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Books

Project Hail Mary

This Andy Weir novel was at the top of my to-read list when I made an effort in
early 2025 to break out of a book-reading slump. It surpassed expectations. The
narrative style was extremely effective and all of the science was well explained.
It was easy to connect with the characters and to see their world through the
descriptions in the book. There are twists and turns throughout, none of them
obvious but all of them effective and logical. You will learn, smile, laugh, cry and
consider our place in the universe. — Ray Cooney

Why We Love Baseball

If you know anything about me, you know I genuinely can’t get enough of base-
ball. I’ve consumed media related to the sport my whole life, but I don’t think I’ve
ever read something that better encapsulates the spirit of the game than this book
by Joe Posnanski. It covers all the bases, balancing lighthearted tales with heart-
warming and tear-jerking stories. It’s easy to pick up and leave off as it’s broken
up into a collection of short stories; but beware — if you love the National Pas-
time as much as I do, it might not be easy to put down. — Ethan Oskroba

Sunrise on the Reaping

Suzanne Collins dropped the second prequel book to her hit series “The Hunger
Games” back in March. While many may read the book just to further immerse
themselves in the world of Panem that Collins has created, I enjoyed her exploration
of government-controlled media and the dangers it brings to allow the party in
power to have complete control and unchecked narrative. — Andrew Balko

At the end of each year, “top 10” and “best of ” lists are everywhere.
They list the best songs, books, podcasts, movies, TV shows, video games,
restaurants and tech.
) We do something a little different.
Since 2019, we've asked our writers to share some of their favorite things. They
are free to suggest anything they want. There are no limits.
The idea here is to provide readers with a variety of favorites across a range of
topics. The hope is that we might point out some things that may not have other-
wise crossed readers’ paths.
It’s an opportunity to expand horizons.
If one of the books, TV shows, podcasts, video games, musical artists or sand-
wiches below becomes a favorite of yours, great. If not, that's OK too. Either way,
we all benefit from trying new things.

See Recommends page 5

State courts may decide fate of

By JONATHAN SHORMAN

Stateline.org

After Missouri lawmakers
passed a gerrymandered congres-
sional map this fall, opponents
submitted more than 300,000 sig-
natures seeking to force a
statewide vote on whether to
overturn the map. But Republi-
can state officials say they will
use the map in the meantime.

Missouri courts now appear
likely to weigh in.

“If we need to continue to liti-
gate to enforce our constitutional
rights, we will,” said Richard von
Glahn, a progressive activist who
leads People Not Politicians,
which is leading the campaign
opposing the gerrymandered
map.

As some states engage in an
extraordinary redraw of congres-

Deaths

Sharon McIntosh,
Franklin
Details on page 2.

Gambling
proposals
~| are on
agenda
for 2026

Lawmakers
to consider
online sales,
casino in
Fort Wayne

By TOM DAVIES
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Proposals for allowing
the Hoosier Lottery to sell
tickets online and
the opening of a Fort
Wayne-area casino are in
the cards for what could be
Indiana’s biggest gambling
expansion since sports
wagering was legalized in
2019.

Legislators started
advancing the Fort Wayne
casino plan in December
and are expected to take up
an online lottery bill soon
after they return to the
Statehouse in January.

While those look to be
the gambling topics most
likely to gain traction,
some lawmakers also want
to authorize internet casi-
no games and to push con-
sideration of a downtown
Indianapolis casino.

Rep. Ethan Manning,
chair of the House Public
Policy Committee that
handles gambling-related
bills, said he believes “i-lot-
tery is much closer than i-
gaming” to winning the
approval of lawmakers.

Manning’s committee
last year endorsed a bill for
both online lottery and
casino games, but it didn’t
reach the full House for a
vote amid  concerns
that internet gambling
would draw business away
from physical casinos and
risk greater gambling
addiction.

Manning, R-Logansport,
said during the recent Den-
tons Legislative Confer-
ence that he was sponsor-
ing a bill for this session
dealing only with the
online lottery:

“I want to try and move
that this year, because if
we get it passed this year,
by the time we pass the bill
and get it implemented,
we're talking 12 to 18
months before we start col-
lecting that i-lottery rev-
enue,” Manning said. “If
we get it passed this short
session, then we’ll have
that revenue to consider
going into the 2027 budget
year.”

See Gambling page 2

Indiana redistricting push
raised constitutional questions

sional districts ahead of the 2026
midterm elections, state courts
may decide the fate of the new
maps. President Donald Trump
has pushed Republican state law-
makers to gerrymander their
states’ congressional maps,
prompting Democratic state law-
makers to respond in kind.
Nationwide, state judges are
poised to play a pivotal role in
adjudicating legal challenges to
the maps, which have been draft-

Weather

ed to maximize partisan advan-
tage for either Republicans or
Democrats, depending on the
state. Maps are typically only
redrawn once a decade following
the census.

While some state courts have
long heard map-related lawsuits,
the U.S. Supreme Court has all
but taken federal courts out of
the business of reviewing
redrawn maps this year.

maps

Tribune News Sice/Missouri Independent/Rudi Keller

Missouri Capitol Police officers conduct security
checks on boxes of petition signatures submitted to force a
referendum vote on the state’s new congressional map. State
courts in Missouri and other states may decide whether new

73,

Jay County had a high
temperature of 26 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 15.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low between 10 and 15. Expect
mostly cloudy skies Saturday
with a high in the upper 20s.
Temperatures will climb into
the 30s by Monday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

tion.

next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

See Courts page 2 maps passed this year are used in the 2026 midterm elections.
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Gambling ...

