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A Cookies and Cocoa with
Santa event is scheduled for 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 6, at
The Life Center of  Jay County,
1209 S. Shank St., Portland. The
event will include a cookie walk
fundraiser.

In review

The Santa House in the
east 100 block of  Main Street
in Portland will be open from
5 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.
It will be available to the
public to visit with Santa,
take pictures and share their
holiday wishes. The house
will also be open from 5 to
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12.

In review Coming up
Friday — Coverage of  this

week’s joint county commis-
sioners and council meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
team’s game against Woodlan.

Tuesday — Details from
Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  29 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 19.

Tonight’s low will dip to 3.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Friday with a high in the
upper 20s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Baseball and softball fields
are set to get upgrades.

The Portland Park Board
approved funding to help pay
for replacing and upgrading
fences at the baseball and soft-
ball fields at Weiler-Wilson
Park.

Board president Brian Ison
explained that fences have been
on the list of  needs for the
parks system but did not fit into
the 2025 budget. Parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds noted bent
and broken poles as well as
other problems that could
cause safety issues for those
using the fields. He said he feels
the work needs to be done.

Matt Ransom, president of
Portland Junior League, agreed
with Reynolds’ assessment, not-
ing holes in some fences and
rusty poles. He told the park

board that the organization
agreed to pay up to half  of  the
about $10,500 in proposed fenc-
ing work.

Noting that junior league has
other field improvements it is
looking to fund and that the
organization brings in tourism
dollars to the community via
its tournaments, Ison proposed
that the park board contribute
$7,500 toward the project.

His fellow park board mem-
bers agreed, with Jennifer

Weitzel, Kyle Carpenter and
Emily Goodrich joining him in
voting in favor of  the funding.
(Board member Michael Brew-
ster was absent from the meet-
ing.)

The board also briefly dis-
cussed projects and needs for
2026. Ison asked parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds to get quotes
for potential purchases, such as
new umbrellas, related to Port-
land Water Park.

See Fence page 2

Fence upgrades OK’d

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Portland Park Board approved $7,500 Tuesday
toward fence replacement and improvements for the baseball
and softball diamonds at Weiler-Wilson Park. Pictured is a
section of fence that is no longer properly connected, one of
several safety issues mentioned during Tuesday’s meeting.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana will begin allowing
some state employees to bring
their infants to work under a
pilot program announced Tues-
day by Gov. Mike Braun and
detailed in a newly issued policy.

The move comes months after
Braun’s administration ended
hybrid schedules for most state
workers and rescinded thou-
sands of  remote-work agree-
ments as part of  a broader
return-to-office directive that
requires employees to report in-
person unless granted narrow
exceptions.

The “Family First Workplace”
initiative has already launched
for staff  in the governor’s office,
the Indiana Department of
Health and the State Personnel

Department, according to
Braun’s announcement. 

The governor said the effort is
part of  Indiana’s commitment
“to strengthening families, sup-
porting parents in the workforce,
and promoting healthy early
childhood development.”

“Indiana is going to lead the
nation in pro-family policy. The
parental bonding that happens in
the first months of  a child’s life
are irreplaceable, and our new

Family First Workplace pilot pro-
gram helps parents stay connect-
ed to their newborns while con-
tinuing their careers,” Braun
said in the news release. “Indiana
is building a culture that puts
families first.” 

The governor’s announcement
followed an executive order
issued earlier this year
that expanded paid childbirth
leave and parental leave, as well
as paid leave for state employees

who experience a stillbirth or
infant loss.

The new, four-page policy offi-
cially took effect Dec. 2 and aims
to “provide a framework for a
pilot program that will allow par-
ents to bring their infants to the
workplace where operational
needs and the environment make
such opportunities feasible, safe,
and effective without impeding
productivity,” according to the
document.

The policy states that time
spent with parents in the first six
months of  a child’s life “is impor-
tant to their health and wellbe-
ing, and that having opportuni-
ties to have their infants nearby
can generate higher morale,
increase job satisfaction, and
motivate higher productivity in
employees who are new parents.”

See Newborn page 2

By DANA KHRAICHE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Lebanon and Israel sent
negotiators to join a rare
summit to address ten-
sions surrounding last
year’s ceasefire with
Hezbollah, following fears
that the militant group is
attempting to rearm.

The Lebanese presiden-
cy named former ambas-
sador to the U.S. Simon
Karam as head of  the
country’s delegation,
while Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office said he instructed a
representative to attend
the talks overseen by
the U.S.-led committee
supervising the truce.

The Wednesday negotia-
tions follow weeks of  esca-
lating Israeli strikes
on Hezbollah targets
in Lebanon, culminating
in last month’s assassina-
tion of  the Iran-backed
militia’s chief  of  staff  in
Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs. That raised fears of
another fully-fledged
Israeli military campaign
after 2024’s fierce conflict,
which officially ended a
year ago with
a U.S. and France-mediat-
ed truce agreement.

While the agenda of  the
meeting hasn’t been made
public, the meeting could
set a precedent for direct
talks
between Lebanon and Isra
el, which are technically
at a state of  war.

The Israel-Hezbollah
truce established a so-
called Cessation of  Hostil-
ities Implementation
Mechanism, which has
met regularly in the south-
ern Lebanese town of
Naqoura to follow up with
both sides on the imple-
mentation of  the deal.

Under the
terms, Lebanon agreed to
prevent attacks on Israel,
dismantle Hezbollah’s
infrastructure and work
toward deploying state
troops in the south of  the
country. 

See Talks page 2

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Hauling off
City of Portland crews work to clear snow Wednesday morning at the intersection of Main and Commerce streets

in Portland. Snow piled up in the downtown area from Monday night’s storm was loaded into trucks and hauled to Weiler-
Wilson Park. There was a chance of snow Wednesday night, with minimal accumulation expected.

Discussions
focus on

tensions about
ceasefire

Israel,
Lebanon
involved
in talks

Newborn pilot program launched

Initiative allows state employees
to bring newborns to the office

Park board will cover $7,500,
with Portland Junior League to
handle remaining project costs

Linda Clevenger, 82,
Dunkirk

Details on page 2.

In review
Jay County Civic Theatre

has added a show to its produc-
tion of  the musical “Annie.”
There will now be a perform-
ance at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
11, in addition to shows at 7
p.m. Dec. 12 and 13, and 2 p.m.
Dec. 14. Tickets are available at
bit.ly/JCCTAnnie, by calling
(260) 726-4809 or at Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

Deaths Coming up
Wednesday — Coverage of

Monday’s Dunkirk City Council
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Jay County High School
wrestling quad.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  38 Sunday. The
low was 24.

Rain is expected tonight with
a low in the lower 30s and winds
gusting to 35 mph. Expect snow
and rain Wednesday with
continued windy conditions
and a high in the upper 30s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

Photo provided

Secret wrapping
Volunteers gathered to wrap gifts Saturday in the Bubp

Building at Jay County Fairgrounds for Secret Families Christmas
Charity of Jay County. The organization held its 10th event, purchasing,
wrapping and delivering gifts to about 150 families.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

State legislation enacted
in July allows public
departments to recoup
training fees from another
public agency if  it hires
an officer before their
commitment is up.

Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office has now baked that
legislation into its reim-
bursement agreement
with officers moving for-
ward.

Jay County Commis-
sioners approved a con-
tract Monday between Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office
and Nicholas Miller.

Since September 2021,
the department has been
entering into reimburse-
ment agreements with
officers attending Indiana
Law Enforcement Acade-
my. Per the contract, the
department agrees to pay
for the employee’s expens-
es — the cost is nearly
$92,000 — to attend the
training. Employees are
required to work for the
department in return to
recoup the cost of  their
time at the academy. The
reimbursement amount
decreases over time and is
eliminated after three
years.

Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office has had issues in
the past with officers leav-
ing to work for other pub-
lic employers before their
three-year commitment is
complete. Senate Enrolled
Act 95, which went into
effect in July, allows pub-
lic agencies including Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office to
seek reimbursement for
employing and training a
law enforcement officer if
the officer voluntarily
leaves and begins working
for another public agency
before their three-year
commitment is up.

