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Envoys
to visit
as Putin

Emergency hub?

rejects
parts
of plan

Ukrainian
negotiators
will join
new round

of talks
in Florida

By ALIAKSANDR
KUDRYTSKI

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Ukrainian negotiators
will join a new round of
talks in Florida as Russian
President Vladimir
Putin said some of the
points in a U.S.-backed
peace plan were unaccept-
able to him, the latest sign
an agreement likely
remains distant.

The negotiations are dif-
ficult, and Moscow dis-
agrees with some of
what’s been suggested by
the U.S., Putin said in an
interview to India Today,
as cited by the state-run
Tass news service. The
full interview will be
released later on Thurs-
day.

Putin’s comments are
likely to cast more doubt
over U.S. President Donald
Trump’s push to broker a
peace deal after almost
four years of Russia’s full-
scale invasion. Intense
shuttle diplomacy over the
past few days has failed to
break the deadlock as the
Kremlin
presses UKkraine to hand
over control of land

Some Jay County Commissioners and council members toured Jay Emergency Medical Service’s base in Portland,
along with the Jay County Health Department and Jay County Coroner’s Office, on Wednesday as part of a meeting to
evaluate needs and consider plans for a possible multifaceted public safety building. IU Health Jay has expressed a
willingness to donate the Jay Emergency Medical Service base and adjacent land to the county for the project.

ice, Jay County Health Depart-

Commissioners, council discuss potential facility
and discuss the next steps with department heads
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They voiced concerns at the

that Moscow has failed to
seize by force in the east
of the country Kyiv has
repeatedly rejected that
demand.

Trump said Wednesday
that he doesn’t know what
the outcome of successive
rounds of talks over a deal
will be, though he called
the last meeting his spe-
cial envoy, Steve Witkoff,
and son-in-law, Jared
Kushner, held with Putin
in Moscow on Tuesday

Officials have a starting
point.

Now they say it’s time to get
down to business.

Jay County Council and Jay
County Commissioners
reviewed sketches Wednesday
for a new multi-faceted public
safety building in Portland and
discussed next steps with
department heads.

County officials have been
discussing creating a hub for
Jay Emergency Medical Serv-

ment and Jay County Coroner’s
Office for years.

Discussion renewed recently
after commissioners agreed on
a 2-1 vote in August to move for-
ward with a $119,000 contract
with MSS Engineering for
designing the project, with
plans at that time to build on
the county’s 68 acres along
Votaw Street on the west side of
Portland. Commissioner Duane
Monroe suggested instead
expanding the current Portland
Jay Emergency Medical Serv-

Health Jay.

Recently, the board of direc-
tors that oversees IU Health Jay
agreed to donate the Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service building
and 2 acres of land for the coun-
ty, according to IU Health chief
operating officer and chief
nursing officer Christina
Schemenaur.

Council members let a trans-
fer request in the commission-
ers’ budget for the project die
for a lack of a motion at two
council meetings in September.

time about the increased cost in
the project’s scope and whether
it would require a new request
for proposals.

Travis McDaniel of MSS
Engineering said Wednesday it
won’t be a large additional cost
to amend plans and expand the
existing base instead of con-
structing an entirely new build-
ing. He shared a potential
design of the facility Wednes-
day with council and commis-
sioners.

See Hub page 2

“reasonably good.”
See Plan page 2
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Down the hill

Northeast Ohio residents take advantage of the fresh snow
from a winter storm with a little sledding at Big Creek reservation. A
winter storm hit the Midwest on Monday evening. The forecast calls for
a slight chance of snow daily from Sunday through Wednesday.

In review

Trinity ArchBridge Church
will host its Festival of
Nativities this weekend. The
display at the church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland, will
feature more than 500 Nativity
scenes, ranging from mass-
produced to hand-crafted. It
will be open from noon to 6
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, and noon
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7.

Weather

The high temperature was
27 degrees Wednesday in Jay
County. The low was 16.

Tonight’s low will be in the
low teens with winds gusting
to 20 mph. Skies will be mostly
cloudy Saturday with a high in
the lower 30s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Education leaders warn

School officials say
tax reforms are
destabilizing budgets

By CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana school officials are warning
that the state’s new property tax over-
haul is pushing districts into an unprece-
dented financial squeeze — which
dozens of Hoosier superintendents say is
already forcing staff cuts, delaying
maintenance and increasing the likeli-
hood for other reductions.

Their concerns are at the heart of a
new statewide survey released Thursday
by the Indiana Coalition for Public Edu-
cation, first published by the Indiana
Capital Chronicle.

The report highlights how Senate
Enrolled Act 1 is reshaping local school

The survey — completed by 148 of the
state’s 290 traditional public school cor-
porations — found that 95.3% of Indiana
districts expect SEA 1 to negatively
affect their funding in 2025, and 99.3%
expect impacts in future years.

Concerns cut across geography and
school size.

Large suburban districts worried
about their ability to accommodate
growth without operational dollars,
while small rural districts said they face
“existential threats” in the form of
potential staff layoffs, school consolida-
tions and the reduction of essential serv-
ices if operational funding continues to
shrink.

Urban districts additionally said long-
standing structural disadvantages make
them especially vulnerable to revenue
compression, noting that dense popula-
tions, aging buildings and higher con-
centrations of high-needs students leave
them with fewer ways to absorb shrink-
ing tax collections.

For many superintendents, the finan-
cial strain isn’t a future concern, but a
problem already unfolding inside their
buildings.

budgets just months after its passage. See Warn page 2
In review Coming up <
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The proposed plan resembles
a sketch created four years ago
when commissioners president
Chad Aker met with depart-
ment heads about the topic. It
includes a JEMS living quar-
ters with four bedrooms, two
bathrooms, a shared dayroom
and Kkitchen area and a patio, as
well as an exercise room, a
training room, a conference
room, a break room, a lobby for
Jay County Health Department
and various offices, restrooms
and storage rooms.

If constructed in full, the
facility would sit at just under
10,000 square feet. At an esti-
mated $500 per square foot, the
building could cost nearly $5
million.

A few council members
balked at the price Wednesday,
with council member Bryan
Alexander saying there isn’t

project wouldn’t be popular
with the public.

Council vice president Cindy
Bracy said the county wouldn’t
be able to afford a $5 million
project, indicating cuts would
likely need to be made. She sug-
gested potentially focusing
instead on expanding the EMS
base and leaving the health

department and coroner’s
offices in their current loca-
tions.

Commissioners Duane Mon-
roe and AKer, absent Doug
Horn, took tours of both the
health department on Arch
Street in Portland and the
JEMS facility along Creagor
Avenue in Portland along with
council member Matt Minnich
on Wednesday. Health depart-
ment administrator Heath Butz
explained the department
would benefit from a different
building layout as well as addi-

showed the living quarters and
offices, noting various spots
have been overtaken for storage
needs.

Monroe explained Wednes-
day’s goal was to look into
whether the location is feasible
for building plans. Several folks
pointed to an existing waste-
water line underground near
the Portland base. (There’s also
a walking path to IU Health Jay,
although Schemenaur said it
could be relocated.)

Discussion circled around
whether the county would have
enough space to expand the cur-
rent building or whether it
would need to build a new struc-
ture, with officials indicating
they could negotiate with IU
Health Jay to place it on part of
the hospital’s land north of the
Portland base.

Regarding cuts to the project,
Jay Emergency Medical Service

questioned whether the health
department would still be con-
sidered in plans.

Council president Matt Min-
nich pointed out the main ques-
tion Wednesday: Where can the
building fit, and what all does it
need to include? He also
expressed frustration with
department heads regarding
potential cuts.

