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Jay County Conservation
Club will hold its 80th anniver-
sary celebration with a Float-
ing Lantern Feast-ival from
noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, May
24, at Hudson Family Park.
Food trucks will be available
from 5 to 10 p.m. and Cook and
Belle will perform during the
event.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

Saturday — Details from the
Jay County boys track team at
the sectional meet.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

In review Coming up

David McClung, 82, rural
Portland

Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  57 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 49.

There is a chance of  showers
tonight with winds gusting to 25
mph and a low in the lower 40s.
Expect mostly sunny skies Fri-
day with a high of  60.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A rural Dunkirk man
who stole a dozen vehicles
and committed several bur-
glaries will serve three
years in prison.

Jay Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison sentenced
Anthony T. Myers, 23, 10770
W. 200 North, on Tuesday to
various burglary and theft
charges, resulting in a total
prison sentence of  three
years.

Myers pleaded guilty
April 28 to four burglary
charges, all Level 5 felonies,
along with two Level 5
felonies for theft of  a
firearm, a Level 5 felony for
altering a firearm’s identi-
fying marks and 12 counts
of  auto theft, all Level 6
felonies.

Hutchison sentenced
Myers to four years in Indi-
ana Department of  Correc-
tions with two years sus-
pended for each of  his bur-
glary, alteration of  firearm
and theft charges, with
each sentence to be served
concurrently.

For the auto theft
charges, Hutchison sen-
tenced him to two years in
Indiana Department of
Correction with one year
suspended. Those sen-
tences will be served con-
current to one another and
consecutive to the burglary,
alteration of  firearm and
theft charges.

Myers was given credit
for time served and
assessed $189 in court costs.
Hutchison ordered him to
have no contact with those
who he robbed and to “stay
off  their property.”

According to a probable
cause affidavit filed in con-
nection with the case,
Myers broke into several
homes in Portland with the
intent to commit theft. He
also stole 12 vehicles.

See Serve page 2
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Conservation fire
Portland Fire Department firefighter Travis Theurer inspects the side of a building at Jay County Conservation Club

in the aftermath of a fire Wednesday. Several departments, including Portland and Redkey firefighters, responded to the
scene, quickly putting out flames shooting out of the eastern building.

By JOSEPH S. PETE
The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service

Doral Renewables announced it
has secured $1.5 billion for the
Mammoth solar project in Pulaski
County that’s expected to be one of
the largest solar farms in the Unit-
ed States.

The Philadelphia-based renew-
able energy company lined up
financing for Mammoth South,
Mammoth Central I and Mammoth
Central II, each of  would generate
up to 300 MWac. It’s part of  the
broader 1.3 GW Mammoth solar

farm in Pulaski and Starke coun-
ties.

KeyBanc Capital Markets, Banco
Santander and HSBC Bank
USA helped arrange the construc-
tion debt financing. Truist Bank

also signed a $200 million tax equi-
ty commitment.

“We are proud to serve as coordi-
nating lead arranger for Doral
Renewables as they build out the
remaining phases of  the Mam-

moth Solar Complex,” KeyBanc
Vice President Nadav Hazan said.
“Our longstanding relationship
with Doral’s management team
has created a foundation of  trust
that enables transformative proj-
ects like this. We are excited to see
this collaborative effort pay off,
and we look forward to the impact
Mammoth will have on Indiana’s
economy going forward.”

Solar energy adoption across the
United States is becoming more
widespread, especially as utilities
transition away from coal.

See Project page 2

Doral approved for $1.5 billion project

By CAITLIN REILLY, 
LIA DEGROOT, 
JESSIE HELLMANN
and AIDAN QUIGLEY
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump urged
the House GOP to stop negotiat-
ing and pass his “big, beautiful”
filibuster-proof  reconciliation
bill Tuesday, with sharp words for
blue-state Republicans pushing
for more tax relief  and conserva-
tives seeking additional spending
cuts.

In an appearance during the
weekly GOP conference meeting,
Trump told conservatives to lay
off  Medicaid, scolded blue-
state Republicans for rejecting a
$30,000 cap on state and local tax
deductions, and urged the party
to increase the country’s borrow-
ing limit through the rest of  his
term, members leaving the meet-
ing said.

Trump’s Capitol Hill visit
comes as House GOP leadership
is trying to unite the party behind
the reconciliation package
they’re relying on to enact much
of  the president’s agenda.

“It’s not a question of  holdouts.

We have a tremendously unified
party. I don’t think we’ve ever had
a party like this,” Trump said,
heading into the meeting. “There
are some people that want a cou-
ple of  things that maybe I don’t
like or that they’re not gonna
get.”

But lawmakers leaving the
meeting told a different story.
Conservative hard-liners stuck to
their guns on needing more cuts
to Medicaid,
and Republicans from New
York rejected the president’s
insistence that they accept the
$30,000 “SALT” cap included in
the package.

Trump’s visit did little to move
the needle in support of  the bill,
leaving leadership where they

started the week: trying to strike
a balance between steeper cuts
needed to satisfy conservatives
without alienating centrists, and
finding space for more SALT
relief.

Republicans can afford to lose
no more than three GOP votes
and pass the partisan legislation.

After the meeting, Speaker
Mike Johnson said he was ready
to convene the holdouts in small-
er groups to try to reach a deal.

“What we’re leaving to do right
now is gather up this small sub-
group in the House Republican
Conference and tie up the
remaining loose ends,” Johnson,
R-La., said. “I’m very confident
that we’ll be able to do that.”

See Pushes page 2

Trump pushes house GOP

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

On to regional
Jay County High School freshman Brooklynn

Byrum (left) begins to celebrate with junior Paityn
Wendel after the former placed second in the 800-
meter run at the IHSAA Sectional 12 hosted by Delta
on Tuesday. Byrum’s time of 2 minutes, 28.67
seconds, fell 0.63 seconds short of first place, but
earned her a spot at the regional meet at Carroll on
May 27. For more on the meet, see page 8.

Dunkirk man
pleaded to
burglary
and theft

Myers
set to
serve
3 years

Pulaski County facility expected to be
one of the largest solar farms in the U.S.

Medicaid, tax relief
and spending cuts
are holding up bill

    
    

 
    

    
     
    

      
      

    
     

     
      

  
   

   
     
      
    
    

  

    
    

 

  
   

 

  

   

               
               

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

  

  
 

   

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 

Twila Affolder, 64,
Geneva

Details on page 2.

In review

Jay County Commissioners
have scheduled a special
meeting at 4 p.m. Wednesday
to discuss insurance for 2026.
An executive session is
scheduled to follow at 4:15 p.m.

Deaths Coming up
Wednesday — Details

from Monday’s Jay School
Board meeting.

Thursday — Preview of
Friday’s JCHS football sec-
tional semifinal.

Friday — Coverage of
Fort Recovery volleyball’s
regional semifinal match.

The high temperature
Sunday in Jay County was 62
degrees. The low was 40.

Expect a low in the upper
30s tonight with a 40%
chance of  rain and winds
gusting to 25 mph. There is a
50% chance of  rain
Wednesday with a high in
the mid 50s. See page 2 for an
extended outlook.

Weather

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Recovery repeat
Fort Recovery High School’s Brynn Willmann spins Cameron Muhlenkamp around after the Tribe volleyball team

took down Houston in the OHSAA Division VI Southwest 3 District championship on Saturday at Fairmont. Muhlenkamp led
all hitters with 11 kills, while Willmann followed with eight kills and five aces. For the full story, see page 8. 

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A local addiction recov-
ery support group has
made it onto the screen.

It may receive funding
from the county to help
further the effort.

Jay County Commis-
sioners approved con-
tributing $25,000 in opioid
settlement funds to A Bet-
ter Life – Brianna’s Hope
for its plans to begin a
show on The Roku Chan-
nel.

The nonprofit organiza-
tion announced the news
earlier this month. 

“It’s an opportunity we
didn’t see coming, but the
privilege is there,”
founder Randy Davis said.