See Contract page 2

By DARYNA KRASNOLUTSKA
and OLESIA SAFRONOVA
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said negotiators discussing a U.S.-
brokered peace initiative remain divided
over territory as President Donald Trump
expressed disappointment in Kyiv’s han-
dling of  the deal.

Elements of  the U.S. plan require fur-
ther discussion on a number of  “sensitive
issues,” including security guarantees for
the war-battered nation and control over
eastern regions, Zelenskyy said in a phone
interview. The Ukrainian leader said talks
have yet to yield agreement on Ukraine’s
Donbas, including the provinces of  Donet-
sk and Luhansk.

“There are visions of  the U.S., Russia
and Ukraine — and we don’t have a unified
view on Donbas,” Zelenskyy told
Bloomberg News early Monday before his

departure to London to meet leaders of  the
U.K., Germany and France. He said Kyiv is
pushing for a separate agreement on secu-
rity guarantees from Western allies, above
all the U.S.

Zelenskyy spoke hours after Trump crit-
icized him — in contrast with comments
in recent days about President Vladimir
Putin’s reaction to the proposal — saying
he was “a little bit disappointed” in the
Ukrainian leader, who he claimed hadn’t
yet read the proposal. Moscow, on the other
hand, was “fine with it,” Trump told
reporters in Washington on Sunday.

Zelenskyy said the talks were “long and
difficult, but they are not confrontational.”
Still, his comments signal that more
ground needed to be covered to reach con-
sensus. The U.S. said on Friday that nego-
tiators had locked in an agreement
with Kyiv on a “framework of  security
arrangements” and discussed what was
needed to prevent another attack, though
there was little indication of  a major
breakthrough.

The Ukrainian president, who said he’s
prepared to fly to Washington for talks
with Trump, reinforced Kyiv’s position
that security guarantees function like
NATO’s mutual-defense mechanism,
known as Article 5. But he wants to know
what Western allies were prepared to offer,
he said, with negotiators working on a sep-
arate accord involving the guarantees.

See Accord page 2

No accord reached
Zelenskyy says
negotiators are

still divided

Language
adds option

for recouping
academy costs

County
approves
training
contract

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Festive
music

It was a busy weekend of
holiday performances with
the Jay County High School
band and choir Christmas
concert on Sunday afternoon
and the Fort Recovery Local
Schools Christmas band
concert in the evening.
Pictured above, members of
the Jay County High School
show choir sing during
Sunday’s concert. At right,
members of the Fort
Recovery High School band’s
saxophone section are
adorned in Christmas attire
during their performance
Sunday evening.
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Linda Clevenger
July 13, 1943-Dec. 5, 2025

Linda K. Clevenger, age 82,
Dunkirk, passed on Friday, Dec.
5, 2025, at IU Health Ball Memo-
rial Hospital. 

Born in Portland on July 13,
1943, she grew up in Dunkirk,
graduated from Dunkirk High
School in 1961 and attended
Ball State University as well as
Earlham College. 

On July 31, 1965, she married

Carroll “Buck” Clevenger at St.
Mary Catholic Church,
Dunkirk. Linda and Carroll
enjoyed 55 years of  marriage as
residents of  Dunkirk.

Linda was a bookkeeper and
tax preparer for many years
and at one time managed the
Dunkirk H&R Block office. She
also retired from Lifetouch in
Muncie after several years of
employment. 

Linda was a member of  St.
Mary Catholic Church in

Dunkirk and in earlier years
was a Girl Scout leader.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters Terri Clevenger and Cyn-
thia Clevenger, both of
Dunkirk; her twin brother
Lynn Duffy, Dunkirk; sister-in-
law Rose Duffy, Ellijay, Georgia;
grandchild Kori Clevenger,
Dunkirk; and her many nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by
her husband of  55 years, Car-
roll “Buck” Clevenger who died

in 2021; parents James H. and
Rosalie V. (McCombs) Duffy;
brother David Duffy; and sister-
in-law Linda S. Duffy.

Visitation will be Wednesday,
Dec. 10, 2025, from 1 until 3 p.m.
at Meacham Funeral Service.
Graveside services will follow
at Dunkirk I.O.O.F. Cemetery.

Memorials may be sent to
Midwest Pet Refuge in Port-
land.

Condolences and other
expressions of  sympathy may

be expressed at MeachamFu-
neralService.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Wednesday
Clevenger, Linda: 3 p.m.,

Dunkirk I.O.O.F. Cemetery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
That training cost would be left up

to the new employer to pay back to
the sheriff ’s office, explained New-
ton.

SEA 95 also allows public employ-
ers to require individuals to enter
into an agreement to reimburse the
employer for employment and train-
ing costs if  the individual is hired by
a private or governmental employer
not statutorily defined as a public
employer.

The agreements are voided if
respective employees don’t complete
their training or certification at the
academy.

Monday’s reimbursement agree-
ment with Miller includes language
from the new law. Plans are moving
forward to include the stipulations in
future contracts with officers attend-
ing Indiana Law Enforcement Acade-
my.

“We really don’t know how this law
is going to turn out,” Newton said. “If
the departments don’t pay the other
department fees and that, it most like-
ly would probably have to go to
court.”

Commissioner Duane Monroe
asked for clarification on the law.
Newton pulled an example from a for-
mer officer employed at the sheriff ’s

office in 2023, saying the officer had
applied to another department while
in training at Indiana Law Enforce-
ment Academy. He recalled the
employee hadn’t signed a reimburse-
ment agreement — he was hired
under previous administration,
according to Newton. The sheriff ’s
office ultimately terminated the
employee. 

Newton said public agencies have
been seeking officers who are fresh
out of  the academy in order to avoid
paying training fees.

“They’re going to save money,
we’re going to lose money,” he said.
“So the state decided, legislation was
passed through this year saying that,
‘OK, if  the department wants to do
that, that’s fine, but you’re going to
have to reimburse the department
that you’re taking this officer away
from.’”

Commissioners president Chad
Aker asked if  an agreement was nec-
essary now that SEA 95 is enacted,
and Newton confirmed the county
still needs to create a contract with
the individual. County attorney Wes
Schemenaur, who was not present for
the meeting Monday, drafted the
agreement.

Aker expressed some confusion as
to the need for a contract but said he

trusts Schemenaur’s legal judgment.
Commissioners then approved the
contract.

In other related news, commission-
ers Aker, Monroe and Doug Horn:

•OK’d spending $190,000 from the
cumulative capital fund to replace
three vehicles at the sheriff ’s office
next year. Plans are to replace a 2014
Dodge Caravan, 2016 Ford Explorer
and 2019 Dodge Durango with two
Dodge Durangos and a truck.

•Approved a three-year agreement
with Rave Alert at $12,342 annually
for the county’s notification system.

•OK’d extending Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office chief  deputy Ben
Schwartz and Jay County Jail matron
Cindy Newton’s accrued compensa-
tory time through the end of  March.

•Heard from Newton and 911 direc-
tor Bill Baldwin that a 911 alert appli-
cation for local responders has been
down and that they are working to
resolve the issue. The problem does-
n’t impact an individual’s ability to
call 911 for emergencies — the appli-
cation alerts emergency responders
who aren’t available via pager or
radio.

••••••••
For more news from the commission-

ers’ meeting, see Wednesday’s newspa-
per.

Continued from page 1
“There is one question I

— and all Ukrainians —
want to get an answer to:
if  Russia again starts a
war, what will our part-
ners do,” Zelenskyy said.

The Ukrainian leader
arrived in London Monday
to discuss the U.S. propos-
al in a meeting with Prime
Minister Keir Starmer,
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz and

French President
Emmanuel Macron. Zelen-
skyy said his country
needed unity between its
main allies to secure an
agreement.

“There are some things
which we can’t manage
without Americans,” as
well as some “things
which couldn’t manage
without Europe,” Zelen-
skyy said in Downing
Street at the start of  the

four-way meeting. “That’s
why we need to make some
important decisions.”

Ukraine’s European
allies, largely shut out of
the American-led diploma-
cy, have bridled at an ini-
tiative viewed as leaning
toward Moscow. Trump
has dispatched his special
envoy, Steve Witkoff, and
son-in-law Jared Kushn-
er to work over the propos-
al in talks in Moscow.

