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Addressing issues

Tommercial Rview/ iIey Cline

The Journey Home, a veterans service organization based in Winchester, is considering the former Jay County
Country Living facility (pictured) as its new home. On Monday, Jay County Commissioners agreed to allow the
organization to hire engineers to evaluate some concerns that have been identified with the building.

Commissioners approve hiring engineers

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

The Journey Home
has three main concerns
regarding the Jay Coun-
ty Country Living facili-
ty — the foundation,
electrical system and
sprinkler system.

Jay County Commis-
sioners on Monday
approved allowing the
organization to hire
engineers to look into
each matter.

The Journey Home of
Winchester has
expressed interest in the
Jay County Country Liv-
ing building, which had
its final resident move
out earlier this month.

Justin Lester, director
of advancement and
operations at The Jour-
ney Home, noted the
Department of Veterans
Affairs released a report
this month about the
facility. Although the
department had recom-
mended The Journey
Home not move into the
building, Lester said at a
Jay County Council
meeting Dec. 10 there are
a few critical changes to
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be made that could make
the property viable for
its operations.

Lester said Monday
the organization has
narrowed its concerns
down to three issues
— the limestone founda-

tion, outdated electrical
systems and the sprin-
kler system.

He said the newer half
of the building appears
to have a working sprin-
kler system, while the
other half does not. He

said the Department of
Veterans Affairs would
like a fire marshal to
sign off on the system.
There have also been
concerns that some of
the fire alarms did not
respond during a recent
test.

Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker noted
the alarm system, sprin-
kler system and extin-
guishers should be test-
ed annually Mainte-
nance worker John May
later said as of last week
the fire alarm system
passed inspection,
although he said the
sprinkler system hasn’t
been tested recently. He
noted the kitchen fire
suppression system also
needs to be drained and
discharged.

Lester asked for per-
mission from commis-
sioners to hire a struc-
tural engineer and elec-
trical  engineer to
inspect the facility.
Answering a question
from AKer, Lester con-
firmed The Journey
Home would pay the
cost.

Commissioners then
OK’d Lester to hire engi-
neers.

Also Monday, commis-
sioners heard from Jay
County Country Living
director Stacey Johnson
and maintenance work-
er John May.

Johnson said all resi-
dents have moved out of
the facility. Leftover food
has been donated to Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank.
She confirmed she has
turned in her keys to the
facility and has virtual-
ly finished her role as
director.

Johnson also
explained May will be
working through the
week to keep up with

maintenance on the
building.
Aker suggested

installing security cam-
eras at the facility to
prevent break-ins, van-
dalism or other poten-
tial issues. May said wifi
repeaters may be needed
for cameras with online
cloud storage, with Aker
suggesting hardwiring a
camera system.
See Issues page 2
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Process
to annex
moves
forward

Final vote
on 10 acres
expected
in January

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — The city
should be ready to vote on
annexation in January.

Dunkirk City Council
took a step in the process
Monday, formally approv-
ing a resolution regarding
the fiscal plan for annexa-
tion.

The city has been work-
ing toward a project to con-
struct apartments on a
new street to be build on
about 10 acres of property
located east of Dollar Gen-
eral (1001 S. Main St.)
Dunkirk Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation owns
the property.

Council members were
presented with the finan-
cial plan in November,
with city attorney Wes
Schemenaur saying then
that the analysis from
financial advisory firm
Baker Tilly showed “no
meaningful additional
cost” because police and
fire service are already
provided and sewer and
water lines are already in
place. He reiterated those
details during Monday’s
meeting.

Following the presenta-
tion of the financial plan,
the council voted Nov. 11 to
approve a petition to pro-
ceed with the annexation.
Monday’s vote to formally
approve the financial plan
was the next step in the
process, with Schemenaur
saying a vote on annexa-
tion would likely be set for
January.

Council members Jesse
Bivens, Christy Curts, Dan
Watson, Donna Revolt and
Randy Murphy unani-
mously approved the plan.

Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins noted that once
annexation is complete,
the city can continue work
on creating a tax incre-
ment financing (TIF) dis-
trict for the property,
which will capture taxes
on the increased value
after development to be
used by the city’s redevel-
opment commission on
targeted projects.

See Process page 2

Weighing tax options

By TOM DAVIES
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana legislators face some
hefty fiscal decisions on how
much they want to go along with
the broad federal tax cuts that
President Donald Trump
pushed through Congress last
summer.

An analysis from Gov. Mike
Braun’s administration esti-
mates that total state tax breaks
on businesses and individuals
could top $900 million over the
next two years if the Legislature
were to adopt all the tax changes
included in what Republicans
dubbed the “One Big Beautiful
Bill.”

Republican legislators are
poised to take up proposals on
conforming the state tax code
with federal rules after the leg-
islative session resumes Jan. 5.

In review

The Portland Foundation
is accepting applications for
its winter grant cycle.
Deadlines are Jan. 5 for The
Portland Foundation,
Pennville Endowment and
Dr. Donald Johnson grant
applications, and Feb. 20 for
scholarships.

Applications are available
at portlandfoundation.org.

State lawmakers have
decisions to make on how to
implement federal changes

The federal changes include
temporary deductions for indi-
viduals who receive tips and
overtime wages along with the
interest on loans for vehicles
built in the US. Other adjust-
ments give numerous tax breaks
to businesses, including a
broader deduction for some pro-
duction facilities.

Chad Ranney, Braun’s state
budget director, called conform-
ity with the federal tax code “a

Weather

provision-by-provision decision
in conjunction with the Legisla-
ture.”

“There’s nothing that says
you have to take all or nothing,”
Ranney said. “We’ll figure out,
working with the Legislature,
what makes sense from a policy
perspective, what makes sense
from a fiscal perspective and,
frankly, what gives Hoosiers the
best bang for their buck.”

See Tax page 2

In review

Jay County had a low of 24
degrees on Monday before the
temperature climbed to a high

of 45 late in the day.

There is an 80% chance of
rain tonight with a low in the
upper 30s. Skies will be cloudy
on Christmas with a steady

There will be no newspaper
Thursday in observance of the

Christmas holiday:

temperature in the mid 40s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.
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Under the star

The sun sets over the skaters enjoying the
Clinton Square ice rink under the glowing Christmas
tree in downtown Syracuse.

We will resume our regular
publishing schedule on Friday:

Coming up

‘“ |

Friday — Results from the
East Central Indiana Classic
wrestling tournament.

Saturday — A look at the
new East Central Indiana Art &
Culture Plan.

9y 08L00ZCTI8T

Tuesday — Coverage of the
JCHS boys basketball game
against Wapahani.



Page 2

The Commercial Review

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Process ...

Continued from page 1

Schemenaur said the process
of creating the district could be
complete by mid-2026.

Robbins added that next
steps will also involve utility
work and seeking a developer
for the planned 32 apartment
units.

Council members also
approved year-end payouts for
unused vacation time for the
police and fire departments.

Clerk-treasurer Kara Lowe
expressed concern about the
requests — 552 hours of over-
time from the police depart-
ment for $18,775.36 and 95
hours from the fire department

for $1,540.91. She noted that the
city handbook indicates that
vacation time must be used and
will not be paid out at the end
of the year, but that the council
has not stuck to that policy. She
added that one officer took no
vacation time in 2025, saying
she believes in some cases it is
a purposeful practice with the
expectation that the unused
vacation time will essentially
become a year-end bonus.
Lowe argued that the payouts
are not fair to employees of
other departments, who are
told to use their vacation time.
Robbins noted that there
would likely still be some chal-

CR almanac

lenges with a full staff of six
police officers. The department
currently has four and will be
down to three as of Jan. 2 with
one away at Indiana Law
Enforcement Academy.

Curts shared Lowe’s concern
about the officer who took no
vacation time.

Bivens, the council presi-
dent, said he has talked to
Police Chief Dane Mumbower,
saying he is also frustrated by
the situation but doesn’t cur-
rently have a better solution to
keep shifts covered. He cau-
tioned that the situation will
likely continue to occur and
encouraged council members

Issues ...

to bring forward any sugges-
tions they might have.

The council ultimately voted
5-0 to pay out the unused vaca-
tion time.

In other business, council:

«Approved the following: an
$11,012 contract with American
Pump Repair for repairs to the
fine screen equipment at the
wastewater treatment plant; a
$9,000 contract with Pavement
Solutions of Middletown for
crack sealing Industrial Drive
(and other streets, if possible);
and payment of claims totaling
$412,159.92.

«OK’d a water bill adjustment
of $728.41 for 631 Lincoln St.

There was some discussion
about the adjustment, as water
department superintendent
Brock Farmer said he had
informed the property owner
about the leak in September
and it took months for them to
take action. The property
owner said they did not receive
the notifications.

