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A Cookies and Cocoa with
Santa event is scheduled for 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 6, at
The Life Center of  Jay County,
1209 S. Shank St., Portland. The
event will include a cookie walk
fundraiser.

In review

The Santa House in the
east 100 block of  Main Street
in Portland will be open from
5 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.
It will be available to the
public to visit with Santa,
take pictures and share their
holiday wishes. The house
will also be open from 5 to
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12.

In review Coming up
Friday — Coverage of  this

week’s joint county commis-
sioners and council meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
team’s game against Woodlan.

Tuesday — Details from
Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  29 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 19.

Tonight’s low will dip to 3.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Friday with a high in the
upper 20s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Baseball and softball fields
are set to get upgrades.

The Portland Park Board
approved funding to help pay
for replacing and upgrading
fences at the baseball and soft-
ball fields at Weiler-Wilson
Park.

Board president Brian Ison
explained that fences have been
on the list of  needs for the
parks system but did not fit into
the 2025 budget. Parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds noted bent
and broken poles as well as
other problems that could
cause safety issues for those
using the fields. He said he feels
the work needs to be done.

Matt Ransom, president of
Portland Junior League, agreed
with Reynolds’ assessment, not-
ing holes in some fences and
rusty poles. He told the park

board that the organization
agreed to pay up to half  of  the
about $10,500 in proposed fenc-
ing work.

Noting that junior league has
other field improvements it is
looking to fund and that the
organization brings in tourism
dollars to the community via
its tournaments, Ison proposed
that the park board contribute
$7,500 toward the project.

His fellow park board mem-
bers agreed, with Jennifer

Weitzel, Kyle Carpenter and
Emily Goodrich joining him in
voting in favor of  the funding.
(Board member Michael Brew-
ster was absent from the meet-
ing.)

The board also briefly dis-
cussed projects and needs for
2026. Ison asked parks manager
Ronnie Reynolds to get quotes
for potential purchases, such as
new umbrellas, related to Port-
land Water Park.

See Fence page 2

Fence upgrades OK’d

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Portland Park Board approved $7,500 Tuesday
toward fence replacement and improvements for the baseball
and softball diamonds at Weiler-Wilson Park. Pictured is a
section of fence that is no longer properly connected, one of
several safety issues mentioned during Tuesday’s meeting.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana will begin allowing
some state employees to bring
their infants to work under a
pilot program announced Tues-
day by Gov. Mike Braun and
detailed in a newly issued policy.

The move comes months after
Braun’s administration ended
hybrid schedules for most state
workers and rescinded thou-
sands of  remote-work agree-
ments as part of  a broader
return-to-office directive that
requires employees to report in-
person unless granted narrow
exceptions.

The “Family First Workplace”
initiative has already launched
for staff  in the governor’s office,
the Indiana Department of
Health and the State Personnel

Department, according to
Braun’s announcement. 

The governor said the effort is
part of  Indiana’s commitment
“to strengthening families, sup-
porting parents in the workforce,
and promoting healthy early
childhood development.”

“Indiana is going to lead the
nation in pro-family policy. The
parental bonding that happens in
the first months of  a child’s life
are irreplaceable, and our new

Family First Workplace pilot pro-
gram helps parents stay connect-
ed to their newborns while con-
tinuing their careers,” Braun
said in the news release. “Indiana
is building a culture that puts
families first.” 

The governor’s announcement
followed an executive order
issued earlier this year
that expanded paid childbirth
leave and parental leave, as well
as paid leave for state employees

who experience a stillbirth or
infant loss.

The new, four-page policy offi-
cially took effect Dec. 2 and aims
to “provide a framework for a
pilot program that will allow par-
ents to bring their infants to the
workplace where operational
needs and the environment make
such opportunities feasible, safe,
and effective without impeding
productivity,” according to the
document.

The policy states that time
spent with parents in the first six
months of  a child’s life “is impor-
tant to their health and wellbe-
ing, and that having opportuni-
ties to have their infants nearby
can generate higher morale,
increase job satisfaction, and
motivate higher productivity in
employees who are new parents.”

See Newborn page 2

By DANA KHRAICHE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Lebanon and Israel sent
negotiators to join a rare
summit to address ten-
sions surrounding last
year’s ceasefire with
Hezbollah, following fears
that the militant group is
attempting to rearm.

The Lebanese presiden-
cy named former ambas-
sador to the U.S. Simon
Karam as head of  the
country’s delegation,
while Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office said he instructed a
representative to attend
the talks overseen by
the U.S.-led committee
supervising the truce.

The Wednesday negotia-
tions follow weeks of  esca-
lating Israeli strikes
on Hezbollah targets
in Lebanon, culminating
in last month’s assassina-
tion of  the Iran-backed
militia’s chief  of  staff  in
Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs. That raised fears of
another fully-fledged
Israeli military campaign
after 2024’s fierce conflict,
which officially ended a
year ago with
a U.S. and France-mediat-
ed truce agreement.

While the agenda of  the
meeting hasn’t been made
public, the meeting could
set a precedent for direct
talks
between Lebanon and Isra
el, which are technically
at a state of  war.

The Israel-Hezbollah
truce established a so-
called Cessation of  Hostil-
ities Implementation
Mechanism, which has
met regularly in the south-
ern Lebanese town of
Naqoura to follow up with
both sides on the imple-
mentation of  the deal.

Under the
terms, Lebanon agreed to
prevent attacks on Israel,
dismantle Hezbollah’s
infrastructure and work
toward deploying state
troops in the south of  the
country. 

See Talks page 2

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Hauling off
City of Portland crews work to clear snow Wednesday morning at the intersection of Main and Commerce streets

in Portland. Snow piled up in the downtown area from Monday night’s storm was loaded into trucks and hauled to Weiler-
Wilson Park. There was a chance of snow Wednesday night, with minimal accumulation expected.

Discussions
focus on

tensions about
ceasefire

Israel,
Lebanon
involved
in talks

Newborn pilot program launched

Initiative allows state employees
to bring newborns to the office

Park board will cover $7,500,
with Portland Junior League to
handle remaining project costs

Coming up
Saturday — Coverage of  the

Jay County boys basketball
game against Delta.

Tuesday — Details from
Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Kathleen Medsker, 101,
Greenfield

Suzanne Fields, 66, rural
Portland

Barbara Bergman, 70, Fort
Recovery

Details on page 2.

In review

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will have
recycling trailers from 8 to 11
a.m. Saturday across from
Pennville Fire Station and 9
a.m. to noon in the parking lot
at 220 Lincoln St., Portland.

Deaths Weather
The temperature stayed

between 34 and 44 degrees
Wednesday in Jay County.

Tonight’s low will be in the
low 20s with winds gusting to
25 mph after midnight. Expect
mostly cloudy skies Saturday
with a high in the lower 40s and
continued windy conditions.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A paving project will
require layout changes that
will lead to replacing run-
way lighting.

Airport officials hope to
parlay those modifications
into new lighting for the
entire runway.

Jason Clearwaters of
engineering firm Butler,
Fairman and Seufert
explained during Wednes-
day’s Portland Board of
Aviation meeting plans to
push for the new lighting to
be part of  the federally
funded project.

Butler, Fairman &
Seufert is working on the
design of  a project to mill
and pave the original 4,000
feet of  the airport’s run-
way. (In 2022, the airport’s
runway was extended to
5,500 feet.) He explained to
the aviation board that the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration is now requiring
any pavement-related proj-
ects to meet modern geom-
etry standards. In the case
of  Portland’s runway, that
will require some of  the
turning radii for connec-
tors between the runway
and taxiway to be widened.
As a result, several lights
would need to be moved
and several new ones
installed.

