series 10,000 lb
Dump Trailer. Tandem
Axel 10,000 lb Goose-
neck Flatbed Trailer w/
Ramps. 15’ Tandem Axel
Livestock Trailer. 13 x
38 Rims and Tires. 7’
Skid Steer Bucket w/

Boom. Snow Blade. 48î
Lawn Roller. 3 Hog
Feeders. Hardwood
Lumber. . Chicago 90
amp Flux Wire Welder.
Acetylene Cutting Set.

Lincoln 225 Stick
Welder. . Gone w/ the
Wind Style Lamp. Last
Supper and other Pic-
tures. Cast Iron Pot w/
Lid. Flower Bin. Quilting
Rack. Champion 12

gauge Single Shot Shot-
gun.  

OWNER: Kenneth Dirk-
sen Estate. 

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY SEPT.

27TH, 2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1499 N 100
W. PORTLAND, IN

RTV-TRACTOR-MOW-
ERS - MOTOR HOME-

GOLF CART.
Kubota BX2680 4WD
Tractor w/ LA 344

Loader 29.3 Hours. Fer-
ris 61î 27HP Zero Turn
Commercial Mower w/
Suspension 2020 Hours. 

2004 Condor Motor
Home w/ 2 Slide Outs,
Built-in Generator,

Sleeps 4, 20,875 Miles.
2022 EZ-GO Gas Lifted
Golf Cart w/ Rear Seat,
Street Legal.  Paddle
Boat. Flat Bottom Boat

Trailer. 
GUN -CROSSBOW
Savage 30.6 Model

110E Bolt Action. H&R
Model 923 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. North
Midlen Co. Black Pow-
der Pistol. Ten Point XR-
40 Crossbow w/ Scope
and Crank. Gun Sight
Stand. Small Combina-
tion and Gun Safe. 
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-

HOLD -MISC
Authentic Signed Paint-
ings Including West
Point Painting. 6 pc
Cherry California King
Size Bedroom Suite

Including Blanket Chest.
5 pc California King Wal-

nut Bedroom Suite.
Leather Power Love
Seat and Chair. GE
Washer and Dryer.
Gaming Table. Golf

Clubs. Pop-up Canopy.
Cornhole Game. (8) 8’
Poly Folding Tables. (34)
Padded Folding Chairs. 
High Quality Auction

with Large Selection of
Modern Items

OWNER: Gary L Morgan
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.
AL’S ODD JOBS
Repairs-Cleaning-
Assembly-Carpentry-
Painting-Pet Sitting and
many other services.
CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTE. 260-251-0636

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FOR SALE Hay and
Straw call 260-249-8458
SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

FALL MARKET
Menchhofer Farms 
5679 Wabash Rd., 
Coldwater, OH 
419-942-1502 

Open Thursday-Sunday 
1pm-7pm

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m
FOR RENT COUNTRY
HOME BETWEEN
Dunkirk & Redkey.
2BR/1 bath, suitable for
2 people. No pets/No
smokers. Rent nego-
tiable. 765-760-0272

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

On Tuesday evening, Kendra
Muhlenkamp wanted her team to
come out aggressive.

It scored twice in the first 37
seconds.

She wanted the Patriots to use
the second half  to work on cross-
es and longer shots.

Maria Laux cashed in a 25-
yarder.

They ended up on the opposite
side of  those objectives against
an undefeated rival Thursday.

The Oak Hill Golden Eagles got
on the board in the first four min-
utes on a shot from more than 30
yards out, hit another long shot
to start the second half  and
closed the scoring with a deflec-
tion off  a cross as they handed
the Jay County High School girls
soccer team a 5-0 loss.

“Still figuring it out,” said
Muhlenkamp. “I didn't underesti-
mate. I knew they were going to
be competitive. But, you know, we
came off  an 8-0 win against the
team, hoping that would boost
our morale …”

Oak Hill (8-0-1) blanked the
Patriots while delivering on
some of  their objectives in the
process. It controlled the ball
immediately, getting on the board
first when junior midfielder
Bella Kenyon found herself  all
alone with the ball in the center
of  the field. She took the opportu-
nity to bomb a shot from about 30
yards out, putting it just under
the crossbar for a 1-0 lead at the
36:47 mark.