Brianna’s Hope will
have one-hour time slots
twice a week on the
streaming service plat-
form. “The Truth Behind
Hope” will feature a series
of  stories about Brianna’s
Hope, testimonies, devo-
tionals, recovery mainte-
nance and sobriety tips,
information about recov-
ery centers and naloxone
and interviews with local
organizations. Plans
include offering sponsor-
ships for the show.

According to an email
from the organization, the
program “will be a family
friendly, uplifting, faith-
based and positive
approach to all things.”

Davis pointed to involve-
ment from different recov-
ery groups, including IU
Health Jay’s addiction and
recovery team.

See Show page 2

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Spooky Champ
Six-year-old Quin Champ, dressed as Pennywise, looks out at

those in attendance Sunday afternoon for the Fort Recovery Halloween
costume contest at Hein Amphitheater in Van Trees Park. Champ won
the award for spookiest costume.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Gov. Mike Braun on
Monday called a special
session to take up congres-
sional redistricting, a
politically charged move
that follows months of
mounting pressure from
national Republicans to
redraw Indiana’s map
ahead of  the 2026 midterm
elections.

Braun’s order says the
session will begin Monday,
Nov. 3, and will focus pri-
marily on revising the
state’s congressional
boundaries — lines that
were last redrawn in 2021
following the U.S. Census.

Braun’s office said law-
makers will use the spe-
cial session to “consider
altering the boundaries of
Indiana’s congressional
districts,” but also to “con-
sider resolving an impor-
tant issue regarding feder-
al and state tax compli-
ance that must be
addressed.”

“I am calling a special

legislative session to pro-
tect Hoosiers from efforts
in other states that seek to
diminish their voice in
Washington and ensure
their representation in
Congress is fair,” the gov-
ernor said in a Monday
morning statement. “I am
also asking the legislature
to conform Indiana’s tax
code with new federal tax
provisions to ensure sta-
bility and certainty for
taxpayers and tax prepar-
ers for 2026 filings.”

The news release from
the governor’s office noted
that Indiana uses federal
tax law as the starting
point for the Indiana tax

return, and the recent
changes to federal tax law
in the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act include provi-
sions “that impact Indiana
state tax filings.”

Addressing that “dis-
crepancy” through a spe-
cial session “will provide
taxpayers, accountants
and businesses the confi-
dence and clarity ahead of
filing season, avoid
amended returns and fil-
ing delays, and continue
the Indiana Department
of  Revenue’s strong
record of  fiscal manage-
ment,” according to
Braun’s office.

See Session page 2

Braun calls session

By DANIEL FLATLEY
and JOSH XIAO
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Top trade negotiators for
the U.S. and China said they
came to terms on a range of  con-
tentious points, setting the table
for leaders Donald Trump and Xi
Jinping to finalize a deal and
ease trade tensions that have rat-
tled global markets.

After two days of  talks
in Malaysia wrapped up Sunday,
a Chinese official said the two
sides reached a preliminary con-

sensus on topics including
export controls, fentanyl and
shipping levies.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent, speaking later in an
interview with CBS News, said

Trump’s threat of  100% tariffs
on Chinese goods “is effectively
off  the table” and he expected
the Asian nation to make “sub-
stantial” soybean purchases as
well as offer a deferral on sweep-

ing rare earth controls. The
U.S. wouldn’t change its export
controls directed at China, he
added.

“So I would expect that the
threat of  the 100% has gone
away, as has the threat of  the
immediate imposition of  the
Chinese initiating a worldwide
export control regime,” Bessent
said. He separately told ABC
News he believed China would
delay its rare-earth restrictions
“for a year while they reexamine
it.”

See Terms page 2

Negotiators say they’ve reached terms

General assembly will
convene on Monday to
focus on redistricting

Officials for U.S. and China say
contentious points are worked out

Commissioners
agree to

contribute
if funds are

available

‘Hope’
seeks
$ for
Roku
show



Continued from page 1
The state’s most recent

special session in 2022 —
which lasted two weeks
and centered on abortion-
related legislation — cost
taxpayers about
$240,000 in per-diem and
travel expenses.

Legislative leaders don’t
have to convene the exact
day that Braun suggested.
By law, the only rule is it
can’t last for more than 30
session days or 40 calen-
dar days. That clock will
begin Nov 3.

In 2022, then-Gov. Eric
Holcomb’s order began
the session on July 6 but
lawmakers didn’t convene
until July 25, and it ended
Aug. 5.

The announcement
comes after weeks of  spec-
ulation in the State-
house, fueled by a series
of  meetings between
Hoosier GOP leaders and
top figures in President
Donald Trump’s orbit,
including Vice President
JD Vance. Trump spoke
with Indiana Senate
Republicans by phone on
Oct. 17.

Discussions have cen-
tered on ways to strength-
en the party’s position in
the U.S. House — where
Republicans hold a nar-
row majority — by encour-
aging  states with GOP-
strongholds to redraw dis-
tricts before 2026.

During the leadup,
House Speaker Todd Hus-
ton and Senate President
Pro Tem Rodric Bray have
refused to publicly say

where they stand. On
Monday, Huston said in a
brief  statement that
House Republicans had
“received the Governor’s
call for a special session
and will continue having
conversations within our
caucus and with our coun-
terparts in the Senate on
our next steps.”

But a spokesperson for
Senate Republicans, Molly
Swigart, said Monday
morning that “all I have to
share is the votes still
aren’t there for redistrict-
ing.”

Indiana Republican
Party Chairwoman Lana
Keesling applauded
Braun’s move, saying in a
statement that “if  Indiana
is to have fair representa-
tion in Congress, redis-
tricting is an absolute
necessity.” She added that
Democrat-controlled
states have “spent years
maintaining deeply parti-
san election maps” and
argued that Indiana
should not “allow sanctu-
ary-state politics to dictate
our voice in Washington.”

••••••••••
This story has been edit-

ed for length. For the full
version, visit indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Thursday
Affolder, Twila: noon,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Friday
Timmerman, Bernard:

10:30 a.m., Mary Help of Chris-
tians Catholic Church, 403
Sharpsburg Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Twila Ann Affolder, Gene-
va, Nov. 29, 1960-Oct. 25,
2025. Services will be at
noon Thursday at Downing
& Glancy Funeral Home,
100 Washington St., Gene-
va.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices
for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area
free of  charge. 

They include the name,
city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of
services. There is a charge
for obituaries, which are
accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

“It’s bigger than who we are, not
bigger than what we can handle,”
said Davis, who served as a pastor
for 35 years. “It’s an incredible
privilege to be able to get the word
of  God out that way as well as the
word for recovery, and all those
goes with that.”

Davis founded nonprofit A Bet-
ter Life – Brianna’s Hope in 2014.
The organization started as a faith-
based addiction support group and
has grown in the last decade to
encompass 44 chapters, with
groups in 28 Indiana counties and
three Ohio counties.

Approximately four years ago,
Davis launched “Faith In Your
Recovery,” a podcast focused on
“all things recovery.” The show has
totaled more than 200 episodes

since then and continues to pro-
duce a 45-minute show weekly.

“We have been able to interview
individuals that I never dreamed
of  being a part of  their life for just
a matter of  moments even, but
authors, singers, therapists, Chris-
tian hip hop artists … throughout
Indiana, Mississippi, Florida and
other places,” he said.

Davis noted the podcast has
reached an international audience.
As of  Monday, he said, “Faith In
Your Recovery” is fifth in the rank-
ings for nonprofit organization
podcasts in Macedonia. The show
has also been ranked in the top 10
in Germany, Spain, Singapore and
Australia, he added, and it’s made
it as high as ranking second in
Canada and Mexico. For the United
States, it’s made the rankings 35

times in the last year, with its high-
est ranking coming in at 11th.

Davis explained the $25,000
request to commissioners Monday
would help in efforts with the new
show. The overall cost is projected
to be around $57,900, with the non-
profit filling in the remaining
amount. Davis pointed to Jay
County High School graduate Aric
Hartvig, who has a longtime back-
ground in broadcasting. He noted
Hartvig will work with the group
to help film episodes.

Commissioners president Chad
Aker voiced support for Brianna’s
Hope efforts, pointing to its impact
across the region.