*Agreed to change the fund
from which $29,350 will be used
to install pickleball courts at
Dunkirk City Park. The park
board requested the change to
allow more flexibility to com-
plete other projects. The coun-
cil had approved the funding at
its previous meeting.

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
12/25 12/26 12/27 12/28 12/29
.
48/40 | 56/41 | 54/47 | 50/15 | 22/17
Cloudy There’s a Saturday’s Sunday Monday’s
skies with | 60% chance of | forecast shows | looks like | forecast
temperatures | showers Friday | mostly cloudy | showers and | shows most-
in the 40s on | morning, with | skies with a | wind, with the | ly sunny
Christmas the tempera- | low tempera- | high in the | skies  with
Day. ture reaching [ ture  around | 50s and the | temperatures
up to 56 |47. low in the | in the mid
degrees. teens. teens late.

Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
3-18-36-41-54
Power Ball: 7
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$1.7 billion

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$100 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-9-9
Daily Four: 4-2-0-5
Quick Draw: 5-7-11-13-

Daily Four: 0-5-6-3

Quick Draw: 7-10-11-
12-13-25-34-36-38-40-42-45-
47-48-51-52-55-70-78-79

Cash 5: 1-3-20-30-45

Estimated jackpot:
$90,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 54-1
Pick 4: 6-1-3-5
Pick 5: 3-8-7-6-5
Evening
Pick 3: 8-2-6
Pick 4: 0-3-9-7
Pick 5: 7-9-6-0-3

20-25-28-32-33-39-45-46-51- Rolling Cash: 4-7-8-23-
58-68-73-76-77-79-80 25
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 5-9-8 $190,000
Cooper Farms Jan. beans............... 10.44
Fort Recovery Wheat .........ccoeuneee. 4.72
(076) 0 1 FORSUUTTR 4.67
Jan. corn.................. 465 ADM .
Feb. corn ....cuueuu....... 4.65 Montpelier
f})orn .......................... 4.48
H H an. CorN........ceeunn... 4.48
FOOEL"B(;orefmmg Beans.....oouuueeen 10.44
Corn 465 Ja}rll. beans.............. 10.44
Jan. corn................. 4.62 . 4.87
Feb. corn.................. 4.59 Heartland
The Andersons G thony e
Richland Township  Jan.corn.................. 4.57
COrn veveeeeeeeeeeeeens 452 BeanS...oooeeeveeoeeeenn. 10.16
Jan. corn .................. 4.52 Jan. beans.............. 10.16
Beans........ccccoeuue.. 10.41 Wheat .......ccceeuneee. 4.67

Continued from page 1

Also, Aker shared an update on
plans for a public safety building
in Jay County. The facility would
include Jay Emergency Medical
Service, Jay County Health Depart-
ment and Jay County Coroner’s
Office, he said.

The county has been looking at
the building where Jay Emergency
Medical Service currently oper-
ates, with county officials dis-
cussing whether to expand the
facility or build a new structure. IU
Health has agreed to donate the
building and 2 acres of land for the
proposed facility.

Aker said some county officials
and department heads recently
met to review floor plans, saying
there were indications it may not
be a good idea to renovate the exist-
ing building.

Looking instead at building a
new structure in the area would
require IU Health Jay to provide
additional land further to the
north. County officials indicated
they don’t foresee an issue garner-
ing support, but formal approval
would still be required.

In other business, commission-
ers Aker, Duane Monroe and Doug
Horn:

*Scheduled an executive session
for 3:45 p.m. Jan. 12 regarding
pending litigation with right-of-
way access for an upcoming bridge
project and a special session to fol-
low at 4 p.m.

«Approved the following: a
$254,250 contract with Jay County
Development Corporation for serv-
ices next year; spending $160,975.85
on buying and equipping three new

Tax ...

Commissioners updated on
plans for public safety facility

vehicles for Jay County Sheriff’s
Office; paying $20,000 annually
over the next five years out of Jay
County Sheriff’s Office budget for
new tasers — they include 45-foot
probes — from Axon; spending
$36,059.76 on Microsoft 365 licens-
ing and other software upgrades,
including email backups and cloud
managed protection and response,
through LEAP Managed IT; paying
$21,350 to Top Shelf Concrete to
install concrete in the enclosed salt
bay for Jay County Highway
Department; several claims for Jay
Emergency Medical Service,
including $11,544.89 for a regular
maintenance agreement with med-
ical equipment company Stryker,
$1,300 for a medical director
stipend for Jan Kornilow and $1,160
for EMS student testing through
Platinum Educational Group;
spending $19,579 to WA Jones of
Columbia City for two snowplows;
a $7,500 grant application for Jay
County Emergency Management
Agency in hopes of receiving funds
for purchasing the department a
new drone and spending $2,328.99
on an air compressor for the high-
way department.

*Tabled a $3,000 claim from East
Central Indiana Regional Planning
District for Community Crossings

grant work with Salamonia and
Pennville. Monroe expressed con-
fusion about the claim, saying he
had heard the organization hadn’t
been working in either community.
Commissioners decided to invite
director Bill Walters to the next
meeting to discuss the claim and
his organization’s services includ-
ed with the county’s annual mem-
bership.

«Approved drainage plans from
Lakeside Health and Wellness,
which is planning development at
the corner of Votaw and Charles
streets in Portland.

*OK’d allowing Jay Emergency
Medical Service director Jessica
Curtis to sign claims for her
department.

Heard a monthly financial
breakdown from JEMS director
Gary Barnett. In November, the
department had $133,564.18 in
expenses and $70,668.63 in income.
The department also made 121
ambulance runs, with 64 of those
runs going to IU Health Jay.

*OK’d giving May access to a
county credit card to purchase
parts as needed for maintenance
repairs.

*Accepted bids from US Aggre-
gates and IMI Aggregates for next
year.

Today in history

In 1814, the United
States, United Kingdom
and allies signed the
Treaty of Ghent, official-
ly ending the War of
1812.

In 1818, “Silent
Night” carol, composed
by Franz Xaver Gruber,
was performed for the
first time at St. Nicholas
parish church in Obern-
dorf, Austria.

In 1822, Clement
Moore composed “The
Night Before Christmas”
— originally known as
“Visit from St. Nicholas”
— while traveling home
from Greenwich Village.

In 1826, the “Grog
Mutiny,” also known as
the eggnog riots, started
at the United States Mili-
tary Academy in West
Point, New York. They
lasted through Christ-
mas Day.

In 1865, Confederate
veterans formed the Ku
Klux Klan in Pulaski,
Tennessee.

In 1877, Thomas Edi-
son filed for a patent
for invention, the

phonograph. It was
issued until a little
under two months
later.

In 1914, President
Woodrow Wilson
signed the Federal

Reserve Act, creating
the Federal Reserve
System.

In 1941, Japanese
forces defeated United
States troops at the Bat-
tle of Wake Island dur-
ing World War II.

In 1951, Libya
gained its independ-
ence. It had been for-
merly ruled by Italy for
nearly 40 years.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday, Jan. 5

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, fire sta-

tion, 1616 N. Meridian
St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday, Jan. 6

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Continued from page 1

Indiana’s last major con-
formity update came in
2023, when Indiana adopt-
ed the Internal Revenue
Code as of Jan. 1, 2023,
bringing the state into line
with pandemic-era relief
measures such as the
CARES Act and the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan.

The state analysis pro-
vided to the Indiana Capi-
tal Chronicle on Monday
projects that taxpayers
would save nearly $275 mil-
lion over the next two
years with the deduction
for overtime wages.

The tax break on tips
would total about $80 mil-
lion during that time,
while the vehicle loan
deduction was estimated at
$70 million.

The biggest of the busi-
ness tax cuts amounts to
an estimated nearly $380
million over the two-year
period.

But those savings mean
revenue loss for the state
budget.

The tax conformity
debate will come in the
wake of an improved fore-
cast of state tax collections
released last week. The
new projections show that
the state’s cash reserves
could grow to nearly $5 bil-
lion by the middle of 2027
— more than double what
was anticipated when the

new state budget took
effect in July.

Senate Appropriations
Committee Chairman Ryan
Mishler, R-Mishawaka, was
noncommittal on what tax
code changes legislators
will take up.

“Ideally it’d be nice to be
revenue neutral on some of
that,” Mishler said. “You
know, some of them are
cost savings and then some
would cost money. So I
guess we just have to bal-
ance that out.”

This story was edited for
length. For the full version,
visit indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.

