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New
Forge
ECI
leader
named

Hancock
will take

role after
stint as
interim

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

An organization focused
on regional economic
development and market-
ing has a new leader.

Forge ECI announced
Thursday that it has select-
ed Caitlin Hancock as its
new president and CEO.

“I'm beyond excited,”
said Hancock. “I've been
with the organization for
over a decade now, and just
being able to see the
growth that’s happened in
the region, to be in this
position now to lead this
organization, I'm very
excited for the future.”

Forge ECI, formerly
known as the East Central
Indiana Regional Partner-
ship, serves Jay, Randolph,
Blackford, Delaware,
Henry, Wayne, Grant,
Fayette and Rush counties.

Hancock served as the
interim president and CEO
since May following the
departure of  Trevor
Friedeberg, who is now
president and CEO of
Greater Muskegon Eco-
nomic Development in
Michigan.

She was chosen follow-
ing a nationwide search.

“Caitlin emerged as the
clear choice among more
than 20 candidates,” said
Garrett Doan, chair of
Forge ECI’s board of direc-
tors, in a press release.
“Her decade of experience
within the organization,
her proven leadership, and
her passion for East Cen-
tral Indiana distinguished
her throughout the
process.

See Leader page 2

Trump

By ETHAN BRONNER

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

President Donald
Trump is pressing Israel
and Hamas to seal a settle-
ment to the two-year con-
flict that’s devastated Gaza
and destabilized the Mid-
dle East as the warring
sides are set to begin medi-
ated talks on Monday.

The first sign of whether
the negotiations, being
hosted by Egypt, are seri-
ous will be whether Hamas
follows through on
Trump’s demand to release
all the remaining hostages,
including those who died,
in return for Israel releas-
ing Palestinian prisoners.

U.S. special envoy Steve
Witkoff and Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner were
traveling to Egypt to take
part in the talks, which
will be held in Sharm el
Sheikh. An Israeli delega-
tion led by Strategic
Affairs Minister Ron Der-
mer is set to take part in
the indirect talks, while

Deaths

Laura Sours, 71, Portland
Barbara Gibson, 70, Horse

Cave, Kentucky

Freida Shetler, 75, rural

Monroe
Details on page 2.
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Top three

The Fort Recovery High School marching band earned an Excellent rating on Saturday in the Ohio Music Education
Association contest at Versailles and finished in third place overall. Pictured, junior Aubree Heitkamp spins a flag over her
head during the FRHS performance. The band’s show is based on the movie “Top Gun.”
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French prime minister

By WILLIAM HOROBIN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

PARIS — Sebastien Lecornu
resigned

unexpectedly

as

France’s prime minister on Mon-
day, blaming the intransigence of
the groups in the country’s frac-
tured parliament and deepening a
national political crisis.

The move sparked a selloff in
French assets with stocks tum-
bling by the most since late
August and the yield on the
benchmark 10-year note rising
nine basis points to 3.6%.

pushing

Lecornu blamed the

inflexibilty of parliament

While Lecornu was clearly in
deep trouble with no majority
emerging to back him in parlia-
ment, and speculation that he
could face a vote of no confidence
as soon as this week, his abrupt
departure was a surprise.

The resignation came less than

24 hours after President
Emmanuel Macron named a
new Cabinet stacked with cen-
trist loyalists, ignoring threats
from opposition parties not to
appoint a continuity govern-
ment. That plan immediately
backfired.

resigns

“The conditions were no longer
met for me to be able to exercise
my functions as prime minister,”
Lecornu told reporters in Paris
Monday. “I was ready to compro-
mise but each political party
wanted the other political party
to adopt its entire program.”

Lecornu faced the same
intractable problem that sank the
premierships of his two forerun-
ners: having to pass a budget that
included unpopular spending
cuts and tax increases to rein in
the largest deficit in the euro
area.

deal

Egypt is hosting
peace talks this week

Israel’s Kan News report-
ed Ghazi Hamad, Osama
Hamdan and Muhamed
Darwish will represent
Hamas.

“It’ll last a couple of
days,” Trump told
reporters on Sunday. “We’ll
see how it turns out but I
hear it’s going very well.”

Trump, who has laid out
a 20-point plan to end the
war, has made it clear that
he is losing patience with
both Hamas and Israel,
even as the militant group
has yet to accept the full
proposal, which would
include its ultimate disar-
mament.

The U.S. president called
Israeli Prime Minister

Weather

Jay County had a high of
84 degrees Sunday. The low

was 59.

The forecast calls for a 70 %
chance of rain tonight with
the low dipping into the mid
40s and winds gusting to 20
mph. Skies will be sunny
Wednesday with a high in the
mid 60s. See page 2
extended outlook.

Benjamin Netanyahu over
the weekend to celebrate
Hamas’ apparent willing-
ness to release the
hostages, Axios reported
Sunday, but the Israeli
prime minister com-
plained the offer was
meaningless. Trump,
according to the report,
snapped at Netanyahu for
being ‘“negative,” and
added, “This is a win. Take
it.”

The Israeli military has
assumed a defensive pos-
ture in Gaza City, while
Hamas said airstrikes and
shelling continued in the
enclave’s de facto capital,
killing dozens of people.

See Deal page 2

Finding pulse

Fifth graders Kayden Blankenship, Gaven Robbins and
Jerason Edwards check their pulses Thursday during Jay Emergency
Medical Service’s presentation on Jay County Safety Day at Jay County
Fairgrounds. Jay Emergency Medical Service gave safety tips and shared
take home emergency supplies, including bandages, with students.
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In review

Jay County Public Library
will host a Scooby-Doo Bingo
Night at 4:30 p.m. Thursday. The
event will include games of
bingo, Shaggy subs, Scooby
snacks and other refreshments.
A variety of Scooby-Doo-themed
prizes will be available. Register
in advance by calling (260) 726-
7890 or visiting the library at 315
N. Ship St., Portland.

next week’s

cil meeting.

Coming up
Wednesday — Coverage of
Council meeting.
Thursday — Details from
the JCHS boys soccer sectional

opener versus Oak Hill.

Friday —
Wednesday'’s Jay County Coun-
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Obituaries

Laura Sours

Oct. 2, 1954-Oct. 4, 2025

Laura Sours, age 71, of Port-
land passed away on Saturday,
Oct. 4, 2025, in IU
Health Ball
Memorial Hospi-
tal surrounded by
her family.

She was born
in Portland on
Oct. 2, 1954, the
daughter of
Lester Boner and
Dortha (Thwaits)
Wright. She was married on
July 22, 1977, to Robert Sours
who survives.

Laura was retired from
Crown Pointe in Portland in
2020 after 20 years and had
worked for Community Care
Center West. She was a member
of Praise Chapel Church of God
and served on the church board.

She attended Madison

Sours

School, was a 1973 Portland
High School graduate and
attended Ball State University.
She enjoyed spending time
with family and her trips to
Fort Myers, Florida.

Surviving are her husband
Robert; one daughter, Julie
Bruder of Goshen, Indiana;
one son, Justin Sours (wife:
Lisa) of Troy, Michigan; a
granddaughter, Eve Sours; two
sisters, Georgeanna Aslinger
of Portland and Norma Weaver
of Berne; eight nieces and
nephews; and six great-nieces
and great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by
a sister, Lena Boner; and her
parents, Lester and Dorothy:.

Funeral services will be
Thursday, Oct. 9, at 1 p.m. in
the Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home with Pastor Alan Adair
presiding. Burial will follow in
the Green Park Cemetery. Visi-

CR almanac

tation will be Thursday from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Memorials can be made to
the Jay County Cancer Society.
Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Barbara Gibson

June 14, 1955-Oct. 1, 2025
Barbara Ann Gibson, age 70,
of Horse Cave, Kentucky,
departed this life
on Wednesday,
Oct. 1, 2025, at
The Medical Cen-
ter at Caverna.
The Anderson
native was born
on June 14, 1955,
to the late Jimmie
Vance and Betty
Wright Straley.
She was married to her devoted
husband, Bill Gibson, who sur-
vives.
Barbara retired after dedicat-

Gibson

Leader ...

Continued from page 1

of the year. She’ll

ing many years of service to Red
Gold, a well-known tomato pro-
cessing company in Geneva. Her
deep compassion for animals
touched many lives, as she not
only cared for animals personal-
ly but also made generous contri-
butions to local animal shelters.

Barbara was an avid crafter
who took special joy in sewing
cozy coats that she donated to the
dogs at the shelters, where she
blended her creativity with her
love for animals.