Aker explained the county has
already budgeted economic devel-
opment income tax (EDIT) funds
for local organizations in 2026. He

suggested using a portion of  Jay
County’s allocation of  National
Opioid Settlement dollars for the
program instead.

Commissioner Duane Monroe
questioned whether there are
available funds. (Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition is in the
midst of  creating The Vision on
Votaw recovery home. Plans are to
draw from the fund for construc-
tion and other costs.) 

County auditor Emily Franks
said the settlement dollars are dis-
tributed in restricted and unre-
stricted amounts. She suggested
touching base with Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition director
Kimbra Reynolds on the matter.

Commissioners then agreed to
allocate the funds subject to their
availability.

Show ...

Continued from page 1
Bessent telegraphed a wide-rang-

ing agreement between Trump and
Xi that would extend a tariff  truce,
resolve differences over the sale of
TikTok and keep up the flow of  rare
earth magnets necessary for the pro-
duction of  advanced products from
semiconductors to jet engines. The
two leaders are also planning to dis-

cuss a global peace plan, he said,
after Trump said publicly he hoped
to enlist Xi’s help in resolving Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine.

The encouraging signals from
both sides of  the negotiations were a
marked contrast from recent weeks,
when Beijing’s announcement of
new export restrictions and
Trump’s reciprocal threat of  stag-

gering new tariffs threatened to
plunge the world’s two largest
economies back into an all-out trade
war.

Signs of  an impending deal lifted
sentiment in markets. Risk-sensitive
currencies like the Australian
and New Zealand dollars climbed
against the greenback in early trad-
ing, outperforming major peers.

Methamphetamine
A Dunkirk man was sen-

tenced to prison for pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine.

Travis J. Myers, 48, 326
E. Ohio St., Dunkirk,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to the Level 5
felony. He was sentenced
to 48 months in Indiana
Department of  Correction
with all but 16 months sus-
pended and given credit
for time served. Myers
was fined $1, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,

prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. 

As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 6
felony for maintaining a
common nuisance and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia were dismissed.

Resisting law
A Portland man was

sentenced to prison for
resisting police.

Andrew J. Bailey, 37, 40
Sesame St., Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to resisting law

enforcement, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to
545 days in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given 12 days credit
for time served. Bailey was
fined $25 and assessed $189
in court costs. 

As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 6
felony for domestic bat-
tery was dismissed.

Unlawful possession
A man was sentenced to

jail after pleading guilty to
unlawful possession of  a
syringe.

Justin F. Dibble, 33,
pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to the
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 270 days in Jay
County Jail and given 68
days credit for time
served. Dibble was fined
$25 and assessed $189 in
court costs.

As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 6
felony for possession of
methamphetamine and a
Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  a controlled
substance were dis-
missed.

Felony court news

Terms ...

Session ...

Tuesday
5 p.m. — Redkey Town Council executive session,

park cabin, 50 Mooney St.
6 p.m. — Redkey Town Council, park cabin, 50

Mooney St.

Wednesday
9 a.m. — Portland Historic Preservation Commis-

sion, Community Resource Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.26
Nov. corn .................4.28
Dec. corn .................4.36

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.26
Nov. corn ..................4.31
Dec. corn ..................4.41

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.21
Nov. corn ..................4.23
Beans ......................10.53

Nov. beans ..............10.63
Wheat ......................4.85

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.18
Nov. corn ..................4.21
Beans ......................10.45
Nov. beans ..............10.50
Wheat .......................5.20

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.16
Nov. corn ..................4.16
Beans ......................10.30
Nov. beans ..............10.30
Wheat ......................4.75

In 1875, Gilbert H.
Grosvenor was born in
Istanbul. Grosvenor was
editor of  National Geo-
graphic and was credit-
ed with transforming it
from a small, scholarly
publication into a
monthly magazine
known worldwide. 

In 1886, President
Grover Cleveland offi-
cially dedicated the Stat-
ue of  Liberty on Bed-
loe’s Island (now known
as Liberty Island) in
Upper New York Bay.
The statue was a gift
from the people of
France. 

In 1965, the Gateway
Arch was completed in
St. Louis. It was
designed by Eero Saari-
nen, an American archi-
tect who was born in
Finland, to commemo-
rate the city’s role as the
“Gateway to the West.” 

In 1975, the Jay Coun-
ty High School volley-
ball team beat host
Union City 15-9, 15- 5 in
the opening round of
the volleyball sectional
tournament. Lee Hamp-
son led the Patriots with
six service points in the
second game. 

In 2007, Cristina Fer-
nandez de Kirchner
became the first woman
elected president of
Argentina. 

In 2020, the fourth-
ranked Fort Recovery
High School volleyball
team knocked off  the
No. 7 Marion Local Fly-
ers 25-17, 21-25, 25-22. 16-
25, 15-7 in the Division
IV District champi-
onship match at Fort
Site Fieldhouse. It
marked the Indians’
first district champi-
onship since 1991. 

—The CR

CR almanac

54/41 52/38 54/38 51/32 53/39
Wednes-

day’s forecast
shows a 74%
chance of
showers at
night with
winds at 15 to
25 mph.

Partly
sunny on Sun-
day when the
high will be in
the low to mid
50s.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are expected
Saturday,
when the low
may dip
around freez-
ing.

There’s an
80% chance of
showers
Thursday when
the low will be
around 38
degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Friday when
winds may
reach 10 to 20
mph.

Wednesday
10/29

Thursday
10/30

Friday
10/31

Saturday
11/1

Sunday
11/2

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$358 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$714 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 9-8-0
Daily Four: 7-8-9-3
Quick Draw: 4-9-10-13-

16-17-21-22-39-41-42-43-46-
53-57-60-70-73-75-77

Evening
Daily Three: 0-2-9
Daily Four: 9-6-7-8
Quick Draw: 3-4-12-16-

17-22-23-34-35-36-38-41-46-
47-53-54-56-58-66-67 

Cash 5: 14-20-21-36-45
Estimated jackpot:

$80,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-9-1
Pick 4: 2-8-0-7
Pick 5: 8-6-3-5-0
Evening
Pick 3: 5-6-0
Pick 4: 0-5-5-6
Pick 5: 3-5-2-4-6
Rolling Cash 5: 4-6-9-

11-24
Estimated jackpot:

$174,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.

Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-

ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-

lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of  the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

By JAMES FULKS
The Commercial Review

For those of  us who ran
the roads in the dark ages
BSR (before satellite
radio), our companion was
the 50,000-watt blowtorch
of  AM radio that covered
several states late at night
— 700 WLW out of  Cincin-
nati.

It was my lone compan-
ion for many thousands —
heck, probably my first
million — miles in those
old, rough-riding cabover
trucks.

WLW had a bevy of  tal-
ent around the clock.

Late nights, it was The
Truckin’ Bozo.

But during the key
“afternoon drive” slot, it

was Gary Burbank. At one
time, Gary was a huge
local celebrity in and
around Cincinnati.

He owned a chain of
restaurants called Bur-
bank’s Burbank’s Bar-B-Q,
and his signature Bur-
bank’s 911 Sauce was sold
in local grocery stores. It
even flavored a special edi-
tion bag of  Grippo’s potato
chips from the local brand.

Gary was also talented
with voice-over work, cre-
ating characters for come-
dy skits and commercials
for businesses across
northern Kentucky and
southwest Ohio.

One of  his most memo-
rable characters was his
trademark Earl Pitts,
Native American Red-
neck. Not to be confused
with an Indigenous Native
American — ole Earl was
a “’Murican long before
’Murica” became a com-
mon slang term.

It was always an enter-
taining show, and I made it
a point to tune in just to
hear a classic Earl Pitts
rant.

Gary also did a hilari-
ously biting parody of  “All
My Children” titled “All
My Bengals” during foot-
ball season, poking fun at
the Bengals during those
years when wins were few
and far between.

Gary has been off  the
air for several years now. I
genuinely miss his wit
and humor.