Be aggressive, check.
Shoot from distance, check.
Defender Brooklyn Young, a

sophomore, scored twice in the
second half  as OHHS coach
Samantha Metzger flipped her
lineup. She launched a long shot
of  her own that connected in the
first five minutes and then took
cross from Lexi Nuber, typically

the team’s sweeper, and deflected
it past goalie Maleah Parsons for
the five-goal final margin.

“It was definitely good for
them to connect,” said Metzger,
whose team now has four wins in
a row for the second time this
season. (A 1-1 tie with Manches-
ter separates the two winning

streaks.) “They both play
defense, and so for them to be
able to move up top and have a
goal together was really exciting.

“I'm really proud of  how our
team played tonight,” she added.
“We’ve had a week off, and … you
never know how the girls are
going to come knowing that you

haven't played in a while. And I
thought we came out ready to
win from the get-go.”

It was a frustrating day for Jay
County (5-3), which rarely saw
scoring opportunities after
rolling over Wapahani on Tues-
day. While it wasn’t by any means
a game played entirely on the

Golden Eagles’ half  of  the field,
the visitors tended to get to the
ball first. Nuber kept it away
from the net, and junior midfield-
er/forward Kora Pond alternate-
ly dictated the offense or made
runs at the goal.

London Lloyd was generally at
the center of  the Patriots’ scor-
ing opportunities, feeding a cross
to Charlee Peters midway
through the first half, taking a
through ball from Raylin Hum-
mer for a shot on which Oak Hill
goalie Jolee Hawkins made a one-
handed save and crashing the
goal on a long free kick from
Tessa Frazee. 

Peters also had a long shot
saved at the left post about 10
minutes into the game, and Hum-
mer ran a give-and-go with Elly
Byrum late in the first half  that
Nuber and Hawkins were able to
turn away.

“They were beating us to the
passes, number one,” said Muh-
lenkamp. “And two, we weren't
able to connect. They had some
speedsters in the front …”

The Patriots played most of  the
game without leading scorer
Aixa Lopez (six goals), who was
hit in the side of  the head by a
ball kicked from behind her and
did not return.

Oak Hill’s other goals came on
a Pond through ball to junior
Erika Newhouse at the 22:02
mark of  the first half  and a Lan-
dri Hardman blitz straight up the
middle with 21:18 on the clock in
the second half.

Parsons recorded 21 saves, her
highest total of  the season. (Her
previous high was 18 in the Patri-
ots’ 2-1 loss to Coldwater on Aug.
28.)

Jay County’s next four games
will be on the road — the first
three against conference oppo-
nents, including South Adams on
Saturday, and the last against
undefeated Delta (7-0) on Sept. 23.

Fortunes reversed
Jay gives up goals on long shots, crosses in loss to Oak Hill

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School freshman Charlee Peters goes up for a header on a corner
kick during the second half of the Patriots’ 5-0 loss Thursday to the undefeated Oak Hill
Golden Eagles. The next four JCHS games will be on the road, beginning with a visit Saturday
to South Adams.

WOODBURN — The first
time the Patriots faced an
Allen County Athletic Con-
ference team, they got out
of  the gym as early as pos-
sible with a sweep.

When they went north to
face the Warriors, they
couldn’t end it in three, but
still picked up the win.

The Jay County High
School volleyball team
stayed undefeated in ACAC
play as it beat the Woodlan
Warriors on Thursday 25-
18, 25-12, 25-27, 26-24.

The Patriots (7-4, 2-0
ACAC) had a new offensive
leader as Elizabeth Bar-
nett earned 11 kills. Four
more Patriots contributed
offensively as Hallie
Schwieterman had nine
kills, Mya Kunkler and
Maria Hemmelgarn each

put down eight balls and
Brenna Schmiesing added
seven.

Defense at the net also
played a big part in the win
as Jay County blocked 13
shots. Kunkler and Hem-
melgarn led at the net with
nine and eight assisted
blocks, respectively.

JCHS also racked up 16
aces on Woodlan (7-3, 0-1
ACAC). Schwieterman led
with five aces, while Lani
Muhlenkamp served four

up and Kayla Jetmore and
Paisley Fugiett both had
three.

Ball handling leaders
were Muhlenkamp with 20
digs and Fugiett with 35
assists.

