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A Cookies and Cocoa with
Santa event is scheduled for 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 6, at
The Life Center of  Jay County,
1209 S. Shank St., Portland. The
event will include a cookie walk
fundraiser.

In review

The Santa House in the
east 100 block of  Main Street
in Portland will be open from
5 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.
It will be available to the
public to visit with Santa,
take pictures and share their
holiday wishes. The house
will also be open from 5 to
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12.

In review Coming up
Friday — Coverage of  this

week’s joint county commis-
sioners and council meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
team’s game against Woodlan.

Tuesday — Details from
Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  29 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 19.

Tonight’s low will dip to 3.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Friday with a high in the
upper 20s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Baseball and softball fields
are set to get upgrades.

The Portland Park Board
approved funding to help pay
for replacing and upgrading
fences at the baseball and soft-
ball fields at Weiler-Wilson
Park.

Board president Brian Ison
explained that fences have been
on the list of  needs for the
parks system but did not fit into
the 2025 budget. Parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds noted bent
and broken poles as well as
other problems that could
cause safety issues for those
using the fields. He said he feels
the work needs to be done.

Matt Ransom, president of
Portland Junior League, agreed
with Reynolds’ assessment, not-
ing holes in some fences and
rusty poles. He told the park

board that the organization
agreed to pay up to half  of  the
about $10,500 in proposed fenc-
ing work.

Noting that junior league has
other field improvements it is
looking to fund and that the
organization brings in tourism
dollars to the community via
its tournaments, Ison proposed
that the park board contribute
$7,500 toward the project.

His fellow park board mem-
bers agreed, with Jennifer

Weitzel, Kyle Carpenter and
Emily Goodrich joining him in
voting in favor of  the funding.
(Board member Michael Brew-
ster was absent from the meet-
ing.)

The board also briefly dis-
cussed projects and needs for
2026. Ison asked parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds to get quotes
for potential purchases, such as
new umbrellas, related to Port-
land Water Park.

See Fence page 2

Fence upgrades OK’d

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Portland Park Board approved $7,500 Tuesday
toward fence replacement and improvements for the baseball
and softball diamonds at Weiler-Wilson Park. Pictured is a
section of fence that is no longer properly connected, one of
several safety issues mentioned during Tuesday’s meeting.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana will begin allowing
some state employees to bring
their infants to work under a
pilot program announced Tues-
day by Gov. Mike Braun and
detailed in a newly issued policy.

The move comes months after
Braun’s administration ended
hybrid schedules for most state
workers and rescinded thou-
sands of  remote-work agree-
ments as part of  a broader
return-to-office directive that
requires employees to report in-
person unless granted narrow
exceptions.

The “Family First Workplace”
initiative has already launched
for staff  in the governor’s office,
the Indiana Department of
Health and the State Personnel

Department, according to
Braun’s announcement. 

The governor said the effort is
part of  Indiana’s commitment
“to strengthening families, sup-
porting parents in the workforce,
and promoting healthy early
childhood development.”

“Indiana is going to lead the
nation in pro-family policy. The
parental bonding that happens in
the first months of  a child’s life
are irreplaceable, and our new

Family First Workplace pilot pro-
gram helps parents stay connect-
ed to their newborns while con-
tinuing their careers,” Braun
said in the news release. “Indiana
is building a culture that puts
families first.” 

The governor’s announcement
followed an executive order
issued earlier this year
that expanded paid childbirth
leave and parental leave, as well
as paid leave for state employees

who experience a stillbirth or
infant loss.

The new, four-page policy offi-
cially took effect Dec. 2 and aims
to “provide a framework for a
pilot program that will allow par-
ents to bring their infants to the
workplace where operational
needs and the environment make
such opportunities feasible, safe,
and effective without impeding
productivity,” according to the
document.

The policy states that time
spent with parents in the first six
months of  a child’s life “is impor-
tant to their health and wellbe-
ing, and that having opportuni-
ties to have their infants nearby
can generate higher morale,
increase job satisfaction, and
motivate higher productivity in
employees who are new parents.”

See Newborn page 2

By DANA KHRAICHE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Lebanon and Israel sent
negotiators to join a rare
summit to address ten-
sions surrounding last
year’s ceasefire with
Hezbollah, following fears
that the militant group is
attempting to rearm.

The Lebanese presiden-
cy named former ambas-
sador to the U.S. Simon
Karam as head of  the
country’s delegation,
while Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office said he instructed a
representative to attend
the talks overseen by
the U.S.-led committee
supervising the truce.

The Wednesday negotia-
tions follow weeks of  esca-
lating Israeli strikes
on Hezbollah targets
in Lebanon, culminating
in last month’s assassina-
tion of  the Iran-backed
militia’s chief  of  staff  in
Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs. That raised fears of
another fully-fledged
Israeli military campaign
after 2024’s fierce conflict,
which officially ended a
year ago with
a U.S. and France-mediat-
ed truce agreement.

While the agenda of  the
meeting hasn’t been made
public, the meeting could
set a precedent for direct
talks
between Lebanon and Isra
el, which are technically
at a state of  war.

The Israel-Hezbollah
truce established a so-
called Cessation of  Hostil-
ities Implementation
Mechanism, which has
met regularly in the south-
ern Lebanese town of
Naqoura to follow up with
both sides on the imple-
mentation of  the deal.

Under the
terms, Lebanon agreed to
prevent attacks on Israel,
dismantle Hezbollah’s
infrastructure and work
toward deploying state
troops in the south of  the
country. 

See Talks page 2

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Hauling off
City of Portland crews work to clear snow Wednesday morning at the intersection of Main and Commerce streets

in Portland. Snow piled up in the downtown area from Monday night’s storm was loaded into trucks and hauled to Weiler-
Wilson Park. There was a chance of snow Wednesday night, with minimal accumulation expected.

Discussions
focus on

tensions about
ceasefire

Israel,
Lebanon
involved
in talks

Newborn pilot program launched

Initiative allows state employees
to bring newborns to the office

Park board will cover $7,500,
with Portland Junior League to
handle remaining project costs
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Friday, Dec. 5
Anderson, Robert: 2 p.m.,

Redkey Faith Ministries, 9811
Indiana 67, Redkey.

