
www.thecr.com The Commercial ReviewPage 1C

Business
Wednesday, November 26, 2025

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Menausha Homan spent a lot
of  time at her grandma’s house
growing up. 

They baked together.
Cookies, cakes, zucchini

bars.
Those times created memo-

ries and a desire to make bak-
ing a lifelong pursuit.

“I just loved that,” she said.
“I'm very passionate about
baking. So I was like, I want to
do something I love and that's
what I want to do.”

She had shared her goal
— having her own bakery with-
in five years — with her hus-
band Trevor.

Early this month, she opened
Grandma’s Favorites as a first
step toward reaching that
dream.

Grandma’s Favorites is the
newest venture in the small
structure at 124 N. Commerce
St., Portland, across from the
northwest corner of  Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse. It’s been a bar-
becue joint for at least three
different stints and most
recently was home to a hot dog
venture.

Homan is hoping it’s the per-
fect spot to launch her foray
into food after she and her
mom Hope Nixon started
thinking about ideas last Octo-
ber.

When they started brain-
storming, they thought about
the need for a breakfast spot in
Portland and a place to get
home-cooked meals. So when
Big Sean's Dawgs moved out,
there was an opportunity.

“The drive-through is a little
bit more simple than a whole
restaurant,” said Homan, who
now rents the space from Steve
and Janna Snyder. “So let's

start there and see how that
goes.”

Homan’s love of  baking and
cooking started with time spent
with her grandma and has con-
tinued into adulthood. She and
her mom have cooked for local
auctions and for infield events

at the Jay County Fair for about
the last five years.

“So this is kind of  the oppor-
tunity to also incorporate that
with our baking and a lot of
my grandma's recipes and my
mom's grandma's recipes
also,” Homan said.

Among her favorite items on
the menu are pancake poppers,
a sort of  waffle ball that comes
from her grandma’s recipe.
Another is a blueberry scone
drizzled with a lemon glaze of
her own creation.

“Biscuits and gravy is kind

of  a staple in every grandma’s
kitchen,” said Homan, who
draws inspiration and recipes
from her mom, grandma Jean-
nette Loy and great-grandma
Anna Louise Loy. “So that was
an easy one.”

See Favorites page 2C

Sharing Favorites
Drive-thru is Homan’s first step toward bakery

Photo provided

Homemade blueberry scones with a lemon glaze are one of the favorite items Menausha Homan offers at her new
drive-thru breakfast spot Grandma’s Favorites in Portland. While the scones are her own creation, she also draws heavily on
recipes she learned from her great-grandma Anna Louise Loy, grandma Jeannette Loy and mom Hope Nixon.
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WE ARE THANKFUL
FOR ALL OF  YOU!

There is still time
to donate

to the 2025 Campaign!
No pledge is too Big or too Small.

If you would like to drop off a one-time donation at our office at 
101S. Meridian St., Portland or call us at 
(260) 726-7010, many will be grateful!

LIVE UNITED™!

The City of Portland

 
 

Thanksgiving and always!
friendship, peace, joy and happiness this

Wishing you an abundance of love,

at Thanksgiving
Blessings

The City of Portland The City of Portland 

 
 friendship, peace, joy and happiness this

Wishing you an abundance of love,

at Thanksgiving
 

 

First Bank of  Berne is part-
nering with local chambers of
commerce on its Shop Local
campaign.

The goal of  the effort is to
highlight the “critical role that
local shops, restaurants, and
service providers play in creat-
ing jobs, fueling economic
growth, and preserving the
unique character of  each com-
munity.” It will involve adver-
tising, promotions and commu-
nity events to encourage resi-
dents to make everyday pur-
chases locally.

“Small businesses are the
backbone of  our communi-
ties,” said Kent Liechty, presi-
dent of  First Bank of  Berne, in
a news release. “They employ
our friends and neighbors,
sponsor local programs, and
give each place its character.
This campaign is a reminder
that choosing to shop local
keeps dollars close to home and
strengthens the future we all
share.”

Ribbon cutting set
Jay County Chamber of

Commerce has scheduled a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for
Encompass Behavioral Health.

The ribbon-cutting is set for
noon on Friday, Dec. 5. Encom-
pass, a mental health counsel-
ing, therapy and wellness serv-
ices firm, is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

The chamber has also wel-
comed The Tipsy Glass, Jay
County Community Thanks-

giving Dinner and The Brass
Bell as new members.

I&M gets approval
The Indiana Utility Regulato-

ry Commission approved an
agreement last week between
Indiana Michigan Power, the
Indiana Office of  Utility Con-
sumer Counselor and consumer
groups for the acquisition of
Oregon Clean Energy Center.

