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A Cookies and Cocoa with
Santa event is scheduled for 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 6, at
The Life Center of  Jay County,
1209 S. Shank St., Portland. The
event will include a cookie walk
fundraiser.

In review

The Santa House in the
east 100 block of  Main Street
in Portland will be open from
5 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.
It will be available to the
public to visit with Santa,
take pictures and share their
holiday wishes. The house
will also be open from 5 to
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12.

In review Coming up
Friday — Coverage of  this

week’s joint county commis-
sioners and council meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
team’s game against Woodlan.

Tuesday — Details from
Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  29 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 19.

Tonight’s low will dip to 3.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Friday with a high in the
upper 20s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Baseball and softball fields
are set to get upgrades.

The Portland Park Board
approved funding to help pay
for replacing and upgrading
fences at the baseball and soft-
ball fields at Weiler-Wilson
Park.

Board president Brian Ison
explained that fences have been
on the list of  needs for the
parks system but did not fit into
the 2025 budget. Parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds noted bent
and broken poles as well as
other problems that could
cause safety issues for those
using the fields. He said he feels
the work needs to be done.

Matt Ransom, president of
Portland Junior League, agreed
with Reynolds’ assessment, not-
ing holes in some fences and
rusty poles. He told the park

board that the organization
agreed to pay up to half  of  the
about $10,500 in proposed fenc-
ing work.

Noting that junior league has
other field improvements it is
looking to fund and that the
organization brings in tourism
dollars to the community via
its tournaments, Ison proposed
that the park board contribute
$7,500 toward the project.

His fellow park board mem-
bers agreed, with Jennifer

Weitzel, Kyle Carpenter and
Emily Goodrich joining him in
voting in favor of  the funding.
(Board member Michael Brew-
ster was absent from the meet-
ing.)

The board also briefly dis-
cussed projects and needs for
2026. Ison asked parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds to get quotes
for potential purchases, such as
new umbrellas, related to Port-
land Water Park.

See Fence page 2

Fence upgrades OK’d

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Portland Park Board approved $7,500 Tuesday
toward fence replacement and improvements for the baseball
and softball diamonds at Weiler-Wilson Park. Pictured is a
section of fence that is no longer properly connected, one of
several safety issues mentioned during Tuesday’s meeting.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana will begin allowing
some state employees to bring
their infants to work under a
pilot program announced Tues-
day by Gov. Mike Braun and
detailed in a newly issued policy.

The move comes months after
Braun’s administration ended
hybrid schedules for most state
workers and rescinded thou-
sands of  remote-work agree-
ments as part of  a broader
return-to-office directive that
requires employees to report in-
person unless granted narrow
exceptions.

The “Family First Workplace”
initiative has already launched
for staff  in the governor’s office,
the Indiana Department of
Health and the State Personnel

Department, according to
Braun’s announcement. 

The governor said the effort is
part of  Indiana’s commitment
“to strengthening families, sup-
porting parents in the workforce,
and promoting healthy early
childhood development.”

“Indiana is going to lead the
nation in pro-family policy. The
parental bonding that happens in
the first months of  a child’s life
are irreplaceable, and our new

Family First Workplace pilot pro-
gram helps parents stay connect-
ed to their newborns while con-
tinuing their careers,” Braun
said in the news release. “Indiana
is building a culture that puts
families first.” 

The governor’s announcement
followed an executive order
issued earlier this year
that expanded paid childbirth
leave and parental leave, as well
as paid leave for state employees

who experience a stillbirth or
infant loss.

The new, four-page policy offi-
cially took effect Dec. 2 and aims
to “provide a framework for a
pilot program that will allow par-
ents to bring their infants to the
workplace where operational
needs and the environment make
such opportunities feasible, safe,
and effective without impeding
productivity,” according to the
document.

The policy states that time
spent with parents in the first six
months of  a child’s life “is impor-
tant to their health and wellbe-
ing, and that having opportuni-
ties to have their infants nearby
can generate higher morale,
increase job satisfaction, and
motivate higher productivity in
employees who are new parents.”

See Newborn page 2

By DANA KHRAICHE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Lebanon and Israel sent
negotiators to join a rare
summit to address ten-
sions surrounding last
year’s ceasefire with
Hezbollah, following fears
that the militant group is
attempting to rearm.

The Lebanese presiden-
cy named former ambas-
sador to the U.S. Simon
Karam as head of  the
country’s delegation,
while Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office said he instructed a
representative to attend
the talks overseen by
the U.S.-led committee
supervising the truce.

The Wednesday negotia-
tions follow weeks of  esca-
lating Israeli strikes
on Hezbollah targets
in Lebanon, culminating
in last month’s assassina-
tion of  the Iran-backed
militia’s chief  of  staff  in
Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs. That raised fears of
another fully-fledged
Israeli military campaign
after 2024’s fierce conflict,
which officially ended a
year ago with
a U.S. and France-mediat-
ed truce agreement.

While the agenda of  the
meeting hasn’t been made
public, the meeting could
set a precedent for direct
talks
between Lebanon and Isra
el, which are technically
at a state of  war.

The Israel-Hezbollah
truce established a so-
called Cessation of  Hostil-
ities Implementation
Mechanism, which has
met regularly in the south-
ern Lebanese town of
Naqoura to follow up with
both sides on the imple-
mentation of  the deal.

Under the
terms, Lebanon agreed to
prevent attacks on Israel,
dismantle Hezbollah’s
infrastructure and work
toward deploying state
troops in the south of  the
country. 

See Talks page 2
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Hauling off
City of Portland crews work to clear snow Wednesday morning at the intersection of Main and Commerce streets

in Portland. Snow piled up in the downtown area from Monday night’s storm was loaded into trucks and hauled to Weiler-
Wilson Park. There was a chance of snow Wednesday night, with minimal accumulation expected.

Discussions
focus on

tensions about
ceasefire

Israel,
Lebanon
involved
in talks

Newborn pilot program launched

Initiative allows state employees
to bring newborns to the office

Park board will cover $7,500,
with Portland Junior League to
handle remaining project costs

Coming up
Saturday — Coverage of

Friday’s Portland Redevelop-
ment Commission meeting.

Tuesday — Jay County resi-
dent celebrates her 100th birth-
day.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

In review
Mistletoe Market at

Winterfest is scheduled for 4 to
8 p.m. Sunday at Jay County
Fairgrounds. The event, in
partnership with Cruis'n the
HoliJay Lights at the
Fairgrounds, will feature
childrens’ activities, carriage
rides, vendors and food. Santa
will make a visit to the
Women’s Building.

The high temperature was 32
degrees Friday in Jay County.
The low was 19.

Snow is expected today, with 2
to 4 inches of  accumulation
possible. The high will be in the
mid 20s. Wind chills could drop
to as low as negative 14
overnight.

Skies will be partly cloudy
Sunday with a high around 18.
The low will dip to around zero.
Expect partly cloudy skies again
Monday with a high around 20.
Temperatures will climb into the
40s by mid-week.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

Twenty-five years ago this week, the
Indians were celebrating another victory.

The Dec. 16, 2000, edition of  The Com-
mercial Review featured coverage of  the
Fort Recovery boys basketball team’s 79-
58 victory over the visiting New
Knoxville Rangers.

After a two-week break, the Indians
dominated the second quarter in their
return to the court and then held off  a
fourth-quarter comeback try by New
Knoxville (2-2) to improve to 3-0 and win
their Midwest Athletic Conference open-
er.

“You just don’t know with a young
team how (the layoff) is going to affect
us,” said FRHS coach Joe Bruns. “But the
effort was there. I was very pleased … we
played our hearts out.”

Fort Recovery was in good position
already after holding the Rangers to
seven points in the opening period. It
blew the game open in the second quarter
to carry an 18-point lead into halftime.

Senior guard Jon Kaup paced the effort

for the Indians with a career-high 22
points. He did all of  his scoring from the
field, including hitting a pair of  3-point-
ers.

Kaup’s play typified the Indians’
aggressive offense as he attacked the bas-
ket all night.

“The first two games he didn’t score a
lot, but Jon’s going to take what the
defense gives him,” said Bruns. “He’s a
leader. He’s one of  our senior leaders and
we needed him tonight and he came up
big for us.”

Sophomore Greg Snyder followed with
13 points, and senior Tony Stammen
added 11. Tyler Niekamp and Nick Dil-
worth added nine and eight points
respectively for Fort Recovery, which lost
its top returning player Ross Wendel to a
knee injury before the season.