Clearwaters said he’d
like to try to leverage those
required changes into a
larger project to replace all
of  the runway’s existing
incandescent lights with
LEDs and upgrade related
wiring. Such a project
would modernize the facili-
ty’s 30-year-old lighting sys-
tem.

“I’m going to push as
hard as I can to get a whole
new runway lighting sys-
tem done at the same
time,” he said, noting that
it is becoming difficult to
find incandescent lights.

See LEDs page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Updates to Fort Recovery
Local Schools facilities are in
the works over the next 10 years.

Fort Recovery School Board
approved a 10-year capital plan
Monday.

Superintendent Tony Stahl
explained the plan includes the
culmination of  capital efforts
started in 2024. The plan serves
as a living document, including
information about work com-
pleted since the district began
an initial facilities review with
architectural firm Garmann
Miller last year.

The plan runs through a quick
overview of  the district’s facili-
ties, which include Fort Recov-
ery Elementary/Middle School,
Fort Recovery High School, The
LeFevre Family Athletic Com-
plex, Jerome & Maurice
Grieshop Athletic Training
Facility, Barrenbrugge Athletic

Park and the district’s bus barn
and maintenance building.

It also lays out a timeline.
School board approved a con-
tract with Garmann Miller in
February 2024. It also updated
its culture and commitment
guide in September 2024, adding
a goal to “maintain 80% of  capi-
tal outlay projects” in reserve
for future repairs and needs.
Other main items on the time-
line include the board’s decision
in January to establish two capi-
tal funds for athletics and high

school expenses and the board
approving a facility review of
the football stadium in October.

Capital projects have already
been in the works since Stahl
started as superintendent in
August 2023. Upgrades to the ele-
mentary and middle school’s
heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning system were complet-
ed over the summer.

The document lays out proj-
ects over the course of  the next
10 years. 

See Plan page 2

Facilities plan approved

Officials
will push for
new lighting

as part of
paving work

Airport
seeking
to add
LEDs to
project

District plans upgrades for
Barrenbrugge Athletic Park,

roofing and bus barn

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Sanderson shuffle
First grader Gracie Sanderson raises her hands while singing in Bloomfield Elementary School’s Christmas

concert practice Thursday at East Jay Elementary School.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Thompson tune
Members of the junior high choir, including

Finley Thompson (foreground left) perform Sunday
during the Fort Recovery Local Schools Christmas Choir
Concert. The junior high choir’s selections included “Hot
Chocolate” and “Believe” from “The Polar Express.”

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Unemployment stayed
below 4% for the third con-
secutive month.

Data that the Indiana
Department of  Workforce
Development released last
week shows Jay County
had an unemployment rate
of  3.4% in September.

The report, which typi-
cally would have come out
in October, was delayed
because of  the federal gov-
ernment shutdown, which
ran from Oct. 1 through
Nov. 12. The shutdown dis-
rupted data collection and
processing at the U.S.
Bureau of  Labor Statistics.

Reports for October were

canceled in some cases. The
department of  workforce
development calendar calls
for releasing its report for
November on Friday.

Jay County’s rate was
down by 0.5 percentage
points in September. It was
0.1 percentage points high-
er than the same month last
year.

The local rate has been

below 4% for each of  the
last three months that
data is available — 3.8%
in July, 3.9% in August
and 3.4% in September.

The improvement was
similar throughout the
region, with most coun-
ties seeing their rates
drop by about one-half
percent. Wells County’s
rate dipped by that mar-

gin and is now the sec-
ond-lowest in the state at
2.9%.

Delaware County had
the worst rate in the
region at 3.9%, tied for
10th-highest.

The state saw improve-
ment in unemployment
rates as well, with Indi-
ana dipping to 3.5% from
4% in August.

Union County was the
only county with an
unemployment rate lower
than Wells County, com-
ing in at 2.6%.

Howard County again
had the highest unem-
ployment rate in Indiana
at 5.5%. Lake County was
next at 4.6%.

All but nine counties
came in lower than 4%.

Area unemployment
rates are as follows:

Adams County: 3.3%,
down 0.2 percentage points,
tied for 31st-lowest

Blackford County: 3.8%,
down 1.5 percentage points,
tied for 12th-highest

Delaware County: 3.9%,
down 0.6 percentage points,
10th-highest

Jay County: 3.4%, down
0.5 percentage points, tied
for 42nd-lowest

Randolph County: 3.5%,
down 0.5 percentage points,
tied for 31st-highest

Wells County: 2.9%,
down 0.5 percentage points,
tied for second-lowest

Unemployment stayed below 4%
Reports were delayed
because of shutdown
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Kathleen Medsker
July 22, 1924-Dec. 15, 2025

Kathleen Prescott Medsker,
101, a former Jay County resi-
dent, passed away
Monday at
Crowne Pointe in
Greenfield.

Kathleen was
born on July 22,
1924, in rural
Portland, the
daughter of  For-
est and Maggie
(Baldauf) Greaf.
She graduated from Portland
High School in 1941 and was for-
merly employed at G.C. Murphy
in Portland. Kathleen attended
Salamonia Christian Church in
Salamonia, West Walnut
Church of  Christ in Portland
and Morristown Methodist
Church in Morristown. She was

a member of  the Portland Opti-
mist Club.

She spent several years living
in Lakeland, Florida, where she
enjoyed playing shuffleboard.
Kathleen also loved quilting and
ice cream and cherished time
spent with her family.

Kathleen married Harold
Prescott on Sept. 15, 1944. He pre-
ceded her in death on Oct. 15,
1988. She later married Paul
Medsker on June 10, 1995, and he
passed away on Oct. 21, 2011.

Survivors include:
Her children — Sharon Wright

(husband: Lloyd), Portland, and
Becky Lowe (husband: Grant),
Greenfield 

One brother — Clarence Greaf
(wife: Carol), Knoxville, Ten-
nessee 

Five grandchildren and 11
great-grandchildren

She was preceded in death by
three children, Harold Eugene
Prescott, Larry Prescott and
Catherine Prescott. 

Visitation will be from 4 to 7
p.m. Monday at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland. Funeral serv-
ices will be at 11 a.m. Tuesday at
the funeral home with one hour
of  visitation prior to the service.
Pastor Gil Alicea will officiate
and burial will follow at Salamo-
nia Cemetery. 

Memorials may be directed to
Hemophilia of  Indiana. 

Suzanne Fields
Feb. 10, 1959-Dec. 16, 2025

Suzanne Fields, age 66, of  rural
Portland passed away Tuesday
evening, Dec. 16, 2025, in Envive
Healthcare in Berne, Indiana. 

She was born in Portland on

Feb. 10, 1959, the
daughter of
Thomas and
Annabelle (Corle)
Lyons. 

Suzanne had
lived in Florida
for several years
and had worked
for All Pro in San-
ford, Florida. She was a 1977 Jay
County High School graduate
and member of  Eagles Lodge.
She enjoyed arts and crafts espe-
cially candle and soap making.

Surviving are her son Cody
Fields of  Lake Mary, Florida;
her uncle John Lyons of  Port-
land; and two cousins. 

She was preceded in death by
a sister, Christie Joy.

There will be no services at
this time.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home

in Portland is handling the
arrangements.

Memorials can be made to
Midwest Pet Refuge in Portland.

