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Police Iinvestigating kidnapping

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Police are looking for two men
after they allegedly abducted a
woman in Portland.

Jay County Sheriff’s Office
issued a press release Wednesday
morning regarding the incident,
saying the woman was found safe-
ly and the incident remains
under investigation.

According to police, a 21-year-
old woman was cleaning a home
on Race Street in Portland at
about 5:30 p.m. Monday when she
noticed two males outside. They
followed her as she drove away
from the property and cut her off
on the street. The men allegedly

Woman was taken Monday evening,
located unharmed a few hours later

forced her to get into a vehicle
with them and drove away.

Jay County Sheriff’s Office
received a call about the alleged
abduction about 6 p.m. Monday.
The woman initially contacted
her family via phone and stopped
responding soon after, the sher-
iff’s office said.

Police began tracking her
phone, pinging her location in
Darke County, Ohio. According to
sheriff’s office officials, the men
drove around the area for at least
three hours, allegedly keeping
the woman in the vehicle with
them.

She called her brother at

about 8:30 p.m. to say she had
been dropped off on State Line
Road. Jay County Sheriff’s
Office deputies responded and
located her walking along the
road.

She was unharmed.

“This poor girl, she was just
scared to death,” said sheriff’s

office investigator
Lennartz.

Jay County Sheriff’s Office
posted a release Wednesday
morning on Facebook regarding
the incident.

“The case only involved per-
sons in the Hispanic community
and was an isolated incident,” the
release says. “There is no one else
targeted and fortunately the girl
involved was found safe and fine
a couple hours later.”

Jay County Sheriff’s Office and
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion are looking into the case.
Police plan to share more infor-
mation with the public when the
investigation is complete.
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In the field

Staff from Miller Farms was working Wednesday morning to harvest corn from a field on the east side of county road 300 East between
county roads 100 North and 200 North. The Commercial Review’s Harvest special section, which features a local column and a story about a new
product from Fort Recovery’s J&M Manufacturing, ran in Wednesday’s newspaper and can also be viewed online at thecr.com.
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DNR awards grant to Bryant fire department

A Jay County fire
department is receiving
state grant funding.

Indiana Department of
Natural Resources Divi-
sion of Forestry
announced Tuesday that it
has awarded a $5,000 grant

to Bryant Volunteer Fire
Department.

The grant is part of
more than $450,000 in Vol-
unteer Fire Assistance
Capacity awards to 100 fire
departments across the
state.

Tax credits could
benefit rural counties

Law allows

300,000 to receive up to 50% in
state tax credits.

Adam Robillard — general
manager of Madison Railroad —
is also chairman of Railroads of

The grants can be used
for training, radios, or to
purchase necessary fire-
fighting equipment and
gear to combat wildland
fires. They are adminis-
tered by the Indiana
Department of Natural

est Service.

dling.

Resources through fund-
ing from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture For-

Bryant’s funding was
awarded for water han-

Other fire departments

water handling),

receiving grant funding in
the region were Montpe-
lier ($5,000 for wildland
firefighting assistance),
Albany-Delaware Town-
ship ($5,000 for water han-
dling), Daleville ($5,000 for
Lynn

($4,850 for safety gear) and
Saratoga Ward ($5,000 for
organization).

Grant recipients were
selected based on popula-
tion density, acres of land
protected and wildland
fire reporting.

; Indiana (ROI) and a staunch sup-
f undlng f or porter of the legislation. He Headless
railroad is raising awareness about the H ff n
. tax credits since lawmakers |"
tmpr ovements passed the law in April. u a
“We’re working by word of Emma Huffman, 8,
mouth, trying to get it out to all Montpelier, participates in
the economic development agen- the costume contest
By MITZI S. MORRIS cies and communities who can Saturday at the Pennville
Indiana Capital Chronicle benefit and even educating the Pumpkin  Festival. The

indianacapitalchronicle.com

State tax credits for qualified
rail expenditures on improve-
ments and new infrastructure
are expected to help short line
railroads compete with other
modes of freight transportation
and spur economic development
in rural Indiana.

House Enrolled Act 1461
allows short line railroads and
businesses investing in rail
maintenance, track expansion,
and new projects in rural coun-
ties with populations under

Deaths

Rodney Renbarger, 71,
Portland
Details on page 2.

other small railroads who may
not be as familiar or don’t have
the resources to understand how
this works,” he said.

Robillard believes the state tax
credits will increase rail infra-
structure safety while encourag-
ing the growth of Class II and
Class III railroads. Mickelson
and Company, a tax credit advi-
sory firm, now highlights Indi-
ana as one of the states with

parade, vendors,

contest.

event included a 5K race, a
a car
show and a skillet-throwing

a railroad tax credit program on
its website.
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See Credits page 2
Weather In review Coming up N
—
Jay County had a high Jay School Board has Friday — Details from - —
temperature of 66 degrees scheduled an executive session Wednesday’s Portland Board of ,°_.° —
Tuesday. The low was 48. for 4 pm. Monday, Oct. 27, Aviation meeting. [N
Tonight’s low will be in the followed by a special meeting at 82
lower 30s. Widespread frost is 5pm. Saturday — Results from O —
expected Friday morning Also, Portland Historic the Jay County football team’s f?] ———
followed by mostly sunny Preservation Commission has sectional game at Bellmont. @
skies with a high in the mid scheduled a meeting for 9 a.m. O E—
50s. Wednesday, Oct. 29, at Tuesday — Coverage of
See page 2 for an extended Community Resource Center, Monday’s Jay County Commis- o)

outlook.

118 S. Meridian St., Portland.

sioners meeting.
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Library friends week

Friends of Jay County Public Library celebrated plans Tuesday for the third week of October to be proclaimed as Friends of Libraries
Week in Portland. Members of the group enjoyed refreshments together in the library’s Community Room.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

CR almanac

Obituaries

Rodney Renbarger
Feb. 26, 1954-Oct. 18, 2025

Rodney Renbarger, age 71, of
Portland passed away on Satur-
day, Oct. 18, 2025, in IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital in Muncie.

He was born in Portland on Feb.
26, 1954, the son of Richard and
Betty (Longnecker) Renbarger.

Rodney graduated from Port-
land High School in 1972 and was
manager of Tom and Rod’s and

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

The Commercial Review publish-
es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of charge.

Stables Taverns in
Portland.

Surviving are his
mother and stepfather
Tom and Betty Meyers
of Celina, Ohio

Private services will

be held. N They include the name, city of
Baird-Freeman Renbarger residence, birth/death date and

Funeral Home is han- time/date/location of services.

dling the arrangements. There is a charge for obituaries,

Memorials can be made to the
choice of the donor.

which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
10/24 10/25 10/26 10/27 10/28
- i
57/33 | 60/38 | 59/39 | 59/43 | 58/42
Mostly Mostly Sunday’s Mostly There's a
sunny on Fri- | cloudy, with the | weather shows | sunny skies | 40% chance
day. Tempera- | low hitting the | mostly cloudy | are in the | of showers
tures may dip | upper 30s. The | skies with a | forecast for | on Tuesday
into the 30s at | high may hit | high  around | Monday when | with a low
night. 60. 59. the low may | around 42
hit 43. degrees.

Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated
$680 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
32-38-66-67-69
Mega Ball: 19
Estimated

$320 million

jackpot:

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-5-5
Daily Four: 0-1-9-3
Quick Draw: 16-22-24-
29-34-35-36-39-42-48-49-58-
59-60-62-63-72-74-78-79
Evening

Daily Three: 9-5-0

Daily Four: 4-1-3-3

Quick Draw: 6-8-9-23-
24-26-28-30-33-35-37-39-43-
50-54-55-60-61-62-71

Ohio

Tuesday

Midday

Pick 3: 2-7-6

Pick 4: 7-4-5-9

Pick 5: 1-1-7-0-1

Evening

Pick 3: 0-0-3

Pick 4: 4-5-0-3

Pick 5: 7-3-6-3-8

Rolling Cash: 15-17-22-
28-39

Estimated
$130,000

jackpot:

Markets

Cooper Farms
Fort Recovery

(070) & s FOUSSSTUUUURRRURRIIN 4.16
Nov. corn.................. 4.16
Dec. corn.................. 4.28

POET Biorefining
Portland

(076) s s FOURRUTRRRRIRR 4.17
Nov. corn........eceuee. 4.22
Dec.corn.................. 4.32

The Andersons
Richland Township

(070) & s EUUSUUUURRRTRRN 4.13
Nov. corn.................. 4.15
Beans.....ccooouuueeeenn 10.06

ADM

Montpelier

(076) 0 's FUNRUTUURRURIRR 4.08
Nov. corn..........ceeuee. 4.13
Beans ......cccoouuueeen 10.11
Nov. beans............... 10.16
Wheat .....ccovveeeenn 4.94
Heartland

St. Anthony

(076) i0's FURURTUURRRIRURRI 4.08
Nov. corn................. 4.08
Beans......ccccccceennnnenn. 9.91
Nov. beans ............... 9.91
Wheat .....ccoovvvvvennnn 4.49

Today in history

In 2009, Jay County
High School’s football
team lost 28-10 to New
Haven in the quarterfi-
nal round of the Class 4A
sectional tournament.
The Patriots held a 3-0
lead for most of the first
half because of a 32-yard
Colton Prescott field
goal. New Haven took the
lead when Frank Lloyd
broke a 47-yard reverse
around the left end for a
touchdown with four
minutes left before half-
time, and turnovers

quickly sent the game
spiraling in the Bulldogs’
favor.

In 1941, Disney's ani-
mated film, “Dumbo”
was released. The classic
movie follows a baby cir-
cus elephant who learns
to fly using his large
ears.

In 2001, the iPod was
introduced by Apple. The
portable media player
became a success, lead-
ing to various models
over the years.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Friday

8 a.m. — Portland
Redevelopment Com-
mission, Community

Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

9 a.m. — Portland
Redevelopment Com-
mission executive ses-
sion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St.

Monday

9 a.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, district
office, 5948 W. Indiana
67, Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay School
Board executive ses-
sion, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

Credits ...

Continued from page 1

“All the states that have a
history of this have shown
significant improvements
in rail infrastructure: safe-
ty derailment declines,
grade crossing improve-
ments. There are so many
benefits that have been
proven over and over
again,” Robillard said.

Joe Gioe — president and
CEO of Indiana Rail Road
— sees the law’s economic
potential for small rail-
roads evolving through the
cultivation of customer
relationships.

“The better our railroad
is, the more our customers
will have confidence in us
because we’ll be reliable.
Then, ultimately, they’ll
want to do more business
with us,” said Gioe.

One railroad expenditure
element of the legislation is
a $3,500 tax credit per mile
for existing rail infrastruc-
ture improvements up to
$9.5 million each fiscal year.
Unlike other modes of
freight transportation that
benefit from taxpayer-fund-
ed infrastructure, Robillard
pointed out that small rail-
roads primarily pay to
maintain their privately-
owned tracks.

“Trying to direct some
kind of support to these
small businesses, nearly 50
of them in the state, small
railroads, which for the
most part are for-profit rail-
roads, that receive no direct
funding and are also a
direct competitor with pub-
licly subsidized interstate
highways, airways and
waterways,” he said.

The rail improvement
tax credit will allow small
railroads to reinvest money
previously allocated for
maintenance into growing
their businesses, according
to Robillard.

“It offsets the need even
slightly from having to
commit all of their
resources to just a mainte-
nance capital to a growth
capital and developing
business and working with
customers and communi-

SERVICES

Friday
Campbell, Ruth: Il am,
The Church at Westchester,
4487 E. 400 North, Portland.

Saturday
Mosser, Ronnie: | p.m,
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Vore's Welding & Steel, Inc.

HAVE A SPECIFIC QUESTION

ON CAPABILITIES?
Call us...

ties, economic development
agencies, and such to invest
in growth. And that’s some-
thing that our industry in
this state has never been
able to do properly,” he said.

we look forward to doing business with you!

This story was edited for
length. For the full version,
visit indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.

3234 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery, OH 45846

Email: vores@bright.net

419-375-4087 - fax: 419-375-2466

Jay County Highway Department

Jay County Highway Department is seeking someone to fill a Mechanic Position.

exam and drug test.

*  Must have a working knowledge of trucks, vehicles and equipment
and be able to complete related maintenance and safety
measures including preventive maintenance

*  Must have the ability to operate a variety of machinery,
equipment, and tools

*  Must have the ability to occasionally work extended hours,
evenings, and/or weekends

*  Must have the ability to occasionally serve on-call and
respond to emergencies from an off-duty status

*  Must be able to comply with all employer and Department policies,
procedures, and rules

*  Must have the ability to effectively communicate with
co-workers and other county departments

Candidate must be 18 years of age or older, possess a High School Diploma or GED, and
an Indiana Driver’s License plus Class B CDL w/air brake endorsement. Candidate must
have the ability to meet all County hiring requirements including the passage of a medical

Interested candidates may pick up an application at the Jay County Highway Department
located at 1035 E 200 N, Portland, IN 47371 Mon-Thur 6:00 a.m-4:00 p.m.
Application Deadline will be October 29, 2025.

oca\ =
B —— "IME

*Hours may vary
each week.
*Interviews at time of
application.

You can apply for this position by :
Contacting us
OR

by email at:
business@thecr.com step into our office!
Located at:

“"G' :I:I'LC 309 West Main Street

ndiana
NEWSPAPERS Portlaz;ls;l
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Cornwall-based musician to play at The 615

A musician from rural
England will perform in
Portland this month.

Sarah McQuaid of West
Cornwall, England, will
play at The 615, 615 N.
Williams St., starting at 6:15
p.m. Saturday.

McQuaid, born in Spain
and raised in Chicago,
holds dual Irish and Ameri-
can citizenship. She brings
her eclectic background to
her songwriting, perform-
ing a wide range of materi-
al across genres.