“I knew (going 3-0) was possible … play-
ing at home in front of  our fans helps, but
we’ve got a long way to go,” said Bruns.
“I’m very pleased with the 3-0 start, and
we just need to continue to improve.”

Indians beat New Knoxville to stay perfect
Retrospect

Fort Recovery High
School sophomore Greg
Snyder drives for two
points during the
Indians’ 79-58 win over
the New Knoxville
Rangers on Dec. 15,
2000. Snyder scored 13
points in support of
senior Jon Kaup’s
career-high 22.

The Commercial Review/Mike Snyder

By TOM DAVIES
and CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Republican-domi-
nated Indiana Senate
spurned months of
demands from President
Donald Trump as it voted
31-19 on Thursday to reject
a redrawing of  the state’s
congressional maps.

The final outcome
remained uncertain until
21 Republicans joined all
10 Democratic senators in
blocking the redistricting
plan. The proposal didn’t
even win support from a
majority of  the 40 Republi-
can senators.

With that tally, Indiana
became the first Republi-
can-led state Legislature to
vote down Trump’s wish
to squeeze out more GOP-
friendly congressional
seats in hopes of  improv-
ing the party’s chances of
keeping its slim U.S. House
majority after the 2026
midterm elections.

Thursday’s Senate out-
come came even with
Trump, Gov. Mike Braun
and other redistricting
supporters continuing to
cajole — and politically
threaten — senators who
opposed the move.

“I am very disappointed
that a small group of  mis-
guided State Senators have
partnered with Democrats
to reject this opportunity
to protect Hoosiers with
fair maps and to reject the
leadership of  President
Trump,” Braun said in a
statement following the
vote. “Ultimately, deci-
sions like this carry politi-
cal consequences. I will be
working with the Presi-
dent to challenge these
people who do not repre-
sent the best interests of
Hoosiers.”

The Indiana House last
week approved the new
maps crafted by the
National Republican
Redistricting Trust to pro-
duce a 9-0 Republican dele-
gation.

See Rejects page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Drafts have been presented.
Now it’s up to plan commission

to make revisions and decide
whether to move them forward.

Jay County Plan Commission
reviewed drafts Thursday for
ordinances regulating carbon
sequestration storage facilities,
battery storage systems and data
centers.

The carbon sequestration ordi-
nance specifically relates to geo-
logical carbon sequestration
facilities, which involve storing
carbon dioxide deep under-
ground.

County officials have been dis-
cussing carbon sequestration reg-
ulation for more than six months
as POET Bioprocessing is plan-
ning a project in Jay County.

POET Bioprocessing’s plans
involve a nearly 4,000-foot well
and injecting carbon dioxide —
it's a byproduct from creating

ethanol — into the well for 12
years.

Jay County and Portland offi-
cials decided not to establish a
moratorium on carbon sequestra-
tion facilities earlier this year.
Hopes were for the county to cre-
ate an ordinance regulating facil-
ities by the end of  this year.

According to the draft ordi-
nance, wellheads and pipelines
must be located at least 1,500 feet
from property lines. Residential
structures are not allowed within
the “plume” area of  the project.

(The aforementioned require-
ments may be waived in writing
by adjoining property owners.)

Jay/Portland Building and
Planning director John Hemmel-
garn has voiced concern about
POET Bioprocessing’s project
multiple times this year. He
shared his worries again Thurs-
day, saying despite the fact that a
test well has already been drilled,
he hopes the project can still fall
under the new ordinance’s regu-
lations. 

“This one bothers me where it’s

located,” he said. “I’ve thought
about it a lot, with the stone quar-
ry (US Aggregates) right there,
and carbon sinks to the lowest
point.”

He suggested the project could
move farther south.

“This could be put farther away
from the community, a lot of
other people, because they say the
chances are slim, and they proba-
bly are, they’re probably really
safe, but if  something does go
wrong, that’s in a populated area,
and plus the stone quarry (US
Aggregates) is right there, and if
there’s a leak, prevailing wind …
puts it right in that pit.”

Jay County Commissioners
president and plan commission
member Chad Aker questioned if
the county should regulate depth
for such projects. County attor-
ney Wes Schemenaur noted the
state and federal governments
handle such regulations. 

See Drafts page 2

Measure
failed by

31-19 vote
Thursday

Senate
rejects
bill to
redistrict

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Luella’s list
Luella Bales, 6, shares her Christmas wish list Friday with Santa at the Santa House on Main Street in Portland.

Santa stopped by his spot in Portland for pictures with children, with families forming a line along the street.

Plan commission reviews drafts
Ordinances would regulate

carbon sequestration,
battery storage, data centers
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Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 0-0-6
Daily Four: 2-1-0-7
Quick Draw: 4-7-9-

11-14-16-17-29-32-35-36-
41-46-53-62-65-66-69-75-
80

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 2-7-2
Pick 4: 5-6-5-5
Pick 5: 0-6-8-2-3

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $1

billion

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $70

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.63
Jan. corn .................4.58

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.59
Jan. corn ..................4.51
Feb. corn ..................4.46

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.36
Jan. corn ..................4.36
Beans ......................10.67
Jan. beans ..............10.70

Wheat ......................4.84

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.41
Jan. corn ..................4.41
Beans ......................10.70
Jan. beans ..............10.70
Wheat .......................4.99

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.56
Jan. corn ..................4.51
Beans ......................10.37
Jan. beans ..............10.42
Wheat ......................4.74

In 1642, South Island,
New Zealand, was spot-
ted by Dutch navigator
Abel Tasman. 

In 1989, singer and
songwriter Taylor Swift
was born in West Read-
ing, Pennsylvania. She
broke through with
debut album “Fearless”
in 2008 and was named
best new female vocalist
by the Academy of  Coun-
try Music Awards. She’s
won more than 200
awards in her career so
far.

In 2003, U.S. forces
captured Saddam Hus-

sein, president of  Iraq,
during the Iraq War. He
was convicted of  war
crimes and executed
approximately three
years later. 

In 2004, Jay County
Commissioners select-
ed Principal Financial
Group for county
health insurance after
reviewing about a
dozen options. 

In 2021, Dunkirk
City Council approved
spending $59,045 to
install a new liner at
Dunkirk City Pool. 

—The CR

CR almanac

11/0 21/15 33/30 43/36 50/24
There’s a

70% chance
of rain on
Thursday
when the low
may hit 24.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Wednes-
day when the
low will reach
around 36
degrees.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with tempera-
tures in the
30s.

Sunday
12/14

Monday
12/15

Tuesday
12/16

Wednesday
12/17

Thursday
12/18

Cloudy
skies on
Monday with
temperatures
in the upper
teens and
low 20s.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are expected
Sunday when
the low may
hit zero
degrees.

Monday
1 p.m. — Jay County

Sheriff ’s Office Merit
Board, training room,
sheriff ’s office, 224 W.
Water St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Meridian
St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Regional Sewer Dis-
trict, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
8 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Com-
mission executive ses-
sion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.

Meridian St., Portland.
9 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Com-
mission, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Redkey
Town Council, park
cabin, Morgan Park, 50
Mooney St.

Thursday
4:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Redevelopment Com-
mission executive ses-
sion, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay County
Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Board of  Zoning
Appeals, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Continued from page 1
He added that if  the county

were to get into technical aspects
beyond state and federal require-
ments, it would likely need to hire
geologists or other experts for
each project.

According to the draft ordi-
nance, an alarm system must be
in place “to warn the area of  any
leak or malfunction to the system
that will require evacuation of
the area.”

Additionally, the developer
may not bring carbon dioxide

from outside the area to inject
into the site.

The draft ordinance requires
developers to coordinate a pre-
project development consultation
with Jay/Portland Building and
Planning. It also requires devel-
opers to receive approval for a
special exception use from Jay
County Board of  Zoning Appeals
following a public hearing.

Also Thursday, the plan com-
mission reviewed a draft ordi-
nance for battery storage sys-
tems.

Pati McLaughlin of  Jay/Port-
land Building explained the ordi-
nance is tailored to commercial
battery storage systems that
would be used to store energy
from solar and wind farms.

The ordinance requires 1,500-
foot setbacks from property lines,
as well as a 100-foot setback from
rights-of-way. It also requires a 7-
foot fence around the project with
the fence set at least 50 feet from
property lines.