ACAC loss
BLUFFTON — While

Jay County’s boys tennis
team has had its best start
to a season since Donald
Gillespie took over as head
coach, they couldn’t beat
the Bluffton Tigers as it
dropped the ACAC opener
4-1 Thursday.

Paul Dirksen owned the
sole victory for Jay County
(6-4, 0-1 ACAC) by beating
Jacob Ribich 7-5, 6-0 at the
No. 1 singles position.

Henry Dirksen nearly
forced a third set against

Bluffton’s No. 2 singles
player, Reid Abbett, but fell
6-3, 7-6 (7-3).

Kadyn Carpenter and
Alex Miller also lost the
No. 1 singles match in a tie
breaker as Coy Lantz and
Lance Moser snuck out a 6-
3, 7-6 (7-2) win.

Gabe Overton and Brock
Wasson pushed Parker
Christal and Dane Fiechter
in the No. 2 doubles match,
but were defeated 7-5, 6-2.

Clark Wellman couldn’t
overcome Vince Lambert
in a 6-2, 6-1 No. 3 singles
loss.

Lead slipped
YORKTOWN — The Jay

County boys soccer team
couldn’t hold onto an early
lead as it lost to the York-
town Tigers 3-2 on Tuesday.

The Patriots (4-4-1) drew
first blood as Jacoby Pen-
rod found the net off  an
assist from Rockland
Beiswanger two minutes
into the game.

Penrod paid it forward
with an assist to Brody
Collins five minutes later
to put JCHS up 2-0.

The Tigers (2-6) scored
late in the half  to bring
them within one goal at the
intermission.

YHS snuck two more
balls past goalkeeper Pey-
ton Yowell, who finished
with 11 saves, to claim the
victory.

Jay struggles
ALBANY — Jay Coun-

ty’s girls golf  team had a
tough day at Albany Golf
Club on Thursday, leading

to a 215-231 loss at the
hands of  the Delta Eagles.

The Patriots’ best score
came from Taven Bently as
the junior carded a 56. She
made just one bogey on the
round, as she took five
strokes to finish the 325-
yard, par-4 fourth hole.

Delta’s Addisen Condie
earned match medalist
honors in her varsity
debut as she shot a 52.

Erin Aker followed for
Jay County (2-10) with a 57.
Aker made par three times
on holes No. 2, 3 and 6.

Alexa Ridenour finished
with 58 strokes, while Eliz-
abeth Brunswick rounded
out the score with a 60.

Reny Lingo and Crystal
Swartzentruber both had
63s that didn’t affect the
outcome.

Barnett leads Patriots past Woodlan
Jay County
Roundup
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P R I N T I N G

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Cross Country at Ran-
dolph Southern Invite – 9 a.m.; Volleyball
at Noblesville tournament – 9 a.m.; Girls
soccer at South Adams – 10 a.m.; Boys
tennis in Patriot Invitational – 10 a.m.;
Junior high volleyball vs. Woodlan – 10
a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Nate
Niekamp Invite – 8 a.m.; Cross country
at Troy Twilight – 6:30 p.m.; JV football at
St. Henry – 10 a.m.; Middle school vol-
leyball vs. Ansonia – 10 a.m.; Middle
school cross country at Troy Twilight –
6:30 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Boys tennis vs. Black-

ford – 5 p.m.; JV football at Adams Cen-
tral – 6 p.m.; Junior high soccer vs.
Muncie Southside – 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high volleyball at Muncie Southside –
5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at Russia –
4:30 p.m.; Volleyball at Crestview – 5:30
p.m.; Freshman football at Fort
Loramie – 5 p.m.; Middle school volley-
ball at Celina – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls golf vs. Southern

Wells – 4:30 p.m.; Boys tennis vs.
Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Boys soccer vs.
Richmond – 5:30 p.m.; Volleyball vs.
Adams Central – 6 p.m.; JV boys soccer
vs. Richmond – 7 p.m.; Junior high foot-
ball at Southern Wells – 5:30 p.m.; Jun-
ior high volleyball vs. Adams Central –
5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at New
Bremen – 4 p.m.; Volleyball at Minster
(including freshmen) – 4:30 p.m.; Middle
school volleyball vs. Minster – 5 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

5:35 a.m. — AFL: Gold Coast Suns at
Brisbane Lions (FS1)

7:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer:
Arsenal FC at Nottingham Forest (USA)

