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INDIANAPOLIS — For the
second year in a row, The Graph-
ic Printing Company earned
more than 30 awards in the state
journalism contest.

Awards were presented Friday
during the Hoosier State Press
Association Foundation Journal-
ism Conference and Awards
Luncheon on Friday at Crowne
Plaza Indianapolis Airport, with
The Graphic Printing Company
earning 31. That total included
13 for its flagship publication,
The Commercial Review, and
nine first-place honors.

www.thecr.com

Haul included 13 for The Commercial Review,
with Balko winning for sports event coverage

The CR has earned at least five
awards in the Hoosier State
Press Association contest every
year since 2011.

It picked up another 13 awards
for The News-Gazette (Winches-

ter) and five for The News Times
(Hartford City), both in Division
I (non-dailies with a circulation
of 1,500 or fewer).

The awards for The CR came
in Division III, which is for daily

newspapers with a circulation of
6,000 or fewer. The contest period
covered April 1, 2024, through
March 31, 2025.

In its first two full years of
ownership of the three papers —

$1

GPC earns 31 state awards

the company bought The News-
Gazette and The News Times in
May 2023 — it has earned a total
of 67 awards from the state press
association.

Sports reporter Andrew Balko
earned the lone first-place award
for The Commercial Review for
sports event coverage — one of
his seven awards on the day. His
win came for his story about the
Jay County High School boys’
soccer team’s 3-2 win over East-
brook in penalty kicks for the
2024 sectional championship.

See Awards page 2
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Royalty,
delivery

Jay County  High
School celebrated
homecoming Friday night.
Finley Hatzell and
Matthew Fisher (above)
were crowned king and
queen during halftime of
the Patriots’ loss to the
Bluffton Tigers. A
Sikorsky UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter (left)
passes over Harold E.
Schutz Memorial
Stadium while delivering
the game ball. After it
landed west of the
stadium, Jay County
JROTC students took the
ball and delivered it to
former coach Tom Bruin.
For another photo from
homecoming festivities,
see page 2. For more on
the game, see page 10.

Funding
measure
comes up
short in
Senate

Dueling
versions
shot down

before
recess

By DAVID LERMAN
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON —
The Senate shot down
dueling versions of a
short-term funding patch
Friday before leaving
town for a weeklong
recess without a plan in
place to avoid a partial
government  shutdown
next month.

With lawmakers unable
to resolve a partisan stand-
off over extending expir-
ing health insurance sub-
sidies, Senate leaders
agreed to engage in a bit of
political theater, allowing
each party to get a vote on
its own version of a stop-
gap spending measure,
knowing neither would
have enough support to
pass.

Party leaders agreed to

set a 60-vote threshold for
each, and the GOP-con-
trolled chamber is divided
53-47.

Republican leaders got a
bit of surprise bad news
when Sen. Lisa Murkows-
ki, R-Alaska, voted against
the Republican-authored
version, which passed the
House earlier Friday.
Murkowski, who has pro-
posed extending the high-
er health care subsidies
for two years, joined
Sen. Rand Paul of Ken-

tucky as the only
two GOP senators to vote
“no.”

Republicans actually got
fewer votes for their ver-
sion, which fell short on a
44-48 vote, despite backing
from Sen. John Fetterman,
D-Pa. The vote on Democ-
rats’ more expansive stop-
gap bill, which would per-
manently extend the expir-
ing health care tax credits,
was 47-45; no one on either
side crossed the aisle on
that vote.

Multiple absences on
the GOP side Friday didn’t
help their cause,
though Republicans didn’t
expect to pass their bill in
the first place and gave
senators a pass to be else-
where if needed.

The defeat of both bills
inched the government
closer to a partial shut-
down once current fund-
ing runs out on Sept. 30.

See Funding page 2
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Balko also picked up a third-
place award for sports feature
photo.

President, editor and publisher
Ray Cooney earned six awards
for The CR as part of his total of
13 across all three publications.
He took second place for editorial
writer and general news photo
and third for sports event cover-
age, headline writing, general
news photo and sports action
photo.

Reporter Bailey Cline earned
three of her four awards in pho-
tography categories for The Com-
mercial Review, taking second

place for best feature photo and
second and third places for por-
trait.

Columnist  Olivia  Smith
received the first award of her
career, taking third for general
commentary.

The Commercial Review’s staff
also earned third place for its
website.

The News-Gazette had a big
day with six first-place awards.
Cooney picked up three of those
wins — news coverage under
deadline pressure for his story
about the memorial service hon-
oring fallen Winchester firefight-
er Rick Sanders, sports event cov-

erage for his story about the
Wapahani High School 4x800-
meter relay team’s regional
championship and general news
photo for his photo of firefighters
battling a fire in northern Ran-
dolph County:

Scott Shaffer claimed first
place for portrait for his photo of
Kaylee Thompson with Santa
Claus at Northblock Coffee in
Winchester, and Hank Nuwer
won for general commentary for
his Far From Randolph County
column. The newspaper also took
the top spot for best website.

The News Times also picked up
a couple of first-place honors.

Wins came from Balko in multi-
ple picture group for his photos
from the Blackford County Fair
and Cooney in sports action
photo for his shot of Delta receiv-
er Cooper Bratton making a one-
handed catch during the Eagles’
2024 sectional semifinal loss to
Mississinewa.

The Graphic Printing Compa-
ny swept a couple of categories in
Division I. Cooney (second for
The News-Gazette) and Cline
(third for The News-Gazette)
joined first-place Balko in the
multiple picture group category.
Balko picked up second place for
The News-Gazette and third for

The News Times for sports event
coverage behind Cooney’s win.

Other Division I awards for
The Graphic Printing Company
were as follows:
The News-Gazette

Second — Cooney for short fea-
ture story, and Balko for feature
photo

Third — Balko for sports fea-
ture photo and retired sports edi-
tor Rick Reed for sports feature
coverage

The News Times

Second — Cooney for general
news photo and the staff for web-
site
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Today in history

In 1519, a group led
by Ferdinand Magellan
of Portugal departed on
a quest to circumnavi-
gate the globe. Though
he died during the voy-
age, the expedition
accomplished its goal.

In 1850, Congress
abolished the slave
trade in Washington,
D.C. It came as part of
legislation referred to
as the Compromise of
1850.

In 1870, Italian
troops occupied Rome.
The military move
eventually led to Rome
being incorporated into
the Kingdom of Italy
and limiting the Pope’s
governing authority.

In 1878, Upton Sin-
clair, “ author of “The
Jungle,” was born in
Baltimore, Maryland.

In 1881, Chester A.
Arthur was sworn in as
the 21st president of the
United States, one day
after the death of
James A. Garfield.

In 1886, Johannes-
burg was founded in
South Africa.

In 1917, basketball
coach Red Auerbach
was born Arnold Jacob

Auerbach in Brooklyn,
New York. He won nine
NBA championships as
coach of the Boston
Celtics.

In 1973, Billie Jean
King defeated Bobby
Riggs in a “Battle of the
Sexes” tennis match.

In 1984, a suicide car
bomber Kkilled 22 in an
attack on the U.S.
embassy in Beirut.

In 1997, the Jay
County High School vol-
leyball team won the
Eastbrook Invitational.
Kim Flowers racked up
15 aces and 27 digs in
the tournament.

In 2001, President
George W. Bush
declared a global mili-
tary campaign against
terrorism.

In 2017, Hurricane
Maria hit Puerto Rico.
The storm was respon-
sible for nearly 3,000
deaths and more than
$90 billion in damage.

In 2021, Fort Recov-
ery School Board
approved the hiring of
Kevin Eyink as baseball
coach. Eyink had been
an assistant under for-
mer coach Jerry Kaup.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

9 a.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

Tuesday

6 p.m. — Redkey
Town Council, cabin,
Morgan Park, 50
Mooney St.
Wednesday

6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council public hear-
ing, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,

Inaugural return

The Jay County High School Class of 1976 was welcomed back for Friday’s homecoming
celebration, including members riding on a float in the parade. Pictured, the float carrying the
members of the school’s first graduating class makes its way down Votaw Street.
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Funding ...

Continued from page 1

Senate Majority
Leader John Thune, R-
South Dakota, said he plans
to reconsider the vote when
the Senate comes back after
recess. Unless
senators return early from
the Rosh Hashana recess
next week — an option Sen-
ate leaders did not rule out
Friday — lawmakers would
have only two scheduled
work days remaining to
pass a funding extension
before the deadline.

“I think it’s unlikely we’ll
be in next week but, obvi-
ously, never say never,”
Thune said.

House GOP leaders,
meanwhile, on Friday can-
celed their scheduled Sept.
29-30 votes, though they
reserved the right to call
members back to Washing-
ton if the Senate hasn’t
passed a stopgap bill yet.

The House-passed meas-
ure would extend current
spending levels through
Nov. 21 to keep the govern-
ment open. But it would not
include an extension for the
enhanced tax credits that
defray the cost of health
coverage purchased on gov-
ernment-run
exchanges, which are set to
expire at the end of this
year.

Democrats included a
permanent extension of
those subsidies — at an
estimated cost of $350 bil-

Welarelgrowing!

lion over 10 years — in
their stopgap bill, which
would extend current
spending through Oct. 31.

The defeats of both ver-
sions set the stage for a
tense standoff that could
drag on straight through a
potential shutdown unless
leaders can reach a biparti-
san deal. But so far, neither
side was ready to blink.

Thune told reporters
repeatedly there was no
room for negotiating costly
health care provisions in a
short-term funding exten-
sion.

“It looks to me like it’s
either this or a shutdown,”
he said of the Republican
bill.

But the Congressional
Budget Office and other
independent analysts say
by then it will be too late to
prevent steep premium
increases for millions of
individuals with coverage
purchased on federal and
state exchanges, with
insurers already setting
rates and open enrollment
starting Nov. 1.

“When Republicans say
they don’t want to talk
about health care — yet —
what they are saying is they
don’t want to talk about it
until a lot of the damage
has been done,” Senate
Appropriations ranking
Democrat Patty Murray
of Washington said during
debate Friday.

Sprunger & Sprunger Attorneys at

Law seeks a FULL-TIME FAMILY
& CRIMINAL LEGAL ASSISTANT.
Duties include managing case files,

drafting pleadings, maintaining
calendars, discovery, trial prep, and
receptionist work. Must be organized
and detail oriented.