Similar to the carbon seques-
tration ordinance, it requires a

pre-project development consul-
tation with Jay/Portland Build-
ing and Planning and project
approval for a special exception
use on agricultural-residential
zoned districts from Jay County
Board of  Zoning Appeals follow-
ing a public hearing. Special
exception use approvals will be
contingent on applicants obtain-
ing their permit within a year.

Also, the plan commission
reviewed updates to a draft ordi-
nance regulating data centers in
Jay County.

Mirroring language in the
other draft ordinances proposed
Thursday, changes include
requiring a special exception use
approval from Jay County Board
of  Zoning Appeals following a
public hearing.

Other changes were to add
application requirements, which
include a summary statement,
site description and site plan.
The permit fee is also currently
listed at 6 cents per cubic foot for
each structure used for data stor-
age.

Drafts ...

Continued from page 1
It did so by carving up the two

districts currently held by Demo-
cratic Reps. André Carson in Indi-
anapolis and Frank Mrvan in the
area along Lake Michigan near
Chicago.

But the Senate’s Republican
leader, President Pro Tem Rodric
Bray, had said repeatedly that too
few GOP senators supported the
mid-decade redistricting for it to
pass.

“This is an extremely important
issue that we’ve taken very serious-
ly,” Bray told reporters after the
bill’s defeat.

Bray downplayed the prospect of
retribution from the White House
after Trump and Vice President JD
Vance publicly criticized him and
other Republican senators.

“It’s their prerogative to have
opinions about what we’re doing
here. So, that’s fair,” he said.

Asked whether he was concerned
about possible loss of  federal fund-
ing or other consequences, Bray
appeared unmoved. 

“I’ve had lots of  conversations
with folks in Washington, D.C.,” he
said. “Indiana will continue to
function.”

A bill needs 26 votes for passage
or defeat. Because a constitutional
majority — 25 votes or more —
voted against the measure, it can’t
be taken up by state lawmakers
again until the 2027 session.

Trump was calling individual
senators this week seeking sup-
port and took to social media
Wednesday night to seethe over
Bray and other Indiana Republi-
cans who weren’t following his
demands.

A crowd of  about 100 protesters

outside the Senate chamber echoed
throughout the three-hour debate,
chanting, “Fair maps now!” and
“Vote no!” and “Cheaters!” and
“Liars!” and “Just vote no!”

Brooke Isaac of  Columbus and
other protesters cheered the out-
come, saying she was “very sur-
prised and so very thankful.”

Isaac said she believed Trump
was trying to use Indiana as a
“pawn” to acquire power.

“I’m just really relieved that the
Republicans and our government
have decided to show integrity and
to stand up for what the people in
our state care about,” Isaac said.

Sen. Sue Glick, R-LaGrange, was
among the senators voting against
the new maps and said she believed
the pressure and threats from
Washington backfired. 

“You have to know Hoosiers, we
can’t be bullied,” Glick said. “We
don’t want that. And the instant
reaction is we dig in our heels and
say, why?”

Indiana House Republicans
pushed the proposed maps through
that chamber last week by a 57-41
margin, with 12 GOP members join-
ing Democrats in voting “no.”

Several Republican senators
against the redistricting plan cited
what they described as overwhelm-
ing public opposition. Others said
they didn’t believe it was proper to
overhaul the Republican-drawn
maps approved in 2021 for such bla-
tant political purposes, with some
objecting to the overt gerrymander-
ing of  Indianapolis among four dis-
tricts spanning as far away as the
Ohio River.

Trump started the national redis-
tricting fight by pushing Texas
Republicans to redraw its congres-

sional map this summer, followed
by Republican redistricting moves
in Missouri, Ohio and North Car-
olina. An attempt by Kansas Repub-
licans for a special session on redis-
tricting stalled this fall.

Democrats responded with their
own redistricting in California and
possible moves in Illinois and Vir-
ginia.

Redistricting bill sponsor Sen.
Mike Gaskill, R-Pendleton, used all
of  his 30-minute speaking time to
argue in support of  it after all 10
Democratic senators and three
Republicans spoke in opposition.

“They want you to play by a dif-
ferent set of  rules,” Gaskill said,
referring to Democrats.

He called on his colleagues “to
step up and do the right thing.”

“I want to see us on the Republi-
can side fight as hard for our side
as they do,” Gaskill said.

Sen. Greg Walker, R-Columbus
— who has been outspoken against
midcycle redistricting — called the
bill “on its face, is unconstitution-
al.”

“I cannot, myself, support the bill
for which there must be a legal
injunction in order for it to be
found constitutional,” he said.

Sen. Greg Goode, R-Terre Haute,
had not announced a position
before Thursday’s vote but told the
chamber that “overwhelming feed-
back” from his constituents —
“regardless of  political leaning, or
party affiliation” — influenced his
decision. He ultimately voted no on
the bill. 

“I’ve done my very best to quietly
and respectfully listen to the people
I represent,” Goode said, “and I’m
confident that my vote reflects the
will of  my constituents.”

Rejects ...

Backing accident
A Florida man backed

into a Jay School Corpo-
ration bus on county
road 700 West about 11:30
a.m. Thursday.

Kuzyk Vadym, 34, Hol-
lywood, was driving a
2023 Kenworth T680 on
the road near Indiana 67
and approaching a rail-
road crossing. According
to a Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office report, the cross-
ing may have been too
steep to cross with the
semi’s low-laying trailer,
which carried an excava-
tor. Barbra J. Louck, 56,
Redkey, was driving a
2022 Freightliner bus
north on the road behind
him. Vadym didn’t see
the school bus and began
backing up, causing him
to crash into it.

The bus wasn’t carry-
ing children at the time
of  the crash. The vehicle
Vadyn was driving is reg-
istered to Peak Leaking.
Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and
$10,000. 

Leg injured
A Portland man sus-

tained a leg injury after
striking a guardrail
along Industrial Park
Drive in Portland about
11 p.m. Monday.

Matthew A. Vore, 37,
was driving his 2025 Kia
Soul south on the drive
near Lafayette Street
when he hit the
guardrail. 

According to a Port-
land Police report, rail-
ing impaled his driver’s
side bumper and went
through his fender well
into the vehicle’s cabin,
hitting his left leg.

He was administered a
blood and alcohol test
with results pending.
Vore was flown to Luther-
an Hospital in Fort
Wayne for his injuries. 

Damage is estimated
between $25,000 and
$50,000. His vehicle was
towed.

Capsule
Reports



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of  the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank St.,
Portland. Hours are 1 to 5

p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
the third Monday of  each
month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PAS-

TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 11:30 a.m. on
the third Tuesday of  each
month in the chapel at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital.

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —

A group for anyone with
a substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of  each
month at the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. 

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I
have lived in a country home for
the past 25 years. When we moved
here, our only neighbors were
wild turkeys, deer and raccoons.
Behind our house were 20 acres
of  woods, which extended into a
cornfield. We were isolated and
loved it. 

Since then, a housing develop-
ment has slowly been built
around us. Last fall, a couple built
a house behind us. Their rear
deck is within 20 feet of  our prop-
erty line. The back of  their house
has large bedroom windows.
They cut down all of  the beauti-
ful, mature trees from their lot.

I have always had a dusk-to-
dawn sensor light at the rear of
my house for security reasons
and to dissuade raccoons. Now
this couple is complaining that
because their house is so close to
my property line and the trees
(which acted as a privacy barrier)

are gone, my security light of  25
years is shining into their bed-
room windows and disturbing
them. They want me to get rid of
it. 

Of  course, my attitude is that
we and that light have been here
for 25 years. They saw our house
and property lines before they
chose to build there and remove
all their trees. I am not inclined to
accommodate them, but I’m open
to suggestions from you. —
BRIGHT GUY IN OHIO

DEAR BRIGHT GUY: I do
have one. Explain to these new

neighbors that your security
light was installed to discour-
age trespassers and wild ani-
mals. Then suggest they
install blackout curtains or
shutters in their bedroom win-
dows to prevent unwanted
light from seeping in. If  that
doesn’t solve the problem, and
there is a governing body for
your growing neighborhood,
ask that the matter be mediat-
ed. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend

and I have two children and work
opposite evening shifts so that
one of  us is home with the kids at
all times. Recently, my best friend
from high school surprised me
with concert tickets to our
favorite band, but the concert is
on a night I’m supposed to be
with the kids. 