“It doesn’t sound like there’s
any room to give, so this might
be dead on arrival, because
there’s no room that you guys
can work with any deductions,”
he said. “I don’t know where
we’re going to go.”

Department heads took a step
back, saying plans are nego-
tiable. Jay Emergency Medical
Service director Jessica Curtis
added that any plans would be
an upgrade from the current
facility.

Towell chided department

prior. He suggested they get
together to begin planning
soon.

County officials discussed
doing a survey on the land and
having Portland wastewater

superintendent Brad Dues
locate the sewer line.
Schemenaur and council

members discussed utilizing
the hospital for conference and
training rooms, with Alexander
suggesting a memorandum of
understanding.

County attorney Wes Scheme-
naur, Christina Schemenaur’s
husband, noted the county’s
lease with the hospital for the
Portland base expired in April.
He advocated for taking some
sort of action soon, pointing out
that the hospital’s donation was
not on the table in previous
years.

AKker also advocated for tak-
ing action on the project swiftly,

support for the plan among
council. He and council mem-
ber Harold Towell also said the

tional parking. Jay Emergency
Medical Service directors Kyle
Gerlach and Gary
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Lotteries

Powerball
1-14-20-46-51
Power Ball: 26
Power Play: 3
Estimated

$820 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $50
million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-6-4
Daily Four: 1-0-1-3
Quick Draw: 6-7-15-16-

Daily Four: 1-4-3-6

Quick Draw: 3-8-11-15-
17-25-26-27-30-32-38-39-48-
50-53-56-58-61-65-77

Cash 5: 15-18-27-32-39

Estimated jackpot:
$85,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-4-2
Pick 4: 9-1-2-1
Pick 5: 7-8-0-5-3
Evening
Pick 3:1-59
Pick 4: 0-6-7-2
Pick 5: 9-2-4-7-2

28-29-30-35-38-39-44-46-49- Rolling Cash: 1-13-28-
52-54-64-66-72-75-76 29-37

Evening Estimated jackpot:

Daily Three: 3-1-0 $201,000
Markets
Cooper Farms Wheat ........cccoevveenee 4.96
Fort Recovery
COTNeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn 469 ADM
Jan. corn.................. 460 Montpelier

(076) 1 1 FORSUUURTR 4.42
POET Biorefining Jan. corn................. 4.42
Portland Beans.......cccouuunnnnnn. 11.13
(07075 VR 464 Jan.beans............. 11.16
Jan. corn ... 456 Wheat ....cccceeenen. 5.11
Feb. corn.................. 451
Heartland

The Andersons St. Anthony
Richland Township Corn.............c............ 4,51
COrn eeeevveevieeeeene, 451 Jan.corn.................. 4,51
Jan.corn................. 451 Beans.......eeee..... 10.83
Beans........ccccoeuueen. 11.13 Jan. beans.............. 10.88
Jan. beans .............. 11.16 Wheat .....cccceeennee. 4.86

Today in history

In 1484, Pope
Innocent VIII
condemned

witchcraft. He later
sent inquisitors to
Germany to put
accused witches on
trial.

In 2013, Jay County

High School’s
wrestling team racked
up eight pins,

including six in the
first period, as it
knocked off Muncie

Southside 48-30.
Senior Eric
Hemmelgarn led the
way by finishing off
Daquevon Hopkins of
the Rebels in just 49
seconds in the
heavyweight match.
In 2018, Jay County
High School senior
Vivienne Kunkler
signed to continue her
swimming career at
Bethel College.
—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 pm. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland.

6 pm. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, living facility,
1194 E. 200 North, Port-
land.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Board of Zoning
Appeals, Community

Resource Center build-
ing, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. —Ridgeville
Town Council, fire
department, 302 N. Wal-
nut St.

officials originally

Barnett

Warn ...

Continued from page 1

Survey responses were Kkept
anonymous in ICPE’s published
report.

One superintendent described
being unable to cover even the most
basic operating costs, saying their
district’s finances had reached the
point where “I cannot pay my utility
bill,” and warned that rising gas,
electricity and insurance costs are
outpacing any funds available to
cover them.

Another district leader said the
combined effect of inflation and the
property tax cap changes mean their
operations fund is shrinking each
year while costs climb.

“The negative impacts of SEA 1
cannot be overstated,” the superin-
tendent wrote, adding that “uncon-
trollable cost increases in utilities,
transportation and insurance can-
not be addressed adequately” under
the new levy limits.

Indiana schools depend on local
property taxes to fund essential serv-

argued
against, citing needs for a train-
ing room on campus. Butz also

heads and officials,
Wednesday'’s

ices like custodial work, transporta-
tion, facility maintenance and bus
purchases — areas where costs have
risen sharply in the last decade.

SEA 1 decreases the taxable
assessed value available to school
corporations through expanded
deductions that phase in through
2031. Although the law was intended
to provide tax relief to property own-
ers, superintendents emphasized in
the survey that it has weakened the
financial foundation for operating
public schools.

Several respondents pointed to a
mismatch between what’s expected
of schools and the dollars they
receive.

One rural superintendent report-
ed that their district had “a history
of doing more with less,” but that
the law’s projected reductions in the
operations fund would soon make it
“very difficult to simply run
school.”

A suburban superintendent sepa-
rately noted that long-range finan-

saying
discussion
should’ve happened a month

asking officials to keep an open
mind as they move through the
process.

cial planning has become nearly
impossible because “constantly
changing regulations” leave dis-
tricts unsure how much revenue
they will receive from one year to
the next.

Cuts ripple across classrooms, The
survey found that 65.3% of Indiana
districts that responded have already
reduced or will reduce support staff,
and 55.8% have already reduced or
will reduce teaching staff.

Combined with the districts that
are considering reductions, more
than 90% reported that cuts to
staffing or facilities are on the table.

In write-in responses, superin-
tendents said they’re postponing or
canceling bus purchases, scaling
back technology upgrades, holding
off on building repairs, and in some
cases, preparing for building clo-
sures.

The story was edited for length. To
read the full version, visit indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Plan ...

Continued from page 1

The Kremlin earlier
described the negotiations
that lasted almost five
hours as “very useful,”
though “a compromise
hasn’t been reached yet”
on the critical issue of ter-

ritorial control, Putin’s

policy aide Yuri .
Ushakov told reporters yne.
in Moscow.

Redkey Faith Ministries, 9811
Indiana 67, Redkey.

Saturday, Dec. 6
DeBolt, Miriam: Il am.,,
Klaehn, Fahl & Melton Funeral
Home, 6424 Winchester Road,

SERVICES Transform e
Today Your Bathroom O S —
Anderson, Robert: 2 p.m,, and Change / ‘7&—

The outcome of the talks
in Moscow is likely to be
top of the agenda when the
Ukrainian delegation led
by chief negotiator
Rustem Umerov meets
Witkoff and Kushner
in Florida on Thursday.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio described their pre-
vious round of talks there
on Sunday as productive,
but complicated.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Your Life.

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-743-1911
A safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value,
Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select
markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082939 0083445 13VH11096000

In an interview, Putin
stuck to his pledge to take
over parts of Ukraine
which he claims should
belong to Russia and said
he was determined to
achieve it either by force or
through other means. The
Russian president also
repeated his complaint
that Kyiv has refused to
pull out of the eastern
Donbas region that is
internationally recognized
as Ukraine’s territory.