As I pass Evendale from
time to time, I still glance
over to the east side of
Interstate 75 and remem-
ber his old Burbank’s Bar-
B-Que restaurant. It was
always crowded and lively.
But it’s long gone now.
The building has been
razed, and an industrial

complex stands in its
place.

In the days before satel-
lite radio, Gary Burbank
was what many of  us on
the road considered “des-
tination radio.” You tuned
in because you knew you’d
get a laugh.

Sadly, the news has
come that Gary has
departed this mortal coil.

Perhaps somewhere up
above, Gary Burbank,
Wolfman Jack and Paul
Harvey are forming a
superstation. If  so, I hope
they save a channel on my
satellite radio so I can
tune in.

••••••••••
Radio legend Gary Bur-

bank, best known as the
longtime 700 WLW host
and the voice behind the
beloved character Earl
Pitts, Uhmerikun, has
passed away at age 84. 

A master of  “theater of
the mind,” Burbank enter-
tained listeners with a cast
of  unforgettable characters
including Gilbert Gnarley
and Howlin’ Blind Muddy
Slim, making him one of
the most creative personali-
ties in talk radio history.
His impact was recognized
with multiple Marconi
Awards and his 2012 induc-
tion into the Radio Hall of
Fame, cementing his lega-
cy as one of  broadcasting’s
most influential voices.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Your One-StopTire Shop
TTIIRREE CCEENNTTEERR

442211 NN.. MMeerriiddiiaann,, PPoorrttllaanndd

226600--772266--88994477

““WWhheerree TTiirreess AArree
NNoott AA SSiiddeelliinnee””

Burbank’s radio show left an impact
Fulksy

Mayhem

Alyssa M. Leonhard, 24, Port-
land, and Kevin T. Marcum, 23,
Portland

David G. Graber, 23, Bryant,
and Abigail M. Rumschlag, 22,
Decatur

Eric A. Bradshaw, 30, Dunkirk,
and Hannah J. Elliott, 31,
Dunkirk

Bradley S. Eldridge, 34, Port-
land, and Avery M. Moore, 25,
Portland

Rochelle R. Scott, 35, Bryant,
and Brandon A. Norris, 35,
Bryant

Luke A. Blacklaw, 22, Con-
way, Arkansas, and Brennan G.
Miller, 24, Dunkirk

Elma B.M. Schwartz, 19,
Bryant, and Paul C. Wickey, 19,
Bryant

Mary S. Gilbert, 41, Port-
land, and Joshua L. Harter, 30,
Portland

Nadia L. Hardman, 21, Port-
land, and Alex R. McFarland,
24, Portland

Melissa S. Ausland, 37, Port-
land, and Austin L. Eckes, 28,
Portland

Marriage licenses

Community Calendar
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We spend a lot of  time talking
about the problem of  polariza-
tion in today’s politics. If  you get
right down to it, however, most
of  that happens, well, at the
fringes — either end of  the pole,
if  you will.

What’s more normal, in our
experience, is for the average
American to question whether
either political party cares
about regular people at all.

Recent polling bears that out,
and is particularly unfavorable
for Democrats.

The Searchlight Institute
asked Americans which politi-
cal party they believe wants
them to have certain hallmarks

of  a good life — things such as
wealth, marriage and kids. On
every measure but one — “feel-
ing stable in your personal life”
— more respondents chose
Republicans. Yet on no issue did
a majority of  Americans believe
either party genuinely wants
those outcomes for them,
reflecting broad and growing
distrust in both sides. The poll
also found that independent vot-

ers prioritize affordability
above all else.

Searchlight is a new think
tank that has Democrat ties. Its
founder, Adam Jentleson, is a
longtime Democratic Party
strategist who founded Search-
light to push back toward issues
Americans care about most. So
stipulated, and with that in
mind we take all of  this with the
proverbial grain of  salt.

Still, we weren’t surprised to
see what people’s responses
showed. More poll respondents
said that of  the two parties,
Republicans, not Democrats,
want them to be able to build an
adult life (own a home, own a
vehicle, start a family).

These are the same priorities

respondents said they have for
their own lives.

No matter how much people
try to paint white picket fences
and minivans as square, the real-
ity is they’re still — directionally
— what most people want. If
Jentleson’s aim is to moderate an
increasingly radical Team Blue,
this certainly equips him with a
solid rationale.

“Democrats are also clearly
failing to articulate a vision that
champions the personal achieve-
ments and prosperity that most
Americans seek throughout
their lives — and that’s some-
thing that the party will have to
grapple with,” Searchlight
authors conclude.

Also interesting is to note how

respondents view each party’s
top issues. Republicans came out
as the party of  immigration
issues, crime, foreign policy,
taxes and the economy. Democ-
rats? They were viewed as the
party focused on gun control,
racism, health care, housing and
abortion.

People are searching for
grown-ups willing to step up and
lead on both sides, but especially
on the left. They want a political
ecosystem that yields an Ameri-
ca in which people can afford to
live.

We didn’t need polling to
understand that, but it doesn’t
hurt to see the numbers bear it
out. We hope party leadership is
listening.

Americans don’t feel represented

By SYLVIA GHAZARIAN
October is Domestic

Violence Awareness
Month, and many of  you
may remember this online
viral question last
year: “Would you rather
be alone in the woods with
a bear, or a man?” 

For many women and
gender-diverse people, the
answer is instant: the
bear. 

That’s not a joke; it’s a
reflection of  survival
instincts sharpened by a
culture that too often
excuses male violence,
protects predators, and
blames victims.

The truth is the bear
will follow its nature. It’s
not trying to humiliate
you, control you, or con-
vince you it loves you
before hurting you. It
won’t gaslight you into
silence or tell the world
you “wanted it.” But a
man, especially in a socie-
ty steeped in rape culture
might.

Every day, survivors of
sexual assault, domestic
violence, and coercive
control navigate the fall-
out of  trauma, stigma,
and disbelief. They’re told
to stay quiet, to protect
reputations, to move on.
Yet our headlines keep
reminding us what sur-
vivors have always
known: power protects
power. The Epstein case
revealed an entire net-
work of  wealthy, connect-
ed men exploiting young
girls with institutions
turning a blind eye. Even
with the Sean “Diddy”
Combs case, we see again
how fame, money, and
male entitlement form an
impenetrable shield.

This isn’t just about
celebrities. It’s about the
systems that allow this
violence to persist from
courtrooms to workplaces
to homes. Rape culture is
not just in the act itself;
it’s in the jokes made at
the office, the locker-room
talk brushed off  as “boys
being boys,” the way a
survivor’s clothing looks
or drinking habits become
part of  the defense strate-
gy. It’s the subtle ways
men learn to objectify and
dominate, and women
learn to shrink and sur-
vive.

And for many sur-
vivors, the trauma
extends to their reproduc-
tive autonomy. After an
assault, survivors may
face the agonizing deci-
sion of  whether to take
emergency contraception
(EC) or continue a preg-
nancy resulting from
rape. Access to EC is safe,
effective, and time-sensi-
tive and is a lifeline.  This

is where the Women’s
Reproductive Rights
Assistance Project
(WRRAP) works to help
fund survivors for abor-
tion care or EC. But in
some states, barriers, stig-
ma, and misinformation
make it harder for sur-
vivors to get it when they
need it most. No one
should have to face vio-
lence and have their
choices stripped away
afterward. 

We cannot talk about
intimate partner violence
without talking about con-
trol over bodies, choices,
and futures. Abortion
bans, restrictions on EC,
and attacks on reproduc-
tive health care are exten-
sions of  that same vio-
lence. They reinforce the
message that pregnant
people are not trusted to
make their own deci-
sions. 

When survivors say
they’d rather face a bear,
they’re not exaggerating.
They’re saying: I am more
afraid of  what men and
the systems protecting
them can do to me. That
should terrify all of  us.

We need to shift the con-
versation from asking
why women are afraid of
men to asking why men
aren’t afraid of  the harm
they cause. We need to
teach empathy over domi-
nance, accountability
over silence, and consent
as the baseline, not an
exception.

For survivors, October
isn’t just a month of
awareness, it’s a reminder
that they are not alone,
that their fear is valid,
and that healing begins
when we stop asking them
to carry shame for what
was done to them.