Taking
Note

She released “Walking
Into White Live in Rapid
City” in May, an album that
includes a solo perform-
ance of “Crow Coyote Buf-
falo” with Zoé Pollock —
the writer and performer

of 1991 hit single “’Sun-
shine On A Rainy Day” —
under the band name
Mama. It’s available to pur-
chase a download via Band-
camp. McQuaid’s stop
through Jay County is a
part of her two-month tour
through the United States,
with plans to perform in
Carmel and Warsaw later
this month. Suggested
donations are $20.

Pumpkin decorating
It’s the last day to turn in

pumpkin creations. Jay
County Public Library is
hosting a family pumpkin
decorating contest this
month.

Pumpkins are available
to pick up at the library,
315 N. Ship St., Portland.
Families may decorate and
return their gourd to the
library by today. Partici-
pants must use pumpkins
provided by the library,
and the pumpkins can’t be
cut or punctured. Decora-
tions must be family

friendly. Submissions will
be on display from Mon-
day through Oct. 31 for
library patrons to cast
their votes. The winners
will be contacted the fol-
lowing week and receive a
gift basket.

Sunset stroll
Limberlost State His-
toric Site in Geneva will
host Loblolly Sunset Stroll
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday.
Guided by the historic
site’s naturalist, visitors

can explore the Loblolly
Marsh during golden hour
to discover what plants
and animals live in the
marsh. After the sun goes
down, attendees will finish
the evening making
s'mores by the campfire.
Admission is $5 for adults
and $3 for youth.

Visit IndianaMuseum.org
to purchase tickets and find
more information about all
the Indiana State Museum
and Historic Sites events
and locations.

Sister expresses Jealousy over name picked for son

DEAR ABBY: I am pregnant
with the first-born grandson
on both sides. My husband and
I plan to use my husband’s
middle name for our son’s first
name and my father’s middle
name for his middle name. My
father is “the III” but has no

sons, so we thought this would

be a way to honor him and rep-
resent my side of the family.
My sister is the first person
we shared our son’s name
with. The following day, she

called me to express her dis-
pleasure, because she always
planned to use our father’s
middle name as a first name

Community Calendar

n’t think using it as a middle
name would be an issue. Addi-
tionally, she’s younger than I
am, unmarried and childless.
She was so upset with me that I
had to end the phone call
because it escalated to yelling.

During the call, she suggest-
ed I forgo using the name but
honor our father by changing
the baby’s middle name to our
father’s first name (which my
husband and I don’t think
for a son. I knew this, but I did- flows well) or use my maiden

name

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 am. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792.

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge

Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday, Oct. 26

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate
Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

318|9]15]|7[4]12|6|1
411]17]12]16]8]9]3]5
2(5[6]13[9[1]18]4]7
6(3|817[1]12]4]|5]9
914]2]6|3|5]7]|1]8
5(7]11]18]4]9]6]2]3
112[4]19]|8|3]5]|7(6
719|3]4]|5]|6]1]8]2
8|6|5]1]2|7]3]|9]4

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE CON-
NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend the club meeting.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

name for my son’s middle
name. Must I change my son’s
intended name because my sis-
ter wants to be the first to use
our father’s middle name for a
potential future son? — PICK-
ING A NAME IN THE EAST
DEAR PICKING: How your
sister got into the middle of
what you and your husband
decide about your baby’s
is beyond me.
course you don’t have to
alter your plans to suit your

of

sister. Stop being a people-
pleaser, particularly where
your offspring is concerned.
Name your baby boy what
you think is best, and do not
look back.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Phillips, and was

# ] think yu're gonna]ike it here!”
43RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY BENEFIT AUCTION
5:30 PM - Doors Open | 6:30 PM - Auction Starts
Friday, November 21, 2025

$10 per person
Includes 2 drink tickets, food, and bidding number
Limited number of tickets available!
You can purchase using the QR code or by visiting
myartsplace.org

131 EWalnut St. Portland, IN47371 | 260.726.4809 | jcc@myartsplace.org

®

Sholu.

ELITE

EYE CARE, PC
Abby E. Small, O.D.

lWe are having a
Frame

S

MO

November 7th

from 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Discounts Available All Day:

Office Hours: 8:00 AM-5:00

1111 N. Meridian St. « Portland, IN 47371
260-726-4210

Consumer Cellular-

Switch & Save Today.

c. Terms and Conditions subject to chang
s apply. Credit approval required for new

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

$5 credit for AutoPay and
available in all areas and

Arnold
Lumber Co.

Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 7A.M. to 5 P.M.
Friday: 7 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. « Saturday: 7 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.
Decatur, Indiana
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Look to farmers to save the river

Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service

A new study reveals that pro-
grams intended to reduce agri-
culture water use are the most
effective means of stretching
the Colorado River’s scarce
resources. This should be self-
evident but tends to get lost
amid rhetoric about urban
water consumption.

The analysis, by the Journal
of the American Water
Resources Association, exam-
ined more than $1 billion in
spending covering scores of
federal conservation efforts
over the past two decades. The
cost of saving an acre-foot of
water in agriculture was as
low as $70, while the price tag
for new reservoirs or waste-

Guest
Editorial

water treatment plants intend-
ed to pad municipal supplies
can be more than $2,000 per
acre-foot.

“We want the dollars to
deliver us the maximum water
savings,” said Mehdi Nemati,
one of the study’s authors and
a professor at the University of
California, Riverside. “This
should be a little bit of a guide
as to where we can save water
with the lowest amount of
money.”

The study reflects common
sense. Agricultural interests
use about 80% of the water
drawn from the Colorado.
Experts estimate that 56% of
river water is used to grow
water-intensive crops such as
almonds and alfalfa, which is
then used to feed cattle. A 2024
study by researchers at NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory and
UC Santa Barbara found that
switching to less thirsty crops
in California could cut the
state’s water consumption by
93%.

That won’t happen given eco-
nomic reality ~ Yet the
researchers also concluded,
CalMatters reported, that up to
20% savings could be realized
by simply fallowing a small

number of fields currently
growing water-intensive crops
and switching half the farms
to crops that use an average
amount of water.

“We potentially don’t need to
be as extreme with our
changes in order to save water
in agriculture as we originally
thought,” one of the study’s
authors told the newspaper.

This highlights the problem
with the common narrative
that urban growth has led to
the Southwest’s strained water
supplies.

The Colorado River was
severely over-allocated from
the moment the seven-state
compact governing water
usage was implemented in
1922. Recent drought has fur-

ther hampered supply. But
pointing fingers at develop-
ment in Las Vegas or Phoenix
avoids the crux of the issue:
agricultural uses of the Col-
orado and the ramifications of
growing water-intensive crops
in the desert.

Southern Nevada has made
massive strides in water con-
servation in recent decades
and now uses less water annu-
ally than it did two decades ago
despite healthy population
growth. While municipalities
must continue to make
improvements, any realistic
plan for the Colorado moving
forward must address the fact
that farmers — not growing
urban areas — devour most of
what the river has to offer.
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What’s going on with the economy?