SPRUNGER
- SPRUNGER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Send resume and cover letter to mitch@sprungersas.com

with subject line: Legal Assistant — Family & Criminal Law

MUSEUM of

* W *

Come join
us at the

Jay County
Fair grounds

for

Huey

helicopter

rides!

the SOLDIER
Portland, Indiana

10am-3pm

Aduits
$100

12 and under
$50

Don’t miss the military vehicle parade
downtown Portland Saturday at 10am

Museum of the Soldier

MAREER mYsUERY
piHEFER ThEaORR

Supporting 2026 Hartford City Hometown Days

Saturday, October 4"

Blackford County 4H Fairgrounds

310 E Park Ave, Hartford City

DRESS UP THEME
“l Love The 80's To
Death”

Dinner @ 6pm
Baked Steak, Cheesy
Potatoes, Green Beans,
Roll, and Non-Alcoholic
Drink

TICKETS

$45/ticket or 2 for $80

Show @ 7pm_
Cash Bar available
during meal and at

intermission

Tickets available at the Purdue Extension
Blackford County Office (124 N Jefferson St in
Hartford City) or by emailing Melanie Piercy at

piercyO@purdue.edu
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By BETH DOOLEY
The Minnesota Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

Panzanella, the classic
Italian salad of sun-split
tomatoes and crisped crou-
tons flush with a bold vinai-
grette, is the pinnacle of the
late summer harvest.

And if we were in Tus-
cany, home of the original
panzanella, and sipping chi-
anti as the sun sinks into the
hills, that dish might
include a whole lot more —
roasted red peppers or roast-
ed eggplant, or blanched
green beans, perhaps toma-
toes.

In Italy, panzanella simply
means bread salad. Born of
Italian thrift and creativity,
it’s a delicious way to dis-
patch stale bread and what’s
left in the garden. This
recipe was inspired by a
bounty of plump, almost too-
ripe, red bell peppers from
the farmers market. It show-
cases their sweet, smoky
nature when blistered under
the broiler or on the grill,
and it relies on a few slices
of stale miche, baguette or
ciabatta.

Though some recipes rec-
ommend soaking the bread
in water first, that step
washes out its flavor and tex-
ture. Lightly toasted dried-
out bread has the best tex-
ture, crisped on the outside
and chewy within and just
absorbent enough to soak up
all the salad’s components.

The backbone of this salad
is the fragrant basil vinai-
grette. Simply whizz together
handfuls of garden-fresh
basil, peppery olive oil, fresh

when well toasted, won’t turn
to mush as the salad rests and
the ingredients meld together.

This is a wonderful make-
ahead summer salad. Turn it
into a vegetarian meal by
adding a cupful of cooked
white beans and/or mozzarel-
la and shredded Parmesan
cheese. For omnivores, toss in
grilled chicken, sausage or
salmon. It will hold up for a
potluck, backyard barbecue,
picnic or an easy and elegant
dinner on the deck. Don’t for-
get the chianti.

Harvest Panzanella

Serves 6.

You can make this ahead,
just be sure to toast the
bread well so it doesn’t turn
to mush as the flavors meld
together. Use any fresh veg-
gies you have on hand. This
recipe features roasted pep-
pers but tomatoes, corn and
green beans all work beauti-
fully. Add a few olives for
color and punch.

4 large red bell peppers
(about 2 1b.)

Y% c. extra-virgin olive oil,
divided

Coarse salt

Freshly ground black pep-
per

1 small onion,
sliced

Y% baguette or country-
style bread, cubed into 1-in.
squares (about 10 to 12 ¢.)

2 cloves garlic, minced

3 tbsp. red wine vinegar

Generous pinch red pep-
per flakes

Y4 c¢. chopped fresh basil

2 tbsp. chopped parsley

thinly

Dish stars red peppers

high or prepare the grill.
Toss the peppers with 1
tablespoon of the oil and
season with the salt and pep-
per.

Roast the peppers, turning
occasionally until their
skins are blackened and blis-
tered all over, about 10 to 12
minutes. Remove and cover
with a kitchen towel or set in
a paper bag to cool for 15
minutes. Peel and seed the
peppers and cut into 1- to 2-
inch pieces. Transfer to a
large bowl and add the
onion.

Preheat the oven to 400
degrees. Line a baking sheet
with parchment paper. Scat-
ter the bread cubes over the
baking sheet and drizzle
with 2 tablespoons of the oil,
tossing until well coated.
Season with salt and pepper
and toast in the oven, shak-
ing the pan occasionally,
until crisped and brown,
about 8 to 10 minutes.
Remove and allow to cool.

Put the garlic, vinegar,
pinch of red pepper flakes,
basil, parsley and the
remaining oil into a blender
and whizz together.

Transfer the toasted bread
cubes to the bowl with the
vegetables and toss with the
vinaigrette. Taste and adjust
the seasoning, adding addi-
tional oil and vinegar, salt,
red pepper flakes, and black
pepper as necessary.

Cover and allow the fla-
vors to mingle at least 1
hour or up to 4 hours before
serving.

Beth Dooley is the author
of “The Perennial Kitchen.”

Adult son refuses
to share the truth

DEAR ABBY: My son has
trouble telling the truth. He was
getting up late, dressing for
work, leaving and coming back
early. When my husband and I
asked him about having a job, he
said he had one. When we asked
him to show us his paycheck, he
fumbled around on his phone,
then he confessed that he had no
job. He said he has been at the
library looking for work.

This isn’t the first time my son
has lied to us. He agreed to coun-
seling. He is good to us and he is
kind, but he lies. He is in his 40s
now. Help! How do we live with a
liar? — CAN’T BELIEVE HIM IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR CAN'T BELIEVE:
Assuming that your son isn’t
penniless, where has he been
getting money? If it is from
you and your husband, it’s
time to stop. That may give
him an incentive to look hard-
er for employment. While you
are at it, give him a date after
which he must have found
other lodging, and stick to it. A
counselor may be able to help
your son with his problem
telling the truth, but it is long
past time that you stopped liv-
ing with it.

DEAR ABBY: I am 29 and on
the autism spectrum, and I live
with my parents. I work a full-
time job I enjoy and help my
folks out financially wherever I
can, but my life feels like it is at
a dead end.

I have wanted to go back to
college, but I often wonder if it’s
even worth it anymore. On top
of that, my two best friends
abandoned me, and I can’t shake
off my loneliness. I want to be
successful and meet new people,
but I have no idea what to do or
where to go from here. Is there
still hope? — LOST CAUSE IN

will enhance your career
opportunities, avail yourself
of the opportunity. You are
single and don’t have chil-
dren to support, so this is the
time to go for it.

As to your loneliness, you
are socially isolated right
now. Getting out and into
activities that interest you
will enhance your chances of
meeting like-minded people.
You may be depressed, but
you are NOT a lost cause. Of
course there is still hope!

DEAR ABBY: I have lousy
Iuck with women. I get involved
with women who are slightly
broken. Then I fix them and
think we are growing a relation-
ship, only for them to find the
next love of their lives and push
me into the friend zone. It is
leaving me disappointed and
emotionally exhausted. I'm a
good person, capable of giving
and accepting love, but it
appears I'm only a stopgap. It’s
making me want to just be
alone. Advice? — MR. FIX-IT IN
ILLINOIS

DEAR MR. FIX-IT: There is
nothing wrong with being
alone. In fact, it can be
healthy. You need to break a
destructive pattern that you
may have established. It is
important that you get over
the impulse to rescue women
who have been unlucky in
love and whose self-esteem is
weak. Concentrate instead on
finding someone who feels
good about herself without
your help, and you may have
better luck.

garlic and a splash of snappy Directions Find her at bethdoo- GEORGIA
red wine vinegar. The bread, = Preheat the broiler on leyskitchen.com. DEAR LOST CAUSE: You
are only 29! If you think that
furthering your education
Community Calendar
Notices will appear in based recovery group for For more information, call COMPASSIONATE CON-

Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
am. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St.,, Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
MUSEUM — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third
Friday and Saturday of
each month at Webster
Depot, 132 W. Railroad St.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-

all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Friday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank St.,
Portland. Hours are 1 to 5
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth Tues-
day of each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
atnoon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352

or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —

Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
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Former resident calls for change

To the editor:

Portland continues to take hit
after hit, and the challenges our
community faces cannot be
ignored any longer.

From economic decline to
housing shortages and infra-
structure failures, it feels as
though our city is being tested
at every turn — and yet, little
is being done to find real solu-
tions.

Jay County has lost over 1,000
jobs in the past decade, shrink-
ing the local workforce and
weakening the tax base. At the
same time, our housing stock
has barely grown since the
1990s, leaving us with shortages

Letters to
the Editor

lies move elsewhere. Efforts to
develop new housing are mov-
ing far too slowly.
Infrastructure is another crit-
ical problem. Flooding from
Millers Branch and the Salam-
onie River continues to damage
property and quality of life,
while the city still faces a 2025
deadline to eliminate combined

gency services are stretched
thin, with outdated facilities
and communications equip-
ment that put both responders
and residents at risk.

Health and social issues com-
pound these struggles. Jay
County is classified as a short-
age area for primary care, den-
tal and mental health services.
Prescription drug abuse and
overdoses remain serious con-
cerns. Poverty rates are high,
especially among children, leav-
ing too many families vulnera-
ble.

Adding to these problems, the
Portland Police Department has
become part of the issue rather

no secret the department needs
a complete overhaul. A commu-
nity cannot thrive without trust
in law enforcement and, right
now, that trust is broken.

On top of this, downtown
Portland still suffers from neg-
lected and hazardous proper-
ties, stalling revitalization
efforts. Policy debates over
solar farms, wind energy and
funding bills only add to the
uncertainty about the county’s
direction.

As a former Portland resident
and now a business owner
based out of Houston, Texas, I
have reached out to Mayor Jeff
Westlake and members of the

ly replied but now no longer
responds, and not one council
member has acknowledged my
repeated emails. My business
and I have even offered to sit
down and meet — at no cost
to discuss ways we could
help address these challenges,
yet nobody has been willing to
respond.

Portland and Jay County
deserve leaders who listen, who
respond and who act with
urgency. Ignoring citizens and
rejecting offers of help will not
move this community forward.
The time for change is now.

Sincerely,

Josh Schlechty

and blight while younger fami-

sewer overflows.

Reject divide,
forge new hope

By RICH HARWOOD
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

The cold-blooded mur-
der of the young, conser-
vative activist Charlie
Kirk is a tragic reminder
of the state of our nation.
We must awaken ourselves
to the harsh truth that con-
fronts us: While our poli-
tics are broken, something
much deeper and more
profound is happening in
America. We face a cultur-
al and human dilemma.

So, let’s tell the truth. We
need more truth-tellers.