SERVICES
Sunday, Dec. 28
Overholser, Ruby: 2 p.m,,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

oriented MEDICAID COORDINATOR.
Responsibilities include Medicaid application

support, FSSA interaction, document
gathering, and client communication.
Apply if you are organized, professional, and mission-

Scan QR code with phone to see full job description

driven.

SPRUNGER
- SPRUNGER

Send cover letter and resume to mitch@sprungersas.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

GRAP

NEWSPAPERS

The Commercial Review

The News-Gazette
Winchester, Indiana

309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10 am -4 pm
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Portland, Indiana
The News Times
Hartford City, Indiana




The Commercial Review

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Page 3

EAST ELEMENTAR

PONS IB!I.ITY

CHANALTCR AW}‘ RD

Bl
CHARACTER AWARD

Qliver Yaney

Awarded fo

First responsibility

First graders at East Elementary School
demonstrating responsibility. Pictured in the front row from left are Reina Chub Xol and
Oliver Yaney. In the back row are Kenna Penrod, Piper Bihn, Maya Kline. Not pictured
is Camila Zaugg.

Photo provided

received recognition for

Library hosting family game show

Take family game night to a
whole new level.

Jay County Public Library
will host a family game show
experience for children and their
parents Jan. 15.

Families may play rounds sim-
ilar to those in shows like
“Wheel of Fortune,” “Name
That Tune,” “The Price is Right”
and “Family Feud.” Each team
will compete to win a family
game night basket, with second
and third place earning a board
game of their choosing. Teams
may include between three and
six members. Sessions are from

Taking
Note

3:30 to 4:30 p.m., 5 to 6 p.m. and
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Registration is
required. Call or visit the library
to sign up.

Other activities going on next
month include:

«Adult book bedazzling, 1 to
2:30 p.m. and 6 to 7:30 p.m. Jan. 13

*Wintergreen “Take and
Make” activity bags, available
Jan. 19

Tree festival

Fort Recovery’s annual tree
festival is underway.

Fort Festival of Trees contin-
ues this week during normal
business hours at Fort Recovery
Public Library. Patrons may cast
a vote for one of 19 decorated
trees on display. The tree with
the most votes earns the title of
People’s Choice Award, and the
decorator’s name is added to a
plaque at the library.

Community Calendar

Dinner outfit
shocks man

DEAR ABBY: I'm an active
senior man. To keep my beard
looking attractive, a hairstylist
trims it every two weeks. I've
had the same stylist for three
years, and we have become good
friends, to the point that she has
invited me to her home for an
evening meal with her family. I
have been there several times,
but on the last occasion, she did
something odd and, I believe,
disrespectful.

She is a very attractive 50-
year-old lady. Arriving at her
home, I was left in the company
of her parents while she and her
son (and perhaps her husband)
prepared the food. When it was
finished, she brought me my
plate, then served her parents.
What shocked me was that she
was dressed in what she called a
swimsuit. To me, it was the
barest thong and bra I had ever
seen and two inches from being
naked. Earlier that day, when
she was trimming my beard, she
wore sweatpants and a sweat-
shirt.

Her excuse for the “swimsuit”
was that there was something
wrong with a spot on her hip
that required a patch, and she
couldn’t wear clothing over it
because it would put too much
pressure on the afflicted spot. (I
don’t buy it.) I felt that, if noth-
ing else, she could have at least
put on one of her husband’s
shirts. I felt embarrassed and
insulted. Although I said noth-
ing, I decided never to go to her
home again. Should I tell her
why if she asks? — LOOKING
GOOD IN COLORADO

DEAR LOOKING GOOD:
Your “barber(ella)” wasn’t
entertaining you alone. Her
parents, son and (possibly)
her husband were also there.
She obviously felt comfort-
able enough around you that
she wore something she usu-

AMERIGA'S ORIGINAL BUTgyep
:()MAHA STEAKS

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-

ally wears in that environ-
ment and had no idea you
would react the way you
have. From now on, politely
refuse her dinner invitations.
If she asks why, I don’t think
it would be rude to level with
her that you felt embarrassed
she wasn’t more covered up.
It’s the truth.

DEAR ABBY: My wife’s fami-
ly is rather enmeshed. They
have never really accepted me
and are rude and unkind toward
me. Recently, her father’s atti-
tude has shifted from rude to
downright hostile. He has tried
to physically assault me. (I did-
n’t fight back.)

They watch our kids three
days a week. I appreciate it and
try hard to be a respectful and
good person, but I am not sure
what to do. My wife is unable or
unwilling to take a strong
stance against her father’s
behavior. Any advice? — PUN-
ISHED IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR PUNISHED: There is
something wrong with your
father-in-law. The next time
he lays a hand on you, call
the police and have him
arrested, as you would ANY
OTHER aggressor. As to your
“enmeshed” wife, some joint
sessions with a marriage
counselor might help her to
reorganize her priorities.
However, if she can’t manage
that, you may need to decide
if you want to remain mar-
ried to her or climb out of
that snake pit.

@)
MAKES A
GREAT GIFT

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

tion in the North Lounge.
COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-

mit an item, email ILY TRAINING — A non-
news@thecr.com. confrontational, evi-

dence-based intervention
Wednesday for helping families
WEDNESDAY MORN- affected by addiction
ING BREAKFAST CLUB meets at 4 p.m. each
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in Wednesday in the IU
the east room of Richards Health Jay Outpatient

Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each
month at Chalet Village
Health and Rehabilita-

Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES
— Will meet at 6 p.m., on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320
N. Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate
Tuesday’s Solution

2(9(3]15(1|4])8(|7]|6
The objective is to fill a 4l1]6l7l3l8ls]9]2
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row,and | 71815]6[2{9]11[3]4
each of the nine threeby- | 3781216514119
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains S[2[4])3[9]1)7]6]8
the digits from 1 to Qonly J1]6[9§4(8|7]|3|[2]|5
one time each. 6l3[118l4l2]195]7
8|5|219|7|3]6[4]1
9(4(711(5(6]12(8](3

ANNA’'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA’'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-

lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support
during and after pregnan-
cy, as well as help with
the needs of the family.
The center is located at
1209 S. Shank St., Port-
land. Hours are 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

Transform

and Change fil
Your Life.

FREE TOILET + 91, 500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-743-1911
Ay safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value.
Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannat be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select
markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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Butcher's Deluxe Package

4 Butcher’'s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z,)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.) LIk
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

79797ZEH  separately 8993

SPECIAL INTHODUCTORY PHICE

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2798
1.866.488. 3459 Ask for Offer 79797ZEH

35 shawi ated single item bass

160-%
GUARANTEE

s thatincludss SKU 79707
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to participate in our upcoming
Wedding Special Section.

(CAdveitiding Suted are ad followd:

full-page color — $625
full-page BEW — $525
1/2-page color — $425
1/2-page BEW — $325
1/4-page color — $275
1/4-page BEW — $225
Big business card (3x3.5) — $105
Business card (2x2) — $52
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Section will be distributed in The

Commercial Review, The News Gazettel
& The News Times
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Space for color ads is limited and will be on a first-

come, first-serve basis.
Deadline for ads is Wednesday, Jan. 20
Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141
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Small gesture was the stuff of art

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Dec. 21, 2005.
There is a certain magic to the
Christmas season. Traditions
evolve over time, but it’s important
to keep the spirit of the season
alive.

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

No wonder Norman Rockwell
came here to paint.

It’s just that sort of place.

It was an afternoon last week
before the big snow hit. I was try-
ing to get an early jump on things
by mailing some Christmas pack-
ages to our daughters in Boston.

There I was, looking like a holi-

Congress seems to
have learned nothing

Back in
the Saddle

day caricature, bundled up
against the weather and carrying
three large cardboard boxes,
stacked so high I could barely see
where I was going.

Ascending the steps in front of
the post office, I was watching for
my footing out of the corner of
my eye.

When I was about halfway up
the steps, the door swung open.

Out came a guy I didn’t
know.

He was of medium build, and
his hair was closely cropped.
He had a beard that was only
about half a step up from five
o’clock shadow.

He zipped past me, flipping
through his mail and reading
the envelopes as he went down
the stairs.

Then the Norman Rockwell
moment happened.

As he neared the foot of the
steps and I neared the top, he
swung suddenly around, ran

up the stairs and beat me to the
door.

Grabbing the handle,
swung it open to let me in.

Then, remembering the sec-
ond doors from the vestibule into
the post office lobby, he followed
me in and repeated the gesture.

“Thanks,” I said. “Thanks.
And Merry Christmas!”

“Merry Christmas,” he said.

And he was gone.

And I stood there, having
received a special Christmas gift
in that simple act of courtesy
and generosity, and grinned like
an idiot.

Norman Rockwell, I thought,

he

could have turned that into a
classic cover for the old Saturday
Evening Post.