Continued from page 1
Online lottery details

An analysis prepared by the
Legislative Services Agency for
last session’s proposal projected
that online sales would boost the
Hoosier Lottery’s revenues by
between $314 million and $629
million in the third year.

That would come as the lot-
tery’s sales have been flat at
around $1.7 billion for the past
five years.

Online lottery sales likely
wouldn’t start until the summer
of 2027 as lottery officials hire
the needed vendors and set up
measures to confirm app users
are at least 18 years and and are
present inside the state lines

when  making  purchases,
Hoosier Lottery spokesman
Jared Bond said.

If given approval for online
sales, the Hoosier Lottery plans
to sell both instant games and
tickets for jackpot drawings
such as Powerball and MegaMil-
lions via the internet, Bond said.

The lottery could also host
online instant games on its site.

The addition of online sales
was projected to boost the lot-
tery’s annual profits — $340 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2025 — by
between $25 million and $80 mil-
lion in the third year.

Illinois, Kentucky and Michi-
gan are among 18 states current-
ly with online lottery sales, he
said.

“It doesn’t cannibalize tradi-
tional lottery,” Bond said. “In
essence, it really brings new
players to the market and actual-
ly helps traditional brick-and-
mortar retailers grow as well,
sometimes by double digits, in
their sales.”

The Indiana Food and Fuel
Association, which represents
convenience stores, isn’t oppos-
ing the push for online lottery
sales, according to the group’s
lobbyist, Matthew Norris.

“We have learned from the
experiences in other states that
retailers have not been negative-

CR almanac

ly impacted when i-lottery has
been introduced because of the
cross-promotional efforts to
drive business into brick-and-
mortar retailers,” Norris said.
“So we look forward to partner-
ing with the Hoosier Lottery to
explore ways for retailers to ben-
efit from the new offering.”

Debate over casinos

Committees in both the Senate
and House got an early start on
consideration of the Fort Wayne
casino with December public
hearings.

The Senate Public Policy Com-
mittee voted unanimously Dec. 9
to advance a bill to the full Sen-
ate, while the House committee
is expected to take action in
early January.

Lawmakers are weighing
whether to approve the state’s
14th casino license for the Fort
Wayne-area project or allow the
Rising Star Casino from south-
eastern Indiana — owned and
operated by Full House Resorts

Obituaries

— to move there. That Ohio
River casino generates the least
casino tax in the state and has
seen revenues plummet since
casinos opened in Ohio and gam-
bling expanded in Kentucky.

Manning said he supported
transferring the Rising Star
license to Fort Wayne as such a
move would help Indiana’s two
other Cincinnati-area casinos in
amarket that has changed great-
ly since those opened more than
25 years ago.

“I think that’s something we
need to consider moving for-
ward, not just solving one prob-
lem, solving more than one at
the same time,” Manning said.

A study released by the Indi-
ana Gaming Commission in
October found that Indianapolis
was the top location for a casino
relocation, followed by north-
east Indiana.

While the Indianapolis region
would bring the state more tax
revenue, it would also hurt the
two casinos nearby in Shel-

byville and Anderson that also
have horse tracks and help sup-
port the horse racing industry.
The Fort Wayne aarea was seen
as more of an open market,
impacting casinos in Ohio and
Michigan.

Some Indianapolis lawmakers
are advocating for a downtown
casino in the city, but they face
resistance from Republican
House Speaker Todd Huston and
others.

“I believe the Indianapolis
market is already adequately
served by the current gaming
facilities,” Huston said in a
statement. “I do support explor-
ing a new gaming license in
Northeast Indiana and the eco-
nomic development opportuni-
ties it could bring to the
region.”

Approval for new casinos in
Gary and Terre Haute came in
the state’s last major gaming
expansion bill in 2019, when law-
makers also allowed the start of
sports wagering.
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Lotteries

Powerball
11-19-34-48-53
Power Ball: 21
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $45
million

Mega Millions
Estimated  jackpot:
$157 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-8-5
Daily Four: 8-4-4-4
Quick Draw: 1-3-11-12-
16-19-21-25-26-29-30-37-39-

Daily Four: 9-3-6-1

Quick Draw: 4-8-15-16-
17-18-20-29-35-36-39-51-56-
61-64-66-68-71-74-77

Cash 5: 1-8-30-35-36

Estimated  jackpot:
$85,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-3-8
Pick 4: 8-2-5-3
Pick 5: 6-3-7-1-3
Evening
Pick 3: 3-2-7
Pick 4: 3-0-8-3
Pick 5: 2-0-9-5-9
Rolling Cash: 2-4-7-19-

41-42-50-53-68-69-76 32

Evening Estimated  jackpot:

Daily Three: 5-1-2 $140,000
Markets
Cooper Farms Wheat .....ccoovvennene. 4.63
Fort Recovery
COTNueeeeeeeeeeeenan, 459 ADM
Feb. corn .......cceee.. 461 Montpelier

COrNueeeieiiiiieeeenee, 4.42
POET Biorefining Feb. corn .................. 4.44
Portland Beans......ccoeuuunnnns 10.36
(070) '+ FEUURRO 459 Feb. beans .............. 10.43
Feb.corn ..ooveeee. 453 Wheat ...cccovnvveennnn. 4.88
March corn.............. 4.53
Heartland

The Andersons St. Anthony
Richland Township Corn...........ccccoee....e. 4.57
COrn ..uevveeeveeeeeeennnnn. 447 Jan.corn.................. 4.52
Feb. corn.................. 449 BeansS.........e. 10.08
Beans........ccccoeuue.. 10.40 March beans.......... 10.23
Feb. beans .............. 10.49 Wheat .....ccceeeueenneee. 4.63

Today in history

In 1788, Georgia
became the fourth
state to ratify the

United States
Constitution.