Accord ...

By CHRISTOPHER
PALMERI
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

The fight over the future
of  Hollywood just got nas-
tier.

Paramount Skydance
Corp. launched a hostile
takeover bid for Warner
Bros. Discovery Inc. at $30
a share in cash on Monday,
just days after the compa-
ny agreed to a deal
with Netflix Inc.

The bid tops Netflix’s
offer of  $27.75 in cash and
stock. Paramount’s offer
is for the entirety of
Warner Bros., while Net-
flix is only interested in
the Hollywood studios and
streaming business.

“WBD shareholders

deserve an opportunity to
consider our superior all-
cash offer for their shares
in the entire company,”
Paramount CEO David
Ellison said in a statement
on Monday. “Our public
offer, which is on the same
terms we provided to the
Warner Bros. Discovery
Board of  Directors in pri-
vate, provides superior
value, and a more certain
and quicker path to com-
pletion.”

Paramount, the parent
of  CBS, MTV and other
media businesses, instigat-
ed the battle several
months ago when it made
multiple offers for Warner
Bros. The company decided
to put itself  up for sale in
October and received sever-

al rounds of  bids from Net-
flix and Comcast Corp.

Under terms of  the Dec.
5 deal announced with
Netflix, Warner Bros. will
continue with plans to
spin off  its cable TV net-
works, including CNN,
TNT and Discovery Chan-
nels, before the planned
merger closes.

Paramount had private-
ly argued that its $30 a
share offer was greater
than Netflix’s, although
that depends on the value
investors place on the
shares they receive in the
spin off. The company said
Monday its offer for the
entirety of  Warner Bros.
gives shareholders $18 bil-
lion more in cash than the
Netflix bid. Paramount

has also argued that its
transaction is more likely
to be approved by regula-
tors because Netflix has a
much larger share of  the
streaming TV market than
Paramount+.

“We’re really here to fin-
ish what we started,” Elli-
son said, speaking on
CNBC.

When asked about the
deal on Sunday, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
the Netflix transaction
will “go through a
process” and that “it is a
big market share. It could
be a problem.”

If  Warner Bros. does
break its current agree-
ment it will be required to
pay Netflix a $2.8 billion
fee.

Contract ...

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Ridgeville
Town Council, fire
department, 302 N. Wal-
nut St.

Wednesday
8 a.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, first floor

small conference room,
Wells County Public
Library, 200 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.65
Jan. corn .................4.58
Feb. corn .................4.60

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.60
Jan. corn ..................4.52
Feb. corn ..................4.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.48
Jan. corn ..................4.48
Beans ......................11.83

Jan. beans ..............11.86
Wheat ......................4.90

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.38
Jan. corn ..................4.39
Beans ......................10.83
Jan. beans ..............10.86
Wheat .......................5.05

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.48
Jan. corn ..................4.48
Beans ......................10.53
Jan. beans ..............10.58
Wheat ......................4.80

In 1768, the first edi-
tion of  the Encyclopae-
dia Britannica was pub-
lished in Edinburgh,
Scotland.

In 1824, Antonio Jose
de Sucre of  Venezuela
led a revolutionary force
to victory over Spain in
the Battle of  Ayacucho.
It led to Peru being freed
during the Latin-Ameri-
can wars of  independ-
ence. 

In 1851, the first
YMCA in North America
opened in Montreal after
being founded earlier
that year in London.

In 1868, the world’s
first traffic light was
installed near Westmin-
ster Bridge in London.
(It was removed a month
later after one of  its
lights exploded because
of  a gas leak.)

In 1906, U.S. President
Theodore Roosevelt
became the first Ameri-

can to win a Nobel Prize,
earning the Peace Prize
for negotiating the end
of  the Russo-Japanese
War.

In 1965, “A Charlie
Brown Christmas” pre-
miered on CBS, intro-
ducing the now-iconic
Peanuts holiday special.

In 1990, labor leader
Lech Walesa won
Poland’s first direct pres-
idential election. He
earned 10.6 million votes
compared to the 3,680,000
for Stanislaw Tyminski.
Walesa had led the coun-
try’s first independent
labor union. 

In 2010, Jay County
Democrats selected Deb-
bie James to take over as
Redkey clerk-treasurer
following the retirement
of  Sandy Kirby, who had
announced her plans to
step aside the previous
month. 

—The CR

CR almanac

41/24 29/20 28/13 18/8 15/8
There’s a

50% chance
of rain and
snow on
Wednesday.

Another
day of cold
weather on
Sunday when
the low may
reach 8
degrees.

Chilly tem-
peratures and
cloudy skies
on Saturday.
The low may
dip to single
digits.

Thursday’s
forecast
shows cloudy
skies with a
high around
29 degrees.

Friday looks
to be snowy
with a 40%
chance of pre-
cipitation.

Wednesday
12/10

Thursday
12/11

Friday
12/12

Saturday
12/13

Sunday
12/14

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$875 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $60

million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-5-3
Daily Four: 8-3-1-0
Quick Draw: 6-8-9-13-

19-21-22-26-27-32-36-37-43-
49-51-53-68-70-74-76

Evening
Daily Three: 7-3-7
Daily Four: 8-7-6-0
Quick Draw: 1-3-11-14-

28-29-30-37-38-41-42-45-46-
47-57-61-65-72-74-76 

Cash 5: 10-13-17-22-33
Estimated jackpot:

$105,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 1-5-6
Pick 4: 7-3-7-3
Pick 5: 7-7-8-6-4
Evening
Pick 3: 9-3-6
Pick 4: 2-7-8-8
Pick 5: 1-8-4-1-0
Rolling Cash 5: 5-6-25-

26-32
Estimated jackpot:

$340,000

Paramount makes hostile bid



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.

High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES

— Will meet at 6 p.m., on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320
N. Meridian St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 6:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of  each
month in the boardroom
at Arts Place, 131 E. Wal-
nut St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

DEAR ABBY: I’m a
twice-divorced woman
who has no children. I
was raised by two deeply
religious parents (now
deceased) who attended
church every Sunday and
took me along. I regularly
attended church until 15
years ago. At that time,
my dad was dying, and I
was dating a man I often
had brunch and spent
time with on Sundays.
That man and I broke up 2
1/2 years ago. 

I’ve recently started
thinking I should start
back to church. I went
once about six weeks ago
but haven’t returned. I
keep finding excuses not
to go, such as I can’t get
up early enough on Sun-
day morning, or I like
spending time at home
with my cats, or I’m too
tired after working all
week, etc. I keep wonder-
ing how much of  my guilt
over not going is because
of  how I was raised, or if
it’s just that I think I
should go. 

Is it a sin not to go to
church? I’ve never
stopped believing in God,
I pray and read the Bible

occasionally, and I read a
daily devotion every
morning. This has me so
confused. Please advise.
— OUT OF CHURCH IN
TENNESSEE

DEAR OUT: People
attend religious servic-
es for various reasons.
Some do it because it’s
how they were brought
up or because they
enjoy the sense of  com-
munity and the sermon.
Others do it because
they want to be seen. 

Some churches have
strict doctrine, while
others are not bound to
rigid dogma. In some
denominations it may
be considered a sin not
to go. However, I don’t
think you should force
yourself  to attend a
religious service for
any reason other than
you think you need it.

If  you believe in God
and read a daily devo-
tion every morning, it
may be enough for you.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have

been divorced from “Joan-
na” for 30 years, but we
remained friends and
have two children. I met
my girlfriend, “Debbie,”
20 years ago, but seven
years went by before we
dated. Debbie is 20 years
younger than I. She want-
ed kids and I did not, so
she moved on with anoth-
er man. 

After a couple years of
living alone, and after the
death of  Joanna’s
boyfriend, I allowed Joan-
na to rent a bedroom in
my house. (I needed the
money.) A few years later,
Debbie and I ended up
back together. Debbie
wanted to move in, so she
did. 

