
Tuesday, November 25, 2025

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review
  

   

  

  

  
     
    

   
     

    
    
       
    

   
    

 

   
     
  

  
   

 

  

   

   

     
    

   
     

     
       

    
     

     

  
  
   
    
   

   
  
   
  

    
     

   
    

   

  
    

    
    

    
     
   

    
     

 
     

   
    

     
   

   
    

   
  

     
  

   
  

    
    

   
   

 
   

   
    

   
    
     

  
   

    
   

   
    
    

   
  

   

 
                

                
          

   
  

  
   

     
    

      
      

 
  

    
   
    

     
       

    

     

   
   

    
    

      
 

      
    

     
    

   
    
  
   

     
   
       
    
      

    
  

    
    

   
   

  

     

   
  

 
  

 
  

 
   

     
     

 
     

  
     

   

    
   
    

   
    

      
    

    
      

    
 

   
    

      
  

     
   

     

    
      

     
    

      
      
     

   
    

   
     

 
   
   

    
    

 
     

      
   

     
    

   
   
    

    
     

    
   

     
     
       

     
      

    
    

   
    

      
  

   

   

  
     

       
        

         
       

        
          

         

 
 

 

 

 

     
        

  
  

   

    
    

 
    

    
     
    

      
      

    
     

     
      

  
   

   
     
      
    
    

  

    
    

 

  
   

 

  

   

               
               

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

  

  
 

   

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 

Wednesday’s newspaper
will be our annual expanded
Thanksgiving edition. It will
feature a story about Secret
Families Christmas Charity
of  Jay County, team previews,
a feature on a new local eatery
and a column about shared
human experience. We will
not publish Thursday in
observance of  Thanksgiving.

In review
Friends of  the Jay County

Public Library is accepting
donations of  items to help local
teachers restock their
classrooms. The library is
accepting donations during
regular hours through
Saturday, Nov. 29. Items of  need
include facial tissue, notebook
paper, cleaning wipes, folders,
crayons, markers and pencils.

Coming up Coming up
Wednesday — Coverage of

next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Friday — Results from the
JCHS boys basketball season
opener against South Side.

Saturday — Details from
the FRHS girls basketball game
against Mississinawa Valley.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  55 degrees
Sunday. The low was 34.

There is a 50% chance of
rain tonight and a low in the
mid 30s. Skies will be partly
cloudy Wednesday with a
high in the mid 40s with
winds gusting to 35 mph.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

County officials have
been coordinating efforts
for an infrastructure proj-
ect along Indiana 67 for
years.

Without a local financial
commitment, that project
may no longer happen.

Jay County Commission-
ers decided not to make a
formal financial request
Monday to Jay County
Redevelopment Commis-
sion for the 68-acre infra-
structure project. 

They also voted 2-1 to
seek farming bids for the
property for next year. 

Cecil Penland of  design
firm Rundell, Ernstberger
and Associates estimated
the project at roughly $2.654
million Monday. That
amount covers the cost of
the first part of  the pro-
ject’s first phase, which
includes water main, sani-
tary wastewater and lift
station work along with
Indiana Department of
Transportation right-of-
way permit requirements.
He noted water work comes
to $826,210 of  that estimate,
adding that if  it were
removed from the project,
the total could be decreased
to just under $1.64 million.

Jay County Council and
commissioners agreed in
November 2024 to enter
into an inter-local agree-
ment with the redevelop-
ment commission for the
county’s remaining Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act dollars
to go toward the 68-acre
project. Those federal dol-

lars had to be allocated by
the end 2024. Per guide-
lines, they’re also supposed
to be spent by Dec. 31, 2026.

Jay County also applied
for Regional Economic
Acceleration and Develop-
ment Initiative (READI) 2.0
funds with hopes of  receiv-
ing money for the 68-acre
project. Officials say the
state has indicated plans to
grant $1.21 million,
although a formal
announcement awarding
the dollars to Jay County
has not been made to date.

Portland City Council
agreed Oct. 6 to commit
$400,000 toward the project,
with its motion contingent
on the county redevelop-
ment commission con-
tributing the remaining
dollars needed. Earlier this
month, the redevelopment
commission questioned
how much their contribu-
tion would be. 

Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker indicated
at Portland City Council’s
meeting in October that
redevelopment commission
would be asked to fund the
remaining $235,000 for the
project. That amount has
since changed to allow for
contingencies in the proj-
ect, with Aker saying the
request would be for the
redevelopment commission
to fund up to $400,000. In
response, redevelopment
commission requested that
commissioners make a for-
mal funding request for the
project.

See No page 2The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Little Miss and music
Addilyn McClain (above) walks up some steps at Fellowship Baptist Church as she

heads onto the stage during Saturday’s Little Miss Winterfest Pageant. The event was part of Jay
County Chamber of Commerce’s Winterfest activities that kicked off with Christmas at the
Courthouse on Friday night — pictured below, members of the Jay County High School show
choirs sing on the courthouse steps — and continued with the Parade of Lights on Saturday
evening. For a photo of McClain and her court, see page 5.

By DAN WILLIAMS
and SHERIF TAREK
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Israel said it killed
Hezbollah’s military
chief  in a rare airstrike
on Beirut as an almost
year-old ceasefire deal
with the Lebanese gov-
ernment wavers.

The Israeli army said
the attack on Dahieh, on
the southern outskirts of
the capital, killed Hezbol-
lah chief  of  general
staff  Abu Ali Al-
Tabtabai, the militant
group’s No. 2 after Secre-
tary-General Naim
Qassem.

He was “part of  Hezbol-
lah’s senior leadership
and, due to his connec-
tions and abilities, served
as a significant source of
knowledge and influence
within Hezbollah,” the

Israel Defense Forces
said in a statement.

The daylight attack on
Dahieh, on the southern
outskirts of  the capital,
was the first of  its kind in
months and left five people
dead and 28 injured, accord-
ing to Lebanon’s health
ministry. It was ordered,
according to Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office, to thwart the com-
mander’s efforts to build up
the Iran-backed faction’s
capabilities.

Hezbollah confirmed in a
statement Al-Tabtabai was
killed in an Israeli attack
and said his death will
strengthen jihadists.
Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun earlier said the strike
was more evidence
that Israel doesn’t heed
“recurring calls to halt its
assaults on Lebanon.”

The Nov. 27, 2024, cease-
fire deal, mediated by
Washington, required that
Lebanon’s government and
its army remove
Hezbollah from southern
areas near the Israeli bor-
der, and strip it of  weapon-
ry. The deal calmed what
had been the second front
to a regional conflict
sparked by Hamas’ October
2023 attack on Israel from
Gaza.

See Airstrike page 2

Airstrike kills
Hezbollah chief 

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Israel,
Lebanon
ceasefire
wavers

Commissioners decided
against asking for funds

for 68-acre project

No 
request
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COMMUNITY
THANKSGIVING

DINNER
THANKSGIVING DAY

NOVEMBER 27, 2025
1:00 P.M.