Trump and his team
kicked off their latest
peace efforts with a 28-
point plan, which caught
other mostly European
allies off guard. That ini-
tial proposal appeared to
favor Russia as it
pushed Kyiv to give up ter-
ritory, forfeit ambitions to
join NATO and cap the size
of its military.

The most controversial
points were subsequently
whittled down to make the
plan potentially more
palatable for Kyiv, though
its most recent iteration
hasn’t yet been made pub-
lic.

The U.S. recently pro-
posed breaking down the
28-point list into four pack-
ages for further discus-
sion, Tass cited Putin as
saying in the India Today
interview.

In-person and phone
contacts are set to continue
over the next few days as
talks are proceeding quite
effectively, Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy said in a video
address Wednesday
evening.

“A dignified peace is

tolWings and Rings for
our signature wings, seasonal
speei_ials, drinks and beers,

’

then stay for more.

Sports oh TV
Cold Beer on Draft
Great Food on the Grill

WINGS «Z RINGS

1204 W. Votaw St., Portiand, IN | (260] 726-9647
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Optimists are accepting oratorical entries

Jay County Optimist
Clubs are accepting speech-
es to enter into the annual
Optimist International
Oratorical Contest.

This year’s topic is “The
Moment I Realized I
Belonged — My Definition
of Community.” Local Opti-
mist clubs will judge stu-
dents’ speeches based on
content and presentation.
Winners will receive
awards, with winners

Taking
Note

advancing to zone, district,
regional and world champi-
onships, with a chance to
win up to $22,500 in scholar-
ships. The contest is open

to all students 18 years old
and younger as of Oct. 1.

The deadline to hand in
speeches is March 10. To
participate or learn more,
contact the Dunkirk and
Redkey chapters at (765)
744-4092 or Portland chap-
ter at (260) 766-9131.

Blue Christmas

Trinity Lutheran Church
will host a Blue Christmas
prayer service this month.

The service begins at 7
p.m. Dec. 22 at the church,
301 Wayne St., Fort Recov-
ery. The public is invited to
attend.

Hear a case
The Court of Appeals of
Indiana’s Appeals on

Wheels program will come
to Delaware County next
week.

The court will hear oral
arguments on the case

Rangel v. State at 10 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 8, at Muncie
Central High School. The
event is open to the public,
and attendees will have the
opportunity to ask ques-
tions about the judiciary
following the proceedings.

Muncie Central is locat-
ed at 801 N. Walnut St.,
Muncie.

Christmas production
Grace Bible Church of

Berne will perform “Long
Foretold: the Journey of
the Magi,” at 10 a.m. Dec.
21.

Written by Lindsay Fin-
ley, the story traces the
roots of the Christmas
story farther back than the
manger in Bethlehem. The
production is accompanied
by a choral performance.
Admission is free, and the
community is invited to
participate.

Wife continues talking with former friend

DEAR ABBY: My best friend
of more than 10 years, “Ian,”
ghosted me! We used to talk
about everything — wives, chil-
dren, jobs. We spent hours
together and helped each other
sort out our problems. He knew
more about me than my wife.
With no explanation, he
stopped responding to texts and
messages and is ignoring my
calls. I have come to terms with
this and deleted him from my
social media and social circles.
It’s been two years now.

The problem is my wife.
Everyone else in my family has
removed him from their social
circles. However, my wife main-
tains contact with him. As far
as I knew, they were only
acquaintances. Yet now they
comment on each other’s posts

Dear
Abby

and play online games together.
When Ian ghosted me, my wife
asked if she should stop play-
ing online with him. I replied,
“You're a big girl. I can’t tell
you what to do. But I hope
you’ll make the smart choice.”
Well, she DIDN’T make the
smart choice, or the loyal one.
Recently, one of Ian’s daugh-
ters got married, and that’s
when I found out Ian and my
wife were doing more than just

gaming — they were still com-
municating online. My wife
didn’t respond when I asked
her why she was still in touch
with him. I'm not sure what my
next steps should be. I can’t
believe my partner would
choose to remain in contact
with someone who hurt me so
badly. I'm also concerned about
what Ian might say to my wife,
because we used to talk about
marital issues we had with our
wives. Help! — UNEASY IN
CANADA

DEAR UNEASY: When you
expressed to your wife that
she was a big girl and you
didn’t care if she maintained
a relationship with Ian, she
regarded it as permission.
Did you TELL her how
deeply you were hurt when

Ian ghosted you? If you
haven’t, it’s time you did. I
can’t predict how she will
react, but if she cares about
your feelings, she may stop
playing games with your for-
mer friend. (I can’t help won-
dering if she knows why Ian
cut ties with you so abruptly.
Have you asked her?)

DEAR ABBY: A year ago, I
became seriously ill. I spent a
long time in the hospital and 20
days in rehab learning how to
walk again. My daughter told
me I should stay in a nursing
home and give up on walking.
When I refused, she stormed
out and hasn’t spoken to me
since. I'm back on my feet now,
back at work full-time, walking
with a cane. I can’t quite bring

myself to forgive her for that,
because I needed her so badly
How do I resolve this? — DIS-
APPOINTED MOM IN TEN-
NESSEE

DEAR MOM: Why do I
have the feeling that there
are facts you may have omit-
ted from your letter? Surely,
this didn’t happen out of the
blue. Your daughter’s reac-
tion to the fact that you want
to live independently is
bizarre, unless she was
afraid she might have to take
care of you. It appears you
raised a daughter who is
lacking in character and
compassion. Resolve this by
walking your own path (lit-
erally) and deriving support
from people who are capable
of caring about you.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Friday

PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 am. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place
at Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of each month in the West
Walnut Church of Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side

of the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of
each month at Jay County
Campus of Arts Place, 131
E Walnut St, Portland. For

more information, call
(260) 251-3259.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

217|8]15|3[114]16(9
6[5[3]9]|7]4]2]|1]8
119]14]2]6]8]13]5]7
512|1]16|8|3]7]|9(4
9(4|6]7]|5]|2]8]|3]1
3[8[7]4]1]9]15]2]6
81112]13]|9|7]16]4|5
7|3|5]1]4]6]9]8]2
416|9]18]2|5]1]7]83

Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank St.,
Portland. Hours are 1 to 5
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio.

Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient  Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-

an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth

Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 6:30
pm. on the second
Wednesday of each month
in the boardroom at Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,,
Portland.
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4 Butcher's Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.) LIk
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

SPECIAL INTHODUCTORY PHICE

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2798
1 .866. 488 3459 Ask for Offer 79797ZEH

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.
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Take time to handwrite your cards

Chicago Tribune

Tribune News Service

We’ve all come to dread check-
ing the mail. And not just when
property taxes are due.

Most of the year, the only post
we get is bills, which are
depressing, or advertisements,
headed straight for the trash.
Our mailboxes, once filled with
interest and promise, have
become a breeding ground for
junk.

Once a year, that changes. Yes,
each day’s haul overflows with
glossy printouts and holiday gift
guides, but they’re also stuffed
with photos and letters from
friends and loved ones, a return
to the joyful nostalgia of those
days when the mail was our pri-
mary means of correspondence.

We should take
care of basic needs

By SONALI KOLHATKAR
OtherWords

Guest
Editorial

Cards with pictures of smil-
ing faces show up in bright-col-
ored envelopes, and lucky
households gather a collection
that can adorn entire door-
frames — or refrigerators or
fireplace mantels— with cheer-
ful galleries, offering warmth
every time you walk by.

Sure, there are the overlong
letters that accompany some
cards, replete with mass-pro-
duced rundowns — often highly

embellished — of a child’s
impressive achievements or
that trip overseas that was
absolutely to die for. The disap-
pointments of life rarely make
the cut. But even the eyerolling
inspired by faux-humble brags
comes with its own pleasures
tradition, an inside joke shared
with spouses and kids.