Besides her husband, Bill, she
leaves to honor her daughters,
Lona Jackson (Clint) and Rhon-
da Walker (Robert), all of
Muncie, and Terry Holows
(Steven) of South Carolina; 11
grandchildren; 16 great-grand-
children; and siblings Melba
Beaver, Ronnie Vance and Alice
Imel (Gregory).

She was also preceded in death
by her son, Wesley Snyder; along

with several brothers and sis-
ters.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Patton Funeral
Home Cave City Chapel.

Condolences can be made at
pattonfuneralhome.com.

Freida M. Shetler, rural Monroe,
the mother of a Geneva resident,
Nov. 9, 1949-Oct. 4, 2025. Services
will be at 9 a.m. Wednesday at the
Emanual Hilty residence, 998 S.
000 Road, Monroe.

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.
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Today in history

In 1765, the Stamp Act
Congress convened in
New York City Its pur-
pose was to form resolu-
tions of “rights and
grievances” of the Amer-
ican Colonies.

In 2008, the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls
Cross country team won
its sixth consecutive
Olympic Athletic Confer-
ence championship, tak-
ing seven of the top 12
places in the meet in
Anderson. Sophomore
Aly Miller defended her

OAC individual title
with a win in 20 minutes,
51 seconds, with sisters
Kylie and Leah Wellman
fourth and fifth, respec-
tively.

In 2021, Portland Plan
Commission recom-
mended approval of a
rezoning request to allow
for the construction of a
new Clear Choice Chiro-
practic Office on a por-
tion of the former First
Baptist Church property
on Charles Street.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Tuesday

4 pm. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

4 pm. — Jay County
Commissioners execu-
tive session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7 pm. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,

105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday

8 am. — Upper
Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells

Carnegie Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

6 pm. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

in the territory. He also left
open the option of disarm-
ing Hamas by force.

A swap of Israeli
hostages and Palestinian
prisoners would happen
immediately upon securing
an agreement, while
Hamas’ disarmament
would come in a second
stage, Netanyahu said.

“We are the closest we
have been in a very long

exchange was just the first
— and perhaps easiest —
step.
determining who will gov-
ern the region will be hard-
er, he said.

“That’s the part that I
think is going to be a little
tougher to work through,
but that’s what’s going to
provide permanency to the
end of the conflict. So we're
focused on those two phas-

Rebuilding Gaza and

time,”  Secretary  of es,” Rubio said.
g
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Handbell Ensemble: $30
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

131 EWalnut St. Portland, IN47371 | 260.726.4809
jec@myartsplace.org | myartsplace.org

Wednesdays, October 15" through December 10"

Eastern Breeze: Flute Ensemble: $15
Mondays, October 27" through December 15

Vore's Welding & Steel, Inc.

HAVE A SPECIFIC QUESTION
ON CAPABILITIES?

Call us...
we look forward to doing business with you!

g
Embracing
Local Journalism
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National Newspaper Week
October 5-11,2025

In @ world increasingly shaped by global
headlines and sccial media noise, reconnaecting
with lecal news is vitel for civic cngagement,

WPGW accountability, and community resilience,
| lhl—r-* Radio
Il::::x'xllillll.]\llliul\ Dennis & [ : T I wE
Marianne Horn | wecan a“ WPP‘“ | )
essential local journ aﬁsmhy

subscribing, donating, sharing stories,
encouraging young reporters, and educating
the next generation about media literacy and
the importance of a free press.

4

4

3234 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery, OH 45846

419-375-4087 - fax: 419-375-2466
Email: vores @bright.net
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Publishers Clearing House news hits hard

By JAMES FULKS

The Commercial Review

A recent news story
revealed that Publishers
Clearing House has been
purchased by another
buyer through a sale in
bankruptcy court.

Today, we are somewhat
jaded by seemingly routine
Mega Millions, Powerball
and state lottery jackpots
that get way into the mil-
lions and even over a bil-
lion dollars occasionally:

However, for those of us
of a “certain age” we still

distinctly recall when a
knock at the door from the
Publishers Clearing House
Prize Patrol was one of the
only promises of a life
changing infusion of cash.

Founded in 1953, Publish-
ers Clearing House began
by selling unsold maga-
zines from publishers look-
ing to liquidate excess print
publications.

By 1967, Publishers
Clearing House began the
ubiquitous direct mail cam-
paign that I am sure virtu-
ally everyone remembers.

You could buy magazine
subscriptions and a myriad
of other products from
those direct mail cam-
paigns.

You also could enter Pub-

lishers Clearing House
Sweepstakes with or with-
out a purchase.

From the 1970s to the
early 2000s, Publishers
Clearing House literally
became part of the culture,
mentioned in comedy skits
on “Saturday Night Live”
and sitcoms such as
“Cheers” and “Seinfeld.”

The promise of a “knock
at the door” with a Prize
Patrol presenting a balloon
bouquet and an oversized
check became part of our
lives.

Most payouts were annu-
ities, meaning a “$5,000 a
week for life” prize was
actually paid with an annu-
ity check, supposedly
“guaranteed for life.”

The harsh reality is, with
this recent bankruptcy fil-
ing and court ordered sale,
the purchasing company
has clearly stated that any-
one owed a prize dated
prior to July 15, 2025, will
no longer be paid.

With liabilities of
between $50 million and
$100 million and assets of

only $1 million to $10 mil-
lion, there’s just no
money there to pay out
the past winners, and the
new purchaser is not
liable for past commit-
ments.

I suppose if you were still
waiting on that knock on
the door, from the Prize
Patrol and a balloon bou-
quet with a huge check,
good luck with that. If they
do, don’t count on that big
oversized check  not
“bouncing” if you let it slip
from your grasp.

Wedding invite comes with unexpected condition

DEAR ABBY: I have a special-
needs son and cannot travel with
him alone. I have also been in a
committed relationship for two
years. When my aunt’s youngest
daughter got married last year, I
clearly stated that I would not be
able to attend because of these
limitations. Now her son is get-
ting married. The family sent out
an electronic invitation and
asked for a plus-one. Since my
son will be with my parents dur-
ing the wedding, I filled it out
with my name and my partner’s
name.

I was recently told that the
plus-one was meant only for my
son and that I'm not allowed to
bring my partner, despite the fact
that he’ll be helping to support
me during the trip. I find this
incredibly disrespectful. Not
only are my boundaries being
ignored, but so are my son’s
needs.

I'm considering not attending.
Would it be wrong to decline the
invitation on those grounds? I'd
like to tell them exactly why I

won't be in attendance. I've had
enough of being told to accom-
modate others at the expense of
my own family’s well-being. —
HURT IN THE MIDWEST
DEAR HURT: By now your
aunt and her family should be
well aware that your son is
severely disabled. Do your
aunt’s soon-to-be in-laws
know? Are your parents
expected to shoulder all
responsibility for his care
when that wedding takes
place? Does your family know
that your boyfriend helps you
take care of your son? If the
answer to those questions is
yes, then what you received
was less a wedding invitation
than it was a bid for a gift.

Send them your regrets, but
do it politely.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I married three years ago. We
both had lost our spouses to can-
cer. He had a house and I had a
house, so, since mine was paid
for, I talked him into moving into
mine and renting his so his
renters could pay his mortgage.
(That way, he could save more for
retirement.)

My dilemma is, it seems like I
pay for everything. He gives me
$400 a month for his half of the
utilities, phone and groceries.
But with things so expensive, I
end up paying the difference, and
it’s draining my savings and
checking account. I love him and
he adores me, but this is starting
to wear on me.

I can talk to him about any-
thing, but money seems to be a
sore spot with him, and I would-
n’t want to ruin everything else
that is great. How can I approach
this with him, without it affect-
ing our relationship? I've hinted

to him how expensive things are,
but he hasn’t taken the hints. —
GOING BROKE IN INDIANA

DEAR GOING BROKE: Stop
“hinting” and speak up! Tell
your husband that because of
inflation and the price of
everything going up, your sav-
ings and checking accounts
are being drained. Then tell
him the two of you need to
start discussing a more realis-
tic budget. If he loves you, he
will see the wisdom. However,
if money is more important to
him than your welfare, it is
better to find out now.

DEAR ABBY: Recently, I had a
major surgery and a cancer
scare. I don’t have cancer, but
since then I can’t stop thinking
about death — not just my own,
but also the fear that my hus-
band, dogs and cats will die.
When that happens, I will be all
alone. I am also struggling with
my belief in God.