The natural gas-fueled elec-
tric generation facility located
in Oregon, Ohio, generates 870
megawatts of  energy. Indiana
Michigan Power plans to work
over the next few months to
transfer ownership and opera-
tions, expecting to take over
completely in March.

“The Oregon Clean Energy
Center is an important opportu-
nity to further diversify I&M’s
current generation portfolio,
acquire dependable generation,
and position us for future
growth to the benefit of  all our
customers,” said Steve Baker,
I&M president and chief  operat-
ing officer, in a news release.

Site launched
Ardagh Glass Packaging –

North America launched an

upgraded website for its bot-
tles last week.

The site — BuyOurBottles.com
— has a new design for craft food
and beverage producers to
browse and purchase products.
The site includes improved prod-
uct searches and filtering, order
tracking and an optimized
mobile platform.

“Ardagh Glass Packaging is
excited to introduce the new
BuyOurBottles.com experi-
ence, designed with our cus-
tomers in mind,” said Rashmi
Markan, chief  commercial
officer for AGP-North Ameri-
ca.  “Built on Shopify’s power-
ful platform, the site offers a
one-stop shop for craft food and
beverage producers to browse,
quote and purchase a variety
of  high-quality glass packag-
ing that is proudly made in the
USA, direct from the manufac-
turer.”

The site includes more than
20 glass bottles and jars in var-
ious shapes, sizes and colors.

Ardagh operates glass manu-
facturing facilities in Dunkirk
and Winchester.

Chamber honors
The Greater Muncie Cham-

ber of  Commerce held its
annual awards ceremony last
week.

Honored with awards were:
•Enterprise Plumbing and

Intersection — Small Business
of  the Year 

•YMCA of  Muncie — Eco-
nomic Impact 

•Kylene Swackhamer of
Metropolitan Planning Com-
mission — Excellence in Pub-
lic Services

•Chris Walker of  Muncie
Central High School —Excel-
lence in Education

•Jonathan Chambless of
CRU Construction — Young
Professional of  the Year

•Summit Christian School —
New Member of  the Year

Ending, modifying
Tyson Foods announced Fri-

day that it will close one of  its
beef  processing facilities and
modify another.

The company plans to close
its beef  facility in Lexington,
Nebraska. It will convert its
facility in Amarillo, Texas, to
a single, full-capacity shift.
Production at other facilities
will be increased.

Tyson operates Tyson Mexi-
can Original in Portland.

Hospital recognized
The American College of

Cardiology awarded Lutheran
Hospital of  Fort Wayne with
its Chest Pain Center Accredi-
tation with Primary PCI and
Resuscitation.

The accreditation is based
on “the staff ’s ability to evalu-
ate, diagnose and treat patients
who may be experiencing a
heart attack.” To earn designa-
tion, facilities must have pri-
mary PCI always available,
comply with protocols and be
equipped with a “robust

hypothermia program” for
post-cardiac arrest patients.

“It takes a dedicated and
coordinated support and care
for a village, and that is what
we have here at Lutheran Hos-
pital,” said Dr. Jack Scott,
medical director of  the emer-
gency department at Lutheran
Hospital, in a news release.

Worth $1 trillion
Eli Lilly became the first

health care company to reach
a $1 trillion market capitaliza-
tion on Friday.

Lilly hit the $1 trillion mark
during morning stock trading,
CNBC and other outlets
reported. It was only the sec-
ond non-technology company
to reach that level, following
Warren Buffett’s Berkshire
Hathaway.

Purdue in top 10
Times Higher Education’s

2026 Interdisciplinary Science
Rankings report released last
week placed Purdue Universi-
ty at No. 10 for research excel-
lence.

Purdue was also ranked No.
3 among U.S. public universi-
ties. The list included 911
institutions from 94 countries.

“Purdue’s global reputation
is reflected in years of  grow-
ing research expenditures,
eclipsing $1 billion for the first
time ever this year,” said Pur-
due provost Patrick Wolfe in a
news release. 

See Roundup page 4C

Shop Local campaign gets underway
Business
roundup

Continued from page 1C
Monday’s lunch menu

featured mini chicken pot
pies with macaroni and
cheese or tomato soup and
grilled cheese. For dessert,
there were mini strawberry
and cherry cheesecakes.
(Patrons can get menu
updates on the Grandma’s
Favorites page on Face-
book. The eatery can also
be reached at grandmasfa-
vorites24@gmail.com or
(260) 251-9512.)

The drive-thru at the cor-
ner of  Commerce and Wal-
nut streets in Portland is
currently open from 5:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for break-
fast on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays. (It will be
closed this Thursday for
Thanksgiving.) It also
offers lunch from 10:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Mondays.