We’ve grown to love the fruits
of those over-posed, high-priced
family photos on custom cards,
knowing full well the folks who
send them spent a fortune on a
professional photographer and
coordinated outfits. So what?

They look great and we love
seeing them. They’re often our
only glimpse of a nephew we
haven’t seen in months or a

friend’s new baby we haven’t
met yet. Or a sneak peek of a
new home or an old one we
haven’t visited in ages. We also
enjoy shots that include cats and
dogs. We’re here for it all.

More than anything, we cher-
ish a heartfelt message from
someone who took the time to
write something personal to us.
It may seem simple, but it’s one
of the best gifts any person can
get.

If you’re thinking of skipping
cards this holiday season for
financial reasons, we under-
stand. Custom cards — and the
stamps to go with them — can
run a few hundred bucks per
season, and if you’re on a budg-
et this is a logical place to cut.

The good news? A stack of
blank cards is a fraction of the
cost, and trimming your list
down to those you love and miss
the most is a way to make the
project more manageable.

Industry estimates still sug-
gest Americans send more than
a billion holiday cards each
year, spending a small fortune
for something that, on paper,
should have gone extinct. But
those envelopes in the mailbox
remain a quiet civic glue, con-
necting families, neighbors and
colleagues with a human touch
no text message can match. A
handwritten card isn’t just tra-
dition; it’s one of the last rituals
that asks us to slow down and
mean what we say.

The recent government
shutdown was a stark
reminder that 42 million
people across the United
States rely on federal food
benefits. That’s 12 percent
of the nation’s population
that lawmakers and Presi-
dent Donald Trump threw
under the bus, cutting off
SNAP benefits in an
attempt to force a deal.

The shutdown has
ended, but SNAP remains
in jeopardy.

SNAP benefits were
already less than a fourth
of the average food expen-
diture per person nation-
wide. And in 2023, Con-
gress and the Biden admin-
istration imposed work
requirements on the pro-
gram as part of a deal to
raise the debt ceiling.

Then, in summer 2025,
Trump’s so-called “Big
Beautiful Bill” deeply cut
safety net programs to
fund tax breaks for corpo-
rations and the rich —
including the largest
SNAP cut in history:

Trump expanded
Biden’s work require-
ments, ending exemptions
for veterans, immigrants
with legal documents, and
the unhoused. Moreover,
states will have to pick up
a bigger portion of SNAP’s
cost. “States are gonna
have to pony up beginning
next October, and then
that’ll only ramp up from
there,” said Anya Rose,
Director of Public Policy
at Hunger Free Colorado.

Rose, who used to staff a
food resource line,
explained that SNAP is “an
incredibly important anti-
hunger program, and it is
also so full of barriers.”
And “if you talk to food
banks, food pantries, they
would tell you we’ve been
in a crisis well before [the
shutdown], with higher
demand than they saw dur-
ing the pandemic.”

Colorado is not alone.
Nationwide, food insecuri-
ty is rising — especially
among older Americans —
fueled by inflation, tariffs,
unemployment, and wage
stagnation. But the Trump
administration decided
to stop measuring food
insecurity altogether, dis-
missing the information
gathering as “redundant,
costly, politicized, and
extraneous.”

To make matters worse,
Trump’s agriculture secre-
tary Brooke Rollins is
demanding all 42 million
SNAP recipients reapply
for their benefits to root
out alleged “fraud.” Yet the
government’s own
data shows how small such
anomalies are. When there
is overpayment, it
amounts to about $10 or $11

Sonali
Kolhatkar

in food vouchers per per-
son. “The policy is largely
designed around how do
you keep the wrong people
out rather than how do you
make sure to actually solve
the problem,” said Rose.

So how does one solve
the problem? It sounds
obvious, but if people are
hungry, one can simply
feed them.

To counter the sordid
state of affairs at the feder-
al level, Rose’s organiza-
tion, together with numer-
ous other community
organizations in Colorado,
helped pass a pair of
propositions in November
2025 aimed at fully funding
school lunches.

What’s powerful about
Colorado’s school lunch
program is that it’s univer-
sal. All children are pro-
vided with meals at school
regardless of their house-
hold income. This means
there’s no question of eligi-
bility or fraud.

Moreover, the ballot
measures allocate money
to purchase locally grown
food, which benefits farm-
ers, and to increase wages
for cafeteria workers to
make healthier meals. It’s
a win-win-win. To pay for
universal school lunches,
Colorado imposed a mod-
est tax increase on resi-
dents making more than
$300,000 a year — people
whose own children will
also Dbenefit from the
school lunches.

It’s a simple calculus,
one that we’re seeing more
of in the absence of federal
action — and not just on
food.

New Yorkers just elected
a mayor promising univer-
sal childcare paid for by
taxing the rich, similar to a
program that New Mexico
already enacted. Seattle
residents also elected a
mayor who designed a tax
program aimed at large
corporations, and Boston’s
hugely popular
mayor sailed to reelec-
tion unopposed, in part by
pioneering a universal free
transit program.

A majority of Ameri-
cans favor raising taxes on
corporations and the
wealthy to pay for our
basic necessities such as
food, childcare, transit, etc.
While people are turning
to cities and states to
achieve the same goal, the
Trump administration is
intent on doing the oppo-
site, at its peril.

Reforms could inspire fairness

By NAFEES ALAM
InsideSources.com
Tribune News Service

Marriage rates in the United States
have plummeted nearly 60% since
1970, hitting historic lows amid rising
divorce risks and financial pitfalls.
This decline isn’t primarily a gender
war but a finance-based crisis: The
specter of divorce as a wealth trans-
fer discourages commitment.

Enter China’s bold 2025 divorce law
reforms, effective Feb. 1, which over-
haul post-divorce asset distribution
and eliminate alimony:

By prioritizing individual contri-
butions and pre-marital ownership,
these changes aim to curb impulsive
splits and boost family formation.
The United States should seriously
consider adopting similar measures,
not to mimic authoritarian policies
but to promote fairness and informed
consent in marriage, potentially
reversing our own marital downturn.

Under China’s revised Civil Code,
property division shifts from auto-
matic equal splits to a system based
on who paid for or holds title to
assets. Pre-marital property remains
solely with its original owner, unless
proven joint contributions exist. In
marital asset cases, courts now
emphasize evidence of payments or
investments, rejecting blanket 50/50
divisions. Alimony, long a con-
tentious payout, has been abolished,
with support limited to exceptional
cases like child-rearing hardships.

A mandatory 30-day cooling-off
period for mutual consent divorces
further discourages rash decisions.
These reforms address China’s plung-
ing marriage and birth rates, where
men increasingly view wedlock as a
financial trap, echoing U.S. senti-
ments.

In America, divorce laws vary by
state, but many follow community
property (equal division of marital
assets) or equitable distribution (fair
but not necessarily equal splits).
Alimony, often permanent or long-
term, adds to the sting. Nighty-eight
percent of recipients are women,
though high-earning women like
Adele have paid it too.

As Florida’s recent cap on perma-

nent alimony shows, reforms are
underway, but they’re piecemeal.
China’s approach offers a blueprint
for systemic fairness: By protecting
pre-marital wealth and tying divi-
sions to actual contributions, it
reduces the incentive for divorce as a
lucrative exit strategy. No longer can
one spouse claim half of the assets
they didn’t help build, fostering a
sense of justice that could make mar-
riage less daunting.