Too often these days, a
commitment to decency is
replaced with cruelty and
capricious acts. People’s
inherent dignity gets lip
service while so many
Americans suffer and lose
hope. Rhetorical prayers
and condolences take the
place of real action, which
we so desperately need
today.

There is too much
hatred, bigotry and demo-
nization of one another in
our land. Knee-jerk finger-
pointing takes the place of
actual leadership. Conde-
scension and acrimony
persist when we need
empathy and compassion
the most. Hubris and certi-
tude dangerously crowd
out humility.

Many of us are exhaust-
ed by all the noise and con-
fusion. I know I am. We
must awaken ourselves.
We must not succumb to
fear and feelings of power-
lessness amid these chal-
lenges. Resistance alone is
no substitute for an articu-
lation of what we are for.
We need to not only
muster a shared will to
face our challenges, but we
must also find the courage
to join with others and
embrace the possibilities
that we know in our
hearts.

Indeed, we must remind
ourselves of something
else we already know: In
all the distractions, we can
lose sight of the inherent
and innate goodness of
people. But it exists. Rou-
tinely, I travel across the
country from the most
conservative to the most
liberal strongholds and
everywhere in between.
Most of the time, I cannot
tell who is a Republican,
Democrat or independent.
Instead, I see, hear and
experience  Americans.
Every day people. Human
beings who are yearning
for better lives. Who says
that we can do better and
be better? Those who
desire to put this country
on a more hopeful trajecto-
ry moving forward.

Let us remember who
we are and what we seek as

human beings.

This requires that we
face the real challenges
before us. Our broken poli-
tics are but a symptom of a
larger cultural and human
dilemma we face in our

communities and the
country. Fragmentation.
Loneliness.  Negativity.
Despair. A lack of belief in
ourselves and one another.

People experience these
challenges regardless of
who they voted for in the
last election. Indeed, they
have been brewing for
decades, even as recent
years have accelerated and
deepened our cultural
plight.

I call on us — on all
Americans, no matter
your political persuasion
— to reject more divisive
politics and choose a new
civic path instead. This is
how we can address our
cultural and human dilem-
ma, not simply because I
believe it. But because I
see people every day forg-
ing this new and more
hopeful path in the local
communities where I'm
working. Everywhere
from Florida to Ohio to
North Carolina to Califor-
nia to Alabama to Ken-
tucky and beyond.

Indeed, this work must
begin in our local commu-
nities. That’s where we
can turn outward toward
one another, see and hear
each other, uphold each
other’s dignity, and build
anew together. That’s
where we can begin to
restore our belief in one
another and our nation.

It is possible. It is doable.
It is vital.

So here’s what I ask of
you. Join me and thou-
sands of others who have
already embraced this new
civic path for America. Let
us not give up or give in to
despair, hatred, toxic polit-
ical battles, or violence.
We must not surrender
— not now, not ever.

Let us awaken our-
selves. Let’s get to work.
It’s time to build a more
hopeful future. We are
meant to go together.

We can do this. We must
do this. Our communities
and our very nation
depend on it. Join me.

Harwood is the president

and founder of The Har-
wood Institute.

Our emer-

than part of the solution. It is

city council. The mayor initial-
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Redford left a golden legacy

By JOHN KRULL

TheStatehouseFile.com

No one displayed the quiet
heartache beneath the heartthrob,
the wounded interior below the gor-
geous exterior, the way Robert Red-
ford did.

His gift as an actor was his sense
of reserve, the feeling that some-
thing was always being held back,
something churning behind that
handsome face.

Several of his leading ladies com-
mented on it.

Kim Basinger from “The Natural”
said that when she was in character,
this removed quality of Redford’s as
he played baseball phenom Roy
Hobbs drove her crazy. Her character
wanted, no, needed, something from
his character — and his character
wouldn’t or couldn’t give it to her.

In perhaps his most romantic film,
the glorious weeper “The Way We
Were” with Barbra Streisand, his
character Hubbell Gardner writes:

“In a way, he was like the country
he lived in. Everything came too eas-
ily to him, but at least he knew it.
About once a month he worried that
he was a fraud.”

One reason Redford could play
that film’s damaged male lead — a
man who cannot commit fully to any-
thing, including his wife or even his
own talent — so devastatingly effec-
tively was that some part of him
feared he was that guy.

Things did seem to come easily to
him.

Relatively early in his career, when
he was lobbying director Mike
Nichols for the lead in “The Gradu-
ate” that eventually went to Dustin
Hoffman, Nichols said he didn’t
want to cast Redford because he did-
n’t think audiences would believe he
struggled to get a girl.

“When was the last time you
struck out?” Nichols famously
asked.

John
Krull

“What do you mean?” Redford
responded, puzzled by the question.

Because Redford never had to work
hard to woo audiences or anyone
else, he was perhaps the least con-
vincing actor ever to play the title
character in the 1974 film adaptation
of E Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great
Gatsby.”

Not only could audiences not
accept that Mia Farrow’s Daisy ever
would cast him aside for Bruce
Dern’s Tom, but Redford could not
convey the desperate longing that
drove Gatsby to his tragic end. He
was not a man who would allow him-
self to show that much yearning for
anything or anyone.

It was this elusiveness that made
his presence on the screen so power-
ful. The more he held back, the more
the women in his films and the audi-
ences in the theaters leaned forward.

When we did, we saw the scars
beneath the smiling face and the
golden hair.

That was his gift as an actor. By
withholding, he made moviegoers
scour below the surface.

He did the same as a director.

His first film in the director’s chair
— 1980’s “Ordinary People” — dove
deep to reveal the sorrows, disap-
pointments and resentments roiling
within a family that seemed to out-
side observers an exemplar of the
American Dream.

In that movie, he elicited an amaz-
ing performance from Mary Tyler
Moore, a turn that managed to be
both measured and raw at the same

time. Under Redford’s direction,
Moore — who had been known pri-
marily as a light comedienne up until
then — etched a portrait of a woman
so consumed by grief and anger that
she seemed to ache through the
screen.

He directed other fine films — “A
River Runs Through It” and “Quiz
Show” are the best — that explored
similar themes.

In “A River Runs Through It,” Brad
Pitt’s golden-boy good looks conceal
the self-destructive streak driving a
talented young man to his doom. In
“Quiz Show,” the superficial glamor
and elegance of the 1950s television
world corrupt another golden boy,
Ralph Fiennes’ Charles Van Doren.

If Redford’s art had a lesson to
impart, it was this: A winning visage
can hide an awful lot, including a
soul at war with itself.

There were sorrows in his life, the
death of his mother when he was a
teenager and the loss of two children.
He rarely spoke of his grief publicly.

His reticence to speak of his emo-
tional life embodied a kind of Ameri-
can male code, one that said what
mattered most about a man was that
which he chose to share with only a
few.

And only if those few looked
behind the curtain and paid close
attention.

Robert Redford died the other day.
He was 89.

He left behind a legacy of superb
performances and films, ones that
remind us that the truth is always
something more than what meets the
eye.

May he rest in peace.

Krull is director of Franklin Col-
lege’s Pulliam School of Journalism
and publisher of TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.

US PS 125820

The Commercial Review

HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus
JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

e

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and six holidays (New Year’s Day,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving
and Christmas — holidays are observed on Tuesday when
they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic Printing Co. Inc., 309
W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371. Periodical postage paid
(USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Commercial Review, 309 W. Main St., PO. Box
1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call (260) 726-8141.

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity:

RAY COONEY

President, editor and publisher

TONIA HARDY

Business manager

VOLUME 151-NUMBER 100
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025

LOUISE RONALD

Board chair

BRIAN DODD

Production manager

Internet-only: Three days — $3; Monthly auto-pay — $10; 13
weeks — $32; six months - $60; one year — $108.

City (walking - where available): Monthly auto-pay — $12;
13 weeks - $37; six months - $70; one year — $125.

Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay — $13; 13
weeks — $45; six months — $76; one year — $144.

Mail: Monthly auto-pay — $14; 13 weeks — $51; six months -

www.thecr.com

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

$83; one year — $156.
Home delivery problems: Call (260) 251-9588

— Thomas Jefferson

Subscription rates




The Commercial Review

Saturday, September 20, 2025 Page S

9.20 CRYPTOQUIP 9.23 CRYPTOQUIP

Trivial Review

(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

Writing history

YK X KLGG MYSGL DCGZ MCJO WL F KRQQMWDY KMFJ WD

HCJGL IVX0O X0QCOG GSGL MRB KXZ GBFKCJBK MRIJBB

1) In what city was the first newspaper in the

American colonies published on Sept. 25, 1690?

VXZ BLGSYCPZHQ, IVXI'Z X MRQCKFDT LBBM 0QDY, W'T

2) What founding father published a series of
letters using the pseudonym Silence Dogood?

MGBIV-MGKQYOD KGXI.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FILM WITH A HERO
WHO HAS AN ABILITY TO REMEMBER MUSICAL
PITCHES PERFECTLY: “TONAL RECALL”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals G

KFZ WM’K F XWOQGBMBQ]J.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: UNUSUAL MACHINE
USED FOR DISASSEMBLING LONG WOODEN
OR WIRE BARRIERS: A DE-FENCE MECHANISM.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals G

uiyuelq uiwefusg (g
uoisog (T

Crossword Puzzle
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CROSSWOQARD By Eygere Sheffer

saame & By Steve Becker

CROSSWORD By Ewgere Sheffer

ACROSS 42 Crumbly DOWN 11 Duich ACROSS 36 A gazil- 53 Love letter 21 Type of
1 Nullifies earth 1 Pough- cheese . 1 Minus lion letters legume
6 Mirror 43 Movie keepsie 13 Medi- That Old Black Magic 5 palld g _yuam & salad