Saturday, Dec. 6
DeBolt, Miriam: 11 a.m.,

Klaehn, Fahl & Melton Funeral
Home, 6424 Winchester Road,
Fort Wayne.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Domestic battery
Two Portland residents were

sentenced to serve time for
domestic battery.

Andrew R. Busz, 40, 204 E.
Water St., Portland, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior Court to
two counts of  domestic battery,
a Level 6 felony and a Class A
misdemeanor. He was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay Coun-
ty Jail with all but 120 days
suspended and given 74 days

credit for time served. Busz
was placed on probation for 245
days, fined $1, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to pay
a $50 domestic violence preven-
tion and treatment fee.

Lucas W. Wittkamp, 45, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to domestic
battery, a Level 6 felony. He was
sentenced to 910 days in Indi-
ana Department of  Correction
with 390 days suspended and

given 520 days credit for time
served. He was fined $25 and
charged $569 in court costs and
filing fees. As part of  his plea
agreement, two counts of
domestic battery, both Level 6
felonies, were dismissed.

Methamphetamine
An Ohio woman was sen-

tenced to jail for possession of
methamphetamine.

Rachel N. Yates, 37, 281 6th

St., Barberton, Ohio, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior Court to
possession of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony. She was
sentenced to 545 days in Jay
County Jail with all but 180
days suspended and given 180
days credit for time served.
Yates was fined $1, assessed
$189 in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse, prose-
cution, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. 

She was also ordered to sub-
mit to an evaluation within 30
days for substance abuse coun-
seling. Yates was placed on
probation for one year. 

As part of  her plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for main-
taining a common nuisance, a
Class A misdemeanor for pos-
session of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for pos-
session of  paraphernalia were
dismissed.

Continued from page 1
Referring to a list of  potential

projects, he also asked fellow board
members to let him know if  there
are other items that need to be con-
sidered.

In other business, the board:
•Heard an update from Reynolds,

who said all parks have been win-
terized. He added that a new water

line has been installed to the rest-
rooms at Haynes Park and that trees
(a cypress, Japanese maple and
sycamore) donated by Plant, Hoe
and Hope Garden Club have been
planted at Hudson Family Park.

•Approved the purchase of  two
mowers from K&L Tractor of  Fort
Recovery for $8,000. K&L had the
second-highest among three quotes,

but quoted a mower with more
horsepower and a wider deck.

•Reviewed its meeting schedule
for 2026. The board plans to contin-
ue to meet at 5:30 p.m. on the first
Tuesday of  each month, with the
exception of  May and November,
during which meetings will be held
on the second Tuesday to avoid con-
flicts with election days.

Continued from page 1
The pact also stipulated

that Israel would withdraw
its forces “in a phased man-
ner” from southern vil-
lages it still occupies.

Lebanon has deployed
hundreds of  army person-
nel to the border region,
confiscated arms and
seized dozens of  tunnels
dug by Hezbollah to facili-
tate the movement of  its
militants and store arse-
nal. Israel says it’s acting
too slowly, and has
struck Hezbollah assets
and military figures hun-
dreds of  times over the
duration of  the truce.

Talks ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$775 million

Mega Millions
17-25-26-53-60
Mega Ball: 16
Estimated jackpot: $50

million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-3-1
Daily Four: 9-9-2-5
Quick Draw: 10-12-16-

19-24-25-26-31-34-36-47-52-
56-61-65-66-68-78-79-80

Evening

Daily Three: 2-1-6
Daily Four: 7-2-8-3
Quick Draw: 1-2-14-16-

22-30-32-37-38-47-49-52-53-
57-62-64-68-70-72-77

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-4-6
Pick 4: 5-9-4-0
Pick 5: 2-9-1-1-9
Evening
Pick 3: 5-7-0
Pick 4: 8-4-4-1
Pick 5: 5-9-1-4-4
Rolling Cash: 5-19-20-

24-30
Estimated jackpot:

$163,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1791, “The Observ-
er” was first published in
Britain. It’s considered
the oldest Sunday news-
paper in the world to
date. 

In 1783, general
George Washington said
goodbye to his officers of
the victorious Continen-
tal Army at Fraunces
Tavern in lower Manhat-
tan, New York City. 

In 1816, James Mon-
roe of  Virginia was elect-
ed the fifth president of
the United States, begin-
ning the “Era of  Good
Feelings.”

In 1844, James Knox
Polk was elected as the
11th president of  the
United States. 

In 1918, President
Woodrow Wilson set sail
for France to attend the
Paris Peace Conference,

becoming the first sitting
U.S. president to travel to
Europe.

In 1942, the United
States enacted nation-
wide gasoline rationing
as part of  its World War
II conservation efforts.

In 2015, Fort Recovery
High School’s football
team won its first state
title, defeating the
Mogadore Wildcats 33- 14.
Quarterback Caleb Mar-
tin picked apart the Wild-
cat defense to the tune of
385 yards. “Ever since
our first workout in early
May we knew this was
the goal from the start,”
said Martin. “Our goal
was to get here and once
we did we were going to
be good enough to win
the game … that’s what
we did.” 

— The CR 

CR almanac

32/24 33/26 33/20 27/21 34/28
Friday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with tempera-
tures hovering
around freez-
ing.

Tuesday’s
weather
looks like
mostly cloudy
skies with a
slight chance
of rain.

Mostly
sunny, with
the low
decreasing to
around 21
degrees late.

Mostly
cloudy skies on
Saturday, when
the tempera-
ture may peak
at 33 degrees.

Sunday
weather looks
like cloudy
skies with a
slight chance
of rain.

Friday
12/5

Saturday
12/6

Sunday
12/7

Monday
12/8

Tuesday
12/9

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.67
Jan. corn ..................4.58
Feb. corn ..................4.60

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.63
Jan. corn ..................4.55
Feb. corn ..................4.50

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.50
Jan. corn ..................4.50
Beans ......................11.12

Jan. beans ..............11.15
Wheat ...................... 4.93

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.41
Jan. corn ..................4.41
Beans .....................11.13
Jan. beans ..............11.16
Wheat ......................5.04

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.50
Jan. corn ..................4.50
Beans ......................10.83
Jan. beans .............10.88
Wheat ......................4.84

Today
5:15 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, fire
station, 1616 N. Meridi-
an St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board
of  Trustees, communi-
ty room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, living facili-
ty, 1194 E. 200 North,
Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Zoning
Appeals, Community
Resource Center, 118
S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Ridgeville
Town Council, fire
department, 302 N. Wal-
nut St.