I don’t have any friends or fam-
ily around to babysit the chil-

dren, so I asked my boyfriend if
he would take the night off  so
that I can go to this concert. He
told me the only way he would do
that is if  I reimburse him for his
missed wages (approximately
$300). Do you think it’s fair to
charge me to watch his own chil-
dren? — CONFUSED IN NEW
HAMPSHIRE

DEAR CONFUSED: Should
you reimburse your boyfriend
for the wages he will miss if
he takes off  work so you can
attend that concert? If  his
employer doesn’t provide for
personal time off, he will be
out the money, and since you
are the one altering your
agreed-upon arrangement,
you SHOULD reimburse him.
What the two of  you need to
work out in the future is some
form of  plan so your children
will be taken care of  in the
(hopefully unlikely) event that

something should happen to
both of  you at the same time.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Our family is

already picking out items they
want after my wife and I pass.
They bring the subject up at
every gathering. They have even
started marking the items they
want. My wife and I are 67 and 68.
We are healthy and don’t plan on
dying for a while. This is starting
to upset us both. How to shut
them up is my question. —
ANNOYED IN TEXAS

DEAR ANNOYED: Your fam-
ily gatherings remind me of  a
pack of  slavering wolves sur-
rounding their potential prey.
Here’s how to shut them up: At
the next gathering, tell your
kin that if  they keep this up,
when you and your wife
depart this earthly plane, ALL
of  your possessions will be
going to charity.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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By NORMAN WINTER
Tribune News Service

After the last winter sea-
son, I’ve started following
several weather forecast-
ing gurus. They all seem
to be on the sensationalist
side of  journalism, but it
makes it a lot of  fun. It
keeps me second guessing
whether the collapse of
the polar vortex is a good
thing or a bad thing. As a
horticulturist I know one
thing and that is that
Snow is in the winter fore-
cast.

I made sure of  that in
September. As you can
guess I am talking about
plants, and indeed I am
referring to Snow
Princess lobularia or
Sweet Alyssum. I first saw
Snow Princess in 2009 at
the California Pack Trials

and a month or so later
they were put in the Mis-
sissippi Medallion Plant
Trials at the Truck Crops
Branch Experiment Sta-
tion in Crystal Spring,
Mississippi. So, you can
see I have already men-
tioned planting in the
spring and the fall in the
Deep South. Six or seven
months ago, I wrote in this
column about Snow for
the Summer.

It has won 113 awards,
from North to South and

East to West. The tag says
cold hardy to zone 9 but I
have never lost one to cold
temperatures in zone 8. It
is natural in mixed con-
tainers and yet is a tiger as
a monoculture with the
ability to reach 16 inches
in height and spread to 4
feet, perfect as a floral
groundcover.

In September I planted
Snow Princess in mixed
containers throughout the
landscape. By October
they were already making
a colorful impact. Their
fragrant blossoms with
their sweet aroma perme-
ating the garden were
bringing in all sorts of
bees and a pleasant sur-
prise is that American
Lady butterflies always
seem to visit.

Snow Princess sweet

alyssum needs plenty of
sun to live up to its poten-
tial; if  you have part sun
don’t fret, you’ll still garner
the green thumb award.
Next prerequisite is good
drainage. This is normally
not an issue in mixed con-
tainers with drainage holes
and good potting soil.

Raised beds with fertile
soil typically drain well if
you can build your beds
with the prepared raised
bed mixes. Can you imag-
ine Snow Princess sweet
alyssum with Supertunia
Vista Bubblegum in a
raised bed, how many
hundreds of  awards would
that combo represent?

Late October one con-
tainer looked like a spring
bouquet with Snow
Princess sweet alyssum,
Supertunia Mini Vista Yel-

low and the new Supertu-
nia Mini Vista Pink Cloud
petunias. In other contain-
ers blue shows out with
the white. Superbells
Grape Punch calibrachoas
and Supertunia Mini
Vista Indigo petunias
seem to electrify the com-
bination, or is it the con-
trast of  the white? 

Here I am in early
December, and my favorite
container features a com-
bination of  Luscious Mar-
malade lantana, Super-
bells Pomegranate Punch
calibrachoa, Supertunia
Mini Vista Ultramarine
petunia and Snow
Princess sweet alyssum.
My love for the flaming
orange will cause a dilem-
ma in that the lantana will
return from the winter but
not look vibrant through

the winter in my region.
This is a wonderful

plant in that you can plant
whenever you find it for
sale in zone 8 and warmer.
I find myself  usually trim-
ming or cutting back in
summer to jump start
fresh fall growth. 

I don’t know about the
predictions on the vortex,
but we are going to have
snow at The Garden Guy’s
house thanks to the Snow
Princess lobularia. How
sweet it is! 

••••••••
Norman Winter, horticul-

turist, garden speaker and
author of  “Tough-as-Nails
Flowers for the South” and
“Captivating Combina-
tions: Color and Style in
the Garden.” Follow him
on Facebook @Norman-
WinterTheGardenGuy.

Winter predicts Snow in forecast
On

Gardening

Light illuminates neighbor problems
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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To the editor:
This community is absolutely

amazing. 
Once again, you stepped up for

the Thanksgiving season with an
unbelievable response to the com-
munity. Our
local agencies,
service clubs,
lodges, busi-
nesses, sorori-
ties, churches all started calling
early to donate kind-heartedly
and help wherever needed. Your
generosity is so appreciated.

When the event was over, we
saw over 600 meals served to the
homebound and to those dining
inside. Thank you to all who
came in to lend a hand putting
this day together. It was refresh-
ing watching families taking the
leftovers to enjoy later, knowing
their appetites would be satisfied
for the next few days.

The success of  this day is only
possible because of  the kindness
of  this community. We hope you
will find a special blessing on
your lives as you have blessed the
lives of  many.

With heartfelt thanks,
Carol Smith
Chair
Community Thanksgiving Din-

ner Committee

Dinner
committee
expresses
its thanks

Letters to
the Editor

San Antonio Express-News
Tribune News Service

In a last-minute decision that
should have surprised no one,
the U.S. Supreme Court’s conser-
vative majority has given Presi-
dent Donald Trump his pre-
ferred Texas congressional dis-
tricts map.

In its decision, the court’s con-
servative majority gave too much
deference to the supposed good
faith of  state lawmakers while
expressing concern about chang-
ing the map so close to an elec-
tion. The filing deadline for can-
didates was Monday.

Of  course, this decision
ignores key aspects of  reality.

It was the Texas Legislature
that redrew the state’s congres-
sional districts this summer, with
Gov. Greg Abbott signing them
into law Aug. 29. That is incredi-
bly close to the election for such a
profound change.

The timing issue here is not the
legal challenges to this overtly
partisan map, but the occurrence
of  rare mid-decade redistricting
that prompted those challenges.

As for good faith, lawmakers
were clear that this new map is all
about maximizing power with the
goal of  Republicans flipping five
seats in the U.S. House, where
Trump rightfully fears his party
losing the majority.

If  successful, that would lead to
a 30-8 Republican advantage
among Texas’ U.S. House mem-
bers, with the few Democratic
seats clustered around San Anto-
nio, Austin, Dallas, Houston and
El Paso.

This is in a state where 42.5%
of  voters supported Democrat
Kamala Harris for the presidency
in 2024, and 46.5% of  voters sup-
ported Democrat Joe Biden for
the presidency in 2020. Under the
old map, Democrats held 13
House seats, which was already
viewed as an extreme gerryman-
der. If  representational govern-
ment were the goal,
Democrats would hold about 17
of  Texas’ congressional seats.

But representative government
is not the goal, and the Supreme
Court’s majority, which routinely
debases itself  with overt parti-
sanship and subservience to the
president, is entirely comfortable
with the use of  gerrymandering
to maximize partisan power.

Given the demographic make-
up of  the political parties, parti-
san gerrymandering can often
serve as a proxy for racial gerry-

mandering, and we see this in
how the new districts map
changes representation in Texas’
diverse cities.

While 54% of  voters in predom-
inantly Latino Bexar County sup-
ported Harris in 2024 and 58%
supported Biden in 2020, the new
map tilts toward Republican rep-
resentation. The San Antonio
area will no longer be represent-
ed by U.S. Rep. Greg Casar, an
Austin-based Democrat. Instead,
a new Congressional District
35 will loop around San Anto-
nio from the north to the east to
the west, with a 10-point Republi-
can lean.