He would have captured the
chill in the air and how ridicu-
lous I looked with that big stack
of packages. He would have done
justice to the humanity of the
moment. It was pure Ameri-
cana.

For the record, Rockwell did
come here to paint at one point in
the early 1950s. A print of his
charming rendition of then-coun-
ty-extension-agent Herald Rippey
hangs in the Jay County Court-
house.

Boston Herald
Tribune News Service

It’s understandable
that members of Con-
gress try to remain in
office for as long as they
can: if they worked in the
private sector, they’d be
fired by now.

As the Hill reported,
senators in both parties
are bracing for another
government shutdown
next year after Republi-
cans blocked a proposal
to extend expiring health
insurance subsidies. This
is the same issue that
triggered a 43-day gov-
ernment closure earlier
this fall.

The shutdown finally
ended when eight Democ-
rats, mostly centrists,
voted to reopen the gov-
ernment in hopes that
Republicans might agree
to a bipartisan compro-
mise.

But “bipartisan com-
promise” has become an
oxymoron in Washing-
ton, and the talks are
foundering.

If lawmakers learned
anything from the shut-
down, it should have been
the level of pain it inflict-
ed on the American peo-
ple. Most egregious: A
halt in SNAP benefits,
which had food assis-
tance recipients pan-
icked and scrambling.
Keeping American fami-
lies in need fed should

have been Congress’
lodestar.

What did they learn?
Nothing.

The concept of fund-
ing-as-leverage is back
among Democrats, with
the Jan. 30 government
funding deadline the tar-
get to force Republicans
to make major conces-
sions on federal health
care spending.

“The fight is not over,”
said Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren.

Can lawmakers please
leave American families
out of this fight? Surely
they read the news sto-
ries of worried families
straining food banks and
citizens organizing help
for community members.
“We the people” doesn’t
mean that ordinary
Americans step up as our
representatives’ in-fight-
ing lays waste to federal
assistance.

We’re in this together,
unless you’re a Capitol
Hill elitist, protected by
the shortages you impose
on voters.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-
Vt., called the Republican
vote against extending
the enhanced subsidies
“an outrage.”

What’s outrageous is
that these enhanced sub-
sidies, passed as part of a
COVID relief package
under the Biden adminis-

Guest
Opinion

We’re in
this together,
unless you're

a Capitol

Hill elitist,
protected by
the shortages

you impose
on volers.

tration, were set to expire
at the end of this year.
They went into effect
under the American Res-
cue Plan Act of 2021, and
extended by the Inflation
Reduction Act of 2022.

That’s three to four
years that could have
been spent coming up
with a forward-thinking
plan. Three to four years
to reach some sort of
compromise, come up
with another way to ease
health care costs. Does no
one have a calendar in
Washington?

But the Kkick-the-can-
down-the road mentality
brought us here, on the
heels of a government
shutdown and staring
down the barrel of anoth-
er. Now the focus is on
playing keep-away with
“leverage.”

Senate Majority Leader
John Thune, R-S.D., is
pushing hard to get a
package of five appropri-
ations bills passed next
month to take away lever-
age from Senate Demo-
cratic progressives who
want to threaten another
shutdown to squeeze
Republicans to back
another Obamacare sub-
sidy extension, according
to The Hill.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-
Texas, warned that if
most of those bills are
left in limbo by the end of
January, Democrats
could replay the shut-
down strategy.

“They may be tempted
to do it, as disastrous as
the last one was,” he said.

Voters deserve better
than this.

“60 ke é'v: N@ THE PAITIOAL MRTM\ISTS H 54me 61FT m.s YeAR'? )

Rural voters must stand up

By DYLAN HEWITT
The Press-Republican (Plattsburgh, New York)
Tribune News Service

Last week’s announcement that
Netflix plans to acquire Warner
Bros. Discovery for over $70 billion,
and Paramount launching a hostile
counter-takeover, should face
aggressive scrutiny. If approved,
either merger will create a corpo-
rate giant with massive control over
what Americans watch, what they
pay and, in some cases, which news
reaches their homes. Entertainment
makes headlines, but Netflix, Para-
mount and Warner aren’t the only
ones using well-connected lobbyists
to sweet talk regulators.

The same monopoly playbook is
being deployed across every essen-
tial part of our economy and in
rural America, it means something
more destructive: abandonment
when we are no longer profitable
enough.

I'm running for Congress in New
York’s 21st District to take a sledge-
hammer to the monopolies that
keep selling working families out
just so Wall Street keeps getting
richer. When everything costs more,
we have less freedom. Paychecks
that used to cover the basics now
fall short, which leaves families to
make impossible choices: heat our
homes or buy groceries, fill our pre-
scriptions or fix the car? That isn’t
the result of a free market, it’s the
result of corporate power without
accountability.

Look no further than health-
care. UnitedHealth Group domi-
nates health insurance, hospital
systems, physician practices and
pharmacy benefits, controlling
nearly every point where we pay for
care. When one corporation has that
much power, it sets the price, and we
have no other options.

At the same time, private equity
firms buy up rural hospitals, load
them with debt and shut them down

when returns don’t satisfy. Here in
NY-21, doctors have warned about
an impending 114-mile medical
desert as a result of our broken
health care system. That’s a ques-
tion of life and death, and it’s why
I'll go to Congress and use its anti-
monopoly powers to break up
healthcare mergers that price us out
of staying alive.

Or look at your utility bill. In
much of rural New York, families
have no real choice of energy
provider. Monopoly  utilities
like National Grid keep raising
rates while infrastructure fails,
while executives collect million-dol-
lar bonuses. During long North
Country winters, we can’t shop
around energy options, we just end
up paying more. That’s not freedom.

Congress should take on price
gouging with its teeth, break up
exclusive service territories and
ban utility company executives
from receiving bonuses when rates
rise faster than inflation. Where
monopoly utilities fail, we need pub-
lic utilities, municipal providers
and rural co-ops that answer to cus-
tomers instead of shareholders.

Then there’s our food. Just four
companies control nearly all meat
processing in the United States:
Tyson, JBS, Cargill and National
Beef. They set the prices our farm-
ers receive and the prices North
Country families pay at checkout.
Farmers are locked into one-sided
contracts while grocery prices soar
and Big Agriculture posts record
profits. Instead of spending billions

in tax dollars to patch over the dam-
age caused by consolidation, Con-
gress should use fair trade agree-
ments to open markets where they
can compete.

Congress lets all this happen
because the same corporations driv-
ing up your costs are funding their
campaigns. For example, one of the
top contributors to Elise Stefanik’s
campaign is Apollo Global Manage-
ment, one of the largest private
equity firms. They use the money
they squeeze out of working fami-
lies to buy political influence that
protects their control. That’s why I
refuse corporate PAC money. You
can’t fight monopolies while taking
their checks.

As a White House trade official, I
served our country to protect Amer-
ican workers and farmers against a
rigged economy. I've seen firsthand
how corporate consolidation hol-
lows out local economies like ours.

When companies have to compete
for your business, they lower prices
to win you over. Right now, they
don’t have to compete, and they jack
up prices because you have nowhere

else to go.
Congress has the tools to actually
make life affordable. Enforce

the Packers and Stockyards Act
from 1921 to rein in the meatpacking
giants and rebuild regional supply
chains where farmers get fair
prices. Block further healthcare
mergers that restrict access to life-
saving care. Break up exclusive util-
ity territories. The laws exist,
but Congress just needs the courage
to use them.

I'm running to be that courage.
We deserve an economy where hard
work pays off, and the basics are
affordable. Where competition is
real, costs are fair and families have
the freedom to build a life and plan
for the future. That’s worth fighting
for, and it’s time someone did.
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In this house
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EQUALITY.
JUSTICE.
LOVE.
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Swiss Village, Inc.

Independent Duplex Homes
Independent Living Apartments
Residential & Assisted Living
Short Term Rehabilitation
Healthcare & Dementia Care
Therapy Services

Berne, IN « 260.589.3173 « www.swissvillage org
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“Where the
MEMBERS
are the OWNERS”
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FINANCIAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

(765) 768-6554
18919 N. Highway 167 N

Dunkirk. IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and

i phone number; services and

website or email address.
All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland

Josh Arthur

(260) 726-8464

Services: 9:30 a.m., 11
a.m.

asburyministries.org

Bellefountain

United Methodist
440 S. 600 East
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul

Corner of Treaty Line
Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon

(260) 726-2373

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise

(260) 997-6231

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in
umec.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort
Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union
City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and
avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Chicago

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene

450 South, 1 mile west of
U.S. 27

Billy Stanton

(260) 251-2403

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
Jack Houck
(260) 729-2164
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene

226 E. Center St.,
Dunkirk

Tom Fett

(765) 768-6199

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200
Dunkirk
Mark Acree
(260) 251-0987
Services: 10 a.m.