Felony court news

Pole hit
A Ridgeville man lost control of

his vehicle and crashed into a utility
pole in Portland about 9:30 a.m.
Monday.

Shawn D. Staver, 21, was driving
his 2004 Pontiac Vibe west on
Lafayette Street when he lost trac-
tion on a patch of  ice. His car slid
into a pole registered to Indiana
Michigan Power.

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000.

Sign struck
A Portland man swerved off  Indi-

ana 67 and hit a road sign about 6:15
p.m. Monday.

Anthony Owens, 31, was driving a
2018 Dodge Durango west on the
highway. He told police he attempted
to pass multiple vehicles and had to

swerve off  the road to avoid a colli-
sion with oncoming traffic. His vehi-
cle went into a ditch on the side of
the road, and the driver’s side of  his
vehicle struck a sign. 

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000.

Lost control
A Redkey teen crashed the car she

was driving along Indiana 1 after
losing control about 10:45 p.m. Mon-
day.

Gracie Wilburn, 17, was driving a
2013 Hyundai Elantra south on the
highway when she lost control. She
told police she went off  the road,
driving into a ditch and striking a
telephone pole.

The pole is registered to American
Electric Power. The vehicle Wilburn
was driving was towed, with damage

estimated between $10,000 and
$25,000.

Tree hit
A Ridgeville woman’s car left U.S.

27 and struck a tree about 5 a.m. Tues-
day.

Hannah M. Patterson, 35, was driv-
ing a 2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer
north on the highway when her car
left the road and went into a ditch east
of  the highway. The car began sliding
sideways before hitting a tree in the
yard at 7631 S. U.S. 27, Portland. The
tree uprooted as a result of  the
impact. 

According to data from the coun-
ty’s geographic information system,
the property is owned by Link James
David and Sarah Ewing. Patterson’s
vehicle was towed, with damage esti-
mated between $2,500 and $5,000.

Fence ...

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
But the document

emphasizes that partici-
pation in the program “is
a privilege, not a right,”
and it’s only available to
employees once an agency
establishes its own formal
program.

SPD defines eligible
state workers as full-time
employees of  the gover-
nor’s office, IDOH, SPD
and any other agencies
later authorized to partic-
ipate in the pilot program
by Braun’s office. Partici-
pants must be employed
by the state at the time the
infant is born.

An “infant” is specifi-
cally described in the poli-
cy as “the biological or
adoptive child of  an eligi-
ble employee who is
between four weeks and
six months of  age, and
who is not yet able to
crawl or walk without
assistance.”

Children can only be in
tow for up to six months.
An infant becomes ineli-
gible at the end of  the cal-
endar week in which they
turn six months old — or
when they become mobile
— “whichever occurs
first,” per the policy.

Before bringing an
infant to work, an employ-
ee must submit a written
request at least 10 busi-
ness days in advance and
complete a series of  docu-
ments, including a partic-
ipation agreement and
waiver, a pediatrician
clearance form, and a
supervisor sign-off  con-
firming the details of  par-
ticipation.

Signatures are also
required from coworkers
who agree to serve as
“alternate care
providers” — defined in
the policy as fellow
employees “who ha(ve)
expressly agreed to step

in to care for the Infant
for not more than one-
hour per workday if  the
eligible employee must
attend to duties that can-
not be effectively per-
formed if  the infant
becomes disruptive at
that time.”

Alternate providers are
prohibited from provid-
ing care more than a total
of  one hour per workday,
and supervisors cannot
assign subordinates to
serve in that role.

The policy does not
make clear how many
coworkers must agree to
help, however.

Participating employ-
ees must also “maintain
productivity,” including
meeting quality, quantity,
and timeliness” perform-
ance standards; keep the
infant’s area clean and
sanitary; ensure the child
has all required vaccina-
tions; and remove the

infant if  management
deems the child disrup-
tive.

Agency management is
responsible for determin-
ing if  a child is disrup-
tive. In such instances,
employees “will use
appropriate leave for the
remainder of  the work-
day.”

Agencies must deter-
mine which workplace
locations are safe and
appropriate. 

Infants have to remain
in the employee’s regular
work station or designat-
ed infant-care areas
unless being taken to a
lactation or diaper-chang-
ing space.

Employees are addi-
tionally prohibited from
placing their Infant in
state vehicles and taking
their Infant with them
while traveling for confer-
ences, inspections audits
or other field work.

Newborn ...



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health

Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
the first Thursday of  the
month at Jay County Can-
cer Society’s office, 227 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Open discussion for can-
cer patients, survivors,
family members or any-
one interested in helping
with the group. For more
information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260)
726-1844. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and relatives
who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,

birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS —
A support group for any-
one suffering from memo-
ry loss, will meet at 10:30
a.m. the first Friday of
each month in the Fire-
place Room at Edelweiss
Place at Swiss Village in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 589-3173.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W.
Walnut St., Portland.
(Please enter from the
door facing the alley on
the north side of  the
building.) For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 726-
5924.

DEAR ABBY: I have a broth-
er who is very opinionated and
in my face any time I don’t
agree with him. It doesn’t mat-
ter what the subject is; he
thinks he’s the only one who
knows anything about it. He is
not educated, but he thinks
he’s smarter than everyone
else, even educated people. 

He won’t let me get a word in
while he’s yelling and scream-
ing in my face. He resorts to
name-calling, telling me I’m
wrong and calling me stupid.
Later, he sends emails and
texts trying to prove to me why
I am wrong. I think he is abu-
sive and has a mental disorder.
He has accomplished nothing
in his life. 

My husband and I have
careers. If  I try to remain quiet
around my brother, he starts
aggravating me to get a reac-
tion. He has alienated my fami-

ly. No one wants to be around
him. What’s the best way to
shut him down to make what-
ever time we have to spend
together more civil? — SMART
SIS IN MISSISSIPPI

DEAR SIS: No magic for-
mula will shut down your
abusive, immature and pos-
sibly mentally ill brother.
Accept the fact that you
can’t change him, and save
your sanity by avoiding him
as often as possible.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I recently

asked a friend to cat-sit while I

was out of  town for a few days.
We agreed she would stop by
daily to feed my kitty, refresh
her water and spend a little
time with her. 