San Antonio loses representa-
tion in Congressional District 28,
a seat held by Democrat Henry
Cuellar. The district will have a
Republican advantage and no
longer reach into San Anto-
nio’s East Side, which means one
of  the fastest-growing metropoli-
tan metro areas in the nation will
lose a representative in Congress.
It also may only be represented
by one Democrat despite being a
blue county in a red state.

The result is a map that “dis-
serves the millions of  Texans
whom the District Court found
were assigned to their new dis-
tricts based on their race,” Jus-
tice Elena Kagan wrote in a dis-
sent joined by Justices Kentanji
Brown Jackson and Sonia
Sotomayor.

The three judges also argued
this opens the door for other
states to draw similarly gerry-
mandered maps near candidate
filing deadlines because the
nation’s highest court has shown
it will not intervene.

The question ahead is whether
the new map will backfire
on Republicans. Outrage over
this map, coupled with Trump’s
exceptionally low approval rat-
ings, especially among Hispanic
voters, may make some of  these
congressional races competitive
in November 2026.

But make no mistake, the new
map of  Texas congressional dis-
tricts is intended to place bricks
in a red wall that is designed to
withstand a blue voter wave.

President gets map,
voters disenfranchised

By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

It’s hard to know what
Indiana Lt. Gov. Micah Beck-
with is worse at—math or
history.

His understanding of  his-
tory, particularly U.S. histo-
ry, is to real history what the
Harry Potter novels are to
science.

And his math skills?
Well, let’s just say that he’s

the kind of  guy who can add
one and one and come up
with 4,674—if  4,674 is the
number he needs to gain his
objective, which generally is
some sort of  nakedly self-
serving goal disguised as an
ideological quest.

What makes all of  this
dangerous is that Beckwith’s
inability to perform simple
computations or compre-
hend basic history enables
him to delude himself  and a
smattering of  other truly
gullible souls into believing
he is the second coming of
William Jennings Bryan, an
evangelical populist with
massive public support.

That was the essence of
his response to a bill filed by
Indiana Rep. Danny Lopez,
R-Carmel, that would
require candidates for gover-
nor to choose their running
mates by naming a lieu-
tenant gubernatorial candi-
date prior to July 15 of  an
election year.

Lopez’s bill is designed to
prevent episodes such as the
one that landed Beckwith in
office, when he foisted him-
self on Gov. Mike Braun at
the 2024 Indiana Republican
Convention by narrowly
defeating Braun’s choice,
Indiana Rep. Julie McGuire,
R-Indianapolis.

Beckwith called Lopez’s
bill “the Micah Beckwith”—
because, really, everything is
always all about Micah
Beckwith—and derided
Lopez as a “DID,” or Democ-
rat in Disguise. Beckwith
also claimed his convention
win was a victory for the
people over the “establish-
ment.”

Like so many of  the things
Beckwith says, it’s more fic-
tion than fact.

The truth is that Micah
Beckwith has tested how
appealing to voters he is on
his own only once. He sought
the Republican nomination
for Congress in a GOP-
friendly district in 2020. He
finished a distant third in
the Republican primary.

He won 12.7% of  the vote.
That’s right.
Even among Republi-

cans—the people who are
supposed to agree with him
already—he couldn’t cap-
ture even 13% of  the vote.

That’s why, in his endless
quest for self-advancement,
he settled on a different
strategy. He decided to do
the retail salesmanship of
persuading delegates to the
convention to support him
rather than the wholesale—
and truly populist—method
of  persuading mass num-
bers of  citizens to support
him.

Even then, he needed to
catch a break.

Braun was so confident—
overconfident, it turned
out—that he had enough
votes to secure McGuire’s
nomination that he let a fair
number of  his delegates
leave early and miss the
vote. If  he hadn’t done that,
chances are McGuire would
have eked out a victory and
Beckwith would have gone
back to being another
wannabe braying away from
the fringes.

Somehow, Beckwith inter-
preted this lucky escape
from anonymity as a divine-
ly inspired appointment as
the voice of  the people. In
office, he has acted as if  he’s
not accountable to anyone.

Not the governor whose
administration he’s, in theo-
ry anyway, part of.

Not the Indiana state gov-
ernment that grants him
whatever limited authority a

lieutenant governor possess-
es.

Not the state constitution
he took an oath to defend
and obey.

What Beckwith seems to
be arguing here is that a
lieutenant governor should
be a kind of  free agent, one
who uses taxpayer funds to
cause trouble and jam up the
works wherever he or she
sees fit.

We tried that at the nation-
al level.

At this nation’s birth, in
our presidential elections,
the person who became pres-
ident was the candidate who
received the most electoral
votes. The vice president
was the person who received
the second-most votes, even
if  that candidate was from a
different party.

It didn’t work.
President John Adams, a

Federalist, and Vice Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson, a
Democratic-Republican,
spent their four years
together at loggerheads.

Things went from bad to
worse. Jefferson became
president and Aaron Burr
assumed the vice presidency.

Before Jefferson left office,
his administration would
charge Burr, by then out of
government and Jefferson’s
mortal enemy, with treason.

It was at that point that
wiser heads decided that
presidents and vice presi-
dents should form a willing
partnership, not have their
relationship be the product
of  a shotgun wedding.

Particularly if  the second-
in-command thinks of  it as
an open marriage.

But that’s Micah Beckwith
for you.

Bad at math.
Bad at history.
But good, oh so good, at

deluding himself  and oth-
ers.

••••••••••
Krull is director of

Franklin College’s Pulliam
School of  Journalism and
publisher of  TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website pow-
ered by Franklin College
journalism students.

Beckwith has fertile imagination

John
Krull

Guest
Editorial
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Continental querries

1) Which U.S. general led Operation Torch, the
Allied invasion of North Africa during World War II?

2) What European country colonized Algeria for
132 years before it won independence in 1962?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Dwight D. Eisenhower
2) France
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JANUARY

10, 2026
10:00 A.M.

Location: 7851 W. 400
N., 

Pennville, IN 47369
OPEN HOUSE:

SATURDAY, DECEM-
BER 13, 2025 - 10:00

AM - 2:00 PM
SATURDAY, JANUARY

3, 2026 - 12:00 PM -
2:00 PM

OR BY APPOINTMENT
REAL ESTATE BEING

OFFERED:
1 Ω STORY HOME -

3,208 SQ. FT.; 3 BDRM;
1 BATH; KITCHEN; DIN-

ING RM/LIVING RM
COMBO; UTILITY RM;
BASEMENT W/ WOOD

STOVE; DETACHED
GARAGE; 2 BARNS;
PASTURES; STEEL
GRAIN BIN; 6.46 +/-

ACRES.
CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION!!

TERMS OF SALE:
10% Non-refundable
deposit day of sale.

Property being sold as-
is, where is. New Survey
has been completed in
December 2025. Taxes

prorated until day of
closing. Possession at
closing. Closing to be
held within 45 days or

less from day of auction.
Title Insurance will be

provided and taxes pro-
rated to the day of clos-
ing. ANY ANNOUNCE-
MENTS MADE DAY OF
AUCTION WILL TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER
ANYTHING IN PRINT.

OWNER - LARRY
MOSER ESTATE
Mel Smitley’s Real

Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Portland,

IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051

260-729-2281 - Cell
Ryan Davidson

AU10600063 260-726-
5076

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

   LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

The Commercial Review
Saturday, December 13, 2025 Classifieds Page 7

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy It, 
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 200 FOR RENT

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED 

TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL,  & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services

ANDY KING
765-881-1611

Public Notice
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION 
TO CREDITORS

ESTATE NO. 
38C01-2511-EU-000032

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF JAY COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that  IAN
N. SMITH was on the 13th day of
November, 2025, appointed as
Personal Representative of the
ESTATE OF JUNE L. SMITH, de-
ceased, who died on the 27th day
of September, 2025.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or not
now due, must file the claim in
the Office of the Clerk of this Court
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months
after decedent’s death, whichever
is earlier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

DATED AT PORTLAND, 
INDIANA, THIS 14TH DAY OF

NOVEMBER, 2025
Melissa Elliott

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT FOR JAY COUNTY, 

INDIANA
CR 12-6,13-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Jay County, will hold a public 
hearing at 11:00 am on Decem-
ber 23, 2025 at the Portland Fire
Station, Council Chambers,
1616 N. Franklin St. in the city of
Portland, to investigate the pro-
priety of  holding an alcoholic
beverage permit by the appli-
cants listed herein. 