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

A close observer of the econo-
my might be tempted to ask,
“What is going on?”

The stock market continues to
do well (subject to day-to-day
presidential musings) and GDP
growth is strong, while nearly
every other measure of econom-
ic activity has stagnated or is in
deep decline. Why? I have a
three-part answer.

First, tariffs continue to see-
saw the U.S. economy:.

Since  President  Donald
Trump’s Liberation Day, manu-
facturing has lost 42,000 jobs
nationwide. At the same time,
manufacturing GDP rebounded
from its first-quarter decline.
Most of that growth appears to
be due to accelerated production
in advance of tariff price
increases.

The strongest evidence for the
“beat the tariff” economy comes
from the enormous spike in
imports by large manufacturing
states. Indiana, the most manu-
facturing-intensive state, saw
imports double from the previ-
ous record in January and Feb-
ruary, then jump to almost four
times the previous record in
March. As of July, they were
back to mid-2023 levels.

This import spike meant man-
ufacturers could stockpile as
much as eight months’ worth of
production before the tariffs
came due. This would explain
why the sector is now shedding
jobs at what appears through
murky data as an accelerating
rate. It also explains why tariff-
related price increases appear

Michael
J. Hicks

most heavily in wholesale prices
on products not yet at stores.

So, the economic drag of tar-
iffs is just starting and will take
many more months to be felt in
full.

Second, the stock market con-
tinues to grow.

Most Americans, or at least
the 62% who own stocks, have
been pleasantly surprised over
the last year at the sustained
growth of their portfolios. But,
if you look under the hood, the
growth offers some room for
worry. Since the public release of
the ChatGPT artificial intelli-
gence platform in late 2022, 7 out
of 10 dollars of stock growth
have come from a handful of Al-
related firms — maybe 10% of the
S&P 500.

At the same time, nearly all
the business investment this
year has been concentrated in Al
infrastructure (primarily data
centers). This investment might
be warranted for a number of
reasons. There may be a huge
advantage to a single business
that builds a breakout Al tech-
nology that crushes the others.
If so, investors may be smart to
make broad investments.

Likewise, most of us who have
worked with AI believe that it

will have enormous long-term
productivity benefits to the glob-
al economy. At the same time,
most of us have seen some real
current limitations that temper
the most optimistic claims of
productivity growth.

Still, the most immediate way
to think about Al is not the bull-
ish stocks of Al producers, but
whether Al-consuming firms are
seeing growth in their valuation.
That is not happening. Neither
are job losses occurring in occu-
pations in Al-using firms, or
among workers with a college
degree, who are expected to be
most at risk of AIjob losses.

Since January, the unemploy-
ment rate of high school gradu-
ates spiked from 5.1% to 6.7%,
while college grads saw their
unemployment rate rise from
2.3% to 2.7%. That is not the Al
revolution coming for white-col-
lar jobs. It is tariffs.

The third piece of the puzzle is
putting this all together in the
GDP data.

The Al investment has fueled
stock growth and, at the same
time, is propping up GDP
growth. Household consumption
isup, but half of all the growth is
fueled by the richest 10% of
Americans. This is almost cer-
tainly the wealth effect of higher
stock holdings allowing more
affluent families to buy before
tariffs. At the same time, more
than 90% of business fixed
investment is in Al-related infra-
structure.

So, the strong GDP growth is
partially from the pre-tariff pur-
chase effect, but most of it

comes from the AI boom -
through either business invest-
ment or folks spending more due
to stock market gains.

I have seen much speculation
that the AI boom is a bubble. It
may be, but I don’t know and nei-
ther does anyone else.

There could be vast over-
investment in Al infrastructure,
which would lead to numerous
bankruptcies and business fail-
ures. Or, the exuberance sur-
rounding the short-term effect
of AI could be wholly rational,
leading to vast economic gains
as our economy grows quickly.

There’s just no analytically
effective way to make that pre-
diction with confidence, though
that hasn’t stopped lots of folks
from trying. As for me, I would
be unsurprised if the AI infra-
structure boom, and stock boom,
continued at a high pace for
many months or longer. I would
be equally unsurprised if we
saw investment in new data cen-
ters slow to a crawl and Al stock
valuations drop by one-third in
the coming weeks.

There is an analytically effec-
tive way to evaluate the effect of
tariffs on the U.S. economy.
We’ve had lots of tariff shenani-
gans in the past, though none
carry the deep uncertainty of
this one. Those experiences have
ranged from mildly bad to very
bad. We are in the very bad
range right now.

It is altogether possible that
Al investment will continue to
keep the U.S. economy from the
recession that tariffs promise, at
least for a few more months. It is

equally likely that investors will
flee from AI stocks and lenders
will become much more wary of
data centers and their associat-
ed energy and broadband infra-
structure.

What is clear is that without
the AI boom, the U.S. economy
would be in recession right now,
and it may be anyway. We don’t
feel it yet. The jobs numbers
weren’t released in October and
price increases aren’t yet broad-
ly apparent in stores.

In many ways, this moment
feels much like late 2007 and
early 2008. The economy
appeared to be stable, even as we
entered recession. Labor mar-
kets slowed less than today, but
consumption continued robustly
for months into a recession.
Some major stock indices con-
tinued to rise more than six
months into the Great Reces-
sion.

I'm not predicting a Great
Recession redux, or even a stock
bubble. But, it is important to
make clear that nearly all the
obvious economic risks are on
the downside of economic per-
formance. This would be an
ideal time to end tariffs, careful-
ly trim regulations and hope for
a healthy 2026. That seems van-
ishingly unlikely.

Hicks is the director of the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished pro-
fessor of economics in the Miller
College of Business at Ball State
University. Email him at

mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number; services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland

Josh Arthur

(260) 726-8464

Services: 9:30 a.m., 11
a.m.

asburyministries.org

Bellefountain

United Methodist
440 S. 600 East
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul

Corner of Treaty Line
Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon

(260) 726-2373

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise

(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in
ume.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort
Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union
City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and
avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Chicago

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene

450 South, 1 mile west of
US. 27

Billy Stanton

(260) 251-2403

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
Jack Houck
(260) 729-2164
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene

226 E. Center St.,
Dunkirk

Tom Fett

(765) 768-6199

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200
Dunkirk
Mark Acree
(260) 251-0987
Services: 10 a.m.

South,

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-
land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,
Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
feeftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist
341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6
p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,
Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6
p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

(419) 375-4680

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Kids vision and teen
ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay

(304) 617-0101

Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle
468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30
p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.
Wednesday

Gilead Church

County road 650 North,
one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street

United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,
Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2
miles east of Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Immaculate
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon

Fr. Martin Sandhage

(260) 726-7055

Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt

(419) 375-4153

Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain

('765) 768-7273

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East
and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m.

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East

Aaron Huey

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Oak Grove

United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union
City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham

(260) 726-7777

Bible class: 9:15 a.m.