In 1843, “The Flying
Dutchman” opera

premiered in Dresden,
Germany. Created by
Richard Wagner, the
plot follows a cursed
sea captain, the
Dutchman. His curse
allows him to dock
every seven years in
hopes of finding a
faithful woman whose
love may redeem him.

In 1935, Bruno

Hauptmann’s trial
began in Flemington,
New Jersey. Known as
the “Trial of the
Century,” Hauptmann
was found guilty of
kidnapping and
murdering Charles
Lindbergh Jr., the son
of famous aviator
Charles Lindbergh.

In 2016, a 15-2 first
half run was key for
the Jay County High
school girls basketball
team as it fought off
Fort Recovery for a 56-
51 victory.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday, Jan. 5

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District, 5948 W. Indiana
67, Portland.

5 pm. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 pm. — Jackson
Township Advisory
Board, 5341 W. 400 North,
Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.,
Fort Recovery.

Sharon McIntosh }ucson, Arllziorllla,
July 1, 1952-Dec. 24, 2025 B‘gg&i{ Hill 1?1 dfiyi
Sharon McIntosh, age 73, a resi- ana éabrina
dent of Franklin, Indiana, passed Mcéammon, Port-

away on Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2025,
at her home in Franklin. She was a
former Portland resident.

Sharon was born July 1, 1952, in
Gas City, Indiana, the daughter of
Joseph and Alyce (Colson)
Thiellen. She attended Church of
God Prophecy in Portland and
Assembly of God in Whiteland.
Sharon married William McIntosh
Sr. on June 22, 1996.

Survivors include:

Her husband — William Mcln-
tosh Sr., Franklin, Indiana

Her children — Sherie Beck,

land, Indiana, and
Garry Travis Kelly,
Portland, Indiana
Her stepchildren

Bill McIntosh
(wife: Donna), Franklin, Indiana,
Mary Canino, Texas, Michael
McIntosh (wife: Juanita), Edin-
burgh, Indiana, Tanya Moler ,
Edinburgh, Indiana

One sister — Nita McIntosh
(husband: John), Bargersville,
Indiana

Several grandchildren and great
grandchildren

Mclntosh

Courts ...

Continued from page 1

On Dec. 4, a majority of the court
allowed Texas’ new map, which
seeks to secure five more U.S. House
seats for Republicans, to proceed. A
federal lawsuit against California’s
new gerrymandered map, drawn to
favor Democrats, hasn’t reached the
high court.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s brief,
unsigned majority decision voiced
concern about inserting federal
courts into an “active primary cam-
paign,” though Texas’s primary
election will occur in March. Critics
of the court’s decision have said it
effectively forecloses federal chal-
lenges to this year’s gerrymanders.
The justices could also issue a deci-
sion next year that makes it more
difficult to challenge maps as racial-
ly discriminatory.

State courts are taking center
stage after gerrymandering oppo-
nents have spent decades encourag-
ing them to play a more active role
in policing maps that had been
drawn for partisan advantage.
Those efforts accelerated after the
U.S. Supreme Court in 2019 limited
the power of federal courts to block
such maps.

“Basically, every one of the 50
states has something in its constitu-
tion that could be used to constrain
partisan gerrymandering,” said
Samuel Wang, director of the
Princeton Gerrymandering Project.

State constitutions, which are
interpreted by state supreme courts,
typically have language that echoes
the right to freedom of speech and
association found in the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion, Wang said. They also include a
right to equal protection under the
law, similar to the 14th Amendment.

Some state constitutions guaran-
tee free and fair elections, language
that doesn’t appear in the U.S. Con-
stitution. Thirty states have some
form of a constitutional require-
ment for free elections, according to
the National Conference of State
Legislatures.

At least 10 state supreme courts
have found that state courts can
decide cases involving allegations

of partisan gerrymandering,
according to a 2024 review by the
State Democracy Research Initia-
tive at the University of Wisconsin
Law School.

So far this year, California, Mis-
souri, North Carolina, Ohio, Texas
and Utah have adopted new con-
gressional maps. New maps also
appear possible in Florida, Mary-
land and Virginia. A handful of
other states — Alabama, Louisiana,
New York and North Dakota — may
have to change their maps depend-
ing on the outcome of court cases.

Some of those new or potential
maps could face legal obstacles.
Florida, New York and Ohio all
have state supreme courts that have
previously found problems with
partisan gerrymanders. Maryland
Democrats have so far not moved
forward with a gerrymander, in
part because of fears of an adverse
decision from the state Supreme
Court.

Four state supreme courts —
including in Missouri — have deter-
mined that they cannot review par-
tisan gerrymandering claims,
though state courts may still con-
sider challenges on other grounds,
such as whether the districts are
compact or contiguous.

Breaking out of lockstep

As federal courts limit their
review of gerrymandering because
of US. Supreme Court decisions,
some state supreme courts are
reluctant to wade into the issue
because of a practice called “lock-
stepping.”

State supreme courts often inter-
pret their state constitutions in line
with — or in lockstep with — how
the U.S. Supreme Court views simi-
lar language in the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Because the U.S. Supreme
Court has declined to limit partisan
gerrymandering, some  state
supreme courts have also declined
to impose limits.