ASBURY U. M. CHURCH
PORTLAND, INDIANA

Turkey & dressing, ham,
beverages and table service
provided through donations
from individuals and
organizations in the
community. Those wishing to
make a donation may call:

Carol Smith
260-726-9049

or
Caren Huey
264-729-1239

For those who are homebound,
have a special need, or need
transportation to Asbury, please
call:

Asbury U.M. Church
260-726-8464

Zion Lutheran Church
260-726-8832
(Mornings)

Home delivery requests due
by Noon Wednesday

Carry-in dishes may be brought
to Asbury the afternoon before
or Thanksgiving Day morning.

Do NOT put this flyer in mailboxes"
35th Year of Caring and Sharing

ALL OF JAY WELCOME
FREE...but bring a dish IF YOU WISH

Wednesday, Nov. 25
Shively, Geraldine: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Saturday, Nov. 29
Moore, Stephen: 2 p.m., Red-

key Church of the Nazarene, 801

W. High St., Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Aker brought up the discus-

sion Monday with his fellow
commissioners, suggesting they
make a formal request to the
redevelopment commission. He
said the project would help to
address a housing need in the
community. He also pointed to
other factors, including that the
area is within Portland’s tax
increment financing (TIF) dis-
trict and would capture addi-
tional tax dollars for the city’s
redevelopment commission, and
said the project could have a
return on investment up to $60
million. Penland later noted
that estimate could be higher
now that the county is planning
to build a proposed public safety
building in a different location. 

Commissioner Doug Horn
questioned if  the county would
be liable for additional infra-
structure costs in the future.
Penland noted it would depend
on agreements made with devel-

opers. (No proposals were sub-
mitted for the project following
a request from the county. Per
Indiana law, because there were
no proposals, county officials
may begin negotiating with
individual firms. Aker indicat-
ed Monday there is a developer
interested in the project.)

Commissioner Duane Monroe
said he would not vote in favor
of  the project, saying he won’t
ask the redevelopment commis-
sion to contribute up to $400,000
toward it.

“The developers, they never
came,” he said. “It sounds like a
great idea, but if  you don’t have
someone to build it, you don’t
have anything.”

He also argued the American
Rescue Plan Act dollars and
READI money could have been
utilized for other projects.

Horn said he’s been back and
forth on the matter, pointing out
that the county has made it this
far with the project. He pointed

to concerns about whether the
county will need to take out
more from its coffers to pay for
constructing roads through the
property in the future.

Aker argued in favor of  the
project, noting that additional
housing has been identified as a
major issue across the state and
country. Addressing Horn’s con-
cerns, he pointed out the county
can’t know at this point whether
it will or won’t receive addition-
al grant dollars or if  a developer
will contribute further infra-
structure costs.

“We don’t have a crystal ball
to tell us this, but one thing we
don’t need a crystal ball for is if
we don’t do something, we’re
going to continue to die,” he
said. “You look all around us,
you look down in Randolph
County, they’re putting in devel-
opments everywhere. You look
down in Delaware County,
they’re growing everywhere.
We’re the only place that’s not

growing because we’re not
investing in our community.”

He said there aren’t other
ongoing housing developments
in the county, with Monroe
pointing to efforts in Dunkirk.
Aker noted housing projects
start with an investment. He
argued $400,000 is a small price
to pay compared to the return
on investment, and he said he
felt it would be foolish not to act
on the project at this stage. 

Redevelopment commission
president Carl Walker pointed
out the county’s contribution
also includes past costs, includ-
ing the initial land purchase at
$1.16 million and the $395,000
cost for the design contract with
Rundell, Ernstberger and Asso-
ciates. Aker noted those dollars
came from American Rescue
Plan Act dollars.

There were also concerns
Monday about whether the
county’s American Rescue Plan
Act dollars will still be viable

for the project. (Per federal
guidelines, they are supposed to
be spent by end of  next year.) 

County attorney Wes Scheme-
naur said he wouldn’t feel com-
fortable giving legal advice on
the matter. He indicated consult-
ing firm Baker Tilly has sug-
gested a process that would
involve designating the funds as
revenue replacement and back-
dating them to “reimburse” the
county.

Horn also pointed to the fact
that the county hasn’t received a
formal award letter from the
state for READI 2.0 funds, with
Aker saying representatives
have assured county officials
they have received as much of  a
“yes” for the project as they can
give at this point.

“It’s not that I don’t want to
see progress, but it’s like we
jumped in with everybody’s bor-
rowed money, and that still was-
n’t enough,” he said.

See No page 5

No ...

Continued from page 1
Though Hezbollah ceas

ed its missile attacks, it
refused to freely give up
its arsenal. Israel, citing a
self-defense provision in
the ceasefire agreement,
has waged a campaign of
lethal air strikes against
what it describes as
Hezbollah’s efforts to
rearm and regroup. Those
attacks have surged
recently to an almost
daily pace.

“We will continue to do
everything necessary to
prevent Hezbollah from
reestablishing its threat
capability against us,”
Netanyahu told his cabi-
net in broadcast remarks
on Sunday, hours before
the Beirut attack.

In August, the Lebanese
government instructed its
army to draw up a plan
for disarming Hezbol-
lah and other militias.
The first phase focuses on
south Lebanon and
should be finalized by the
end of  the month, Prime
Minister Nawaf
Salam said in a
Bloomberg interview
on Nov. 20. Beirut and
the Bekaa Valley are

encompassed in later
stages.

However, both Israel and
the U.S. have voiced doubts
about Beirut’s ability to
deliver. Lebanese leaders
have in turn warned that
Israel’s actions are under-
mining the truce.

Though required by the
ceasefire to withdraw
from Lebanon, Israel main
tains five army outposts in
vantage points across the
border. It’s offered to
remove those in return for
Lebanese Armed Forces
action to disarm Hezbol-
lah, which the U.S. desig-
nates as a terrorist group
Israel and Lebanon are
technically in a state of
war.

Israel in July
2024 killed Fuad Shukr,
who at the time was
Hezbollah’s military chief,
in an airstrike on Beirut.

Al-Tabtabai was desig-
nated in 2016 as a global
terrorist by the U.S. State
Department for his activi-
ties in Syria and Yemen.
The U.S., on its “Rewards
for Justice” website, offers
as much as $5 million for
information on his where-
abouts.

By DAN CARDEN
The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service

State Comptroller Elise
Nieshalla is urging
Hoosiers to closely
inspect any letters they
receive that are purport-
edly sent by her office,
especially if  the letter
requests the recipient
send money or take other
immediate action.

Nieshalla said a num-
ber of  false letters with
logos that appear to be
from the comptroller’s
office recently have been

sent to individuals and
businesses across Indi-
ana.

“An entity posing as
the state comptroller’s
office is dishonest and
violates the public’s
trust,” she said. “I want
to ensure all Hoosiers are
aware of  these attempts
and how to recognize a
legitimate communica-
tion from our office to
best protect themselves.”