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Barbara L Bergman, Fort
Recovery, March 13, 1955-Dec. 15,
2025. A Mass of  Christian Burial
will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 20, at St. Joseph Catholic
Church.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Medsker

Fields

Lotteries

CR almanac

45/24 31/19 39/34 48/37 58/47
Cloudy

skies are in
the forecast
for Saturday
when the low
may hit 24.

Evening
showers are
expected
Wednesday,
when temper-
atures may
hit a warmer
58.

Sunday’s
forecast shows
sunny skies
with a high
around 31
degrees.

Monday
looks to be
mostly cloudy
with tempera-
tures in the
30s.

Saturday
12/20

Sunday
12/21

Monday
12/22

Tuesday
12/23

Wednesday
12/24

Powerball
25-33-53-62-66
Power Ball: 17
Power Play: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$1.5 billion

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $90

million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-9-3
Daily Four: 6-1-9-1
Quick Draw: 1-7-9-21-

23-25-30-32-39-45-51-53-54-
57-61-62-68-69-72-77

Evening
Daily Three: 9-7-0

Daily Four: 5-8-6-1
Quick Draw: 5-10-13-

19-22-24-26-29-30-32-34-36-
40-45-50-59-62-69-72-75

Cash 5: 6-13-16-23-44
Estimated jackpot:

$198,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-9-1
Pick 4: 1-7-8-8
Pick 5: 0-0-8-9-1
Evening
Pick 3: 7-4-7
Pick 4: 7-7-8-0
Pick 5: 5-5-0-5-3
Rolling Cash: 22-29-31-

38-39
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.64
Jan. corn ..................4.62

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.62
Jan. corn ..................4.54
Feb. corn ..................4.49

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.49
Jan. corn ..................4.49
Beans ......................10.43
Jan. beans ..............10.46

Wheat ...................... 4.63

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.44
Jan. corn ..................4.44
Beans ......................10.46
Jan. beans ..............10.46
Wheat ......................4.78

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.59
Jan. corn ..................4.54
Beans ......................10.18
Jan. beans ..............10.18
Wheat ......................4.58

In 1154, Henry II
was crowned King of
England. He ruled for
34 years. 

In 1776, Thomas
Paine published the
first installment in
“The American
Crisis,” a pamphlet
series published
during the American
Revolution in order to
boost morale among
soldiers. 

In 1843, Charles
Dickens published “A

Christmas Carol,”
selling 6,000 copies at
the time. The classic
story about a
curmudgeonly old
man, Ebenezer
Scrooge, finding a new
perspective on life has
been retold countless
times with various
movie and theatre
adaptations. 

In 1941, Adolf  Hitler
took control of  the
German Army. 

— The CR

Cloudy
skies, with
the high
reaching the
mid 40s.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, district
office, 5948 W. Indiana 67,
Portland

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council public
hearing and regular

meeting, town hall, 105
N. Washington St.

Jan. 5
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Continued from page 1
“The runway’s closed.

We’ve got to mill it, we’ve
got to overlay it, fix
cracks. What better
time?”

He estimated the cost at
$200,000 to $300,000,
which, if  approved, would
be covered 95% by the
FAA. (Indiana Depart-
ment of  Transportation
and the city would each be
responsible for 2.5%,
which would amount to
$10,000 to $15,000 based on
projected costs.) The
paving project was origi-
nally estimated at $1.52
million, but that cost is
expected to go up with the
need to change the turn-
ing radii.

The project is part of
the airport’s ongoing
improvement efforts,
which have included the

runway extension, apron
expansion and hangar
upgrades. Work that is in
the facility’s capital
improvement plan for the
future includes installing
a new automated weather
observing station, rehabil-
itating the apron, upgrad-
ing the taxiway, adding
hangar space and con-
structing a wildlife fence.

Aviation board mem-
bers Faron Parr, Clyde
Bray, John Ferguson and
Caleb Lutes were support-
ive of  the idea.

Clearwaters said he will
update board members on
the project at their Janu-
ary meeting.

They also approved a
$16,713.20 pay request
from Butler, Fairman and
Seufert for work related to
the design of  the paving
project, which is sched-

uled to go out for bid in
the early spring.

The board also handled
the final administrative
steps on the apron expan-
sion project that was com-
pleted this fall. Clearwaters
reported that the work
passed its final inspection.

Board members then
approved the release of
$47,877.77 in retainage to
contractor Kwest Group. It
also approved a change
order for a reduction of
$7,941.72 because the proj-
ect came in under budget. 

Three different FAA
grants were used to cover
the bulk of  the $957,555.43
project. The board
approved reimbursement
requests totaling $81,247.10
for those grants.

The board also approved
the FAA final acceptance
document.

In other business, the
board:

•Heard from airport man-
ager Hal Tavzel that
Schmitt Foam came in with
the lowest of  three quotes
— $15,776 for added spray
foam insulation to a hangar
at the airport. The compa-
ny is expected to handle the
work in January.

•OK’d leasing storage
space for snow removal
equipment from airport
neighbor Chuck Denney at
a rate of  $1,500 for three
months.

•Learned from Tavzel
that the airport sold 7,803
gallons of  fuel in November
for $32,929.79. That’s up sig-
nificantly from 4,973 gal-
lons in November 2024 and
4,571 gallons in November
2023.

•Approved claims total-
ing $17,091.53.

LEDs ...

Continued from page 1
Future projects could

include updates to Barren-
brugge Park in partnership
with Fort Recovery Athlet-
ic Boosters, as well as other
updates to buildings, such
as roofing and envelope
maintenance to both the
elementary and middle
school and high school
buildings. If  the district
were to complete each proj-
ect on the list, it would
come to an estimated $10.75
million. 

School board member
Sean Kahlig confirmed
Monday’s decision didn’t
signal formal approval for
each project on the list but
rather approved the plan-
ning process. Stahl pointed
out final approval for any
project will need to be voted
on by school board mem-
bers in the future.

In other business,

school board members
Mitch Fullenkamp, Nick
Wehrkamp, Don Wendel,
Kahlig and LeFevre:

•Agreed to hold an orga-
nizational meeting at 6
p.m. Jan. 12, with the reg-
ular monthly meeting to
follow, and elected Don
Wendel as president pro-
tem for the meeting.

•Heard from Stahl
school officials may look
into whether to adjust
school start and end times
in future years. The 2026-
27 school calendar year
will not be impacted, with
the discussion to begin
sometime next year.

•Learned the district’s
membership with Ohio
School Boards Associa-
tion has increased by
$200, or a total $4,319 for
next year. Stahl told the
board it could decide
whether to renew its

membership at the next
meeting.

•Approved the following:
continuing to employ
Kristy Wehrkamp as a clas-
sified substitute teacher
next semester, with Nick
Wehrkamp abstaining; a
$500,000 transfer from the
general fund to the perma-
nent improvement fund; an
overnight trip for the FFA
Ag Technology and
Mechanical Systems team
to attend state finals at
Ohio State Agricultural
Technical Institute in
Wooster, Ohio, retroactive
to Dec. 10 and 11.

•Reappointed Fort Recov-
ery Public Library
trustees.

•Accepted the following
as volunteer coaches: Bran-
don Schoen as junior high
basketball, Kylie Post as
assistant softball coach
(and accepted her resigna-

tion as high school reserve
softball coach), Riggs Tobe
as baseball assistant coach,
Ben Will as baseball assis-
tant coach, Isaac Osterfeld
as junior high track assis-
tant coach and Kylee Sutter
and Mindy Bubp as swim
coaches.