I have never ever been this
unhappy. I cry every day. My body

hurts, and I'm frightened all the
time. I'm 57 and I know the end of
my life is near. I don’t know how
you can help me, but I'm a mess. I
don’t want to die, and if Ilose my
family I will never recover. Please
help me. How do people live and
not worry about death?
SCARED IN THE SOUTH

DEAR SCARED: I think any-
one who has faced their own
mortality as you have can
appreciate what a precious
gift life is. None of us has a
contract with God, which is
why it is so important to value
every good day we are given.

If you haven’t discussed
your emotional state with
your doctors, you MUST! And
when you do, ask for referrals
to a licensed mental health
professional who can help you
rid yourself of these destruc-
tive thoughts. You deserve to
live a happy, normal life in the
time you have on Earth,
whether it is short or long. To
achieve that, you need to
regain your balance.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op longterm recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient = Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For

more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 am. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth

Sudoku

Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For

more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 6:30
pm. on the second
Wednesday of each month
in the boardroom at Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland.

Thursday

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 am. and 6:30 p.m.

a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of
each month at Jay County
Campus of Arts Place, 131
E Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today

Consumer Gellular

b 85 crect for AutaPuy adF-4ilng Tases ud e res spply:Credit pprval eqired for e
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(either their own ho

Have Medicaid an
2 4

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.
TRARA o, caregiver gets paid weekly!

Be a Hoosier! You must live in the State of Indiana.

on a Waiver: ge eligible f
e financial requirements for the Pa

W FreedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 844.563.4012
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Jay County Solid Waste Management District
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Journalism is vital to democracy

Metro

Many adults can likely recall
mornings during their childhood
when newspapers were tossed
into the driveways of many
homes throughout their neigh-
borhoods. Some adults might
even have delivered papers from
their bicycles each morning.

The benefits of reading a daily
newspaper are no less substantial
today. In fact, the American Jour-
nalism Project reports that the
loss of local news is adversely
affecting democracy by contribut-
ing to polarization, a decline in
voting participation and less gov-
ernment accountability. Readers
concerned by such a report can
take note of the following reasons
why it’s so vital to support local
journalism.

Guest
Editorial

« Local newspapers drive politi-
cal engagement, particularly
among younger voters. Young
people are often characterized as
the future of the nation, and
that’s one notable reason to sup-
port local journalism. According
to the CIRCLE/Tisch College
Post-Election Poll conducted in
2020, 50% of youth reported feel-
ing more prepared to vote in the
2020 elections thanks to local
news media. Local journalism

can contribute to a more knowl-
edgeable and engaged electorate,
which is an invaluable benefit at
a time of waning voter participa-
tion and reduced accountability
of government.

«Local journalism helps build
communities. Community-build-
ing is another benefit of strong
local journalism. In their book,
“News Hole: The Demise of Local
Journalism and Political Engage-
ment,” authors Danny Hayes and
Jennifer Lawless connect a
decline in local news with
decreased participation in local
elections. When voters partici-
pate less in local elections,
they’re less likely to learn about
issues affecting their communi-
ties, whereas greater voter partic-
ipation increases civic engage-

ment and helps to build stronger
communities.

«Local journalism keeps people
up to date on their own communi-
ties. Cable news networks and
their affiliated websites primari-
ly focus on national and interna-
tional news, leaving viewers and
readers who rely exclusively on
these mediums for their news
with little or no access to infor-
mation regarding issues affecting
their own communities. Local
newspapers have long filled that
void, providing an invaluable
benefit and a means for readers to
learn what’s being done and what
can be done about issues affecting
their daily lives and the commu-
nities they call home.

«Local journalism holds local
government officials account-

able. In early 2025, the Richmond
(California) City Council voted to
give themselves 80% increases in
their monthly salaries. Though
the merits of those increases
were open to debate from both
sides, chances are strong Rich-
mond residents might not have
learned about the salary adjust-
ments had it not been for local
journalists’ reporting. The Rich-
mond example underscores the
vital role local journalism plays
in relation to keeping an eye on
local governments and holding
them accountable.

Local journalism is vital to a
thriving democracy, and readers
are urged to support the many
local newspapers working hard to
keep their communities well-
informed.
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Is state’s

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s business climate has
been an advantage for a decade or
more — consistently landing the
state enviably high in various
economic development metrics.
But that tide might be turning,
and some mayors are concerned
about the change.

Gov. Mike Braun brings a dif-
ferent style — and fewer hand-
outs to corporations. He repeated-
ly attacked the state’s previous
goals for focusing only on large
companies while failing smaller
businesses while on the cam-
paign trail.

Crawfordsville Mayor Todd
Barton said that sudden shift is
causing companies to back away
from the Hoosier state.

“They don’t trust us. They
don’t trust the state of Indiana,”
he told a panel of lobbyists and
public relations experts last
month. “There’s a loss of sense of
direction. And I'm not going to
say I totally was always on board
with the direction before, but we
had a direction, right? And some-
times it was a little confusing, but
at least we had a sense of direc-
tion.”

Barton said on recent trips
with site selectors he has seen a
decided shift against bringing
investment and job growth to
Indiana.

“For years, we’d go to those
meetings and they were like, ‘Oh,

you're from Indiana. You guys
are rock stars...we’ll put projects
in Indiana every single day’

“This year, I've been on three
different trips, and every single
trip, all we heard was, ‘Eh, we
don’t know.” We do not have — to
the outside world — a clear eco-
nomic development policy in the
state of Indiana right now. Peri-
od. “

And it’s not just anecdotal.

In 2024, Area Development — a
national publication dedicated to
site selection and economic devel-
opment — ranked the top states
for doing business and Indiana
was fifth. The state especially
excelled in the key categories of
overall cost, access to qualified
labor, business incentive pro-
grams, logistics and infrastruc-
ture.

Compare that same ranking for
2025. Indiana dropped to 12th for
top states to do business.

And here is how Indiana fared
in key categories:

«Overall cost — First to fifth

«Access to qualified labor —
Fourth to sixth

«Availability of sites — Fourth
to not ranked

*Business incentive programs
—Third to not ranked

«Logistics and infrastructure
— Third to seventh

The Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corporation has had
some organizational changes in
the last nine months. Its execu-
tive director left in September
after being hired in January.
Braun replaced the entire
board in June, and the quasi-gov-
ernmental agency has been part
of a forensic spending audit.

Lawmakers also mandated
the hiring of a second leader, and
that still hasn’t happened five
months later.

“Gov. Braun’s economic devel-
opment strategy is to grow jobs
and increase wages. He is priori-
tizing regional input and leader-
ship from around the state, which
is a shift away from the central
Indiana-focused approach of
recent years,” said Commerce
Secretary David Adams. “This
strategy is already working, as
the most recent numbers show,
with incentivized jobs paying on
average $8,000 more per year and
costing only a third of what they
did a year ago.”

Braun has urged his adminis-
tration to focus less on large
employers in central Indiana,
instead looking at growth oppor-
tunities for communities around
the state. A large swath of coun-

ties also have resisted energy-
related developments such as
wind, solar and data centers,
which could be impacting rank-
ings.

Last week, the governor high-
lighted that year-over-year, the
average wage of jobs incentivized
by the IEDC to come to Indiana
has increased from $37 to $41, a
10% increase. The average cost
per incentivized job decreased
from $55,000 per job to $16,000 per
job.

That’s partly because the state
no longer has federal money to
spend for incentives. Under for-
mer Gov. Eric Holcomb there was
hundreds of millions to give out.
But the budget for the IEDC has
dropped 60% — meaning less
money to spread around.

The agency also noted that a
recent CNBC ranking saw Indi-
ana jump from 11th to ninth in
business climate.

From an outside perspective, I
can say that the IEDC was a free-
wheeling, secretive entity that
had entirely too much leash. And
I appreciate that Braun is taking
initiative and getting it under
control.

Noblesville Mayor Chris
Jensen said on the same panel
with Barton that there are two
things business leaders ask about
most: health care and utility costs
— both things lawmakers have
wrestled to get under control.

Braun has recently targeted

high energy costs in the state,
appointing a new official to repre-
sent ratepayers and urging state
regulators to think less about
utility shareholders and more
about Hoosiers paying the bill.
His administration pushed cer-
tain health priorities over the fin-
ish line during the legislative ses-
sion, but some had to be scaled
back to get votes.

But Jensen also acknowledged
that part of the problem is a
changing of the guard since
Braun took over in January.