fogger archiving  college cated . ) ‘Black- 37 Ma DOWN 22 Jo's sister
“ & South dealer, outeome an two spade finesscs. As ish de — 1 Some 23 “The
11 Pesto org. 21984 18 Fun and Both sides vulnerable. it happens, both finesses lose, and g Nog — 38 Mild July Voice”
; ; NORTH South goes down one because he . .
Lngred|ent 44 SDOI’tS aUthOr ggmes] 4872 must also lose a diamond trick. traffic cheese babies network
12 “Did my bar 3Landin 21 Bigfoot’s :ij\m S Un{uck_y, you could say, but it 12 Perry’s 41 Sheep- 2 Sea eagle 24 Man-
” + ; south 15 a more 1maginative i
best fixture . la mer relatives &BQJ1094 declarer, he makes the contract. crfator !‘Eli—rp lol” 3 XVhOle lot FT?(USG
14 Lake 46 Dynamic 4 Really 23 “Va- WEST EAST Rather than rely on the 75% prob- 13 Ske- elio! 4 Aug. In
Ontari 5 o *KQ6 #5473 ability that East was dealt either the daddle 42 Pvt's follower 25 See
ntario - enjoys maoose! YVKQ974 ¥YJ1083532 king or queen of spades, or both, 14 Put on superior 5 Celtic 23-Across
ort 47 Texas 5 Dundee 25 Bracketed 48542 ¢KQ7 which is essentially a matter of -
P . L 1) &3 Iuck. South opts for a different 15 Candy 45 Okla- priest 26 Upper
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by 49 Rafting material plume 4963 hearts with the ace at trick one. he 17 1 ree 46 Highly- 7 Conclude Serving
i ] p— ;P i b
16 Employ chal- 7 Corvette 29 MI|ItaI’y o #A K8752 plt{yb low from dummy and dis- S'IStefS rated, as 8 Double, at 28 2016 )
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area 51 Firm option 31 Laundr 1% 19 R J 4% stopped, even though West holds fc or_mer game city .
P y 5 two apparently certain spade tricks. 19 Use a Italian 9 Main- 29 Devious
19 French 52 Shed, 8 Triage batches Opening lead — king of hearts. Let’s say West continues a hearl shovel money tained 31 Sweetie
: . The declarer who strives for per-  at trick two. South discards another
article with “off” cirs. 32 Softand  pction is always 5 i % ace. cashes 20 Pop 49 Gunthe 10 Pasta 34 Lad
qays on the lookout for  diamond on dummy’s ace, cashes i .
20 Emmy. 53 Annual 9 Danny of weak 4 way to improve on his chances the queen of trump and ace of dia- singer engine sauce 35 Shake-
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in five clubs. Tt seems normal to  trump eight to dummy’s ten, then vessel filler filler 39 Elevator

— éenue - ;fppir win the heart lead with the ace. plays a spade to his nine. West wins with ' name
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31 Set of 41 Intrinsi- -d < By Steve Becker 31 Harpy [N 5 “farmer”
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words cally 32 Author 42 Pack

- . Sheehy H A cargo

35 Shopping 44 Ship- A long-term view 33 Torte A N 43 Mideast
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39 Does in, 45 Towering South dealer. don’t know what to do, to hand the 35 “Bad, (E-J: E : ; 44 _ArdUOUS

mob- 48 Knock Neither side vulnerable. ball to the opponents — they might Bad” journey
NORTH not know what to do cither, and R SIN[A
style 50 Luau 4108754 might make a helpful play. Brown of almlo] 46 ;I'o and -
40 Snooze bowliul Y0762 The other reason is that it may be song 47 “Mayday!
*A0 possible to establish dummy’s
&K 4 spades, and that could come in
T [2 3 [4 |5 7 8 9 [10 WEST EAST handy later in the play. 2 9 |10 M
41932 s KQ East wins the spade with the king
11 13 YKIS v4 and returns a diamond. South
*+KII104 487532 plays the queen hopefully, but West
&]9 #7653 covers with the king and dummy
14 SOUTH takes the ace. A spade is next led,
A6 East showing out, and declarer
16 19 YAQO8B3 ruffs, Then, after playing a club to
¢Q9 the king, South ruffs dummy’s
S#A 082 fourth spade. finally cstablishing
20 The bidding: the ten as a trick.
South West North  East South next plays the ace of hearts,
o4 v Pass 2y Pass then cashes the ace of clubs and
3 Pass 49 leads a club, intending to ruff in
Opening lead — two of spades. dummy.
28 How should declarer go aboul If West elects to rull with the
planning the play of this hand? At jack at this point, declarer can dis-
31 |32 (33 the start, he sees a sure loser in  card dummy’s diamond, so let’s say
spades, a very likely loser in dia- West discards a diamond. South
monds, and none in clubs, provided  ruffs the club and discards his dia-
39 he can successfully ruff two clubs mond on the ten of spades. Thus,
in dummy. In the trump suit, he all West can score is his K-J of
might lose one, two or no tricks, trump. [t would have made no dif-
43 depending on how the defenders’ ference if East had held the K-J
cards are divided. instead, orif the trump honors had
AT 48 South should start by taking the been split.
spade lead with the ace and The long-term view taken at the
promptly return a spade. There are  start of the hand that an extra
51 two reasens for this play. One is  spade trick might prove very useful
that it is not a bad idea, when you — pays off at the end.
.53 Tomorrow: Psychological warlare.
#2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane
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W WHEN PEQFLE SEE MY SUcceESS
AT NOT BEING A COMPLETE FAILURE
|| ACTUALLY WORKS , THE PEOPLE WILL

§

1 QUEST TO AVOID BEING
A (OMPLETE FAILURE IS
\ ORGANIZATIONAL SKIULS,

| CHART WHEN T FIND
MY SHARPIES.

SHo(LD BE TO
DESIEN THE MERCH
AND GET 1T

BUT T CAN'T FINDIT
ANYWHERE -

E) Lo/t T okninan DIST. 8 CREATOET, com

©10/5 7 cocAadN beilf. By (REATIR

Hi and Lois

I LIKE TO LISTEN
TO THE SOUNDS OF

NATURE WHEN I
LGO FOR A WALK.

WHAT HAPPENED TO
YOUR MAN CAVE?

WHICH IS HARD TO DO
WHEN OTHER PEOPLE
ARE TALKING.

SO THIS IS YOUR
"MAN CLOSET"Z

o7-46

IRMA MADE IT
INTO A SEWING

SORRY, THERE'S
ONLY ROOM FOR
ONE IN HERE.

o0 B101PUSIH

#2025 ComcanaIne Distriuisd by King Fealures Syndcate

HiandLois.com

4
Between Friends Between Friends
MoM.... TAMARA vou DO?P! fge Yow KNow, mom... ~AND WeVE INTENDED  So...4o0 KNow... WE

AND T HAVE Somé: ot Bt “&?:g”;ﬁ{- TAMARA ANDT HAVE |, T0 GET MARRED AT THOUGHT WED T0ST HAVE 'ﬁ:ﬁ ﬁf
EXUTING NEWS M ARRIE.D? i BEEN LIVING TOCETHER- || CoME POINT... BAT WE Yol AND DAD AND ‘
: FoR SEVERALUEARS... |i NEVER ENVISIONED A TRMRRA'S, PARENTS AND

Bi6 SPLASHY ---Hou KNow (WHAT I
WEDDING ...

T

Gt oliulled §-32.2 5

3amdrebe (ur dy sbsker com
WD Sandes DL ey UM 15 D HINg FAz

2025 Sanra Bar-t

Blondie Blondie

WOW, YOU'RE UP EARl:v 40 ACTUALLY, 40 WINKS! L] [ {1 CALL IT NAP-AEROBICS! I'VE BEEN *
o[\ REPS /AFTER A PILLOW-CRUNCH| [C'MON, BUMSTEAD, YOU GOTTA THINKING..WE HAVE )\ ELMO
YEP, JUST ]

WANT (TH! - SMARTPHONES
STRETCHING BEFORE
I DO 40 REPS!

[T THERE MIGHT BE JUST ]
A LITTLE BIT LEFT TO LEAR
-

S8 (THAT'S WHAT ¥
: MY TEACHER |
§ \,@y
. ’ ! > ;’. -
! =N “L'\_" IS

SO, IF WE'VE ALREADY
5| GOT ALL THIS
:f SMART STUFF,
:[\ WHO NEEDS

[~ SCHOoOL?

AND SMART TVs,
HE CAN EASILY (\i?lGHT?
DO QVER 40

1 |
= - b
Snuffy Smith Snuffy Smith
SO TH' ONLY WHISTLIN' HOSS | I |1'VE GOT BACK TO THE YORE HONOR, I'D LIKE YA TO WHEN YA ACT AS YORE OWN
N TH' WHOLE WIDE WORLD FIVE DRAWING BOARD ! DECLARE A MISTRIAL, A HUNG JURY, LAWYER (T'S BEST T'COVER
HAS STAGE FRIGHT ! AIN'T OTHER GRANT ME A DISMISSAL, A ALL YORE BASES !l
THAT A CORKER 7! WORDS CONTINUATION AN’ SEND MY CASE
FOR BACK TO A LOWER COURT 1! _J—"—"'
IT...

comigskingdom com/samey-gaedle-and-sufiy-gmith

O0HN Rose

2025 by King Festures Syndicate, Inc. Workd 1gnis resenved.

2025 by King Featurss Syncicate, inc. World rights reservad

R =
Qs
9-22

Beetle Bailey Beetle Bailey
GIVE US TWO ¢ || WE DON'T 60 ANYWHERE UGGHHH! T canN'T |[ T'LL sHow you |
TICKETS TO NEAR THERE OPEN THIS JAR! HOW IT’s DONE

|+ PORK CORNER
|- PITTSTOWN

Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
& | cartoon. Maybe it’s a column
C:/' by a member of The CR staff.

| But we try to keep our sense
t of humor.
or

\
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00 CLASSIFIEDS

60 SERVICES

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

LAND AUCTION
MONDAY OCTOBER
13TH, 2025
TIME 5:00 P.M.
LOCATED: 1 Mile North
of New Mt Pleasant on
Como Rd, Portland, IN
REAL ESTATE
95.67 Acres In Section
16, Jefferson Twp, Jay
County Indiana. Practi-
cally all tillable with
Frontage on Como Rd.
Property does have a
Windmill, Lease and
Payment will stay with
the Farm. Wooded area
not Included. Taxes to
be prorated day of Clos-
ing. Possession upon
Harvest of 2025 Crops.
Drive byis are Welcome
or Phone Auctioneers for
More Information. Auc-
tion Held On-Site.
OWNERS: Denney
Family Properties, LLC

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

LAND AUCTION
MONDAY OCTOBER
20TH, 2025
TIME 5:00 P.M.
LOCATED: CR 200 S
AND CR 300 E. PORT-
LAND, IN
REAL ESTATE
74 +/- Acres in Section
35, Wayne Twp, Jay
County Indiana with 67
Acres Tillable, balance
being Wooded and
Road Frontage. Farm
has Frontage on CRis
200 S and 300 E.
Typography: Level. Pos-
session: Upon Closing
or Harvest of 2025
Crops. Taxes: To be
Prorated the Day of
Closing. Very Desirable
Farm in a Great Loca-
tion. Drive byis are Wel-
come or Phone Auction-
eers for More Informa-
tion. Auction Held On-
Site.
OWNER:Gary D and
Kimbra L Weesner
Note: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for
more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at Jay County Fairgrounds Women’s
Building on Monday evening

OCTOBER 6, 2025

6:00 PM.
REAL ESTATE

Parcel is located on 50 E just south of 200 S.
Property consists of 8.48 acres of woods and has a
driveway that runs from 50E back to the woods.
This would be a good recreational site.

20% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance
due at closing. Owner will provide Owners Title
Insurance and General Warranty Deed. Buyer will
assume taxes due and payable in May 2026 and
thereafter. Any statements made day of sale take
precedence over previously written or oral matter.
Owner confirmation day of sale.

For more information contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-726-
5160.

RON & DELAYNE MYERS
LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608

CR 9-11,20,30-2025

Travis Theurer

AU11200131

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

 TRIPLEA |

WOODWORKING

Kitchens,
Bathrooms,
Interior Trim,

Windows,

Doors, Siding,
Decks, Drywall,
and Painting

(260)-227-0875

Auts Sales & Sensice, Tue,

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

\ Von Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 103 S Wash-
ington Street, Montpe-

lier IN

Saturday Morning
SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

10:00 A.M.
REAL ESTATE

1 story home built in

1950 with 3 bedrooms,
2 full bathrooms and
1478 square feet of liv-
ing area. Home has a
gas forced air furnace,
central air, gas fire-
place, gas water heater,

and a detached 1 car
garage.

For more information or
a private showing con-
tact Loy Real Estate,
Kim Loy Broker 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer 260-726-
5160
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
- OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - GUNS
3 pc. Queen size bed-
room suit with Sleep
Number mattress;
Whirlpool refrigerator;
Smith Bros. 3 cushion
sofa; (2) leather reclin-
ers; Longaberger bas-
kets; McCoy owl cookie
jar; Diamond Arms 12ga
single shot; Stevens 22
lever action single shot
octagon barrel; baseball
gloves; canning jars;
Coke bottles; and many
other items not listed.
TRAILER - TOOLS
2 wheel 5i x 6i trailer;
Troy Bilt 247 snowblow-
er; Viper Earthquake
roto tiller; Craftsman
router; McCullouch
Power Mack 320 chain
saw; ; buzz saw blade;
2 man saw; levels; oil
cans; pry bars; pliers;
screwdrivers; and other
items not listed.
JEAN LANDIS
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

large totes of Hot
Wheels,
accordion;Sears 8 track
AM/FM vehicle player;
FM radio converter;
Cobra CB; and other
items not listed.
SUV-BOAT & TRAILER-
TOOLS
2020 Chevrolet Equinox
with 67,000 miles, VIN
#
3GNAXEJEV1LS63051
3; 14i Starcraft boat
with 19hp Evinrude
motor, cover, fish finder
and includes a 14i
Texas Royal trailer;
Brute 7000 watt genera-
tor; Snapper riding lawn
mower with 281 cut;
Century battery charger;
Craftsman sockets;
Black & Decker circular
saw; air impact; air
rachet; tarps; and other
items not listed.
ELDON L. COST
ESTATE
By Elaine Stump and
Beverly Paxson
Shelby County Probate
Court
Case # 2025 EST 151
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

OCTOBER 6, 2025
at 6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE
Parcel is located on 50
E just south of 200 S.

Property consists of 8.48
acres of woods and has
a driveway that runs
from 50E back to the
woods. This would be a

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Under cover
in the Industrial Building
at the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw
St., Portland, IN
Wednesday Afternoon
SEPTEMBER 24, 2025
5:00 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS
Oak table with 2 extra
boards and 6 chairs,
VERY NICE; Oak flat-
door cupboard, VERY
NICE; gun cabinet; van-
ity with bench; wood
rocker; Oak coffee
table; jewelry; jewelry
boxes; hunting knives;
pocket knives; swords;
spurs; pickle jar; parlor
lamp; belt buckles;
large set of Gone With
The Wind plates; over 5

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Jay County
Fairgrounds Womenis
Building Monday
evening

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING TO APPROVE THE
TOWNSHIP’S CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Notice is hereby given to the
taxpayers of Noble Township,
Jay County, Indiana, that the
Board of the Noble Township
Trustee will meet on Septem-
ber 30, 2025, at the township of-
fice at 5350 E. 300 S., Portland,
IN, at 6:00 p.m. to consider the
adoption of the Township’s Cap-
ital Improvement Plan.
Taxpayers appearing at the
meeting shall have the right to
comment. The Capital Im-
provement Plan as adopted will
be referred to the Department
of Local Government Finance
(DLGF).
Virgina Cline

Noble Township Trustee

CR 9-20-2025- HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION

LOCATED: 1 Mile North of New Mt Pleasant
on Como Rd, Portland, IN

MONDAY
OCTOBER 13TH, 2025

5:00 PM.
REAL ESTATE
95.67 Acres In Section 16, Jefferson Twp, Jay
County Indiana. Practically all tillable with Frontage
on Como Rd. Property does have a Windmill, Lease
and Payment will stay with the Farm. Wooded area
not Included. Taxes to be prorated day of Closing.
Possession upon Harvest of 2025 Crops. Drive by’s
are Welcome or Phone Auctioneers for More
Information. Auction Held On-Site.
NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for
more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down at the Auction,
balance upon closing. Final Sale Not Subject to
Buyer Obtaining Financing.

OWNERS: Denney Family
Properties, LLC

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040  Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587  260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com
CR 9-20,10-4 NG/RB 9-16,10-7,NT 9-17,10-8-
2025

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

lot.

listed.

action single shot octagon barrel;

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at 103 S Washington Street, Montpelier Indiana on Saturday Morning

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

10:00 A M.
REAL ESTATE

1 story home built in 1950 with 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms and 1478 square
feet of living area. Home has a gas forced air furnace, central air, gas fireplace,
gas water heater, and a detached 1 car garage. Home sits on a nice sized corner

10% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance due at closing. Buyer will
assume taxes due and payable in May 2026 and thereafter. Seller will provide a
General Warranty Deed and Owners Title Insurance. Any inspections are at
potential buyer’s expense and must be done prior to sale day. Any statements
made day of sale take precedence over previously written or oral matter. Owner
confirmation day of sale.

For more information or a private showing contact Loy Real Estate, Kim Loy
Broker 260-726-2700 or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS - OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS - GUNS
3 pc. Queen size bedroom suit with Sleep Number mattress; Whirlpool
refrigerator; Amana dryer; Frigidaire microwave; Smith Bros. 3 cushion sofa;
dining room table with 2 extra leaves and 6 chairs; 2 pc. Full size bedroom suit;
occasional swivel rocker; (2) leather recliners; glider rocker; wood rockers;
kneehole desk and chair; child’s wicker rocker; Sharp video camera; bookcases;
2 drawer file cabinet; Sunbeam Mix Master; Shark sweeper; Sebo sweeper;
metal glider; Milk White; mantel clock; Corelle set of dishes, service for 12;
apple peeler; Holiday set of dishes; Philipps CD player; Sidney #8 skillet;
cookware; Griswold skillets; blankets; jewelry; Army blanket; quilt stand;
windmill; metal settee; round occasional table; lamps; parlor lamp; Longaberger
baskets; Christmas decorations; oil lamps; Spartan yearbooks; rinse tubs; step
stool; McCoy owl cookie jar; Diamond Arms 12ga single shot; Stevens 22 lever
paperweights; figurines; small kitchen
appliances; utensils; flatware; Fire King; Pyrex; Corning ware; baking dishes;
Keurig coffee maker; towels; bedding; linens; sewing accessories; VHS tapes;
nail keg; ice cream freezer; Igloo cooler; lanterns; sleds; lawn chairs; baseball
gloves; canning jars; Coke bottles; fans; books; CD’s; games; puzzles; croquet
set; and many other items not listed.

TRAILER - TOOLS

2 wheel 5’ x 6’ trailer; Troy Bilt 24” snowblower; Viper Earthquake roto tiller;
Craftsman router; Dremel Model 1571 scroll saw; Dewalt Sawzall; Skil power
saw; Delta 12” portable planer; 10” drill press; drill press vise; belt sander;
McCullouch Power Mack 320 chain saw; Homelite chain saw; Gold Mountain
Eagle metal detector; 2 wheel cart; vise; weed eaters; buzz saw blade; aluminum
extension ladder; metal car ramps; post driver; saw horses; clamps; drill bits;
screws; nuts; bolts; squares; levels; crop cords; screw jacks; 2 man saw; levels;
oil cans; kerosene heater; electric blower; rakes; shovels; shop vac; cow
stanchions; gas cans; hammers; pry bars; pliers; screwdrivers; and other items not

JEAN LANDIS

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027

AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy AU 01031608 Aaron Loy AU11200112
Travis Theurer AU 11200131 Kaden Khayyata AU12400069
CR 9-20, NT 9-17,24-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION

LOCATED: 1499 N 100 W. PORTLAND, IN

SATURDAY
SEPT 27TH, 2025

10:00 A.M.
RTV — TRACTOR — MOWERS - MOTOR
HOME - GOLF CART
Kubota X1100C RTV Diesel, Loaded 42.8 Hours.
Kubota BX2680 4WD Tractor w/ LA 344 Loader
29.3 Hours. Ferris 617 27HP Zero Turn Commercial
Mower w/ Suspension 2020 Hours. JD-D110 Riding
Mower w/ 42” Cut 22 Hours on New Engine. 2004
Condor Motor Home w/ 2 Slide Outs, Built-in
Generator, Sleeps 4, 20,875 Miles. 2022 EZ-GO Gas
Lifted Golf Cart w/ Rear Seat, Street Legal. High
Wheel Push Mower. Land Pride 48” 3pt Maintainer.
6’ Kubota Snow Blade. 4,000 Watt Gas Generator.
Poly Dump Yard Cart. Fast Hitch Pallet Forks. Gas
and Electric Chainsaws. 8’ and 6’ Fiberglass Step
Ladders. Power Washer. Electric Edger. Craftsman
Radial Arm Saw. (2) Industrial Pedal Fans.
Acetylene Cutting Set. AC Vacuum Pump. North
Star Yard Sprayer. Sandblaster. Shop Mate. Minn
Kota Trolling Motors. Paddle Boat. Flat Bottom
Boat Trailer. 30’ Aluminum Extension Ladder. Dish
Satellite for Camper. Bicycles. Shop Vac. Hose Reel.
Aluminum Ramps. BBQ Grill and Smoker.
GUNS - CROSSBOW
Savage 30.6 Model 110E Bolt Action. Stevens
Model 320 20 Gauge Pump. H&R Model 923 22
Cal 9 Shot Revolver. North Midlen Co. Black
Powder Pistol. Ten Point XR-40 Crossbow w/ Scope
and Crank. H&R Topper Model 158 12 Gauge
Single Shot. Polaris Compound Bow w/ Arrows.
Gun Sight Stand. Small Combination and Gun Safe.
ANTIQUES — HOUSEHOLD - MISC
Authentic Signed Paintings Including West Point
Painting. Pictures and Frames. 3 Drawer Dresser.
Oak Dining Room Table w/ 6 Chairs and
Extensions. 6 pc Cherry California King Size
Bedroom Suite Including Blanket Chest. 5 pc
California King Walnut Bedroom Suite. Large
Buffet w/ Glass Doors. 4 pc End Table Set. Leather
Power Love Seat and Chair. Glider Rocker. 707,
65”,39” Flat Screen TVs. Sets of Matching Lamps.
Small Kitchen Appliances. (3) Electric Heaters. GE
Washer and Dryer. Gaming Table. Golf Clubs. Pop-
up Canopy. Cornhole Game. (8) 8’ Poly Folding
Tables. (34) Padded Folding Chairs.
High Quality Auction with Large Selection of
Modern Items