Nieshalla said the
comptroller’s office never
will request personal
payments by mail. Legiti-
mate correspondence
will also include Indi-
ana’s state seal, a return
address of  200 W. Wash-
ington St. in Indianapo-
lis and contact informa-
tion for verification.

Individuals can con-
firm the validity of  a
mailing by contacting the
comptroller’s office at
(317) 232-3300.

Hoosiers warned
about scam letter

Airstrike ...

Documents
purport to

be from
comptroller

Today
6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park Board, city building, 131 S.

Main St.
6 p.m. — Redkey Town Council, park cabin, 50

Mooney St.

Wednesday
7 a.m. — Portland Fire Department Pension Board,

fire station, 1616 N. Meridian St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.49
Jan. corn .................4.45
Feb. corn .................4.47

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.52
Jan. corn ..................4.42
Feb. corn ..................4.42

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.39
Dec. corn ..................4.39
Beans ......................11.11

Dec. beans ..............11.16
Wheat ......................4.90

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.32
Dec. corn ..................4.33
Beans ......................11.12
Dec. beans ..............11.16
Wheat .......................4.87

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.39
Dec. corn ..................4.39
Beans ......................10.86
Dec. beans ..............10.86
Wheat ......................4.72

In 1914, Joe DiMag-
gio was born in Mar-
tinez, California. He
played 13 seasons for the
New York Yankees —
interrupted by three
years of  service in
World War II — and won
batting titles in 1939 and
1940. He holds the Major
League Baseball record
with a 56-game hitting
streak. 

In 2002, the Agatha
Christie play “The
Mousetrap” was thrown
a royal gala to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of
its opening. 

In 2013, the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls

swim team rolled to a
135-45 destruction of
Adams Central. Win-
ning events for the Patri-
ots were Caitlin Mark,
Jamie Valentine, Katy
Smeltzer, Anne Vor-
mohr, Sophie Bader,
Ashley Mark, Taylor
Campbell and Sydney
Mathias. 

In 2019, Jay County
Commissioners decided
to ask Jay County Plan
Commission to signifi-
cantly scale back pro-
posed setbacks for solar
arrays and make a
change in the setbacks
for new wind farms. 

—The CR

CR almanac

43/24 32/21 32/21 33/29 43/36
Wind

gusts could
reach more
than 40 mph
on Wednes-
day under
mostly cloudy
skies.

Another
50% chance
of snow on
Sunday, with
rain also pos-
sible.

There’s an
approximately
50% chance
of snow on
Saturday
when the high
will be around
33.

Thursday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with the low
reaching
around 21
degrees.

Another day
of mostly
sunny skies
with tempera-
tures dipping
into the low
20s at night.

Wednesday
11/26

Thursday
11/27

Friday
11/28

Saturday
11/29

Sunday
11/30

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$570 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $50

million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 9-3-9
Daily Four: 3-0-0-6
Quick Draw: 4-22-31-

33-34-35-39-41-43-44-45-46-
54-55-63-64-66-68-73-74

Evening
Daily Three: 4-6-7
Daily Four: 3-9-8-5
Quick Draw: 7-11-12-

13-25-26-27-33-35-39-46-52-
53-58-63-68-70-73-75-78 

Cash 5: 1-5-29-33-37
Estimated jackpot:

$90,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-9-1
Pick 4: 2-5-7-5
Pick 5: 1-4-7-0-2
Evening
Pick 3: 5-0-9
Pick 4: 3-8-9-8
Pick 5: 9-7-8-3-6
Rolling Cash 5: 6-19-29-

36-37
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal

starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to

noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Please come early for a
meal. To learn more
information, call (260)
766-2006.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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DEAR ABBY: I’ve been mar-
ried to my husband for two
months. I haven’t told anyone I’m
married except my close friends
and family. Someone recently
messaged me about my husband,
stating that he has Asperger’s.
They know my name and have
my phone number. I don’t know
who this person is or why they
would tell me this now. 

I already suspected my hus-
band has Asperger’s, so I’m not
shocked, but this is eating me up
inside. I can’t sleep. I can’t think.
I recently lost my mom to cancer.
Now I’m facing this. I previously
dated a narcissist who used to lie
regularly. But after all that heart-
break and torment, I’m now with
someone who lies to me again?
I’m so confused and upset. I real-
ly do want to ask my husband to
get assessed. I don’t think I can

trust him anymore. Do you have
advice for me? — LOSING
AGAIN IN CANADA

DEAR LOSING: Let me point
out that individuals who write
anonymous letters usually are
not trying to be helpful and
instead may be trying to cause
trouble in your marriage.
Before asking your husband to
be assessed for Asperger’s, go
online and read as much infor-
mation about it as you can.
You might also consider con-

tacting the Association for
Autism and Neurodiversity
(aane.org), which has been
mentioned in my column
before. 

If  what you learn from reli-
able resources indicates that it
could be your husband’s prob-
lem, then by all means suggest
he be assessed. He may not
necessarily be “lying” to you
as much as being in denial.
This does not have to destroy a
marriage. Many successful
people are on the spectrum.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My best friend

and co-worker is 57. I’m 32. Her
husband died two years ago, leav-
ing her and her 22-year-old son
alone. We’ve been best friends
and co-workers for the last six
years, but over the last few
months, I’ve been realizing she’s

a lot more to me than just a
friend. 

I am nervous about trying to
make advances because I don’t
know if  the feelings are mutual
or how she views our age differ-
ence. I don’t want to risk ruining
our friendship. I just know that
my heart skips a few beats when
our eyes meet or our fingers acci-
dently touch. I’ve realized these
last few months that I’m falling
hard for her, and I’m afraid to let
her know. If  I don’t, however, my
feelings are going to eat me alive.
What should I do? — FALLING
FOR HER IN KANSAS

DEAR FALLING: Ask your
best friend (and co-worker) to
join you for a casual lunch or
dinner. Keep it light but tell
her how much you enjoy her
company and ask if  the age
difference between you both-

ers her. If  the answer is no,
explain that you care very
much for her and wonder if
she’d be open to the idea of
dating you. 

If  she says yes, and there are
rules at your job that discour-
age “fraternizing,” you may
have to find another place to
work. If  she responds that dat-
ing would be awkward, let her
know you will always be her
friend because you think she
is special.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Anonymous message stirs up painful memories

Dear
Abby

Cincinnatus
League

The Cincinnatus League
recently made donations to area
organizations. Pictured from left
are Julia Schwomeyer of
Cincinnatus League, Rusty Inman
of John Jay Learning for Center,
Kyle Cook of Jay Community
Center, Carol Smith of Community
Thanksgiving Dinner, Traci Gross
of United Way of Jay County and
Jay-Randolph Developmental
Services, and Drew Houck of
Cincinnatus League.

Community Calendar
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To the editor:
In this time of  blessing

and thanks, the Jay Patriot
Band Boosters would like
to extend a thank you to
The Portland Foundation
and the Jay School Corpo-
ration. 

The Jay County High
School Marching Patriots
were awarded a grant to aid
in the purchase of  new
music stands and carts.
These new music stands
replaced the ones that were
several years old. The new
music stands are a wonder-
ful improvement for our
students, and the carts
allow ease in moving the
stands where they are need-
ed. 