South,

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-
land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,
Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist
341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6
p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,
Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6
p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

(419) 375-4680

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Kids vision and teen
ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay

(304) 617-0101

Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle
468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30
p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.
Wednesday

Gilead Church

County road 650 North,
one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street

United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana
Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

67,

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk

(260) 251-8581

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Immaculate
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon

Fr. Martin Sandhage

(260) 726-7055

Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt

(419) 375-4153

Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church
216 W. Pleasant
Dunkirk
Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

St.,

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East
and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m.

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East

Aaron Huey

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Oak Grove

United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union
City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham

(260) 726-7777

Bible class: 9:15 a.m.

Services: 10:20 a.m.

Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

portlandcoc.com

Portland First

Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield

(765) 584-7045

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,
Bryant
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920

Services: 10 a.m.

RedkeyFaith.org

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene
801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-
tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m.
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips

(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,
5:30 p.m. Thursday

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist
17920 Indiana
Dunkirk
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
Tpillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church

at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

167,

Trinity Lutheran

301 N. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery

Ron McCallum

(419) 375-4498

Services: 9 a.m. (contem-
porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore

(260) 726-8391

Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Services: 10:15 a.m.

portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel

6200 N. 375 West, Bryant

Interim Pastor Chris
Kruchkow

(260) 849-0687

Services: 10:20 a.m., 6
p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North
and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-
christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Ron McCallum
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm
ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.

This Area
Church page is
made possible
through
the courtesy of
the following
sponsors!

u s

1 L 1 1 1 1 1 1 |

.Williémsoﬂ,
Spencer & Penrod

Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod

“Serving As We
Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111

PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811 [

pak-a-sak |

We're your
Convenience
Store and a
whole lot more!

T

Albany
Hardware
209 W, State St.
Albany, IN 47320
765-789-4284
WINDOW

REPAR  ppg  PANT

& BIRD ||
SCREEN INSULATION  cepn ||

REPAIR

Behind every project is a

ThueYabue.

Portland True Value

Shop Local

Save Time * Save Money ||
(260) 726-6263 |

1100 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN u

Arm’s Auto Body
260.726.7343

Mike Blowers, Owner
801 N. Wayne Street - Partiand, IN
Quality Work Since 1969
All Makes & Models
All Insurance Companies

Hours: M-F 8 to 5

1

| 6“)/(14.5?&0'(/11@

%’em{(f{/ Jalon H

(765) 768-7375

206 S. Main St. ||
Dunkirk, IN

Candi Hatzell

| @FINANCIAL I
GROUP, LLC

MAY

LIFE « HEALTH
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
MEDICARE M
SUPPLEMENTS
DENTAL & VISION

JEFF HALL
MATT FRANKS [

your hometown agents
(260) 729-5200 H
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

111202 South Main Street

Roce Wlorgan
CP4 |

00 Income Tax Preparation

oo Accounting/Bookeeping | H

o0 Payroll & Payroll Taxes M

Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph.765-768-6716 |

Complete Septic
Systems
Backhoe * Dozer
Hauling * Trenching

Drain Cleaning i

K' 20 fmﬂ

s 3042 West 400 North, |
4 Portland
p260.726.2230 [

I I I I
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SPEED BUMP

TRY NOT TO WT MY RIGHT

RARIN-

A FLY SROT TODRY.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

www_tamiilycireus. corm

“My toothbrush is the blue one
with white whiskers.”

P

i

Dave Coverly  yyy panmry cIrcus

SPEED BUM N

WELLP DID NOU FIGURR OUT
A WHO MOUR SRCRET SANTA 167

95] 4
“Z

morning it was still the night
before Christmas!”

Peanuts Peanuts
i
*FIVE 6OLD RINGS, * THREE FRENCH “TWO TURTLE AND THERE'S THE HOUSE WHERE | | MAYBE SHE'LL SEE ME, MAYBE BILLIE JEAN
"1 b DOVES” WOOPSTOCK THAT LITTLE RED-HAIRED|:] AND COME RUSHING KINE WILL CALL ME
FOUR COLLY BIRDS HENS /\ / IN A BIRCH GIRL LIVES... 31 OUT TO THANK ME FOR TONIGHT AND INVITE
’ TREE!” ‘ i THE CHRISTMAS CARDT | ME OUT TO PINNER
i SENT HER... MAYBE SHELL

PID €00 6WE JMe0
MY GET \Dehs
FOE CURIETMAZZ

i

O

EVEN GIVE ME A HUG...

=

w

1070 Pracats Woskheron LU,

WON ... WE'VE
ONCY OWNED A

Hi and Lois

’TWAS " I JUST HEARD I'LL SET SOME
ANOTHER MOUSE MORE TRAPS.
THE NIGHT 5 STIRRING.
BEFORE i
g
CHRISTMAS...
H
8
B
/2-24

1 kool
WANE KePT

Tank FA@'C';
¥ MORPLY! !

© 2025 UFS.Inc.

Distributed bv Andrews Mcheel Syndication

HOW LoNG DO You
F THINE WE'VE BEEN

| SITTING IN UR 4
; New

HEHHEH..
MY DOOR
HANDLE

IS BUSTED-

PROBABLY (4T
HOME.

Hi and Lois

REMEMBER WHEN
CHIP USED TO WAKE
Us UP AT DAWN ON
CHRISTMAS MORNING?

NOW THE TWINS HAVE
o TO WAKE HIM UP.

12025 Gomierna, inc. Distibuled by King Feaies Syndicele
WO ST TRUBIH

Between Friends

You SEEM PRETTY

WERE SERIOUS ABOUT

T WASREALLY HAPPY You ARE?!

Between Friends

Snuffy Smith

\

EREK. DEREK YEAH-YER ... EIGHT ) THAT oR EIGHT BI6 . NP
SERIOVS ABouT , EACH CTHER, Mom ... WE |¢ UYoU INWTED Him HERE WHEN ? JP:KE up! DId Yeu TINY REINDEER ONTHE _Jil {| FAT RACCOONS IN ; ﬁOL.c./u.ng
DAVID, EMMK Al HAVE BEEN FOR A WHILE |7 FoR CHRISTMAS BECRVSE : LA NEAR TRAT FoOFTOP ... Ho-Ho— i| THE GARAGE Sve vyone
‘ rr o | Bl o SErEmBER S
- N A\ Momen A { L a very
N\ oD My Yi Toeerer. 1 ¥ ; . . L
: R i b : .
: A 'Haliaml.’ '
g - Stndia
Blondie Blondie
YOURE NOT AN EASY PERSON| [ WELL, THEN WHO ARE ALL ) | [ME/ TM REALLY EASY [TWOW! ANL [ A NEW ] TGREAT JOB WITH THE
TO SHOP FOR .|~ THOsE GIFTS FOR? O SHOP FOR! & iPHONE 17 )\ VLOGGING ~( CHRISTMAS GIFTS THIS
/V\A)—/v VIDEQ CAMERA)- VEAR. HONEY }——
H 3 7 'ty el o

iy PRO!
THANKS!
1 7

h
Ines, Weald Hights rese: ved

www Blondie, corm

AN' NOW, AN OL'-TIME BROADCAST
OF “A CHRISMIS CAROL" BY
CHARLES DICKENS...

HEY ! 1S THAT TH' FELLER
4 THAT FOLKS SAY UNCA
SNUFFY LIES LIKE 7!

GOSH, PAW, YORE GIFT-WRAPPIN'
SKILLS HAVE REALLY IMPROVED !!

—
oviiash wedn ey gaopls v ynd Ty sl

Beetle

Bailey
T DECIDED TO NO TURKEY o _ HAVESOME
TO GET BEETLE FOR DONATE OUR AND MERRY MEATBALLS'!
CHRISTMAS DINNER TO THE “ STUFFING?
FOOD PANTRY

25 Gamicans, e Distibulod by King Feature:

_—
=
—

-
i

Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
cartoon. Maybe it’s a column
by a member of The CR staff.
But we try to keep our sense
of humor.