Now that we have all
lived together for a couple
years, the only problem
we have is Debbie’s atti-
tude about Joanna, who
happens to be very pleas-
ant. (Joanna keeps to her-
self, in her room.) Debbie
also has a bad attitude

when my kids visit. She
makes them feel uncom-
fortable. I love Debbie, but
she is making a simple
life difficult for no good
reason. What do you
advise? — ONE OF
THREE IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR ONE: Tell Deb-
bie that Joanna is rent-
ing a room in your
house because you
NEED THE MONEY.
Tell her that you don’t
like the fact that she
makes your kids feel
uncomfortable when
they visit. Unless she
can manage an immedi-
ate 180-degree attitude
adjustment, she has to
leave. Set a date and
then stick to it.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My

daughter won’t allow me
to have a relationship
with my toddler grandson
without constantly inter-
fering. Everything is
“no.” She says things like:
“Don’t bring him a toy
every time you come over
— no more toys. No TV.
Don’t play the (kids)
music too loud. No, he
cannot go outside; there
are bugs or it’s too hot.

Don’t give him milk now.
Don’t give him a snack.” 

I have to ask her per-
mission for everything,
and it is so stressful.
When I tell her, “But you
buy him toys,” she
responds, “Well, I’m the
mother.” It seems almost
bizarrely competitive.
She’s exhausting. Does
she have the right to dis-
rupt my relationship with
my only grandchild in
this way? — CON-
TROLLED GRANDMA IN
FLORIDA

DEAR GRANDMA:
I’m afraid she does. Not
knowing your daughter,
I can’t explain why she
is determined to pre-
vent you from spoiling
your grandson. Perhaps
she fears that he will
love you more than he
loves her. Whatever her
reason, if  you want to
have a relationship
with that child, you are
going to have to accept
her “house rules.”

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My son is

hosting a reception for 30
guests at his home for his
daughter’s (my grand-
daughter’s) wedding. It

will be a professionally
catered sit-down dinner
complete with a profes-
sional bartender. In your
opinion, what is the proto-
col for tipping a bartender
who will be paid hand-
somely by the company
who employs him? The
company is charging my
son a steep hourly rate. 

Some think it is fine for
this employee to have a tip
jar at the bar. Others say it
would be “tacky” to
expect family and friends
to tip above and beyond
what my son is already
paying, plus tipping him
privately. Please share
your wisdom so we can
put this unpleasant sub-
ject to rest. — ALREADY
PAYING ENOUGH IN
NEVADA

DEAR ALREADY PAY-
ING: The reception is a
PRIVATE event. The
bartender is being com-
pensated (“handsome-
ly” or not) by the com-
pany that employs him.
Your son will also be
tipping him. I whole-
heartedly agree with
the others who have
told you a tip jar would
be “tacky.” 

Bonnie K. Garbacz, 55, Red-
key, and Richard D. Minch, 61,
Portland

Laura L. Fortkamp, 33, Port-
land, and Ryan E. Jarvis, 45,
Portland 

Joshua A. Darling, 44, Pen-

nville, and Amanda M. Wolf, 40,
Leslie, Michigan

Tiffany N. Futrell, 32, Redkey,
and David L. May, 45, Redkey

Amanda C. Blair, 45, Portland,
and Joseph L. Randall, 42, Port-
land

Rosa E.S. Eicher, 24, Portland,
and Jonathan L. Wickey, 22,
Bryant

Keninton O. Carcache, 25,
Portland, and Rose A. Vicente
Morales, 20, Portland

Stephanie K. Crouch, 55,

Dunkirk, and James D. Piper, 54,
Dunkirk

Monroe A. Girod, 20, Bryant,
and Miriam N. Schwartz, 19,
Pennville

Laura A. Eicher, 20, Bryant,
and Marvin S.W. Wickey, 21,

Berne
Evan J. Huffman, 27, Warren,

and Kendra L. Muhlenkamp, 24,
Portland

Sergio V. Ortiz Olivar, 30, Port-
land, and Seyli N. Vasquez San-
tos, 19, Portland

Marriage licenses

Woman resists attempts to attend church
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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The six Democratic members
of  Congress, all former military
or intelligence officers, were
exactly right in their video say-
ing that U.S. troops should not
act dishonorably or unlawful-
ly and the questions about a sec-
ond strike on a supposed drug
boat in the Caribbean which
killed two survivors floating in
the water clinging to the ves-
sel’s wreckage makes their
point vividly real.

President Donald Trump and
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
threw a fit over the Nov. 18 mes-
sage from Sens. Mark Kelly and
Elissa Slotkin and Reps. Jason
Crow, Chris Deluzio, Maggie
Goodlander and Chrissy Houla-
han.

Trump spoke of  “sedition”
and that they should hang.

The FBI is investigating and
Hegseth said that the Pentagon
is considering recalling Kelly, a
retired Navy captain and com-
bat aviator and astronaut, back
into full-time naval service to
court-martial him.

It’s all hooey; while lawful
orders must always be obeyed,
illegal orders, like killing ship-
wrecked survivors, must not be
obeyed. It is a crime to follow an
illegal order, just as it is a crime
to issue one.

Which brings into even
sharper focus what happened

with the Sept. 2 attack at sea.
The Washington Post reported
that Hegseth issued the com-
mand to “kill them all” and that
Adm. Mitch Bradley ordered a
second strike that killed the two
remaining survivors.

Bradley will be meeting with
the leaders of  the House and
Senate Armed Services Com-
mittees and House and Senate
Intelligence Committees today
as Congress pursues a biparti-
san effort to learn the truth
about what happened and if
this was murder and even
arguably a war crime.

When Trump and Hegseth
went nuts over the Democrats’
video they were demanding that
the “Seditious Six” say what
illegal orders have been issued.
Well, maybe there was one on
Sept. 2 and maybe it should not
have been obeyed.

Given how obvious it is that
the two men floundering in the
water who were targeted posed
no threat to the service mem-
bers attacking them, the White
House has pivoted to the absurd
contention that the drugs on the
sinking boat — which it has yet
to present any concrete evi-
dence for — was a clear and
present threat to the safety of
the American public and need-
ed to be sent to Davy Jones’
locker.

And there’s also the larger
issue of  the U.S. blasting of  the
supposed drug boats, of  which
the Sept. 2 strike was the first.
There have been more than 20
vessels sunk, with dozens of
people aboard them killed.
When did possession and trans-
portation of  illicit drugs now
turn drug runners into enemy
combatants subject to death?

Lawmakers imploring troops
to remember their duty to the
rules and laws of  war is not and
will never be inappropriate.
The administration’s extreme
and almost certainly unlawful
reaction to this simple
reminder is as clear an indica-
tion that they could have given
that this reminder is necessary
and that they have something to
hide.

Lawmakers of  both parties
should keep up the pressure
and use their authority to bring
these orders to light, and deal
with the potential perpetrators
accordingly, no matter how high
up the chain of  command it
goes, including to Hegseth and
Trump.

Lawful orders from superiors
have to be obeyed. Illegal orders
from superiors should never be
obeyed.

Congress right to question orders
Letters to
the Editor

By YELISA AMBRIZ
The Fresno Bee
Tribune News Service

When I was 3 years old,
my parents were picking
Thompson grapes in the
long rows of  the Central
Valley while I lay asleep
on top of  a brown raisin
tray. 

Back then, my parents
couldn’t afford daycare,
so we joined them in the
fields. But children
weren’t allowed to be
present while crews
worked, and growers
could be fined for having
minors in the fields.
Often, we hid under the
vineyards to avoid being
spotted by supervisors,
farm labor contractors or
safety inspectors — any-
one who could have put
my parents’ job at risk.

The end of  the day did-
n’t mean rest: We
returned to a crowded,
two-bedroom mobile
home with mold seeping
through the ceilings,
with no heating or cool-
ing.

Harvesting crops with
my parents has been an
essential part of  my life. I
spent years pruning and
picking grapes across the
Valley, yet my parents
always encouraged me to
attend college to pursue
better opportunities.

My story isn’t unusual
— it’s common among
farmworker families who
migrate with the crops
each season.