To watch the hearing, visit
https://www.in.gov/atc/public m
eetings/local board hearings

Appointed Board Members:
3 Terry Hanks 08/15/2016
1 Jim Zimmerman 03/29/2018
2 Willard R Micheau
03/23/2021

Members serve for one year and
until a successor is appointed
and qualified.
Board member one is ap-
pointed by the county commis-
sioners.
Board member two is ap-
pointed by the largest city or
town’s executive.
Board member three is ap-
pointed by the county council.

RR3842232 Beer & Wine Re-
tailer Restaurant RE-
NEWAL
Portland Pizza Hut, LLC 1502
N. Meridian  Portland IN
D/B/A PIZZA HUT
TODD HOLLMAN 7194 N.
329 E.  Huntington, President

CR 12-13-2025-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might

find in

The Commercial Review

Classifieds.
From a  new car to a new home,

to a new job, the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141

 The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery Comments or Problems?

Call our Circulation Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours: 10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys wrestling hosts ACAC

Duals – 9 a.m.; Girls wrestling at Northwestern
Dreamcatcher – 10 a.m.; Boys basketball at
New Castle – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling vs. Minster –
9 a.m.; Wrestling at Versailles – 9:30 a.m.;
Boys bowling vs. Minster – 1 p.m.; Boys bas-
ketball vs. Bradford – 6 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Swim at South Adams – 6

p.m.; Freshman boys basketball vs. St. Henry –
6 p.m.; Junior high boys basketball vs. Black-
ford – 6 p.m.; Junior high girls basketball at
Northside – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs. Anso-
nia (JV 2 quarters) – 6 p.m.; Freshman boys
basketball at St. Henry – 6:30 p.m.; Middle
school boys basketball vs. Parkway – 5 p.m.;
Middle school girls basketball at Memorial –
5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Swim at Delta – 6 p.m.; Boys

wrestling at Norwell – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball
vs. Blackford – 6 p.m.; Girls wrestling at South
Side – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swim in quad-meet at
South Adams – 6 p.m.; JV boys bowling at Min-

ster – 5 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball vs.
Randolph Southern – 5:30 p.m.

 TV schedule
Today

12 p.m. — College football: South Carolina
State at Prarie View A&M (ABC); Villanova at
Tarleton State (ESPN)

12 p.m. — Serie A soccer: Parma at Lazio
(CBS)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Iona at St.
John’s (TNT); DePaul at Wichita State (ESPNU);
Arkansas at Texas Tech (ESPN2); Michigan
State at Penn State (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer:
Burnley at Fulham (NBC)

12:30 p.m. — College basketball: Old
Dominion at George Mason (USA)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Old Dominion
at George Mason (USA)

1 p.m. — Horse racing: America’s Day at
the Races (FS1)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Jackson State
at Northwestern (BTN); Providence at Butler
(TNT); Cincinnati at Georgia (ESPNU)

2:30 p.m. — College basketball: George
Washington at Georgia (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — College football: Army at Navy
(CBS)

3 p.m. — College basketball: Kansas State
at Creighton (FOX)

3:30 p.m. — College basketball: Memphis

at Louisville (ESPN)
3:30 p.m. — College football: South Dakota

at Montana (ABC)
4 p.m. — College basketball: UC Davis at

Oregon (BTN)
4 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Okla-

homa at Oklahoma State (ESPNU)
4:30 p.m. — College basketball: Pittsburgh

at Villanova (TNT)
5:30 p.m. — College basketball: UConn at

Southern Cal (FOX)
6 p.m. — College basketball: Southern Utah

at Washington (BTN)
6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Louisiana Tech at LSU (ESPNU)
7 p.m. — College basketball: North Florida

at Dayton (CBS); Arizona State at Santa Clara
(TNT)

7:30 p.m. — College basketball: Indiana at
Kentucky (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College football: Boise State vs.
Washington (ABC)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Michigan at
Maryland (FOX); San Francisco at St. Louis
(FDSN Indiana); Rutgers at Seton Hall (FS1);
Ohio State at West Virginia (ESPNU)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball: Arizona at
Alabama (ESPN)

10 p.m. — College basketball: Mississippi
State at Utah (ESPNU)

11:30 p.m. — College basketball: UCLA at
Gonzaga (ESPN)

Sunday
12 a.m. — UFC: Kevin Vallejos at Giga

Chikadze (ESPN2)
12:30 a.m. — UFC: Manel Kape at Brandon

Royval (ESPN2)
7 a.m. — Women’s Super League soccer:

Brighton & Hove Albion at Chelsea (ESPN2)
9 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Crystal

Palace at Manchester City (NBC)
1 p.m. — NFL: Buffalo Bills at New England

Patriots (CBS); Cleveland Browns at Chicago Bears
(FOX)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Texas Southern
at Minnesota (BTN)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Baylor
at Texas (ABC)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Grant Thorton Invitational
(NBC)

1 p.m. — Horse racing: America’s Day at the
Races (FS1)

3 p.m. — NBA: Washington Wizards at Indiana
Pacers (FDSN Indiana)

3 p.m. — College basketball: Troy at UAB
(ESPN2); Western Michigan at Iowa (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — College basketball: Penn State at
South Carolina (ESPN); Kansas State at Creighton
(FS1)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: Indianapolis Colts at Seattle
Seahawks (CBS); Detroit Lions at Los Angeles
Rams (FOX)

5:30 p.m. — College basketball: Michigan

State at DePaul (FS1)
6 p.m. — NLL lacrosse: Rochester

Knighthawks at San Diego Seals (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — College basketball: Washington

State at USC (FS1)
8:20 p.m. — NFL: Minnesota Vikings at Dallas

Cowboys (NBC)

Monday
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Manchester

United at AFC Bournemouth (USA)
8 p.m. — NHL: Nashville Predators at St. Louis

Blues (FDSN Indiana)
8:15 p.m. — NFL: Miami Dolphins at Pittsburgh

Steelers (ESPN)

Tuesday
7 p.m. — College basketball: Louisville at Ten-

nessee (ESPN); South Carolina at Clemson
(ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: Edmonton Oilers at Pitts-
burgh Penguins (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — College football Salute to Vertans
Bowl: Troy vs. Jacksonville State (ESPN)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Towson at
Kansas (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — College basketball: Cal Poly at UCLA
(BTN)

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

details to sports@thecr.com

The Indians found some suc-
cess on the field and were
rewarded with a run in the
playoffs.

A month later, a pair of  Indi-
ans were recognized at the
state level.

Reece Wendel and Breaker
Jutte of  the Fort Recovery
High School football team were
both named to the Division VII
third team All-Ohio.

Wendel made it on the offen-
sive side of  the ball at the run-
ning back position. The senior
carried the ball 184 times
throughout the season to for
1,341 yards. He also punched in
14 touchdowns.

Jutte received honors for his
defensive work, earning a spot
as a linebacker.

Jutte made 75 tackles,
including 53 solo tackles.

Among them were 7.5 tackles
for a loss of  24.8 yards. Jutte
sacked opposing quarterbacks
2.5 times for 13.5 yards. He
broke up three passes and
intercepted one with a 14-yard
return. The junior also forced
one fumble.

Wendel and Jutte’s efforts
helped lead Fort Recovery to a
7-6 record and seventh in the
Midwest Athletic Conference
at 3-5. The Tribe only fell in the
regional semifinal to top-
ranked Marion Local.

Tribe falls
MARIA STEIN, Ohio — Brid-

get Homan had a career day,
but it wasn’t enough as the
Fort Recovery girls basketball
team fell to the Marion Local
Flyers 47-29 in the MAC opener
Thursday.

Homan posted a career-high
19 points. She made a pair of
baskets in the first and second
quarters and hit two free
throws as well for 10 first-half
points. She found the hoop
three more times in the third
quarter and went 2-for-3 at the
charity stripe, but only scored
one more point in the fourth.

Makenna Huelskamp was
the only other Indian to score
more than one basket.
Cameron Muhlenkamp, Pais-
ley Hart and Ivy Tobe scored

the other points for Fort Recov-
ery (0-6, 0-1 MAC).

Kate Ashman led Marion
Local (3-3, 1-1 MAC) with 12
points.

Smith stays strong
TROTWOOD, Ohio — Caleb

Smith continued his strong
start to the season as the Fort
Recovery swim team competed
at the Warrior Wayne Invite
hosted by Trotwood on Thurs-
day.