Gerrymandering opponents have
used a variety of arguments over
the years to try to prod state
supreme courts out of lockstep.
They have emphasized differences

Visitation will be held from noon
to 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 5, 2026, at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Funer-
al services will follow at 2 p.m. on
Monday at the funeral home. Bur-
ial will follow at Jefferson Ceme-
tery in Upland, Indiana.

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

The Commercial Review publish-
es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of charge. They include the name,
city of residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

in wording between state constitu-
tions and the federal one, and provi-
sions in state constitutions — such
as the free elections requirement —
not found in the U.S. Constitution.

In states where legislatures draw
congressional maps, some lawmak-
ers argue that state constitutions
shouldn’t be interpreted to curb leg-
islative authority over mapmaking.
Court-imposed limits amount to
violations of the traditional separa-
tion of powers, they say, with the
judiciary overstepping its authori-
ty to interfere in politics.

Constitutional concerns

As the Indiana legislature
weighed a gerrymandered map to
boost Republicans this month,
some lawmakers were reluctant to
constrain state courts. Democrats
currently hold two of the state’s
nine congressional districts.

The GOP-controlled Indiana Sen-
ate voted down the map in a major
setback to Trump’s national redis-
tricting push. The vote came after a
floor debate where opponents
raised concerns about limiting
court involvement; the legislation
included a provision sending any
legal challenge directly to the Indi-
ana Supreme Court, bypassing a
jury trial.

Indiana Republican state Sen.
Greg Walker said the measure vio-
lated the state constitution, which
guarantees an “inviolate” right to a
jury trial in all civil cases. “In legal
terms, ‘inviolate’ has the implica-
tion of being sacred, as opposed to
being just a piece of the law,” Walk-
er said on the floor.

State Sen. Mike Gaskill, a Repub-
lican who sponsored the map, said
during a speech that Indiana resi-
dents would benefit from a quick
process to resolve legal challenges.
“Both sides, in any case, want them
to be settled quickly so that they
don’t cause chaos and interruptions
in the elections process,” he said.

If the map had passed, opponents
would have likely attacked the
measure using a provision of the
Indiana Constitution that requires
“free and equal” elections.

CARS
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Space for color ads is limited and will be on a first-come, first-serve basis.
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SERVICES

Monday, Jan. 5
Mcintosh, Sharon: 2 p.m,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by
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120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201
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Thirty one donated blood in December

Thirty one donors gave
blood Dec. 23 during
American Red Cross’
blood drive at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Donors
Ronald

included
Joyce

glas
Laux,

Koenig,
man, Darwin Johnson,
Michael
Michael
Lorrisa Bousman, Dou-

Glentzer,

Michael Fore-

Schmidt,
Timmerman,

Denise
Sipe,

Watson,
Billy

Doris Muhlenkamp and
Dennis Negele.

Also David Osenbaugh,
Freeda Osenbaugh, Carol
Kennedy, Samuel Grubb,
Amanda Coleman, Joel
Taylor, Mark Tillman,

Keller,

Mackenzie

Barnette,

Jill Hemmelgarn, Kevin
Teresa
Rebecca Kunkler, Brian
Kunkler, Barbara Myers,

Joseph Reinhard, Larry
Mary Laux,

Beverly
Kelly,
hart,
Timothy
Cramer,

Westgerdes,
Carla Pogue, Jane Rein-
Darrin Harding,
Danielson,
Pamala Ray, Duane Mon-
roe, Jerry Zicht, Nichole
Parks, Jane Childs, Cam-

eran Paxson, Barbara
Neuenschwander, Miri-
am Neuenschwander,
Steven Swingley, Dave
Garringer, Ana Minnich,
Matt Minnich, Timo Min-
nich and Billy Bailey.

Husband’s loner tendencies lead to jealousy

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have been together 23
years, married for almost nine.
We are in our 60s. It’s the sec-
ond marriage for both of us. I
retired due to having to move
to another state for his job. I
make friends wherever I go
and get involved in community
activities.

My husband has NO friends.
Seriously. ZERO! He goes to
work and comes home. Over
the years, he has accused me
of wanting relationships with
my male friends (whose wives
are also my friends) and tells
me I should just go on and be
happy with the other man. Nei-
ther my friends nor I have ever
done anything to spark his
pathological jealousy.

Currently, I am on a nonprof-
it board of directors and must

communicate often with the
male president. He has become
the new target. Counseling is
out of the question because
psychiatry is my husband’s
specialty. Also, he seems to
think he is always right about
everything. He has never
issued an apology as long as
I’ve known him.

I do not respond to his
tirades because it’s pointless,
but I'm sick and tired of his
behavior and thought process.

I understand the “why” to this
behavior (his heritage and
environment), but that doesn’t
give him carte blanche to use it
as an excuse. Any suggestions
for moving forward?
WEARY IN FLORIDA
DEAR WEARY: From what
you have written, your anti-
social husband is a bottom-
less vessel of insecurity. If
you haven’t been able to
assuage it in all these years,
I doubt you ever will. Many
psychotherapists use mental
health professionals them-
selves. But unless your hus-
band is willing to admit that
perhaps he, and not you, is
the problem and seeks help,
nothing will change.
Frankly, I am surprised
your marriage has lasted
this long. Is this how you

want to live the rest of your
life? Answering that ques-
tion is the way to move for-
ward.

DEAR ABBY: I work from
home a few days a week and
live a block from the local mid-
dle school. Recently, I've bro-
ken up a group of kids in my
yard hitting and fighting with
each other. I don’t know these
kids, have no children in
school and realize this is an
ongoing issue. I'm not certain
how to handle it.

