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Shrack
to take
over for

Sutton

Head of
security
will be new
superintendent

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

The courthouse has a
new superintendent.

Jay County Commission-
ers hired Monte Shrack as
Jay County Courthouse
superintendent on Monday.

Former courthouse
superintendent Bruce Sut-
ton resigned Oct. 28. Com-
missioners president Chad
AKker said Sutton retired
from the job. He worked at
the courthouse for nearly
11 years, starting as a cus-
todian and moving into the

superintendent position
approximately eight years
ago.

Shrack currently serves
as head of courthouse
security. He’s worked a few
different stints for law
enforcement agencies for
about 10 years, having
spent time at Redkey Police
Department as well as Jay
County Sheriff’s Office.

Shrack explained after
the meeting Monday that
he’s ready for a change of
pace and looks forward to
starting a different job. He
pointed to nearly 35 years
of experience in mainte-
nance. Shrack spent 18
years in the heat treat
department at Key Fasten-
ers Corporation in Berne
before shifting to become a
police officer. He also
spent about four years as a
maintenance worker at
Jay County Hospital amid
its transition to IU Health
Jay.

“I just like being a little
more active and just like
the hands-on and taking
things apart,” Shrack said.

Commissioners Doug
Horn and Aker, absent
Duane Monroe, formally
offered the position to
Shrack at the meeting
Monday. Shrack accepted
and submitted his resigna-
tion to Jay County Sher-
iff’s Office, with plans to
begin his new job Nov. 24.

Also Monday, commis-
sioners formally approved
aresolution to transfer sev-
eral properties to Dunkirk
Industrial Development
Corporation.

Commissioners agreed
last month to move for-
ward with the process after
Jay County Development
Corporation executive
director Ceann Bales
explained 19 properties in
Dunkirk were up for tax
sale. Those properties,
along with 11 others across
Jay County, have not sold
in the last two tax sales.
More than $150,600 in back
taxes are owed on those
properties. Dunkirk loca-
tions makes up the largest
portion of the list for a
total of just over $96,000 in
back taxes owed.

Hopes are to remove any
existing structures and
seek private developers to
build. For lots unsuitable
for construction work, they
could be offered to adjoin-
ing property owners.

County attorney Wes
Schemenaur explained the
resolution Monday served
as the first step in the
process.

See Commissioners page 2

In review

www.thecr.com

$1

Happy 250th

World War II, and recognition of all Marine veterans in attendance.

Museum of the Soldier in Portland held a birthday party Sunday for the U.S. Marine Corps, celebrating 250 years
since its founding. The event included a presentation from Jessamyn Harter, also known as The Pint-Size Patriot, about her
grandfather’s service on Iwo Jima and his lifelong effort to return artifacts to their rightful owners in Japan decades after
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State fair to downsize grandstand

By CHLOE WHITE
TheStatehouseFile.com

The State Fair Advisory Com-
mittee met recently to discuss
the impact of the 2025 state fair
and challenges members hope to
address before next summer.

Cindy Hoye, Indiana State
Fair Commission executive
director, shared statistics from
the 2025 fair — which drew
854,977 attendees in 15 days, a
slight increase over 2024’s atten-
dance — as well as plans for ren-
ovation of the fair campus.

One topic of conversation for
the committee was the renova-

Seating will be rebuilt to
accomodate an audience of 5,000

tion of the Hoosier Lottery
Grandstand.

Currently seating roughly
14,000, the Grandstand will be
rebuilt to hold a smaller audi-
ence of around 5,000.

“So the rationale behind it is

we’ve taken a look the last three
to four years, from band atten-
dance, from tractor pull atten-
dance, from harness racing and
the rodeo, and have found that
the maximum tickets that we
have ever sold is around 4,000, so

By ASHLEY MURRAY
States Newsroom
statesnewsroom.com

we think by coming back with a
5,000 seat facility would accom-
modate the events that are using
that space,” said Hoye.

While the fair brought in over
850,000 guests this summer, one
shortfall mentioned by guests
was the price of concessions.

Rep. Beau Baird, R-Greencas-
tle, agreed.

“I would personally echo that
concern, I took my nephew — he
wanted to try the specialty
pizza,” he said. “I think it was
$18, $19, $20 for a slice, and I was
thinking, I could buy two large
pizzas back home for that.”

Senate moves
to end shutdown

nia, Maggie Hassan and
Jeanne Shaheen of New
Hampshire, Tim Kaine of
Virginia, and Catherine

Temporary Cortez Masto and Jacky
y / Rosen of Nevada voted

f undlng blll with most of the GOP to
now moves advance the stopgap meas-
to House ure through a 60-40 proce-

dural vote.

Sen. Angus King of
Maine, an independent who
caucuses with Democrats,
also voted in support.

Fetterman, King and
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Farmland finds

Lori Lloyd of Farmland chats with customer Julia Howard on
Saturday during The Delts’ Holiday Crafts and Gifts Show. Xi chapter of
Delta Theta Tau celebrated its 40th anniversary hosting the show at
Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

Weather In review

WASHINGTON — Seven
U.S. Senate Democrats and
one independent joined
Republicans on Sunday
night in advancing legisla-
tion to reopen the govern-
ment and temporarily keep
it afloat until the end of
January, after a record-
breaking shutdown that
began Oct. 1.

Democratic Sens. Dick
Durbin of Illinois, John
Fetterman of Pennsylva-

Coming up

Cortez Masto had already
voted with Republicans on
the previous 14 votes to
reopen the government.
Until Sunday, Republicans
who control the chamber
did not have the 60 votes
needed to clear the fili-
buster threshold.

GOP Sen. Rand Paul of
Kentucky, who has consis-
tently voted against the
temporary funding meas-
ure, again cast a “no” vote.

See Senate page 2
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Jay County Public Library
will host a Farm-to-Table
Thanksgiving Dinner for pre-
school and elementary school
children at 6 p.m. Thursday.
Sessions are scheduled for 4
and 6:15 p.m. Registration is
required by calling (260) 726-
7890 or by stopping in at the
library, 315 N. Ship St., Port-
land.

Jay County had a high
temperature of 42 early
Sunday, dipping throughout
the day to a low of 29. About
2.5 inches of snow fell between
Sunday evening and 10 a.m.
Monday. The temperature will
be steady in the mid 30s
tonight. Wednesday’s high will
be in the upper 40s. See page 2
for an extended outlook.

The Portland Foundation
is accepting applications for

its winter grant cycle.
Deadlines are Jan. 5 for The
Portland Foundation,

Pennville Endowment and
Dr. Donald Johnson grant
applications, and Feb. 20 for
scholarships.

Applications are available
at portlandfoundation.org.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls basketball
opener against South Side.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.
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Felony court news

Drunk driving

A Portland man was placed on
house arrest after pleading
guilty in Jay Superior Court to
drunk driving.

John P. Randall, 46, 522 W.
Water St., pleaded guilty to oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxicated
endangering a person with a
passenger younger than 18 years
old, a Level 6 felony.

He was sentenced to 910 days
in Indiana Department of Cor-
rection and given two days cred-
it for time served. His sentence
will be served on home deten-
tion. Randall was fined $1,
assessed $189.50 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200 drug
and alcohol countermeasures
fee. The court also recommend-
ed Indiana Bureau of Motor
Vehicles suspend his license for
910 days retroactive to Feb. 24.

As part of his plea agreement,
the following charges were dis-
missed: a Level 6 felony for oper-

ating a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed, a Level 6 felony operating a
vehicle with a blood alcohol
level of 0.15% or more, a Level 6
felony for resisting law enforce-
ment, a Class A misdemeanor
for driving with a suspended
license and a habitual offender
enhancement.

Dealing drugs

A man was sentenced to 10
years in prison after pleading
guilty in Jay Circuit Court to
dealing methamphetamine.

Harley H. Golder, 29, pleaded
guilty to the Level 4 felony. He
was sentenced to 10 years in
Indiana Department of Correc-
tion and given credit for time
served. Golder was assessed $189
in court costs and ordered to pay
a $200 drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fee.
He was recommended for pur-
poseful incarceration, meaning
upon completing a substance

CR almanac

abuse program the court would
consider modifying his sen-
tence.

As part of his plea agreement,
a Level 5 felony for possession
of methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony for maintaining a com-
mon nuisance and a Level 6
felony for unlawful possession
of a syringe were dismissed.

Dependent neglect

A Berne man was placed on
house arrest after he pleaded
guilty to neglect of a dependent
and leaving the scene of an acci-
dent.

Alexander J. Mathews, 24, 117
W. Parr Road, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to neglect of
a dependent and leaving the
scene of an accident with bodily
injury, both Class A misde-
meanors.

He was sentenced to one year
in Jay County Jail with all but
60 days suspended and given two

Senate ...