“I think this vision of econom-
ic development starts at the very
top, whether it be a mayor,
whether it be a governor. And I
think what we need to do right
now is get out of our own way
and go tell our story — and boldly
tell our story. Not just in Indiana,
but around the country and
around the world. And have a
clear message and a clear mes-
senger,” Jensen said.

“I think it starts at the very top.
We have to be visionary, we have
to be bold, we have to be excited.
We have to be transformational,
and we have to get out of our own
Way.”

Kelly, editor-in-chief of Indiana
Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news

organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.
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Telestroke program honors Mercer

The Ohio State Universi-
ty Wexner Medical Cen-
ter’s Telestroke Program
has recognized Mercer
Health with its third Door
to Needle Award.

The honor is for organi-
zations that “deliver life-
saving clot-busting med-
ication with speed and
precision.” The award
went to Mercer Health’s
emergency department.

Mercer Health achieved
a time of 35 minutes dur-
ing the 2024 Door to Nee-
dle Award Challenge, sur-
passing the national
benchmark goal of 60 min-
utes.

“Strategic Healthcare
Programs recognizes how
much hard work is
involved in providing
excellent patient care, and
we are proud to acknowl-
edge the tireless efforts of
our top-performing cus-
tomers through our annu-
al SHPBest award pro-
gram,” said Dixie Daven-
port, telestroke program
manager at The Ohio State
University Wexner Med-
ical Center. “These organi-
zations care deeply about
the patient experience and
they never stop striving to
improve every single year.
Reducing door-to-needle
times directly improves
patient outcomes, and
Mercer Health’s commit-
ment to excellence is mak-
ing a real difference.”

Job fairs set
The United States Postal
Service will host job fairs
on Friday, Oct. 10.
Sessions are scheduled
for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
following locations:

Business
roundup

«Muncie 501 W.

Memorial Drive

Winners announced

The Indiana Manufac-
turers Association
announced last week that
Grain Millers of Marion,
Dart Controls of
Zionsville and  Steel
Dynamics will be inducted
to its hall of fame this
year.

Also announced were
2025 Manufacturing Excel-
lence Award winners:

«Manufacturing Talent
Champion: Perfecto Tool
& Engineering of Ander-
son

«Community Impact:
Cleveland-Cliffs
Emerging Leader:

NASCO Industries’ Jor-
dan Sherman of Washing-
ton

«Outstanding Woman
Leader in Manufacturing:
Amatrol’s Kimberly
Perkins of Jeffersonville

«Safety Champion: dor-
makaba’s Kristin Jarrett
of Indianapolis

«Lifetime Achievement:
Overton Industries’ Ron,
Steve and Rick Overton of
Mooresville.

“Each of these honorees
represent the best of Indi-
ana's manufacturing
industry and have made
their communities and the
state better through their
work,” said Indiana Manu-

facturers Association
president and CEO
Andrew Berger in a press
release. “The IMA appreci-
ates their commitment to
the industry, and I look
forward to seeing their
continued success and
innovation in the years to
come."

To donate

Scooter’s Coffee will
donate a portion of its
sales of its new Courage
Cookie Sandwich to Make-
A-Wish.

The promotion began
last week and will run
through the end of Octo-
ber. Funds will be donated
to support granting addi-
tional wishes for children.

“At Scooter’s Coffee, our

values are Integrity,
LOVE, Humility, and
Courage. Make-A-Wish

delivers transformational
wishes for families who
demonstrate these values
every day as they focus on
improving their child’s
physical and emotional
wellbeing,” said Scooter’s
chief strategy officer Mal-
orie Maddox in a press
release. “To honor their
courage and support the
mission of Make-A-Wish
is an incredible opportuni-
ty, and a delicious new
treat makes this partner-
ship even sweeter.”

Planning to build

Eli Lilly and Company
announced last week that
it plans to build a new $6.5
billion = manufacturing
facility in Houston.

The synthetic medicine
active  pharmaceutical
product facility is the sec-

ond of four Lilly plans to
announce this year. It will
focus on manufacturing
small molecule medicines
and is expected to be oper-
ational within five years.

"Our new Houston site
will enhance Lilly's ability
to manufacture orfor-
glipron at scale and, if
approved, help fulfill the
medicine's potential as a
metabolic health treat-
ment for tens of millions
of people worldwide who
prefer the ease of a pill
that can be taken without
food and water restric-
tions," said David A.
Ricks, chair and CEO of
Indianapolis-based Lilly,
in a press release. "This
significant U.S. invest-
ment and onshoring of
our API production capa-
bilities will ensure faster,
more secure access to
orforglipron and to other
life-changing medicines
of the future."

Expanding flights

Indianapolis Interna-
tional Airport will add a
second nonstop flight to
Dublin each week begin-
ning in the spring.

Aer Lingus began offer-
ing nonstop flights from
Indianapolis to Dublin
once a week in May. On
April 13, it will add a sec-
ond such flight each week.

“We're going from four
nonstop flights per week
to five per week,” said
Maggie Cunningham, the
airport’s director of air
service and airport experi-
ence, in a press release.
“We had set a goal of
increasing flight frequen-
¢y in summer 2027, so to

hit that goal an entire year
earlier is a testament to
how successful the flight
is among leisure and busi-
ness travelers.”

Papers purchased

Paxton Media Group
has bought 15 newspapers
in Illinois and Missouri
from Better Newspapers
Inc.

Paxton, the fifth-largest
newspaper firm in the
nation, also owns 17 Indi-
ana newspapers, includ-
ing The Courier-Times
(New Castle), The Chroni-
cle-Tribune (Marion), the
Huntington Herald Press
and the Connersville
News-Examiner.

Elected president

The Indiana State Med-
ical Association has
elected Dr. Richard Gun-
derman as its new presi-
dent.

Gunderman is chancel-
lor’s professor of radiolo-
gy, pediatrics, medical
education, philosophy, lib-
eral arts, philanthropy
and medical humanities
and health studies at Indi-
ana University School of
Medicine. He also chairs
the medical association’s
Physician Wellness Steer-
ing Committee.

He will take over as
president on Wednesday.

Discussions planned
Registration is open for
the annual conference of
the American Society of
Agricultural Consultants.
The conference will be
held Nov. 2 through 4 at
Embassy Suites by Hilton

Indianapolis North. It will
feature speakers each day,
with Margy Eckelkamp of
Farm Journal’s Top Pro-
ducer brand moderating a
“What I wish I knew
then/What I know now”
panel discussion.

For more information,
or to register, visit agcon-
sultants.org.

Courses scheduled

Indiana Chamber of
Commerce has several
programs coming up.

A forklift “train the
trainer” course is set for 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Nov. 13.
Attendees will learn how
to effectively train their
staff on safe and compli-
ant forklift operations.

Each of the courses will
be held at the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce
Conference Center in Indi-
anapolis.

For more information,
visit indianachamber.com.

Awards set

Indiana Chamber of
Commerce will host its
annual awards dinner at 5
p.m. Nov. 5 at the JW Mar-
riott Indianapolis.

Daymond John, founder
of FUBU and a longtime
star of “Shark Tank,” will
be the featured speaker.

Individual tickets are
$195. For more informa-
tion, visit indianacham-
ber.com.

Does your business have
news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

Analysis highlights lackluster oversight

By WHITNEY DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corporation released a
lengthy forensic analysis after a
legal review Thursday, part of an
ongoing effort by Gov. Mike
Braun to reform the embattled,
quasi-public state agency to
restore public trust.

In particular, the private com-
pany tasked with reviewing the
entity flagged eye-popping spend-
ing by its nonprofit — which is
funded by an opaque system of
donors — on international trips.

“When questions are raised
about how taxpayer dollars are
being used, we take that serious-
ly. That’s why we ordered a full
forensic audit — no shortcuts, no
politics,” said Braun in a state-
ment. “The results are clear and
this matter is resolved. We are
now forward-focused on investing
in, building and growing Indiana
companies together.”

The final, 127-page report
reviews past practices and pro-

vides recommendations for
future action, emphasizing both
transparency and identifying
areas where governance and
oversight must be strengthened.

“We have already begun this
work,” said Secretary of Com-
merce David Adams, in a memo
briefing Braun.

Adams said all votes must now
occur before the IEDC’s full board
of directors and not in small com-
mittees. Additionally, the non-
profit arm — the Indiana Eco-
nomic Development Foundation
— had spending frozen in April.
That entity will now “wind-
down.”