Services: 10:20 a.m.

Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

portlandcoc.com

Portland First

Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield

(765) 584-7045

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,
Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920

Services: 10 a.m.

RedkeyFaith.org

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
('765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene
801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
('765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-
tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m.
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips

(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,
5:30 p.m. Thursday

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist

17920 Indiana 167,
Dunkirk
John Elam

(765) 768-7708

Sunday school: 10 a.m.

Services: 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Tpillarsdirector@gmail.com

templebaptistin.com

The Church

at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran

301 N. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery

Ron McCallum

(419) 375-4498

Services: 9 a.m. (contem-
porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore

(260) 726-8391

Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Services: 10:15 a.m.

portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant

Interim Pastor Chris
Kruchkow

(260) 849-0687

Services: 10:20 a.m., 6
p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North
and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-
christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Ron McCallum
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm
ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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K Paanies Syndicate.

22025 Comicana. .
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ALEXA, WHAT'S THE WEATHER

SORRY, I'\ BLISY
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REQUESTS
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SILAS NEEDS ONE'A
THESE DOWN AT TH'
GEN'L STORE I}

2025 by King Fea.fes Syndicats, e, Werld Kt @sersd

WAITING
ROOM

FER ALL OF US FOLKS WAITIN'
FER GROC'RY PRICES T'GO
BACK DOwWN I

Beetle Bailey

WHAT ARE YOU
DOING WITH THE

BEETLEZ

Auts Sales & Sewsice, Tne.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

NEW RECRUITS, (GoevD

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

de] Vou Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
. Residential &

Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

WOODWORKING

Kitchens,
Bathrooms,
Interior Trim,

Windows,

Doors, Siding,
Decks, Drywall,
and Painting

(260)-227-0875

I FIGURED
WHY NOT
JUST START
ALL OVER
AGAINZ

ibutad by King Features Syndicade

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

-~

Confract 2
<>
>~

Bridge

By Steve Becker

Steppingstone to success

South dealer.

Both sides vulnerable.
NO
4084
YEJI04
862
S»K 32
WEST EAST
aA)107 (3532
72 L]
*+K104 4153
aI0984 a0J74
SOUTH
aK 6
YAQ963
+AQ97
BAS
The bidding:
South  West North  East
1y Pass e Pass
49

Opening lead — ten of clubs,

The term “endplay™ refers to a
situation where a defender on lead
is forced to hand declarer an extra
trick whatever he returns. Despite
its name, an endplay does not nec-
essarily oceur ut or near the end of
a hand. Quite often it comes in the
middle of the play, and there are
even cases where it occurs on the
opening lead!

Although an endplay may come
about by accident, moest of the time
declarer consciously creates the set-
ting that gains him a trick he might
not otherwise make.

Take this case where South is in
dunger of losing two spade tricks
and two diamond tricks at four
hearts if the opposing cards are
unfavorably situated. But if heis a
competent declarer, he recognizes
that there are certain steps he can
take to overcome a potentially
unfavorable Lie of the cards,

He begins hy winning the club
lead with the ace, continues with a
club to dummy’s king and ruffs a
club with the heart nine. The A-K
of trump are then played, creating
a position where South can assure
the contract regardless of how the
defenders’ cards are divided.

Declarer next leads a diamond
from dummy and inserts the nine
after East follows low, West wins
with the ten bui is endplayed. 1f he
returns a diamond, 1t goes into
South’s A-Q, while if he returns a
spade, South’s king becomes a trick.

If West returns a club instead,
declarer ruffs in dummy and dis-
cards a spade from his hand. West
eventually scores another diamend
and the ace of spades, but South
ends up with 10 tricks and the con-
tract.

Ohserve that even if East plays
the jack on the first diamond lead
from dummy, South simply covers
with the queen to produce the same
ending. With careful play, all roads
lead Lo 10 tricks for declarer.

Tomorrew: Bidding quiz.
2025 King, Fastures Syndicute Ing

10-23

DUS

ADUZU VBVU,

CRYPTOQUIP

SHB'ZU

GAPQVIQE VIJZUOATS HQ KS

LPWHZIJAU AZPWUTIQE WPTIGU.

EUA HLL KS OPGU!

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT IS THE FAVORITE
SWEET SNACK OF MOST PEOFLE ATTENDING
HEAVY-METAL CONCERTS? ROCK CANDY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals F

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 36 Blog 56 Seth’s 11 Actress
1Deliarray  feed S0N Lena
5 Beer 37 Battery 16 HIV-treat-
ingredient  fluid DOWN ing drug
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waler actress 3 Prefix 23 Prior
13 Sheltered  Davis with pilot nights
14 MSNrival 43 College 4 Chavy 24 Skillet
15 Emotional  unit trucks  25“The
release 47 Annax 5 Steliion’s Groatest”
17 Numeri- 48 — the mate 26 Baltery
cal prefix Great 6 “Toy terminals
18 Calch 51 Country Story 2" 27 Belgrade
SOme Z's music’s toy store residant
19 Lindsay Green- 7Tikibar 29 “Exodus”
of “Mean wood necklace hero
Girls” 52 Story- 8 Inventor 30 Abysmal
21 UFQ pilot  book Mikola 35 Costa
22 “Swelll” heavy 9 Pope del —
24 Cam- 53 Couch Leo XIV, 37 Loath
paign- 54 Capitalof  notably 39 Breakfast
funding Spain? 10 Circle strip
gps. 55 Close dance 40 Rage
27 Minivan 41 Low-lying
alter- Solution time: 24 mins. area
native o] 42 Mid-
28 Spill the MNERE maenth
beans Tsiils date
31 Mods T[T[L[E] 43 “Beligve”
lead-in T singer
32 Tours - SREE] 44 Pop diva
58250N S m Géline
33401) 45 Data
alter L 46 Brewed
native Ll drinks
34 Minor o 49 Bio stat
quibbles Yesterday’s answer 10-23 90— -la-la
1T 2 s T4 5 6 |7 |8 10 1

#ﬁ :
¥ing's Tree Service

A
FREE EST. FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING-TOPPING-
REMOVAL-STUMP GRINDING
Firewood 4 Sell
Bucket Truck & BobCat
Services Avail.
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Andy King
765-881-1611

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL
REVIEW
up to

49% off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
AUCTION
Evening Optimists of
Portland, Saturday,
November 1st, 10:00am-
?. Smitley’s Auction
House, 119 E Main,
Portland. Door prizes
every hour. ltems in
Auction: Miscellaneous,
personal, household
items, gift certificates
and food items. All new!
Proceeds to fund Opti-
mist projects and Christ-
mas families. Sandwich-
es, pies, drinks to pur-
chase. Lacey Smitley
will be the auctioneer.
AU10600051

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141
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Review
preview

Friday - 7 p.m.