•Hired Gavin Faller as
baseball reserve coach and
Madalin Romer as a classi-
fied substitute.

•Rescinded approval for
volunteer coach Lisa Huels-
man and hired her as a soft-
ball reserve coach.

•Recognized Leah
Weubker for making the
Ohio Music Education
Association All-State Choir.

•Accepted a $4,000 dona-
tion from Win on the
Wabash to the high school
principal account and a
$6,430 donation from Fort
Recovery Athletic Boosters
to athletics.

Today
Schwartz, Irene: 9 a.m.,

Schwartz residence, 998 W. 850
South, Geneva.

Stigleman, Sarah: 6 p.m.,
MJS Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian
St., Redkey.

Saturday, Dec. 20
Bergman, Barbara: 10 a.m.,

1689 St. Joe Road, Fort Recov-
ery.

Tuesday, Dec. 23
Medsker, Kathleen: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com
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Passing crash
Damage is estimated between

$10,000 and $25,000 after a Pennville
woman attempted to pass a Portland
man while he was turning at the
intersection of  county road 100 North
and U.S. 27, causing an accident about
3:30 p.m. Tuesday.

Kamylee Stephens, 21, was driving
a 2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee west on
the road. She told police the 2020

Chevrolet Traverse in front of  her
was motionless, so she attempted to
pass on the left. As she overtook the
vehicle, driver Larry Jacobs, 65,
began turning south into a parking
lot and crashed into Stephens.

Turning accident
A Berne woman lost control of  her

car and hit another Berne woman’s
vehicle at the intersection of  North

and Park streets in Portland about 6
a.m. Monday.

Reba Wendel, 20, was driving a 2024
Kia Sportage east on North Street
when she attempted to turn south
onto Park Street. Her car began slid-
ing on the slick surface and crashed
into a 2019 Chevrolet Malibu driven
by 35-year-old Jessica Gentis.

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000.

Capsule Reports

Plan ...



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

MUSEUM — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third
Friday and Saturday of
each month at Webster
Depot, 132 W. Railroad St.

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. To learn more infor-

mation, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
MUSEUM — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third
Friday and Saturday of
each month at Webster
Depot, 132 W. Railroad St.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at

510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United

Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of  the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank St.,
Portland. Hours are 1 to 5
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636. 

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. 

\DEAR ABBY: I’m a 55-year-
old man who dated a very spe-
cial lady, “Dawn,” for 12 years.
We were both married when we
met. I fell in love with her, and
after we divorced our spouses,
we continued being together. 

I have two kids. Dawn didn’t
get along with the older one. My
daughter wasn’t rude, but she
obviously didn’t like Dawn. I
proposed to Dawn, and she
accepted. Over the next few
months, she became agitated
and threw her engagement ring

back at me. I kept it until we fig-
ured things out. 

Two years later, Dawn ghost-
ed me. I was hurt, so I gave her
space. (We reconciled five

months later.) Three years later,
I finally trusted her enough to
ask her about getting married.
Then, right at Christmas, she
ghosted me again. Six months
later, nothing. I texted her after
four months to no avail. 

I am now in therapy. Abby, I
don’t know how to move for-
ward. Sometimes I get these
divine messages, signs, dreams,
etc. I hesitate to label anyone,
but I wonder if  I’m dealing with
a woman who has a commit-
ment phobia. What should I do

now? I have respectfully not
contacted her except once. I am
heartbroken. I’m not asking if  I
should wait around. I’m living
my life. But these divine mes-
sages and signs have me won-
dering. — DESTROYED IN VIR-
GINIA

DEAR DESTROYED: I am
pleased you are now in ther-
apy, because it is where you
belong. I don’t know what
your daughter picked up on
about Dawn, but perhaps you
should ask her. If  you do, it

may give you some insight.
Your therapist may be able
to explain what Dawn’s prob-
lem is, but whatever it is, it
is no longer your problem. 

Those dreams, signs and
messages you are receiving
are not divine; they are
proof  that your subcon-
scious still hasn’t let go of
the fantasy about a future
with her. If, heaven forbid,
the woman contacts you
again, RUN in the opposite
direction!

Fort Recovery’s annual
tree festival has started.

Fort Festival of  Trees
continues this week during
normal business hours at
Fort Recovery Public
Library. Patrons may cast a
vote for one of  19 decorated
trees on display. The tree
with the most votes earns
the title of  People’s Choice
Award, and the decorator’s
name is added to a plaque

at the library. Library
hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Mondays and Wednes-
days, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tues-
days, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Fri-

days and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays. 

The library’s hours on
Dec. 31 are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The library is closed on
Dec. 24, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

Next generation
Indiana high school sen-

iors and college students
pursuing careers in teach-
ing may now apply for the
Next Generation Hoosier

Educators Scholarship. The
renewable scholarship
established in 2016 pays
$10,000 per year up to four
years for students commit-
ting to teaching in Indiana
for at least five years. 

Scholarships will be
awarded to students who
have graduated or will
graduate from an Indiana
school. Applicants must
also rank in the top 20% of

their high school graduat-
ing class, have a top 20%
ACT or SAT score, or have
a cumulative grade point
average of  at least a 3.0 on
a 4.0 scale. 

The 2026-2027 application
is available online at schol-
artrack.che.in.gov through
Feb. 28. Applicants will be
notified of  their scholar-
ship status by April 2026.
For questions, email the

Indiana Commission for
Higher Education at Next-
Teacher@che.in.gov.

Blue Christmas
Trinity Lutheran

Church will host a Blue
Christmas prayer service
this month. The service
begins at 7 p.m. Dec. 22 at
the church, 301 Wayne St.,
Fort Recovery.  The public
is invited to attend.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Fort Festival of Trees kicks off at library

Character Counts
Second graders at East Elementary

School received recognition for
demonstrating responsibility. Pictured in
the front row from left are Jake Rowles,
Lillian Stanton and Duke Steed. In the
second row are Alanis Garcia, Ava Atkinson
and Bexley Brunswick. Not pictured is Leo
Esquivel.

Taking
Note

Man sees ‘signs’ amid relationship heartache
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Photo provided



Page 4 Opinion The Commercial Review
Friday, December 19, 2025

VOLUME 151–NUMBER 163
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and six holidays (New Year’s Day,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving
and Christmas — holidays are observed on Tuesday when
they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic Printing Co. Inc., 309
W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371. Periodical postage paid
(USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Commercial Review, 309 W. Main St., P.O. Box
1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call (260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

RAY COONEY
President, editor and publisher

LOUISE RONALD
Board chair

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12;

13 weeks – $37; six months – $70; one year – $125.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13

weeks – $45; six months – $76; one year – $144.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $14; 13 weeks – $51; six months –

$83; one year – $156.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

By MORTON J. MARCUS
Exclusive report: Santa dis-

tressed by constraints on tradi-
tional privileges. Annual visits
possibly delayed or eliminated.
Negotiations still in progress.

Yes, that’s what I learned on
my usual December visit to
meet with Elvin Elfenhousen,
the majordomo of  Santa’s work-
shop. Elvin looked tired and
unusually anxious as he said,
“The Boss is tired and unusual-
ly anxious.”

“What’s the trouble?” I asked.
“What isn’t?” was his terse

reply. But he continued, “Tar-
iffs! The goofs in D.C. want us to
pay tariffs on the goods we
deliver. All our gifts are made
right here in our North Pole
workshops.”