Continued from page 1
The deal would also unlock full-
year funding for a vital food aid pro-
gram that serves 42 million Ameri-
cans and bring back federal workers

Senate Majority Leader John
Thune, R-South Dakota, said late Sun-
day on the Senate floor that he com-
mits to holding a separate vote on
health insurance subsidies no later

days credit for time served. His
sentence will be served on home
detention. Mathews was fined
$25, assessed $189.50 and placed
on probation for 305 days.

As part of his plea agreement,
the neglect of a dependent
charge was lessened from a
Class A misdemeanor.

Drug possession

Two Jay County residents
were sentenced to serve time for
possession of methampheta-
mine.

Ernest Fifer II, 52, 203 E. Main
Street, Bryant, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to posses-
sion of methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He also admitted
to being a habitual offender. He
was sentenced to one year in
Indiana Department of Correc-
tion, and his sentence was
enhanced to 1,460 days because
of his habitual offender
enhancement. Fifer was given

268 days credit for time served.
He was fined $1, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fee.
As part of his plea agreement, a
Level 6 felony for maintaining a
common nhuisance, a Class A
misdemeanor for possession of
marijuana and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of para-
phernalia were dismissed.
Cassandra M. Steinbrunner,
38, 310 South Middle St., Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. She was sentenced to 360
days in Jay County Jail with all
but 60 days suspended and given
14 days credit for time served.
Steinbrunner was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. She was also
placed on probation for 300 days.

care once the government was open’?
And now he must follow through. If
Republicans want to join us in lower-
ing costs for working families, they
have the perfect opportunity to show

fired by President Donald Trump
when the government was closed.

It does not include language
addressing skyrocketing premiums
for those enrolled in individual
health insurance plans in the Afford-
able Care Act marketplace, a major
sticking point for Democrats.

than the second week of December.

In a press conference following the
vote, Rosen said Democrats have “an
opportunity also to put Republicans
on the record on the ACA.”

“Are they committed to doing this?
Are they committed leaders who said,
“You can come to the table on health

the American public,” Rosen said.
New text of a temporary stopgap
funding deal proposes to keep the gov-
ernment open until Jan. 30.
This story was edited for length. To
read the full version, visit statesnews-
room.com.
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Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated
$900 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$490 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-2-4
Daily Four: 5-6-6-6
Quick Draw: 2-6-7-11-
20-21-25-27-30-36-38-39-41-
44-45-46-52-60-65-72
Evening
Daily Three: 6-0-1
Daily Four: 8-5-2-7
Quick Draw: 5-10-11-

13-19-24-29-39-40-42-43-45-
48-49-53-67-68-72-74-79
Cash 5: 10-12-26-32-45
Estimated  jackpot:
$180,500

Ohio

Sunday

Midday

Pick 3: 2-6-2

Pick 4: 7-4-8-5

Pick 5: 5-2-2-9-9

Evening

Pick 3: 9-9-3

Pick 4: 1-5-4-5

Pick 5: 9-6-6-9-5

Rolling Cash 5: 17-20-
28-30-34

Estimated
$120,000

jackpot:

Markets

Cooper Farms
Fort Recovery

(070) & s FOUSSTUUTRURR 4.41
Dec. corn ................. 4.47
Jan. corn ................. 4.50

POET Biorefining
Portland

(076) & s FORNNRTRREIRR 4.39
Nov./Dec. corn ........ 4.47
Jan. corn..........c..... 4.48

The Andersons

Richland Township

COrN v 4.24
Dec. corn..........c....... 4.34
Beans.......cuuuveeeeee. 11.11

ADM

Montpelier
COIMNuueeieeiiniiieeeenee, 4.24
Dec. corn.................. 4.28
Beans......ccoeuunnns 11.07
Late Nov. beans......11.09
Wheat .......ccoouvveeennne. 4.88
Heartland

St. Anthony

(070) 1 s FERRURURR 4.19
Dec. corn.................. 4.24
Beans......ccoouunnns 10.71
Nov. beans.............. 10.81
Wheat ......ccouuveennnn. 4.78

Today in history

In 1775, the US.
Marine Corps was found-
ed as the Continental
Congress ordered two
battalions to be raised for
the Revolutionary War.

In 1865, Confederate
prison commander
Henry Wirz was hanged
in Washington, D.C. The
leader of the infamous
prison in Andersonville,
Georgia, he was the only
Confederate officer exe-
cuted as a war criminal.

In 1871, Henry Stanley
of the New York Herald
greeted explorer David
Livingstone with “Dr.
Livingstone, I presume?”
upon finding him in
Africa. Livingstone had

gone on various govern-
ment-backed missions
exploring in the headwa-
ters of the Nile, Congo
and Zambezi rivers and
often disappeared for
months at a time.

In 1972, 136 pints were
collected from 143 donors
during a Fort Wayne Red
Cross Bloodmobile visit
to Portland.

In 2021, Jay County
Council approved eco-
nomic development
agreements and tax
abatements with Lee-
ward Renewable Energy
and Scout Clean Energy
for their planned solar
farms.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

6 p.m. — Ridgeville
Town Council, fire sta-
tion, 302 N. Walnut St.

Wednesday

5 pm. — Jay County
Redevelopment Commis-
sion special session, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Jay County
Plan Commission,

Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Commissioners ...

Continued from page 1

According to the resolu-
tion, commissioners will
host a public hearing on
the matter at 9 a.m. Nov.
24,

Also, commissioners
approved a financial com-
mitment letter to the Fed-
eral Highway Administra-
tion for reconstructing a
bridge along county road
400 North.

Jay County Highway
Department is applying
for a grant through the fed-
eral office to complete the
work estimated at $1.97
million. If approved, the
county would pay 20% of
the cost, or about $394,000.
The goal is to begin con-
struction in 2031.

Administrative  assis-
tant Stephanie Klarer also
talked about the highway
department’s work Mon-
day morning amid the sea-
son’s first snowfall, start-
ing with trucks taking to
the roads to begin spread-
ing salt about 5 a.m. Sever-
al workers who had been
scheduled for paid time off
were called in to help clear
the roads, Klarer said.

“We thank them for not
using their time off, and
we will see what tomorrow
brings,” she said. “I
thought today would be
OK, but I just got another
notification that there’s
another possible system
coming in tonight, so we’ll
have to kind of keep an eye
out for that and possibly
working on holiday tomor-
row, so we will see how
that goes.”

Additionally, Klarer
noted plans for Brice Fox
to begin as a highway
mechanic starting Nov. 17
as well as to move part-
time worker Jack Scott
into a full-time truck driv-
er position pending his
results on a Commercial
Driver’s License test.

Commissioners also:

«Approved the follow-
ing: a resolution setting
health savings account
rates for employees next
year, with the county to
contribute $125 to single-
member plans quarterly
and $250 to plans with
additional members quar-
terly; a right-of-way
agreement with Ameri-
can Electric Power to bore
under Brookview Drive at
Golf Brook Estates just
south of Portland; a
$591,797.85 claim from
Brumbaugh Construction
for work completed on the
Seventh Street bridge in
Portland, with a majority

of the cost covered
through a state Communi-
ty  Crossings  grant;

$42,445.40 in claims for
work completed in the
owner-occupied rehabili-
tation program; and a
$2,713 agreement with
Robert Brelsford for right-
of-way work along county
road 350 West just north
of Indiana 26.

«OK’d handling finan-
cial institutions tax and
commercial vehicle excise
tax distributions in the
same manner for Novem-
ber as they were handled
in May. County auditor

Emily Franks explained
recent state legislation
gave local legislative bod-
ies the option to change
how those dollars are dis-
tributed, allowing com-
missioners to deposit dis-
tributions into the county
general fund if desired.

*Re-appointed Tracy
Carpenter and Carolyn
Journay to Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees.

*Accepted a $25 dona-
tion from the Mis-
sissinewa Chapter of the
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution to Jay
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

SERVICES

Saturday, Nov. 22

Bowen, Luetta: |l am,
Asbury  United  Methodist
Church, 204 E.Arch St., Portland.

Saturday, Nov. 29
Moore, Stephen: 2 p.m., Red-
key Church of the Nazarene, 801
W. High St., Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com
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QVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!
STEP1
STEP2

STEP3

Health & Wellness Waiver.

Let your loved

Your caregiver gets paid weekly!

Be a Hoosier! You must live in the State of Indiana.

Live with a Caregiver: You must live in the same home as the Caregiver
(either their own home or the home of the Participant).