Poverty wages force
farmworkers into unsafe,
overcrowded housing,
often sharing small,
dilapidated mobile
homes with multiple fam-
ilies. Many homes lack
ventilation, proper heat-
ing or even basic sanita-
tion. Farmworkers,
among the lowest paid
laborers in the agricul-
tural industry, remain
vulnerable to exploita-
tion and poor living con-
ditions. During the
COVID pandemic, over-
crowded housing and
poor ventilation con-
tributed to high infection
rates
among California farm-
workers and their fami-
lies.

Despite being the back-
bone of  our food system,
farmworkers continue to
face immense challenges,
including lack of  health
care, food insecurity and
poor housing. According
to the USC Center for
Health Journalism,
many farmworker fami-
lies rely on food banks to
feed their families. The
average California farm-

worker earns an average
salary of  under $20,000 a
year, yet even a modestly-
sized family in Califor-
nia requires more than
that amount to cover
basic living costs.

In recent years, the
Central Coast Alliance
United for a Sustainable
Economy and the Mixte-
co/Indigena Community
Organizing
Project formed Alianza
Campesina de la Costa
Central, which is cam-
paigning for a fair and
living wage for farm-
workers, urging Santa
Barbara County to raise
the agricultural mini-
mum wage to $26 per
hour to ensure farm-
workers can support
their families with digni-
ty.

Providing a statewide
living wage for farm-
workers would change
lives. It would give fami-
lies financial stability,
enabling them to afford
safe housing, nutritious
food and health care. It
would recognize the
essential work that farm-
workers do within the
agricultural industry
and ensure their labor is
valued fairly. And it
would strengthen local
economies, reducing
reliance on emergency
aid programs like Special
Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women,
Infants and
Children and Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance
Program benefits.

California has long led
the nation on progressive
policies, but it cannot
claim to be a leader while
those who harvest our
food remain among the
lowest paid workers in
the state. 

It is time to raise farm-
worker wages to a true
living standard, honor-
ing both their labor and
their humanity.

••••••••••
Ambriz, a resident of

Fresno, California, is the
daughter of  immigrant
farmworkers and a mas-
ters of  public health stu-
dent at UC Berkeley. She
advocates for farmworker
rights with the Central
California Environmen-
tal Justice Network and at
the California Farmwork-
er Coalition.

Workers deserve
to make living wage

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

In recent years, the Indiana Com-
mission for Women has thrown a
lovely event to honor Indiana
women with Torchbearer Awards.

A plated meal in a well-appointed
banquet room or historical setting;
women coming up on stage to be rec-
ognized for their accomplishments
and efforts. It was the highlight of
the commission’s year.

But this year, there was no public
event. No cheesecake dessert or
stage or round of  applause from
hundreds of  attendees. Instead, the
five Torchbearer honorees received
their awards in a private meeting in
the governor’s office. Reporters
weren’t even invited.

“We believe this format was best
suited to give these exceptional
women a personal audience with
the governor and allow time for con-
versations about the important
work they do,” said Griffin Reid,
press secretary for Gov. Mike
Braun.

But it’s really a part of  a larger
move away from highlighting
women and minorities, including
state contracting programs.

The commission has been around
since 1992 by executive order and
since 1996 by statute. Its mission is
to “elevate the well-being of  women
in Indiana by understanding their
needs and supporting their active
involvement in all areas of  society.”

Similarly, the Torchbearer
Awards were created in 2004 to cele-
brate the achievements of  talented
women across diverse industries
and roles with Indiana.

“A Torchbearer epitomizes a
trailblazer who, through her
courage, resilience, and compas-
sion, emerges as a guiding light.
Leading by example, she sparks
inspiration, igniting a flame that
illuminates pathways for others to
follow,” the website says.

“Titled ‘Torchbearers,’ these
remarkable women carry forth the
torch for Indiana’s women to follow.
The statue of  Victory atop the Sol-
diers and Sailors Monument at
Monument Circle was chosen to
symbolize these awards. Victory
embodies the character and
achievements of  our esteemed
recipients, while the flame she holds
aloft not only beckons other women
to follow but signifies the brilliance
Hoosier women have brought to our
state and communities.”

Before Braun took office in Janu-
ary, the Indiana Commission for
Women had its own line item in the
state budget of  $113,601 annually.
That’s now gone.

The women’s commission is
ostensibly part of  the Civil Rights
Commission now, which provides
administrative support for the
group and four other cultural com-
missions.

The other four, though, kept their
funding line items — albeit slightly

reduced. The Civil Rights Commis-
sion also had its budget cut by law-
makers and the governor.

In addition, the Indiana Commis-
sion for Women hasn’t met all year
— aside from a January meeting
that was scheduled before Braun
took over.

Brooklyn Marrs, from the civil
rights commission, said a May
meeting didn’t have a quorum but
the executive committee met in
July.

“The Indiana General Assembly
did not approve an allocation for the
Indiana Commission for Women for
this budget biennium. There are no
specific staff  members assigned to
the ICW, but the Indiana Civil
Rights Commission team is provid-
ing administrative support.

It’s a shame that we have reached
a point that programs to honor or
recognize women have been scut-
tled.

It was only 100 years ago that
women were able to vote. Heck, it
was 1988 when Congress eliminated
the requirement that women have
their husband or another man co-
sign for business loans. 1988!

It seems obvious to me that
women have some more progress to
make before we can reach true
equality, and if  that means an annu-
al public event to tout successes I’m
all for it.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indiana

Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Commission, awards downgraded

Niki
Kelly

Guest
Opinion
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:00 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Purdue University has signed
an agreement with Oak Ridge
National Laboratory for
research collaboration regard-
ing national security.

Purdue will be part of  new
research opportunities to
enhance national defense. Areas
of  focus include artificial intelli-
gence and quantum computing.

“By combining research
efforts of  Purdue and Oak Ridge
National Lab under this MOU,
we are leveraging the strengths
of  two world-class research
institutions for the national
good,” said Purdue executive
vice president for research Dan
DeLaurentis in a news release.
“This also further positions
Indiana at the forefront of
national security innovation
while contributing to national
defense workforce development
programming by creating new
opportunities for students and
researchers.”

Expanding access
Eli Lilly and Company and

Indiana University have a new
agreement to expand access to
clinical trials.

Lilly, an Indianapolis-based

pharmaceuticals firm, and the
university are expanding their
partnership for clinical trial
innovation, strengthening
Alzheimer’s disease clinical care
and research and helping devel-
op the future scientific and clini-
cal talent for Indiana’s life sci-
ences sector. The five-year agree-
ment aims to advance treatment
options for Alzheimer’s disease,
diabetes and cancer.

“Indiana has everything it
takes to build a best-in-class sys-
tem for clinical trial innovation:
world-leading science, statewide
health systems that reach
patients where they are and a
community that believes in turn-
ing discovery into better care,”
said David A. Ricks, chair and
CEO of  Lilly, in a news release.
“Our goal is to transform clinical
research, advancing science and
improving care for Hoosiers

while setting a standard that
reaches far beyond our state.”

Adding stores
Dollar General announced

plans Thursday to open about 450
new stores in the U.S. in 2026.

The announcement came dur-
ing the company’s third-quarter
earnings call. In addition to the
new U.S. locations, plans call for
10 new locations in Mexico and
remodeling 4,250 stores.

"Our first priority is investing
in the business, including our
existing store base, as well as
other high-return growth oppor-
tunities such as new store expan-
sion, remodels, and other strate-
gic initiatives," said Donny Lau,
chief  financial officer at Dollar
General.

Collaborating
NextEra Energy and Google

Cloud on Monday announced an
expansion of  their partnership
to develop new gigawatt-scale
data center campuses with ener-
gy generation and capacity.

The companies “will collabo-
rate to enhance these technologi-
cal innovations and AI develop-

ments to accelerate go to mar-
ket.” The partnership will
include AI-enhanced field opera-
tions for NextEra and creating a
more reliable and resilient power
grid.

"Our partnership with Google
exemplifies this very singular
moment when energy and tech-
nology are becoming inextrica-
bly intertwined," said NextEra
Energy chairman and CEO John
Ketchum in a news release.
"Together, we intend to build data
center capacity and energy infra-
structure at scale, advance cut-
ting-edge technology and reimag-
ine how energy companies oper-
ate. By combining NextEra Ener-
gy's unmatched skills as Ameri-
ca's leading energy infrastruc-
ture builder and operator, with
Google's world-class technology
expertise, we will help transform
the energy sector."