“That means they are import-
ed,” I clarified.

“From where?” he quizzed.
“This place is not part of  any
country. We are not subject to
U.S., Canadian, Norwegian or
Russian regulation. But Wash-
ington wants us to pay tariffs
as if  we were in a foreign coun-
try.

“But there’s more,” he con-
tinued. “Our products carry no
price. So 2% or 50% of  what is
the expected payment to the
U.S. Treasury? No other coun-
try has ever imposed tariffs on

us. The only compensation
received are the cookies and
milk Santa gets on his visits.”

Elvin paused, the wrinkles
on his brow deepening. He then
sighed and said, “The U.S.
Department of  Labor wants to
inspect our workshops for
health and safety violations.
It’s preposterous; we don’t work
as modern shops do. Our tools
and methods are at least two
centuries old. All the elves are
meticulously trained. We
haven’t had an accident since
Sonia Sonogram scratched her-
self on a salient splinter in
1876.”

“Furthermore,” he was
wound up now, “the U.S.
Department of  Transportation
is challenging our right to draw
the sled with reindeer. They
claim reindeer and sled are not

certified by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration as airwor-
thy.

“The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is concerned that
the reindeer will relieve them-
selves in unauthorized areas.

“Customs and Immigration is
suspicious that illegal elves are
being employed at the North
Pole.

“The Justice Department
claims elves are voting.

“The Defense (War) Depart-
ment demands an inventory of
the drones we control.

“The Congress objects to
elves taking jobs from Ameri-
can workers.

“And, worst of  all, the
Supreme Court has, without a
hearing, declared us unconsti-
tutional because we are not
mentioned in that document.”

“How do you manage under
such a barrage of  busywork?” I
asked.

“It’s very tough,” Elvin
sighed. “When your President
Trump said he wanted to incor-
porate Canada and Greenland
into the U.S., we were terrified.
Then we looked around and
couldn’t find anything with
which we could defend our-
selves. Our toys are for peace-
ful play.

“All we had on our shelves
and in our cabinets were the
letters of  joy and appreciation
from children. And the U.S.
Postal Service wanted to check
them for the correct postage.”

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist for-

merly at the IU Kelley School of
Business. Contact him via email
at mortonjmarcus@gmail.com.

Workshop feels the weight of D.C.
Morton J. 
Marcus

By ALLISON SCHRAGER
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

When someone tells you that they
are struggling, it is generally a good
rule of  thumb to take them seriously.
So it was not the best political move
for President Donald Trump to call
the affordability issue a “hoax.” Too
many Americans are trying to cope
with rising food prices and high costs
for housing, health care and child
care.

At the same time, it is important to
note that there is not a widespread
“affordability crisis” in the U.S. Some
people are truly unable to keep up
with basic necessities. Some have
high expectations that their incomes
can’t meet. And some are doing fine.

Affordability has been an issue for
years, but it became an acute problem
when inflation spiked after the pan-
demic and there was a drop in real
income. Inflation is still high, about
3%. But real income growth is still
positive for most Americans, suggest-
ing that income is rising to cover
many of  the goods and services that
are increasing in price.

There are caveats. For the bottom
quartile, real wages are not rising as
fast as for the other two. And even for
the middle class, real wages haven’t
risen enough to keep pace with the
increase in some critical goods and
services.

Measuring the overall impact of  all
this is a challenge, because different
households have different needs and
priorities. There have been some
high-profile estimates that show the
middle class falling behind, but they
make some questionable assump-
tions.

For example, they typically assume
that a middle-class family has two
children who require care. Child care
is expensive, and it is often necessary
even after children start school

(though once they do, costs do go
down significantly). These costs are a
real burden for many families, and
more can and should be done to help
them.

But this is not a nationwide crisis
that affects a majority of  Americans.
In fact, only about 11% of  American
households contain at least one child
under the age of  six.

Another big expense facing Ameri-
cans is housing. In urban areas, the
rental value of  a primary residence
has increased nearly 30% since 2020,
and higher interest rates on mort-
gages have made it harder for a lot of
people to buy a home. But about two-
thirds of  American households are
already homeowners, and about half
of  outstanding mortgages have a
fixed interest rate that is less than
4%.

Yes, these conditions make it hard-
er for these families to move, and it is
more expensive for everyone who is
not a homeowner. Yet it’s difficult to
argue that most households can’t
afford the cost of  housing.

What about the cost of  food? Food
prices are up 27% since 2020 and are
still rising about 3% a year. For lower-
income Americans, this is a real bur-
den and helps explain why their real
incomes have fallen or are flat. The
impact of  tariffs is no doubt making
things worse. For the average house-
hold, however, food remains a small
part of  the budget.

My argument is not that affordabil-
ity is not an issue. It is that we should

be more precise about what afford-
ability means, and for whom. Many
of  the more vocal complaints about
affordability come from young child-
less households in large metro areas
or those in the upper-middle or even
upper class, and what they’re com-
plaining about is how they can’t
afford the trappings of  affluence.

True, housing in cities has become
more expensive than ever. Undoubt-
edly there are young people looking to
build their careers in large cities who
can’t afford to do so. Like other gener-
ations before them, they may have to
endure the hardship of  not living in
their ideal city or dealing with
unpleasant roommates. Some of  the
challenges they face are new, but they
are not remotely comparable to those
of  people on fixed incomes who strug-
gle to afford food.

Another source of  affordability
anxieties is the residual sticker shock
of  high inflation from a few years ago.
Prices went up a lot, and while the
rate of  inflation has since fallen, actu-
al prices have not come down.
Incomes may have risen since then
too, but not for all families. More gen-
erally, inflation is just a bigger risk
than it was before, and the job market
is worsening. All of  this makes con-
sumers more wary and darkens the
economic mood.

Affordability is a genuine problem
that requires more attention from
policy makers. Expanding child-care
options, for example, or reducing tar-
iffs and housing regulations, would
go a long way toward helping strug-
gling families. But it’s just as unhelp-
ful to refer to the affordability crisis
as it is to call it a hoax.

••••••••••
Schrager is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering economics. She is a
senior fellow at the Manhattan Insti-
tute.

Affordability isn’t a hoax

The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

Artificial intelligence
face recognition and
other high-tech tools are
helping police find crimi-
nals faster and more
effectively. This is no
longer science fiction ter-
ritory. It is happening,
and there are legitimate
questions about just how
far police are going with
these tools.

The Dallas Police
Department has several
guardrails around the use
of  AI face recognition in
criminal investigations,
even though the extent of
the department’s use of
the technology is unclear,
according to recent
reporting by our news-
room. The department is
right to embrace new
technology to aid in its
detective work, but it
should move cautiously
as it considers expanding
its scope.

Dallas police have been
using Clearview AI for
over a year. This tool
scrapes tens of  billions of
photos from social media
and other public websites
to create a face-print
database for law-enforce-
ment searches. The
department logged more
than 140 facial recogni-
tion search requests,
according to an internal
police spreadsheet
obtained by our colleague
Chase Rogers.

AI face recognition has
been used in investiga-
tions related to human
trafficking, homicides,
robberies and other
crimes. The department
is considering expanding
facial recognition tech-
nology to certain misde-
meanor cases. That’s rea-
sonable as long as police
continue to follow their
existing rules. For
instance, investigators
need a supervisor’s
approval to run a search
and can look up someone
only in relation to a crime
that has already
occurred.

Naturally, there is fear
that the technology could
lead to wrongful arrests,
which have occurred in
other places.