Fairness here isn’t about punish-
ing one gender; it’s about equity root-
ed in reality. Critics might argue that
this disadvantages homemakers who
forgo careers for family duties, a valid
concern. Yet, China’s model doesn’t
ignore such roles; it allows courts to
consider non-financial contributions
such as child care in exceptional rul-
ings.

In the United States, we could
enhance this with mandatory
prenuptial discussions, ensuring cou-
ples negotiate terms upfront. Imagine
entering marriage with explicit
rules: pre-wedding assets shielded,
joint efforts rewarded proportionally:
This aligns with informed consent;
partners agree knowingly, reducing
post-divorce bitterness. As Charlie
Munger wisely said, “Show me the
incentive, and I'll show you the out-
come.” Current U.S. laws incentivize
prolonged disputes; China’s incen-
tivize stability.

Informed consent is key to rebuild-
ing trust in marriage. Prenups in
America are often invalidated if
deemed signed under duress, under-
mining their utility. Adopting China’s
emphasis on pre-marital protection
could strengthen them, making
courts honor agreements absent
fraud.

Couples could customize, perhaps
allocating funds for a stay-at-home

parent via insurance or trusts, ensur-
ing no one feels exploited. This trans-
parency addresses the financial issue
of when divorce looms as a wealth
grab, leading high-net-worth individ-
uals to opt out.

By clarifying asset rules from the
start, we empower informed choices,
much as Tennessee’s push for pater-
nity testing to ensure child support is
distributed fairly.

The potential benefits extend
beyond finances. With 42% of first
U.S. marriages ending in divorce, and
higher for remarriages, reforms
could stem the loneliness epidemic,
where 63% of young men are single
and projections show 45% of women
under 45 childless by 2030.

Fairer laws might encourage leaps
into companionship, yielding meas-
urable perks such as better health,
longer life and lower suicide rates
among the married.

Opponents may decry this as
regressive, favoring the wealthy, but
it’s the opposite: It levels the playing
field by deterring opportunistic
unions while protecting genuine
partnerships.

Adoption wouldn’t be wholesale;
America’s system demands state-
level tweaks, and we must safeguard
vulnerable spouses through safety
nets like temporary support. Yet,
ignoring China’s experiment risks
perpetuating our marital free fall.
Texas and Louisiana are eyeing curbs
on no-fault divorce; why not pair
them with asset reforms? True equal-
ity demands shared risks and
rewards, free from exemptions.

In a nation where love increasingly
bows to logic, China’s policies remind
us that marriage thrives on fairness
and consent, not ambiguity. By adopt-
ing elements of these reforms, the
United States could muster the
courage for soulmate leaps, trans-
forming commitment from a gamble
into a secure bond. The alternative? A
continued slide into isolation, where
the institution of marriage fades not
from irrelevance, but from avoidable
inequities.

Alam is a professor in social work at
Boise (Idaho) State University.
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Expanding opportunities

Innovation lab set to expand soybean markets in Africa

By LAUREN QUINN

University of lllinois

Developing a thriving soybean
market in Africa doesn’t just rep-
resent a new crop in the rotation
for smallholder farmers — it
builds an entire ecosystem of
seed companies, processors, and
trade partners ready to enter the
global soybean market. The Soy-
bean Innovation Laboratory at
the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign has been working
toward this reality for more than
a decade.

“With 12 years of federal fund-
ing from USAID, we conducted
the research, built the infrastruc-
ture with our partners, and de-
risked market-led growth in
Africa’s soybean sector,” said
Peter Goldsmith, SIL director and
emeritus professor in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Con-
sumer Economics, part of
the College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental Sci-
ences at Illinois.

With USAID shuttered, SIL has
gone from working in 31 coun-
tries to four: one of which is
Malawi, where they’re leveraging
the Shire Valley Transformation
Program’s irrigation infrastruc-
ture to build up soybean in the
region. This work was made pos-
sible by an anonymous $1 million
donation. Now, SIL has secured
another $1.5 million from the
Gates Foundation to strengthen
and expand testing of new seed
products across sub-Saharan
Africa.

Breaking bottleneck

The new two-year investment
will fund the expansion of SIL’s
Pan-African Trials (PAT™) plat-
form — a first-of-its-kind, market-
based system that allows new soy-
bean varieties to be tested, regis-
tered, and commercialized across
multiple countries simultaneous-
ly.

For decades, African countries
struggled to move new crop vari-
eties from research to market due
to fragmented, slow, and expen-

University of Illinois

The University of lllinois’ Soybean Innovation Lab recently conducted a soybean demonstration tour in Malawi.
It was part of a project to expand soybean markets in Africa through a $1.5 million grant through the Gates Foundation
and a $1 million anonymous contribution.

sive  national registration
processes. As a result, farmers in
countries like Malawi lacked
access to new and improved soy-
bean varieties, sometimes for a
decade or more.

“Historically, the seed approval
process in many countries takes
at least two years, which can slow
down the availability of new soy-
bean varieties in the market,”
Goldsmith explained. “Through
PAT™, we’ve found a way to work
within Africa’s regional trade
structures so that once a soybean
variety is registered in two coun-
tries, it becomes available in up to
28 others. That’s a massive break-
through for farmers and seed
companies.”

By 2027, SIL and its partners
aim to register at least 10 new soy-

bean varieties in the SADC and
COMESA regional -catalogs,
including varieties with soybean
rust resistance. Goldsmith is con-
fident the plan will be successful
because SIL and its partners have
supported the release of eight
new soybean varieties in Malawi
alone since launching the PAT™
platform in 2019.

Investments benefit

While SIL’'s work focuses on
African farmers and seed sys-
tems, Goldsmith says the ripple
effects reach far beyond the conti-
nent. Strengthening Africa’s soy-
bean market helps stabilize the
global supply chain, creates new
trade opportunities, and opens
pathways for collaboration across
hemispheres.

Soybean demand is growing
rapidly across sub-Saharan
Africa, fueled by the rise of poul-
try, aquaculture, and plant-based
protein industries. Goldsmith
says opportunities abound for
U.S. exports as soybean and soy
products become the industrial
standard across Africa.

“Every time a country builds a
functional, transparent seed and
grain market, the global system
becomes more efficient and
resilient,” Goldsmith added. “It
creates a foundation for trade —
from grain and seed to inputs,
machinery, and management
know-how — and those are areas
where the U.S. continues to lead.”

Building foundation
Goldsmith emphasizes that

this milestone is built squarely
on the foundation laid by years
of public investment.

“This project wouldn’t exist
without USAID’s early and sus-
tained support,” he said.
“Those funds enabled us to do
the research, build partner-
ships, and understand the sys-
tem well enough to make it
work commercially. The market
is taking over, which is good.
However, what about the next
innovation, breakthrough, or
improvement? The Soybean
Innovation Lab’s  impact
demonstrates the critical and
powerful role public funding
plays in the high-risk and slow-
ly developing world of early-
stage research and develop-
ment.”

Pearson
joins
climate
office

By DEVYN RAVE
Purdue Ag News

Austin Pearson has been
promoted to assistant state
climatologist for the Indi-
ana State Climate Office,
while continuing his work
as a climatologist at
the Midwestern Regional
Climate Center
(MRCC). Pearson will con-
tinue monitoring Indiana’s
climate through tracking
extreme weather condi-
tions, such as temperature,
precipitation patterns and
drought scenarios, and
translate that information
into clear insights for the
public.

“Austin has already been
doing the work of an assis-
tant state climatologist and
has provided considerable
support to the Indiana State
Climate Office,” said Beth
Hall, state climatologist
and Indiana State Climate
Office director.