The results have been
good so far.

“We've gotten pretty good
feedback from everybody,”
said Homan, whose first
day of  operation was Nov. 3.
“Everybody wants us to be
open more.”

She also would like to be
open more, but for now
time is limited as she also
works as an intensive care
nurse at Reid Health in
Richmond.

The 2016 graduate of  Jay
County High School and
2020 graduate of  Indiana
University East said her
balance will likely flip as
she turns more attention to
her bakery goals, but she
plans to continue nursing
even as her business begins
to demand more of  her
time.

“I do love being a nurse
and I do love my ICU peo-
ple,” Homan said. “I don’t
think I could ever see

myself  leaving that full-
time because I love the
knowledge and the skills I
learned from that.”

When she’s not baking or
nursing, she’s usually
spending time with her 16-
month-old daughter Char-
lotte. She also helps her
husband Trevor with their
animals, which include
goats, chickens, cows, hors-
es, ducks and pigs.

She hopes to incorporate
those aspects of  her life
into the business in the
form of  fresh vegetables
from home and locally
raised eggs and beef  from
their 4 West Farms.

As for the long-term,
Homan is not sure where
the breakfast drive-thru
may take her. A restau-
rant is a possibility. A bak-
ery was her initial goal.

For now she’s just
thankful for the family
and friends who are sup-
porting her and for the
opportunity to continue
the passion her grandma
helped her build.

“I’m kind of  just seeing
where this goes and I’m
kinda open for literally
anything,” she said. “I feel
like it’s already gone past
any expectation. We’re
kind of  just rolling with it.”

Favorites ...

Photo provided

Menausha Homan is thankful for the
help of her family and friends who have helped her
get Grandma’s Favorites going. The drive-thru is
currently open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
mornings for breakfast as well as from 10:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Monday for lunch.
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Big or Small,
OOnnee 
SSttoopp 
HHaass IItt AAllll!!

By MEG JAMES
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Now, the real jockeying begins
for the future of  Warner Bros.
Discovery.

Paramount, Comcast and Net-
flix are each expected to submit
proposals for all or parts of  the
storied media giant by Thurs-
day’s deadline, according to peo-
ple familiar with the process but
not authorized to speak publicly.
The nonbinding bids mark
the completion of  the auction’s
first phase, accelerating the
potential sale of  some of  the best-
known brands in entertainment,
including HBO, CNN and Warner
Bros. film and television studios.

Warner Bros. Discovery Chief
Executive David Zaslav and the
company’s board have unani-
mously rejected three
earlier overtures from Para-
mount’s David Ellison, including
a largely cash $23.50 a share offer,
deeming it too low. Thursday’s
entry of  new bidders could boost
the value of  the struggling media
company to more than $60 bil-
lion.

Analysts say Paramount
should have an edge because its
bid is backed by David Ellison’s

father, Larry, who is among the
top five billionaires in the world.
But it’s not a sure bet that Para-
mount will come away with the
prize.

“I don’t know that I’m calling a
horse,” Julie Clark, senior vice
president of  media and enter-
tainment at information firm
TransUnion, said Wednesday.
“They all have a lot to gain — and
a lot to lose.”

Warner’s board wants to pick a
preferred partner by year’s end,
in part to determine whether
they should continue working on
their previously announced plan
to carve the company into two
parts.

Should Paramount prevail in
its bid to buy the entire company,
Warner Bros. Discovery would
abandon its efforts to create a
stand-alone streaming and stu-

dios entity called Warner Bros.,
and a second publicly traded
firm, Discovery Global, com-
prised of  CNN, HGTV, TLC and
other basic cable channels.

But Comcast and Netflix are
interested only in Warner’s Bur-
bank studios and HBO — not the
company’s other cable networks,
people familiar with the process
said. A Warner breakup then
would go forward to facilitate
those deals.

Warner Bros., Paramount and
Universal Pictures all date back a
century to Hollywood’s fledgling
days. Warner’s sale will trans-
form the business no matter
which company wins the bid-
ding, and the resulting handoff
could bring the consolidation of
two historic film studios.

A merger also would turbo-
charge the shift to streaming.

But the move would prompt
layoffs in an industry already
reeling from a production slow-
down and the elimination of
thousands of  workers over the
last two years, including at
Warner, which has struggled to
operate under a colossal debt
burden brought on by its last
merger — Discovery’s $43-bil-
lion takeover of  WarnerMedia
from AT&T in 2022.

“That was a failed acquisi-
tion,” said Kenneth Leon, direc-
tor of  research at the financial
firm CFRA.