We are grateful for this
financial opportunity from
the foundation and match-
ing funds from the Jay
School Corporation and
extend our sincere thanks
to all involved. 

We also want to take this
opportunity to thank the

many patrons of  the foot-
ball concession stand over
the past few months. With-
out the revenue generated
at the concession stand, we
would not be able to pro-
vide this award-winning
band program in our com-
munity. We hope to see
many of  you at the upcom-
ing basketball games and
help support this amazing
music program.

We are blessed to live in a
community that provides
such great support both
financially and otherwise
and we thank you all. 

Go Patriots.
Sincerely,
Rachel Benirschke
Jay Patriot Band Boost-

ers

Band boosters
say thank you

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Show me the map!
Just like Jerry Maguire said

way back in 1996, there’s an obvi-
ous conclusion brewing in Indi-
ana’s redistricting fight: let’s
stop trying to pin lawmakers
down to vote for a fictitious map.
Let’s put one on the table for
everyone to see and debate.

This discussion has been
going on for three months. At
least 21 Republicans in the Indi-
ana House and Senate have com-
mitted to voting yes on a map
they either haven’t seen or is
locked behind closed political
doors. Others have come out
against the very idea of  redis-
tricting mid-cycle, which would
be unprecedented in Indiana.

But the majority are in the
middle — taking the absolutely
reasonable approach that they
aren’t going to promise to vote
for or against something they
haven’t seen.

And for that reasonable
approach, they are being
attacked by President Donald
Trump, who apparently has
nothing better to do than threat-
en fellow Republicans in a fly-
over state with primary chal-
lengers.

“To this day, we have not seen
a map we are being pressured to
support. It’s probably in the desk
drawer of  some Washington,
D.C. consultant,” said Sen. Sue
Glick, R-LaGrange, this week.

The national context is Trump
is worried about the midterm
elections, which historically
result in big losses for the party
in power. So, he is pushing
Republican states to gerryman-
der their congressional maps to
ensure the GOP picks up more
seats.

So much for running on your
accomplishments and letting
voters judge you for your
actions.

The Republican line of  argu-
ment is that Democrats have ger-
rymandered current maps so
badly it’s time for Republicans to
do the same. If  your son or
daughter came to you and said
kids in their class were cheating
on tests and impacting the
curve, would you tell them also
to cheat?

It’s important to note that the
maps in question — drawn by all
50 states after the 2020 census —
have led to Republican majori-
ties in the U.S. House in both
2022 and 2024.

Both sides lack integrity on

the issue. Both sides should
stick to their morals and values
instead of  abandoning them
when power is at stake. And
this also applies to Democrat-
led states that have champi-
oned nonpartisan map-making
only to reject that now. I’m talk-
ing to you, California.

Indiana lawmakers loved our
2021 maps. In fact, some of
those now wanting a rewrite
voted for them, or even helped
create them. I have asked sever-
al legislators what is wrong
with Indiana’s maps — and the
answer is never about Indiana
but other states.

The fight over redistricting
is showing the best and worst
of  Hoosiers, depending on
where you sit. It is tearing the
Republican Party apart and
could lead to a separation of
powers fight as Gov. Mike
Braun promises to find ways to
“compel” senators to abide by
his special session call.

Of  course, he can’t “compel”
them to vote the way he wants,
but I do agree that the Senate
has taken a dreadful approach
by ignoring the governor’s con-
stitutional right to call a spe-
cial session. It’s a smack in the
face of  the highest order and I
think is beneath what is sup-
posed to be the more senior and
respectful chamber of  the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Whether you are for or
against redistricting, showing
up matters.

House Speaker Todd Huston
says his caucus has the 51 votes
necessary to move forward,
and to keep the first two weeks
of  December clear — a wait-
and-see approach. He could
move the discussion forward
by filing a proposed bill and
map, holding hearings and vot-
ing.

Show me the map!
••••••••••

Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle, has cov-
ered the Indiana Statehouse
since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is
an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

It’s time to
show the map

Letters to
the Editor

Niki
Kelly

By SHELDON H. JACOBSON
Tribune News Service

Artificial intelligence has
become a societal disrup-
tor. Generative AI tools
like ChatGPT have reached
across society, giving every-
one with a smartphone the
opportunity to interact with
AI in new ways. With such
capabilities now in the main-
stream, though, the tasks that
AI systems can deliver means
that the list of  jobs at risk for
elimination is long and grow-
ing. AI systems are poised to
transform and subsume jobs
that involve repetitive tasks
that can be learned.

Here is a list of  four such
tasks that place their associ-
ated jobs at risk.

Translation
When people from different

countries interact, language
can be a barrier. Many coun-
tries around the world teach
English as a second language,
but when groups with differ-
ent languages must interact,
speaking in your native voice
is nearly always preferred. AI
systems like Google Trans-
late and DeepL seamlessly
provide real-time translation
between a multitude of  lan-
guages. This facilitates more
fluid communication, effec-
tively widening the footprint
for global economics and edu-
cation.

While most human transla-
tors have a limited set of  lan-
guages that they can translate
from and into, AI translator
systems can work across as
many as 200 languages, pro-
viding an efficient vehicle to
bridge people and eliminate
language barriers.

Courtroom recording
Every courtrooms has a

person busily typing on what
looks like a miniature type-
writer. They are responsible
for recording every word spo-
ken during the proceeding.
Their skills are immense,
given the speed at which they
must work and the accuracy
demanded of  them. An AI
system can be designed to
record the information being
discussed and communicated
during such proceedings.
Court reporter roles are like-
ly to be transformed by AI,
with a new generation of
court reporters used to vet
and ensure the integrity of
the court proceedings pro-
duced by AI systems. Because

multiple AI systems can
simultaneously transcribe
court proceedings, such
duplication can cost-effective-
ly provide the necessary accu-
racy demanded by the legal
system.

Copy editing
Newspapers and publishers

use copy editors to edit arti-
cles and books. AI systems
are well-suited for this task;
learning grammar and tap-
ping into a nearly unlimited
number of  words allows AI
systems to polish the rough-
est first drafts of  any manu-
script. Moreover, revisions by
AI could be be done nearly
instantaneously. Every news-
paper and publisher can bene-
fit from such a product.
Instead of  having a group of
copy editors on staff, a single
IT person can manage the
flow of  manuscripts being
edited by AI systems.

Legal support
Every law firm uses junior

lawyers, often directly out of
law school, to do numerous
tasks, including case
research, preparing briefings
and supporting expert wit-
ness declarations. Because
the format and style of  many
of  the resulting documents
are similar, AI systems are
well suited to create them.
This would reduce the num-
ber of  junior lawyers
required to handle cases, and
thus the cost of  legal services
for clients. It would also cre-
ate a new breed of  paralegals,
with significant IT skills to
oversee AI systems that pro-
duce all such documents.

Before permitting AI sys-
tems to generate pink slips
for these workers, though,
one must look at the entire
gestalt of  their jobs.