Have Medicaid and Get on a Waiver: Be eligible for Medicaid or already
have Medicaid and meet the financial requirements for the PathWays for Aging or

7 FreedomCare

ones care
for you - and get paid!
Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 844.563.4012

Insurance
1 Special

Advertise your insurance business with a 3x5
“ad once a week throughout November in:

|
,fﬁ‘

\ The Commercial Review

A

@(260) 726-8141
@ads@thecr.com

**Rate does not apply to spedial sections.
*Ads must run in November

4

The News-Gazette
The News Times

Or run a 3x5 ad in the publication(s) of your
choice during November for:

The Commercial Review - $275
The News-Gazette - $250
The News Times - $210

G

NEWSPAPERS

415

(85% off regular price)

PRINTING
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Former navy man felt unqualified to be veteran

By JAMES FULKS

The Commercial Review

It’s Veterans Day.

Nov. 11 every year.

I've always been pretty
awkward about thinking
of myself as a veteran,
because to me as a youth a
veteran was a guy like
Gaylord Grubbs, Walt
Rogers, Herb Heston, Ed
Clark, Gene Moran, Keith
Noller, Chuck Johnson,
John Austin, Daniel
McCowan, David Hatzell,
J.B. Faulkner and so many
more.

Real heroes.

Guys who quite literally
saved the world — in
World War II, Korea and
Vietnam. Not like some
comic book “hero” in a
Marvel or DC blockbuster.

Nope. The real deal.

Men who eradicated an
evil scourge from this

Fulksy
Mayhem

planet — evil unlike any-
thing this old mortal coil
had ever seen. Genocide
on such a scale that it
boggles the imagination.
So much so that, to this
day, there are those who
falsely claim it never
happened.

Well, happen it did. And
thankfully the future pres-
ident from  Abilene,
Kansas, had the foresight
to order camera crews to
document the horror,
because he rightly predict-
ed that someday people

would try to deny it ever
occurred.

So it came to pass that
one day I willingly volun-
teered to wear the uniform
of a United States Navy
Pacific Fleet sailor.

I saw no combat, never
personally witnessed a
shot fired in anger. Yes, I
endured a few hardships
and saw death up close
and personal, but it was
not from combat.

I returned home after
the adventure of a life-
time — serving alongside
fine boys who were
forged into men by the
common bond of the sea
and the ship we crewed.
The ports we visited. The
shared experiences. The
sacrifice for the common
good.

So no, I never thought of
myself as a hero and did-

n’treally think I was areal
veteran.

I came home and became
active in commemorating
the real veterans through
Memorial Day ceremonies,
Veterans Day ceremonies
and military graveside
honor guard services. To
this day I continue to do so,
some 36-plus years after
my honorable discharge
from active duty in the U.S.
Navy.

I'll never forget the day I
was with a group of my
old World War II pals
years ago at an event
where we were all attend-
ing as guests. They asked
for visiting veterans to
stand and be recognized.
Of course, I prompted
them all to stand and be
recognized as I started to
move to the back to get out
of sight.

And Ed looked at me
and said, “Well, Jim,
c¢’'mon. What are you wait-
ing for?”

I looked at him, and for
some reason I wasn’'t mak-
ing the connection. You
see, he was a real veteran.
I was just some kid who
went off to the Navy.

I guess I had the
epiphany that day —
dragged kicking and
screaming, so to speak.

I'm actually a real veter-
an. But I still felt unwor-
thy, uncomfortable,
unqualified and uneasy
calling myself that.

But there’s photograph-
ic proof.

In a picture shared on
social media by a former
shipmate, our group of
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier
radar air traffic con-
trollers is shown aboard

ship as it transited the
Strait of Malacca, with
Singapore sliding past the
port beam.

Yes, we were sailors
once.

We went to sea.

We were young.

It truly was the adven-
ture of my lifetime.

And it made a rural kid
who worked on a farm
with a sawmill, steam
engines, draft horses and
teams of oxen and mules
from landlocked east-cen-
tral Indiana a genuine
world-circumnavigating
seafarer.

And a veteran.

To all veterans out there
— no matter how you
came to terms with being
called one — thank you for
your selfless sacrifice and
service to our great
nation.

Last words from ‘friend’ dig deep into old wound

DEAR ABBY: After my father
died by suicide, my mother
moved the family across the
country. I was 13, and I never dis-
cussed my father’s death with
anyone.

Now, 50 years later, my best
friend from high school has ter-
minated our friendship because I
don’t support her politics. Her
parting comment to me: “I was
only nice to you because your
mom told me how your dad died.”
Abby, I had plenty of friends in
high school. I was senior class
president, and I have gone on to
have a successful life.

I was always there for my
friend when she had marital and
other difficulties. I am struggling
with processing such profound
cruelty from a lifelong friend,
and I would welcome your guid-
ance. — GRAPPLING IN SAN
FRANCISCO

DEAR GRAPPLING: The
statement from your “lifelong
friend” was mean, cruel and
unnecessary. It was intended
to hurt you.

I don’t know if you realize
what a strong woman you are.
Although your family experi-
enced a severe trauma that

necessitated geographic relo-
cation, you managed to thrive
in your new environment. You
were popular with peers and
have gone on to build a suc-
cessful life. Count your bless-
ings.

The person you describe
may have been a friend at one
time, but she has used the cur-
rent political climate as an
excuse to distance herself.
Step back and be glad she
showed her true colors. You
are well rid of her.

DEAR ABBY: Although my
wife and I (we are both women)
have stuck it out for nearly 40
years, there has been some dys-
function. Her brother was snuck
in 10 years ago, and he’s very
mouthy. He has always been
whiny and entitled, but now he

likes to yell, expecting silence in
return.

We live in a small house. What
if I flipped out every time he dis-
turbed my sleep? It’s half my
house! I'm disabled and retired
and living on Social Security ben-
efits. My wife refuses to back me
up and tell her brother he doesn’t
get to disrespect me. I don’t want
to spend the end of my life like
this. It would be my hell. Things
are not looking great. I love her,
and she has stepped up in so
many ways, but not in this.
Please advise. — CROWDED IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR CROWDED: What do
you mean your wife “snuck
her brother in” 10 years ago?
(Did a two-week visit magi-
cally turn into 10 years?) As
half owner of that house,
you are entitled to live in it
without being berated by a
deadbeat.

Talk to an attorney. Learn
your rights as a spouse in Cal-
ifornia. If the house were sold
and you received your half of
its value, your life might be
brighter than it is now. Of
course, the alternative is that
you and your wife tell your

brother-in-law to find another
roost to rule.

DEAR ABBY: Last year, we
renovated our house. We now
have a south-facing roof that is
ready for the installation of solar
panels. Our utility company has
an incentive program to lower
the cost of the equipment, but it
ends in six months.

The only thing holding us back
is the next-door neighbors’ old,
tall tree that shades our roof
where the panels would go. The
tree is cracked and has been com-
ing down in sections over the last
several years. Previous owners
of the house had to repair their
front windows and gutter after a
large branch came crashing
down in a storm.

The current owners are a
young couple with a small baby.
We have had occasional, friendly
driveway conversations but don’t
really know them. Would it be
presumptuous to ask if they
would be willing to let us pay to
have their tree removed? People
can be prickly about their proper-
ty. But maybe they wouldn’t mind
someone else covering what is
probably an inevitable cost.

We want to continue having a
friendly relationship, while also
moving forward with our project.
Thoughts? — UPGRADING IN
NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR UPGRADING:
Because you have a cordial
relationship with these
neighbors, it shouldn’t be
offensive to point out that
their tree presents a prob-
lem. When you do, tell them
that a falling branch had
damaged their front win-
dows and gutter, which
caused an expensive repair.
Explain that the cracks in
the tree could present a dan-
ger to their little one, then
volunteer that you are more
than willing to pay the cost
of having it removed.

DEAR VETERANS: For your
service to our nation, I salute
you. My thanks to each of you
on this Veterans Day. You per-
sonify patriotism, self-sacri-
fice and dedication to our
country. I would also like to
recognize your families for
the sacrifices they, too, have
made while you were serving
your country. — LOVE, ABBY

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the

mit an item, email Nazarene Fellowship Build-
news@thecr.com. ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.

Today Center St., Dunkirk. For
COMPASSIONATE more information, call

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-

Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352

day in the IU Health Jay or (260) 729-7000.
Outpatient = Behavioral

Health Center, Entrance Wednesday

C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port- WEDNESDAY MORN-
land. ING BREAKFAST CLUB —

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal

Will meet at 8 am. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.

Sudoku

Level: Beginner
Saturday’s Solution

51118]9|2|4]|6|3]|7

The objective is to fill a ol2l3lsl7lel1]4]5
nine-by nine grid so that

each column, each row,and | 6171413[5{1]12|8]9

each of the nine threeby- | 714 (912|1|518|613
three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains 8[3[2]6]4]9]5]7]1

the digits from 1 to Qonly J1|5[(6]7(3]|8]9[2]|4

one time each. 3(al711l8l2145]6

418]1115|613]17]9]2

2(6(514(9(7]13(1]8

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY  REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. For more
information, call Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 6:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

Thursday

SMART RECOVERY — A
group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CURRENT POSITIONS!