Dallas has rules to
address civil liberty con-
cerns. For example, a face
match alone doesn’t
amount to probable cause
for an arrest. The inter-
nal rules also state that
facial recognition won’t
be used to identify people
in public protests unless
it relates to a criminal
investigation.

The rules are encourag-
ing. An AI facial match is
just one clue among more
robust evidence that
should be part of  the
investigation process.

Other tech tools,
including license plate-
reading cameras, are
helping Dallas nab crimi-
nals. A suspected gun-
man was arrested within
two days of  the crime
with the use of  this tech-
nology, according to Dal-
las Police Chief  Daniel
Comeaux.

Last May, the City
Council approved a three-
year, $5.7 million contract
with Flock Safety, a com-
pany that makes smart
cameras. A Dallas police
spokesman told us that
the department stores
information from Flock
cameras for one year.

All these tools rely on
information in the public
domain, either by captur-
ing activity in public
spaces like roads and
sidewalks or by surfacing
social media or other
online activity. AI is help-
ing police do their jobs
faster, but it remains an
imperfect instrument,
and investigators must
understand its limita-
tions.

Police should continue
to be sensitive to con-
cerns about privacy and
potential abuse as they
evaluate additional ways
AI might help in their
work. We believe detec-
tives can take dangerous
people off  the streets
while using this technolo-
gy responsibly.

AI tools require
police oversight

Guest
Editorial

Allison
Schrager

AI is helping
police do their

jobs faster,
but it remains
an imperfect
instrument,

and
investigators

must
understand its

limitations.
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Advertising specials for your

PIZZA BUSINESS
Advertise your pizza business
in all of our publications with

Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette

One 4x4 ad in The News Times

for
$300

Or run TWO 4x4 ads for your pizza
business in the publication(s) of your

choice during December for:

The Commercial Review – 
$156

The News-Gazette – 
$145

The News Times – 
$120
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By RONICA STROMBERG
University of Nebraska

Ranchers in a University of
Nebraska–Lincoln study said
the federal Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) could
be modernized and improved
using regenerative ranching
practices.

David Sandahl, the master’s
student from the School of  Nat-
ural Resources who conducted
the study over the past three
years, interviewed 24 ranchers
in Montana, North Dakota and
South Dakota. Most of  the
ranchers also farmed, produc-
ing forage for their cattle. All
had either taken part in a form
of  CRP, were still enrolled or
had close family or friends
enrolled. 

“Nearly all of  them seem to
be moving away from it, in
favor of  their own set of  prac-
tices because they feel like,
although CRP may have started
with good intentions and had
good environmental inten-
tions, now it doesn’t quite com-
pare with how regenerative
ranching can better benefit not
only their operations but the
general landscape around
them,” Sandahl said.

Since the 1950s, CRP, former-
ly known as the Soil Bank Pro-
gram, has contracted with
farmers and ranchers to set
aside land to benefit wildlife,
control erosion and improve
water quality. CRP issues 10- or
15-year contracts, but many of
the ranchers Sandahl spoke
with anonymously said the pro-
gram was too restrictive.

As an example, when a prob-
lem like invasive species
appeared on CRP land, ranch-
ers felt the program hindered
them in addressing the prob-
lem.

“When push comes to shove,
these ranchers are under the
impression that with CRP, they
can’t adapt in the ways that
they want to, especially in not

necessarily a day-to-day thing
but more of  a year-to-year,”
Sandahl said. “When they look
at a 10- or 15-year contract, they
are like, ‘I don’t know why I
would ever enter that, because
I don’t know what I’m going to
be doing in 10 years in my own
life, let alone on my operation,
and so, I need to have all my
options in order to best protect
the landscape.’”

Several of  the ranchers told
Sandahl regenerative ranching
allowed them to adapt better to
change on their ranches. They
discussed this style of  ranch-
ing mainly as adaptive manage-
ment using rotational grazing,
which allows land to recover
for a year with natural inputs
from manure and urine. It also
could include using cover
crops, diversified forage and
minimal tillage or synthetic
inputs. For a problem like inva-
sive species, a regenerative
rancher could disc the land and
replant with native seeds.

Sandahl noted that ranchers
who lived near publicly acces-
sible areas like rivers, lakes or
national or state parks disfa-
vored CRP and, instead,
favored practices they felt

aligned better with protecting
or conserving wildlife.

In a related study Sandahl
conducted with these ranchers
on the effect of  regenerative
ranching on wildlife, the
ranchers reported seeing more
wildlife on their land with it
than with conventional ranch-
ing.

Sandahl had originally start-
ed his master’s project to study
the use of  prescribed burns,
but as he spoke with ranchers,
the project morphed into a
project focused on regenerative
ranching and bridging the gap
between ranchers and govern-
ment agents or scientists.

“David’s work really high-
lights how much insight we
gain when we let ranchers
steer the conversation,” said
Gwendwr Meredith, Sandahl’s
advisor and an assistant pro-
fessor in the School of  Natural
Resources. “He followed the
science where it led, and in
doing so, he captured a set of
perspectives that are essential
for improving conservation
programs across the Great
Plains.”

As a scientist and an avian
ecologist, Sandahl said he did

not always agree with the
ranchers he interviewed. He
came from a background out-
side agriculture, having grown
up in Northern Michigan with
his father, an environmental
scientist. 

In the past years, he has car-
ried out bird surveys across the
Great Plains while working for
the Bird Conservancy of  the
Rockies in Fort Collins, Colo.
He met ranchers when he was
working on the surveys and
sought permission to go on pri-
vate land. He said he saw a gap
between ranchers and scien-
tists or government agents and
wanted to bridge it by finding
common ground so they could
work on problems with their
combined knowledge sets.

“A lot of  this inspiration for
this research came from recog-
nizing, through years of
research, the gap that does
exist and how I think ranchers
tend to get a bad rap for, like,
‘Oh, they’re the ones destroy-
ing the earth and contributing
to climate change,’ and I’m
here like, ‘No, I think that
they’re here to help us, and if
we quit demonizing them and
work together with them, we

can create a better future,’”
Sandahl said.

His study used more qualita-
tive research than quantitative,
relying on what the ranchers
said to convey their feelings
and experiences. 

“Qualitative research like
this is crucial for understand-
ing why conservation pro-
grams succeed or fail on the
ground,” Meredith said. “David
documented not just opinions,
but patterns in how people
experience these policies.
That’s the kind of  knowledge
we need if  we want programs
like CRP to truly work for rural
communities.”

Sandahl said he felt the
research was an important con-
tribution to science in this
area.

“Scientists like me,
researchers, we need to be, in
my opinion, elevating these
voices and bringing them into
the fold of  research,” he said. 

Sandahl said he hopes to pub-
lish his findings in a scientific
journal and would like to con-
tinue working in the Great
Plains in the human dimen-
sions part of  wildlife conserva-
tion.

Ranchers suggest improvements

INDIANAPOLIS —
Farmers who want to rep-
resent agriculture in the
legislative halls of  state
and federal government
should consider adding
their name to this
year’s Indiana Corn Grow-
ers Association board elec-
tion ballot.

The ICGA board advo-
cates for Hoosier corn
farmers at the local, state
and federal levels. ICGA’s
governing districts match
the nine congressional dis-
tricts across the state. This
year, ICGA will fill seats in
districts 1, 4 and 7.

To be eligible, candi-
dates must be an ICGA
member in good standing;
own, manage or operate a
farm that produces corn;
reside in the district they
would represent; and be
current on membership
dues.