Until that day comes,
too many of  us will still
choose the bear.

••••••••••
Ghazarian is executive

director of  the Women’s
Reproductive Rights Assis-
tance Project (WRRAP), a
nonprofit abortion fund
that provides urgently
needed financial assis-
tance on a national level to
those seeking abortion or
emergency contraception.
She is an active Council
member on the California
Future of  Abortion Coun-
cil and past Chair of  The
Commission on the Status
of  Women.

Victims should
not carry shame

Guest
Editorial

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Writing and editing for The Post,
the student newspaper at Ohio Uni-
versity, is what made me the journal-
ist I am today. Watching what is hap-
pening to student journalism in Indi-
ana is devastating.

Moves at the state’s two flagships,
Purdue University and Indiana Uni-
versity, show that college news media
is in jeopardy.

Students learn the basics of  the job
in journalism courses. They learn the
history of  journalism, the ethics of
being a reporter and how to use tools
of  the craft.

But writing for a daily or weekly
publication gives you so much more.
The Post is where I learned to connect
with sources, build relationships, dig
into data and records and put togeth-
er stories that educate and connect
with readers.

It gave me true experience — not
like turning in a story to one profes-
sor for a grade.

At Purdue University, the adminis-
tration halted on-campus distribu-
tion of  The Exponent. The paper was
told to remove the “Purdue” part of
its name for all commercial uses. The
Purdue Student Publishing Founda-
tion currently has a trademark over
the name. The Exponent’s employees
are no longer allowed to buy campus
parking passes, either.

But it’s way worse at Indiana Uni-
versity, which has a proud history of
championing journalism and public
transparency.

Leaders at IU’s Media School pres-
sured the Indiana Daily Student’s
adviser to remove non-homecoming
stories from the special print edition
set to be published on campus last
week. The adviser resisted and was
fired. The school then canceled all
special print editions.

Look, many college papers are now
digital and that’s just a sad fact. Print
is expensive.

But the student media plan that IU

agreed to includes special print edi-
tions. This kind of  edition is especial-
ly important during homecoming,
when alumni are on campus and can
pick up the paper to see what’s going
on at their alma mater.

Administrators don’t want alumni
to see what’s up, apparently. They
only wanted fluff  pieces about home-
coming in the edition. And when stu-
dent journalists pushed back, IU can-
celed the entire thing with no notice.

So, what was so offensive that it
sparked this blowup? The entire edi-
tion was posted online. It includes 12
pages of  homecoming coverage —
and more.

A feature on a wrestling club. A
story on the data center boom. Dogs
in costumes at a parade. A photo
story on the Great Glass Pumpkin
Patch. A new Habitat for Humanity
build.

The only slightly controversial
piece is a story on a documentary
about free speech on the IU campus.

“This is not about print. This is
about a breach of  editorial independ-
ence,” a letter from Co-Editors Mia
Hilkowitz and Andrew Miller reads.
“If  IU decides certain types of  con-
tent are ‘bad for business,’ what stops
them from prohibiting stories that
hold them to account on our other
platforms?”

Many say this is “just” a special
print edition, but that’s how censor-
ship starts. The next time, students
could be told not to cover stories that
might embarrass the administration
in the online edition. And that’s not a
game to play.

There is a fair discussion to be had
about money. The IDS had run up a

deficit of  almost $1 million over a
decade, which the university cleared
last year. The Media School issued
a student media action plan that said
print editions are still important.

“We will maintain plans for exist-
ing special editions regularly pub-
lished during the academic year. Pre-
serving these high-revenue issues
will yield a net savings (print expense
reduction will outweigh lost revenue
from weekly editions) and will enable
student media to continue to provide
numerous and substantial opportuni-
ties for students to learn and practice
essential design and other skills asso-
ciated with the print operation,” it
reads.

I have seen a lot of  discussion about
the deficit and how it came to exist,
and I just want to note that many
activities on a campus individually
run a deficit. Public education isn’t a
business. It’s about teaching students
— and let me tell you, nothing works
better than doing it for real.

The entire Indiana University ath-
letics department ran a $3.1 million
deficit for the 2024 fiscal year, and I
didn’t hear anyone complaining.
There are absolutely individual
sports that lose money but are subsi-
dized by more high-profile sports.
And that’s fine, because sports are a
part of  the educational experience.
They teach teamwork, responsibility
and commitment.

All three of  those are also things
that student journalists learn at the
Indiana Daily Student.

The IU administration needs to
review its actions, and these students
deserve an apology. Gov. Mike Braun
remade the board of  trustees and this
is a great opportunity for them to step
in and reverse course.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indiana

Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

IU’s decisions deserve criticism

Sylvia
Ghazarian

Niki
Kelly
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:00 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

First Financial Bank’s food
drive concludes this week.

The bank will accept non-per-
ishable canned and boxed food
items at its Portland location,
112 N. Meridian St., Portland.
The drive will continue
through Friday, Oct. 31.

Ribbon-cutting set
Jay County Chamber of  Com-

merce is holding a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony this week for IU
Health Jay’s Rehab to Home
Activity Room.

The event will be held at 4
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 29, at IU
Health Jay, 500 W. Votaw St.,
Portland

The chamber is also prepar-
ing for its merchant trick-or-
treat event. It will be held from
5 to 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 31.

The chamber has also wel-
comed new members Jay Coun-
ty Conservation Club and Mix
on Meridian.

For more information, email
amanda@jaycountychamber.co
m or call (260) 726-4481.

Pork partnership
The Fort Wayne TinCaps and

Indiana Pork are donating
more than 2,000 ground pork
meals to Community Harvest
Food Bank of  Northeast Indi-
ana.

The donation comes after the
team sold 2,000 tenderloin sand-
wiches at Parkview Field this
season. For each sandwich sold,
a pork meal is being donated.

“We’re thrilled to have a part-
nership that results in so much

good for our community,” said
TinCaps vice president of  mar-
keting and promotions Michael
Limmer in a news release.
“We’re proud that a fun name
and idea like the Hoosier State
Tenderloins has translated into
the opportunity to provide
more than 2,000 meals this sea-
son for local families in need.”

Hosting drive
Menards stores are serving

as drop sites for food pantries
this month.

Customers are invited to
donate non-perishable food
items such as cereal, soup,
peanut butter and other canned
or boxed items. They will be
accepted through Friday, Oct.
31.

Stores in Muncie and Rich-
mond in Indiana and Celina in
Ohio are participating.

VP named
Ball State University recently

named Michael G. Fowler as its
next vice president for business
affairs and treasurer.

Fowler will come to BSU after
spending more than a decade in
financial roles at Indiana Uni-
versity where he is currently
the assistant dean of  finance

and administration in the Col-
lege of  Arts and Sciences. He
will start his new role Jan. 5.

“I am impressed with Mike’s
passion for higher education,”
said Ball State president Geof-
frey S. Mearns in a news
release. “He believes in the
transformative power of  a uni-
versity to change the lives of
students, faculty, staff, gradu-
ates, and our friends and neigh-
bors. I am confident that his
thoughtful and strategic
approach to resource steward-
ship will serve our University
well as we pursue our mission
and our long-term strategic
goals.”

Nearing completion
Indiana Michigan Power’s

project to improve electrical
infrastructure along Tillotson
Avenue in Muncie is nearing
completion.

The company announced last
week that work on transmis-
sion lines is entering its final
phase, which includes under-
ground line replacement in
Halteman Village, impacting
Twickingham Drive, Tillotson
Avenue and Riggin Road. Over-
head lines will also be replaced
on Bethel and Tillotson
avenues near Northside Middle
School and Ball State Universi-
ty’s Scheumann Stadium. Road
closures will be instituted on a
block-by-block basis.

“Our crews are working as
quickly and safely as possible,”
said Rob Keisling, I&M exter-
nal affairs manager, in a news

release. “We appreciate the
community’s ongoing patience
and cooperation while we work
to improve reliability.”