OWNER: Gary L Morgan

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for
more photos.
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH —
GOOD CHECK - CREDIT CARD
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040  Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587  260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com
CR 9-20 NG/RB 9-23 NT 9-24-2025
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Long shots lift Jay

Reynolds and DeHoff score from a distance to spark Patriots

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A four-game skid with three of
those losses by a single goal had
the Patriots reeling.

Losing a pair of starters, one
for the season, was not helping
the cause.

A long strike from a junior
leader got a spark going.

Emmitt Reynolds and Jaxson
DeHoff each found the net on
long shots Thursday night as the
Jay County High School boys
soccer team broke through for a
3-1 victory over the visiting Bell-
mont Braves.

“That's a good win,” said JCHS
coach Rodney Reynolds. “We def-
initely needed it. We've been
down a stretch, but moved some
people around. I felt a lot more
comfortable. ... Shots were bet-
ter. Passing still, we’ve got to
work on. ,,.

“I thought we played really
well today. I wish we could have
scored a few more. I think we
could have. But besides that ...
we're getting there. We're not
there, but we're getting there.”

Coming off of a 6-1 loss Tues-
day to Richmond — the team had
also dropped games 4-3 to Ander-
son, 54 to Heritage and 3-2 to
Yorktown after a 4-1-1 start — the
Patriots needed something to lift
them.

Reynolds provided it.

At the 28:56 mark of the first
half, the ball came his way about
30 yards out on the left side with
Bellmont senior George Gardner
defending.

“It was beautiful ball up top,”
said Emmitt Reynolds. “I saw the
kid coming at me. I Neymar-
flicked over and decided to shoot
one. Half-volleyed and it went
back post.”

The shot fired up the Jay
County squad, which gave its
fans something to cheer about
again just 30 seconds later.

Deja two

Another long No. 2 doubles
battle seals Patriots victory

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Max Klopfenstein of Jay County High School chases a ball down the sidelines
against Malachi Lavine of the Bellmont Braves during the second half Thursday. The host
Patriots scored three times in the first 21 minutes, including a pair of 25-yard shots, on the
way to halting a four-game losing streak with a 3-1 victory.

Claiming possession after the
kickoff, the Patriots (5-5-1) got
the ball to freshman striker
Jacoby Penrod. He pushed
straight up the middle, victimiz-

ing Gardner on the way, and
tapped a grounder to the left cor-
ner for a 2-0 lead with 28:26 on
the clock.

The second long goal for JCHS

By ETHAN OSKROBA
The Commercial Review

WINCHESTER — At Sat-
urday’s Patriot Invitation-
al, Brock Wasson and Gabe
Overton rallied from down
a set to lift the Patriots over
Evansville Central.

Five days later, Wasson
and Overton gave an encore
against a sectional foe, com-
ing from behind to clinch a
riveting win.

The Jay County High
School boys tennis team
scraped past the Winches-
ter Golden Falcons by a 3-2
margin on Thursday.

“T'll take it,” said Jay
County coach Donald Gille-
spie. “I feel more happy
about this 3-2 win than I did
Monday night when we
blanked somebody 5-0. It’s
the way we play ... tonight,
I thought the kids got a lit-
tle gutsy and they did play.”

Nobody needed more

guts than Wasson and Over-
ton, who dropped the open-
ing set to Rogan Auker and
Kolby Hinkle, 6-4.

After the pair produced a
6-4 victory in set two, all
eyes turned to their final
set to determine the out-
come.

With the match on the
line, the Patriot pair adjust-
ed to cover as much ground
as possible.

“We noticed that wherev-
er we weren’t, he was able
to hit it,” Wasson said. “So
we spaced out more and
just stayed back.”

The adaptation helped
spark a 6-2 set win, which
the duo sealed with an
Overton forehand winner
setting up match point,
where it was Wasson’s turn
to smash a forehand to fin-

“And then in the second set
we got it back, and third set,
it was 2-2 for the team, so at
that point, we knew we had
to get the win.

The resilience of the No.
2 doubles team was a wel-
come sight for Gillespie as
his squad tunes up for more
pressure-packed late-sea-
son battles.

“That’s pretty special for
those two young men, and
it shows they’re never
going to give up,” Gilliespie
said. “If I've got a doubles
team out there and the
match is on the line, I prob-
ably want them out there,
because they’re not going
to quit for me”

The No. 2 doubles unit’s
chance at glory material-
ized due to strong results
on the singles courts, where

came midway through the half,
when Penrod dropped a ball back
to DeHoff. He took the opportuni-
ty and hit a high shot to push the
lead to three.

“I was wide open and coach
has been screaming at us to take
those shots,” said DeHoff, “so I
just ripped it ...”

The score stagnated for the
next 45-plus minutes before Bell-
mont was able to break through.
Luke Ruble of the Braves (1-11)
pushed deep into the left corner
and then passed across to senior
Henry Faurote, who was able to
get a shot to the left side past
JCHS goalie Peyton Yowell.

Faurote had another opportu-
nity from inside the box less
than three minutes later, but
Yowell held on to the blast into
his mid-section to preserve the
two-goal lead. Yowell also turned
away a final opportunity off a
Jake Jackman corner kick with
1:40 remaining.

“We start slow and it's just
something we've been battling,”
said Bellmont coach Jake Briede.
“We just couldn't score. The Jay
County keeper’s solid back there
... We just needed to finish and
he made some big saves.”

Reynolds complimented the
players who had new duties
Thursday with multiple players
gone because of injuries. Rock-
land Beiswanger is out for the
season and Blake Collins missed
the game as well.

“We moved Brody Collins
back, center defender, really did
well back there,” said Rodney
Reynolds. “I'm pretty proud of
(the defense). ... It’s two fresh-
men and a sophomore, and
they're doing what they need to
do.

“We moved Eli (Mueller) back
into a four spot, kind of plays
right in front of the center
defender. He was a striker, then
he went to midfield and now he's
back there. But he's got great
ball control. ... He can maneuver
things around, and that's what
we need. That's what we're
after.”

Clark

Wellman, a junior on the
Jay County High School
boys tennis team lifts a
backhand during
Thursday’s match at
Winchester Community.
Wellman beat Bryce
Weigand 6-2, 7-5 to help
the Patriots secure a 3-2
victory.

The Commercial Review/Ethan Oskroba
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ish the match. the Patriots won two of
“Today was a rough start, three.
for sure,” Overton said. See Deja page 9
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130 MISC. FOR SALE

200 FOR RENT

good recreational site.
20% nonrefundable
deposit day of sale with
balance due at closing.
Owner will provide Own-
ers Title Insurance and
General Warranty Deed.
Buyer will assume taxes
due and payable in May
2026 and thereafter.
Any statements made
day of sale take prece-
dence over previously
written or oral matter.
Owner confirmation day
of sale.

For more information
contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary
Loy Auctioneer 260-726-
5160.

RON & DELAYNE
MYERS
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 20th,
2025
TIME 9:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 2641 E
1100 S. Montpelier IN.
TRACTORS -
CRAWLER
1968 JD 4020 D. w/

Quad-shift, Front
weights, 4900 hours.
1967 JD 2510 w/ Front
weights, 6800 hours.
Case 1030 Tractor w/
3600 hours. New Hol-
land GT-122A Lawn
Tractor w/ deck and
blade.Wheelhorse 14HP
Garden Tractor. JD
450-B Crawler Loader.

TRUCKS-MOTORCY-
CLES-FARM EQUIP-
MENT
. 1968 Chevy C50 Sin-
gle Axel Dump Truck.
2000 Chevy S10 ZR2
4x4 93,000 Miles. 1985
Chevy C30 Utility Truck
w/ Boom Lift and Snow
Plow. 2021 Harley
Davidson 1200 Model
48 w/ 2300 Miles. 2009
Kawasaki KLX 250 S
Dirt Bike w/ 708 Miles.
JD 55-A 3 Bottom Plow.
Oliver 565 4 Bottom
Plow. JD 7i Cycle Bar
Mower. JD 4 Row Culti-
vator. New Idea 2 Row
wide Picker. . JD 24T
Square Baler. Kelly 181
Backhoe Bucket. 30 Ton
Hyd Press. Lincoln 225
Welder. . Merry Mac
Shredder Chipper. Rab-
bit Cages.
TOYS-ANTIQUES
JD, Oliver, Massey Fer-

guson, AC, Massey Har-
ris Toy Tractors. . (2) 110
Ib Anvils w/ Stands.
Corn Sheller. Misc Slate.
(4) Steel Wheels. Radio
Flyer Wagon.
OWNER: James M Rob-
bins.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY SEPT.
27TH, 2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 1499 N 100
W. PORTLAND, IN
RTV-TRACTOR-MOW-
ERS - MOTOR HOME-
GOLF CART.
Kubota BX2680 4WD
Tractor w/ LA 344
Loader 29.3 Hours. Fer-
ris 611 27HP Zero Turn
Commercial Mower w/
Suspension 2020 Hours.
2004 Condor Motor
Home w/ 2 Slide Outs,

Built-in Generator,
Sleeps 4, 20,875 Miles.
2022 EZ-GO Gas Lifted
Golf Cart w/ Rear Seat,

Street Legal. Paddle
Boat. Flat Bottom Boat
Trailer.