When I returned, I noticed
several signs that she hadn’t
been coming by every day —
food bowls untouched, litter
box fuller than it should’ve
been, and a very lonely (and
vocal) cat.

I haven’t confronted my
friend yet, but I’m hurt and
disappointed. I trusted her
with my pet’s care. I would
have made other arrangements
had I known she couldn’t com-
mit. 

I don’t want to jump to con-
clusions, but I also feel I can’t
just brush this off. How do I
approach this conversation
without blowing it out of  pro-
portion or damaging the
friendship, while still address-

ing that this wasn’t OK? —
CAT LADY IN MICHIGAN

DEAR CAT LADY: One can
only wonder what else this
friend is irresponsible
about. However, I do not
endorse “taking her to the
woodshed.” In the future,
when you plan to travel,
make other arrangements
for the care of  your cat. This
person was less than purr-
fect.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have always

wanted to do some exotic trav-
el. I’m retired now, but my wife
has medical issues. She can
still drive, shop, etc., but inter-
national travel would be too
much for her. 

I don’t mind traveling alone,
and I have saved up enough
with such trips in mind. I don’t
want to be selfish, but I want to
see parts of  the world I have

yet to see. What’s fair? —
FUTURE TRAVELER IN CALI-
FORNIA

DEAR TRAVELER: Fortu-
nately, your wife is still
somewhat independent and
could manage in your
absence. What is “fair”
would be for you to discuss
this with her and negotiate
an agreement that’s accept-
able to both of  you. If  your
wife would like to travel a
bit, perhaps you could split
your savings between short
domestic excursions with
her and solo trips abroad.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

By RANDA STAUGLER
Many people deal with

and have to manage chron-
ic conditions such as dia-
betes, high blood sugar and
heart failure and some peo-
ple have multiple condi-
tions. Managing these con-
ditions can be complicated
and confusing, but there is
help available. An ambula-
tory pharmacist can assist
by collaborating with
healthcare providers to
offer medication review,
education, and more all
centered around the
patients’ needs. 

What is an ambulato-
ry pharmacist?

An ambulatory pharma-
cist is a pharmacist who
works in an outpatient
care setting, such as a doc-
tor’s office, and work with

the physicians, advanced
practice providers and
nurse practitioners to pro-
vide specialized clinical
care.

What services are pro-
vided by an ambulatory
pharmacist?

The main service offered
by an ambulatory pharma-
cist includes helping
patients manage chronic
diseases such as diabetes,
high blood sugar, high
blood pressure, heart fail-

ure, asthma, chronic
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease (COPD) and high cho-
lesterol. The pharmacists
will make sure medica-
tions are up to date, go
through suggested screen-
ings and ensure needs are
met at home. 

If  a medication review is
needed, an ambulatory
pharmacist can help with
that as well. They can
review medications,
explain side effects and
answer any questions
about the medications
being taken. 

An ambulatory phar-
macist can also assist
with managing and test-
ing for blood thinners
such as warfarin. They
can also do annual well-
ness visits for those
enrolled in Medicare. 

Is there an ambulato-
ry pharmacist available
locally?

There is an ambulatory
pharmacist available at IU
Health Jay who cares for all
patients from the local
provider offices. If  some-
one would like to meet with
the ambulatory pharma-
cist, they should contact
their healthcare provider
to see if  a referral is appro-
priate. For additional ques-
tions or to schedule a med-
ication review or Medicare
annual wellness visit, call
(260) 726-8822.

How can someone dis-
pose of  expired or
unused medications? 

There are drug take-
back programs throughout
communities which allow
for anonymous, safe dis-

posal of  medications. By
providing a safe disposal
location, these sites
remove potentially danger-
ous medications from the
community that could be
harmful, especially for
children, elderly, and pets,
if  left unattended or in an
unsecured area. 

What should be done
before dropping off  your
medications?

Drug take-back pro-
grams are designed to be
anonymous to help reduce
stigma and make those dis-
posing medications feel
more comfortable. While it
is not necessary, many peo-
ple prefer to remove all per-
sonal information from
medication bottles before
dropping them off  at a dis-
posal site. For additional

safety, it is preferred that all
needles be removed from
the medications before
bringing them to a take-
back bin and then dispose
of  needles in a proper
sharps container. 

Where are medication
take-back boxes located
locally?

There are medication
take-back bins located in
the IU Health Jay hospital
lobby and the IU Health
Blackford retail pharmacy
lobby along with other
local sites. Additional loca-
tions can be found by
searching the Indiana
Department of  Health
website at in.gov.

••••••••
Randa Staugler is an

ambulatory pharmacist at
IU Health Jay.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Advertising specials for your

PIZZA BUSINESS
Advertise your pizza business
in all of our publications with

Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette

One 4x4 ad in The News Times

for
$300

Or run TWO 4x4 ads for your pizza
business in the publication(s) of your

choice during December for:

The Commercial Review – 
$156

The News-Gazette – 
$145

The News Times – 
$120
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Support is available for chronic conditions
Your

Health
Matters

Brother’s argumentative behavior alienates family

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Few American families made

it through Thanksgiving without
noticing the cost of  their classic
American meal. The return of
higher prices will be marked as
the single worst unforced error
in the annals of  American eco-
nomic policy, and it is only going
to worsen.

President Trump took office
on a pledge to cut prices — an
aggressive promise that went far
past simply reducing inflation.
In his first three months in
office, inflation dropped from 3%
in January to 2.3% in April. That
is a remarkable achievement for
the Federal Reserve. It is also one
that any politician would want to
claim for his own, as Trump did.

Then came Liberation Day on
April 2, and prices reversed
course. Over each of  the follow-
ing five months prices rose at an
accelerating rate. Today, the Con-
sumer Price Index is at an all-
time high, and the year-over-year
change in prices is higher than it
was when Trump won reelection
last year.

All of  this is due to tariffs, and
Trump along with his enablers
in Congress are solely and com-
pletely responsible.

We only have public data
through September, which
means we haven’t yet seen the
full picture of  price increases.

But anyone who has done some
shopping over the past couple
weeks has certainly seen the
wave that is coming.