Translator and court
reporter tasks can certainly
be done by AI systems, signif-
icantly reducing the number
of  people in these jobs and
saving organizations both
time and money. Yet the
human element of  capturing
how people interact would be

missed by such a system; the
same words when spoken
together can mean different
things, for example, based on
the tone or context in which it
is spoken. This is certain to
create misunderstandings.

••••••••••
Some of  the jobs at risk of

elimination also provide
training, serving as stepping
stones for higher positions
that could not be replaced by
AI systems. Editors and man-
aging editors may begin their
careers as copy editors. The
same holds true with lawyers,
who must go through perfunc-
tory roles as junior lawyers
before assuming the responsi-
bilities of  overseeing large
and complex cases.

AI systems will continue to
push into new domains and
transform how work is exe-
cuted. Much like when U.S.
companies move their manu-
facturing operations over-
seas to take advantage of
lower labor costs, replacing
people by AI systems can also
save money. However, the
price paid for indiscriminate-
ly reducing workforces to
save money will have unin-
tended downstream conse-
quences.

Instead of  fearing what AI
will take away, embrace the
new opportunities that AI
will provide. Training people
to be part of  AI systems has
already become a growth
industry. The challenge is
how to include a larger foot-
print of  the workforce and
give them the skills to be part
of  this burgeoning new econ-
omy.

Change is never easy. With
each new job impacted by AI
systems, new opportunities
are certain to emerge. But
simply replacing people with
AI systems to save money
today will create human capi-
tal talent voids in the future
that AI systems may be
unable to fill. Indeed, a penny
saved by AI today may end up
costing many dollars in lost
human capital talent in the
future.

••••••••••
Jacobson is a professor of

computer science in the
Grainger College of  Engineer-
ing at the University of  Illi-
nois Urbana-Champaign. He
has researched risk-based avi-
ation security for over 25 years,
which provided the technical
justification for TSA
PreCheck. 

AI will delete some jobs
Sheldon H.
Jacobson
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Winterfest winners
Jay County Chamber of Commerce hosted its annual Little Miss Winterfest and

inaugural Golden Miss Winterfest contest Saturday. Pictured above are (from left) Little
Miss Winterfest second runner-up Eden Lee, Little Miss Winterfest Addilyn McClain and
first runner-up Kennedy Newell. Pictured at right is Jay County’s first Golden Miss
Winterfest Naomi Betts.

Continued from page 2
“Now I’m going to have

to maybe make people pay
more to make it happen
when we could have used
that money to actually
make something happen,
and, there’s just so many
dang things we don’t know
…”

Aker again argued for
the need for housing, say-
ing the project makes an
effort to create growth in
the county. He also pointed
out the project has made it
this far.

“Schools are closing up.
We’re losing students,
we’re losing population,”
he said. “We need places to
live. And this is what
we’re trying to do. There’s
nothing else on the board,
anyone trying to do this … 

“We’ve got the engineer-

ing done, mostly done,
we’ve got the property
bought, I don’t know what
else you want to do. If
someone else has a better
idea, I’d love to hear it,
because we haven’t been
approached by anything.
I’ll leave it at that,” he con-
tinued. 

Aker opened the floor
for a motion to request up
to $400,000 from the rede-
velopment commission,
but no motion followed. 

Monroe then made a
motion to seek farm bids
for the property for next
year. Horn and Monroe
voted in favor, with Aker
dissenting.

••••••••
For more news from the

commissioners’ meeting,
see Wednesday’s newspa-
per. 

No ...



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

COMMUNITY THANKS-
GIVING DINNER. Plan
now to attend November
27, 2025, 1:00 pm.
Asbury UM Church. All
Jay County welcome. No
charge for the meal.
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION &
ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-
726-5062, leave mes-
sage.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing seam
metal roofs. When Quali-
ty Counts, Count On US.
A company you can trust.
Member of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

LAND AUCTION
MONDAY

DECEMBER 1st, 2025
5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED:  CR 100 N,
6.5 MILES E OF HWY
27. PORTLAND, IN
REAL ESTATE

96.6 Acres in Section
16, Noble Twp. Jay
County, Indiana. 

Tract 1: 76 +/- Acres
with 68 Acres Tillable

with frontage on County
Road 100 N.

Tract 2: 20 +/- Acres
Wooded with Access via
a 25’ Lane from County
Road 100 N. Wooded
Acreage in Classified

Forest. 
Tract 3: Combination of

Tracts       
1 and 2. 

Note: Tillable Acreage
does have some tile but

not systematically
drained. More acreage
can be made tillable.

Very desirable Farm in a
great location! 
OWNERS: 

Jeffrey V & Agnes M
Smith. 

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

FREE EST. 
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING

TOPPING
REMOVAL

STUMP GRINDING
Firewood 4 Sell
Bucket Truck & 

BobCat Services Avail.
OVER 30 

YEARS EXPERIENCE
Andy King 

765-881-1611
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
E Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
Thursday Evening

DECEMBER 4, 2025 
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE - PIKE
TOWNSHIP, JAY
COUNTY INDIANA

TRACT 1 -  31.48 acres
of land located in Sec-
tion 30 of Pike Town-

ship.   28.92 acres of till-
able land and the bal-
ance in non tillable land
and roadway.  This par-
cel of land has road
frontage on CR 175W

and 
CR 800 S.    

TRACT 2 - 43 +/- acres
of land with approxi-
mately 42 acres of till-
able land and the bal-
ance in roadway and
utility transmission tow-

ers. 
This parcel of land has
road frontage on CR

175W.
TRACT 3 - 74.48 +/-
acres of land, which is
the combination of Tract

1 and Tract 2. 
For more information
contact Gary Loy, Auc-
tioneer at (260) 726-
5160 or Kim Loy, Real
Estate Broker at (260)

726-2700.
MITCH AND CHRISTI

LOY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review Call

726-8141

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 

38C01-2511-EU-000031
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
John T. Loper, Sr.,

Deceased
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that John
T. Loper, Jr., was, on November
13, 2025, appointed personal
representative of the estate of
John T. Loper, Sr., deceased,
who died on November 2, 2025,
and was authorized to adminis-
ter said estate without court su-
pervision.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the clerk of this
court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
November 14, 2025.