A formal investment policy
will “ensure taxpayer dollars are
directed toward Indiana busi-
nesses,” and “conflict-of-interest
checks with board members are
now part of standard proce-
dure.”

“These steps are not merely
corrective. They reflect a deliber-
ate effort to protect taxpayer
resources, restore confidence and

position Indiana’s economic
development funds as a model of
best practice,” concluded Adams.

In addition to the IEDC and its
foundation, the audit also focused
on Elevate Ventures, the Applied
Research Institute and the Limit-
less Exploration/Advanced Pace
District — otherwise known as
LEAP, which has become a con-
troversial Boone County econom-
ic development project.

Braun promised an “audit” of
the IEDC in April, after Indiana
Legislative Insight reported alle-
gations of self-dealing and more
among IEDC and its partners. In
May, Washington D.C.-based FTI
Consulting began work. The con-
tract is worth up to $800,000 and
extended for a year.

In a preview last week, Braun’s
office said there were no criminal
findings within the audit. Howev-
er, FTI flagged “concerns about
the potential for favoritism and
misuse of public funds.”

The Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Foundation was set up in

2005 as a nonprofit organization
to raise and manage private con-
tributions and help fund the
state’s economic development
priorities.

Administrations in the past
have refused to disclose who the
major funders are for the entity,
which largely paid for interna-
tional travel for the governor and
other economic development offi-
cials.

Former Gov. Eric Holcomb
traveled extensively on the foun-
dation’s dime, including 27 inter-
national trips during his eight-
plus years in office.

The review ran from Jan. 1,
2022 to Dec. 31, 2024, and identi-
fied 107 entities that donated $6
million. Sixteen donors made up
78% of the total. They included
NIPSCO, Duke Energy, Center-
Point Energy, AES Indiana, Indi-
ana Michigan Power, Rolls-Royce,
Hoosier Energy and Old National
Bank.

But the identity of eight others
is still shielded by a state law that

prohibits public agencies from
requiring nonprofits to share cer-
tain personal information. Pub-
lic agencies are also prohibited
from disclosing personal infor-
mation.

Of the 107 entities that made
donations to the foundation, 46
were identified as having
received $238 million in either
payments or tax credits from the
IEDC during the review period.

“Discussions with IEDC per-
sonnel indicated that due dili-
gence is conducted and ‘waivers’
are used to ensure there is no
quid pro quo. As such, FTI
requested supporting documen-
tation (e.g., invoices, evidence of
due diligence, etc.) for a sample
of contributions. While invoice
support was provided, no addi-
tional documentation was made
available to demonstrate that any
review or due diligence was con-
ducted on the contributions,
including consideration of
potential conflicts of interest,”
the audit read.

("

ocal

\Business!
) A

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

Hopkins Repair,

LLC
Auto & light truck repair

Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Vormohr Family

Dentistry
1413 W. Votaw St.,
Portland
260-726-7822

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
Www.ovgc.com

(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

A

Prevention
Coalition

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN
8-5:30 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951

(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included
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SPEED BUMP Dave Coverl . Contract = S k
= Ty THEFAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane  pridge < By teve Becker 00 CLASSIFIEDS
o : % ,
/ 17 OH, SURR,SHE PAINTS @ A little rope ... CLASSIFIED ADS
AND THRY ALL 60 NUTS, ¥ 260-726-8141
BUT | DO \NTGQPRQ‘[ we i North dealer. Take this deal from a team match ADZVEVT/HSI,\,\AG.RATES
DANCE AND THEY ALL i Both sides vulnerable, where the contract was four spades 0 ! ord Minimum
NORTH al both tables. At the first table, Effective 07/01/2018:
AJT765 West led a club to dummy’s ace, ini
YQJs52 and declarer played a low spade to Minimum charge....
+KOQ% the ace, on which West showed out. $12.40
&AG South eventually went down one, 1 insertion......... 62¢/
WEST EAST losing a trump. two hearts and a word
- Q108 club. . .
YAI083 YK 96 At the second table, West also led 2 insertions....... 81¢/
12’36 ﬁlg 2 :.Iﬂ 84 54 é c}ub tol durgn}y’s_ acE‘ Tl.gut hjre word
Q108 AK 743 cclarer played the jack of spades B :
SOUTH instead of alow spade from dummy 3 insertions....... 96¢/
sA K9432 at gic}l:ﬂnvo. E':mllcol\l"el'eLi tl‘le _|agk word
74 with the queen, which proved to be i i
4AT3 a fatal error. After taking the ace 6 |nsert|onsa.. $1.14/
ine: 05 and seeing West show out, it was . VYOF
e The bidding: casy for declarer to avoid a trump 12 insertions. $1.52/
e ‘ North  East Sonth  West  loser by subsequently taking a
Mommy, why don’t you ‘God bless 14 Pass 14 Pass  finesse against East's ten, and he 26 i V‘.’ord 177
me’ when | sneeze ’stead of sayin’ 24 Pass 44 wound up with 10 tricks. 6 |nsert|on§. $1.771
. 9 Opening lead — queen of clubs. Obviously, leading the jack of wor
Cover your mouth’? l spades from dummy proved more Includes

%1678 Praruts Wridwisk LG, D, by Andresa Maldos!

50
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& 2025 UFS Inc.

TeRRBLL ERST
IMPRESSIONG

( HOW DO 1 LOOK?)
)

veaH, ButTHEY R
ARE ALL DIFFERENT
LENGTHS BUT STILL
SAY TWELVE INCHES J

S0 WHAT? NOBODY eveRr.
NEEDS To MEASURE STUFF
THATS EXACTLY A FooT
LONG ! THEYRE JUST
LOOKING FOR & BALLPARK THESE RULERS,

BESIDES, You

WOULD NEEDTD

ALREADY HAVE A
2| RULER TD CHECK

TRUE-.. AND
THEY DON'T
HANE ONE IF
THEY ARE
BUYING ONE |

It doesn’t matter (o declarer
whether he makes a contract
because his side has overwhelming
high-card strength. because ol his
skillful play, or because an oppo-
nent makes a mistake.

What counts above all ¢lse is mak-
ing the contract, and whatever can
be done to bring this about is all to
the good. While declarer has no
objection to succeeding on merit,
he also doesn’t mind succeeding by
inducing an opponent to commit
an error.

successful than leading the five.
More importantly, leading the jack
couldn’t hurt South regardless of
how the missing (rumps were
divided. The play therefore offered
a chance to gain a trick if’ Fast had
all three trumps and made the mis-
take of covering with the queen.

The second declarer, of course,
had no intention of finessing if
Fast followed low, but leading the
Jack gave East a chance to err, and
to that extent increased the chance
of making the contract.

Tomorrow: Blitzkrieg!

£2025 King Features Syndicate Tne

BYHOKN V NVEWAGU VERCU V

HAZQ WVFRCG PAXAEZOUQ,

0OG UBVU OMRX PBVUUAZ?
Yesterday’s Cryploquip: BIG CAR SHOW HAVING
MODELS WITH NAMES SUCH AS CUTLASS CIERA
AND ALERQO: A NO-OLDS-BARRED EVENT.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals H

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.

10-7 CRYPTOQUIP Pre-Payment required
for_: Rummage sa!gs,
GEAGULLS MAKE oW GRFA WZOAKMG VZA business opportunities,

jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

— 40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to

FIGURE { SHEESH. ACROSS 37 Buenos 2 Yalie 22 Rocker tell us. Call before 12:00
1WOI‘kOUT = 3Standard C|ap10n pm for corrections. The
count 38 To date 4 All-out 23 Promo- Commercial Review, 309
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g S ?8%%%‘%%“" 5 §| 12 Jai — withouta 6 Testtube  repaired
g TODAY. g gl 13 Taylor of bang 7 Under the 26 Knitting i R'BO?:?NNGSEEC":JT'QT]
) : ‘“Mystc 48 —kwon  weather  stitch (AT
{ z HAVE SOME- \ﬁ < crew. Custom  built
\_\ g THING BETTER Pizza" do 8 Send 27 “Hulk” homes, new garages,
v ) 14 Flamenco 49 Addict away director  pole barns, interior/ exte-
cry 50 Celestial 9 Pays up, Lee \r/:/?r: dfvc;Odggg?é dg(‘j"i’r?g’
g ’ ’ )
: 15 Flame- bear . reluc- 28 Erench roofing,  foundations.
e colored 51 Aleppo’s tantly river 260-726-5062, leave
—= gems land 10 Soap 29 Young message.
; 17 Caviar (Abbr.) additive foxes GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
Between Friends ;
. , base 52 News 11 Ante- 31 Weepy  SON Construction- Spe-
T eaNT WA T® GET IT's TOULH BEING IN THANK. GOODNESS TWE Um ... THERE'S JUST 18 Earth sci reporter lone's 34 Bikini to cializing in standing
To FRANCE T© SEE SEPRRATE COUNTRIES FINALLY GoT A FOUR— ONE LAST-MINUTE ITEM ' P P P seam metal roofs. When
BeNoT! TReaY 5771 AND ToUGH RRVING WEEK. BREATHER. peFore we wrap up. | 19 Con- Logan playmate 35 Get Quality Counts, Count
miss Him Your. Time BouND i| BETIVEEN CLIENTS J 4 || SPERKING oF wHiCH — structor 53 Indigent 16 “— the smart On US. A company you
BY RUNNING H 4 5 21 Postpone fields we 37 100% can trust. Member of the
o : 24Hasa  DOWN go.”  3BCollec- oD R e
s % COId 1 U.K. 20 C|BI’IC’S thﬂS Thornbury’ owner 765_
g\ 25 Goofs military garment 39 Skin care  509-0191
¥ 26 Saving fliers 21 Subshop  brand SEAMSTRESS NAN
i diary Solution time: 22 mins, 40 Weizman  HOMEMADE  Sewing
Blondie 30Fio : oflsel 20 Merations, Quits
NEW_FROM THE PEOPLE ! ONE LUCKY HUSBAND WILL WAIT, HONEY! 31 North 2 41 Poet Zi {ars H eegn?m ’
WHO BROUGHT YOU : GUESS WHY HIS WIFE 1S I WANT TO Afri Pound ppers, , g,
“THE PRICE IS RIGHT, IT's.. & Gy RIGHT AND MAYBE WIN rican i oun Memory T-Shirt, Special
“THE WIFE 1S RIGHT” 52 W-NEW CAR!! capital b 44 “This—  Orders, Wedding & Prom
3 : okl owns. .766.
IO 32 Half of : stickup”  © 260.766.9334
XY L 45 Acapulco =35 SATE CALENDAR
33 Arctic L gold
floaters 46 Mil. M(ISIN\BE\YAgg:II:(I)OB'\IlER
35 Leftona morale 13TH, 2025
map booster TIME 5:00 P.M.
. 36 Spoken 47 Sailor LOCATED: 1 Mile North
Snuffy Smith P Yesterday’s answer 10-7 of New Mt Pleasant on
WHOEVER IS DOIN' THAT. s AN’ StGrl\J‘ UPCFER EXTRY HALP TR Como Rd, Portland, IN
HUMMIN', KNOCK 1T OFF I ] = WIF wkl‘?lo':c':!u}séi " YO'RE REAL ESTATE

Beetle Bailey

95.67 Acres In Section
16, Jefferson Twp, Jay
County Indiana. Practi-
cally all tillable with
Frontage on Como Rd.
Property does have a
Windmill, Lease and
Payment will stay with
the Farm. Wooded area
not Included. Taxes to
be prorated day of Clos-

ing. Possession upon
Harvest of 2025 Crops.
Drive by’s are Welcome

LETS GETA SHOTOF
You TWO TOGETHER
FOR THE ARTICLE

I WANT YOU TO
PHOTOSHOP
HIM OUT

2024 Crannicana s Distibuted by King Fealures Syndinate

or Phone Auctioneers for
More Information. Auc-
tion Held On-Site.
OWNERS: Denney
Family Properties, LLC
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
’ ) , . s ESTATE
W del ) Bricker s Fluwers Little JJ’s SUBSCRIBE AC31800004
en & Tree Service ‘ AUCTIONEERS
Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning gree Tree Trimming, Removal, ok i TO THE Zane Shawver
a Vo Sibiidin D) . :14 r;l I\:Ietzridiadn S;G%o;tolgr(l;im Stump Grinding. “%/ Lic. #AU10500168
‘ - i on Jrgraaer.ory S em 9:305.00 Monday - Frida Firewood available COMMERCIAL 260-729-2229
Auts Sales & Sevice, Tne. W] Foum Cleaning | [ A 765-509-1956 FREE EST. FULLY INSURED Pete D. Shawver
. For Quick Drying, TREE TRIMMING-TOPPING- REVIEW Lic. #AU19700040
nghwa\‘ 67 H’: Residential & —TRI-P-I:ET REMOVIéilr_jv-gggAfSGeTNDlNG 260-726-5587
P ﬂ ][ f GA%%?Q%SS"” Commercial Bucket Truck & BobCat up to
L Dave Wendel WOODWORKING H t- & c I- OVER 30832/;\0!:?; é\;(aI;IIéRIENCE 499/ ff
Ll Cell 260-729-2797 Bathrooms, | rCliizles, 765-881-1611 Newsstand prices CLASSFIEDS
Interior Trim, Air Conditioner _ Find it
BAI l_ BON Ds E and E Construction Windows, Saclaeesogjesrer?\?ilce SUbSCfIbe at Buy It
Amish Crew . g
VIR LS8 [BARN RESTORATION Doors, Siding, Visit Us At: thecr.com |
Specializing in Decks. D Il 260—726—2138 . Se" It
260'726'31 89 metal roofs, decks & more ecks, Lrywall, or call 2 2 141
across street FREE Estimates and Painting Now accepting thecr.com (260) 726-814
from Jail 260-301-1777 | |(260)-227-0875 MC/DiscVisa 260-726-8141
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Roundup ...

Continued from page 8

The other four scores came
from Madison Heitkamp (74th -
23:18.92), Kendall Ranly (147th —
26:34.72), Claire Grube (158th —
27:23.44) and Addyson Heitkamp
(168th — 28:07.88).

Alex Roessner paced the boys
with a 17:21.94 to claim 33rd.

The next four finishes came
from Gavin Heitkamp (114th -
18:58.27), Andon Roessner (138th —
19:28.06), Andrew Rehmert (144th
-19:36.88) and Russell Hart (176th
—20:04.16).

The Tribe will return to Cold-
water for the MAC championship
on Oct. 11.

olts blow out Las Vegas

By VINCENT BONSIGNORE
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS — Quarter-
back Geno Smith threw two
interceptions, and the Las
Vegas Raiders were blown out
40-6 by the Indianapolis Colts at
Lucas Oil Stadium on Sunday.

Smith has nine

_ picks downs.
through five games, the most in  blocked a punt in the first quar-
the NFL. The Colts (4-1) turned ter and scored a touchdown

Indianapolis

picked off

Smith twice

Indianapolis

both interceptions into touch- four plays later.

Running back Jonathan
Taylor had 66 yards and
three touchdowns on 17 car-
ries for the Colts, who led 20-
3 at halftime and 40-3 after
the third quarter.

Indianapolis punted
opening possession and then
scored touchdowns on its

also next six drives.

Rookie running back Ash-
ton Jeanty had 67 yards on 14
carries for the Raiders (1-4),

who Kkicked a field goal their
first possession and didn’t
score again until the fourth
quarter. Jeanty also had five
caches for 42 yards.

The Raiders’ offense was
missing left tackle Kolton
Miller (ankle) and tight ends
Brock Bowers (knee) and
Michael Mayer (concussion).
Smith struggled to pick up
the slack. He was sacked four
times in the loss.

its

Sports on tap

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys tennis regional
opener vs. Alexandria-Monroe — 4:25
p.m.; Boys soccer sectional opener vs.
Oak Hill at Mississinewa — 5 p.m.; Girls
soccer sectional opener vs. Yorktown
at Yorktown — 6 p.m.; Junior high foot-
ball vs. Woodlan — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Volleyball vs. St.

TV schedule

4:08 p.m. — MLB Playoffs: Seattle
Mariners at Detroit Tigers (FS1)

5 p.m. — NHL: Chicago Blackhawks
at Florida Panthers (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NHL: Pittsburgh Penguins
at New York Rangers (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NBA Preseason: Indiana
Pacers at Minnesota Timberwolves
(FDSN Indiana)

Today

Blue Jays at New York Yankees (FS1)
10:30 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Ava-
lanche at Los Angeles Kings (ESPN)

Wednesday
3:08 p.m. — MLB Playoffs: Seattle
Mariners at Detroit Tigers (FS1)
5:08 p.m. — MLB Playoffs: Milwau-
kee Brewers at Chicago Cubs (TBS)
7:08 p.m. — MLB Playoffs: Seattle
Toronto Blue Jays at New York Yankees

souri
(ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at
Washington Capitals (TNT)

8 p.m. — College volleyball: UCLA at
Minnesota (BTN)

8 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at
Phoenix Mercury (ESPN)

9:08 p.m. — MLB Playoffs: Philadel-
phia Phillies at Los Angeles Dodgers

7:30 p.m. — College football: Mis-
State at Middle Tennessee

10 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings at
Vegas Golden Knights (TNT)

Local notes

Cooper Farms will host its 18th Annual
Turkey Trot 5K benefitting EverHeart Hos-
pice on Nov. 1.