The Commercial Review I Dl
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Contract 2 k Contract 2 S k
N D
Bridge < By Steve Becker Bridge & By teve Becker 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR
A stitch in time saves nine Two wrongs make a right CLASSIFIED ADS PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION
260-726-8141 SATURDAY, JANUARY ROLLIN J LANES
South dealer. later. North dealer. North might have an 18-point hand ADVERTISING RATES 10, 2026 BUSINESS LIQUIDA-
Neither side vu(l)nerable. Sg, gﬂu win t]he Ijm:k o(}‘ hemgs North-South \«El]lncmblc. ﬁont(idining one ac}(]:, or a 13-poill1u 20 Word Minimum 10:00 A.M. TION
NORTH with the queen, lead a spade to the NORTH and containing three aces. In the : . L . L
AAKQS ace and return the ten of diamonds, Al latter case, you'd make a grand Eﬁgqtlve 07/01/2018: Location: 7851 W. 400 Located: 1616 N. Meridi-
YAG2 You are hoping East will play low YA98S slam: in the former case, your limit Minimum charge.... N., an Street, Portland IN
$1094 and that West will win the trick. If ;]A?EEEQ " W(iﬂﬂﬁ befll [ricll(‘s. ; $12.40 Pennville, IN 47369 JANUARY 1, 2026
&743 this happens, you're on Easy Street, : i t therefore makes perfect sense to . f s . . ’
WEST EAST because regardless of what West WEST EAST find out exactly where you stand by 1 insertion......... 62¢/ OPEN HOUSE: 10:00 A.M.
497 aJ1062 returns, you can win and force out 3(2) ; :}‘(I 45 ulsiwgg }Biuclﬁwumd di]rect]y over one word SATURDAY, DECEM- RESTAURANT EQUIP-
YJlo9T7 Y843 the remaining high diamond to 4 .3 club. In the actual case, partner H i _ .
+K73 *AG6S assure nine tricks. $KTES54 +AQ03 responds (ive hearts, indicating two 2 insertions....... 81¢/ BER 13, 2(_)25 10:00 . MENT '
AK952 &) 108 Unfortunately, when you lead the #0742 _ AI065 aces, so you quickly put an end to ) .Word AM - 2:00 PM Manitowoc IC.e maker;
SOUTH diamond from dummy, East Q?\()KL% l?ﬂ A thcdproc;(ccdlqgs bly bulidmg six 3 insertions....... 96¢/ SATURDAY, JANUARY  MD TEP-25 pizza oven;
A543 smartly puts up the ace, and. even 0 5 spades, knowing that the oppo- _ . _
YKQ5 worse, teturns the jack of clubs. YK 10 nents hold an ace, ) . .Word 3, 2026_ 12:00 PM TS 7_0000 conveyor
*0QJ82 You were hoping this wouldn't hap- 4] That's how the auction went at 6 insertions.... $1.14/ 2:00 PM baker; (2) Anets deep
e bidd #AQ0 pen, \l)dl]jjdi was m;c of the éuasous e bl Lh "'0*‘; :I‘bll? where Sl“hlsl’ﬂﬁlit‘i\ Wf'is word OR BY APPOINTMENT fryers; Delfield cooler;
The bidding: ou led diamonds from dummy he bidding: reached. But al one table where the f :
South \’%’est North  East ])llsle‘dd of your own hand. Huv.)i North  East South  West bidgi'mg began _this way, North 12 insertions. $1 52/ REAL ESTATE B_EING Model C5'_]'242 electro
14 Puss | & Pass ever, it has happened. I_-!- Pass 4 NT  Pass decided to try for a top score by word OFFERED: freeze ice cream
I NT lPajs 3 NTI You reason that you'd be taking 3 Y Il‘uds-s , o br%dlr‘tgjﬂg IR o ik sr’éldgﬁ- 26 insertions. $1.77/ 1Q STORY HOME - machine; Whirlpool side
Opening lea ack of hearts. an unnecessary risk i’ you finesse pening lead — 7 Last led the ace of diamonds, . . : ; .
'[]Jct’s iay .vou’rél declarer at three  the queen, 5o 3m1 play t});o ace. The  The Blackwood convention, cor- continued with the three after West word 3,208 SQ. FT.; 3 BDRM; t?y. S'Qe refr[gerator,
f rectly used, is extremely valuable in  signaled wilh the seven. and North Includes 1 BATH; KITCHEN; Frigidaire upright freez-

notrump and West leads the jack of
hearts. You count your sure tricks
and see you have seven. I the
spades are divided 3-3, you'll have
an eighth, and a successful club
linesse would then give you nine.
However, these possibilities,
though real, are not as promising
as the chance of developing two
tricks in diamonds. Besides, 1f the
spades are going to break evenly
and the club fnesse is going Lo suc-
ceed, there's no hurry about testing
them yet, since you can do that

reason for refusing the finesse 15
that if East has the king of clubs,
nothing can defeat you 1l you play
the ace, while if West has the king,
you could (and in this case would)
be deleated by a club return aller
the queen lost to the king.

Now you play a diamond, and,
sinee West has the king, you make
the contract. Your queen of clubs is
not subject to attack with West on
lead. Whatever he returns alter tak-
ing the king of diamonds, vou arc
sure to score at least nine tricks.

Tomorrow: Two wrongs make a right.

22025 King Feutures Syndicute Tnc.
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OSTRHYK ZS8

CRYPTOQUIP

XJ YISGQ Y

HFTRURSGZ, UAGCITK KGTFQRHF

JRVQ: “R’C

JFQQRX’

CGVVRX

VSA UOARZQCYZ.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE THE MAN HAD
GROWN WEARY OF DWELLING IN A MONASTERY
FOR MANY YEARS, HE THREW IN THE COWL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals Y

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 23 Tickle DOWN 14 Min.
1 Fireplace 25 Teller's 1 Enjoyed stats
residue partner im- 15 Docu-
4 Combat 26 Helpa mensely mentarian
7 “Beetle robber 2 Luminary Burns
Bailey” 27 Corn 3 Low-cost 19 London's
dog serving lodgings Big —
8Gelato 28 De Mile 4 Lyrics 20 Ump’s
holders of dance 5 Quzo yell
10 Concepts 30 Tramcar flavor 21 Bike com-
11 “Break contents 6 Harvest ponents
Free" 33 Coffee 7 “‘Hamil- 22 Like
singer order ton” actor many
Grande 36 Deli Leslie “spam’
13 Joni meat —Jr. emails
Mitchell 37 Agra’s 8 — Major 23 Sleeping
album land (constel- 24 Handel
inducted 38 Gitt lation) oratorio,
into the recipient 9 Tangles with “The’
Grammy 39 Mideast 10 Post-op 25 Chest
Hall of guif area muscle
Fame 40 Sailor 12 “Gleg” 26 Ward of
16 Ballpark 41 Sweetie quitarist Warbucks
figure 28 Range
17 Beetho-  Solution time: 23 mins. brand
ven's 29 Arcade
“Far —" enthusi-
18 Num- ast
bered rd. 30 Poet
19 Diner Nash
orders 31 April
20 Lena of 2 forecast
“Choco- E| 32 Epoch
lat® : 34 Oodles
21 Stab Yesterday’s answer 12-24 35 Nullify
R 4 1[5 s
r
10
13

16

31 |32

Auts Sales & Sevice, Tne.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

Iur‘ Von Schrader Dry
- ! Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

bidding or avoiding slams. It is
especially  important in hands
where the number of aces is the key
to how many tricks can be made.

Assume you're South in this deal,
which occurred in a tournament,
and partner opens one club. The
question ol whether there is a slam
depends almost entirely on how
many aces partner has,

Without Blackwood — or a simi-
lar convention — you'd be totally
in the dark as to how high to go.

Tomorrow: B

went down three, losing 300 points.

It was only after the play ended
that North-South realized East had
led out of turn. South had bid
notrump [irst, so West should have
made the opening lead.

If South had rcalized that Cast’s
diamond lead was oul ol turn, he
could then, as declarer, have pro-
hibited West from leading a dia-
mond. In that case, South would
have made all 13 tricks, and North
would have had his top score.

idding quiz.