Melissa Elliot
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court

Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN 

& BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue

Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566

Attorney for Estate
CR 11-18,25-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR
COURT

2025 TERM
CAUSE NO: 38D01-2511-MI-

000032
HOME FREE ENTER-

PRISES – 
INDIANA 2024, LLC

Plaintiff
and THE HIGHEST RANK-
ING OFFICER  OF GREAT

FUTURE, LLC
DEBORAH A. ELMORE

THE HIGHEST RANKING
OFFICER OF INDIANA

DEPT. OF REVENUE
THE HIGHEST RANKING
OFFICER OF  INDIANA

DEPT. OF REVENUE
COY BURKS AND THE UN-
KNOWN HUSBAND, WIFE,
WIDOW, WIDOWER, CHILD,

CHILDREN, DESCEN-
DANTS, HEIRS, SURVIV-

ING SPOUSES, CREDITORS
AND ADMINISTRATORS OF

THE ESTATE; DEVISEES,
LEGATEES, TRUSTEES,

EXECUTORS OF THE LAST
WILL AND TESTAMENTS;

SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST
AND ASSIGNS, RESPECT-
FULLY, OF EACH OF THE

FORGOING PERSONS, ALL
OF  WHOM ARE UNKNOWN

TO PLAINTIFF; ALL OF
THE WOMEN ONCE

KNOWN BY ANY OF THE
NAMES AND DESIGNA-
TIONS ABOVE STATED

WHOSE NAMES MAY HAVE
BEEN CHANGED AND WHO

ARE NOW KNOWN BY
OTHER NAMES; THE

NAMES OF ALL WHOM
ARE UNKNOWN TO THE

PLAINTIFF, AS THE
SPOUSES OF EACH OF THE

PERSONS NAMED
ABOVE, OR DESCRIBED
AND DESIGNATED AS

DEFENDANTS IN THIS AC-
TION WHO ARE  MARRIED;

THE NAMES OF ALL OF
WHOM ARE UNKNOWN TO
PLAINTIFF; ALL PERSONS
AND CORPORATIONS WHO
ASSERT OR MIGHT ASSERT
ANY TITLE, CLAIM OR IN-
TEREST IN OR LIEN UPON

THE REAL ESTATE AND
INTEREST THEREIN

DESCRIBED IN THE COM-
PLAINT IN THIS ACTION

BY, UNDER OR THROUGH
ANY OF THE DEFEN-

DANTS IN THIS ACTION
NAMED, DESCRIBED OR

DESIGNATED IN THIS 
COMPLAINT AND ABOVE
NAMED; ALL OF WHOM

ARE UNKNOWN TO THIS
PLAINTIFF.
Defendant(s)

SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 

Notice is hereby given to the
following named persons who
may claim some interest in
the following described real
estate and whose where-
abouts are unknown or some
or all of whom are unknown to
the Plaintiff, to wit:

“SEE DEFENDANTS
LISTED ABOVE”

You have been sued in the
above entitled action to Quiet
Title to the following de-
scribed real estate located in
Jay County, Indiana, to wit:
A.
Parcel ID No: 38-09-08-101-
085.000-014
Legal: 45’ W PT LOT 7 BLK 32
O P
Common Address: 210 W.
North St., Dunkirk IN 47336
B.
Parcel ID No: 38-09-14-403-
011.000-031
Legal: 75’ X 335’ PT SE ¼ S14
T22 R12 .55 A
Common Address: 80 N.
Sycamore St., Redkey IN
47373
That unless you appear in
person or by counsel and re-
spond to the allegations of
said complaint within thirty
(30) days after the last publi-
cation of this notice a judg-
ment by default may be
entered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the Com-
plaint.

Clerk of Jay County, 
Indiana

JON D. MADISON (26466-33)
DeFur Voran LLP

400 S. Walnut Street, Ste. 200
Muncie IN 47305

765- 288-3651
765- 288-7068 (fax)

CR 11-18,25,12-2-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The following will be 

sold for charges:
2381 E 200 N PORTLAND on

12/16/2025 @ 10:00AM
2007 CHEVROLET

2GCEC13C971560347 $2,370.00
2019 HYUNDAI

5NPE24AF7KH749264
$2,195.00

CR 11-25-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
CITY OF PORTLAND ZONING ADMINISTRATION

PORTLAND BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT: Randy Hopkins, 863 S 100
E, Portland, IN, has filed with the City of Portland Board of Zon-
ing Appeals a petition, #Var2025-11-17, requesting a Use Vari-
ance to the zoning regulations, to wit:

Parcel ID: 38-07-22-300-015.002-033
Location: 863 S 100 E, Portland, Wayne Township, Section
22, within the 2-mile jurisdictional area of Portland.

Property is Zoned: Rural Residential (RR)
Action: Requesting approval to sell cars at the residential ad-
dress listed. The zoning of Rural Residential (RR) does not
allow for this type of business, therefore the request requires
Use Variance approval from the Portland Board of Zoning Ap-
peals.
A public hearing will be held by said Board on December 9,
2025 at 5:30 pm in the Community Resource Center, 118 S Merid-
ian Street, Portland, Indiana. At that time, all interested per-
sons will be given the opportunity to be heard in reference to
matters set out in the petition. The petition and file on this mat-
ter is available for public inspection at the Jay/Portland Build-
ing & Planning Department, 118 S Meridian Street / Ste E,
Portland, Indiana 47371. If unable to attend the meeting, the De-
partment will accept letters from the public prior to the meet-
ing date.

Questions may be directed to the office at 260-726-6904.
Portland Board of Zoning Appeals

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/Director

Date: 11/18/25
Portland BZA Members:

Aaron Loy by City Council 01/01/23-12/31/26
Kyle Cook by Mayor 01/01/24-12/31/27
Virginia Burkey by Mayor 01/01/24-12/31/26
Larry Petro by Mayor 01/01/24-12/31/27
Ron Laux by Portland Plan Commission 01/01/24-12/31/27
CR 11-25-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY ZONING ADMINISTRATION

JAY COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT: Tristen Harmon, 445 S
Broadway Street, Pennville,  IN, had filed with the Jay County
Board of Zoning Appeals a petition, #Var2025-11-10,  requesting
a Use Variance to the zoning regulations, to wit:

Parcel ID: 38-01-34-104-044.000-011
Location: 445 S Broadway Street, Pennville, IN, Penn Town-
ship, Section 34

Action Requested: Requesting Use Variance approval to oper-
ate a small scale low impact Cerakoting and powder coating
business out of a detached building on said property.
A public hearing will be held by said Board on December 18,
2025 at 6:00 pm in the Community  Resource Center, 118 S Merid-
ian Street, Portland, Indiana.
At that time, all interested persons  will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard in reference to matters set out in the petition.
The  petition and file on this matter is available for public in-
spection at the Jay/Portland Building &  Planning Department,
118 S Meridian Street / Ste E, Portland, Indiana 47371. If unable
to attend  the meeting, the Department will accept letters from
the public prior to the meeting date.
Questions may be directed to the office at 260-726-6904.

Jay County Board of Zoning Appeals
John Hemmelgarn

Zoning Administrator/Director
Date: 11/17/25

Jay County BZA Members:
Angela Paxson appt. by Commissioners 01/01/22-12/31/25
Kaleb Hemmelgarn appt. by Commissioners 01/01/23-12/31/26
Steve Ford appt. by Commissioners 01/01/24-12/31/27
Marla Lutes appt. by Commissioners 01/01/24-12/31/27
Scott Hilfiker appt. by Commissioners 01/01/23-12/31/27
CR 11-25-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO:

38C01-2510-PL-000010
MICHELLE RAY

Plaintiff
vs.