GUN -CROSSBOW
Savage 30.6 Model
110E Bolt Action. H&R
Model 923 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. North
Midlen Co. Black Pow-
der Pistol. Ten Point XR-
40 Crossbow w/ Scope
and Crank. Gun Sight
Stand. Small Combina-
tion and Gun Safe.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD -MISC
Authentic Signed Paint-
ings Including West
Point Painting. 6 pc
Cherry California King
Size Bedroom Suite
Including Blanket Chest.
5 pc California King Wal-
nut Bedroom Suite.
Leather Power Love
Seat and Chair. GE
Washer and Dryer.
Gaming Table. Golf
Clubs. Pop-up Canopy.
Cornhole Game. (8) 8i
Poly Folding Tables. (34)
Padded Folding Chairs.
High Quality Auction
with Large Selection of
Modern ltems
OWNER: Gary L Morgan

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

AL’S ODD JOBS
Repairs-Cleaning-
Assembly-Carpentry-
Painting-Pet Sitting and
many other services.
CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTE. 260-251-0636

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

FALL MARKET
Menchhofer Farms
5679 Wabash Rd.,

Coldwater, OH

419-942-1502
Open Thursday-Sunday
1pm-7pm

170 PETS

FREE NUTERED
INDOOR & OUTDOOR
male black cat 7 months
old. Very friendly. 765-
499-4411

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

FOR RENT COUNTRY
HOME BETWEEN
Dunkirk &  Redkey.
2BR/1 bath, suitable for
2 people. No pets/No
smokers. Rent nego-
tiable. 765-760-0272

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage
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Deja ...

Continued from page 8

Henry Dirksen dom-
inated his tangle with
Jacob Rheinhart, win-
ning 6-2, 6-2. Henry
Dirksen’s powerful
serve and confident
demeanor helped spur
the result, and he
closed out the match
with back-to-back
aces.

“I was just trying to
get my first serves in,”
Henry Dirksen said.
“Then, if I'd get them
in, I was in charge of
the point, and I had
confidence.”

At No. 3 singles,
Clark Wellman pro-
vided a pivotal win
over Bryce Weigand.
Wellman’s ability to
adapt was essential in
the victory.

“Whenever 1 was
standing back at the
baseline and just hit-
ting them hard, I
noticed he kept hit-
ting them into the net,

so I used that to my
advantage.”

That advantage
piloted Wellman to
victory despite a close
second set, 6-2, 7-5.

The Patriots (11-4)
dropped both No. 1
positions as Paul
Dirksen fell to Jayden
Beeson 6-3, 6-3, while
Kadyn Carpenter and
Alex Miller lost to Fos-
ter Kratoska and
Aiden Mendenhall.

The match win
marks the Patriots’
third of the week, and
perhaps one of the
most important, as a
rematch with the
Golden Falcons (9-5)
in the postseason is
well within the realm
of possibilities.

“We’re hoping we
don’t have to draw
each other in the first
round,” Gillespie said.
“That way, we can
maybe meet in the
finals.”

Roundup ...

Continued from page 10
Fell in five

FORT RECOVERY —
The Fort Recovery volley-
ball team lost a five-set
match against the Divi-
sion VI No. 6 Coldwater
Cavaliers 18-25, 25-14, 28-
26, 25-27, 15-8 on Thurs-

ay.

Kayla Gaerke led the
offense with 17 kills and
Cameron Muhlenkamp
added 15. Bridget Homan
put nine balls down and
seven more came from
Kenna Dues.

The Indians (3-8, 0-5
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence) put up a strong
defensive effort at the net.
Brynn Willman had a
team-high seven blocks,
Alexis Grisez added six
and Homan had four.

FRHS dropped 14 aces
on the Cavaliers (10-3, 4-1
MAC) with Muhlenkamp
leading with four.

Kayden Ranly had the
most assists for Fort
Recovery at 30, while

Muhlenkamp’s 17 digs
were a team high.

Final loss

MINSTER, Ohio — The
Fort Recovery girls golf
team fell in their final nine-
hole match of the regular
season 186-188 against Fort
Loramie at Arrowhead
Golf Club on Thursday.

Olivia Knapke and Mallo-
ry Evers both shot the low
score of 44 strokes for the
Indians  (11-3).  Moey
Schafer of Fort Loramie
earned match medalist
honors with a 41.

Evvie Briner, Georgia
Wenning and Emily Boeck-
man, who played in her
third varsity match, all
shot 50s to make up the rest
of the team score. Cora
Pearson finished with a 55
that didn’t impact the team
final.

The Tribe will finish the
regular season in the MAC
Tournament on Saturday
at Stillwater Valley Golf
Club.

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School seniors Nick Laux (left) and Brady Jetmore
(right) team up to tackle Cooper Craig of the Bluffton Tigers during Friday
night’s homecoming game. Craig ran for 116 yards and two touchdowns, the
second of which came during the Tigers’ 26-point third quarter.

Spoiled ...

Continued from page 10

“Just both great Kkids,
both seniors,” said Fields.
“Just terrible for both. I
mean, obviously, both
those Kkids, they’re four-
year players and they're
good kids and they're good
kids in the classroom, the
school and the community
... Really, really good
kids.”

Bluffton put the game
away with its high-octane
third quarter, covering 67
yards on four plays on the
opening drive with Elijah
Bertsch scoring on an 18-
yard wide receiver screen
pass from quarterback
Axton Beste. After a Jay
County punt, Khamel
Moore needed just one
play to go 53 yards for the
first of his two TDs.
Another punt led to a
Cooper Craig 39-yard scor-
ing run — he also had a 30-
yard TD on a hook-and-lat-
eral late in the first half
as part of a 116-yard
evening — and a Patriot
fumble led to a second

one-play drive from Moore
on a 43-yard run.

Moore gave the Tigers
two 100-yard rushers as he
ripped off 109 yards on
just four carries.

Beste was a master of
efficiency through the air,
completing his first 10
passes and going 15-0f-16
for 165 yards.

“Axton, he's incredible,”
said Bluffton coach Brent
Kunkel. “He's an incredi-
ble kid, first and foremost,
but he's an incredible
leader for our football
team, and obviously he's
extremely talented. So
putting the ball in his
hands is never going to be
a bad decision for us.”

Jay County had an
opportunity to score on its
final drive against the
Tigers’ junior varsity
defense, moving the ball
to the 11-yard line on a
series of Nick Laux pass-
es to Aiden Phillips (four
receptions, 49 yards) and
Jermore (five receptions,
48 yards). But Laux was

sacked on third down, and
his last-second, fourth-
down heave toward Jet-
more in the end zone fell

incomplete.
It marked the third time
the Patriots (1-4, 0-3

ACAC), who were out-
gained 432-161, have been
shut out this season.

Bluffton, meanwhile, is
undefeated through five
weeks for the third year in
a row.

“Those guys are win-
ning football games four
years ago when they're in
the weight room, when
they're developing their
youth program, when
they’re building num-
bers,” said Fields. “You
see their kids that show
up and they get a deep
sideline ...

“They’re big, strong,
well-developed, well-
coached kids. ...

“They’re making

adjustments to stuff we
put in new tonight. The
second time we run,
they're ready for it. It's a

Box score

Class 2A No. 7 Bluffton
Tigers (5-0, 3-0 ACAC)
at Jay County
Patriots (1-3, 0-3 ACAC)

First Quarter
B — Axton Beste 1 run (Ethan
Ribich kick), 7:31.

Second Quarter
B — Cooper Craig 30 run
(Ribich kick), 1:01

Third Quarter
B — Elijah Bertesch 18 pass
from Beste (Ribich kick).
B — Khamel Moore 53 run (kick

failed), 7:39.
B — Craig 39 run (pass failed),
4:52.
B — Moore 43 run (Ribich kick),
2:13.

Fourth Quarter
No scoring

Team Statistics

B Jc
Rushes - yds  24-267 26-55
Comp-Att-Int 15160 11191
Passing yds 165 106
Total Plays 40 45
Total Offense 432 161
Punt ret - yds 0-0 0-0
Kickoff ret - yds 1-8 797
Sacks - yds lost 4-21 2-10
Punts - yds 0-0 3-108
Ints - yds 1-25 0-0
Fumbles - lost  2-1 2-1
Penalties - yds 3-35 7-31

Individual Statistics
Rushing — Bluffton — Cooper
Craig 9-116, Khamel Moore 4-
109, Axton Beste 10-45, Jacob
Kephart 1-(-1). Jay County —
Leighton Brown 8-37, Garrett
Bennett 4-11, Carter Fugiett 2-6,
Nick Laux 7-1, Brady Jetmore 4-
0, Bryan Fields 1-0
Passing — Bluffton — Axton
Beste 15-16-0 165. Jay County
— Nick Laux 11-19-1 106
Receiving — Bluffton — Aaron
Streveler 6-69, Elijah Bertsch 5-
67, Aiden Miler 2-23, Maddox
White 1-5, Parker Barnes 1-1. Jay
County — Brady Jetmore 5-48,
Aiden Phillisp 4-49, Leighton
Brown 1-8, Carter Fugiett 1-1.

well-coached, well-devel-
oped team.”

Laux completed 11 pass-
es for 106 yards, with one
interception. Leighton
Brown ran eight times for
38 yards for the Patriots,
with the bulk of his
yardage coming on a 27-
yard carry in the second
quarter.

Jay County will play
next at Woodlan, which is
1-4 overall and 0-3 in the
ACAC after losing 34-21
Friday to Southern Wells.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls golf at sectional at
Crestview — 9 a.m.; Cross Country at Jim Leffler
Invite at Yorktown - 10 a.m.; Boys soccer at
Woodlan — 10 a.m.; Boys tennis at Pendleton
Heights — 11 a.m.; Girls soccer at Woodlan — 12
p.m.; JV girls soccer at Woodlan — 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf at MAC Champi-
onships at Stillwater — 8:30 a.m.; Girls golf at
MAC Championships at Mercer County Elks —
8:30 a.m.; Cross country at Tour De Sewer at Ver-
sailles — 9 a.m; Volleyball vs. Russia — 9 a.m.;
Football at St. John's — 1:30 p.m.

Monday

Jay County — Boys tennis vs. Bellmont - 5
p.m.; Boys soccer vs. Heritage — 6 p.m.; Volleyball
vs. Blackford — 6 p.m.; JV football at Bluffton — 6
p.m.; JV boys soccer vs. Heritage — 7:30 p.m.;
Junior high volleyball vs. Delta — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Volleyball at Wapakoneta —
5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys tennis at Muncie Central —
5 p.m.; Volleyball at South Adams — 6 p.m.; Girls
soccer at Delta — 6:30 p.m.; Junior high cross

country vs. Muncie Southside — 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high football at South Adams — 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high volleyball at South Adams - 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Volleyball vs. Fort Loramie —
5:30 p.m.; Middle school volleyball vs. New
Knoxville — 5 p.m.