Working with Hall, Pear-
son co-leads the develop-
ment of Indiana’s weekly
recommendations for the
U.S. Drought Monitor. They
collaborate with Purdue
University Extension edu-
cators and various state
agencies to access vegeta-
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drought activity in the state
this year, so we monitor
conditions and regularly
communicate with the
national U.S. Drought Mon-
itor authors,” said Pearson.
“On a day-to-day basis, we
work with many state agen-
cies, including the Indiana
Department of Environ-
mental Management,
Department of Natural
Resources, Department of
Agriculture and the State
Department of Transporta-
tion, as well as various oth-
ers.”

Through Extension pub-
lications like the Pest and
Crop Newsletter, the Pur-
due University Vegetable
Crops Hotline and Purdue
Landscape Report.
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane
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IT'S TOO COLD
T'GO OUT FER
RECESS T'DAY,
KIDDOS, SO
WE'LL BE
STAVIN' IN 1

Beetle Bailey

£2025 by King Meatures Syndicate, In¢. Warid fights reserved

SO...WE'RE
MOVIN' TH' FUN
INSIDE, Mz
PRUNELLY 7

ity-gmith

YES,
JQUGHAID 1!

WHY DID YOU

Auts Sales & Sewsice, Tne.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

PICK THAT PICTURE
FOR YOUR PROFILE

5, Inc. Distrbuted by King Features Syrd oate

Eipnos Gamican:

GREGTMORT WALKER.,

YOU LOOK

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
i Von Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

Green Seal®
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520

Cell 260-729-2797

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

IT'S A MUG

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Bricker & Flowers
& MNore

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL, & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services

ANDY KING
765-881-1611
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www.thecr.com

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Badee < By Steve Becker

Bidding quiz

You are South, both sides vulner-
able. The bidding has gone:
North  East  South
14 Dble 2

What would you bid with each of
the following five hands?

1. 473 YK QY64 #A95 dJR6
2. 4J4 ¥Q972 40963 #KT74
3. 49 PKT5 #1834 #()J9653

4. Q964 Y105 4872 K763
5. AKJR52 Y84 #K 7653 #10

ok k

West

1. Redouble. The redouble of a
takeout double after partner opens
the bidding with one of a suit indi-
cates 10 or more high-card points.
The purpose of the redouble is to
alert partner o the possibility of
cither making a game or exacting a
penalty from the opponents. The
redouble does not imply support
for partner’s suit.

2. One notrump. Over a takeout
double, this shows a balanced hand
of six to nine points, after which
partner can carry on as he sees fit.
Passing is inadvisable because it
may become more difficult to show
your scattered values at your next
turn to bid.

3. Two clubs. Bidding a new suit
over a double denies the ability to
redouble and therefore indicates a

hand with less than 10 points in
high cards. The two-club bid is not
forcing and warns partner that
spade support is either negligible or
nonexistent.

4. Two spades. This denotes a
relatively weak hand with spade
support. It offers the advantage of
making it more difficult for the
next player Lo respond 1o his part-
ner’s double,

5. Four spades. The best way of
dealing with hands of this type 1s to
leap right to game. There is no way
of knowing whether partner can
make four spades, but you bid it

just the same.

Partner doesn’t need much of a
hand to make 10 tricks oppositc
yours — for example, he might
have as little as #AQ963 YK 72 A8
#984 and linish with 10 or 11
tricks.

But equally mportant is the pos-
sibility that thc opponents can
make 10 or 11 tricks with clubs or
hearts as trump. If so, they might
find it extremely diflicull 1o contest
the bidding over four spades. The
immediate leap to game thus serves
as a double-edged sword from
which you can gain in two different
Ways.

Tomorrow: Think first, play later.
2023 King Features Syndicate Tnc.
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Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip:

WHAT SHOULD

ONE CALL PEOPLE WHO ARE LEARNING ALL
ABOUT STINGING INSECTS? BEE STUDENTS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals T

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  38Courts DOWN 24 Sashimi
1 Efronof 39 Maestro 1 Whizzes fish
“Neigh- —-Pekka  (by) 25 ACLU
bors” Salonen 2 Use issues
4 Hegives 41 Redact 3 Monte — 26 Compass
ahoot 45 Intent 4 Okla- pt.
7 Doppler look homa 28 Citric
device 47 Expert trioe beverage
12 Eggs serve 5 Heated 30 Writer
13 — chi 48 Holiday (up) Levin
14 Long tree dec- 6 Cruise 31 Texter's
stories orations ship “Inciden-
15 Rowing 52 Shark 7 — Martin tally”
need feature (cognac) 32 Brazilian
16 Holiday 53 Espresso 8 Chest- city
tree dec- foam beating 33 Rock
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18 Wire ling,e.9. 9 Cacoph- Brian
measure 55 British ony 36 Actor
19 Nail ref. 10 Play part Jared
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mare 57 Singer Sea 42 “Platoon”
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Find it - Buy I,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588

After 4:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10a.m.-4 p.m.
Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:00 p.m.
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Jay girls can’t hang on in second half vs. Knights

FOUNTAIN CITY — A
strong second quarter
kept the Patriots in the
game with the Knights.
But they couldn’t hold on
as the home team dropped
21 points in the third to
help secure the victory.

Jay County High
School’s girls basketball
team suffered a 64-56 loss
at the hands of the North-
eastern Knights on
Wednesday.

The Patriots (1-3) and
Northeastern (4-2) entered
halftime tied at 29. The
Knights created a slight
separation in the third
quarter as seven players

Kali Wendel, a freshman at Jay County, pushes back toward the start blocks during
the 500-yard freestyle against Bluffton on Wednesday. Wendel earned the runner-up spot in
both the 500 freestyle and the 200 freestyle to help fuel a 173-133 victory over the Tigers in

Jay County
Roundup

combined to put up 21
points, while JCHS had 16.
The Knights also edged
the Patriots by four in the
final period to stave off
any comebacks.

Karsyn Schwieterman
led Jay County with 16
points, while Hallie
Schwieterman added 14.
Raylah Newton also fin-

the Allen County Athletic Conference opener.

Sports on tap

ished one point shy of
double figures after
knocking down two triples
in the second quarter and
scoring three more points
in the third.

Northeastern had three
girls finish with 10 or
more points. Adysson
Kischer led with 16 points,
11 of which came in the
first half, while Karri
Gammon had 13 and Fiona
Breibebach had 10.

Other Patriots to find
the basket were Elizabeth
Brunswick (six points),
Natalie May  (four),
Charlee Peters (four) and
Claudia Dirksen (three).

Seven pinned

The Jay County boys
wrestling team opened its
season on Wednesday with
a 53-29 victory over the
Centerville Bulldogs.

The  Patriots (1-0)
secured seven victories
via fall in the dual. The
fastest coming from Coop-
er Glassford in the 132-
pound weight class when
he put Alex Nobble on his
back in 46 seconds.

Also securing victories
with pins were Corbin
Lotheridge, Sylas Wenk,
Jason Landers, Caleb
Sibray, Bryan Fields and
No. 17 Alan Ortiz.

Miles Jones also earned
his first win of the season.
The 144-pounder didn’t get
the pin, but he still didn’t
need the full three periods
as he ran up a score of 20-
4 on Nick Roberts for a
tech fall.

The remaining six
points came from a Cen-
terville forfeit in the 126
weight class.

Jay rolls

Jay  County  High
School’s girls wrestling
team ran through the Cen-
terville Bulldogs on
Wednesday for a 66-12 vic-
tory.