Jay County
Patriots

Portland, 3-6
Coach: Eddie Fields, first year (fifth overall)
Conference: Allen County

Last week vs. Heritage: The Patriots were down
but made a final drive that included a 5-yard touch-
down pass from Nick Laux to Aiden Phillips and a
Laux 2-point conversion run to take a 15-14 lead
with seven seconds remaining. Leighton Brown
scored the opening touchdown as JCHS picked up
a win before the playoffs.

Season leaders: Passing — Nick Laux — 69-of-
121 for 741 yards and seven touchdowns. Rushing
— Leighton Brown — 122 carries for 631 yards and
five touchdowns. Receiving — Brady Jetmore — 20
catches for 270 yards and three touchdowns.

VS.

Bellmont
Braves

Decatur, 0-9 A\
Coach: Nick Hall, sixth year
Conference: Northeast 8

Last week at East Noble: The Braves managed
only one score on a pass from Charlie Faurote to
Mason White in a 60-7 loss to close the regular
season. The HKnights threw for 318 yards and
seven touchdowns in the win.

Season leaders: Passing — Charlie Faurote — 97-
of-207 for 951 yards and four touchdowns. Rushing
— Jason Lykins — 77 carries for 218 yards and two
touchdowns. Receiving — Jason Lykins — 22 catches
for 225 yards and two touchdowns. Defense —
Grady Baker — 72 tackles and two sacks.

Last season: The Patriots ran amok on Bellmont
with four rushing touchdowns in a 42-7 sectional
victory last year. Jay County got started strong with
a pair of punch ins by A.J. Myers and Leighton
Brown in the opening period before adding two
more TDs from Sean Bailey and Benson Ward in the
second. JCHS added two more scores on another
Bailey run and a 25-yard interception by Austin
Schoenlein.

Game notes: The Patriots have faced Bellmont
nine times and hold a 7-2 advantage in the series,
including a 3-2 record in the postseason ... JCHS
and the Braves have only played twice in the 21st
century, both games going to the Patriots ... Jay
County snapped a six-year drought without a sec-
tional win by beating BHS 42-7 last year ... Bellmont
has dropped 41 consecutive games with its last win
coming in 2021 ... The Braves last won a sectional
game in 2018 with a 16-6 victory over Garrett ... Jay
County has a 39.85 Sagarin rating, which is 196th
overall and 35th in Class 3A. Bellmont’s 23.27 rat-
ing is 258th overall and 54th in Class 3A ... John
Harrell projects Jay County to win 35-21.

Moving along

Jay County High School senior Max Klopfenstein runs alongside Wapahani's Kason
Thrasher during Saturday’s sectional meet at Taylor University. Klopfenstein placed 30th in the race in
18 minutes, 18.9 seconds, to earn a regional berth. In the background is fellow Patriot Grant Glentzer.
Caleb Garringer, Klopfenstein, Glentzer and the entire JCHS girls team will compete in the regional
meet at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at Huntington University.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Praises

Continued from page 8

“That’s always part of me; I've
been brainwashed that way, to be
honest with you,” Skipper said.
“But, yeah, I mean, to me, once the
whistle blows, it’s just us against
you. I mean, it’s time to go. Let’s
see who had the better week of
practice, let’s see who’s more pre-
pared, let’s see who wants this
thing. So that’s how I see it. We're
going to kick it off, we’re going to
have to be ready to strain for every
inch and let’s see what happens.”

Asked to assess Indiana, SKkipper
heaped praise upon a team that is
among the best in the nation in
almost every major statistical cat-
egory.

“I am still trying to identify
weaknesses,” Skipper said. “Like,
it is crazy how disciplined they
are.”

UCLA last beat a team ranked as
high as Indiana in a game that
many Bruins fans will forever
cherish — their 13-9 triumph over
No. 2 USC in 2006 at the Rose Bowl.

A recruiting win

At a time of great uncertainty,
when it would be easy for UCLAs
staff to worry more about their own
futures than those of high school
prospects who may never play for
them, the Bruins have continued to
recruit.

They landed another verbal com-
mitment Monday from Travis
Robertson, an offensive tackle from
West Bloomfield, Mich., who was
previously committed to Bowling
Green.

“They have shown me that no mat-
ter what situation they are in,”
Robertson told The Los Angeles
Times, “they will always get the job
done with the coaching staff and
players. And I'm rooting for this
staff 100%.”

UCLA’s staff has also continued to
pursue recruits who have backed out
of their verbal commitments, includ-
ing Cooper Javorsky, an offensive
lineman from San Juan Hills High
who spent time visiting with offen-
sive line coach Andy Kwon before

the Bruins’ game against Maryland
last weekend.

“We'’re grinding over here, we're
not letting anything go to waste or
not giving effort in one area or
another,” Skipper said of his staff’s
recruiting efforts. “It’s full speed in
everything that we're doing.”

UCLA’s 2026 recruiting class is cur-
rently ranked No. 78 nationally by
247Sports.com, with 12 players com-
mitted.

Injury updates

Three days after his right knee
was driven into the Rose Bowl grass
late in the Bruins’ game against
Maryland, forcing him to leave the
field with assistance before return-
ing for the game-winning drive,
quarterback Nico Iamaleava prac-
ticed without a limp or any sort of
protective equipment on his knee.

Running backs Anthony Woods
and Jaivian Thomas also practiced
Tuesday after they were sidelined
late in the game against the Terra-
pins when “both guys kind of got
rolled up on,” Skipper said.

Sports on tap

Local schedule
Friday

Jay County — Football sectional quarterfinal at

Bellmont = 7 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Football vs. Minster — 7 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Cross country regional at Hunting-

ton North — 10:30 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country regional at Troy —

TV schedule

Today
5 a.m. — Amateur golf: Asia-Pacific Amateur
Championship (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — College hockey: Western Michigan at

Michigan (BTN)

7 p.m. — International Friendly women'’s soccer:
United States at Portugal (TNT)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City Thunder at
Indiana Pacers (ESPN)

State Warriors (ESPN)

Friday

5 a.m. — Amateur golf: Asia-Pacific Amateur
Championship (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Leeds United
at West Ham United (USA)
6 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series: Slim
Jim 200 (FS1)

8 p.m. — MLB World Series: Los Angeles
Dodgers at Toronto Blue Jays (FOX)
8 p.m. — NBA: San Antonio Spurs at New

Orleans Pelicans (CBS)

8 p.m. — MLS: Inter Miami at Nashville SC (FS1)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Washington Wizards at Dallas

Mavericks (ABC)

7 p.m. — College football: North Texas at Char-

10:30 p.m. — College football: Montana at
Sacramento State (ESPN2)

Trot 5K benefitting EverHeart Hospice on Nov. 1.

The race will begin at Cooper Farms Turkey Har-
vesting Plant at 1 Cooper Farms Drive, St. Henry,
OH. Registration is at 9 a.m. with the race begin-
ning at 10 a.m.

There will be age groups from 9-and-younger to
60-and-older. Awards will be handed out to the top
female and male from each age group.

Refreshments and a to-go turkey meal will be
provided for all runners.