ALL LIVING HEIRS OF REX
A. EDMUNDSON, SR, and
All Others Who May Claim

Any Lien on or Interest in the
Real Estate

Described Herein,
Defendants

SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

This summons is to the Defen-
dants above named and to any
other persons who may be con-
cerned.
You are notified that you have
been sued in the Jay Circuit
Court, Jay County, Indiana, in
the case set forth in the caption
above, by the person named
above as Plaintiff. This sum-
mons by publication is specifi-
cally directed to the Defendants
named above and all others
who may claim any lien on or in-
terest in the Real Estate de-
scribed below.
The named Plaintiff is repre-
sented by Joshua A. Atkinson,
940 N. Meridian St., Portland,
IN 47371.
The nature of this suit against
you is to quiet title in Plaintiff to
the Real Estate described be-
low against the named Defen-
dants and the world and the
Real Estate is located in Jay
County Indiana:
In-Lot 44 and the West Half of
In-Lot 43 in A. Grissell’s Third
Addition to the Town of Pen-
nville, Indiana.
An answer or other response in
writing to the complaint must
be filed either by you or your at-
torney within thirty (30) days af-
ter the last notice is published
and if you fail to do so, judg-
ment by default may be ren-
dered against you for the relief
demanded by the Plaintiff.
If you have a claim for relief
against the Plaintiff arising
from the same transaction or
occurrence, you must assert it
in your written answer or re-
sponse.

Dated: 10-22,2025
Melissa Elliott

Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court
CR 11-25,12-2,9-2025-HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might

find in

The Commercial Review

Classifieds.
From a  new car to a new home,

to a new job, the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141

BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

Continued from page 8
Outside of  Williams,

Claire Gaerke shot a 126
in her individual game.
She also had the best fill
percentage of  the new
Indians at 44.4% (8-for-
18).

Elizabeth Kahlig and
Malia Grisez both strug-
gled in the individual
games with scores of  78
and 58 pins.

Fort Recovery failed to
make up any ground in
the baker games. The
Cougars shot better in
four games and both
teams knocked over 145
pins in the second. The
Tribe shot scores of  126,

145, 125, 155 and 119,
respectively.

Picking up spares con-
tinued to be a problem for
the Indians as they only
filled 18-of-41 spare
attempts (43.9%) result-
ing in 23 open frames
(54% fill percentage).

“It’s just pin count,”
Stone said of  what the
team needs to work on.
“Instead of  throwing two
or three gutters in a row,
we need to just get some
pins. … We’ve got some
practices coming up then
Thanksgiving so they’ll
get a break. But other
than that, I think we’re
doing fine.”

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys basketball vs. South Side –
6 p.m.; Freshman boys basketball vs. South
Side – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Middle school girls basket-
ball vs. Versailles – 5 p.m.

Friday
Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs. Mississi-

nawa Valley – 6 p.m.

 TV schedule
Today

1 p.m. — College basketball: Michigan State
vs. East Carolina (BTN); Rutgers vs. Notre Dame
(TNT)

3:30 p.m. — College basketball: Syracuse vs.
Kansas (TNT)

6 p.m. — College basketball: St. Bonaventure
vs. North Carolina (FS1); Tennessee vs. Houston
(TNT)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Mount St.
Mary’s at Ohio State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Western Michi-
gan at Eastern Michigan (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tournament: Orlando
Magic at Philadelphia 76ers (NBC)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Kansas State
vs. Indiana (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Winthrop at
Nebraska (BTN); Michigan vs. Auburn (TNT)

10 p.m. — College basketball: UCLA vs. Cal
(ESPN)

11 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tournament: Los
Angeles Clippers at Los Angeles Lakers (NBC)

11 p.m. — College basketball: San Diego
State vs. Oregon (TNT)

Wednesday
12 p.m. — College basketball: Vanderbilt vs.

Western Kentucky (ESPN)
2:30 p.m. — College basketball: VCU vs.

South Florida (ESPN2)
5 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tournament: Detroit

Pistons at Boston Celtics (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tournament: Min-

nesota Timberwolves at Oklahoma City Thunder

(ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — College basketball: St. Mary’s

vs. Wichita State (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tournament: Mem-

phis Grizzlies at New Orleans Pelicans (NBC)
10 p.m. — NBA In-Season Tournament: Hous-

ton Rockets at Golden State Warriors (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Seattle Krak-

en (NBC)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email
details to sports@thecr.com

Sports on tap

Spares
By SEAN HAMMOND
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

CHICAGO — The
Pittsburgh Steelers had
one last chance Sunday,
taking over at their 20-
yard line with 1:29
remaining.

Needing a field goal to
tie, quarterback Mason
Rudolph marched the
Pittsburgh offense to
midfield, but his fourth-
down pass was tipped at
the line of  scrimmage
by Chicago Bears safety
Jaquan Brisker and fell
incomplete.

The Bears held on for

a 31-28 victory in front
of  59,658 fans at Soldier
Field — their eighth win
in nine games and
fourth in a row — to
remain atop the NFC
North standings at 8-3.

On a day when the
Steelers were playing
without quarterback
Aaron Rodgers, the
Bears defense forced two
key turnovers that the
offense turned into
points. That proved to be
the difference.

A pivotal one came in
the third quarter when
Bears defensive end
Montez Sweat stripped

Rudolph, the Steelers
backup who started in
place of  Rodgers. The
ball bounced around on
the ground for several
seconds before Sweat
jumped on it for a fum-
ble recovery. It was
Sweat’s second sack of
the game.

The Bears turned it
into a touchdown a
short while later when
running back Kyle
Monangai punched in a
2-yard score. That put
the Bears ahead 31-21
early in the fourth quar-
ter. Then the defense
came up with a pair of

key late stops to hold on
for the win.

In the first half, Bears
cornerback Nahshon
Wright picked off
Rudolph’s first pass of
the day. Rudolph target-
ed top receiver DK Met-
calf on a deep ball to his
left, but the ball was
underthrown and
Wright made a wild,
one-handed catch for his
fifth interception this
season.

The Bears turned the
takeaway into a touch-
down when Williams
connected with DJ
Moore on a 5-yard pass.

Bears get eighth win in nine games
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Smoked Bone In uurkey Breasts (55-7 lb & 10-12 lb avgg)) . .$4.99//llbb

lb
$749Boneless

Rump Roasts
Smoked
Pork
Chops

Mini Colby & Cojack Cheeses-......................................$5.69/lb
Pumpkin Mousse .........................................................$6.39/lb

Prime to Choice

T-Bones

lb
$499

Stew Meat lb
$769

Country
Style
Sausage $299

lb
$1449
F
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CELINA, Ohio — In the
second match of  the day,
the Indians didn’t have
the prettiest baker scores,
but individual efforts
were more than enough
to push them to a sweep.

The Fort Recovery High
School boys bowling team
picked up a pair of  wins
at Plaza Lanes on Satur-
day, beating St. Henry in
a nonconference match
2,478-2,438 and Van Wert
2,261-2,172.

While the Tribe (3-0)
only totaled 691 pins in
the five baker games,
Anthony Roessner, Troy
Post and Garrett Diller
put up strong perform-
ances in the individual
games. The trio had
series of  388, 334 and 298
pins, respectively.

Also rolling one indi-
vidual game each were
Gabe Acheson (179), A.J.
Siefring (156), Leland Wil-
son (112) and Zach Ervin
(103).

Siefring led the Indians
in the opening match
against St. Henry with
games of  225 and 191 for a
416 series. Roessner fol-
lowed with a 371 series.

Bowling in just one
individual game each
were Wilson (183), Ache-
son (175), Riley Stammen
(149) and Troy Post (129).

Laux leads
WESTFIELD — Jay

County High School’s
girls swim team opened
its season on Saturday at
the Kristin Rice Invita-
tional hosted by West-
field.

Freshman Maria Laux
posted the best finish for
the Patriots by posting a
time of  59.62 seconds in
the 100-yard freestyle for
third place.

The Patriots also had a
third-place finish in the
200 freestyle relay in 1
minute, 51.38 seconds.
Laux led off  the relay
with Elly Byrum, Brook-
lynn Byrum and Lauren
Fisher following.

Jay County had five

other top-five finishes.
Brooklynn Byrum fin-
ished fourth in the 200
freestyle, while Gillian
Keller matched in the 1-
meter diving. The 400
freestyle relay team also
placed fourth.

Fifth-place finishes
belonged to Kali Newell
(diving) and the 200 indi-
vidual medley relay.

Jay takes three
MOORESVILLE — The

Jay County High School
girls wrestling team went
3-2 at the Mooresville
Duals on Saturday.

The Patriots (5-3) beat
Jennings County 72-12 and
Terre Haute North Vigo
47-33 in pool play while
falling to Perry Meridian
69-12. Then in crossover
play, Jay County beat
Greenwood 48-30, but lost
to Mt. Vernon 46-36.

Katie Rowles, the
fourth-ranked wrestler in
the 100-pound weight
class, had the best day
with four victories and
one loss. Her sole loss
came to No. 6 Aniah Del-
gado of  Perry Meridian
via fall in 5 minutes, 23
seconds. She bounced
back to tech fall No. 5
Emma Ellis of  North Vigo
16-0.

No. 13 Maleah Parsons
(140 pound weight class)
won three matches. Her
highlight was pinning No.
16 Molly Wathen of  Jen-
nings County in the 135
match.

No. 7 Amara Crawford
also won three matches for
the Patriots.

JCHS will have 10 days
off  before hosting Center-
ville on Dec. 2.

Referendum passed
The OHSAA passed an

emergency bylaw refer-
endum to allow high
school athletes to sign
and benefit from con-
tracts surrounding name,
image and likeness (NIL).

The new bylaw allows
high school student ath-
letes to receive compen-
sation from businesses in
return for use of  their
name, image and likeness
for services such as
endorsements, social
media, public appear-
ances and licensing,
based solely on the ath-
lete’s athletic notoriety.

The bylaw specifically
prohibits pay-to-play or
the idea of  paying ath-
letes simply for the sake
of  competing. It also does
not allow for the forming
of  collectives, or groups
of  alumni who pool dona-
tions and fundraising
through NIL for student
athletes.

For more information
on the decision, visit
ohsaa.org/Eligibility/NI
L-resource-center.

Girls power
CONVERSE — The Jay

County winter swim
team competed at the
Oak Hill Eagle Invita-
tional on Saturday.

The Jay County girls
topped the entire field,
while the boys and girls
combined finished just
behind host Oak Hill.

Brea Steiner, Maddy
Timmerman and Emalee
Aker all earned division-
al cuts in the 100-yard
freestyle.

Four Jay County girls
finished as the high point
winners as well. 

Hayden Guggenbiller
dominated the 8-and-
younger division, while
Isla Kaiser took care of
the other end of  the age
groups by topping the 13-
and-older girls. 

In between, Jaley
Knapschafer controlled
the 9-10-year-old division,
while Carsyn Guggen-
biller earned the top spot
of  the 11-12-year-old girls.

Tribe takes two
Local
Roundup
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Fort Recovery boys bowling
beat St. Henry and VWHS,
see roundup below

JCHS boys basketball
opens season today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

CELINA, Ohio — The Indians
are coming off  the best season
in program history but have
some question marks after grad-
uating three starters.

A strong pack of  Cougars
showed them that they will have
some work to do to remain com-
petitive.

Fort Recovery High School’s
girls bowling team fell to the
Van Wert Cougars 2,284-2,093 on
Saturday at Plaza.

“We have work to do,” said
FRHS coach Doug Stone. “I
mean, we stayed up with them.
… We were throwing the ball
well, but we’ve got to just keep
picking up our spares. Those are
big.”

The Tribe (1-1) didn’t do the
best at keeping frames clean as
the team only had a combined
fill percentage of  54.7% (82-for-
150), while Van Wert sat at 61.3%
(92-for-150).

Fort Recovery’s top three
bowlers all filled over 60% of
their frames, including Lilah
Thien, who had a match-high
83.3%.

Thien, Deanna Brown and
Jadyn Wyerick, the three
returners from last year’s team
that competed at state, all fin-
ished in the top four from the
individual games. Brown had
the best series of  351 pins, beat-
ing out Van Wert’s Reagan
Horine – she competed at state
in Division I as an individual –
who shot a 348. A match-high 211
pins in her first game gave
Wyerick the third best series at
346, while Thien had a 329. (Van
Wert’s Aydreigh Hanicq was the
only other bowler to break the
300 mark with a 324 series, and
Horine followed Wyerick’s game
high with a 210.)

Despite the top three Indians
being in the top four bowlers
from the individual games,
FRHS entered the baker games
trailing Van Wert (1-0) by 72
pins.

“I want to give all the girls an
opportunity,” Stone said.
“That’s hard to do because I’ve
got four new bowlers, so we just

have to work together as a team
to be more consistent.”

The top score from the first-
year bowlers came from Liliana
Williams as she rolled a 135. The
lone freshman on the Tribe did-
n’t have the best start in her
individual game as she left the
first two frames open by coming
up light on the 1 and 2 pins and

then chopped the one on a 1-2-7
leave.

Williams recovered with
back-to-back strikes. She men-
tally redeemed herself  in the
fifth frame by picking up the 1-
2-7 that she chopped in the sec-
ond.

The success during the indi-
vidual game also earned her a

spot in the lineup for four out
of  the five baker games.

“I kind of  just told myself  I can
do it and get those strikes,”
Williams said. “It makes me feel
pretty good to know that I’m able
to bowl more than one baker
game, because usually I only bowl
one or two and today I got four.”

See Spares page 7

Struggles with spares
Tribe only fills 54.7% of frames in loss to Van Wert

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jadyn Wyerick of the Fort Recovery High School girls bowling team follows through while rolling her Storm Tropical
Surge during Saturday’s 2,284-2,093 loss to Van Wert at Plaza Lanes in Celina. Wyerick rolled the high game of the match at
211 pins en route to the third-best series of 346.