I could ignore it, but I'm
afraid not only that one of the
kids will get hurt, but also that
a parent would be upset that
this happened on my property.
I could report it to the police,
but that may be overkill. I
could also try reaching out to

the school, but without any
information on who these kids
are, I'm not sure that would be
much help either. Any ideas?
— WITNESS IN OHIO

DEAR WITNESS: I do have a
suggestion. You have already
spoken to the children
involved in these altercations.
You are correct that there
could be liability if one or
more of them are injured on
your property. Contact the
principal of the middle school
and explain what has been
going on. Once that’s done,
call or visit the police depart-
ment and report that your
yard is being turned into a
battleground. If you do, the
next time something starts
happening and you call the
police, they may respond
quickly.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Friday

PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS —
A support group for any-
one suffering from mem-
ory loss, will meet at
10:30 a.m. the first Friday
of each month in the
Fireplace Room at Edel-
weiss Place at Swiss Vil-
lage in Berne. For more

information, call (260)

589-3173.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of each month in the West
Walnut Church of Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP — Will
meet at 1 p.m. the first
Monday of each month at
Portland Place, 430 W.
Lafayette St. For more

information, call (800)
589-1121.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Wednesday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support
during and after preg-
nancy, as well as help
with the needs of the
family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more infor-
mation or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with
a substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.
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Oxygen Concéntrators fasr™
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Leave the tanks at home and convert the
air around you into medical-grade oxygen.

CALL US NOW AT
1-877-930-3271

SM250015 EN_EX USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inegen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without
the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA’'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

g

Thursday

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS

CLUB — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month at Jay
Community Center.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Protection your loved ones deserve ...

bills or other final expenses.

Life55plus.info/Hoosier

P Plus - you'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

Insurance Policy LT70 (ID: LT70ID; OK: LTT00K; Th: LTTOTN).
6236-0625

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance
up to $30,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Imagine what $30,000.00 could mean to your family
after you're gone — cash to help pay your funeral, medical

« Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
* No medical exam, no health questions

* Lock in your rate for life

Find out how affordable this coverage can be -
Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-833-467-0943

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years.
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to participate in our upcoming
Wedding Special Section.

(CAdvertiding Suted are ad followd.:

full-page color — $625
full-page BEW — $525
1/2-page color — $425
1/2-page BEW — $325
1/4-page color — $275
1/4-page BEW — $225

Big business card (3x3.5) — $105
Business card (2x2) — $52
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Section will be distributed in The
Commercial Review, The News Gazettel

& The News Times
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Space for color ads is limited and will be on a first-

come, first-serve basis.

Deadline for ads is Wednesday, Jan. 20

Contact Lindsey at

L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141
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Commuting moves millions of $$$

By MORTON J. MARCUS

We see the cars going back
and forth over the county line,
but let’s look at the cash that
flows in all directions. In 2023,
$96.5 billion flowed into Indiana
counties via commuting. That
sum was accompanied by $87.6
billion flowing out of Indiana
counties.

Our business-minded state
government might point with
pride to an $8.9 billion surplus
in our trade of workers for cash.
All it actually says is that many
Hoosiers can find more pay out-
side the state than closer to
home.

At the county level, one win-
ner is little Ohio County, down
on the river of the same name.
There, the inflow of money via

Morton J. &
Marcus '

commuting is eight times
greater than the outflow of
earnings. But there may be
some cause for rejoicing when
we see Ohio County’s inflow was
11 times greater than its outflow
in 1991.

True, Ohio County had a fail-
ing riverboat casino that was
expected to lift it high, but these
data from the Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis (BEA) indicate
improvements in 54 of Indiana’s

92 counties over that third of a
century.

Commuting is a good activity.
It lets people live and work
where they find the best oppor-
tunities. But it also has social
and family costs. Commuters
generally are driving greater
distances than if employed
locally. This may be relaxing for
a few, but in congested traffic
they spend hours idling and
away from home, where they
might otherwise do some good.

Brown County, where the
inflow of earnings was 13 times
the outflow in 1991, led the state
in its path down to a multiple of
five in 2023. In all, 66 counties
saw an increase in the role
played by earnings flowing in
via commuting. The outflow of

earnings generated by work
increased in 69 counties.

Commuting to work — living
at a distance from the job — has
increased in the state as more
women entered the paid labor
force and automobile ownership
increased. In a “free market”
society, this can be seen as con-
sumer preferences at work. But
what if those choices were
based on low wages, inadequate
housing, an absence of public
transit, pollution and social
divisions? Escaping negative
factors means that choices are
constrained and not based sole-
ly on the positive attributes of a
job and a home.

Many Hoosiers have become
commuters because firms and
the jobs they offered moved else-

where. Fayette County lost
many good-paying jobs. It
flipped from being a generator
of earnings to being an
importer of earnings. Between
1991 and 2023, Fayette residents
went from depending on jobs
elsewhere for 16% of their earn-
ings to relying on jobs else-
where for 52% of their earnings.
Our leaders talk about our
smaller, rural counties. Yet we
haven’t seen much movement in
the number of counties where
the local share of earnings is
rising along with a decline in
the outflow of earnings.
Marcus is an economist for-
merly at the IU Kelley School of
Business. Contact him via email
at mortonjmarcus@gmail.com.
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Hamstringing humanities will hinder discovery

By SHADI BARTSCH
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

It seems we’ve decided the
humanities have less to give the
human race — or more modest-
ly, this country’s future — than
the sciences.