For more information on registering, visit

10 a.m.; Volleyball district championship vs. Hous- 8:15 p.m. — NFL: Minnesota Vikings at Los lotte (ESPN2) Local notes speedy-feet.com and search “Cooper Farms Turkey
ton at Fairmont — 10 a.m.; JV football at Minster - Angeles Chargers (FOX) 7:30 p.m. — College football: Cal at Virginia Cooper to host Trot 5K” or email Tonya Huber at tonyah@cooper-
10 a.m. 10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Golden Tech (ESPN) Cooper Farms will host its 18th Annual Turkey  farms.com.
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT
LARRY MOSER Pins/Award Geneva; payable of May 2026 Brewster cards and pic- state Cargo Trailer: HIRING PART-TIME LEASE SPACE avail-

ONLINE ONLY
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY ESTATE AUCTION
Melsmitleyauctions.com
Bidding Opens: Octo-

ber 13, 2025
Ends: October 26, 2025
with a soft close at 6:00

PM
Location: 7851 W. 400
N., Pennville, IN 47369
Preview dates: Oct. 22,
2025 - 4:00-7:00 PM, &
Oct. 25, 2025 - 10:00
AM - 1:00 PM
or by appointment.
TRUCK-TRACTOR-
SKID LOADER-EQUIP-
MENT-TRAILERS
2022 Dodge Ram 2500
Laramie (4x4, Diesel,
10,3xx mi, 1 owner);
2015 Sure-Trac Tilt Trail-
er; 2018 Force 6.5x12
Utility Trailer w/ramp; JD
709 rotary cutter, 7’;
2011 JD 318D Skid
loader, (3) hay wagons,
(1 w/hoist); JD 5115M
Tractor w/H310 loader
FIREARMS-AMMO
J Stevens Shot 22 cal;
Sears Roebuck/ Ted
Williams Model 340
Lever Action 22 Cal;
Ardesa 54 Cal. Muzzle-
loader; Winchester
Model 1890 22 cal
(reconditioned); Ardesa
Spain 50 Cal Black
Powder Muzzleloading
Pistol; Various ammo
and more not listed.
HOUSEHOLD-TOOLS-
COLLECTIBLES
Toy farm equip.; Rocker;
Dresser; Gun Cabinet;
Collectibles; Primitives;
Crocks; Arrowheads;
Stereoscope w/ cards;

Vint. Scout Patches;
Portland & Geneva
Yearbooks; Lg. Trading
Post Sign; Older Base-
ball Cards;Adv. Cans;
Deer Horns; (3) Lg
portable barn fans; Sad-
dles (1-Oliver); Horse
equip; Ladders; Old
Comics, and much more
not listed!

Larry Moser, Deceased
(Jennifer Gray, Repre-
sentative)

Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Portland,
IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051
260-729-2281 - Cell
Ryan Davidson
AU10600063 260-726-
5076

and thereafter. Any
statements day of sale
take precedence over
previously written or oral
matter. Seller confirma-
tion day of sale.
For more information
contact Gary Loy Auc-
tioneer 260-726-5160 or
Kim Loy, Real Estate
Broker (260) 726-2700
RKM LLC
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Auburn Street,
Dunkirk, IN.
Tuesday Evening
OCTOBER 28, 2025
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
This parcel of land con-
sists of 3.408 acres of
bare land located in
Dunkirk Indiana. This
property is zoned resi-
dential. This property
would make a nice
investment for further
development or a nice
building site.
Terms of Sale are 20%
down day of auction and
balance due at closing.
Seller to provide Title
Insurance and Warranty
Deed. Seller to pay
the November 2025 tax
installment and Buyer to
assume taxes due and

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,
IN
Saturday Morning
OCTOBER 25, 2025
9:30 A.M.
ANTIQUES - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS-
MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS
Oak dry sink; Oak pie
safe with screen doors;
railroad cart coffee table;
The Smithsonian Collec-
tion by Lexington Casual
wicker sofa, chair and
ottoman; Chief Paints
double sided sign;
Pennzoil double sided
sign;; Pan American
World Airways toy plane;
old ball gloves; Ansel
Toney kite, never flown;
Model T jack; Sterling
Silver necklaces and
rings; LARGE ASSORT-
MENT OF COSTUME
JEWELRY TO INCLUDE
RINGS, BRACELETS,
NECKLACES, AND
EARRINGS; ; Pete

tures, autographed by
Pete; and other items
note listed.
TOOLS
UC Body Co tool cabi-
net; Shop Series 107
table saw; Craftsman 4
drawer tool box; 2 pc.
metal tool chest; ; Snap
On wrenches; channel
locks; Craftsman router;
machinist cabinet;
machinists tools; metal
shelves; propane tanks;
and other items not list-
ed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Many of these items
have been stored in
totes so pictures will be
uploaded to Auction Zip
by 10/22. Please note
that we will be running 2
rings a portion of the
day.
EDITH DICKEY
&
JOHNSON FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATION: 4372 W 500
N Portland IN 47371
SATURDAY OCTOBER
25, 2025
9:00 AM
PICKUP TRUCK-
TRAILERS- TRACTOR-
MINI EXCAVATOR
2004 Dodge Ram 3500
4wd, 4 Door, Dually,
Long Bed, 167,000
Miles: 2024 (24) Inter-

Kubota KX71-3 Mini
Excavator 4000 Hrs.:
Club Car Electric Golf

Cart: King Kutter 6'Tiller:
Assorted Excavator
Buckets 12” Bucket, (2)
24” Buckets, 36” Bucket:

1972 custom Chevy
Pickup Truck No Title:.

Jeep 4x4 Suv.

CONSTRUCTION-
SHOP-MISC. ITEMS

(5) Sets of X Brace

Heavy Duty Scaffolding:
(3) Sets of 5’ Scaffold-
ing: (11) Pcs. Scaffold-
ing with Walking Plank:

(2) 40’ FiberglassExt.

Ladders: 28’ Alum. Ext.
Ladder: Champion
Blower & Forge Co.

Forge: N.C. Anvil:
Craftsman 2700 Psi
Pressure Washer:

Makita Battery Operated
Wheel Barrow with

Dump Bed: Kolbalt Tile

Saw: Air Framing Guns:

Assorted Hand Tools.

HOUSEHOLD
Speed Queen Washer:
Amana Dryer: (2)
Wardrobes: Misc.
Household ltems
OWNERS: LEVI &
ANGELA STAUFFER
HILL AUCTION
CHARLIE HILL
#AU10700054

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny. The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street, Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day or email
business @thecr.com.
NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FALL MARKET
Menchhofer Farms
5679 Wabash Rd.,

Coldwater, OH

419-942-1502
Open Thursday-Sunday
1pm-7pm

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

NOTICE OF
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Jay County Commissioners
The session will be held on
Wednesday, October 29, 2025 at
4:00 p.m. in the Jay County
Courthouse Auditorium, lo-
cated on the 1st floor of the
Courthouse at 120 N. Court
Street in Portland, Indiana.
The Jay County Commissioners
will meet in executive session
to receive information about
and interview prospective em-
ployees per (IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(5XB).
CR 10-23-2025- HSPAXLP
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By ANDREW BALKO

The Commercial Review

PLEASANT HILL, Ohio —
The Indians have been tested
throughout the season as they
played seven teams that are cur-
rently ranked in their respective
top 10s, including two defending
state champions.