The race will begin at Cooper Farms
Turkey Harvesting Plant at 1 Cooper Farms
Drive, St. Henry, OH. Registration is at 9

There will be age groups from 9-and-
younger to 60-and-older. Awards will be
handed out to the top female and male
from each age group.

Refreshments and a togo turkey meal
will be provided for all runners.

For more information on registering,
visit speedy-feet.com and search “Cooper
Farms Turkey Trot 5K” or email Tonya
Huber at tonyah@cooperfarms.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on

Cooper to host

74 +/- Acres in Section
35, Wayne Twp, Jay
County Indiana with 67
Acres Tillable, balance
being Wooded and
Road Frontage. Farm
has Frontage on CR’s
200 S and 300 E.
Typography: Level. Pos-
session: Upon Closing
or Harvest of 2025
Crops. Taxes: To be Pro-
rated the Day of Clos-
ing. Very Desirable Farm
in a Great Location.
Drive by’s are Welcome
or Phone Auctioneers for
More Information. Auc-
tion Held On-Site.
OWNER:Gary D and
Kimbra L Weesner
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 224 W 500 N
Bryant, IN
Saturday Morning
OCTOBER 11, 2025
10:00 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
PARCEL #1: This parcel
consists of a 2 story
home, barn, pond, and
approximately 6 acres.
PARCEL #2: 20 Acres
of tillable land that is in
the set aside program.
It is in this program until
September 2032. The
owner receives
$4,603.00 per year. If
this parcel sells sepa-
rately from parcel #1
there will be a deeded
60’ easement given on
the east side of parcel
#1.

PARCEL #3
Combination of Parcel
#1 and #2. House,
barn, pond, and 26
acres.

For more information or
private showing contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer
260-726-5160.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD ITEM -TRAILER-
TOOLS
Cedar chest; dressers;
park bench; Western
Flyer bicycle; Concord
bicycle; wood glider: 6’ X
8’ trailer; Ariens 11 hp
tiller; 4’ lawn roller; yard
dump cart; Homak 2 pc.
tool cabinet; Lincoln
AC2258S arc welder; Die
Hard battery charger &
engine starter; furniture
clamps; grease guns;
log chain; trouble lights;
paint supplies; and
other items not listed.
RITA LEGGETT,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women'’s
Building at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
E Votaw St., Portland,

marble top plant stand;
cedar chest; Berne 3
cushion sofa; marble top
coffee table; Tiffany style
lamp; , 2 side chairs and
matching round coffee
table, NICE SET, COINS:
Eisenhower dollars,
Kennedy half dollars,
assorted silver coins,
steel & wheat pennies,
and foreign coins; ;
Howard Miller mantel
clock; ; JEWELRY: 10k
men’s ring, 14K ladies
ring, WROUGHT IRON:
2 settees, 4 chairs, and 2
tables; ; and other items
not listed.
TRUCKS-CONVERT-
IBLE-MOWER-TOOLS
2002 Ford F150 Truck
with 135,846 miles, 2003
Ford Thunderbird Con-
vertible Car with auto-
matic transmission, V8
and 149,000 miles,
Snapper riding lawn
mower with 421 cut, very
clean; Kennedy 2 pc. tool
cabinet;gas cans; and
other items not listed.
JACK WAGNER
ESTATE
By Mitch Wagner and
Wes Schemenaur, Per-
sonal Rep.
&
SMITH FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY OCTOBER
11th, 2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 3430 W SR
67. Portland, IN
VEHICLES-TRAILERS-
MOTORCYCLE
2008 Buick Lacrosse
CX 99,200 miles. 2003
Chevrolet Impala
120,000 miles. (2) 45’
Semi Van Storage Trail-
ers. (2) 40’ Semi Van
Storage Trailers.
Kawasaki KZ 200 Motor-
cycle.

GUNS - BAYONETS -
KNIVES - ANTIQUES
German F-R Furt Luger
9mm w/ Clip and Holster
Serial #4635. Japanese
Military Rifle Model 44
Cavalry Carbine. 1945
US Bayonet. German
and Japanese Bayonets.
Japanese Samurai
Sword. RZM-M-7 Ger-
man Knife and other
German Knives. US
Backpack Duffle Bag and
Flags. . Victorian Love
Seat. (2) Victorian
Chairs. Marble 2 Drawer
Dresser w/ Glove Draw-
ers. Signed Paintings.
Gone with the Wind
Style Lamp. Longaberger
Baskets. Ammo Box. Die
Cast Miniatures.
APPLIANCE-FURNI-
TURE-TOOLS-MISC
Maytag Washer and
Dryer. Kenmore Washer
and Dryer. 6 Gun Cabi-
net. 3 Cushion Sofas.
Bose Radio w/ CD Play-
er. Leather Living Room
Chair. Lazy Boy Power
Recliner w/ Massage. .
Craftsman 107 Table
Saw. Craftsman 12i
Band Saw.217 Snow
Blower. Pipe, Wood, and
other Clamps. Dato
Glaze. Lawn, Garden,

and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY OCTOBER
18th, 2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 2782 S. 700
W.

Portland, IN
Please Access Location
from the West due to
Bridge out on 700 W.
TRACTORS-SKID
LOADER-DUMP TRUCK
Kubota M 135 GX Trac-
tor w/ LA 2254 Self Lev-
eling Loader, 200 Hours.
Ford 3415 Tractor w/
2346 QT Loader, 506
Hours. Kubota SVL 65-2
Track Skid Loader w/ 95
Hours. 1996 GMC Sin-
gle Axel Dump Truck,
350 FI, 350 Engine,
PTO 62,000 Miles.
2013 Polaris Sportsman
500 HO ATV. Quick
Attach Stump Grinder.
Misc Harley Davidson
Parts including Tanks,
Frame, Fenders, Misc.
Power Mate and Tote-
Mig Welder. Buck and
Cross Cut Saws and
Other Primitive Tools.
Shop, hand, and Power
Tools. GUNS-KNIVES
COINS-JEWELRY
Colt Mark IV 45 Cal Pis-
tol w/ Mag. Smith &
Wesson Model 28 357
Highway Patrolman 6
Shot Revolver. Glock
Model 23 40 Cal Pistol
w/ Mag. Henry 12
Gauge Side by Side w/
Rabbit Ears. Large Lot
of Ammo. Drum Maga-
zines. Case XX 75th
Anniversary 3 Knife Set.
1922, 1923, 1924, 1925,
1926, 1935, Peace Dol-
lars, Approximately 50.
1885, 1896, 1884, 1890
1921 Morgan Dollars, .
Signed Marilyn Monroe
Painting. 1965 Modern
Scenes Retro Paintings.
National Cash Register.
Large Collection of Col-
lectible Barbie Dolls. .
1939 10K Gold Pennville
Class Ring. 10K Gold
Bracelet. 14K Mens
Wedding Band.
OWNER: Name With-
held for Security Rea-
sons
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

~100 JOBS WANTED

AL’S ODD JOBS
Repairs-Cleaning-
Assembly-Carpentry-
Painting-Pet Sitting and
many other services.
CALL FORAFREE
QUOTE. 260-251-0636

TOWN OF REDKEY is
accepting applications
for Deputy Marshal.
Experience preferred but
not mandatory. Apply at
the Redkey Town Hall.
Applications accepted
from September 29th
through October 13th.

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny i The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street i Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FALL MARKET
Menchhofer Farms
5679 Wabash Rd.,

Coldwater, OH

419-942-1502
Open Thursday-Sunday
1pm-7pm
SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday

10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

~190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Jay County Zoning Adminis-
tration Legal Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT: James Bihn, 8749 E SR
26, Portland, IN 47371 has
filed with the Jay/Portland
Building & Planning Depart-
ment an Intent to Build/Con-
fined Feeding Permit
Petition, #CFINT2025-09-10 to
construct one additional,
2,400 head, swine confined
feeding building at an exist-
ing confined feeding opera-

tion.