Ministry and Spiritual Care Coordinator

+ Provide Christ-centered support to residents, families, and staff. This role involves
leading chapel services, Bible studies, and spiritual programs, offering pastoral care
during times of need, and fostering a compassionate, faith-based environment!

e Full-time!

Residential Activities Assistant

* Provide engaging programs for residents including festive events, crafts, outings, &
more!
¢ Full-time, with minimal evening and weekends required!

Baylor Nurse/QMA - Healthcare

* Weekend-only position working from 6pm-6am on Saturdays and Sundays!
¢ This position will work 24 hours/week and be paid for 36 hours/week!

RN/LPN/QMA - Healthcare

* Full-Time or Part-Time!
* Positions will be 2 or 3 days/week, 6pm-6am!
+ New shift premiums up to $3.75/hour!

RN/LPN Charge Nurse - Healthcare

¢ Part-Time, 6:00pm-6:00am, 1-2 days/week, with no weekends required!

CNAs For 1st and 2nd Shifts - Healthcare

* Full-Time and Part-Time Healthcare CNA positions available on 1* shift!
¢ Full-Time Healthcare CNA position available on 2™ shift - 40 hours/week, M-F - no
weekends required!!

Why Swiss Village?

* Flexible scheduling, perfect for raising a family!

¢ Full-Time positions eligible for benefits including health, dental,
vision, and life insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO) and 403b(b)
retirement plan participation!

« Part-Time positions eligible for Paid Time Off (PTO) and dental

and vision insurance! :

Sign-On Bonuses for certified Full-Time new hires! B

Shift differentials offered for all shifts! -

Bonus for picking up open shifts!

Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion discount!

Kinder Haus Daycare discount! E
Come see the Swiss Village difference! Apply today! gt

e 260-589-3173 0 1350 West Main Street Berne, IN 46711 V.
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Election was good for the middle

The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

Any way you slice it, Tuesday
night was big for Democrats,
and there will be endless analy-
sis about what it all means.

From where we sit, elections
across the country did lift
Team Blue, but it would be a
mistake to read them as an
endorsement of the progres-
sivism that has seen Democrats
pile up losses.

If anything, we saw a correc-
tion within the Democratic
Party that will spell trouble for
national Republicans embrac-
ing MAGA populism as their
defining characteristic.

Middle-of-the-road voters in
New Jersey and Virginia, in
particular, showed they want

Guest
Editorial

competent candidates for gov-
ernor with strong public serv-
ice backgrounds who are
focused on local issues and
solutions.

In New Jersey, former Navy
pilot and federal prosecutor
Mikie Sherrill trounced Repub-
lican Jack Ciattarelli in a race
she made about President Don-
ald Trump and the Kkitchen-
sink issues of housing afford-
ability and economic uncer-

tainty. She also leaned into sup-
port a major infrastructure
project, the Gateway tunnel,
that Trump killed in a petty
political spat with Sen. Chuck
Schumer, D-New York.

In Virginia, Abigail Span-
berger showed how easy it is to
win when political parties
embrace serious, accomplished
moderates focused on working
across the aisle for solutions.
Like Sherrill, Spanberger has a
long record of public service,
including casework in the CIA.
Her membership in Congress’
Problem Solvers Caucus was
politically uncomfortable in
her own party. She stuck to her
principles, and voters reward-
ed her.

But what about New York’s

socialist mayor-elect? It’s a fair
question. First, New York City
is its own political universe.
It’s true, though, that Zohran
Mamdani had to at least wave
at moderation to overcome ter-
ribly weak opposition. His poli-
cies are the wrong ones for
New York, and if they are
implemented in full, it will be a
feast for the right.

We can only hope national
Democrats are wise enough to
embrace the Spanberger model
over the Mamdani model. If
they do, they can expect to get
used to winning. If they don’t,
it’s back to the cheap seats.

Where the American Middle
took its worst hit Tuesday was
in California, where voters
overwhelmingly approved a

proposition that will lead to
more radical gerrymandering.
That would not have happened
had Gov. Greg Abbott not paid
foolish fealty to Trump and
insisted Texas redistrict to add
yet more congressional seats
for Republicans. Wrong was
repaid with wrong, and we will
all be worse for it.

On balance, though, we
believe Tuesday was a good sig-
nal for the middle. We are see-
ing moderate, issues-focused
governors elected across the
country. We believe Spanberger
and Sherrill will follow that
mold.

If the national parties wake
up to this winning formula, it
will be a brighter day in Amer-
ican politics.

Veterans are
being neglected

By BEN FREEMAN and
WILLIAM D. HARTUNG

Tribune News Service

This year, for the first
time, the Pentagon’s budg-
et topped $1 trillion. We're
told this is to “support the
troops.”  Unfortunately,
nothing could be further
from the truth. While tens
of thousands of veterans
are homeless and hun-
dreds of thousands are
going hungry the Pentagon
is wasting billions on
things like $1,500 coffee
cups and $150,000 on soap
dispensers.

More than half of the
Defense Department’s
budget goes to private com-
panies, not to military per-
sonnel. Those Pentagon
contractors spend our tax-
payer dollars to help pay
for things like $20 million-
plus CEO salaries, more
than a thousand lobbyists,
and multi-billion-dollar
stock buybacks that artifi-
cially inflate the value of
their shares, but do noth-
ing to actually keep Ameri-
cans safe, let alone, “sup-
port the troops.”

While weapons contrac-
tor executives get rich-and
buy the multi-million dol-
lar mansions to prove it-
military personnel are lit-
erally going hungry, with
an estimated 25% facing
food insecurity that has
been exacerbated by the

government  shutdown.
Moises Montalvo, a veter-
an from Nebraska,

has observed that for many
people returning from
America’s wars “hunger
happens more often than
not” and many vets grap-
ple “every day” with the
choice of “cutting food to
yourself so you can feed
your children.”

Then there is the impact
of serving in the post-9/11
wars on the lives and
health of veterans. More
than 7,000 service mem-
bers died in America’s
post-9/11 wars, and an
astonishing 600,000 suffer
from post-traumatic stress
syndrome (PTSD) or trau-
matic brain injuries (TBI).

Even worse, as docu-
mented in the film What I
Want You to Know, many
veterans don’t know why
they were sent into our
recent wars, and they
decided early on that the
conflicts were unwinnable.
They further felt that their
government had lied to
them, and many were
haunted by the things they
were asked to do to other
human beings in the
course of fighting the
wars. As Gregory Daddis, a
26 year Army veteran and
now a professor of history
at Texas A&M has noted,
“endless wars lead to end-

Guest
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less veterans who are often
left wondering if their
efforts mattered.”

As we celebrate Veter-
ans Day, we owe our veter-
ans more than a perfuncto-
ry “thank you for your
service.” We need to put
our money where our
mouth is, funding pro-
grams to make sure they
and their families can
acquire basic necessities,
and investing more in
treating PTSD and other
consequences of their mil-
itary service.

Most importantly, we
need to adopt a more
restrained foreign policy
that emphasizes diploma-
cy over the use of force, so
our courageous military
personnel aren’t put at risk
in unnecessary wars that
consume mass quantities
of our tax dollars that
could have been used to
address other urgent
national needs. We must
avoid the kind of unneces-
sary conflicts that inflicted
such widespread physical
and psychological injuries
inflicted on veterans of the
Iraq and Afghan wars.

Unfortunately, our budg-
et priorities are moving in
the wrong direction. While
arms contractors cash in,
over one and a half million
veterans will suffer losses
in food assistance and
health care, according to
an analysis by the nonpar-
tisan Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities.

At the same time, the
president’s Golden Dome
anti-missile program,
which the vast majority of
independent scientific
experts agree can never
provide the leak proof
shield promised by the
president, could receive up
to $40 billion of our tax dol-
lars next year.

Instead of hollow words
and wasteful spending,
let’s work to craft policies
that actually support and
respect our veterans,
rather than diverting huge
sums to enrich contractors
that too often underper-
form even as they receive
ever higher amounts of
government funding. To
honor veterans, we need to
change our approach to
national security, and the
sooner the better.

Freeman and Hartung
both work at the Quincy
Institute for Responsible
Statecraft.
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By NIKI KELLY

That’s why I'm excited about see-

Turn on the green lights

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Tucked after Halloween trick-or-
treating and before Thanksgiving
turkey and cranberries is an often-
overlooked holiday — Veterans
Day, which is always on Nov. 11.

But it wasn’t always called that.

On Nov. 11, 1918, an armistice
between the Allied countries and
Germany was signed to end active
fighting in World War I.

President Woodrow Wilson pro-
claimed Nov. 11, 1919 as the first
commemoration of Armistice Day,
according to the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs.