But when they faced the Jets,
they had a different challenge
due to a last-minute injury to
the starting setter.

A sophomore setter stepped
up to fill the void.

Hailey Easton ran the offense
with ease in her first varsity
start as No. 2 seed Fort Recovery
High School’s volleyball team
picked up a 25-11, 25-14, 25-16 vic-
tory over the 12th seeded North-
eastern Jets in the OHSAA Divi-
sion VI Southwest 3 District
semifinal match on Tuesday
hosted by Newton Local.

With the win, the Tribe moves
on to face sixth-seeded Houston,
which upset No. 3 seed Triad in
its semifinal match, in Satur-
day’s district championship at
10 a.m. at Fairmont.

“I'm happy,” said FRHS coach
Travis Guggenbiller. “It’s a win
in the tournament. That means
you’re moving on, you get a few
more days and that makes me
excited going into the district
finals.

“I'm proud of how my girls
faced the adversity they had to
deal with today. Yesterday, our
setter seemed perfectly fine and
this morning she wakes up with
a swollen knee, so we just sat
her out today to keep her safe.
Our JV setter did a nice job,
stepping in and playing up.

“I thought we felt some ten-
sion, but I felt like we handled it
very well today.”

Fort Recovery’s starting set-
ter, Kayden Ranly, had started
the previous 23 matches, total-
ing 561 assists for 7.4 assists per
set. Easton smoothly filled the
role on Tuesday,

“The experience was awe-
some,” Easton said. “The girls
make such a good team. I think
we played well and we came out
strong.”

She managed to connect with
her teammates to exemplify
their strengths such as getting
Alexis Grisez the ball in the
middle, finding Brynn Will-
mann for slide Kkills, setting

spodwi suods

800) 556-3198
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Fort Recovery football

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Hailey Easton of the Fort Recovery High School volleyball team sets a ball during the
OHSAA Division VI Southwest 3 district semifinal against Northeastern on Tuesday. Easton
notched her first career start and recorded 29 assists as the second-seeded Tribe took down

the Jets 25-11, 25-14, 25-16.

Cameron Muhlenkamp — she
led FRHS with 12 kills — for
hard swings across the court
and placing the ball for Bridget
Homan out of the back row.

“I felt like our setter-hitter
connections were very there,’
said Easton, who had 12 assists
on the season prior to the
match.

Despite the tension, the Indi-
ans (12-12) developed an early
lead. They were up 13-8 before
rattling off nine straight points.
Willmann sparked the run with

hosts Minster Friday,

see Sports on tap
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Sophomore steps up

Easton tallies 29 assists in first career start to take down Jets in three sets

T

a kill, then proceeded to serve
the ball and continuously put
the Jets (5-16) in a bind to get
them out of system.

“Brynn’s actually one of our
best servers,” Guggenbiller
said. “It’s not an ace necessarily,
but she gets them out of system.
Then it’s not a great pass on
their end and that allows us to
set up our defense.”

Along with getting Northeast-
ern out of system, she dropped
in two aces to match Muh-
lenkamp and Homan for the
team high.

Fort Recovery cruised
through the rest of the set, fin-
ishing the match off quickly
after the 9-0 run.

The second set started off
closer with Northeastern even
tying the Tribe at 6-6 before the
Indians eventually took control
with a 7-1 run.

The Jets actually took a one-
point lead three different times
in the third set, but Guggen-
biller kept faith in his players
and decided not to call a time-
out. Northeastern used both of
its timeouts in all three sets,
while Guggenbiller held off and
let the girls work through things
themselves.

“I was nervous the whole
time, but I had to keep my
poise,” Guggenbiller said. “So I
didn’t want to call a timeout and
cause tension either. I would
have called it if we needed to,
but I thought, ‘These girls are
handling it well. I can tell on the
court I’ve got some upperclass-
men starting to take some lead-
ership roles ... there’s communi-
cation, so I was like, I'm going to
keep the trust in their hands.””

The Tribe will look to play a
cleaner match against Houston
on Saturday. While the two
teams did not face off in the reg-
ular season, Fort Recovery
boasts a 6-3 record against com-
mon opponents, while the Wild-
cats finished 3-8 against those
teams.

“Going in we know we’re
going to have to be cleaner,”
Guggenbiller said. “More of
those points are going to have to
be earned. ... But I'm expecting
us to come out with less tension
and more excitement on Satur-
day”

Indiana’s Cignetti praises UCLA during surge

By BEN BOLCH
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — As
UCLA prepared to try to
topple its highest-ranked
opponent in nearly two
decades, one coach talked
about the challenges of
beating an undefeated
team, of stopping its vaunt-
ed rushing attack, of halt-
ing its quick starts. The
coach was Curt Cignetti.

His team just happened
to be No. 2 Indiana, the
pop-up juggernaut that
the Bruins will try to take
down on Saturday at
Memorial Stadium.

“We’re playing a 3-0 foot-
ball team that’s undefeat-
ed, that’s 3-0 in the confer-
ence since they have
retooled their staff)”
Cignetti told reporters.
“Very impressive football
team.”

So startling is the trans-
formation that the Bruins
have made since their win-
less start that they are the
ones now being praised by
the coach of one of the
nation’s top teams.

Surging UCLA (3-4 over-
all, 3-1 Big Ten) is only the
third Big Ten team to lose
its first four games and
win its next three, joining
1963 Indiana and 2001
Penn State.

Of course, the Bruins
hope the parallels end
there given that those
Hoosiers went on to lose
their final two games and
those Nittany Lions fin-
ished with a losing record.

Cignetti made the 2025
Bruins sound like a team
for the ages, pointing out
that they were averaging
233 yards rushing per
game over the last three
games while dominating

the time of possession
battle and outscoring
opponents 58-17 in the
first half over that same
span.

UCLA will head into a
nationally televised “Big
Noon” showdown against
Indiana (7-0, 4-0) having
already taken down a top-
10 team this season,
though their 42-37 victory
over then-No. 7 Penn State
earlier this month has lost

considerable luster given
the Nittany Lions’ ensu-
ing free fall.

Fortunately for the Bru-
ins, interim coach Tim
Skipper played for Pat Hill
at Fresno State, meaning
he embraces the “Anyone,
Anytime, Anywhere”
mindset that made the
scrappy Bulldogs a nation-
al phenomenon because of
their fearlessness.

See Praises page 7
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Half-Page B&W

$300

\ Contact Lindsey at
\% L.Cochran@thecr.com or
(260) 726-8141

al

* for

*$200 for second half-page color

These rates are ONLY
for our November
26th Thanksgiving

edition.

Purchase one of our Thanksgiving COLOR
special ads and run the same ad a second
time in November at a discounted rate.