Smith broke his own school
record in the 100-yard breast-
stroke with a time of  1 minute,
9.09 seconds to claim second
and help the Tribe boys finish
13th of  19 teams with 58 points.
The girls gained 71 points for
11th of  19 schools. Bellbrook
won the boys meet with 317
points while 251 claimed the

top spot for Centerville.
Smith also finished third in

the 100 freestyle (56.31), while
Carson Fullenkamp claimed
fifth in the 200 individual med-
ley (2:27.24) and eighth in the
100 butterfly (1:05.22).

The girls also had four top-10
finishes. Two of  them belonged
to Livy Timmerman in the 100
freestyle (sixth – 1:03.62) and
the 200 IM (ninth – 2:51.61). The
other top-10 finish for the
FRHS girls came from Autumn
Leuthold in the 100 breast-
stroke, in which she claimed
ninth in 1:26.15.

The Indians opened the meet
with a seventh-place finish in
the 200 medley relay with a
team of  Claire Wenning,
Leuthold, Emily Boeckman
and Timmerman. They swam a
time of  2:18.64.

Fort Recovery
Roundup

Wendel, Jutte get All-Ohio honors

OSSIAN — The boys
won a majority of  their
events but the lack of
depth kept them from a
victory.

The girls got six of  the
12 first place finishes and
still managed to come
back to Portland with a
win.

The Jay County High
School girls swim team
managed a 99-84 victory
over the Norwell
Knights, while the boys
fell 94-89.

The JCHS girls won six
of  the 12 events. Maria
Laux claimed two of  the
victories including the
50-yard freestyle in 26.55
seconds and the 100
freestyle in 1 minute, 0.69
seconds.

The other wins for the
girls came from Elly
Bryum (100 butterfly),
Kali Wendel (200
freestyle), the 200
freestyle relay team and
the 400 freestyle relay
team. The Patriots also
had eight runner-up fin-
ishes and placed third
seven times.

Cooper Glentzer and
Grady Warvel led the Jay
County boys with two
wins each. Glentzer
topped the 100 butterfly

(56.94) and the 500
freestyle (5:19.15), while
Warvel won the 200 indi-
vidual medley (2:11.49)
and 100 freestyle (52.41).

The Patriot boys
claimed four more indi-
vidual victories.

Peyton Yowell (50
freestyle) and Carson
Westgerdes (100 breast-
stroke) claimed the indi-
vidual wins while the 200
medley relay and 200
freestyle relay teams also
topped the field.

Getting matches
NEW HAVEN — The

Jay County girls
wrestling team fell to the
New Haven Bulldogs 30-
24 on Thursday.

The Patriots (5-2) made

an effort to match girls
up so that they would be
able to wrestle matches,
resulting in the loss
rather than having girls
wrestle at their true
weight and taking for-
feits.

As a result, Jay County,
which was riddled with
injuries and illness, was
forced to take forfeits in
six weight classes, result-
ing in the loss.

No. 6 Katie Rowles and
Madison Gage both won
by pins in the 105 and 155-
pound weight classes.
The other two returning
Patriots from last year,
No. 8 Amara Crawford
and Maleah Parsons,
both took wins via for-
feit.

Boys split
BLUFFTON — The Jay

County Junior High
School boys basketball
team split with Bluffton
on Thursday evening.

The eighth grade team
edged out the Tigers for a
35-33 victory, while the
seventh graders fell 34-28.

Abram Lee led the
eighth graders with 13
points, while Finn Hem-
melgarn supported with
eight. Other Patriots to
score were Job Dirksen
(six), Eli Homan (four),
Dillon Dunnington (three)
and Bentley Comer (one).

Carson Pfeiffer powered
the seventh grade team
with 20 points, but didn’t
receive enough support
for the win. Sawyer Smit-

ley added five points,
while Calvin Jessup had
three.

Petro leads
Jay County Junior High

School’s girls basketball
teams split with the
Bluffton Tigers on Thurs-
day as the eighth graders
lost 43-10 and the seventh
graders won 32-26.

Gretchen Petro fueled
the win with 17 points.
Haley Comer and Kendall
Farr supported Petro with
nine and six points.

Arabella Link produced
the team-high for the
eighth grade team with
four points. Kyla Sims,
Kenzi Homan and
Mackenzie Coy all had one
bucket as well.

Jay County
Roundup

Jay Co. swim splits with Norwell Knights
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“I just think it was our

mental focus,” McIntire
said. “Obviously Adams
Central did what they
needed to do, but they
weren’t full-court press-
ing us or in a tight man-
do-man defense. I just
think we were making
poor decisions with the
basketball and we weren’t
ready to go.”

Along with the
turnovers, Jay County
struggled to finish. The
Patriots entered halftime
8-of-31 (25.8%) from the
field, including 6-of-21
(28.6%) from inside the
arc.

For the first seven min-
utes of  the second half,
JCHS didn’t manage to
make a dent in the lead,
trailing 35-27.

At that point, Hallie
Schwieterman began to
step up and take care of
the ball for the Patriots
and made an emphasis on
finding driving lanes to
either put up a shot or
find offense for her team-
mates.

“In the locker room,
coach said we need a
leader,” Hallie Schwieter-
man said. “I think, as an
upperclassman, that is
my job and as one of  our
leading scorers, that is
my job to take that
responsibility at times. …

“Playing the same
team, and they’re a con-
ference team, a bunch of
times, you learn their ten-
dencies. That team is real-
ly good at closing out on
shooters, but they leave a
lot of  gaps. So I was just
driving those gaps and if
they crash, kick it out, or
go up for layup or get
fouled. It’s whatever’s
working in that moment.”

As a result, Jay County
only finished with four
fourth quarter turnovers,
none of  which came from
Hallie Schwieterman.

She also fueled a 7-2 run
to end the third quarter.
Twice she found Eliza-
beth Brunswick on base-

line-out-of-bounds plays
sitting wide open at the
weak-side wing – the first
time Brunswick convert-
ed on a euro step and the
second she knocked down
a triple. Hallie Schwieter-

man also scored herself
on a baseline-out-of-
bounds play by driving
the baseline after the ball
reversed sides of  the
floor.

The final quarter

opened with a pair of
buckets by Demi Landis –
she had 10 points for the
Jets, trailing only Tenley
Hendricks with 12 – and
Karsyn Schwieterman,
who had a double-double

with 12 points and a
game-high 13 rebounds.

Shortly after, Hallie
Schwieterman gained the
Patriots their first lead
since 3-0 by getting fouled
after pushing the ball all
the way up the floor from
a missed free throw by
Jillian Brotherton and
then making a quick pull
up jumper. The junior
point guard finished with
game-high 22 points and
10 rebounds for a double-
double.

“A big key was keeping
Hallie from getting driv-
ing lanes,” said ACHS
coach Tim Hildebrand. “I
told the girls, it’s easier
said than done with her.
She is phenomenal in the
open court and when she
gets a chance to drive to
the basket. … We couldn’t
stop her but we tried to
limit it and I think early
on we did a better job of
that.”

After Schwieterman
earned the 40-39 lead,
JCHS padded the advan-
tage when Brunswick
exploited Adams Cen-
tral’s 2-3 zone by finding a
cutting Raylah Newton
on the weak-side out of
the high post.

Jay County went on to
hit 8-of-10 free throws to
maintain the lead, only
turning the ball over one
time, leading to a Hen-
dricks triple on an assist
from Ava Stafford.

Adams Central strug-
gled to handle Jay Coun-
ty’s defense in the fourth
quarter and without free
turnovers, the Jets only
managed eight points to
allow the comeback.

“Their defense did a
really good job making
things difficult for Ava
(Stafford) and Kate (Fish-
er) to get clean looks,”
Hildebrand said. “We had
other girls that were step-
ping up but just not
enough.”

While JCHS escaped
with the close victory, the
Patriots don’t want this
trend to continue and will

look to start off  games on
a better note.

“We just need to come out
in the first quarter ready to
play and I think we’ll be a
very, very good team,” Hal-
lie Schwieterman said. “We
started out slow, but I think
us pulling out that win says
a lot about our team our
mental part of  the game
and how locked in we can
get when we need it.”