NextEra owns and operates
Bluff  Point Wind Energy Center
in southern Jay County and
northern Randolph County.

Hosting drive
Menards is hosting a toy drive

through Dec. 15.
Toys collected will be donated

to those in need. Menards is
requesting donations of  new,
unwrapped toys.

Menards locations in Muncie,
Anderson, Richmond and Celi-
na, Ohio, will have drop boxes
available for donations.

Courses scheduled
Indiana Chamber of  Com-

merce has several programs
coming up.

General Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
courses will be held beginning
Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Also, the Indiana Safety and
Health Conference & Expo will
be held from Feb. 23 through 25.
It will feature a variety of  speak-
ers as well as more than 60 edu-
cational sessions.

The courses and expo will be
held at the Indiana Chamber of
Commerce Conference Center in
Indianapolis.

For more information, visit
indianachamber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have news

to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Purdue partners on national security
Business
roundup

Continued from page 8
Fourteen of  Schwieter-

man’s game-high 25 points
came in the second half
and she cashed in 11 of  her
14 free-throw attempts.

Both teams dealt with
foul trouble in the first half,
but it was losing point
guard Makenna Huel-
skamp for the bulk of  the
second that really hurt the
Indians. They were up 30-27
in the third quarter when
she picked up her third and
fourth fouls in quick suc-
cession, going to the bench
at the 5:41 mark. She
returned to the court to
start the fourth quarter and
lasted a mere 16 seconds
before fouling out.

The Patriots took full
advantage, forcing 15 sec-
ond-half turnovers.

“I felt like we regrouped
after half  and came out in
the third quarter and then
we just eventually took
over,” said McIntire. “As far
as playing the kind of  game
that we wanted to play —
the way that was going to
get us the win. Our level of
play, whatever five I had in
there, it stayed consistent.
That’s huge.”

With Karsyn Schwieter-
man limited to four points,
Jay County got a boost from
freshman forward Charlee
Peters. She scored on an
assist from Hallie Schwi-
eterman and a put-back in
the first quarter and made
a couple of  post moves in
the second half  to finish
with eight points and nine
rebounds.

“She is a player that can
step up and just do great,”

said Hallie Schwieterman.
“She's been working so
hard in practice … And I
think she contributed a lot
and it helped a lot.”

“I've been working on
these post moves for a few
practices now,” said Peters.
“I had the urge to do them,
and they just went up.”

Elizabeth Brunswick fol-
lowed Peters with seven
points.

While the scoring wasn’t
there, Karsyn Schwieter-
man contributed by pulling
down a team-best 10
rebounds while blocking
three shots.

Hart carried the FRHS
offense in the first half
despite not hitting a field
goal. She was unafraid to
drive to the basket, drawing
contact again and again to
earn trips to the free-throw
line. She hit 10 of  her 12
attempts in the first half
and added a pair of  field
goals in the second half  to
finish with a career-high 15
points.

Her previous high total
was four.

“She's a very aggressive
player,” said Deitsch. “She
puts her head down, not
afraid of  anything. … She
definitely goes full out with
everything she does, does-
n't back down … And it led
to good things for her. …
That's a switch that we
made recently trying to get
her a little bit more
involved. That's some stuff
we'd seen in JV, just her
willingness to put her head
down and be able to get a
shot up … And tonight I
worked for her really well.”

Top ...
Fort Recovery Indians
at Jay County Patriots

Girls varsity summary

Fort Recovery (0-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Muhlenkmp 3-7 0-2 6
Gaerke 1-3 0-0 3
Evers 0-1 0-0 0
Hart 2-6 10-14 15
Schoenlein 2-11 2-2 8
Tobe 1-2 0-0 3
Huelskamp 0-1 0-0 0
Homan 3-5 2-6 8
Schmitz 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 12-37 14-24 43

.324 .583
Def. Rebound percentage: .545

Jay County (2-3)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

KSchwtrmn 1-11 2-4 4
Newton 2-8 0-0 6
HSchwtrmn 6-21 11-14 25
Brunswick 1-1 5-7 7
Dirksen 0-2 0-0 0
Schemenaur 0-0 0-0 0
May 2-4 1-4 5
Peters 4-4 0-2 8
Totals 16-51 19-31 55

.308 .613
Def. Rebound percentage: .629

Score by quarters:
Fort Rec. 10 17 6 10 — 43
Jay Co. 16 7 16 16 — 55

3-point shooting: Fort Recovery
5-15 (Schoenlein 2-7, Tobe 1-1,
Hart 1-2, Gaerke 1-3, Muhlenkamp
0-1, Huelskamp 0-1). Jay County 4-
21 (Newton 2-5, HSchwieterman 2-
11, KSchwieterman 0-3, Dirksen 0-
2).

Rebounds: Fort Recovery 34
(Muhlenkamp 9, Homan 9, Huel-
skamp 5, team 4, Hart 3, Gaerke,
Evers, Schoenlein, Tobe). Jay Coun-
ty 37 (KSchwieterman 10, Peters
9, team 5, HSchwieterman 4, New-
ton 2, Brunswick 2, Schemenaur 2,
May 2, Dirksen).

Assists: Fort Recovery 5 (Muh-
lenkamp 2, Schoenlein 2, Hart). 5
(KSchwieterman 2, Newton,
HSchwieterman, Dirksen).

Blocks: Fort Recovery 2 (Muh-
lenkamp, Homan). Jay County 5
(KSchwieterman 3, Newton).

Personal fouls: Fort Recovery 22
(Huelskamp 5, Muhlenkamp 4,
Schoenlein 3, Homan 3, Evers 2,
Hart 2, Tobe 2, Gaerke). 17 (New-
ton 3, HSchwieterman 3,
Brunswick 3, Peters 3, KSchwieter-
man 2, Dirksen, Schemenaur,
May).

Turnovers: Fort Recovery 25, Jay
County 19.

Box score

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Fort Recovery’s Paisley Hart fights to get up a shot in the lane as
Claudia Dirksen (left) and Charlee Peters of Jay County defend during the
second quarter Saturday. Hart scored a career high 15 points, hitting 10
free throws in the opening half.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

√ Out 
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED 

TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL,  & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services

ANDY KING
765-881-1611



It’s the boys’ time to
shine.

The Jay County High
School boys swim team
topped the field at the Celi-
na Sprints on Saturday
with 113 points while the
Fort Recovery boys tallied
30 points for eighth place.

The Jay County girls
racked up 81 points to fin-
ish third behind Ottawa
Glandorf  (166) and Ver-
sailles (102). The FRHS

girls finished with just
one point for 13th place.

The Jay County boys
just edged out Memorial’s
111.5.

The Patriots were led by
a trio of  boys — Cooper
Glentzer, Grady Warvel
and Carson Westgerdes —
who scored in each event.

The highest finish on
the day belonged to Coop-
er Glentzer in the 50-yard
butterfly. He placed fourth
with a time of  25.30 sec-
onds.

Along with the efforts of
Cooper Glentzer, Warvel
and Westgerdes, Peyton

Yowell placed 15th in the
50 freestyle and Grant
Glentzer claimed 15th in
the 50 backstroke.

The best finish for the
Fort Recovery boys came
from Caleb Smith, who
placed ninth in the 50
breaststroke with a time
of  31.65. He also earned
points in the other four
events with a pair of  13th-
place finishes and one
16th placement. Matt Mar-

chal earned the Tribe
points in two events as
well, while Carson Ful-
lenkamp placed 16th in the
50 butterfly.

Elly Byrum had the
strongest day on the girls’
side. She placed in the top
16 in all four events and
owned the highest finish
of  fourth in the 50 back-
stroke with a time of  30.84
seconds.

Maria Laux also had a

strong day earning sixth
in the 50 freestyle, ninth in
the 50 backstroke and 11th
in the 50 butterfly.

Other Patriot girls to
score were Brooklynn
Byrum (50 butterfly),
Avery Wentz (50 back-
stroke) and Lauren Fisher
(50 breaststroke).