Parcel ID:
012.000-026
Location of Property Affected:
7620 E 900 S, Jay County,
Union City, IN, Madison
Township, Section 34

The petition and file on this
matter are available for pub-
lic inspection in the
Jay/Portland Building & Plan-
ning Department, 118 South
Meridian Street / Suite E,
Portland, Indiana, 47371.
Public comments, in writing
only, will be accepted by the
Zoning Administrator for a
period of 30 days from the
date of this notice. Public
comments may be sent or
taken to the Jay/Portland
Building & Planning Depart-
ment.

Questions may be directed to
the office at 260-726-6904.
John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/
Director
Jay/Portland Building
Department
Date: 10/1/25
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JCHS, Tribe spikers
learn sectional draws,
see roundups below
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Patriot tennis, soccer teams
take on postseason today,
see Sports on tap
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2025 girls golf

All-GPC team

Graphic Printing Company
Player of the Year
Kenzie Brannon

Wapahani High School senior

Kenzie Brannon was selected as the sec-
ond Graphic Printing Company Player of
the Year for girls golf. She follows team-
mate Delaney Dodd, who won in 2024.

“Honestly, I don’t really know (how I
feel), but it feels great that I've been able to
accomplish these things over the last cou-
ple of years,” Brannon said. “It’s a mile-
stone I didn’t know I'd be able to reach.”

Brannon held the best average among

tional, they brought home their second
straight Mid-Eastern Conference title and
went undefeated during the season.

But more than anything, she just
enjoyed playing the game.

“Being able to play with those girls
(from Wes-Del, Daleville and Wapahani)
that I'm friends with and being able to just
have fun and not always perform the best
but it’s those moments of cherishing those

area golfers in nine-hole matches at 42
strokes. She had the lowest average in 18-
hole tournaments prior to the sectional.
Brannon also tied Olivia Knapke of FRHS
with seven match medalist honors.

In total, she had a balanced average of
445 strokes per contest, leading all golfers.

things with people that I don’t particularly
play with every single week.”

“She was definitely the one that carried
us on most nights,” said WHS coach Brad
Miller. “She was medalist (63.6%) of the
time in our dual matches. It’s nice being
able to count on her having one of those

While the Raiders stumbled in the sec- solid scores night in and night out.”

All-Graphic Printing Company first team

P Churchill led all golfers from the Graphic Printing Co.'s area

Egaltc h‘urc.hlll of coverage in 18-hole tournaments with 90.2 strokes. She
€lta junior played a key role to help the Eagles reach the regional.

Lexi Taylor Taylor acted as the sidekick to Brannon throughout the sea-

son and even surpassed the senior five times. She finished

Wapahani freshman with the second-best nine-hole average at 44.4 strokes.

Morris was the Golden Bears’ most steady golfer through-
out the season. She averaged 46.4 strokes in nine-hole
matches to lead MCHS to a 10-5 record.

Chalfant pushed Churchill during the regular season and
posted a 90 at the sectional tournament to help get the
Eagles to their sixth consecutive regional.

Charlee Morris
Monroe Central soph.

Olivia Chalfant
Delta junior

Honorable mention
Aberee Ervin, sophomore, Monroe Central Olivia Knapke, senior, Fort Recovery
Josey Morris, junior, Delta Molly Weber, freshman, Delta
Braylin Patterson, senior, Wapahani Lucy Huston, sophomore, Monroe Central

Jay draws Spartans

The Patriots couldn’t
have gotten much better
of a draw.

The Jay County High
School volleyball team
will open the IHSAA
Class 3A Sectional 24
hosted by New Castle
against the Connersville
Spartans in the semifi-
nals.

The Patriots (16-8) will
skip an opening round
matchup and instead will
play Connersville (9-15),
which they beat in three
sets during the regular
season, in the Oct. 18 11
a.m. semifinal. A win
would earn them a spot
in the 7 p.m. champi-
onship match.

Delta (10-10) and host
New Castle (13-10) will
play in Oct. 16’s opening
round. The victor will
face No. 10 Hamilton
Heights in the second
semifinal match on Oct.
18 for a shot in the cham-
pionship.

Jay County previously
fell to Delta in five sets
and lost to New Castle 2-1
in a tournament. The
Patriots will see the Tro-
jans one more time in the
regular season finale.

Jay County
roundup

Garringer returns

EATON, Ohio — The top
runner for the Jay County
boys cross country team
returned on Saturday dur-
ing the Ed Lease Classic at
Fort St. Clair Park.

The Patriot boys fin-
ished 19th with a 459 -
Beavercreek won the race
with a 52 — while the girls
climbed to fifth with a 168.
Celina won the girls race
with 38 points.

Caleb Garringer paced
the boys in his first race
since Sept. 2 with a time
of 17 minutes, 24.6 seconds
to cross the finish line in
14th place.

The other top-five fin-
ishes for the Patriots came
from Max Klopfenstein
(33rd - 18:21.1), Grant
Glentzer (48th - 19:08.7),
Alex Rivers (80th - 20:05.1)

and Ethan Powers (117th -
22:33.7).
Brooklynn Byrum’s

21:17.9 was the best time
for the girls and earned
her fifth place in the race.
Ava May also claimed a
top-10 finish as she put out
a 21:24.9 to earn eighth.

Other scores for the
Patriots came from Paityn
Wendel (19th - 22:18.8),
Alexis Sibray (27th -
22:47.6) and Jessie Homan
(29th - 22:51.7).

Final loss
HUNTINGTON — Jay
County’s boys soccer

team fell to Huntington
North 3-2 in Saturday’s
regular season finale.

The Vikings (6-7-3)
scored the only goal of
the first half to enter the
intermission 1-0.

Jacoby Penrod evened
the score on an assist
from Raif Beiswanger.
The Patriots (6-9-1) pulled
ahead nine minutes later
when Emmitt Reynolds
assisted Beiswanger.

Huntington North
scored the final two goals
of the game to pull away
with the win.

Peyton Yowell recorded
one save, while Zavier
Hudson had eight.

Spikers beat Tigers

ANSONIA, Ohio — The Tribe will be

Portland’s Largest Selection of

FRESH CUT

QWERD WINNING MEQT S

While supplies last, no rain checks

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portland or Muncie locations and never expire.

Whole Bone In $ 2 Eg To $ 1 069

Pork SII‘IOIn

Butts Steak
Pork Boneless

39|Rump  $(R99
steaks 339\ 0k, S6%
Breakfast Sausage Beef
Patties 53"7? Stew Meat EQ

40 Ib Case Bulk Boneless, Skinless

Chicken Breast ............cocecevveenenenensesnsnsnnnnns 91.69/10
10 1b Bulk Bag- $1.99/|b o Less than 10 Ibs or not packaged bulk 52.39/|b

walking away from the weekend with
some smiles.

The Fort Recovery High School volley-
ball team took down the Ansonia Tigers
25-12, 25-16, 25-16 on Saturday and was
awarded the No. 2 seed in the OHSAA
Division VI Southwest 3 district tourna-
ment.

Cameron Muhlenkamp led the Indians
(7-11) with team highs in Kills (14) and
aces (three). She also had seven digs.

Brynn Willmann also had three aces
while blocking three shots and putting
down seven balls. Kenna Dues matched
Willmann with seven kills as well.

Kayden Ranly had 29 assists, three
blocks, three Kills and three digs.

Fort Recovery will face 15th-seeded
Riverside in the sectional championship
on Oct. 15 at 5 p.m. hosted by Newton. A
win earns it a spot in the district semifi-
nal on Oct. 21 against either 12th-seeded
Franklin Monroe or No. 11 seed North-
eastern. The district final will likely be

Fort Recovery
roundup

against either third seeded Triad or No. 6
seeded Houston. The championship will
take place at Fairmont on Oct. 25.

Heitkamp leads

COLDWATER, Ohio — After a week
off, Fort Recovery’s cross country teams
traveled to Coldwater on Saturday to
compete in the Lions Club Invitational.

The Tribe boys team finished 17th
with a 481, while the girls’ 447 points
placed 18th.

Riley Heitkamp posted the best finish
of all the Indians as she claimed 20th
with a time of 21 minutes, 19.55 seconds.

See Roundup page 7

Canadian

Ring Bologna

Roast Beef

From Fisher’s Smokehouse

Bacon

“‘while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355

Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

...$3.69/1b
...$4.99/1b

$10.69/b

Call your order in today!

Freezer bundles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most
popular cuts of meat in quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer

or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready

to go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com