Elections will take place
in the following districts:

District 1 — Lake and
Porter counties and the
northwest corner of
LaPorte County

District 4 — Benton,
Boone, Carroll, Clinton, H
endricks, Jasper, Mont-
gomery, Morgan, New-
ton, Putnam, Tippeca-
noe, White, and Warren
counties, and parts
of  Cass, Fountain and How
ard counties

District 7 — Most
of  Marion County

Election applications
are due to the ICGA office
by Jan. 30. Ballots will be
mailed to members in May
and must be returned
by June 30.

Growers association
accepting applications

Board
advocates
for corn
farmers

Study pushes
to modernize
federal land

program

Tribune News Service/The Oregonian/Janet Eastman

Cattle ranchers involved in a study through the University of Nebraska suggested ways that the federal
Conservation Reserve Program can be modernized and improved. They pushed for more flexibility, noting that the program
hindered them from addressing the issue when invasive species were identified.
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Effective 07/01/2018: 
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1 insertion.........62¢/
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to publication. 
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for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
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40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

√ Out 
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED 

TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL,  & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services

ANDY KING
765-881-1611
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and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 
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Portland, Indiana
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Continued from page 8
Some fans might take

consolation in Burrow’s
reaction and be motivated
that the leader takes the
responsibility for the loss
and the team missing the
post-season again.

Every time Burrow has
sat out with a significant
injury, he has come back
with vengeance and fury
the next season.

The Bengals QB has won
the NFL Comeback Player
of  the Year award twice —
in 2024 and 2021.

Last year, he played at an
MVP level and led the
league in touchdowns (43)
and passing yards (4,918)
following wrist surgery. But
they still missed the play-
offs.

But after Sunday’s loss,
something must change in
the front office.

The defense is just terri-
ble. The morale in the lock-
er room is at an all-time
low.

“Yeah, it’s frustrating,”
Bengals head coach Zac
Taylor said once again.

“This is a team that I
thought was a talented
team that was going to have
a chance to do big things
this year.”

Taylor has used the word
frustrating every week it
seems for the past 11 weeks
or more.

Everyone had high
expectations.

Those expectations are
nice and can be a motivator.
But the Bengals did not
come close. Taylor uses the
phrase “we just came up
short” a lot.

That’s an understate-
ment.

When a team as talent-
ed at the Bengals has a
record of  4-10 when it
should be 10-4 then there
is another issue.

The team is not ready
to play. And that is the job
of  the head coach.

“Just hang with us,”
Taylor pleaded to the
fans. “It’s been frustrat-
ing. We’re still pouring
our hearts onto this thing
and find a way to win,
and it’s been a frustrating

season. I understand
that.”

Those words fall on deaf
ears to fans who have seen
season-ticket prices contin-
ue to rise.

“They’re professionals.
You know, that’s why you
build the locker room the
way you do it so that you
don’t have to worry about
guys like that,” Taylor said
about trying to motivate his
players for next week
against Miami. “Go out
there and put your best foot
forward and I absolutely

trust that these guys will do
that.”

But why should fans turn
out for the final two home
games against Arizona and
Cleveland in January? It’s
going to be cold, and the
Bengals, Cardinals and
Browns are all terrible.

Fans want ONE reason to
come out — just ONE. Give
them one. At this point,
they don’t necessarily want
a win — but rather they
want effort. And a win
would be nice too. But let’s
not get greedy.

The Commercial Review
Friday, December 19, 2025 Sports Page 7

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JANUARY

10, 2026
10:00 A.M.

Location: 7851 W. 400
N., 

Pennville, IN 47369
OPEN HOUSE:

SATURDAY, DECEM-
BER 13, 2025 - 10:00

AM - 2:00 PM
SATURDAY, JANUARY

3, 2026 - 12:00 PM -
2:00 PM

OR BY APPOINTMENT
REAL ESTATE BEING

OFFERED:
1 Ω STORY HOME -

3,208 SQ. FT.; 3 BDRM;
1 BATH; KITCHEN;

DINING RM/LIVING RM
COMBO; UTILITY RM;
BASEMENT W/ WOOD

STOVE; DETACHED
GARAGE; 2 BARNS;
PASTURES; STEEL
GRAIN BIN; 6.46 +/-

ACRES.
CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION!!

TERMS OF SALE:

10% Non-refundable
deposit day of sale.

Property being sold as-
is, where is. New Survey
has been completed in
December 2025. Taxes

prorated until day of
closing. Possession at
closing. Closing to be
held within 45 days or

less from day of auction.
Title Insurance will be

provided and taxes pro-
rated to the day of clos-
ing. ANY ANNOUNCE-
MENTS MADE DAY OF
AUCTION WILL TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER
ANYTHING IN PRINT.

OWNER - LARRY
MOSER ESTATE
Mel Smitley’s Real

Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Portland,

IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051

260-729-2281 - Cell
Ryan Davidson

AU10600063 260-726-
5076

AMISH CREW LOOKING
FOR any work. No job is
too big or small. Pole
barns, roofing, remodel-
ing. 260-849-2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED AD
in The Commercial Review Call

726-8141

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 200 FOR RENT SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

√ Out
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Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Public Notice
Stoneco Inc. 1700 Fostoria Ave, Suite 200, Findlay, OH 45840,
Bryant Quarry at 3285 East 1200 South, Bryant IN 47326, is sub-
mitting a Notice of Intent to notify the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management of our intent to comply with the re-
quirements under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) general permit ING490000 to discharge process
wastewater from a sand, gravel, crushed stone or dimensional
stone operation. Discharge will be to Wabash River. 
Any person wishing further information about this discharge
may contact Susanne Hanf, Stoneco at shanf@stoneco.net .
The decision to issue coverage under this NPDES general per-
mit for this discharge is appealable as per IC 4-21 .5 and IC 13-
15-6. Any person who would like to be informed of IDEM's
decision regarding coverage to this facility under this NPDES
permit, and who would like to be informed of procedures to ap-
peal the decision, may contact IDEM's offices at OWQWN-
PER@idem.IN.gov to be placed on a mailing list to receive
notification of IDEM's decision."  
CR 12-19-2025-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Girls wrestling at Findlay – noon;

Boys basketball vs. Delta – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at Parkway –

6 p.m.
Saturday

Jay County — Girls wrestling at Findlay – 11
a.m.; Girls basketball vs. South Adams – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling vs. Marion
Local at Pla-Mor Lanes – 9 a.m.;  Boys bowling vs.
Marion Local at Pla-Mor Lanes – 1 p.m.; Boys bas-
ketball at Ansonia – 4:30 p.m.; Middle school
girls basketball vs. St. John’s – 10 a.m.

Sunday
Fort Recovery — Boys bowling vs. Richmond –

1 p.m.; Girls bowling vs. Richmond – 1 p.m.

 TV schedule
Today

11 a.m. — College football Myrtle Beach
Bowl: Kennesaw State vs. Western Michigan
(ESPN)

2:30 p.m. — College football Gasparilla Bowl:
Memphis vs. N.C. State (ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Seton Hall
at Providence (FS1)

8 p.m. — College Football Playoff first round:
Alabama at Oklahoma (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Wisconsin vs.
Villanova (FOX)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball: Abilene

Christian at BYU (TNT)
10 p.m. — College basketball: Cal Poly at

UCLA (BTN)

Saturday
11 a.m. — Women’s College basketball:

Louisville vs. Tennessee (ESPN)
12 p.m. — College football playoffs first

round:  Miami vs. Texas A&M (ABC)
12 p.m. — College basketball: Oakland vs.