9 a.m. — MotoGP: San Marino Grand
Prix (FS1)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer:
Fulham at Leeds United (USA)

12 p.m. — College football: Wiscon-
sin at Alabama (ABC); Oklahoma at Tem-
ple (ESPN2); Houston Christian at
Nebraska (FS1); Oregon at Northwester
(FOX); Central Michigan at Michigan
(BTN); Clemson at Georiga Tech (ESPN)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soc-
cer: West Ham United at Tottenham Hot-
spur (NBC)

12:30 p.m. — NWSL soccer: North

Carolina Courage at Angel City (CBS)
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer:

Brentford at Chelsea (USA)
3:30 p.m. — College football: Geor-

gia at Tennessee (ABC); USC at Purdue
(CBS); Youngstown State at Michigan
State (BTN); Villanova at Penn State
(FS1); Oregon State at Texas Tech (FOX);
Pitt at West Virginia (ESPN)

4 p.m. — College football: Iowa State
at Akransas State (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — College football: Western
Michigan at Illinois (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Florida
at LSU (ABC); Texas A&M at Notre Dame
(NBC); UMass Amherst at Iowa (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Bass Pro Shops Night Race (USA)

7:30 p.m. — USL Championship soc-
cer: Charleston Battery at Oakland
Roots (FOX)

8 p.m. — College football: Duke at
Tulane (ESPN2)

8:15 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardi-
nals at Milwaukee Brewers (FOX)

9:45 p.m. — College football: Air
Force at Utah State (FS1)

10 p.m. — College football: Southern
at Fresno State (CBS)

10:05 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
at Athletics (FDSN Indiana)

10:30 p.m. — College football: Min-
nesota at Cal (ESPN); Texas State at Ari-
zona State (TNT)

Sunday
8 a.m. — MotoGP: San Marino Grand

Prix (FS1)
9 a.m. — Premier League soccer:

Burnley at Liverpool FC (USA)
12:30 p.m. — PLL lacrosse: New

York Atlas at Denver Outlaws (ABC)
1 p.m. — NFL: Chicago Bears at

Detroit Lions (FOX)
1 p.m. — College volleyball: Baylor at

Florida (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — WNBA: Golden State

Valkyries at Minnesota Lynx (ESPN)
2 p.m. — NHRA: 40th NHRA Reading

Nationals (FS1)
3 p.m. — College volleyball: Arizona

State at Texas (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — WNBA: Indiana Fever at

Atlanta Dream (ABC)
3 p.m. — La Liga soccer: FC

Barcelona at Valencia (ESPN)
4:05 p.m. — NFL: Denver Broncos at

Indianapolis Colts (CBS)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Athletics (FDSN Indiana)
4:25 p.m. — NFL: Philadelphia

Eagles at Kansas City Chiefs (FOX)
5 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at

Phoenix Mercury (ESPN)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees

at Boston Red Sox (ESPN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Atlanta Falcons at
Minnesota Vikings (NBC)

10 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at
Las Vegas Aces (ESPN)

Monday
6:15 p.m. — Track and Field: World

Athletics Championships (USA)
7 p.m. — NFL: Tampa Bay Bucca-

neers at Houston Texans (ABC)
7:45 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

St. Louis Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)
10 p.m. — NFL: Los Angeles Charg-

ers at Las Vegas Raiders (ABC)

Tuesday
6:15 p.m. — Track and Field: World

Athletics Championships (USA)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres

at New York Mets (TBS)
7:30 p.m. — College volleyball:

Nebraska at Creighton (FS1)
7:30 p.m. — WNBA: Atlanta Dream at

Indiana Fever (ESPN)
7:45 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

St. Louis Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)
9:30 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces

at Seattle Storm (ESPN)
10:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia

Phillies at Los Angeles Dodgers (TBS)

Local notes
Cooper to host

Cooper Farms will host its 18th Annual
Turkey Trot 5K benefitting EverHeart Hos-
pice on Nov. 1.

The race will begin at Cooper Frams
Turkey Harvesting Palnt at 1 Cooper Farms
Drive, St. Henry, OH. Registration is at 9
a.m. with the race beginning at 10 a.m.

There will be age groups from 9-and-
younger to 60-and-older. Awards will be
handed out to the top female and male
from each age group.

Refreshments and a to-go turkeymeal
will be provided for all runners.