We’ve thus far been spared the
full effect of  tariffs for several
reasons. First, Trump reacted
frequently to stock declines
when new tariffs were
announced. He delayed or
reduced tariffs — earning those
decisions the acronym TACO
(Trump Always Chickens Out),
to describe his policy vacilla-
tions.

The several hundred changes
to tariffs that have occurred
since the start of  the year per-
mitted many American firms to
accelerate purchases of  non-tar-
iffed items. Here in Indiana,
firms imported nearly five
months of  additional intermedi-
ate products for their assembly
lines and stores.

Consumers also rushed to buy
pre-tariffed goods, buoying con-
sumption. That pre-tariff  rush is
over and the stockpiles are most-

ly exhausted. The inevitable
higher prices are just now
appearing on shelves of  grocers,
as well as other retailers and
online marketplaces.

What this means is that all the
price increases we’ve seen so far
since April are merely the pre-
view of  the holiday season and
2026. So, if  Thanksgiving dinner
included some complaints about
higher prices, you should expect
a double serving by Christmas
and even more pain by Easter.

Americans are aware, which is
why Trump’s polls on economic
issues are now hovering below
those of  former presidents
Jimmy Carter and Joe Biden. It
seems certain to worsen.

I wish I could end there, but
the economy is also slowing.

As with price changes, much
of  the economic slowdown has
been masked by growth in only
two places. First, household con-
sumption has remained strong.
Part of  this is likely due to fami-
lies buying goods before tariffs
hit. But another part is due to the
unexpectedly strong growth in
stock markets that boosted
incomes for older, wealthier
Americans.

That strong stock market has
been driven almost exclusively
by just a handful of  artificial
intelligence firms, whose invest-
ment in data centers, power

plants and other AI infrastruc-
ture accounts for more than half
of  U.S. growth so far in 2025.

This growth has kept job num-
bers from falling further than
we’ve seen. Still, the unemploy-
ment rate is now the highest it
has been in four years. The AI
boom hasn’t prevented employ-
ment declines in other key sec-
tors.

Across the goods-producing
sectors — manufacturing and
mining — employment is down
72,000 jobs since Liberation Day.
The sector that provides tempo-
rary employment to manufactur-
ing is down 97,000 since April.
That level of  job loss has only
happened during a recession.

Help wanted ads for manufac-
turing workers have plummeted
almost 40% since April, and are
now closing in on their June 2020
level — at the height of  COVID-
19. The first nine months of  the
Trump presidency have seen fac-
tory job openings plummet by
more than 100,000 positions.
That is already stunningly worse
than the performance during
Biden’s presidency, which saw
total factory job openings rise by
48,000.

It is important to make clear
that presidents typically have
much more modest effects on the
economy than is commonly
believed. Inflation is caused by

an excess supply of  money, and
external shocks like wars or
financial bubbles tend to domi-
nate downturns.

Faster growth is mostly due to
unexpected productivity shocks
like widespread computing or
some other technology.

Presidents are plagued by
luck, either good or bad. Ronald
Reagan’s morning in America
was largely due to the Fed end-
ing inflation. Bill Clinton took
office just as the economy began
a long growth spurt that
would’ve happened with or with-
out him (or Congress). Both
Bushes ended their presidencies
in recessions they had no hand
in causing.

The Trump tariffs are perhaps
the most notable exception to
this pattern.

This period will someday be
described as the most bizarre
departure from economic com-
mon sense that we have yet expe-
rienced. The only remaining
question is how long Americans
will tolerate it.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished pro-
fessor of  economics in the Miller
College of  Business at Ball State
University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Challenging economy is poised to worsen

Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service

As Ronald Reagan famously
noted, if  you subsidize some-
thing, you’ll get more of  it. But
when it comes to higher educa-
tion, that’s only half  the story.

For decades, America’s educa-
tion establishment pushed most
students toward attending col-
lege. This year, The New York
Times described the phrase
“college for all” as “an Ameri-
can rallying cry.” It reported,
“The goal inspired a generation
of  educators, offered a north
star to students and united polit-
ical figures from George W.
Bush to Bernie Sanders.”

Pushing college attendance
seems like a logical move.
The Bureau of  Labor Statis-

tics reported that, in 2024, col-
lege graduates had a lower
unemployment rate than those
with only a high school diploma.
Those with a bachelor’s degree
had median weekly earnings of
more than $1,500 compared with
less than $1,000 for high school
graduates.

Via massive subsidies, the fed-
eral government has encour-
aged students to pursue a col-
lege degree. It spends around

$30 billion annually on Pell
Grants. It also provides student
loans with more generous terms
than those available in the open
market. In 2024, the Department
of  Education spent more than
$160 billion on federal student
aid.

These efforts have certainly
led to more students starting
college. In 1965,
colleges enrolled fewer than 6
million high school graduates.
Today, it’s more than 19 million.
That’s a substantial increase,
even after adjusting for popula-
tion growth.

For some students, college has
opened up a world of  opportuni-
ties. But for many, the pipeline
to college has resulted in debt,

not degrees. Around 40 percent
of  college students don’t gradu-
ate within six years. In
2024, Pew Research found that
borrowers who didn’t complete
their bachelor’s degree had
median debt levels of  between
$10,000 and $14,999. In 2023, 25
percent of  them had at least
$25,000 in debt.

One problem is that many stu-
dents graduate high school
without foundational academic
skills. Their time in college is
spent taking remedial courses,
which makes completing the
whole endeavor much harder.

But there’s also a flawed
assumption at work. Obtaining
a respectable career with strong
earning potential doesn’t

require a college degree. Ford
Motor CEO Jim Farley recently
said that his company can’t fill
5,000 mechanic jobs. Those posi-
tions pay $120,000 a year. And
that’s just one company.

This is stunning until you
think about it. Many high
schools have cut shop classes.
The federal government has
pushed too many students
toward college. Some in society
look down on people who go into
the trades.

That’s a major mistake. And
if  the country wants a function-
al society — literally — this
needs to change. America needs
more vocational schools and a
greater appreciation of  those
who work with their hands.