“To us in America, the reflec-
tions of Armistice Day will be
filled with solemn pride in the
heroism of those who died in the
country’s service and with grati-
tude for the victory, both because
of the thing from which it has
freed us and because of the oppor-
tunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and
justice in the councils of the
nations,” the proclamation reads.

Congress, in a 1926 concurrent
resolution, officially recognized
the end of the war and declared
that Nov. 11 should be a legal holi-
day.

The resolution says:

“Whereas the 11th of November
1918, marked the cessation of the
most destructive, sanguinary, and
far reaching war in human annals
and the resumption by the people
of the United States of peaceful
relations with other nations,
which we hope may never again be
severed; and

“Whereas it is fitting that the
recurring anniversary of this date

Niki
Kelly

should be commemorated with
thanksgiving and prayer and exer-
cises designed to perpetuate peace
through good will and mutual
understanding between nations;
and

“Whereas the legislatures of
twenty-seven of our States have
already declared November 11 to
be a legal holiday: Therefore be it
Resolved by the Senate (the House
of Representatives concurring),
that the President of the United
States is requested to issue a
proclamation calling upon the offi-
cials to display the flag of the Unit-
ed States on all Government build-
ings on November 11 and inviting
the people of the United States to
observe the day in schools and
churches, or other suitable places,
with appropriate ceremonies of
friendly relations with all other
peoples.”

From there, it became a legal
holiday in 1938, and in 1954, was
updated to honor American veter-
ans of all wars.

Veterans Day is so much more
important than food, and yet it
gets short shrift in the holiday
schedule.

Some of us are off work for the
day, but not all. And even those
who have the day off usually don’t
recognize or do anything specific
for veterans.

ing displays for Operation Green
Light for Veterans. Counties all
around the state have drawn atten-
tion to veterans and their military
service in recent years by lighting
up their courthouses and other
public spaces. And the program is
growing every year.

The Association of Indiana
Counties, in collaboration with the
National Association of Counties,
the National Association of Coun-
ty Veterans Service Officers, the
Indiana Department of Veterans
Affairs, Indiana War Memorials,
Volunteers of America Ohio and
Indiana and Amazon held a special
event in downtown Indianapolis
on Thursday night to honor veter-
ans.

As part of the fifth annual Oper-
ation Green Light for Veterans, the
event featured remarks from dis-
tinguished leaders and culminated
in a ceremonial lighting of the
War Memorials and Monument
Circle in green.

“This symbolic gesture serves as
a powerful tribute to veterans, let-
ting them know they are seen,
appreciated, and supported by
their communities,” the news
release said.

And if you want to participate
on your own, grab a few green
lightbulbs and light up your own
porch for our veterans.

Kelly, editor-in-chief of Indiana
Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Bank
donates

First Bank of Berne
recently donated $2,000 to
Secret Families Christmas
Charity of Jay County. The
funds will go toward the
charity’s efforts to provide
gifts, Christmas trees and a
holiday meal to families that
might otherwise go without.

Pictured, from left, are
Secret Families board
member Don Hall, co-
founder Kadie Hall and
board member Amanda
Foreman, accepting a check
from Tracy Carpenter,

Portland branch manager for

Photo provided

First Bank of Berne.

Winterfest kicks off next weekend

Jay County Chamber of
Commerce is preparing for its
Winterfest celebration.

Winterfest will kick off with
Christmas at the Courthouse at
5:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21. The
event will include tree lighting
and a performance by the Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School choir.

Following on Saturday, Now.
22, will be the Little Miss Win-
terfest pageant at 1 p.m. at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church and
the Parade of Lights at 6:30
p.m. in downtown Portland.

The chamber also recently
welcomed Enlightened Lens
Collective as a new member.

Training offered

John Jay Center for Learn-
ing in Portland will host a free
QuickBooks workshop from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Dec. 3 and 4.

The in-person training will
feature interactive and hands-
on learning about the financial
software. It is being offered in
partnership with the Indiana
Small Business Development
Center.

Advance registration is
required by visiting isbdc.ecen-
terdirect.com/events/17247.

Hospital honor

Becker’s Hospital Review
recently named The Orthope-
dic Hospital among the top 100
orthopedic programs in the
nation.

The Orthopedic Hospital is
part of the Lutheran Health
Network.

“Being named to this list is a

Business
roundup

profound honor that truly
belongs to the entire, dedicated
team,” said chief administra-
tive officer Amy Hochstetler in
a news release. “This achieve-
ment reflects the commitment
of our orthopedic surgeons,
nurses, rehabilitation special-
ists and support staff to clini-
cal excellence and compassion-
ate care. Our ranking validates
our constant effort to ensure
every patient receives the
highest standard of treatment
and the best possible out-
come.”

Hosting drive

Menards is hosting a toy
drive through Dec. 15.

Toys collected will be donat-
ed to those in need. Menards is
requesting donations of new,
unwrapped toys.

Menards locations in
Muncie, Anderson, Richmond
and Celina, Ohio, will have
drop boxes available for dona-
tions.

Acquisition complete
First Financial Bank has
completed its purchase of
Westfield Bancorp from Ohio
Farmers Insurance Company.
The acquisition brings First
Financial’s assets to $20.6 bil-

lion. All Westfield Bank loca-
tions will become part of First
Financial’s existing presence
in northeast Ohio.

“This is an exciting step in
the growth of First Financial,
as the addition of Westfield
Bank opens new possibilities
for growth and profitability for
us in an attractive market,”
said Archie Brown, president
and CEO of First Financial, in
a news release. “We can now
bring our wide range of solu-
tions in consumer, commer-
cial, specialty lending and
wealth management to new
clients, while expanding our
geographic footprint for our
current clients. The First
Financial team is thrilled to
welcome the Westfield Bank
team members to the First
Financial family.”

First Financial has locations
in Portland, Fort Recovery,
Union City and Hartford City.

IEC honors

Indiana Electric Coopera-
tives honored Amanda Steeb
with its 2025 Tom Taylor
Award for excellence in leader-
ship, attitude and commitment
to electric cooperative princi-
ples.

Steeb is director of market-
ing and communications for
Kankakee Valley REMC.

"Amanda has shown leader-
ship across Kankakee Valley
REMC, including guiding jun-
ior board initiatives and build-
ing comprehensive communi-
cation plans for complex proj-
ects," said Scott Sears, CEO of

Kankakee Valley REMC, in a
news release. "Her impact
extends beyond cooperative
walls, where she is involved
with multiple community
efforts and is seen as a model
of kindness, optimism, and
steady leadership."

Courses scheduled

Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce has several programs
coming up.

“Train the trainer” courses
for lockout/tagout are set for 8
a.m. to noon and for permit
required confined space from
12:30 to 4:30 p.m., both Wednes-
day, Nov. 12. Another session
for forklift safety will be held
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 13.

General Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
courses will be held beginning
Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Also, the Indiana Safety and
Health Conference & Expo will
be held from Feb. 23 through
25. It will feature a variety of
speakers as well as more than
60 educational sessions.

The courses and expo will be
held at the Indiana Chamber
of Commerce Conference Cen-
ter in Indianapolis.

For more information, visit
indianachamber.com.

Deal reached

Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk and
President Donald Trump
announced a deal Thursday to
reduce the cost of Lilly’s GLP-1
weight-loss drugs through
Medicare, Medicaid and cash-

pay programs, Reuters report-
ed.

The government said the
agreement will reduce prices
by $149 to $350 a month. Costs
currently range from $500 to
$1,000 per month.

New leader named

Dollar General has named
Travis Nixon as its first senior
vice president of artificial
intelligence optimization.

Nixon has worked in Al and
machine learning for more
than 10 years, most recently as
head of AI for Dropbox’s secu-
rity division. He previously
worked for Meta and Microsoft.

“At a time when our customers
rely on us more than ever, we're
excited to welcome Travis and his
transformative AI leadership to
streamline  operations and
enhance the experience for Dol-
lar General employees and cus-
tomers,” shared Steve Deckard,
Dollar General’s executive vice
president of strategy and devel-
opment, in a news release. “This
new role represents our commit-
ment to driving innovation to
unlock value in our operations,
making us stronger now and in
the future. With greater strategic
integration of AI, we look for-
ward to accelerating and expand-
ing existing efforts to drive opera-
tional excellence, cost efficiency,
and customer-centric innova-
tion.”

Does your business have news
to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.
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Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

LLC
Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

Hopkins Repair,

Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Vormohr Family

Dentistry
1413 W. Votaw St.,
Portland
260-726-7822

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
Www.ovgc.com

(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

A

Prevention
Coalition

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN
8-5:00 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included




Page 6

The Commercial Review
Tuesday, November 11, 2025

SPEED BUMP
S

=

“

ST E RS

= 1215
b ‘m@q’ SPEEDBUME com

oty CREATOLS

Peanuts

A5 OGN Keans, Inc
Cia1. Dy ®ing Feamres Synad.
www familyeircus com

“If this is RUSH hour, why is
everybody drivin’ so slow?”
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/IT's A SIN TO MAKE]

FUN OF A DUMB
FRIEND, MARCIE!