Opening local
Bowen Health is opening a

new clinic in Kokomo.
The organization that offers

mental health care, psychiatric
services, substance use coun-
seling and Medication Assisted
Treatment will hold a ribbon-
cutting for its new site at 11
a.m. Monday, Nov. 10. The new
site will host a psychiatric
nurse practitioner, doctor,
licensed clinical social worker,
licensed mental health coun-
selor and licensed clinical
addiction counselor.

Bowen Health serves north-
east Indiana including Jay,
Blackford, Delaware, Adams
and Wells counties.

Professor chosen
NASA has selected Grethe

Hystad, a Purdue University
Northwest professor, to be part
of  its project to develop new
ways to search for life in the
solar system.

Hystad will be part of
“Advancing Multi-Messenger
Biosignature Techniques with
Machine Learning,” which will
explore whether life exists else-
where in the solar system. She
will share in a $5 million grant,
with her work focusing on
developing machine learning
methods.

“It’s very exciting to be a part
of  this team,” said Hystad in a

news release. “This project is a
natural extension of  my previ-
ous work. I’ve had the opportu-
nity to collaborate with some
of  the scientists involved prior
to this project and I’m looking
forward to working with them
again.”

Discussions planned
Registration is open for the

annual conference of  the
American Society of  Agricul-
tural Consultants.

The conference will be held
Nov. 2 through 4 at Embassy
Suites by Hilton Indianapolis
North. It will feature speakers
each day, with Margy Eck-
elkamp of  Farm Journal’s Top
Producer brand moderating a
“What I wish I knew
then/What I know now” panel
discussion.

For more information, or to
register, visit agconsultants.org.

Awards set
Indiana Chamber of  Com-

merce will host its annual
awards dinner at 5 p.m. Nov. 5
at the JW Marriott Indianapo-
lis.

Daymond John, founder of
FUBU and a longtime star of
“Shark Tank,” will be the fea-
tured speaker.

Individual tickets are $195.
For more information, visit
indianachamber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have news

to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included
in our weekly business roundup.

Food drive concludes this week
Business
roundup

Ribbon
cuttings

Jay County
Chamber of Commerce
held several ribbon-
cutting ceremonies
recently. 

Pictured upper right
is the event for Drew
Houck’s new Edward
Jones location at 905
N. Meridian St. in the
former CrossRoads
Financial Federal Credit
Union site. 

At lower right is the
ceremony for Sip-N-
Groove, a new
smoothie and juice bar
at 124 W. Walnut St.,
Portland.

Photos provided



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
AUCTION

Evening Optimists of
Portland, Saturday,

November 1st, 10:00am-
?. Smitley’s Auction
House, 119 E Main,
Portland. Door prizes
every hour. Items in

Auction: Miscellaneous,
personal, household
items, gift certificates

and food items. All new!
Proceeds to fund Opti-
mist projects and Christ-
mas families. Sandwich-
es, pies, drinks to pur-
chase. Lacey Smitley
will be the auctioneer.

AU10600051
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

TRIPLE A
WOODWORKING

Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, 
Interior Trim,
Windows, 

Doors, Siding, 
Decks, Drywall, 
and Painting

(260)-227-0875

   
 

 
  

    
 

   

  

V

FREE EST. FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING-TOPPING-
REMOVAAL-STUMP GRINDING

Firewood 4 Sell
Bucket Truck & BobCat

Services Avail.
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Andy King

   
 

 
  

    
 

   

  Andy King
765-881-1611

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 2773 W 75 S,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning 

NOVEMBER 1, 2025
10:00 A.M.
GUNS

Cascade .300 PRC bolt
action rifle with scope;
Weatherby 30.06 bolt
action rifle with scope;
KelTec Sub 2000 - 22
mag; MAC 12 gauge

semi-automatic shotgun;
Savage Model 340 -
30/30 bolt action rifle;
Hi-Point Model 1095 -
10 mm semi-automatic
rifle; H & R 1871 - 12
gauge pump shotgun;
Glock .40 caliber semi-
automatic pistol; Hi-

Point Model C9 - 9mm
luger semi-automatic
pistol, LARGE SELEC-
TION OF AMMO TO

INCLUDE: 5.56, .22, .22
MAG, 9mm, .45 12

gauge and slugs; pocket
knives; and other items

not listed.
TOOLS - OLD ITEMS
Stihl RB830 power

washer; Delco tool cart
on wheels; Dewalt metal
saw; Bosch wood saw;
Polaris 330 Magnum 4 x
4 (non-running); saw

horses; furniture clamps;
augers; pulleys; grinder;
U Haul metal sign; Miller

Beer sign; ox yoke;
Daisy butter churns;

fishing poles; wood tote;
oil cans; corn jobber;
and many other items

not listed.
OWNER: DAVID GLAS-

GOW
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Auburn Street,

Dunkirk, IN.
Tuesday Evening 

OCTOBER 28, 2025 
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
This parcel of land con-
sists of 3.408 acres of
bare land located in

Dunkirk Indiana.   This
property is zoned resi-
dential.    This property
would make a nice
investment for further
development or a nice

building site.
Terms of Sale are 20%

down day of auction and
balance due at closing.
Seller to provide Title

Insurance and Warranty
Deed.       Seller to pay
the November 2025 tax
installment and Buyer to
assume taxes due and
payable of May 2026
and thereafter.  Any

statements day of sale
take precedence over

previously written or oral
matter.  Seller confirma-

tion day of sale.
For more information
contact  Gary Loy Auc-
tioneer 260-726-5160 or
Kim Loy, Real Estate
Broker (260) 726-2700

RKM LLC
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY NOVEM-

BER 1st, 2025
TIME  10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 7928 W 600
S. Redkey, IN

TRACTORS - VEHI-
CLES - BULLDOZER
JD 5300 MFWD w/ JD
540 Loader 4,000

Hours. Agco Aliss 8785
Tractor w/ CHA. 2016
Chevy Equinox LT w/
23,900 Miles. 2011
Cadillac Escalade w/
84,300 Miles.  Ditch

Witch 330 Trencher w/
Front Blade. 

FARM EQUIPMENT -
SHOP EQUIPMENT
Rhino 1,000 7’ Power
Angle 3pt Blade. Inter-
national 3pt 4 Bottom

Plow. Parker 165 Bushel
Hopper Wagon. Metal
Fence Posts. Suitcase
Weights. 500 Gallon
Fuel Tank. Reddy

Heater. Paint Sprayer.
Wheelbarrow. Lawn

Sweeper. Lawn Roller.
Shop, Hand, and Lawn

and Garden Tools. 
ANTIQUES - HOUSE-

HOLD
Horse Drawn Buggy.
Lard Press. Feed Cart.
Vanity w/ Stool. Old

Cameras. 2 Drawer Mar-
ble Top Table. (2) Horse

Saddles. Chair w/
Ottoman. Indiana Glass-
ware. Cast Iron Skillets.
Portable Type Writer.
Christmas Decorations.
And Other Alike Items. 
OWNER: Ernest F Fugi-
ett, Deceased, by Edna

Louise Fugiett 
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny. The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street, Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day or email
business@thecr.com.
NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

FALL MARKET
Menchhofer Farms 
5679 Wabash Rd., 
Coldwater, OH 
419-942-1502 

Open Thursday-Sunday 
1pm-7pm

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review

CALL 

726-8141
 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 7928 W 600 S. Redkey, IN

SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 1st, 2025

10:00 A.M. 
TRACTORS – VEHICLES – BULLDOZER

JD 5300 MFWD w/ JD 540 Loader 4,000 Hours.
Agco Aliss 8785 Tractor w/ CHA. 2002 Chevy 2500
HD 4x4 w/ 23,900 Actual Miles Regular Cab. 2016
Chevy Equinox LT w/ 23,900 Miles. 2011 Cadillac
Escalade w/ 84,300 Miles. MF Crawler w/ Straight
Blade. JD AMT 626 5 Wheel Gator. Ditch Witch
330 Trencher w/ Front Blade. D-100 Backhoe
Attachment. Simon Man Lift. 