This is a serious mistake. The
sciences and the humanities
are different faces of the
human search for knowledge
and not the opposites we have
turned them into. If you ham-
string one, you hamstring the
other. And thinking of “sci-
ences” and “humanities” as
unrelated modes of inquiry is
not only shortsighted; it’s also
new to western civilization.
Before the scientific revolution,
investigations into the natural
world and into the human con-
dition were treated as different
facets of our quest to know — a
drive that Aristotle defined, in
his “Metaphysics,” as charac-
teristic of humankind by
nature. But when we started
treating science (and the tech-
nologies it birthed) as inde-
pendent of other forms of
knowledge, when we started
treating meaning, history, cul-
ture and power as externalities,
it cost us in discovery, in
deployment and in avoidable
harm.

There are so very many
examples. Take eugenics, a
canonical instance of what hap-
pens when measurement and
quantification are treated as
synonymous with truth, and a

Shadi
Bartsch

core humanistic question —
“what is this category, histori-
cally and morally?” — is waved
away. Eugenics, advanced as a
scientific program, carried nor-
mative assumptions about “fit-
ness” and hierarchy into poli-
cies that ranged from coercive
sterilization to state violence.
The humanities could have
pointed at the time to the con-
ceptual instability of race as a
biological essence; the rhetori-
cal sleight of hand by which
social prejudice  becomes
“data”; the political uses of
supposedly neutral expertise.
Or consider health and medi-
cine. Again and again, epi-
demics have demonstrated that
pathogens move through cul-
tures, not just bodies. Anthro-
pological and historical work
on trust, rumor, religion, politi-
cal legitimacy and the social
meaning of risk has repeatedly
improved the design of inter-
ventions, because it reveals
why a technically sound policy
can fail spectacularly when it
ignores how people understand
authority. “Follow the science”
is not a plan if you do not also
know how communities hear it,

fear it, or translate it into local
idioms of danger and care.

And artificial intelligence! We
built machines that can trans-
late, classify, predict and per-
suade at planetary scale, and
only after doing so — after
releasing them into the blood-
stream of public life — did we
remember to ask the questions
that every decent civilization
has always asked first: Who gets
harmed? Who gets counted?
What gets erased? We are
shocked that algorithmic sys-
tems trained on historical data
reproduce historical injustice;
that predictive tools in policing
and credit can harden
inequities into automated fate;
that facial recognition can per-
form unevenly across popula-
tions; that “optimization” can
become an alibi for ethics.

But none of this should be
surprising if we remember the
19th-century pattern: Build a
technical instrument, declare it
objective and then discover that
it has quietly inherited the
world’s prejudices because it
was trained on the world as it is.

The success stories are there.
During the 2014-16 Ebola out-
break in West Africa, anthropo-
logical insights — burial prac-
tices, trust networks, local
authority structures and rumor
ecology — proved crucial to
designing interventions people
would accept and that would
work on the ground. The litera-
ture is explicit that community
engagement and social under-

standing were not optional “cul-
tural add-ons” but part of effec-
tive outbreak control.

Where science and the
humanities are severed, the
damage often takes one of three
forms: category error (we meas-
ured the wrong thing, because
we never interrogated the cate-
gory); trust collapse (people
refused the intervention,
because science treated social
meaning as noise); and delayed
correction (harm had to become
undeniable before the system
could “see” it).

Where humanistic angles
were allowed in, science tended
to improve not by becoming less
rigorous, but by becoming more
self-aware: clearer about its con-
cepts, its subjects, its incentives
and its downstream effects.

The bitter irony is that we are
now at a moment when univer-
sities, under financial and polit-
ical pressure, are shrinking the
very disciplines that could have
helped us avoid such pitfalls:
philosophy and ethics (where
we learn to argue about ends),
history (where we learn what
“progress” has cost before), lit-
erature and rhetoric (where we
learn how language makes real-
ities) and the interpretive social
sciences (where we learn how
institutions distribute trust and
harm). We say these are worth-
less expenses for society. Could
we be more wrong?

This is not just about ethics
and wayward science. It’s about
how all forms of knowledge

work together and should be
understood as doing so. Niels
Bohr did not derive quantum
mechanics from yin-yang, but
he found in that ancient symbol
a powerful way to express com-
plementarity — his insistence
that opposing truths can coex-
ist. Gunpowder, however, was
born directly out of Chinese
alchemy, where Taoist experi-
ments in transformation acci-
dentally reshaped global history.

Science uses metaphors: Who
will unpack them? Science
spawns technology: Who will
measure that technology’s
impact on the psyche? Science’s
questions arise out of a future
we envision for ourselves: Who
does the envisioning?

It is hard to think of a worse
time for humanities retrench-
ment. The sciences are extraor-
dinary at generating data, but
they cannot on their own gener-
ate the habits of mind that allow
societies to interpret data
responsibly or resist the distor-
tions that often engulf it. Nor, as
currently practiced, do they
allow us to see how the world of
the humanities is constantly
contributing to  scientific
advance. Lop off the humani-
ties, and we’ll all pay the price
for this silly miscalculation of
human interest.