£2025 King Features Syndicute Tnc.
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RORVRYI
TYXNDAYI EID C
JE VYOXY BIYR

BITNX WIICV.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:

CRYPTOQUIP

HNODN JE DNYLAOH

ALV YWJRX JON

V' DNAOLNND:

HOLIDAY SONG ABOUT

A DELICIOUS, CRUMBLY YULETIDE GIFT: “T'M
GETTIN” MUFFIN FOR CHRISTMAS.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals G

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 33 Activist 53 Profes- 9 Store for
1 Envelope  Parks sional readers
part 34 In the ap. 10 Moreover
5 Carry- — past 54 Matching 11 “Get it?”
(travel 35 Rokerand  pair 19 Have a
bags) Michaels 55 Belgian cold
8 Some 36 Prank river 21 Apr. ad-
corp. 37 Film that dressee
recruits intro- DOWN 23 Full of
12 Rife with duced 1 Poodle’s moxie
foliage the song bane 24 Audio
13 Automa- “White 2 A deadly equip-
ton, for Christ- sin ment
short mas” 3 Now, on brand
14 Highly- 40— -Aid amemo 25 Calendar
rated 41 Slow- 4 Legend- span
15 Morales pokes ary TV 26 Nevada
of “Ozark” 45 Kin of host neighbor
16 “Today” IMHO Regis 27 NASA
alter- 47 Barn bird 5 Maternity ~ scrub
native, 49 Enfold ward doc 28 Carpen-
briefly 50 Info 6 Paris ter's items
17 Took the 51 “The appella- 32 Zigzags
train Simp- tion in snow
18 Frolicking sons” 7 Like 33 Fled
20 “Casa- bartender  potatoes 35 Hubbub
blanca” 52 Verdi 8 Explorer 36 Anderson
cafe opera Polo Cooper's
owner s 7 channel
99 “White Solution time: 24 mins. g Hawkeys
Christ- rA s[H]A]R 39 Archipel-
mas” O|T|TIOMC|O[N[E|S ago part
s {JE{EI M) L a2 Sorng
26 Before o EE L S EG flower
29 Speech RGE TTn| 43 Stow
fillers Mﬂs 3 DONBE cargo
30 Garden  [P[E[N]|N AlB EEH 44 Mast
tool E[A[RIAlc[N[E[SIMO|RIE] 45 Rx over-
31 Animated [CIR[EIAIMIAINIDISIUIGIAIR]  gaar
figure ot D 46 Used to
32 Hog Aol be
haven Yesterday’s answer 1225 48 Travail
EE g [0 |11
12
15
18

u

24 |25

30
31
34
: -
42 |43 |44
50
53

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL, & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services
ANDY KING
765-881-1611

\ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL

SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets,
AppliquE, Zippers, Hem-
ming, Memory T-Shirt,
Special Orders, Wedding
& Prom Gowns.
260.766.9334

DINING RM/LIVING RM

COMBO; UTILITY RM;

BASEMENT W/ WOOD
STOVE; DETACHED
GARAGE; 2 BARNS;
PASTURES; STEEL
GRAIN BIN; 6.46 +/-

ACRES.

CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION!
TERMS OF SALE:
10% Non-refundable
deposit day of sale.
Property being sold as-
is, where is. New Sur-
vey has been completed
in December 2025.
Taxes prorated until day
of closing. Possession
at closing. Closing to be
held within 45 days or
less from day of auction.
Title Insurance will be
provided and taxes pro-
rated to the day of clos-
ing. ANY ANNOUNCE-
MENTS MADE DAY OF
AUCTION WILL TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER
ANYTHING IN PRINT.
OWNER - LARRY
MOSER ESTATE
Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Portland,
IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051
260-729-2281 - Cell
Ryan Davidson
AU10600063 260-726-
5076

49TH ANNUAL
COLDWATER YOUNG
FARMERS
CONSIGNMENT AUC-
TION
Saturday February 14,
2026
The Coldwater Young
Farmer Association will
be conducting their
annual farm machinery
consignment auction at
the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in
Coldwater, Ohio.
For more information on
consigning your farm
machinery please call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-
733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-
852-0800
Machinery consigned by
January 17, 2026 can
be advertised

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

GET IT IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find
in
The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to
a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141

er; Star Model 524 table
top grill; stainless prep
table; nacho cheese
warmers; Budweiser Lite
Up sign; bowling pins;
popcorn machine; credit
card machines; trophies;
file cabinets; and many
other items not listed.
TRAILER - BOWLING
EQUIPMENT - TOOLS
Storage trailer; Phoenix
lane cleaner; CTX digital
conveyor; ball polisher;
bowling shoes;3T floor
jacks; Craftsman sock-
ets; tap & die set; C
clamps; wrenches;
Campbell Hausfield 26
gallon upright compres-
sor; LARGE LOT OF
SCRAP; several metal
shelves; and many other
items not listed.
Auctioneers Note:
Please note that this
auction will be held
inside but there is no
heat in the building so
please dress according-
ly.

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE \Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  wi/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at
your location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

THE

CLASSFIEDS
Find it - Buy I,

Sell It!

(260) 726-8141
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Jay swim
makes light
work of Jets

MONROE — Both the
girls and boys are back in
the win column.

The Jay County High
School swim teams trav-
eled to Adams Central to
face the Jets on Monday.
The JCHS girls whooped
the Jets 142-17 while the
boys picked up a 104-69
victory.

The girls (5-1, 3-0 Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence) nearly pulled off a
clean sweep of the top
spot in every race, but just
missed  the 50-yard
freestyle.

Dual event winners for
the girls include Maria
Laux, who swam the 200
freestyle and 100 butterfly,
Elly Byrum, who claimed
wins in the 200 individual
medley and 500 freestyle,
and Brooklynn Byrum,
who touched the wall first
in the 100 freestyle and 100
breaststroke.

Other victories for the
girls came from Kali
Newell (1-meter diving),
Avery Wentz (100 back-
stroke) and the relay
teams.

Grady Warvel and Coop-
er Glentzer led the Patriot
boys (3-3, 2-1 ACAC) with a
pair of individual wins.

Warvel handled the 200
IM and 100 butterfly, while
Glentzer swam the 100
freestyle and 100 breast-
stroke.

Lincoln Clamme and
Carson Westgerdes both
won an individual event
as well, claiming the 200
freestyle and 500 freestyle,
respectively.

The JCHS boys also got
wins in the 200 and 400
freestyle relays while

missing out on the top
spot on the 200 medley

Local
Roundup

relay, 50 freestyle, diving
and 100 backstroke.

After a clean sweep, the
girls hold their own des-
tiny in the ACAC, while
the boys will continue
punching up at Bluffton.

Just short

HOUSTON, Ohio — A
rough third quarter kept
the Fort Recovery girls
basketball team from
picking up its first win of
the season as it fell to the
Houston Wildcats 38-36.

The Indians (0-9) made
it to halftime with a 1-
point lead but got
outscored by Houston 10-5
in the third quarter.
While FRHS was able to
win the final period,
Houston (6-3) did just
enough to hold onto the
lead.

After being held score-
less in the first quarter,
Cameron Muhlenkamp
put up 16 points to lead
the Tribe. Bridget Homan
also finished in double
figures with 11 points.

Makenna Huelskamp
and Kayla Gearke were
the only other Indians to
find the hoop with seven
and two points, respec-
tively.

Olivia Burks scored 17
points to lead the Wild-
cats.

Fort Recovery will get
another shot at a win on
Saturday against Preble
Shawnee.
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Matthew Fisher swims the 100-meter backstroke on Dec. 5 when the Jay County High School
swim team took on the Bluffton Tigers. On Monday, both the JCHS boys and girls teams beat Adams
Central to round out the regular season meets against Allen County Athletic Conference teams.
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Chiefs agree to

deal to move to
Kansas in 2031

By SAM McDOWELL,
MATTHEW KELLY and
KACEN BAYLESS

The Kansas City Star
Tribune News Service

TOPEKA, Kan. — The
Kansas City Chiefs
announced Monday their
plans to move across the
state line and build a new

stadium in Wyandotte
County.
The announcement came

after a group of top Kansas
lawmakers met in Topeka
to approve an incentive
package, and as Gov. Laura
Kelly spoke at a news con-
ference to announce some
of the details.

The stadium will be built
in Wyandotte County and
will be surrounded by an
entertainment  district,
Kelly said. A new team
headquarters and a prac-
tice facility will be built in
Olathe, Kan.

“Kansas is not a fly-over
state. We’re a touchdown
state,” Kelly said, calling
today’s announcement “a
little bit surreal.”

In a written statement,
Chiefs owner Clark Hunt
confirmed the news and
added further details.

“Today we are excited to
take another momentous
step for the future of the
franchise,” he said. “We
have entered into an agree-
ment with the State of
Kansas to host Chiefs foot-
ball beginning with the
2031 season.

“In the years ahead, we
look forward to designing
and building a state-of-the-
art domed stadium and
mixed-use district in Wyan-
dotte County, and a best-in-
class training facility, team
headquarters and mixed-
use district in Olathe, total-
ing a minimum of $4 bil-
lion of development in the
State of Kansas.”

Lawmakers
incentives

A council of Kansas law-
makers in Topeka voted
unanimously to approve a

approved

deal negotiated with Chiefs
ownership by Lt. Gow
David Toland on behalf of
the Kansas Department of
Commerce.

The lawmakers, eight
members of Kansas Leg-
islative Coordinating Coun-
cil, met at 1 p.m. CST in the
Kansas Capitol. Within an
hour, they had met in exec-
utive session, out of the
view of the public, and
returned to vote unani-
mously to approve an
incentive package that
would allow the Kansas
City Chiefs to move to
Kansas.