We need to appreciate vocations
Guest
Editorial

Michael
J. Hicks
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning
3042 West 400 North,

Portland
p 260.726.2230

MAY 
FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

JEFF HALL
MATT FRANKS

your hometown agents
(260) 729-5200

111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

LIFE • HEALTH
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE
SUPPLEMENTS

DENTAL & VISION

Classique
Beauty Salon

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

(765) 768-7375

Rose Morgan,
CPA

Income Tax Preparation

Accounting/Bookeeping

Payroll & Payroll Taxes

202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Josh Arthur
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
Jack Houck
(260) 729-2164
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Mark Acree
(260) 251-0987
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Ron McCallum
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Ron McCallum
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
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thecr.com

THE 
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Find it - Buy It, 
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 4:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery

Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:00 p.m.

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

g

Hi and Lois

Agnes

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Hi and Lois

B t F i d

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  Between Friends

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Blondie

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Snuffy Smith

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Beetle Bailey

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

00 CLASSIFIEDS

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

√ Out 
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED 

TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL,  & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services

ANDY KING
765-881-1611
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 8341 N  400 E

Bryant, Indiana
(Bearcreek Farms) 
Saturday Morning

DECEMBER 6, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Metal African Tribal Stat-
ue, approximately 4’ tall,
VERY UNUSUAL; Oak
curved glass secretary
with leaded glass; Oak
curved glass secretary
bookcase; Oak large
size roll top desk; wing
back chair recliner; Mes-
sages and Papers of the
Presidents book set;
political buttons; glass
elephants; Fenton tall
candlesticks; Coke ther-
mometer; cuckoo clock;
scales; Thomas Kinkade
pictures;LARGE SET OF
PFALTZGRAFF DISHES
WITH MANY EXTRA
PIECES; jewelry;

Shriner’s hat; Lefton;    
cast iron chicken fryer;

assortment of vintage
glassware; Indian

Princess dolls; large
assortment of dolls;
clown figurines; and
other items not listed.

TOOLS
Bolens front tine tiller;
Skil 10î miter saw; Stihl
BG72 gas blower; B & D

18V Sawzall; palm
sander; post driver; fog-
gers; screwdrivers; air
tools; fishing poles; oil
cans; metal index cabi-
net; step stools; wire
racks; balls; hitch pins;
nails; screws; ladder

jacks; roll of wire; axes;
levels; cythe; and many
other items not listed.
HOLTEN FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
E Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
Thursday Evening

DECEMBER 4, 2025 
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE - PIKE
TOWNSHIP, JAY
COUNTY INDIANA

TRACT 1 -  31.48 acres
of land located in Sec-
tion 30 of Pike Town-

ship.   28.92 acres of till-
able land and the bal-
ance in non tillable land
and roadway.  This par-
cel of land has road
frontage on CR 175W

and 
CR 800 S.    

TRACT 2 - 43 +/- acres
of land with approxi-
mately 42 acres of till-
able land and the bal-
ance in roadway and
utility transmission tow-

ers. 
This parcel of land has
road frontage on CR

175W.
TRACT 3 - 74.48 +/-
acres of land, which is
the combination of Tract

1 and Tract 2. 
For more information
contact Gary Loy, Auc-
tioneer at (260) 726-
5160 or Kim Loy, Real
Estate Broker at (260)

726-2700.
MITCH AND CHRISTI

LOY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25

plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

√ Out The CR 
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Swim vs. Anderson – 6 p.m.;
Girls wrestling vs. Hamilton Southeastern – 6:30
p.m.; Junior high boys basketball at Woodlan – 6
p.m.; Junior high girls basketball vs. Woodlan – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs. St.
Henry – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball vs.
St. Henry – 5 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball
at St. Henry – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball vs. Woodlan – 6

p.m.; JV boys wrestling at Blackford – 5:45 p.m.;
Freshman boys basketball vs. Woodlan – 6 p.m.

 TV schedule
Today

12 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: World Cham-
pions Cup (ESPN)

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Manches-
ter United at West Ham United (USA)

5 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Florida
at Virginia Tech (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: North
Carolina at Texas (ESPN2); South Carolina at
Louisville (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Boston Bru-
ins (FDSN Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — College hockey: Minnesota at
Ohio State (BTN)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Dallas Cowboys at Detroit
Lions (FOX)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Notre

Dame at Ole Miss (ESPN2); LSU at Duke (ESPN)

Friday
4:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
12 p.m. — FIFA World Cup 2026: Group Stage

Draw (FOX)
12 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: World Cham-

pions Cup (ESPN)
6 p.m. — College hockey: Minnesota at Ohio

State (BTN)
7 p.m. — College football: Troy at James

Madison (ESPN)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Gonzaga at Ken-

tucky (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — College basketball: Cincinnati at

Xavier (TNT)
8 p.m. — College football: UNLV at Boise

State (FOX); North Texas at Tulane (ABC)
8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Chicago

Bulls (FDSN Indiana)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email
details to sports@thecr.com

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Big man drive
Jay County High School’s Cole Forthofer drives the lane during a 56-53 victory over

Richmond on Monday. Forthofer had a team-high 14 points to help JCHS secure its first win of
the season after falling to South Side in the opener.

By BRENDAN SANDERS
Midland Daily News, Mich.
Tribune News Service

Monday, NASCAR and
Michael Jordan began a heavy-
weight showdown in court that
may shape motorsports in Amer-
ica for years to come. But why?

NASCAR is the premier
motorsport organization in the
United States of  America, and
arguably the largest motorsport
on the planet outside of  Formula
1, but its dominance is being
challenged, and not by a rival
motorsport, but by one of  the
most influential athletes in the
world, Michael Jordan.

Jordan is a co-owner of  23XI
Racing, a race team that com-
petes in the NASCAR Cup series
with drivers Darrell (Bubba)
Wallace Jr. and Tyler Reddick.
The team is co-owned by three-
time Daytona 500 champion and
60-time race winner Denny Ham-
lin. Since 2024, while the team

raced in the Cup Series, they
have been preparing to battle
NASCAR in court this week for
acting as a monopoly.

According to previous report-
ing by FOX Sports motorsports
insider Bob Pockrass, they argue
that since NASCAR owns the
series and the majority of  the
tracks while also requiring the
teams to purchase parts and
pieces for their cars from a
NASCAR-approved supplier, as
well as prohibiting teams and
tracks from participating in
other racing (primarily stock-car
racing) series without
NASCAR’s approval, that they
violate antitrust law by control-
ling the market where premier
stock-car racing teams can com-
pete.