The Tribe girls’ sole
point came from Livy Tim-
merman, who finished
16th in the 50 freestyle.

The Commercial Review
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AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

GET IT IN 

THE CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you

might find in

The Commercial Review

Classifieds.
From a new car to a new

home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 
or call  

260-726-8141

    In order for your

advertisement to

appear in the next

day’s paper, or for

a correction or

stop order to be

made

for an ad already

appearing,

we must receive

the ad, correction

or

cancellation

before

12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for

Tuesday is 

12:00 pm on

Friday.

The

Commercial

Review

309 W. Main

Portland, Indiana

260-726-8141

100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

√ Out
The CR
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www.thecr.com

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

A
D
V
E
R
T
I
S
E
in 
The

Commercial
Review

C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D

  A
D
S

726-8141

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO:

38C01-2510-PL-000010
MICHELLE RAY

Plaintiff
vs.

ALL LIVING HEIRS OF REX
A. EDMUNDSON, SR, and
All Others Who May Claim

Any Lien on or Interest in the
Real Estate

Described Herein,
Defendants

SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

This summons is to the Defen-
dants above named and to any
other persons who may be con-
cerned.
You are notified that you have
been sued in the Jay Circuit
Court, Jay County, Indiana, in
the case set forth in the caption
above, by the person named
above as Plaintiff. This sum-
mons by publication is specifi-
cally directed to the Defendants
named above and all others
who may claim any lien on or in-
terest in the Real Estate de-
scribed below.
The named Plaintiff is repre-
sented by Joshua A. Atkinson,
940 N. Meridian St., Portland,
IN 47371.
The nature of this suit against
you is to quiet title in Plaintiff to
the Real Estate described be-
low against the named Defen-
dants and the world and the
Real Estate is located in Jay
County Indiana:
In-Lot 44 and the West Half of
In-Lot 43 in A. Grissell’s Third
Addition to the Town of Pen-
nville, Indiana.
An answer or other response in
writing to the complaint must
be filed either by you or your at-
torney within thirty (30) days af-
ter the last notice is published
and if you fail to do so, judg-
ment by default may be ren-
dered against you for the relief
demanded by the Plaintiff.
If you have a claim for relief
against the Plaintiff arising
from the same transaction or
occurrence, you must assert it
in your written answer or re-
sponse.

Dated: 10-22,2025
Melissa Elliott

Clerk of the Jay Circuit Court
CR 11-25,12-2,9-2025-HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys wrestling vs. Delta/Win-

chester/Yorktown – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball vs.
Muncie Central – 6 p.m.; Junior high girls basket-
ball at Elwood – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs. Fort
Loramie – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball at Crestview –
6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball at South
Adams – 5 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball
vs. Marion Local – 5 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Swim at Norwell – 6 p.m.; Girls

wrestling at New Haven – 6 p.m.; JV boys
wrestling at New Haven – 6 p.m.; Junior high boys
basketball at Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.; Girls basket-
ball vs. Bluffton – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swim in Wayne Warrior Invite
at Trotwood – 5:30 p.m.; Girls basketball at Mari-
on Local – 6 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball
vs. Mississinawa Valley – 5 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Boys wrestling hosts ACAC

Duals – 9 a.m.; Girls wrestling at Northwestern
Dreamcatcher – 10 a.m.; Boys basketball at New
Castle – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling vs. Minster – 9
a.m.; Wrestling at Versailles – 9:30 a.m.; Boys

bowling vs. Minster – 1 p.m.; Boys basketball vs.
Bradford – 6 p.m.

 TV schedule
Today

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Villanova at
Michigan (FS1); Clemson at BYU (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Women’s College basketball: Ari-
zona State at Penn State (BTN)

7 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at New
York Islanders (TNT)

8 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at St. Louis
Blues (FDSN Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Penn State
at Indiana (FS1)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Florida at
UConn (ESPN); USC at San Diego (ESPN2)

Wednesday
4:30 p.m. — College basketball: Albany at

Yale (ESPNU)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Minnesota at

Purdue (BTN); UMass Amherst at Boston College
(ESPNU)

7 p.m. — Women’s College basketball: Iowa
at Iowa State (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: New York Rangers at
Chicago Blackhawks (TNT)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Wisconsin at
Nebraska (BTN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings at Seattle
Kraken (TNT)

Thursday
1 p.m. — College volleyball: Creighton at Ari-

zona State (ESPN2)
3:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Cal Poly at

Kentucky (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at

Philadelphia Flyers (ESPN)
7 p.m. — College volleyball: Minnesota at

Pittsburgh (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Nashville

Predators (FDSN Indiana); Dallas Stars at Min-
nesota Wild (ABC)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Iowa at Iowa
State (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at Col-
orado Avalanche (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Purdue at
SMU (ESPN2)

Friday
11 a.m. — Euroleague basketballl: FC Bayern

Munchen at Dubai (FDSN Indiana)
12 p.m. — College volleyball: Indiana at Texas

(ESPN)
1:30 p.m. — Euroleague basketballl: Fener-

bahce at Monaco (FDSN Indiana)
2:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Wisconsin at

Stanford (ESPN)
6 p.m. — College soccer: Furman at Wash-

ington (ESPNU)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Missouri State

at Xavier (TRU)
7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Philadelphia

76ers (FDSN Indiana)
7 p.m. — College volleyball: Texas A&M at

Louisville (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — College basketball: Texas at UConn

(FOX)
8:30 p.m. — College soccer: NC State at St.

Louis (ESPNU)
9 p.m. — College football: Stephen F. Austin

at Montana State (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Kansas at

Nebraska (ESPN2)

Saturday
12 p.m. — College football: South Carolina

State at Prarie View A&M (ABC); Villanova at Tar-
leton State (ESPN)

12 p.m. — Serie A soccer: Parma at Lazio
(CBS)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Iona at St.
John’s (TNT); DePaul at Wichita State (ESPNU);
Arkansas at Texas Tech (ESPN2); Michigan State
at Penn State (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Burn-
ley at Fulham (NBC)

12:30 p.m. — College basketball: Old Domin-
ion at George Mason (USA)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Old Dominion at
George Mason (USA)

1 p.m. — Horse racing: America’s Day at the
Races (FS1)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Jackson State
at Northwestern (BTN); Providence at Butler
(TNT); Cincinnati at Georgia (ESPNU)

2:30 p.m. — College basketball: George
Washington at Georgia (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — College football: Army at Navy (CBS)
3 p.m. — College basketball: Kansas State at

Creighton (FOX)
3:30 p.m. — College basketball: Memphis at

Louisville (ESPN)
3:30 p.m. — College football: South Dakota

at Montana (ABC)
4 p.m. — College basketball: UC Davis at Ore-

gon (BTN)
4 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Okla-

homa at Oklahoma State (ESPNU)
4:30 p.m. — College basketball: Pittsburgh at

Villanova (TNT)
5:30 p.m. — College basketball: Kansas at

NC State (ESPN)
5:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Oklahoma at Oklahoma State (ESPNU)

Jay County boys claim Celina Sprints
Local
Roundup

Continued from page 8
Overman and Grant Fortkamp car-

ried a bulk of  the offensive load with 15
and 14 points, respectively.

Fort Recovery (2-0) entered the sec-
ond quarter down 9-8. Overman quick-
ly changed that as he sank a jumper
from the free throw line after the ball
landed in his hands during a scramble.
A minute later he knocked down a 3-
pointer on a dribble hand off  with
Dylan Klenke to go up 13-9.

“We just wanted to come out and it’s
kind of  like a rival team, and our plan
was just to go in there and beat them,”
said Overman after making his second
career start. “Those were big shots to
bring us up and take away, so we could
go and do our thing and play regular
basketball instead of  being rushed.”

Overman scored the next two Tribe
points on a pair of  free throws. Barga
hit two of  his four free throws with
four minutes remaining to regain the
lead before Overman found Fortkamp
with a skip pass for a triple. 

FRHS hit another three as Barga
made a shallow drive before kicking
out to Klenke on the right wing to go up
23-15.