Just under half of the
Patriots’ points came
from forfeits, but they
still won one six of the
seven contested matches.

Jay County (3-1) rolled
through the middle
weight classes with Alex-
is Tipton, Aubree Shan-
non, Kaylee Bramlett,
Maleah Parsons, Madison
Gage and Amara Craw-
ford all winning via pin.

JCHS followed up the
win over Centerville with
a duel against No. 10
Hamilton Southeastern
on Thursday and will
travel to East Noble on
Saturday:.

The Commercial Review/Andrw Balko

Freshmen ...

Continued from page 8

Brooklynn Byrum  still
picked up an individual victory
in the 200 freestyle with a time
of 2:17.90. The other first-place
finish that didn’t come from a
freshman belonged to Lauren
Fisher, whose 1:23.76 claimed
the top spot in the 100 breast-
stroke.

Joining Warvel and Elly
Byrum with a pair of victories
was Maria Laux. The freshman
beat teammate Sophia Hoevel
in the 100 freestyle with a time
of 59.61.

Her race against Bluffton’s
Tess Frauhiger ended up being
neck-and-neck nearly the whole
way through. The two were vir-
tually tied for the first 50 yards
of the race, but on the second
turn, Laux gained a slight
advantage. She held strong to
finish with a time of 1:07.63,
beating Frauhiger by 1.77 sec-
onds.

“I knew that she was right
there with me in the medley
relay when I swam the back,”
Laux said. “So I knew whenever
I’d have to swim her in the 100
back, I would have to be aware
that she’d be right there with
me.

“I was swimming and I could
see her in my peripheral view
and I just thought, this is my
time to get the edge on her off
this turn. So I just made sure to
kick over fast on my turn and
do strong underwater and I

think that’s what gave me the
edge.”

The race Laux referenced
was the 200 medley relay. Laux
opened the relay for Jay Coun-
ty (1-0, 1-0 ACAC), while
Frauhiger led off the Tigers.
Lauren Fisher, Brooklynn
Byrum and Elly Byrum swam
the other three legs, leading to
a first-place finish in 2:01.84.

The JCHS girls also won the
200 and 400 freestyle relay
races. Hoevel replaced Lauren
Fisher in the 400 freestyle relay
that completed the race in
4:12.86. Hoevel, Lauren Fisher,
Kaitlyn Fisher and Ariel
Beiswanger made up the 200
freestyle relay team that won
with a 1:56.32.

Along with the nine victo-
ries, the Patriot girls locked up
the runner-up spot in seven
races and placed third four
times. Jay County’s boys had
the second-place finisher six
times and four swimmers
earned third.

Slavik will look to have the
JCHS tankers continue to work
and build off the strong start.

“They’re all well aware that
we're in the beginning stages
of our training,” Slavik said.
“We kind of enter into things a
little bit slow so to speak. It’s
my coaching style, because I
want to have them all at the pin-
nacle of what they’re capable
of by the time we get to the con-
ference meet and sectionals.”

Local schedule
Today
Jay County — Boys basketball vs.
Woodlan — 6 p.m.; JV boys wrestling at
Blackford — 5:45 p.m.; Freshman boys
basketball vs. Woodlan — 6 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Boys wrestling at West-
ern — 9 a.m.; Girls wrestling at East
Noble — 9 a.m.; Swim in Celina Sprints —
10 a.m.; Girls basketball vs. Fort Recov-
ery — 12 p.m.; Boys basketball at Fort
Recovery — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swim in Celina Sprints
at Jay County — 10 a.m.; Girls basketball at
Jay County — 12 p.m.; Boys bowling in tour-

nament at H.P Lanes — 12 p.m.; Girls bowl-
ing in tournament at H.R Lanes — 12 p.m.;
Boys basketball vs. Jay County — 6 p.m.

TV schedule

Today

4:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — FIFA World Cup 2026:
Group Stage Draw (FOX)

12 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions:
World Champions Cup (ESPN)

6 p.m. — College hockey: Minnesota
at Ohio State (BTN)

7 p.m. — College football: Troy at
James Madison (ESPN)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Gonzaga

at Kentucky (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Cincinnati at Xavier (TNT)

8 p.m. — College football: UNLV at
Boise State (FOX); North Texas at Tulane
(ABC)

8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at
Chicago Bulls (FDSN Indiana)

Saturday

5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

7:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer:
Aston Villa at Arsenal FC (USA)

9 a.m. — Formula 1: Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer:
AFC Bournemouth at Chelsea (NBC); Tot-

tenham Hotspur at Brentford (USA)

11 a.m. — Horse racing: America’s
Day at the Races (FS1)

12 p.m. — College football confer-
ence championships: Miami (OH) vs.
Western Michigan (ESPN); BYU vs. Texas
Tech (ABC)

12 p.m. — College basketball: lowa
State at Purdue (CBS); Duke at Michigan
State (FOX); Dayton at Virginia (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Indiana at lllinois (BTN)

12 p.m. — PGA Tour: Hero World Chal-
lenge (NBC)

12:30 p.m. — College basketball: Old
Dominion at Richmond (USA)

12:30 Pm. — Premier League soccer:
Leeds United at Liverpool FC (NBC)

2 p.m. — College football: Prairie View
A&M at Jackson State (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Ohio
State at Northwestern (BTN); Marquette at
Wisconsin (FS1); Boise State at Butler
(TNT); Louisville at Indiana (CBS)

2:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Princeton at Loyola Chicago (USA)

2:30 p.m. — MLS: Inter Miami at Van-
couver Whitecaps (FOX)

4 p.m. — College basketball: Rutgers
at Michigan (BTN); Maryland at lowa (FS1)

4:30 p.m. — College basketball: Bay-
lor at Memphis (CBS)

6 p.m. — College football conference
championships: Georgia vs. Alabama
(ABC)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Wash-

ington at USC (BTN); Wake Forest at West
Virginia (ESPN2); lllinois at Tennessee
(ESPN)

6 p.m. — Women'’s college basketball:
lowa at Rutgers (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at
Ottawa Senators (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — College football conference
championships: Indiana vs. Ohio State
(FOX); Duke vs. Virginia (ABC)

8 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — College football: Rhode
Island at UC Davis (ESPN)

10 p.m. — College basketball: Auburn
at Arizona (ESPN)

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap”, email details to sports@thecr.com
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190 FARMERS
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR COLUMN 200 FOR RENT
PUBLIC AUCTION tools; fishing poles; oil AG RENTAL Spreaders: LEASE SPACE avail-

Located: 8341 N 400 E
Bryant, Indiana
(Bearcreek Farms)
Saturday Morning
DECEMBER 6, 2025
9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS
Metal African Tribal Stat-
ue, approximately 4’ tall,
VERY UNUSUAL,; Oak
curved glass secretary
with leaded glass; Oak
curved glass secretary
bookcase; Oak large
size roll top desk; wing
back chair recliner; Mes-
sages and Papers of the
Presidents book set;
political buttons; glass
elephants; Fenton tall
candlesticks; Coke ther-
mometer; cuckoo clock;
scales; Thomas Kinkade
pictures;LARGE SET
OF PFALTZGRAFF
DISHES WITH MANY
EXTRA PIECES; jewel-
ry; Shriner’s hat; Lefton;
cast iron chicken fryer;
assortment of vintage
glassware; Indian
Princess dolls; large
assortment of dolls;
clown figurines; and
other items not listed.
TOOLS
Bolens front tine tiller;
Skil 107 miter saw; Stihl
BG72 gas blower; B & D
18V Sawzall; palm
sander; post driver; fog-
gers; screwdrivers; air

cans; metal index cabi-
net; step stools; wire
racks; balls; hitch pins;
nails; screws; ladder
jacks; roll of wire; axes;
levels; cythe; and many
other items not listed.
HOLTEN FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE \Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.

v Out The CR
Classifieds
www.thecr.com

BBI, Artsway Vertical. able, Coldwater, OH.
New Holland 228 skid Manufacturing, ware-
loaders  w/full  cab, housing, assembly, distri-
heat/ac. Fort Recovery bution, offices, inside and
419-852-0309 outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-

SUBSCRIBE ways and railroad access
with loading docks and

TO THE overhead cranes avail-
COMMERCIAL | aple. Contact Sycamore
REVIEW Group, 419-678-5318,

up to www.sycamorespace.co

49%

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

off | =

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

PUBIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the City of Portland,
Jay County, Indiana that the Common Council of the City of Port-
land, appearing in the City of Portland Council Chambers, 1616
Franklin Street, Portland, Indiana 47371, on December 15, 2025
at 5:30 p.m. will consider the following additional appropriation
in excess of budget for the current year.