Rep. Sean Tarwater, a
Stilwell Republican, said he
helped craft the souped-up
stadium incentive package,
and said STAR bonds are “a
unique way to fund really
big, cool, fun things.

“It’s a way to build things
and allow the people who
visit the attractions to pay
for it, rather than putting it
on the taxpayers’ backs.”

He had high praise for Lt.
Gov. David Toland, a Demo-
crat, who led negotiations
with the Chiefs.

“I can’t really comment
on the details until the gov-
ernor speaks for all of the
work that they did. They
did alot of really good work
on this. David Toland is an
incredible negotiator, and I
feel like the state of Kansas
got a great deal,” Tarwater
said. Meeting in Topeka

Monday’s meeting at the
Kansas Statehouse had
loomed for days as it
emerged to play a pivotal
role in deciding which side
of the Missouri border the
Kansas City Chiefs would
build their future on.

Top Republican and
Democratic lawmakers in
Topeka were expected to
discuss the status of a pos-
sible massive subsidy deal
to lure the Chiefs across the
state line at the meeting of
the Legislative Coordinat-
ing Council, or LCC.

See Chiefs page 9
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Notre Dame, USC will pause rivalry game

By RYAN KARTIJE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — One of col-
lege football’s longest-lasting
and most storied rivalries will
be taking a break in 2026.

After months of negotiations
and public posturing, USC and
Notre Dame have failed to reach
an agreement to continue their
rivalry series.

“USC and Notre Dame recog-
nize how special our rivalry is
to our fans, our teams, and col-
lege football, and our institu-
tions will continue working
towards bringing back The Bat-
tle for the Jeweled Shillelagh,”

the schools said in a joint state-
ment they released Monday.
“The rivalry between our two
schools is one of the best in all
of sport, and we look forward to
meeting again in the future.”

USC has now turned its focus
to finding a new nonconference
opponent to fill out its 2026
schedule. The earliest the two
rivals could play again, a person
familiar with discussions told
The Los Angeles Times, is the
2030 season.

Four months ago, USC athlet-
ic director Jennifer Cohen told
The Times she was “hopeful”
the two schools could come to an

Chiefs ...
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Continued from page 8

The Kansas Legislative
Coordinating Council, or
LCC’s, meeting was a sig-
nificant revelation after
state lawmakers passed a
supercharged  bonding
program, known as STAR
bonds, for the Chiefs.

The influential eight-
member panel includes
the top Democratic and
Republican leaders in
both chambers of the
Kansas Legislature and
oversees state business
when lawmakers are not
in session.

Kansas plans to fund the
development through a
supercharged version of
its Sales Tax and Revenue,
or STAR bonds program,
which is designed to fund
regional attractions by
paying back developers
with future sales tax rev-
enue generated by
tourists. Per the program,
the bonds can fund up to
70% of a new stadium
project. It’s not yet clear
how much of a new Chiefs
stadium will be publicly
subsidized.

A new domed Chiefs sta-
dium is estimated to cost
around $3 billion, not
accounting for any prac-
tice facilities.

Arrowhead Stadium

agreement to continue the
series.

USC had just extended an
amended offer to Notre Dame,
one that accommodated its
rival’s desire for a multi-year
agreement. The Trojans had
previously been reluctant to
lock in a long-term extension,
given the uncertainty surround-
ing the future of the College
Football Playoff format.

“We’re trying to extend the
series,” Cohen said at the time.
“This is an important series for
us and for our fans and for our
program, and hopefully we get
to a resolution that supports

and is in the best interest of our
program.”

Given the new demands of the
Big Ten travel schedule, USC
had hoped to move the game to
the beginning of the football
season. In her recent State of
Troy address, Cohen noted,
without mentioning Notre
Dame by name, that USC want-
ed to “play our non-conference
opponents in the Coliseum as
early as possible every year.”

“USC is the only team in the
Big Ten to play a nonconference
road game after Week 4 in either
of the past two seasons,” she
wrote. “USC is also the only

The Chiefs have played
at Arrowhead Stadium in
Kansas City, Mo., since
1972, and it’s been home to
the birth of a recent foot-
ball dynasty. Their cur-
rent lease expires after the
2030 season.

The seismic decision

have

team to play a nonconference
game after Week 4 in both sea-
sons.”

But after appearing for
months to be on track for an
agreement, discussions around
playing the game during Week
Zero of the 2026 season broke
down in recent weeks.

The rivalry series dates back
to 1926 and was only previously
paused for World War II. With
the exception of the 2020 pan-
demic-shortened season, the
two schools had played for 78
straight seasons. They last met
in October, with Notre Dame
dealing USC a 34-24 defeat.

Tribune News Service/Kansas City Star/Tammy LJungbaId

Arrowhead Stadium at the Truman Sports Complex in Kansas City. The Kansas City Chiefs recently announced plans to

routinely touted

When the ballot ques-

fund up to 50% of stadium

Lee’s Summit Republican,

leave Arrowhead Stadium and jump the state line to build a new stadium in Wyandotte County by 2031. The Chiefs have spent the
last 53 years playing at Arrowhead Stadium.

“As easy as it would be

comes after a year and a
half of the Chiefs playing
Kansas and Missouri offi-
cials off of each other to
secure the most favorable
stadium deal.

The move is likely to
send shockwaves across
the Chiefs’ home state of

ongoing negotiations to
keep the team inside state
lines.

In April 2024, Jackson
County voters rejected the
40-year extension of a local
sales tax that would have
funded a new Royals Stadi-

tion was rejected, Kansas
officials seized on the
opportunity to make their
own pitch.

Missouri officials
remained optimistic in the
lead-up to the Kansas Leg-
islative Coordinating

costs with public money
would be enough to keep
the Chiefs from crossing
the border.

“No matter how long we
had to think about this as
a possibility, it’s still a
shock to the system,” Mis-

said in a phone interview
after news of the Chiefs’
move broke.

Patterson characterized
the Chiefs’ move as a busi-
ness decision, saying that
a new domed stadium in
Kansas was an offer that

to now play the blame
game here in Missouri, I
think it’s best we regroup
and get together as city,
state and county leaders
and see what we can do
about maybe keeping the
Kansas City Royals in

Missouri, where officials

um and major renovations
at Arrowhead Stadium.

Sports on tap

Council’s vote that a com-
peting incentive offer to

souri  House

Jonathan Patterson, a

Speaker

Arrowhead Stadium in
Missouri could not match.

Missouri,” Patterson
said.

Local schedule
Saturday

Jay County — Boys basketball vs. Wapahani —
6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling vs. Parkway at
Speedway Lanes — 9 a.m.; Wrestling at Parkway —
9 a.m.; Girls basketball vs. Preble Shawnee — 11
a.m.; Boys bowling vs. Parkway at Speedway
Lanes — 1 p.m.; Boys basketball at South

Adams - 6 p.m.

TV schedule

Today
8 p.m. — College football Hawai'i Bowl: Cal
vs. Hawai'i (ESPN)

Thursday
12 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at New

York Knicks (ESPN)

2:30 p.m. — NBA: San Antonio Spurs at
Oklahoma City Thunder (ESPN)

4:30 p.m. — NFL: Detroit Lions at Minneso-
ta Vikings (CBS)

5 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Golden
State Warriors (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NBA: Houston Rockets at Los
Angeles Lakers (ESPN)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Denver Broncos at

Kansas City Chiefs (ABC)
10:30 p.m. — NBA: Minnesota Timber-
wolves at Denver Nuggets (ESPN)

Friday
1 p.m. — College football GameAbove
Sports Bowl: Central Michigan vs. Northwestern
(ESPN)
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Manches-
ter United at Newcastle United (USA)

4:30 p.m. — College football Rate Bowl:
New Mexico vs. Minnesota (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Indiana
Pacers (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — College football First Responder
Bowl: FIU vs. UTSA (ESPN)

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap’,
email details to sports@thecr.com

*Rate does not apply to special sections.
*Ads must run in January
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Daniel Schwartz Kassidy Kirby

¢ EREEPRFCEELGRCEERGERCLOOCRFITE

AGE GROUP 1-6: AGE GROUP 7-10: Daniel Schwartz 10 -
Declan Eley 3 Kassidy Kirby 7- Winner
Archer Eley 4 Honorable Mention Kaitlyn Castillo 9
Margaret Hilty 5 Piper Eley 7 Mervin Schwartz 8
Reed Richards 6 Nora Castillo 7 Susanna Neuenschwander 10
Mila Byrum 6 - Everly Morehaus 8 Bernadette Dirksen 9 -
Winner Piper Wagner 10 Overall Winner
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