“There was a little bit of, in some
timeouts, where we had to say, ‘OK,
we’re together,’” Leverette said. “‘Let’s

do this together. Let’s finish this
together.’ And they did.

“They know they’ve got to win as a
team. Brody Barga gets six points,
Breaker Jutte gets three, and one is a
dunk at the end of  the game, and we win
by nine. That’s saying something about
their team mentality.”

Klenke added his three points, while
Colson Post and Douglas Bihn both had
four.

The Patriots only had four players
score in the game. Gradin Swoveland led
the way with 16 points, while Gabe Over-
ton had 14 off  the bench. Kade Sommers
added three scores at the rim, while Jay-
den Comer only hit two free throws.

“We didn’t execute the X’s and O’s the
way that we needed to,” Rigby said. “It
kind of  showed in the end result, right?
We missed a lot of  shots but they weren’t
necessarily the easiest shots to make. We
just didn’t execute to get the right
shots.”

While the Indians walked away with
the victory, Leverette had some high
praise for Rigby and the direction Jay
County is heading in.

“What a great rivalry,” Leverette said.
“Stay tuned, because Tyler (Rigby) is
going to get this thing going. It’s going to
be a well-oiled machine. I’m glad we play
them earlier.”

Overcomes ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School’s Gabe Overton heads to the basket in the
Patriots’ 49-40 defeat to the Fort Recovery Indians on Saturday.



By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Both teams hit the floor
Saturday in desperate
need of  a win.

The Patriots were 1-3
and on a three-game skid
since their season open-
er.

The Indians had also
lost three in a row and
were still seeking their
first victory.

It was the Jay County
High School girls basket-
ball team that was able to
break through Saturday,
overcoming a halftime
deficit and pulling away
as junior leader Hallie
Schwieterman dominated
the final four minutes en
route to a 55-43 victory
over Fort Recovery.

“I'm just so proud of
our kids,” said JCHS
coach Sherri McIntire. “I
felt like we just gutted it
out.

“Have you ever seen so
many kids just like going
after loose balls?” she con-
tinued, complimenting jun-
ior guard Hallie Schwieter-
man for her effort. “And
then I just felt like the kids
fed off  of  her energy. She
was all over the floor, even
in the stands once. I just felt
like that got contagious …
That can be our strength —
to get out after it like that
on the defensive end. We
need to do that.”

“It feels good to get a
win,” she added. “We need-
ed it. I'm happy for the
kids.”

Despite the loss, the
game showed progress for
the Indians as they got a
career effort from sopho-
more Paisley Hart and
were up by six at halftime.
It was their closest game of
the season, as their previ-
ous three losses came by an
average of  19.3 points.

“We got out to a better
start than we have our first
couple games of  the sea-
son,” said FRHS coach
Tyler Deitsch. “So, it was
good to see some offense
and not have to dig our-
selves out of  a big hole at
one point of  the game.
Obviously, foul trouble hurt
us.”

Despite foul issues that
sent point guard Makenna
Huelskamp to the bench for
the bulk of  the second half,
Fort Recovery (0-4) was
leading by one midway
through the final period.

Then Hallie Schwieter-
man took over.

She scored eight of  the
Patriots’ next 10 points, hit-
ting a pair of  layups on
drives to the basket and
connecting on four free
throws. The home team
closed with 13 unanswered
points.

See Top page 5

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — In the
opener, Breaker Jutte and Brody
Barga combined for 35 points.

When the Patriots crossed the
border, Aiden Phillips and Gradin
Swoveland locked the Tribe’s top
scorers up.

But where the leading scorers
struggled, the rest of  the Indians
shined.

Hudson Overman stepped up to
lead the Fort Recovery High
School boys basketball team to a
49-40 victory over the Jay County
Patriots on Saturday evening.

“We knew this was going to be a
battle, it is every year,” said FRHS
coach Bob Leverette. “They got us
over there last year and I thought
we played them pretty tough as
young as we were. So we came in
saying, ‘It’s now. It’s not next year,
it’s now with this group and
they’re starting to understand
that.”

While the Patriots (2-2) didn’t
bring a victory back to Indiana,
they did have some positives to
pull from the game, particularly in
the defensive efforts of  Phillips
and Swoveland.

Phillips matched up with Jutte,
who scored 25 points in Fort Recov-
ery’s season opener against Jeffer-
son, while Swoveland checked
Barga. The Patriot defenders did-
n’t give up any easy looks to Jutte
or Barga, resulting in only two
made field goals between the two.
Even then, Barga’s bucket came on
an offensive rebound in transition
before the defense was ever set and
Jutte   scored at the buzzer on a
leak-out dunk after Jay County
missed its final shot.

In total, they combined for just
nine points on 2-of-9 shooting and
five free throws.

“They answered the bell,” said
JCHS coach Tyler Rigby. “I

thought both of  them did extreme-
ly well. Aiden, I mean, you expect
that out of  him. He always plays
that way, he’s always physical,

moves his feet really well for his
size. Then Gradin answered the
bell.”

While Jutte and Barga came up

short on the offensive end of  the
floor, the rest of  the Indians
stepped up.

See Overcomes page 7
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Sports
Tuesday, December 9, 2025

JCHS boys swim takes
first at Celina sprints, 
see roundup page 7

Both FR basketball
teams in action today,

see Sports on tap

Overman overcomes
Forward’s 15 points power FRHS over Jay

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Hudson Overman drives to the basket during the Fort Recovery High School basketball
team’s 49-40 win over the Jay County Patriots on Saturday. Overman’s team-high 15 points helped
make up for a slow night from Breaker Jutte and Brody Barga, who combined for just nine points
after totaling 35 the Indians’ season opener.

Jay County Patriots
at Fort Recovery Indians

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (2-2)
FG-FGA FT-FTA

PTS
Overton 5-13 1-1 14
Comer 0-9 2-2 2
Monroe 0-0 0-0 0
Barnett 0-0 0-0 0
Wasson 0-1 0-0 0
Petro 1-1 0-0 2
Forthofer 0-2 0-0 0
Phillips 0-2 0-0 0
Swoveland 7-11 0-1 16
Sommers 3-9 0-0 6
Totals 16-48 3-4 40

.333 .750
Def. Rebound percentage: .783

Fort Recovery (2-0)
FG-FGA FT-FTA

PTS
Post 1-4 2-5 4
Bihn 2-2 0-0 4
Jutte 1-7 1-4 3
Barga 1-2 4-4 6
Fortkamp 3-7 7-8 14
Dilworth 0-0 0-0 0
Overman 5-8 4-5 15
Klenke 1-2 0-0 3
Totals 14-32 18-26 49

.438 .692
Def. Rebound percentage: .813

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 9 9 9 13 —40
Ft. Rec. 8 15 14 12 —49

3-point shooting: Jay County 5-
17 (Overton 3-6, Swoveland 2-4,
Sommers 0-1, Comer 0-6). Fort
Recovery 3-10 (Klenke 1-1,
Fortkamp 1-2, Overman 1-3, Post
0-2, Jutte 0-2).

Rebounds: Jay County 24
(Comer 5, Sommers 5, Barnett 3,
Forthofer 3, Phillips 3, Swoveland
3). Fort Recovery 31 (Barga 10,
Overman 7, Post 4, Jutte 3, Team
3, Bihn 2, Fortkamp 2).

Assists: Jay County 7 (Comer 5,
Barnett, Swoveland). Fort Recov-
ery 7 (Barga 5, Overman, Klenke).

Blocks: Jay County 3 (Comer,
Phillips, Sommers). Fort Recovery
2 (Barga, Overman).

Personal fouls: Jay County 22
(Sommers 5, Phillips 4, Comer 3,
Forthofer 3, Swoveland 3, Overton
2, Wasson, Team). Fort Recovery
11 (Post 3, Bihn 2, Jutte 2, Barga,
Fortkamp, Overman, Klenke).

Turnovers: Jay County 12. Fort
Recovery 17.

Box score

Jay girls top FR
Patriots snap three-game skid

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School girls basketball’s Kendall Schemenaur
reaches for a loose ball as Fort Recovery’s Emma Schmitz looks on.
Schemenaur’s Patriots trailed at the half but came away with a 55-43 win
on Saturday.