1101-003-116
1101-003-326
1101-005-326

2204-001-322.001
2204-001-325.001
2206-001-111
2520-001-325
7704-001-116

Council- Insurance $107,301
Council - Other Contractual $55,600
Plan Commission - Other

Contractual $5,302
Park Pool - Utilities $10,800

Park Pool - Repairs & Maintenance $17,000

Aviation - Regular Salary $5,000
Sidewalk Repair & Maintenance $71,350
Insurance Surplus $100,000

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard. The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government and Finance.
The DLGF will make a written determination as to the suffi-
ciency of funds to support the appropriations made within fif-
teen (15) days of receipt of a certified copy of action taken.

Lori Phillips, Clerk Treasurer

City of Portland

CR 12-5-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE
NAME CHANGE OF:
BRYSON J. GAHRET,
A Minor Child
KELLY J. CASSEL,
Petitioner
and
BRANDON J. GAHRET,
Respondent
CAUSE NO.
38C01-2511-MI-000031
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
NOTICE is hereby given that
Kelly J. Cassel, the next friend of
the minor child, Bryson J.
Gahret, filed a VERIFIED PETI-
TION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
OF MINOR CHILD on November
5, 2025 to change the name of
BrysonJ. Gahret to BrysonJ. Cas-
sel.
The VERIFIED PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME OF MINOR
CHILD is scheduled for hearing
in the Jay Circuit Court, Court-
house - Third Floor, 120 North
Court Street, Portland, IN 47371,
on January 26, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.,
which is scheduled to be more
than thirty days after the third no-
tice of publication. Any person
hasthe rightto appear at the hear-
ing and to file a written objection
on or before the hearing date.
Dated this: 11-17-2025.
Missy Elliott
Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court
Courthouse - Second Floor
120 North Court Street
Portland, IN 47371
Telephone: (260) 726-4951
CR 11-21,28,12-5-2025- HSPAXLP
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Public Notice

NOTICE OF RIGHT
OF REDEMPTION

Notice is given (pursuant to IC
6-1.1-25-4.5) to Sharon L. Craw-
ford, Helen L. Bailey, any un-
known heirs and any person
who has a substantial interest
in the following described real
property located in Jay County,
Indiana that it was sold at the
Jay County Tax Sale on Septem-
ber 12,2025 pursuant to judicial
order for non-payment of prop-
erty taxes and assessments:

"U"PTE 1/2 SE 1/4 109' S20

T23R14 .30 A

Address: 328 Jaqua Ave.,

Portland, IN 47371

Parcel No.:

38-07-20-401-098.000-034

Tax ID Number: 382500091
The name of the purchaser is
Brayden Collins. A petition for
tax deed will be filed on or after
September 14, 2026. The pur-
chaser is entitled to receive a
tax deed for the real property if
it is not redeemed before
September 14, 2026. The owner
or person with a substantial in-
terest of public record or any
person is entitled to redeem the
real property. The real property
has not been redeemed. The
amount required to redeem the
real property includes delin-
quent taxes, title search costs,
attorney fees and interest and
the total shall be determined by
the Jay County Auditor. The
purchaser is entitled to reim-
bursement for additional taxes
or special assessments on the
real property paid subsequent
to the tax sale and before re-
demption and any additional
costs incurred.
The date of expiration of the pe-
riod of redemption is Septem-
ber 14,2026 and if the real prop-
erty is not redeemed by that
date then the owner of record at
the time of the tax deed is is-
sued may have a right to any tax
sale surplus. The attorney rep-
resenting the purchaser is
Joshua A. Atkinson, 940 N.
Meridian Street, Portland, IN
47371.
CR 11-28,12-5,12-2025- HSPAXLP



Patriot girls basketball fell
to Northeastern Wednesday,

see roundup below

Page 8

Freshmen fitting in

Sports
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Jay boys basketball hosts
ACAC opener vs. Woodlan,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Byrum, Laux and Warvel lead Patriots against Blujfton

By ANDREW BALKO

The Commercial Review

During the 2024-25 campaign,
a trio of freshmen led the
Patriot tankers.

History repeated itself as a
new trio of freshmen put
together a strong day in the
first dual meet of the season.

Freshmen were responsible
for six of the 10 individual vic-
tories for the Jay County High
School swim teams on Wednes-
day as the girls beat the
Bluffton Tigers 173-133 while
the boys fell 190-109.

“I'm ecstatic with how the
kids swam tonight,” said JCHS
coach Matt Slavik. “Where
we're at right now with the
start of the season, it’s good to
see some times with the work
that they’re putting in and a lot
of positives through the night.
So it’s a good feeling kicking
off the season like this.”

Grady Warvel led the Patriot
boys (0-1, 0-1 Allen County Ath-
letic Conference) with two of
the four first-place finishes.
(The others came from Bryden
Carter in the 1-meter diving
with a score of 174.3 points and
Carson Westgerdes in the 100-
yard breaststroke with a time
of 1 minute, 7.63 seconds.)

The JCHS freshman domi-
nated the 200 individual med-
ley. He hit the wall after 2:10.24,
while Bluffton’s Braden Lem-
ler took just under 10 seconds
longer to claim second place
with a 2:20.19.

Warvel’s second individual
event ended up a little bit
tighter, but he still beat Lem-
ler’s 59.53 with a time of 57.39.

“TI’'ve been working hard in
practice,” Warvel said. “Defi-
nitely my 200 IM (stood out), I
dropped two seconds. My 1 fly
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Jay County High School freshman Grant Glentzer swims the 500-yard freestyle during the boys swim team’s 190-
109 loss to Bluffton on Wednesday. Glentzer placed third in both the 500 freestyle and 200 individual medley to help support
the efforts of fellow freshman Grady Warvel, who earned victories in the 200 IM and 100 butterfly.

wasn’t my best, but I still felt
pretty strong on it.”

Fellow freshman Elly Byrum
claimed the same races on the
girls side.

She beat out teammate Kait-

lyn Fisher (2:44.10) in the 200
IM by swimming a 2:36.27.

To win the 100 butterfly, she
had to beat her older sister,
Brooklynn Byrum, who didn’t
go down easily. Elly Byrum

edged Brooklynn Byrum by
1.09 seconds with a final time
of 1:10.68.

“I just swam a strong first
50,” Elly Byrum said. “The
third 50, I just tried to stay

with her because we stayed
with each other the whole 100.
Then the last 25 I just used the
rest of my energy and just
barely pulled through.”

See Freshmen page 7
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