Clean ...
Jay County Patriots

at Adams Central Jets

Girls varsity summary

Jay County (4-3, 1-0 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

KSchwtrmn 3-10 6-12 12
Newton 2-8 0-0 5
HSchwtrmn 7-23 8-9 22
Brunswick 3-5 2-4 9
Dirksen 0-2 0-0 0
May 0-1 0-0 0
Peters 1-6 0-0 2
Totals 16-55 16-25 50

.291 .640
Def. Rebound percentage: .725

Adams Central (4-6, 0-2 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Fisher 3-9 0-0 9
Brotherton 0-4 2-8 2
Hendricks 5-7 0-2 12
Isch 2-2 0-0 4
Stafford 3-17 2-4 8
Landis 5-15 0-2 10
Totals 18-54 4-16 45

.333 .250
Def. Rebound percentage: .523

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 11 11 12 16 — 50
Adms Cen17 11 9 8 — 45

3-point shooting: Jay County 3-
16 (Brunswick 1-1, Newton 1-4,
HSchwieterman 1-9, Dirksen 0-
2). Adams Central 5-22 (Fisher
3-7, Hendricks 2-4, Landis 0-5,
Stafford 0-6).

Rebounds: Jay County 51
(KSchwieterman 13, HSchwieter-
man 10, Dirksen 7, Brunswick 6,
Newton 5, Peters 4, Team 4, May
2). Adams Central 35 (Fisher 10,
Brotherton 7, Isch 5, Stafford 5,
Landis 3, Team 3, Hendricks 2).

Assists: Jay County 5 (HSchwi-
eterman, Brunswick, Dirksen,
May). Adams Central 11
(Stafford 4, Hendricks 3, Landis
3, Fisher).

Blocks: Jay County 3 (KSchwi-
eterman, HSchwieterman,
Peters). Adams Central 1 (Broth-
erton).

Personal fouls: Jay County 17
(Newton 4, Brunswick 3, Dirksen
3, KSchwieterman 2, May 2,
Peters 2, HSchweiterman).
Adams Central 16 (Fisher 4,
Hendricks 4, Landis 4, Brother-
ton 2, Isch 2).

Turnovers: Jay County 22.
Adams Central 15.

Box score

By THUC NHI NGUYEN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Lak-
ers star Austin Reaves has
been diagnosed with a
mild left calf  strain and
will be re-evaluated in
approximately one week,
the team said after practice
Friday.

The guard is averaging
27.8 points, 5.6 rebounds
and 6.7 assists and has led
the Lakers in total minutes
played this season as the
team weathered stretches
without stars LeBron
James and Luka Doncic.

Reaves responded with a
career start. He is ninth in
the NBA in scoring and
could be on track to earn
his first All-Star nod as he
enters a critical contract
decision this offseason.

Reaves will at least miss
Sunday’s game against the
Phoenix Suns, a road game
at Utah on Dec. 18 and a
game at the Clippers on
Dec. 20.

After another road game
against the Suns on Dec.
23, the Lakers begin a
stretch of  five consecutive
home games, starting with
a marquee Christmas Day
matchup against the Hous-
ton Rockets.

Continued from page 10
The firm’s investigation into the

entire situation will continue and
look into the way Moore’s firing was
handled and the culture of  the athlet-
ic department that allowed his rela-
tionship with a subordinate to go on,
along with other scandals that have
rocked the university in recent years,
a source with knowledge of  the inves-
tigation said.

Moore has subsequently been
charged with third-degree felony
home invasion and misdemeanor
stalking and breaking and entering

after he was arrested in Pittsfield
Township at the apartment of  the
staffer. He could spend up to five
years in prison on the home invasion
charge, which is the most serious of
the three.

In a statement released to the uni-
versity community late Thursday
evening, interim President Domeni-
co Grasso asked those with knowl-
edge of  the situation to email UMcon-
cerns@jenner.com. He praised the
university’s “swift and decisive
action” in firing Moore.

How long the investigation and

how much of  what Jenner & Block
the university will release is yet to be
known.

Moore’s case is the latest scandal to
hit the athletic department after the
football program won a national
championship under the cloud of  an
elaborate sign-sealing scandal orches-
trated by low-level staffer Connor
Stalions that led to multiple game
suspensions that season for then-
head coach Jim Harbaugh, who did
not cooperate with NCAA investiga-
tors, and one for Moore, who was then
the team’s offensive coordinator.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County center Charlee Peters puts up a bunny off a pass from
Natalie May during Friday’s 50-45 victory. Peters ripped down seven rebounds
as the Patriots outplayed Adams Central on the glass 51-25.

Probe ...

Reaves
to miss
a week
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FRHS boys basketball suf-
fered its first loss Friday, 
see story below

Jay County boys basketball
travels to New Castle today,

see Sports on tap

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians held their
own in the first and even
won the third quarter. But
the Tribe got simply out-
played in the second and
fourth periods as they
dropped their first Mid-
west Athletic Conference
game of  the season.

The Fort Recovery High
School boys basketball
team struggled in the even
quarter on Friday as it
dropped the MAC opener
to the Marion Local Flyers
53-39.

Fort Recovery (3-1, 0-1
MAC) trailed the Flyers (1-
0, 1-0 MAC) by six after the
first quarter but after
scoring just six in the sec-
ond, they entered halftime
down 26-16. FRHS won the
third period 15-9 but could-
n’t take advantage as Mar-
ion Local dropped 18
points in the final eight

minutes to claim the
game.

Grant Fortkamp led the
Indians with 11 points.
Seven of  those points
came in the opening peri-
od, with the other four
coming in the third.

Breaker Jutte and
Brody Barga followed with
nine and eight points,
respectively. Hudson Over-
man contributed five
points, Braylon Dilworth
contributed four and Col-
son Post found the bucket
once for two.

Braden Mescher led all
scorers with 17 points for
MLHS. He was held score-
less in the third quarter
but made two or more
buckets in the other three.
Kale Ahrens supported
Mescher with 13 points,
while Grant Kremer and
Luke Everman each added
eight.

Tribe suffers
first loss to
Marion Local

By SARAH ATWOOD
The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

The University of
Michigan board has
authorized the law firm
Jenner & Block to expand
its investigation into the
“situation” around for-
mer football coach Sher-
rone Moore’s firing,
according to two sources
familiar with the board’s
plan but not authorized to
speak publicly.

The Chicago-based law
firm was previously
hired to investigate the
allegations against the
head football coach weeks
ago, when the board first
heard the rumors, the two
sources told The Detroit
News on Friday. After
enough evidence was

gathered, Moore was
fired by Athletic Director
Warde Manuel for having
an inappropriate rela-
tionship with a staff
member.

Jenner & Block is the
same firm the universi-
ty’s board hired to inves-
tigate the allegations of
former President Mark
Schlissel’s relationship
with a university employ-
ee. The board fired Schlis-
sel, who denied there was
a “physical relationship,”
but wrote a letter of  apol-
ogy as part of  a settle-
ment with the university
that said he showed poor
judgment in having the
“close personal relation-
ship” with a university
staffer.

See Probe page 9

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MONROE — The Patriots
played sloppily in the first half.

Despite racking up more
turnovers than made shots in
the first two periods, their size
and speed kept them within
striking distance of  the Jets. So
when the elder Schwieterman
stepped up and took ownership
of  the rock and the Patriots
started applying pressure, the
Jets’ engines started to falter.

Jay County High School’s
girls basketball team took better
care of  the ball in the fourth
quarter to secure a comeback
victory over the Adams Central
Jets in Friday’s Allen County
Athletic Conference opener 50-
45.

“I was disappointed in the fact
that we started out so poorly,
and weren’t just ready to go,”
said JCHS coach Sherri McIn-
tire, whose team went down 13-5
with two minutes remaining in
the first quarter. “But very
proud of  the kids and how we
gutted it out. We came out in the
second half  and played with a
lot of  grit, and did the things
that we needed to and stepped
up and hit free throws when we
needed them.”

The Patriots’ biggest issue
came in the form of  turnovers
as they coughed up possession
of  the ball 12 times in the first 16
minutes. 

A majority of  the Jay County
turnovers didn’t come as the
result of  defensive pressure
from the Jets (4-6, 0-2 ACAC), but
rather as the result of  poor pass-
ing. As a result, Adams Central
only managed to score eight
points in transition against Jay
County (4-3, 1-0 ACAC) in the
first two quarters.

See Clean page 9

Clean fourth quarter
Patriots limit mistakes in fourth quarter to pull off comeback 

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School’s Claudia Dirksen reaches to try and steal the ball away from Ava Stafford of Adams Central
during the 50-45 victory on Friday. The Patriots struggled with turnovers through the first three quarters but a late run in the
third quarter and some strong defense fueled a comeback in the Allen County Athletic Conference opener for JCHS.

Michigan will
expand probe