For more information on registering,
visit speedy-feet.comn and search “Coop-
er Farms Turkey Trot 5K” or email Tonya
Huber at tonyah@cooperfarms.com.

Chamber to host
Jay County Chamber of Commerce will

host its golf outing on Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.
Participation costs $250 per team with

lunch included. A $20 team mulligan golf
ball can be purchased as well.

Sponsorships can be purchased as
well. A lunch sponsorship will cost $500,
while a gold sponsorship will go for $450.
Hole sponsorships cost $100 for mem-
bers and $150 for non-members.

The deadline to register is Sept. 12. For
more info, call (260) 726-4481 or email
amanda@jaycountychamber.com.

Sports on tap

Class 2A No. 1 Adams Central
Jets (4-0, 2-0 ACAC)

at Jay County
Patriots (1-3, 0-2 ACAC)

Adms Cnt. 0 19 14 7 — 40
Jay Co. 0 0 0 0 — 0

First Quarter
No scoring

Second Quarter
AC — Joey Everett 67 run (pass

failed), 7:09.
AC — Vance Miller 33 run (run

failed), 2:42.
AC — Everett 29 pass from

Roach (Braylen Cowans kick),
1:56.

Third Quarter
AC — Miller 5 run (Cowans

kick), 9:26.
AC — Miller 3 run (Cowans

kick), 2:30.

Fourth Quarter
AC — Thomas Laughlin 3 run

(Cowans kick), 8:00.

Team Statistics
AC JC

Rushes - yds 26-280 36-100
Comp-Att-Int 6-9-0 7-11-0
Passing yds 82 62
Total Plays 35 47
Total Offense 362 162
Punt ret - yds 1-27 0-0
Kickoff ret - yds 1-3 2-35
Sacks - yds lost 0-0 0-0
Punts - yds 0-0 4-103
Ints - yds 0-0 0-0
Fumbles - lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties - yds 1-10 2-15

Individual Statistics
Rushing — Adams Central —
Vance Miller 12-122, Joey
Everett 4-78, Jamison Roach 7-
67, Thomas Laughlin 3-13. Jay
County — Garrett Bennett 6-29,
Leighton Brown 11-21, Brady Jet-
more 6-20, Carter Fugiett 8-20,
Nick Laux 3-8, Bryan Fields 1-3,
Kenton Cochran 1-(-1).
Passing — Adams Central —
Jamison Roach 6-9-0 82. Jay
County — Nick Laux 7-11-0 62. 
Receiving —  Adams Central —
Brayland Reber 3-32, Joey
Everett 1-29, Barrett Collier 1-
14, Ashton Yergler 1-7. Jay Coun-
ty — Aiden Phillips 5-53, Brady
Jetmore 1-6, Carter Fugiett 1-3.

Box score

The Tribe needed a win to
keep their hopes of  a second
Midwest Athletic Conference
title alive.

The Indians played just well
enough and now they need to
close out the final MAC match to
be tied heading into the tourna-
ment.

Fort Recovery High School’s
girls golf  team picked off  unde-
feated St. Henry 194-197 at Port-
land Golf  Club on Thursday to
pull itself  into a tie for first
place in the MAC.

Olivia Knapke’s 45 strokes
beat out Ava Wattercutter, who
shot a 48 to lead St. Henry, to
earn match medalist honors.

Evvie Briner also shot better
than all of  St. Henry as she card-

ed a 47. Mallory Evers finished
one stroke behind with a 48 and
Georgia Wenning’s 54 rounded
out the team score.

Cora Pearson had 57 strokes
and Macy Kaffenberger shot a
58 that didn’t impact the final.

Fort Recovery (10-1, 6-1 MAC)
only has a match at New Bre-
men remaining. It will play the
Cardinals on Tuesday, but the
match is sandwiched around a

pair of  non-conference meets on
Monday and Thursday.

Should the Indians beat
NBHS, they would enter Satur-
day’s MAC Tournament tied for
the top spot and placing first
would give them their second
consecutive outright conference
title.

Offense falters
FORT RECOVERY — The Fort

Recovery volleyball team put up
a good fight but  couldn’t over-
come the Division VI No. 1 New
Bremen Cardinals in a 25-20, 25-
17, 25-20 loss on Thursday.