Bartsch is a professor in
humanities at the University of
Chicago and former director of
the Institute on the Formation of
Knowledge.
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Recommends

Movies

Mickey 17

Set in a perhaps not-so-
distant future, “Mickey 17”
follows underdog Mickey
Barnes (portrayed by
Robert Pattinson) aboard a
spaceship traveling to colo-
nize a new world. Treated
quite literally as a dispos-
able employee, Mickey’s job
involves various dangerous
tasks aimed at helping the
ship’s general population
survive. I can’t say enough
to Pattinson’s range, having
seen him in a variety of
roles over the last few
years, including a brooding
superhero and a magical
heron. This dark comedy
had our attention the entire
film, and I've been consid-
ering a rewatch soon. —

Bailey Cline

Love Hurts

This action comedy stars
Ke Huy Quan — best

known to many as Short
Round from “Indiana Jones
and the Temple of Doom”
— as Marvin Gable, a mild-
mannered realtor just
named regional Realtor of
the Year by his boss, friend
and mentor, Cliff Cussick.
Marvin is hiding a danger-
ous past. His brother, Alvin
“Knuckles” Gable, is a
crime lord who runs “The
Company,” and Marvin was
once his enforcer. Quan is
terrific — funny, likable
and capable in the fight
scenes. It feels like the kind
of role Jackie Chan once
excelled in, and fans of
action comedies will enjoy
it. — Scott Shaffer

Food

5 Arch Brewing Co.

I've tried to make a habit
of looking for local spots
to eat rather than stopping
for fast food when I'm on
the road covering events.
It was the Archway Classic
band contest at Centerville
High School that brought
me to 5 Arch. This spot on
the east side of downtown
Centerville is worth a visit
just for the French fries,
which are fresh-cut, fried
in beef tallow and tossed
with kosher salt. The soft
pretzel bites and cheesy
bread are also spectacular.
Try one of the specialty
burgers that fits your
tastes. — Ray Cooney

Cheese cubes

After learning that I
grew up in Wisconsin,
many folks from Indiana
and Ohio have asked if
that means I like cheese
curds. That’s a stupid
question, as they are one
of the three main food
groups. Obviously the
answer is yes. And beyond
the curds from Buffalo
Wild Wings and Culver’s,
the newly added cheese
cubes at The Greazy Pick-
le are the closest thing to
capturing the magic that
is a Wisconsin cheese
curd. — Andrew Balko
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Television

NYPD Blue

I missed this show growing up. I was just a year or so too young for my parents to let me watch it when it debuted. I didn’t expect too
much when I pulled it up on Hulu. What a nice surprise. I got fully pulled into the characters, from oddball detective Greg Medavoy to
police administrative aide John Irvin to detective Andy Sipowicz. Dennis Franz, who portrays Sipowicz, puts on a master class in act-
ing. His growth as a human being becomes the central focus of the show. I could not possibly recommend it more. — Ray Cooney

Fringe

Although “Fringe” premiered on Fox in 2008, it’s a show I’ve started watching in the last year. The sci-fi series shares some similari-
ties with “The X-Files,” with characters assigned to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s “Fringe” division investigating unusual cases.
John Noble, who plays the show’s infamous Walter Bishop, won a Saturn Award in 2011 for best supporting actor on television for his
role. He also scored multiple award nominations for the same work. To me, his character is the most interesting aspect of “Fringe” — the
deeply troubled scientist repeatedly tugs at your heartstrings through the plot. — Bailey Cline

Aussie rules football

If you're a night owl and sports fan, you’ve probably flipped through channels in the wee hours of the morning looking for a lingering West
Coast event to no avail. That’s where Aussie rules football comes to the rescue. Because of the radically different time zone in Australia, games
are often on through the night. The best way I can describe the sport is that it has rugby’s physicality with the rapid pace of hockey. The new
season in the AFL kicks off in March, so keep an eye out for the action if you’re struggling to get some shuteye. — Ethan Oskroba

Pluribus

Apple TV started releasing its newest original mystery/drama show in late November that largely follows Carol Sturka, played by Rhea Seehorn.
She is one of the last few people unaffected by a “virus” that assimilated the rest of the world into a hive mind. This show is best watched with a
small group of friends as it elicits conversation over the benefits of world peace versus the beauty of individualism and art. — Andrew Balko

Music

Epic The Musical

My fiancé and I discovered “Epic: The Musical”
amid its development. The creator, Jorge Rivera-Her-
rans, released the final saga on Christmas Day in
2024. Based on Homer’s “The Odyssey,” the musical
follows Odysseus as he and his crew make the per-
ilous journey home after war. While it isn’t a true-to-
form copy — Rivera-Herrans takes his own creative
liberties — the musical has brought a refreshing new
perspective to the renowned epic. At more than 1.6
billion streams on Spotify alone, its popularity
speaks for itself. The musical also has us hyped for
Christopher Nolan’s “The Odyssey” set for release
this July. — Bailey Cline

Guns N’ Roses singles

A few weeks ago, one of the biggest bands of the
late 1980s released new music. Guns N’ Roses dropped
two singles, “Nothin’” and “Atlas.” While neither
reaches the heights of “Appetite for Destruction,”
both are closer in quality to “Use Your Illusion I” and
“Use Your Illusion II” than much of the band’s later
output. “Nothin’” is a mid-tempo power ballad remi-
niscent of “Don’t Cry” and “Estranged.” “Atlas” is
heavier and carries a similar theme to “Atlas
Shrugged.” With 17 years since “Chinese Democracy,”
could a new album arrive in 2026? — Scott Shaffer
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Auts Sales & Sewuice, Tne. §| Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Green Seal®
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Wendel’s

€3\ Von Schrader Dry

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL, & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services
ANDY KING
765-881-1611

v Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

Your left-hand opponent deals and
bids Three Clubs, both sides vul-
nerable, and your partner doubles.
After your right-hand opponent
passes, what would you bid with
each of the following four hands?
1.4 Q962 ¥ J962 ¢ 753 & 43
2. 4 KQ96 Y KQY6 4 153 & 42
3.4 Q853 724 KI984 & 65
4.6 K109642 % 10 ¢ KQO65 & 73

L8

1. Three hearts. Partner’s double
is for takeout, so you cannot pass
merely because you have a poor
hand. The only real problem is
whether to bid three hearts or three
spades.