WE CouLD
LEANE. SCHoOL
AND Do
TOENAIL
CLIPPING!

THATS WHY GoD

MADE AIR FRESHENERS
AND NOSE FILTERS!
LETS DRAW UP A& SN

AND GET BUSY!

SOWORK (N YOUR
HAND STRENGTH..

|

SIESIPUAR E=EE.S Bury A0 DEINDLISKD 0L BUEAEO) G20e

P

I PREFER BREWERY g
TO GLASS. S 3

H

Between Friends

MAEVE, M4 DRUGHTER
KNOWS SHE wiLL TNHERT
My FamiLY FaRm

IF SHe ToLD You
ANYTHING ELSE,

GAusING
TROUBLE

WELL- WHATEVER.

. SOPHIE'S PRoBLEM 1S,
i You NEED TO
1 QORT IT” oul

SOPHIE WILL ALWAYS BE
A PRoBLEM ... ANDTHATS
SOMETHING WE NEED
To SORT OUT”

T YOU GET MY )

TWO TEXTS?
T="""{50ps, SORRY!

MY PHONE
T MUST BE
: ON SILENT

well,

THROUGH TO YOU IF
= YOU HAVE YOUR

HOW CAN 1 GET

BOFEMAN REPORT!) | |
WV DON'T YOUu
r—{ ANSWER?!/

Snuffy Smith
BARNELFO06LE IT'S SNOWING HEAVILY, DENNY ! I'M FLYING
SNUTEY SETH WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU'RE SOUTH FOR
GOING DRESSED LIKE THAT 2! |£| THE WINTER
SPARKPLUG'S
GRANDSON

#2025 by King Features Syndicats, Inc. World righis rasarvad

comicskingdom. com Aamey-google-and-snufty-smith

Beetle Bailey

I HAVE 20,000
SONGS IN MY
MUSIC LIBRARY

N
NOT COMPARED | EXCEPT HIS
TO ROCKY

LIBRARY 1S

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

'.ut, Von Schrader Dry
A | Foam Cleaning

{ Q%
L 4

7/
Green Seal®
Appraved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

Cell 260-729-2797

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

FREE EST.
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING
TOPPING
REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING
Firewood 4 Sell
Bucket Truck &

BobCat Services Avail.
OVER 30
YEARS EXPERIENCE

Andy King

765-881-1611

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

Insurance policy

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable,
NO

RTH
A574
Y0109
$AKTS4
SAS
WEST EAST
AaAQI92 A105
vs54 ¥63
497 +Q102
K QJ6 *1097532
SOUTH
AK63
YAKI872
$8563
LY
The bidding:
South West North  East
R4 | & 24 Pass
2y Pass 49

Opening lead — king of clubs.

In many deals, it is more danger-
ous for declarer to have one defender
on lead rather than the other. In
such cases. declarer should try to
organize the play so that the dan-
gerous opponent cannot gain the
lead. Today’s deal features an
unusual application of this strategy.

West led the king of clubs against
four hearts, and South saw immedi-
ately that there was a possibility he
could lose three spades and a dia-
mond. Given the bidding. il was
highly likely that West had the ace
of spades. so it was imperative to
keep East from gaining the lead

and returning a spade through the
king.

The most obvious way to avoid
three spade losers was 1o establish
dummy’s diamond suit, but il" East
had the guarded diamond queen,
declarer might lose four tricks
before the diamonds could be uti-
lized.

After pondering his options,
South found the solution: He
allowed Wests king of clubs to
hold the first trick! West could do
no better than lead another elub to
dummy’s ace at trick two, on which
South discarded a diamond, Two
rounds of trump were followed by
the A-K of diamonds and a dia-
mond rulfl, establishing dummy’y
two remaining diamonds. Declarer
then crossed to dummy with a
trump and discarded two spades on
the J-5 of diamonds to finish with
an overtrick.

Note that the same line of play
would succeed against a 3-1 trump
break, declarer simply ruffing the
third diamond high before crossing
to dummy with a trump to cash the
established diamonds.

By ducking the opening club lead,
South substantially increased his
chances of making the contract. In
cffect, he substituted & nonexistent
club loser for a potential diamond
loser. Tt was an application of the
avoidance principle carried to an
extreme.

Tomorrow: Top-notch defense.
£225 King Features Syndicate Inc

11-11

CRYPTOQUIP

QG H GUMR MU H UHEEQI PHC

NMWAUL
ZMMF,
PQT PMTTAU.

Yesterday’s
STREAM KNOWN TO

IHCIAC HLW HZIC
MLA NQRPI ZHFF QI H

Cryptoquip: LONG GERMAN

ATTRACT NUMEROUS

MASSIVE MAMMALS WITH THICK SKIN: THE

RHINO RIVER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals C

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Minty 2 Punk rock 23 Getz of
1 Nov. 11 quaff offshoot jazz
honorees 38 Author 3Nanny's 24 Sailing
5 USMC Welty charge vessel
rank 41 Ann 4 Nap 26 Life-
8 Play Patchett's 5 Conspir guard’s
parts “— Lake’ acy work
12 Mine, in 42 Corp. VIP 6 — station
Montreal 43 Valuable Fighters 27 Spoken
13 Mauna—  volume (Dave 28 Leak
14 Fall into a 48 “— It Ro- Grohl's slowly
soft chair ~ mantic?” band) 29 Retain
15 Small 49 Flightless 7 Easy task 31 Driver
computer  bird 8 Poise with a
17 Uncon- 50 Intro 9 Not handle
vincing studio naked 34 Specters
18 Perched class 10Heavy 35 City of
19 Wore 51Lowisles  reading? India
down 52 Con- 11 Raced 37 Average
21 Trattoria sumed 16 Sheepish guy
plateful 53 Inventor remark 38 Grand
24 Did the Sikorsky 20 Light tale
crawl beams 39 — Minor
25Beauty DOWN 21 Young {bear
products 1 Moving seals constella-
chain truck 22 Too tion)
26 Coach's 40 Contra-
reference  Solution time: 22 mins, dict
30Unpaid  []L ST 41 Verifiable
TV ad J E 44 Invoice
31 Puts in T fig.
the fridge [glHl) AV 45 URL
32 Shad ITo[N W[E[T ending
product g E Z ;‘\A N g 46 Okla-
33 Glee club homa
handout E: E,’ y tribe
35 Labyrinth  [1]m[o 47 White
36lenda |F H[ wine
hand FlLiVigoe cocktail
Yesterday’s answer 11-11
9 |10 [11

THE
CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy I,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

COMMUNITY THANKS-
GIVING DINNER. Plan
now to attend November
27, 2025, 1:00 pm.
Asbury UM Church. All
Jay County welcome. No
charge for the meal.

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION &
ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-

726-5062, leave mes-
sage.
GOODHEW'’S ALL SEA-

SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing seam
metal roofs. When Quali-
ty Counts, Count On US.
A company you can trust.
Member of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

LAND AUCTION
MONDAY
DECEMBER 1st, 2025
5:00 P.M.
LOCATED: CR 100 N,
6.5 MILES E OF HWY
27. PORTLAND, IN
REAL ESTATE
96.6 Acres in Section
16, Noble Twp. Jay
County, Indiana.
Tract 1: 76 +/- Acres
with 68 Acres Tillable
with frontage on County
Road 100 N.
Tract 2: 20 +/- Acres
Wooded with Access via
a 25’ Lane from County
Road 100 N. Wooded
Acreage in Classified
Forest.

Tract 3: Combination of
Tracts
1and 2.

Note: Tillable Acreage
does have some tile but
not systematically
drained. More acreage
can be made tillable.
Very desirable Farm in a
great location!
OWNERS:
Jeffrey V & Agnes M
Smith.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
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All-GPC team

Graphic Printing Company
Runner of the Year

Ava Cook
Wapahani High School junior

Ava Cook was selected as the second
Graphic Printing Company Player of
the Year for girls cross country. She fol-
lows former teammate AnnMarie Gib-
son, who won in the inaugural award in
2024.

“That’s something that I should be
really proud of,” said Cook. “It took a lot
to get there. It takes a lot of mental stuff
for me. I have to really hype myself up.

“To me, that’s an incredible achieve-
ment and it’s really exciting.”

Cook hit her stride in the second half
of the season.

She was the only girl in The Graphic
Printing Company’s coverage area to
break the 20-minute mark this season,
finishing the regional race in 19 min-
utes, 52.7 seconds. She finished 44th.