TV schedule

Today

4:30 p.m. — Formula 1: Azerbaijan Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

7:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Liver-
pool FC at Everton (USA)

8 p.m. — Formula 1: Azerbaijan Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: West Ham
United at Crystal Palace (USA)

12 p.m. — College football: Arkansas at Mem-
phis (ABC); Maryland at Wisconsin (NBC); Syra-
cuse at Clemson (ESPN); SMU at TCU (ESPN2);
Texas Tech at Utah (FOX)

12 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
NCTS Playoff Race at New Hampshire (FS1)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Man-
chester United at Chelsea (USA)

2:30 p.m. — Horse racing: America’s Day at
the Races (FS1)

3 p.m. — College football: Oregon State at

Oregon (BTN)

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Fulham at
Brentford (USA)

3:15 p.m. — AFL: Brisbane Lions at Colling-
wood Magpies (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — College football: Tulane at Ole
Miss (ESPN); Auburn at Oklahoma (ABC); Michi-
gan at Nebraska (CBS); Purdue at Notre Dame
(NBC); North Carolina at UCF (FOX)

4 p.m. — College football: N.C. State at Duke
(ESPN2)

6 p.m. — College football: West Virginia at
Kansas (FS1)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati
Reds (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — College football: South Carolina at
Missouri (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Florida at Miami
(ABC); Washington at Washington State (CBS); Illi-
nois at Indiana (NBC); Arizona State at Baylor
(FOX); BYU at East Carolina (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — College football: UTSA at Col-
orado State (FS1)

10 p.m. — SuperMotocross World Champi-
onship: The Strip at LAs Vegas Motor Speedway
(USA)

10 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: Oak-
land Roots at FC Tulsa (FOX)

10:15 p.m. — College football: Wyoming at
Colorado (ESPN)

11 p.m. — College football: Michigan State at
USC (FOX)

Sunday
7 a.m. — Formula 1: Azerbaijan Grand Prix
(ESPN)
9 a.m. — Premier League soccer: AFC

Bournemouth at Newcastle United (USA)

12 p.m. — NHRA: NHRA 4-Wide Carolina
Nationals (FS1)

1 p.m. — NFL: Green Bay Packers at Cleve-
land Browns (FOX); Indianapolis Colts at Ten-
nessee Titans (CBS)

1 p.m. — College volleyball: Florida at Wis-
consin (BTN)

1:40 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati
Reds (FDSN Indiana)

2 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: USA TODAY
301 (USA)

3 p.m. — College volleyball: Notre Dame at
Michigan (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — Horse racing: America’s Day at
the Races (FS1)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: Dallas Cowboys at Chicago
Bears (FOX)

5 p.m. — College volleyball: Cal at USC (BTN)

6 p.m. — College volleyball: Minnesota at Mar-
quette (FS1)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Seattle Mariners at Hous-
ton Astros (ESPN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Kansas City Chiefs at New
York Giants (NBC)

8:30 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Bay at Gotham FC
(ESPN2)

9 p.m. — MLS: Los Angeles FC at Real Salt
Lake (FS1)

Monday
8:15 p.m. — NFL: Detroit Lions at Baltimore
Ravens (ABC)
9:45 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at San
Francisco Giants (FDSN Indiana)

Tuesday

3:30 p.m. — La Liga soccer: Levante at Real
Madrid (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — College soccer: Michigan State at
Indiana (BTN)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

7:40 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at Chicago
Cubs (TBS)

9:45 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at San
Francisco Giants (FDSN Indiana)

CONTACT LINDSEY AT
L.Cochran@thecr.com

Qur harvest SPECIAL SECTION
will be distributed in

The Commercial Review (Portland),
The News-Gazette (Winchester),
and The News Times (Hartford City)

full-page color — %625
full-page B&W — %525
1/2-page color — %500
1/2-page B&W - %400
1/4-page color — %350
1/4-page B&W -3300

Big business card (3x3.5) - %125
Business card (2x2) — %80

Space for color ads is limited
and will be on a first-come,
first-serve basis.
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Patriot boys tennis
defeated third sectional foe,
see story page 10
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Celebration spoiled

Sports

www.thecr.com

Jay County girls golf takes
on the sectional today,

see Sports on tap
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Jay suffers injuries, falls to Tigers on homecoming

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

There was plenty to cel-
ebrate before the game
Friday night, with a
parade, tailgate and mili-
tary helicopter delivering
the game ball.

It would become a diffi-
cult night to be a Patriot,
in more ways than one.

The mood was solemn
as the fans departed Fri-
day night after the Jay
County High School foot-
ball team lost multiple
players to injury, one of
whom left the field in an
ambulance, in a 40-0 home-
coming loss to the Class
2A No. 7 Bluffton Tigers.

“We’re 14-0 at half-
time,” said JCHS coach
Eddie Fields. “It’s a com-
petitive ball game, and
then just ran out of gas
again in second half. Got
to keep searching for
answers. Just keep draw-
ing it up, keep working.”

The Patriots managed
to stay within two scores
of their undefeated Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence rivals at the half,
before Bluffton (5-0, 3-0

ACAC) put up 26 points in
the third quarter. But it
wasn’t so much the
points allowed as the
players lost that broke
the celebratory mood.

First, senior Joaquin
Johnson went out with an
injury.

Then, as he was being
tended to on the sideline,
Carter Fugiett landed
awkwardly while trying
to catch a pass on the
final play of the third
quarter. He was immedi-
ately writhing on the
turf while medical per-
sonnel and coaches
rushed to his side.

He was eventually
placed on a backboard
and his teammates gath-
ered close as he was
moved into the ambu-
lance. His friend Brady
Jetmore led a team
prayer before the ambu-
lance pulled away.

Reports on the field
were that Fugiett had
feeling in his extremities.
He was transported to IU
Health Ball Memorial
Hospital in Muncie.

See Spoiled page 9

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Kaiden Reynolds of Jay County tries to chase down Bluffton’s Aaron Streveler during the first

half Friday night. The Patriots were outgunned 432-161 on the game as they suffered their third shutout
of the season.

Nine girls score for JCHS against Raiders

PONETO —

The Raiders

formed a soccer team for the
first time this season. After one
meeting on the pitch, the Patri-
ots can say they hold the series
lead 1-0.

Jay County High School’s girls
soccer team had nine different
girls score in Thursday’s 12-0
victory over the Southern Wells
Raiders.

Aixa Lopez, Maria Laux and
Gabby Gibson all led the way
with two goals apiece. Lopez’s
first goal came in the first half
and she scored a second on an
assist from London Lloyd . Laux
was assisted by Finely Hatzell
on her first score — Laux assisted
Finley Hatzell for the previous

Local
Roundup

score — before putting the ball in
the goal herself to enter the half
7-0. Gibson scored her first
career goal in the first half
before putting another in on
Emma Hatzell’s first career
assist prior to the mercy rule.

Emma Hatzell provided her
second career assist to aid
Araitz Lekue Magro on her first
career goal.

Other goals for the Patriots
(7-3, 5-0 Allen County Athletic
Conference) came from Avery
Snow (assisted by Raylin Hum-
mer), Charlee Peters, Ariel
Beiswanger (assisted by Lopez)
and Hummer.

Maleah Parsons locked down
the goal against the Raiders (0-
8, 0-3 ACAC).

Smith leads

PIQUA, Ohio — Caleb Smith
led the Fort Recovery boys golf
team to a season-low 156-175
victory over the Newton Indi-
ans in Thursday’s regular sea-
son finale at Echo Hills Golf
Course.

Smith earned match medalist
honors with a one-under-par 35.
(Rhett Koffer led Newton with a
39.) Smith made par six times
and despite a bogey on the 18th
hole, birdies on the 13th and
16th to keep him under par.

Reece LeFevre wasn’t far
behind as he carded a 36 for
Fort Recovery (8-6). He made
three birdies and four pars.

Garrett Diller set a new
career low at 39 strokes.
Andrew Rehmert rounded out
the team score with a 46.

Luke Fortkamp and Carson
Fullenkamp shot a 49 and 53,
respectively, that didn’t impact
the final.

Jay sweeps

CONNERSVILLE — Jay Coun-
ty’s volleyball team swept the
Connersville Spartans 25-19, 25-
21, 25-22 on Thursday.

Mya Kunkler followed up a
strong match against Adams Cen-
tral with a 10-kill match. She also
had six blocks.

Hallie Schwieterman also had
a strong offensive game with nine
kills and she served up all four of
the Patriots’ aces.

Paisley Fugiett had the high for
Jay County (11-6) in assists at 32.
Elizabeth Barnett had the most
digs with 18, while Kayla Jetmore
added 17.

See Roundup page 9
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@ mson-Spence:

For immediate assistance or information about our
preplanning services, please call or contact us online today.

It's not a day in a life, but a life in a day.
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221 N. Meridian St Portland, IN » www.bairdfreeman.com » (260) 7267171
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They're in Good
Hands Here

¢ Vaccines &
Preventive Care

¢ lliness, Injury &
Surgical Care

* Flea & Heartworm
Prevention

« Allergies &
Nutrition

Mon - Fri. 8-5 p.m.
call for appt on
Saturda

Portland Veterinary Clinic

1407 Votaw St. e Portland e 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net e Christian Bader DVM
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; '., Many of us plan ahead for the
events we anticipate. Bank
1 | We plan for weddings, higher &hﬁteme
education, vacations, and other
significant events. '
Understanding the benefits of pre-
planning has prompted many to take | M@
||: the step to plan for their funeral. It COUNTY
I gives you peace of mind, personal P ey VisiTor & TouRlsM BUREAL
choice, and lower costs.
e T (260) 726-7171
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WINGS @Z RINGS®

Music and Lyrice by
Laurence O’Keefe and Nell Benjamin

LRGN LT

LEGALLY BLONDE

Based on the novel by Amanda Brown
and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer motion picture

Shows are 7 p.m. Sept. 25, 26 and 27, and 2 p.m. Sept. 28 at Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Portland

Advance tickets:
$10 for students and $12 for adults
Available by visiting bit.ly/JCCTLegallyBlonde,
by calling (260) 726-4809,
or at Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

LEGALLY BLONDE
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MIT
www.mtishows.com

Book by
Heather Hach

PENROD FUN'ERAL HOME

WINGS «Z RINGS®
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