All of  this comes after a con-
tentious argument in 2024 over
the sport’s charter system. The
charter system is a revenue-shar-
ing model that is similar to a

franchise in other professional
sports.

According to AP News
reporter Jenna Fryer, although
charters can be sold and leased,
the charters have contractually
binding terms, expiration dates
and can be revoked by NASCAR.
The teams fought with NASCAR
throughout 2024, negotiating the
latest agreement, with teams
wanting full-time charters while
NASCAR didn’t, alongside other
stipulations. Ultimately,
NASCAR gave teams an ultima-
tum to sign the last agreement by
September 6, 2024 or risk losing
their charter.

While several teams disagreed
with NASCAR’s ultimatum, the
majority of  the teams signed the
agreement. The only two who
did not were 23XI Racing and
Front Row Motorsports, owned
by Bob Jenkins. Pockrass report-
ed that these teams viewed the
new 2025 charter agreement as

unfair when it comes to revenue
distribution to the teams in com-
bination with the restrictions.

NASCAR co-defendant Jim
France, the CEO who is part of
NASCAR’s founding family,
claims it has done nothing
wrong and the teams’ dissatisfac-
tion stems over a business dis-
pute during negotiations for
what is known as the franchise-
like “charter system.”

According to Jeff  Gluck and
Jordan Bianchi at The Athletic,
the judge in the case, Kenneth D.
Bell, has already ruled NASCAR
has a monopoly over its market,
which is defined as “premier”
stock car racing. Now, in a trial
that is expected to last more than
two weeks, a six-person jury will
decide whether NASCAR abused
that power in a way that violated
antitrust laws.

Now there are a multitude of
scenarios that can play out as
this trial continues. Gluck and

Bianchi noted that if  the teams
lose this case, they will likely go
out of  business as they will be
operating as unchartered teams,
which would significantly
decrease how much money they
can make. Charter teams get rev-
enue guarantees, as well as
assured starting spots in races,
which open teams do not. The
article notes that in a declara-
tion, 23XI co-owner Curtis Polk
estimated the organization
would lose $24 million in revenue
if  the team’s cars did not have
charters.

If  NASCAR loses, the sport of
stock car racing and motor rac-
ing in the United States could
fundamentally change. Bianchi
and Gluck went on to write that
Bell has already telegraphed that
in order to provide a remedy for
an antitrust violation, he could
force NASCAR to sell its race-
tracks or dismantle the existing
charter system.

By PETER SBLENDORIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

It didn’t take long for
Sonny Gray to reintroduce
himself  to the Yankees-Red
Sox rivalry.

Speaking for the first
time since he was traded to
Boston last week, Gray
came with fighting words
about the Yankees, with
whom he famously strug-
gled during a two-year
tenure from 2017-18.

“What did factor into my
decision to come to Boston
[is that] it feels good to me
to go to a place now where,
you know what, it’s easy to
hate the Yankees, right?”
Gray, 36, said Tuesday dur-
ing an introductory Zoom
call.

“It’s easy to go out and
have that rivalry and go
into it with full force, full
steam ahead. I like the chal-
lenge.”

The Yankees envisioned
Gray as a frontline starter
when they acquired him
from the Oakland A’s before
the 2017 trade deadline.

But Gray went just 15-16
with 4.51 ERA over 41
appearances, including 34
starts, during his 1 1/2 sea-
sons with the Yankees,
including a 4.90 ERA in
2018.

After being traded to the
Cincinnati Reds before the
2019 season, Gray told The
Athletic the Yankees had
wanted him to throw his
slider more often, rather
than his bread-and-butter
curveball.

Gray has largely excelled
in the seven years since
leaving the Yankees, pitch-
ing to a 3.51 ERA from 2019-
25 with the Reds, Minneso-
ta Twins and St. Louis Car-
dinals. He was the runner-
up for the 2023 American

League Cy Young Award
with the Twins.

“New York, it just wasn’t
a good situation for me,”
Gray said Tuesday. “It was-
n’t a great setup for me and
my family. I never wanted
to go there in the first place.
… It just didn’t really work
for who I am.”

At his introductory press
conference at Yankee Stadi-
um in 2018, Gray said he
“couldn’t be happier to be
here today.”

And while that sentiment
did not last, Gray said Tues-
day that he did “appreciate
my time there.”

“I’ve been a better base-
ball player, husband, every-
thing from having that
experience and going
through that,” said Gray,
who was 14-8 with a 4.28
ERA with St. Louis last sea-
son.

“I just feel like I learned
so much after going
through that. When I imme-
diately left, I was just like,
you know what? I just was-
n’t myself.”

Gray is the latest pitcher
to add fire to the Yankees-
Red Sox rivalry.

The Yankees are set to
face the Red Sox in Boston
from April 21-23, and then
host their century-old rival
from June 5-7 in the Bronx.

Why is basketball legend Michael Jordan suing NASCAR?

Former Reds
pitcher will find it
easy to hate NYY

Sonny Gray
pitched  for
Cincinnati
from 2019
until 2021



By KORY WOODS
mlive.com
Tribune News Service

Just under two months
after making his NFL sea-
son debut, Michael Badgley
is back on the free-agent
market.

The Indianapolis Colts
announced the release of
the 30-year-old kicker
after signing him to a
third stint with the fran-
chise in October. In seven
games this season, Badg-

ley made 10 of  his 11
field-goal attempts —
including a 53-yarder, the
second-longest of  his
career — and went 18 of
21 on extra-point tries.

One of  those missed
PATs came during the
Colts’ 20–16 loss to the
Houston Texans, a mis-
cue that forced Indi-
anapolis to need a touch-
down instead of  a game-
tying field goal.

The Colts initially
signed Badgley after
kicker Spencer Schrader
suffered a season-ending
ACL and MCL injury.

Following Badgley’s
release, the Colts signed
former New Orleans
Saints kicker Blake
Grupe to their practice
squad.

Before returning to
Indianapolis, Badgley
spent his previous two
NFL seasons (2022 and
2023) with the Lions. In 16
games with Detroit, he
made 24 of  28 field goals
and 46 of  48 extra-point
attempts.