She said she was especially focused
for that race throughout the week, pay-
ing attention not only to her training but
to diet, sleep and attitude.

“I have progressed a lot ... since my
freshman year, definitely a whole lot,”
Cook said. “I thought I was gonna be
some average, mediocre kind of runner.

“It really has become my main sport. I

really enjoy it. And I think that’s become
a big part of the leap is that I'm starting
to enjoy it more because I'm getting bet-
ter and seeing improvements. A lot of
hard work goes into that.”

Cook had a breakthrough run at the
Randolph Southern Invitational on Sept.
13, beating rival Avery Thomas of Mon-
roe Central for the first time and finish-
ing third overall. She went on to win the
Mid-Eastern Conference championship
in 20:01.04 and led all area runners with
a fourth-place finish in the sectional
meet at Taylor University.

“The thing that makes me so proud of
her is a lot of times on the girls side
especially it’s the same names that are
the top runners from middle school
throughout high school,” said Wapahani
coach Bo Stevenson. “And she’s one that
was a good runner in middle school but
she wasn’t necessarily elite. Same thing
her freshman year. ...

“To see where she was and to see her
improvement to where she is now and
what she’s able to accomplish, it just
says everything about her work ethic to
excel at whatever she does.”

All-Graphic Printing Company first team

Avery Thomas
Monroe Central senior

Makenna Huelskamp
Fort Recovery junior

Ella Taylor
Wapahani sophomore

Andi Watson
Monroe Central junior

Ava May
Jay County sophomore

Everly Carter
Delta sophomore

Effort .

Thomas was the Randolph County champion and Mid-East-
ern Conference runner-up, finishing only behind Cook. She
closed her career with 54th-place regional finish.

Leading the Indians, Huelskamp narrowly missed earning
a state berth. She set a new career-best time of 20:03.9
at the Tour De Sewer hosted by Versailles.

As the No. 2 runner for the Raiders, she finished fourth
in the MEC behind Cook, Thomas and Watson. She ranked
fourth in the region for both average time and best time.

Watson started with a third-place finish in Monroe Central’s
season-opening Meister Family Memorial Run. Her best time
was a 20:30.10 for third in the Mid-Eastern Conference.

The sophomore came through in the tournament again,
pacing the Patriots with a 14th-place sectional finish. She
also led Jay County to a conference title repeat.

After she was unable to run in the tournament as a fresh-
man because of an illness, Carter placed 10th in the sec-
tional and 70th with a career-best 20:38.6 in the regional.

Continued from page 8

Wrestling for third
place, and with the Patri-
ots needing every point,
Gracie Rowles escaped
potential trouble when she
slipped out of a Candice
Matson headlock for a
takedown with 5 seconds
left in the opening period.
She started the second
period from the top posi-
tion, found her way to a
half nelson and pinned
the Cowan senior in 2:13.

“It was really good,” said

Rowles, who said she found
success with the half nel-
son and continued to use
that move throughout the
day. “It’s a good experience
... getting the feel for it and
wanting to proceed.”
Tipton needed only one
victory to take second
place among the four
wrestlers in the 115-pound
bracket. She finished off
Beautiful Criglar of Rich-
mond in 55 seconds before
falling to Cami Davis of
Centerville in the final.

Sports on tap

Other high points for the
newcomers to the team
included two victories each
for freshmen Kelly Jones
(145) and Kenady Lyons
(235) and one for their class-
mate Chloe Torres (105).

“Our focus for day one
was effort,” said Jacks.
“With so many new girls,
all I said was, ‘Give us
effort and good things will
come.” And we had some
surprise wins because of
the effort. We had some
really close matches

Honorable mention

Abby Fifer, Sophomore, Jay County
Brooklynn Byrum, Sophomore, Jay County
Christiana Teegarden, Freshman, Union City
Haileigh Allen, Senior, Randolph Southern
Jessie Homan, Sophomore, Jay County
Kinsley Bowman, Freshman, Randolph Southern
Riley Heitkamp, Sophomore, Fort Recovery

because of the effort. And
we seem like we're reload-
ing, not rebuilding.”

Katie Rowles, who fin-
ished fourth in the state
last season, needed just
over three minutes to
sweep her way through
the 100-pound bracket and
could have finished much
faster had she wanted to.
She worked on some tac-
tics with a takedown-and-
release pattern against
Franklin County’s Isabel-
la McEwen-Merre Jr.

before pinning her in 1:41
in the opening round and
then scored her semifinal
and championship pins
each in less than a minute.

Parsons pinned each of
her three opponents to
win the 140-pound title,
and Crawford notched her
two wins for the 190-pound
crown in just 1:17 total.

“Lead by example,”
Jacks said. “They work
hard in practice and girls
feed off of that.

“(Katie Rowles) doesn't

have a slow bone, so she
goes 110% with anybody
she's practicing with. ...

“It's also teaching them
that intensity and then
they're carrying that over
with their practice part-
ners. And I think we saw
that today.”

Also placing for Jay
County were third-place
finishers Chloe Torres
(105), Willoughby (110) and
Jones (145), fifth-place
Lyons (235) and sixth-
place Allison Lopez (155).

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls basketball vs. South Side —

6 p.m.

Thursday

Jay County — Girls wrestling vs. Muncie Cen-
tral/Richmond — 6 p.m.; Junior high boys basket-
ball scrimmage vs. Fort Recovery — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball scrimmage
at Leahman Catholic — 6 p.m.; Middle school boys

TV schedule

Today

son at South Carolina (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Navy at Penn
State (BTN); Wake Forest at Michigan (FS1)
7 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple Leafs at Boston

Bruins (TNT)

Michigan (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women'’s college basketball: Clem-

8 p.m. — College football: Ohio at Western

8 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Philadelphia

9 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Utah Jazz

(FDSN Indiana)
Avalanche (TNT)

mento Kings (NBC)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Anaheim Ducks at Colorado

11 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Sacra-

Wednesday

7 p.m.
Miami-Ohio (ESPN2)

— College football:

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Orlando Magic at

Toledo at

ana Pacers (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL hockey: New York Rangers at
Tampa Bay Lightning (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los Angeles
Lakers at Oklahoma City Thunder (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: New Jersey Devils
at Chicago Blackhawks (TNT)

Local notes

15 at Portland Golf Club on Nov. 15.

Entering a team costs $260, or a business
can sponor a hole for $50.

Registration begins at 9 a.m. with a shotgun
start to follow. Lunch will be provided.

The deadline to register a team is Nov. 8.

For more information contact Don Hall by

emailing don@gowithevolve.com or calling (765)

Tournament announced

Secret Families Christmas Charity of Jay Coun-

T744-2247.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

basketball scrimmage at Jay County — 5:30 p.m.

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

up to
49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

76ers (NBC) New York Knicks (ESPN); Milwaukee Bucks at Indi-  ty will host a golf tournament at 10 a.m. on Nov.  details to sports@thecr.com
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT
PUBLIC AUCTION trimmer; shovels; rakes;  and roadway. This par- AMISH CREW LOOK- SCRATCH PADS ARE LEASE SPACE avail-

Located: Women’s
Building at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
E Votaw St., Portland,
IN
Thursday Afternoon
NOVEMBER 13, 2025
4:30 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS-TOOLS
GE washer & dryer; GE
side by side refrigerator;
Kelvinator small upright
freezer; cedar chest;
occasional stand; mar-
ble top stand; large
assortment of Pink
Depression Glass; sugar
bucket; Dept. 56 Snow
Village; Bud Light sign;
Pfaltzgraff set of dishes;
GARFIELD: alarm
clock, mirrors, figurines,
plush toys, poster, and
caricature to name a
few; ; plant stands; bicy-
cle; small yard trailer;
yard sweeper; fishing
poles; golf clubs; wheel-
barrow; hose reel; weed

hand saws; and other
items not listed.
GAIL COMPTON,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU0O1031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Women’s

Building at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
E Votaw St., Portland,
IN

Thursday Evening

DECEMBER 4, 2025
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE - PIKE
TOWNSHIP, JAY
COUNTY INDIANA
TRACT 1 - 31.48 acres
of land located in Sec-
tion 30 of Pike Town-
ship. 28.92 acres of till-
able land and the bal-
ance in non tillable land

cel of land has road
frontage on CR 175W
and
CR 800 S.
TRACT 2 - 43 +/- acres
of land with approxi-
mately 42 acres of till-
able land and the bal-
ance in roadway and
utility transmission tow-
ers.

This parcel of land has
road frontage on CR
175W.

TRACT 3 - 74.48 +/-
acres of land, which is
the combination of Tract
1 and Tract 2.