Michigan State (BTN)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Totten-

ham vs. Liverpool (NBC)
12:30 p.m. — College basketball: St. John’s

vs. Kentucky (CBS)
1:30 p.m. — College basketball: Iowa vs.

UConn (FOX)

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Everton vs.
Arsenal (NBC)

3 p.m. — College basketball: Ohio State vs.
North Carolina (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — College football playoffs first
round:  Tulane vs. Ole Miss (TNT)

4 p.m. — College basketball: Memphis vs.
Mississippi State (ESPN)

4 p.m. — College football FCS semifinal: Mon-
tana State vs. Montana (ABC)

4 p.m. — College football DII Championship:
Ferris State vs. Harding (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — NFL football: Philadelphia Eagles
vs. Washington Commanders (FOX)

5:30 p.m. — College basketball: Houston vs.
Arkansas (CBS)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Maryland vs.

Virginia (ESPN)
6 p.m. — College basketball: Bucknell vs.

Iowa (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana Pacers vs.

New Orleans Pelicans (FDSN Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — College football playoffs first

round: James Madison vs. Oregon  (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — College football FCS semifinal:

Villanova vs. Illinois State (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — College basketball: Xavier vs.

Georgetown (FS1)
8 p.m. — College basketball: Penn vs. Rut-

gers (BTN)
8 p.m. — College basketball: Duke vs. Texas

Tech (ESPN)
8:20 p.m. — NFL football: Green Bay Packers

vs. Chicago Bears (FOX)

Bringing
pressure

Jay County High
School girls basketball
guard Elizabeth
Brunswick forces
Janelle Slusher of the
Blackford Bruins away
from the basket during
the Patriots’ 56-19 win
on Monday. Jay County
held Blackford’s
leading scorer Olivia
Murphy without a
basket and scored 18
points off turnovers in
the victory.

Bengals ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko



BY DEL DUDUIT
The Portsmouth Daily Times
Tribune News Service

CINCINNATI — No
more teasing. No more
unrealistic hoping. No
more praying to the Who
Dey gods for that glimmer
of  playoff  hope.

The Bengals were offi-
cially eliminated from the
NFL playoffs following
Sunday’s embarrassing
24-0 shutout loss to Balti-
more at a frigid Paycor
Stadium in Cincinnati.

For the past few weeks,
faithful and delusional
Bengals fans racked their
brains to find any substan-
tial hope and odds for
making a playoff  run.

“IF the Bengals win out
and IF the Steelers and
Ravens drop this game or
that game, they might
sneak into the playoffs,”
were the thoughts of
many Cincinnati follow-
ers. “IF the defense can
hold teams to under 25
points and IF Joe Burrow
comes back and doesn’t
throw five interceptions in
three games and IF your
pet starts talking to you
while you get a Fed Ex
delivery for a year’s sup-
ply of  free bacon, the Ben-
gals MIGHT make the
playoffs. They JUST
MIGHT.”

But after Sunday —
poof ! All hope is gone for
2025.

The sad truth is the Ben-
gals are just a bad team
right now.

They don’t deserve to
make the playoffs, and
they won’t this year — and
that’s official.

Two weeks ago, the Ben-
gals (4-10) defeated Balti-
more (7-7) on Thanksgiv-
ing on Thursday Night
Football and looked amaz-
ing.

Two weeks later, the
Ravens got revenge and
shut out the Bengals 24-0.
It was the first time in the
Joe Burrow era the Ben-
gals did not score.

Burrow threw two inter-

ceptions, one of  which
was a pick-six, for the sec-
ond week in a row, and the
loss eliminated the Ben-
gals from playoff  con-
tention for the third
straight season.

“This is a team effort,”
Burrow said after the
game. “You know, at the
end of  the day, players got
to play better on the field.
Today was me. I got to be
better.”

Burrow finished the day
with 225 yards passing and
completed 25 of  39 passes
with two interceptions
and no touchdowns.

The meeting with mem-
bers of  the media turned
into a confessional at
times — but there was no
priest — only reporters.

“I want everything on
my plate,” he added.
“That’s the position I want
to be in.

There’s not a team in
the NFL that would have
won the game today if  I
was a quarterback.”

Burrow didn’t blame
anyone but himself  —
which can be refreshing at
times. He did not blame
the weather or the offi-
cials or his teammates or
his coaches.

That’s what fans do.
They look for someone
else to blame.

“I think this is one of
the worst games that I’ve
played,” he said. “I’m hon-
est with myself  and my
play and I hold myself  to a
high standard and today
didn’t come close.”

What does this loss
mean for the rest of  the
season? Can the team
bounce back?

Can they recover?
See Bengals page 7
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JC, FR boys basketball
are in action Saturday,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Taking flight
Cole Forthofer of the Jay County boys basketball team floats a layup during the

Patriots’ 58-41 win over the New Castle Trojans on Monday.

Del
Duduit

Bengals out
of postseason

BY RICH EXNER
cleveland.com
Tribune News Service

CLEVELAND, Ohio —
While the Cleveland
Browns plan to move down
Interstate 71 and just
across the city line to sub-
urban Brook Park, the
Chicago Bears are threat-
ening to move out of  state.

Bears President and
CEO Kevin Warren, frus-
trated with the lack of
progress in securing com-
mitments from the state of
Illinois for a suburban
Cook County site, said in
an open letter to fans on
Wednesday that the team
would expand its stadium
site search to include
Northwest Indiana.

Warren said the team
had not asked the state of
Illinois for tax dollars to
build a stadium at the
team’s selected site in
Arlington Heights, but he
said the team does want “a
commitment to essential
local infrastructure (roads,
utilities, and site improve-
ments).

“... Additionally, we
sought reasonable proper-
ty tax certainty to secure
financing. We listened to
state leadership and relied
on their direction and guid-
ance, yet our efforts have
been met with no legisla-
tive partnership.”

Warren said state offi-
cials have told the team the
stadium site would not be a
priority in 2026.

“Consequently, in addi-
tion to Arlington Park, we
need to expand our search
and critically evaluate
opportunities throughout
the wider Chicagoland
region, including North-

west Indiana,” the letter
said.

A spokesperson for Gov.
JB Pritzker said, as report-
ed by the Sun-Times, that
“suggesting the Bears
would move to Indiana is a
startling slap in the face to
all the beloved and loyal
fans who have been rally-
ing around the team during
this strong season.”

A spokesperson for Cook
County Board President
Toni Preckwinkle told the
Sun-Times that she recent-
ly hosted a meeting with
the team and state, city and
county officials regarding
the Bears.

“We’re shocked and dis-
appointed that the Bears
would discuss moving to
Indiana at this time,”
Preckwinkle said in a writ-
ten statement, reported by
the news website The
Republic.

How to pay for infra-
structure improvements
around the Browns’ Brook
Park stadium site is an
open question. Brook Park
has applied to the state for
$70 million to help pay for
roadway and pedestrian
upgrades.

Separately, Ohio has
committed $600 million
toward the $2.4 billion sta-
dium. The Browns’ financ-
ing plan also calls for about
$300 million tied to Brook
Park taxes generated at the
site - mostly admissions
taxes - and $1.5 billion from
the team. The Browns have
also promised to pay for
any cost overruns.

The team hopes to start
construction in 2026, open-
ing the stadium in time for
the start of  the 2029 NFL
season.

Bears mull
Indiana move
Team came to Chicago in 1921