The Tribe offense struggled as
Fort Recovery (3-5, 0-3 MAC)
only managed 28 kills to the 42
balls New Bremen (10-0, 3-0

MAC) put down. Bridget Homan
and Brynn Willmann led the
way with six kills apiece, while
Cameron Muhlenkamp and
Kenna Dues each had five.

Other leaders for the Indians
were Dues with four aces, Muh-
lenkamp with two blocks,
Homan with 10 digs and Kayden
Ranley with 22 assists.

FRHS will face Crestview next
before returning to MAC play
with a match at Minster.

LeFevre leads
CELINA, Ohio — The Fort

Recovery boys golf  team lost
another nailbiter on Thursday
at Mercer County Elks Golf
Course as St. Henry took it
down 167-172.

Reece LeFevre earned match
medalist honors for the 10th
time this season by shooting a 36
for even-par. He had one blip on
the third hole, where he shot a
triple-bogey, but a birdie on the
second and an eagle on the
fourth made up for it.

St. Henry was led by Michael
Rindler, who carded a 39.

Both Caleb Smith and Andrew
Rehmert provided the second-
best score for the Indians (7-6, 4-
5 MAC) by finishing with 45
strokes. They combined to make
eight pars and six bogeys.

Luke Fortkamp rounded out
the team score with a 46.

Carson Fullenkamp shot a 47
and Garrett Diller carded a 49
that didn’t affect the final.

Fort Recovery
Roundup

Tribe golfers beat undefeated St. Henry

Continued from page 10
“We bounced back hard this

week,” said senior quarterback
Nick Laux. “We focused on doing
the little things right and work-
ing hard — playing together no
matter the outcome.

“I thought we came out and just
worked hard. That was the
biggest thing. We used that expe-
rience we had last week to hum-
ble us, and everybody rallied
together this week and went at
it.”

Jay County (1-3, 0-2 ACAC)
started in a completely new look,
eschewing the offensive forma-
tions they had run over the
course of  the first three weeks in
favor of  the double wing.

It was effective early.
Using the tightly packed forma-

tion based on deceiving the
defense, the Patriots needed just
two plays to get a first down on
carries of  4 and 7 yards from
Leighton Brown. They punted

three plays later, but responded by
forcing a three-and out for Adams
Central (4-0, 1-0 ACAC).

JCHS gained more momentum
on its second drive, which started
with an 8-yard run from Brady
Jetmore. It chipped away, with
Carter Fugiett converting a
fourth-and-2 on the first play of
the second quarter en route to
moving the ball to the 29-yard line.

The home team tried to get the
first points on the board, sending
freshman kicker Jacoby Penrod
out to attempt a 46-yard field goal.
He had the distance, but his boot
hooked just wide left.

Still, to that point the Patriots
had held the ball for 13 minutes, 37
seconds, while Adams Central
had run just three plays.

“Their game plan was such that
they took us out of  what we want-
ed to do,” said ACHS coach
Michael Mosser. “We came into
this ball game not knowing what
the heck they were going to do.

We’ve seen a gamut of  things
from them offensively. …

“We had no clue. And this, to be
honest, I didn’t think this. …

“Kudos to them. It’s a good
game plan against us. And if
their game plan was to hold the
ball and drive and prevent us
from scoring, they accomplished
that.”

The game turned when his Jets
touched the ball for the second
time, with senior running back
Joey Everett breaking a 67-yard
sweep for a touchdown around
the right end. After Vance Miller
ran in a 33-yard score, Adams
Central quarterback Jamison
Roach hit Everett for a 29-yard TD
that made it 19-0 at the half.

The visitors went on to score on
every possession after their
short-lived opening drive, with
Miller adding touchdown runs of
5 and 3 yards in the third quarter
as part of  his 12-carry, 122-yard
evening. Thomas Laughlin

reached paydirt on a 3-yarder in
the fourth.

Though the scoreboard was
more lopsided than in the previ-
ous two seasons against ACHS,
the Patriots walked off  the field
Friday night with a much more
hopeful outlook than they had
seven days earlier.

“We told our kids this week,
we’re going to bet on our tough-
ness,” said Fields. “We’ve tried
the option game; it hasn’t worked.
It’s not who we are.

“I thought they played really
tough. … That’s who we’ve got to
be. And I think that fits the com-
munity. …”

“We left New Castle kind of
confused. We left Southern Wells
with very little hope,” he added.
“I think our kids were scared we
were a bad football team. Even as
bad as the score is, I think we
leave tonight as a hopeful football
team that can grow and win foot-
ball games.”