Antitrust regulators are
expected to pore over any deal.

However, President Trump
has made his preference clear:
He’s rooting for Ellison, who
dined at the White House on
Tuesday night, along with other
tech moguls, including Apple’s
Tim Cook and Tesla’s Elon
Musk, who toasted Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
of  Saudi Arabia.

Ellison and his investor Red-
Bird Capital Partners have
already visited oil-rich Middle
Eastern countries, holding pre-
liminary talks with sovereign-
wealth funds about potentially
investing should Paramount

win the Warner auction, accord-
ing to two knowledgeable
sources.

Netflix
Netflix is the wild card.
“For Netflix, this [acquisition]

would be out of  character,”
Leon said, adding that making a
multi-billion purchase would
represent “the total opposite of
Netflix’s success for over two,
nearly three decades, which is to
have organic growth with some
tactical acquisitions — but very
small ones.”

Still, Netflix has its eye on the
Warner Bros. stable of  success-
ful franchises that include
Superman and other DC
Comics, “The Matrix,” “Game
of  Thrones,” Harry Potter and
“The Big Bang Theory.”

For its part, Netflix has gener-
ated a handful of  blockbuster
franchises, including “Squid
Game,” “Bridgerton” and
“Stranger Things,” but the cre-
ators of  the last series are
decamping to Paramount.

If  Netflix wins the assets,
including the HBO Max stream-
ing service, it would become the
industry’s undisputed king.

See Auction page 4C

Auction poised to recast Hollywood
Bidders to make proposals
for Warner Bros. Discovery
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:00 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459
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Continued from page 3C
The company already boasts

the most streaming subscribers
— more than 300 million world-
wide — and it would add another
73 million with HBO and HBO
Max.

“Netflix has been making big-
ger moves,” Clark said, noting its
high-dollar investments in the
NFL and other sports. “They have
the cash and they have the distri-
bution. Is this just Netflix solidi-
fying themselves in this space?”

Buying Warner Bros. would
also give Netflix Co-Chief  Execu-
tive Ted Sarandos a prestigious
movie studio lot — something
Netflix currently lacks. Its Holly-
wood operations are crowded on
a relatively small tract overlook-
ing the 101 Freeway.

But a Southern California con-
gressman has waved a warning
flag.

“Netflix currently
wields unequaled market power,”
Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Vista) wrote
in a letter to Atty. Gen. Pam Bondi
and Federal Trade Commission
Chairman Andrew N. Ferguson
earlier this week.

“Adding both HBO Max’s sub-
scribers and Warner Bros.’ pre-
mier content rights would fur-
ther enhance this position,
reportedly pushing the combined
entity above a 30 percent share of
the streaming market,” Issa
wrote, noting that percentage
would cross a problematic thresh-
old “under antitrust law.”

Comcast
Comcast, which owns NBCUni-

versal, appears to be Zaslav’s pre-
ferred bidder.

The executive spent his forma-

tive years running NBC’s cable
distribution unit before jumping
to Discovery in 2007 to become
chief  executive of  the modest
cable programming company
then overseen by mogul John
Malone.

Comcast is in the process of
spinning off  its cable TV chan-
nels, including CNBC, USA Net-
work, MS NOW (previously
MSNBC) and the Golf  Channel.
Comcast President Mike
Cavanagh, who runs NBC, has
made it clear the Philadelphia-
based conglomerate has little
appetite to take on Warner’s basic
cable networks.

But company executives are
keenly interested in Warner
Bros., believing it would make a
dream fit with NBCUniversal’s
entertainment operations,
including its theme parks.

Comcast has been investing
heavily in live sports, including

deals with the NBA and Major
League Baseball, and its Univer-
sal Studios theme park business,
including opening its Epic Uni-
verse near Orlando earlier this
year.

Comcast has the rights to
Harry Potter, a major Warner
Bros. franchise, for its parks. Buy-
ing the studio would give Com-
cast a treasure chest of  other
characters to build new attrac-
tions, including Superman, Bat-
man, Wile E. Coyote and the fic-
tional scientists from “The Big
Bang Theory.”

“Imagine having a ‘Game of
Thrones’ world at Universal,”
said Clark, the analyst.

Warner’s studio and HBO Max
streaming operations would
boost NBCUniversal’s under-per-
forming Peacock streaming serv-
ice, which has struggled to pro-
duce scripted streaming hits.

“Peacock today is, at best, a

second-tier player in the mar-
ket,” Leon said. “Everyone
would want the diamond in the
rough, which is really the stu-
dios business … and HBO.”