FARM EQUIPMENT – SHOP EQUIPMENT
Rhino 1,000 7’ Power Angle 3pt Blade. International
3pt 4 Bottom Plow. Parker 165 Bushel Hopper
Wagon. 14’ Single Cultipacker. 3pt Post Hole Auger.
3pt Boom. Flat Bed Hay Wagon. Hay Bale Mover.
Tile Cart. (2) Grain Augers. Metal Fence Posts.
Suitcase Weights. 500 Gallon Fuel Tank. Acetylene
Cutting Set. Lincoln 225 Welder. Coleman 5000
Watt Generator. Portable Air Compressor. Air Tank.
Bench Model Drill Press. Reddy Heater. Paint
Sprayer. Wheelbarrow. Lawn Sweeper. Lawn Roller.
Shop, Hand, and Lawn and Garden Tools.  

ANTIQUES – HOUSEHOLD
Horse Drawn Buggy. Lard Press. Feed Cart. Vanity
w/ Stool. Old Cameras. 2 Drawer Marble Top Table.
(2) Bar Chairs. Childs Sled. Milk Jug. Coffee
Grinder. (2) Horse Saddles. Chair w/ Ottoman.
Indiana Glassware. Sterling Silver Butter Dish.
Collectible Dishware. Flatware. Corning Ware.
Stone Ware. Cast Iron Skillets. Pots, Pans, Cooking
Utensils. Figurines. Lamps. Vases. Coffee Tables.
End Tables. Small Kitchen Appliances. Coat Rack.
Table w/ 4 Chairs. Sofa. Rocking Chair. Sewing
Machine and Cabinet. Full Size Bed Complete. Twin
Bed Complete. 5 and 4 Drawer Dressers. Console
Stereo. Portable Type Writer. Christmas
Decorations. And Other Alike Items. 

OWNER: Ernest F Fugiett
Deceased, by Edna Louise Fugiett .

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for
more photos.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS

Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2025 TERM

In the Matter of the Estate of
KATHRYN SUE BATES, 

Deceased
No. 38C01-2510-EU-000026

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that Kim-
berly Sue Lloyd was, on the
22nd day of October, 2025, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Kathryn Sue
Bates deceased, who died on
December 19, 2022.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
22nd day of October, 2025.

HINKLE, RACSTER,
SCHEMENAUR & LANDER

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Melissa Elliott

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 10-28,11-4-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT 
2025 TERM 

In the Matter of 
the Unsupervised
Administration of 

the Estate of:
No. 38CO1-2510-EU-000027

Kipp Bradley Horine
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that Jes-
sica L. Horine and Wesley A.
Schemenaur was, on the 22nd
day of October, 2025, appointed
Personal Representative of the
estate of Kipp Bradley Horine
deceased, who died on July 5th,
2019.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 22nd day of October, 2025.

HINKLE, RACSTER,                                              
SCHEMENAUR & LANDER

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 10-28,11-4-2025-HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Wednesday

Fort Recovery — Volleyball regional semifinal
vs. Arcanum at Northmont – 8 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6 p.m. — NHL: Pittsburgh Penguins at
Philadelphia Flyers (ESPN)

6:45 p.m. — MLS: Charlotte FC at New York

City (FS1)
8 p.m. — MLB World Series: Toronto Blue Jays

at Los Angeles Dodgers (FOX)
8 p.m. — College football: James Madison at

Texas State (ESPN2)
8:15 p.m. — NHL: Detroit Red Wings at St.

Louis Blues (FDSN Indiana)
8:30 p.m. — NHL: Washington Capitals at Dal-

las Stars (ESPN)
11 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clippers at Gold-

en State Warriors (NBC)

11 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings at San
Jose Sharks (ESPN)

Wednseday
7 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at Boston

Celtics (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Jacksonville

State at Middle Tennessee (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — MLB World Series: Toronto Blue Jays

at Los Angeles Dodgers (FOX)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Dallas

Mavericks (FDSN Indiana)
9:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lakers at Min-

nesota Timberwolves (ESPN)

Local notes
Cooper to host

Cooper Farms will host its 18th Annual Turkey
Trot 5K benefitting EverHeart Hospice on Nov. 1.

The race will begin at Cooper Farms Turkey Har-
vesting Plant at 1 Cooper Farms Drive, St. Henry,
OH. Registration is at 9 a.m. with the race beginning

at 10 a.m.
There will be age groups from 9-and-younger to

60-and-older. Awards will be handed out to the top
female and male from each age group.

Refreshments and a to-go turkey meal will be
provided for all runners.

For more information on registering, visit speedy-
feet.com and search “Cooper Farms Turkey Trot 5K”
or email Tonya Huber at tonyah@cooperfarms.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

details to sports@thecr.com

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Along with win-

ning the race to 10,
the Tribe dominated
from behind the serv-
ice line. It collected
17 points (22.7%) on
aces. Ranly led the
way by dropping six
balls in, while Will-
mann followed with
five.

“Coach always tells
us to stay aggressive
behind the line,”
Ranly said. “We knew
coming in, that’s one
of  the areas we can
take them out in. So I
just really focused
back there to make
sure everything goes
well.”

Along with the
strong serving, the
Tribe hitters found
their groove. Muh-
lenkamp led Fort
Recovery with 11
kills, while Homan
and Willmann fol-
lowed with nine and
eight, respectively.

The spikers fed off
of  each other as they
strung together four
consecutive kills dur-
ing two of  their runs.

“I was happy about
that,” Guggenbiller
said. “We did a drill
the other day where
you lose a point if
you don’t win your
free ball sent your
way. … They sent a

lot of  free balls over
today because we
were really aggres-
sive and I thought
our girls were able to
put it on the court.”

While Fort Recov-
ery returned three
starters and another
rotation player from
last season, it had to
grow with freshmen
stepping into the
libero and setter
roles this season.

Next up, they will
have a regional semi-
final match against
Arcanum (20-5), a
team the Tribe swept
during the regular
season. A victory
would then pit the
team against Fair-
field Christian or No.
2 St. Henry, which
beat FRHS in three
sets.

“It feels great to go
from not even being
.500 to being district
champions,” said
Muhlenkamp. “The
biggest thing has just
been being patient
with each other.
Obviously, when you
have your libero and
your setter, the two
people who touch the
ball the most, are
freshmen, there’s
going to be some mis-
takes and a lot of
growing and learn-
ing.”

Back ...Continued from page 8
Though running on the same

regional course as a year ago at Hunt-
ington University, the path around
the property was changed. Garringer
felt the layout suited him better.

In the tightly packed field, the dif-
ference became clear by the end of
the race. He beat eight of  the 14 run-
ners who had finished ahead of  him
at the sectional meet just a week ear-
lier as he finished 49th in 17 minutes,
0.8 seconds.

“This new course at Huntington, I
like it a lot better,” he said. “I could
really see people and I could see my
goals, where I needed to be …

“There were a lot more straight-
aways. Last year there were a lot of
sharp turns and the finish was like a
U-turn … so it really slowed you
down.”

Despite missing three weeks this
season because of  hip and knee
issues, he finished less than 30 sec-
onds away from a state berth as Cen-
tral Noble’s Kyle Knafel claimed the
final spot in 16:32.9.

“He ran really well,” said JCHS
assistant coach Jared Owens, again
standing in for coach Gabby Williams
during her maternity leave. “He's
continuing to work hard and keep his
head up and continues to strive to get
better. He really has a passion to be
great …

“It’s awesome to see him continue
to fight and grow. … I thought he ran
a really good race. It’s cool to see his
improvement just over the last three
weeks from ACAC to sectional.”

Sophomores Ava May and Brook-
lyn Byrum led the way for the Patriot
girls. May was hanging around the
70th position at the mile mark before
slipping back a few places at the two-
thirds point of  the race. But she
climbed back up, passing several run-
ners down the final stretch and near-
ly catching Leo’s Audri Bultemeier at
the finish as she placed 68th in 20:37.4

seconds.
Her time was eight seconds faster

than she ran at the 2024 regional.
(West Noble freshman Karla
Dominguez earned the last individ-
ual state-qualifying position with her
37th-place finish in 19:39.5.)