Progress ...

Jay County
running back Leighton
Brown takes a handoff
from quarterback Nick
Laux during the second
half of Friday night’s 40-
0 loss to the Class 2A
No. 1 Adams Central
Jets. Brown carried the
ball on the first two
plays of the game and
picked up a first down
for the Patriots.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Sports
Saturday, September 13, 2025

JCHS girls soccer fell to
undefeated Oak Hill, 
see story page 8

Jay cross country travels to
Randolph Southern today,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Eddie Fields called
time out with 8:31 on
the clock in the second
quarter.

To that point, his
team had 55 yards of
offense and four first
downs.

The Class 2A No. 1
defending state champi-
ons had run three plays,
gained 5 yards and
punted.

Eventually the game
shifted, with Adams
Central imposing its
will. But there was sig-
nificant progress for
the Jay County High
School football team
Friday despite its 40-0
loss to the visiting Jets.

“I thought we moved
forward. I thought our
kids grew, and they
were better,” said
Fields, who is in his
first year leading JCHS.
“I thought the positives
out of  our kids — the
toughness and playing
hard — came back. And
we hadn’t seen it for
two weeks.”

The Patriots were left
reeling a week earlier
when they lost 21-14 to a
Southern Wells squad
that had dropped 21 in a
row overall and 25
straight in the Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence.

In between, they
regrouped.

See Progress page 9

Progress in defeat

FORT RECOVERY —
The Tribe showed some
life against the Cavaliers
in week No. 3, but could-
n’t get the win.

When the fifth-ranked
team made the eight mile
drive across Ohio 119,
there were similar
results.

The Fort Recovery
High School football
team hung with Division
VII No. 5 St. Henry, keep-
ing the game tied at half-
time, but ultimately fell
33-13 Friday.

St. Henry (3-1, 1-1 Mid-
west Athletic Confer-
ence) struck first as quar-
terback Charlie Werling
completed an eight-play
drive with a 7-yard carry
with 4 minutes 10 sec-
onds remaining in the
first quarter.

The ball changed hands
a couple of  times before
the Indians (2-2, 0-2 MAC)
struck back. After receiv-
ing the ball at their own
20-yard line, Reece Wen-
del, the team’s leading
rusher with 87 yards,
ripped off  a 79-yard carry
before getting stopped at
the one. Breaker Jutte got
the ball for the 1-yard
touchdown to tie the
game 6-6.

The game went down-
hill for Fort Recovery in
the final six minutes of
the third quarter. The
first score of  the period
came at the 5:59 mark as
Werling connected with
Will Speck for an 11-yard
touchdown.

The next time SHHS
got the ball back, Werling
took the pigskin himself,
traveling the full 91 yards
to the end zone to go up
19-6.

The Tribe got some
relief  as it scored on a
trick play where Jutte
threw a 21-yard touch-
down to Brody Barga to
cap off  an 11-play, 75-yard
drive.

Things again turned
south for FRHS as St.
Henry managed two
more scores to ice the
game away. The first was
a 3-yard keeper by Wer-
ling, while the second
was a Jak Huelsman pick
six.

The Indians got beat on
the ground as St. Henry
totaled 287 rushing yards
on 36 attempts to their 28
attempts that amounted
to 163. Werling worked
exceptionally well out of
the backfield, gaining 201
of  the team’s yards, while
Speck followed with 79.

Along with Wendel’s 87
yards, Alex Garke added
48 and Jutte had 28.

Neither team did much
in the air as Werling
passed for 59 yards and
one touchdown while
going 5-of-11 with an
interception and Gaerke
went 3-for-14 for 32 yards
and two balls that got
picked off.

Tribe hung
with fifth
ranked 

St. Henry
until giving

up 13 
points in
the third
quarter

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Carter Fugiett of Jay County High School turns the corner on a pair of Adams Central
defenders, including Joey Everett (left), during the second half Friday. Fugiett was one of four Patriots
to rush for 20-plus yards, joining Garrett Bennett (29), Leighton Brown (21) and Brady Jetmore (20).

Patriots show toughness, togetherness
despite falling 40-0 to top-ranked Adams Central

Get your local sports news
online at thecr.com

Tied
until
half