Warner Bros. Television has
long been the premier studio for
cranking out hit shows and
HBO remains an industry
tastemaker with its award-win-
ning fare. The companies’ two
studio complexes sit adjacent in
Universal City and Burbank.

But Comcast’s proposal is
expected to include a heavy
stock component, and offer less
cash than Paramount. That
could cloud its prospects with
the Warner board.

Additionally, Trump has
made his disdain for Comcast
Chairman Brian Roberts widely
known in derogatory Truth
Social posts, which could make
the regulatory process for Com-
cast particularly bumpy while
Trump is president.

Paramount
The Ellison family’s Skydance

and RedBird Capital Partners
benefited from the warm rela-
tions that Larry Ellison, the co-
founder of  software company
Oracle, has with Trump to get
the Paramount deal over the fin-
ish line.

Skydance and RedBird consol-
idated Paramount in August,
one month before turning their
attention to buying Warner
Bros. Discovery to build a more
formidable company.

“Paramount lacks top-tier
[intellectual property],” TD
Cowen media analyst Doug
Creutz wrote in a recent report.
“Their biggest franchise is Tom

Cruise, who is 63 and does his
own stunts.”

Larry Ellison has agreed to
guarantee Paramount’s bid for
Warner Bros.

His 42-year-old son, David, also
has had discussions with Middle
Eastern sovereign wealth funds
to round up outside money
should Paramount’s bid prove
successful, according to knowl-
edgeable people. The Financial
Times first reported on Ellison’s
conversations with Saudi Ara-
bia’s Public Investment Fund.

Paramount’s previous offer for
Warner Bros. Discovery included
80% cash and 20% stock in an
effort to entice Warner board
members. Paramount wants to
avoid piling on the debt, which is
what stymied Zaslav’s efforts to
build Warner into a streaming
giant.

Buying Warner Bros. Discov-
ery would give Paramount more
prolific movie production, robust
franchises and a vibrant televi-
sion studio, which over the years
has produced some of  the biggest
hits for CBS, which is owned by
Paramount.

Paramount could also use
Warner Bros. cartoon properties
and HBO content, including
“Game of  Thrones,” to build its
video game business. And it
might move its operations from
Paramount on Melrose Avenue to
the larger Warner lot.

Clark sees the Warner Bros.
Discovery auction as a conse-
quential inflection point for the
industry. “Fast-forward a couple
of  years, and we will look back on
this moment as the building of
the new [Hollywood] and the new
walled gardens around content.”

Continued from page 2C
“As we continue to pursue with vigor

our goal of  becoming one of  the top five
public U.S. research universities, we will
relentlessly focus on our growing role as a
national leader in critical interdiscipli-
nary areas ...”

Named chair
CVS Health announced that president

and CEO David Joyner has been elected as
chair of  its board of  directors.

Joyner was named president and CEO
of  CVS Health in October 2024. He will
take over as board chair on Jan. 1.

“David has sparked a renewed focus and
energy for CVS Health in our commitment
to be the most trusted health care compa-
ny in America,” said executive chair
Roger Farah in the news release. “The
Board believes in the leadership that
David and his team have demonstrated.
We have determined that now is the right
time to have one leader with deep industry
experience in the combined Chair and
CEO roles, and that this structure will pro-
vide the best opportunity to execute on our
long-term strategy and create stockholder
value. We are bullish on the future of  CVS
Health in delivering a simpler care experi-
ence and better health across our country.”

Training offered
John Jay Center for Learning in Port-

land will host a free QuickBooks workshop
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Dec. 3 and 4.

The in-person training will feature
interactive and hands-on learning

about the financial software. It is being
offered in partnership with the Indiana
Small Business Development Center.

Advance registration is required by
visiting
isbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/17247.

Hosting drive
Menards is hosting a toy drive

through Dec. 15.
Toys collected will be donated to

those in need. Menards is requesting
donations of  new, unwrapped toys.

Menards locations in Muncie, Ander-
son, Richmond and Celina, Ohio, will
have drop boxes available for donations.

Courses scheduled
Indiana Chamber of  Commerce has

several programs coming up.
General Occupational Safety and

Health Administration courses will be
held beginning Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Also, the Indiana Safety and Health
Conference & Expo will be held from
Feb. 23 through 25. It will feature a vari-
ety of  speakers as well as more than 60
educational sessions.

The courses and expo will be held at
the Indiana Chamber of  Commerce
Conference Center in Indianapolis.

For more information, visit indi-
anachamber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have news to

share? Email us at news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly business
roundup.

Roundup ...

Auction ...

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Myung J. Chun

Comcast, Netflix and Paramount are expected to
submit proposals for all or parts of Warner Bros. Studios.
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