Saturday proved much better for
Byrum than at the sectional meet,
where she was the No. 5 runner for
JCHS. In the regional race, she was
trailing just a bit behind May at the
mile but at a career-best pace. 

She crossed the finish line more

than two minutes faster than the pre-
vious weekend, coming in 87th in
21:04.4.

Byrum, who was 45 seconds faster
than in her freshman season, said she
preferred the colder weather with a
race time temperature of  41 degrees
as compared to the 70s at the section-
al meet.

“The one thing I never question
about Brooklynn is her effort,” said
Owens. “Her effort, no matter what
the day is, is always going to be top-
notch. She’s super competitive. …

“She bounced back great and ran
really well and finished with the PR
to end the season. … It’s great to see
her success.”

Jessie Homan, a sophomore,
turned in a time of  21:30.2 for 111th
place. The Patriots’ final scoring run-
ners — sophomore Abby Fifer and
senior Paityn Wendel — finished
side-by-side in 22:17.6 and 22:17.7 for
148th and 149th, respectively. Senior
Alexis Sibray (161st – 22:28) and
Alyvia Muhlenkamp (241st – 30:25)
also competed for the Patriot girls.

Freshman Grant Glentzer got some
valuable experience in a regional
race as he came in 165th in 18:19.7,
while senior Max Klopfenstein closed
his career with a time of  19:19.3 for
220th place.

The race marked the end of  the
high school careers for Wendel,
Sibray and Klopfenstein.

“It’s gonna be definitely difficult to
lose them. A lot of  it is their mindset,
their attitude. Paityn and Alexis,
they’ve really taken on a leadership
role. I’ve seen them grow in that
capacity … They really focused on
growing the team atmosphere and
really care about not just them doing
well but the entire team doing well. …

“Max, he’s somebody we can
always look at as a good role model
for the younger boys. … He’s showed
them, ‘Hey, this is what you need to do
to continue to improve.”

Ending ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Ava May runs at the
regional meet, in which she
finished 68th with a time of
20:37.4.
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9Macaroni Salad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.99//lb
Provolone Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.99/lb
Ring Bologna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2.99/lb
Pickle & Pimento Loaf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.99/lb

FF

$299
lb

X

Pork
Chops $899

lb

lb

$339
lb

X--Lean Bulk

Sausage

Chuck Roasts

$789
lb

Stew Meat$399
Marinated

Boneless
Chops
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Sports
Tuesday, October 28, 2025

FRHS cross country had its
season end at the regional, 
see story below

FR volleyball to face
Arcanum in regional semi,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

KETTERING, Ohio —
There’s no clock in volleyball,
so the victor is often decided
by who makes the least mis-
takes and which team can con-
trol momentum.

Based on the start to the first
set, things didn’t look good for
the Indians. But they
reclaimed the lead and reached
10 points first in all three sets
en route to a sweep of  the Wild-
cats.

Fort Recovery High School’s
volleyball team rolled to a 25-
11, 25-12, 25-14 victory over the
No. 6 seed Houston Wildcats in
the OHSAA Division VI South-
west 3 District championship
hosted by Fairmont on Satur-
day morning.

“We did a great job control-
ling the game from start to fin-
ish, so I’m very proud of  how
our girls played,” FRHS coach
Travis Guggenbiller said. “No
matter what path you have,
you’re going to face obstacles
and you have to handle those
obstacles that come your way.
Our girls have really been
focusing on how we get better
each and every day.”

With the win, No. 2 seed Fort
Recovery (13-12) earned its
fifth district title and second in
a row and a date with top-seed-
ed Arcanum in the regional
semifinal at 8 p.m. Wednesday
at Northmont.

It was not the prettiest start
for the Tribe Saturday, as it
gave up the first four points on
a Kenna Dues service error, a
Brynn Willmann hitting error
and a pair of  Olivia Burks
aces. Fort Recovery stole a
point on an Olivia Maier serv-
ice error, but Houston (10-15)

went up 5-1 on a double hit by
Kayden Ranly.

FRHS finally woke up to go on a
9-1 run with three Bridget Homan
kills, two put downs by Cameron
Muhlenkamp, an Alexis Grisez
kill, two Ranly aces and a Muh-
lenkamp ace.

“We’ve been putting a lot of
emphasis on that in practice on
how we want to start strong.”
Guggenbiller said. “You win
80% of  your games if  you get
first to 10 and are able to finish
strong when you get to 20. Over-

all, I believe we were able to
achieve a majority of  that
today.”

Fort Recovery went on early
runs in the second and third
sets. The Indians scored five
points in a row in the second to

go up 5-1 before another spurt of
six unanswered gave them an 11-
3 advantage. The teams traded
points back and forth to start the
third before another six straight
points gave FRHS a 10-5 lead.

See Back page 7

Back-to-back
Tribe takes down Houston in three sets for second straight district title

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School’s Kayden Ranly (11) blocks an attack by Olivia Burks of Houston on Saturday during the OHSAA
Division VI Southwest 3 District championship at Fairmount. The Tribe took down the Wildcats in the minimum with a 25-11,
25-12, 25-14 victory to claim its second consecutive district title.

FR’s season ends at regional

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

HUNTINGTON — Still
trying to fight his way
back into form after miss-
ing three weeks because
of  an injury, Caleb Gar-
ringer was frustrated with
his sectional performance.

While his season came
to an end Saturday, his
spirits were much higher
as he kept himself  in con-
tention for a state berth.

The Jay County High
School junior improved

his time by more than 35
seconds over the previous
week and was the top
Patriot finisher in Satur-
day’s regional meet hosted
by New Haven at Hunting-
ton University.

“It was a good bounce
back from the injury,” said
Garringer, who finished
49th overall in a field of
247 athletes. “I’m happy
with it.”

Ava May’s 68th-place
finish topped the list for
the JCHS girls, who were

15th out of  25 teams with
444 points.

Concordia took the girls
title with 49 points ahead
of  Homestead (62), Carroll
(133), Warsaw (137) and
Columbia City (147). The
top five teams and top 15
individuals from non-qual-
ifying teams advanced to
Saturday’s IHSAA Cross
Country State Finals at
LaVern Gibson Champi-
onship Cross Country
Course in Terre Haute.

See Ending page 7

Ending at regional

The Tribe made the push to regional,
but they couldn’t advance any further.

The Fort Recovery High School cross
country teams had their season end at
the OHSAA Division III Regional 11
hosted by Troy on Saturday.

The Tribe girls competed as a team,
earning 300 points to place 11th. West
Liberty Salem claimed the top spot
with a 64, while Fort Loramie (79), Ver-
sailles (96) and Cedarville (108) earned
the other state berths. Cedarville won
the boys race with an 86.

Makenna Huelskamp paced the girls
with a time of  20 minutes, 44.38 seconds
to claim 28th place. She was 31.58 sec-
onds behind Claire Stull of  Newton
Local, who claimed the final of  eight
individual state berths.

Other scores for the Indian girls came

from Riley Heitkamp (43rd – 21:11.97),
Madison Heitkamp (75th – 22:30.50),
Kendall Ranly (118th – 24:38.26) and
Yoselin Juarez-Gomes (133 – 26:31.21).

The top placement for the boys
belonged to Alex Roessner, who’s
17:34.027 had him crossing the finish
line in 47th. Calvary Christian’s John
Gaertner claimed the last of  10 individ-
ual spots at state with a time of
16:58.04.

The Indians had five more boy run-
ners and two girls compete at the
regional. They were Reese Diller (84th –
18:23.05) Russell Hart (92nd – 18:32.85),
Gavin Heitkamp (114th – 19:04.99),
Andon Roessner (116th – 19:07.24),
Andrew Rehmert (120th – 19:14.96),
Addyson Heitkamp (134th – 26:38.72)
and Claire Grube (144th – 27:57.25).

Garringer, May lead Patriots in finale

Caleb
Garringer of Jay County
High School makes a
turn on the Huntington
Univesity cross country
course during Satruday’s
regional meet. The junior
finished 49th in 17
minutes, 0.8 seconds.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney