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Get all of your local 
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JCHS girls wrestling hosts
Hamilton Southestern today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Phillips’ push-shot
Jay County High School’s Aiden Phillips pushes up a shot from

the middle of the lane during the Patriots’ 56-53 victory over Richmond on
Monday. Phillips had all eight of his points in the first half, while Cole
Forthofer had 10 of his 14 as the frontcourt powered the first half and the
backcourt fueled the second.

By STEFAN KRAJISNIK
cleveland.com
Tribune News Service

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio State coach
Ryan Day is preparing his team for the
Big Ten Championship Game this week,
and the College Football Playoff  is on
the horizon.

While all that takes place, he’ll also be
in the hunt for a new offensive coordina-
tor.

Brian Hartline is reportedly set to
become South Florida’s next head coach,
though he will coach OSU through the
postseason. He’ll leave behind play-call-
ing duties as well as his role as the Buck-
eyes’ receivers coach.

Who will replace Hartline? Here’s an
early list of  names to consider.

Chip Kelly, former
Ohio State offensive
coordinator

The first time Day handed over play-
calling duties, he hired Chip Kelly as
offensive coordinator ahead of  the 2024
season. It worked out.

Kelly led an offense that ranked 14th
nationally in yards per play (6.85). With
quarterback Will Howard under center,
the Buckeyes won their ninth national
title in program history.

Kelly left after one season to serve as
the Raiders offensive coordinator. How-
ever, he was fired after a Nov. 23 loss
against the Browns.

Keenan Bailey,
Ohio State tight ends
coach/co-offensive coordinator 

Keenan Bailey has been at Ohio State
since 2019. He worked as a quality con-

trol coach before being promoted to tight
ends coach in 2023.

This year, after Hartline was promoted
to offensive coordinator, Bailey earned a
co-OC title.

Tyler Bowen, Ohio State
offensive line coach

Ohio State hired Tyler Bowen in the off-
season to replace Justin Frye as offensive
line coach.

While he’s only been working with Day
for one season, Bowen has experience as a
play-caller. He previously served as Vir-
ginia Tech’s offensive coordinator (2022-24)
before coming to Columbus.

Bowen also has a connection to Urban
Meyer. He served as the Jaguars’ tight ends
coach while Meyer was the head coach
(2021).

Jerry Neuheisel, former UCLA
interim offensive coordinator

Jerry Neuheisel was one of  college foot-
ball’s best stories this season. The former
UCLA quarterback (2012-15) has been serv-
ing as a coach for the program since 2018.

He served as interim offensive coordina-
tor this year and helped lead the Bruins to
wins against Penn State, Michigan State
and Maryland.

Joe Moorhead,
Akron head coach

Joe Moorhead has been serving as
Akron’s head coach since 2022, but some of
his best success in the profession has come
as an offensive coordinator.

Moorhead served as Oregon’s OC from
2020-21 after a two-year stint as Mississippi
State’s head coach. In 2021, he led the
Ducks to a 35-28 win at Ohio Stadium.

By BRIAN FONESCA
nj.com
Tribune News Service

The last time No. 1 Purdue walked
into Jersey Mike’s Arena, Rutgers
pulled off  the biggest upset in pro-
gram history, a result so monumental
that it wiped off  an awful start to the
season and propelled the Scarlet
Knights to a second consecutive
NCAA Tournament appearance.

They weren’t able to recapture the
magic on Tuesday.

The Scarlet Knights scrapped with
the Boilermakers for stretches before
falling 81-65 in their Big Ten opener. It
marked the third double-digit loss in
nine games for Rutgers (5-4, 0-1), and
considering it has No. 3 Michigan up
next and six other games against
teams currently in the top 30 on Ken-
Pom, the blowouts could start piling
up.

Purdue (8-0, 1-0) led for the final 36
minutes and 48 seconds, taking a lead
as large as 25 points as Rutgers could
not keep up with their high-powered
offense led by All-American candi-
dates Braden Smith (16 points on 5-of-
11 shooting, eight assists) and Trey
Kaufman-Renn (19 points on 7-of-11
shooting, 13 rebounds). The Scarlet

Knights reduced the deficit to a
respectable margin by outscoring
Purdue 36-27 in the final 16 minutes.

Head coach Steve Pikiell’s team got
crushed on the boards, giving up 11
offensive rebounds on 31 missed shots
(35.5%) for 13 second-chance points. It
shot 46.7% at the rim (7-of-15), going 2-
of-3 on dunks and 5-of-12 on layups,
making five of  its last six after miss-
ing its first six. It shot 47.1% on threes
(8-of-17), but allowed the top-ranked
visitors to go 10-of-26 (38.5%) from
beyond the arc.

The Scarlet Knights were led by
freshman Harun Zrno (13 points on 5-
of-8 shooting, 3-of-5 on threes) and
star sophomore Dylan Grant (13
points on 5-of-10 shooting), though 11
of  his points came in the final nine
minutes.

Rutgers got off  to a hot start, hit-

ting its first two shots to take an early
6-2 lead. Then the hosts missed six
consecutive field goal attempts, allow-
ing Purdue to take the advantage for
good with an 18-3 run.

The Scarlet Knights clawed back
with a 10-0 spurt, cutting their deficit
to 1 point with 7:37 remaining in the
first half. Then they missed another
six shots in a row as the Boilermak-
ers closed the half  out on a 20-8 run.

They turned a comfortable lead
into a blowout within the first five
minutes of  the second half, outscor-
ing Rutgers 16-6 after scoring on
seven of  its first eight possessions
after the break. The Boilermakers
built their lead as high as 25 points
before taking its foot off  the gas, with
the Scarlet Knights closing the gap to
a more respectable margin.

It doesn’t get any easier for Rut-
gers, which travels to Ann Arbor on
Saturday to face arguably the hottest
team in the country. The Wolverines
are 7-0, lead KenPom’s efficiency
rankings by almost three points per
100 possessions (2.64) and are coming
off  of  a championship at the Players
Era Festival, where they defeated San
Diego State, Auburn and Gonzaga by
a combined 110 points.

Michael Badgley
released by Colts

Purdue crushed Rutgers in B1G opener

Kaufman-Renn
led Boilermakers

with 19 points

Who will replace 
Brian Hartline for
Ohio State in final?