For more information
contact Gary Loy, Auc-
tioneer at (260) 726-
5160 or Kim Loy, Real
Estate Broker at (260)
726-2700.
MITCH AND CHRISTI
LOY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU0O1031608

ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny. The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street, Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day or email
business@thecr.com.
NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major

highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review

CALL 726-8141




Get all of your local

sports information online

by visiting thecr.com
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Sports

www.thecr.com

JCHS girls basketball opens

today vs. South Side,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Championship effort

New Patriots come > Up big while veterans lead JC at invite

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The referee’s hand slapped the
mat.

As Alayna Willoughby got to
her feet, she threw her arms in
the air.

“I did it,” she shouted excited-
ly to her coaches.

The first career victory for the
sophomore newcomer was one
of a long list of highlights for
the Jay County High School
girls wrestling team Saturday,
combining with championship
performances from veterans to
give the Patriots the trophy at
the Monroe Central Invitation-
al.

“It was awesome,” said senior
Katie Rowles, who was a tourna-
ment champion along with
Maleah Parsons and Amara
Crawford. “It's just a great feel-
ing.

“There's a whole different
dynamic to the team this year.
Everybody's learning and get-
ting better as fast as they can.
And there's a lot of effort that
goes in the room every single
day. And there was last year, too,
but it just feels different when
girls are playing catch-up, and
they're so hungry to get out
there and win some matches. ...

“I can only imagine that's
gonna get more intense after
getting a taste of victory.”

The Patriots eked out the title
with 163 points, finishing just
five ahead of Warsaw in the
field of 17. Franklin County was
a distant third at 117.

In addition to the champions,
three other JCHS wrestlers fin-
ished in the top half of their
bracket. Two of them — fresh-
man Alexis Tipton and sopho-
more Gracie Rowles — were
wrestling in their first high
school tournament.

“I did not expect that at all,”
said Jacks, whose team lost 2025

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Alayna Willoughby of Jay County High School pins Northeastern’s Sophia Campbell for her first career victory during
Saturday’s Monroe Central Invitational. The Patriots got big moments from several newcomers and first-place finishes from
three veterans to win the tournament.

state medalists Mallory Winner
and Lina Lingo to graduate and
Brenna Ruble to an injury. “War-
saw's a senior team. ...

“It was a dogfight to the end. ...
That was exciting, and the girls
were super excited.”

Willoughby’s moment came in
the consolation semifinal of the

behind Northeastern’s Sophia
Campbell 5-0. She picked up her
first point on a penalty:

She fell behind 10-2 but contin-
ued to fight off Campbell and
eventually got an opening. She
managed to get leverage and hold
Campbell down for a pin in 3 min-
utes, 54 seconds.

Willoughby, who finished fourth,
“because I really don't know what
I'm doing. I'm just going out there
and trying to remember what I
was taught ... and just going for
it.”

Competing in one of the
busiest brackets of the tourna-
ment, Gracie Rowles bounced

eventual 130-pound runner-up
Leia Conner. She scored her first
career win by pin over teammate
Kaileigh Compton in the consola-
tion bracket and then pinned
Marlee Wampler of Richmond
and Maria Johnson of Muncie
Central to reach the third-place
match.

110-pound bracket as she fell

Portland’s Largest Selection of

FRESJH CUT

AWARD WINNING NEQTI

While supplies last, no rain checks

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.

Country 99 [ Boneless 5759
Style Sausage o Arm Roasts I

LR B N NN R NN ENENEREHNEHNR:E:;:NS}N/ o000 OODOOOOOOOBBODY

: 69 [Flat iron
Patio Steaks ° /82 |yt $4109°

Peppercorn
$299 marinatea 5717182
Flat Iron Steak

PepPPErjack CHEESE ........oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneenenenenennes 95.99/1D

*+Order your Fresh turkey by 11/15 $3.69/b (14-22 Ib approx range)
-antibiotic free, all natural, from St. Mary's, OH

From Fisher’'s Smokehouse
Whole Bone In Hams (avg. 18-22 Ibs) . . . $3.69//b half $3.99/Ib

Quarterloin
Pork Chops

sold on sheets of 6

Whole Semi Boneless Hams (avg 15-18lbs) ....... $3.99/Ib
Whole Spiral Sliced & Fire ............cvvvunn. $5.49//b
Glazed Bone In Ham half $5.99//b

Whole Boneless Pit Hams (13-16 Ib avg) $4.99//b half $5.49//b
Whole Smoked Turkeys (17-19 Ib avg) $3.69/1b
Smoked Bone In (5-7 Ib & 10-12 Ib avg) $4.99/1b
Turkey Breasts

------------

-----------

“while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices refiected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm  Saturday 8 am-1 pm = Closed Sunday

Call your order in today!

Freezer bundles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most
popular cuts of meat in quantities small enough to not crowd vour freezer

or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready
to go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com

“It's really amazing,”

said

back after an opening loss to

See Effort page 7

Taylor shines in Colts’

By NATHALIA ARAUJO
dpa
Tribune News Service

Berlin — Running back
Jonathan Taylor made his-
tory for the Indianapolis
Colts to give his team a dra-
matic 31-25 win in overtime
against the Atlanta Falcons
on Sunday in the first-ever
NFL regular season game
in Berlin.

Taylor became the player
with most rushing touch-
downs for the Colts with his
second one in the game
after a stunning 83-yard
run in the final quarter.

That handed the Colts
the lead but the Falcons hit
back right after with a
touchdown and a two-point
conversion.

The Colts received the
ball again and tied the
game to force overtime
with a field goal after quar-
terback Daniel Jones led a
dramatic drive, converting
a 4th and 6 despite being
sacked twice.

Their defence stopped
the Falcons as they had the
ball first in overtime and
the offence got the job done
with a clinical drive as Tay-
lor crowned his special
evening in Berlin with his
third touchdown.

Taylor will leave Berlin
with 66 rushing touch-
downs in Colts history:

“To be named among
those legends, it means a
lot. And I don’t take it for
granted. These are the kind
of games you live for, you
remember,” Taylor said in a
news conference.

The player had previous-
ly spoken about how spe-
cial it was to play in such a
historic place such as
Berlin, with the city on
Sunday celebrating 36
years since the fall of the
Wall.

“I'm just so appreciative,
so humbled to add a piece
of history here. I hope that
all of the residents of
Berlin enjoyed the first ever
NFL game here. I hope that
we put a good product on
the field and to be able to
spread our love for the
game,” he said.

Indianapolis running back
rushed for 244 yards
and three touchdowns

Jones added: “It doesn’t
get old to hand over (the
ball) to this guy. He had
some big-time plays in situ-
ations that weren’t perfect,
not exactly how you draw
them up.”

Game of ‘back and
forth’

The Colts had a great
start with two touchdowns
in the first quarter, but the
Falcons took a one-point
lead before the half, as
Jones threw an intercep-
tion in his final drive of
the second quarter.

The Falcons started the
second half with a field
goal, while the Colts had a
slow start and only had
points on the scoreboard
again in the fourth quarter
with a field goal.

“Phenomenal game,
back and forth. Our guys
battled like crazy, a hell of
experience,” coach Shane
Steichen said.

“To win close games like
this, I think it says a lot
about our football team.
Finding ways to win these
games is huger in this
league.”

The Colts now have a 8-2
record as they have been
one of the surprises of the
season so far. In 2024, they
missed the play-offs and
finished the year 8-9.

Cornerback Sauce Gard-
ner made his debut for the
Colts after a blockbuster
trade with the New York
Jets just a few days before
the trip to Berlin.

“It was a tough week for
me, but football is foot-
ball,” he said, telling
reporters that “99% of my
clothes are still in New Jer-
Sey”

The Falcons, meanwhile,

are 3-6 after suffering a
fourth consecutive defeat.

“We just didn’t execute
when we needed to. Our
defense got a lot of big-time
stops for us, and we didn’t
put points on the board,”
Falcons quarterback
Michael Penix Jr said.

Coach Reheem Morris
added: “We had plenty of
opportunities to win it.
We’ve just got to find a way
to get better, whether it’s
stopping the run, whether
it’s covering kicks better,
returning the ball better or
converting on third down
— all the things that kind
of hurt us today.”

First regular season
game in Berlin and
more to come

The NFL played five pre-
season games in Berlin
between 1990 and 1994, but
the clash between the
Colts and the Falcons was
the first-ever regular sea-
son game in the city.

The German capital is
to host up to three games
at the Olympic Stadium in
a deal until 2029.

During the week, tickets
for Sunday’s match were
still available. According
to the league, 72,203 people
attended the game
between the Colts and the
Falcons - a record for a
game in Germany.

The Berlin match-up is
the fifth NFL regular sea-
son game in Germany,
with two games each hav-
ing been played in Munich
and Frankfurt since 2022.

This season sees a
record number of seven
international games, with
Madrid and Dublin join-
ing London and Sao Paulo
as host cities.