Three hearts is better even though
your spades are slightly stronger.
Bidding three hearts increases your
chances of finding the best trump
suit because it leaves partner room
1o bid three spades il he is so
inclined. while three spades does
not allow partner to bid hearts on
the three-level. Occasionally that
might result in losing a superior
heart fit.

2, Four clubs. You have a game-
going hand opposite a partner who
almost surely has at least 14 points.
But ruther than guess whether the
best game (or slam) contract lies in
hearts or spades, you force partner
to choose the trump suit by cuebid-
ding the enemy suit. The four-club
bid does not guarantee [irst-round

control of clubs, but is better used
in these circumstances to show
game-going values with uncer-
tainty as to which suit should be
Lrump.

3. Three spades. The primary
purpose of a pre-emptive bid is to
make it dilficult for the opponents
to find their best contract. That is
the case here, where you must
choose whether to bid three dia-
monds or three spades.

Either bid could turn out right or
wrong, 50 all you cun do is (ry (o
judge which is more likely to prove
successful in the long run. Most
experts would probably bid three
spades, contending that their part-
ner is more apt to consider whether
Lo carry on lo game in spades (10
tricks) than in diamonds (11 tricks).

4. Four spades, Here you should
bid what you think you can make.
It would be dead wrong to bid only
three spades, which is what you'd
do with a hand containing much
less possibly even no values
whatsoever. Your hand is certainly
much better than that.

Furthermore, jumping to four
spades might stir partner into bid-
ding a slam if’ he has extra values.
With something like & AQxx
¥ Axxx ¢ Alxx % x, he would cer-
tainly act over a four-spade bid, but
might even consider passing a
three-spade respoense.

Tomorrow: How to capture a king.

©2(126 King Features Syndicite Inc
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CRYPTOQUIP

FZT CQC V CVBQJH XQEZ EFQS

VNN PZG

EGVEZDBG PD

FVT

XBDS DIG

VIDPZGB? PD

HGP PD PZG DPZGB PQCG.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU'RE OUT
IN WINTER AND SOME SHARP ICICLES SCRAPE
YOU, WHAT MIGHT YOU GET? COLD CUTS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals G

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Vacation- DOWN 21 Without
1 Oklahoma  ing 1 Full of gquestion
city 39 Buckeyes'  excited 23 Does
4 Super sch. chatter nothing
Bowl org. 41 Wresting 2 Crusoe’'s 24 Compass
7 Doldrums style creator dir.
12 lis cap.is 45 Quartz 3 Palliative 25 Media
Brussels variety plants mogul
13 “Xanadu” 47 Use a 4 Dweeb Turner
band straw 58wings 26 Hosp.
14 Carnival 48 1Inan wildly areas
aftractions  extreme 6 Skier's 28 Italian
15ETscraft ~ way hangout ‘three”
16 Short 52 Chopper 7 Bali 30 Fire
cylindrical 53 Tennis products sign?
pasta with  great 8 Tipsy 31 Monk’s
ruffled Chris 9 Com- title
edges 54 Golf motion 32 Attorney’s
18 Orange prop 10 “Planet field
Muppet 55 Pistol — 33 —Meae
19 “Rent” 56 Big (abumby  (Whoopi's
actor buttes Doja Cat) role in
Taye 57 Map 11 Govt. “‘Ghost”)
20 Pizzazz lines stipend 36 Meditative
22 Sign (Abbr.) 17 “Firebird” practice
before 58 Mini- composer 37 Schnitzel,
Virge albums, Stravin- e.g.
23 Division for short sky 40 De-ices,
word . ) in a way
97 ACLU Solution time: 25 mins. 42 Grammar
concerns E R[AlE]  topic
29 Gilda of F A[T[E| 43 Snafu
“SNL TIT{E| 44 Unlocks
31 Bakery SUIP 45 Performs
sackful 46 Peepers
34 Winter 48 “The One
coasters | Love”
35 Boo — of band
“To Kill a 49 Broad st.
Mocking- S|T{ 50 — Moines
bird” EIAl 51 A Gersh-
37 “Evita” MOl win
role Yesterday’s answer 1-2 brother
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THE
CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy I,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free

consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS: You

can place a 25-word clas-
sified ad in more than
140 newspapers across
the state for as little as
$300.00 with one order
and paying with one
check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the classi-
fied department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.

CALL FOR Your Free
Author’'s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258

DIRECTV- All  your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931

DONATE YOUR car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle  pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!

FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid! Paid by
Medicaid. Choose family
or friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your eli-
gibility today! Call Free-

domCare now! 1-844-
563-4012

NO MORE cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!

LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-877-
361-4260 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get
15% off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for war-
ranty and offer details.

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

PREPARE FOR power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a
power move.

PREPARE FOR power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton

PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most
powerful home standby
generators available.
Industry-leading compre-
hensive warranty - 7
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Box score

Yorktown Tigers at
Jay County Patriots

Girls varsity summary

Yorktown (6-6)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS
Conklin ~ 11-19 4-4 32
Sylvester 5-13 88 20
Jaromin 1-6 1-2 3
Bartle 1-5 0-0 2
Johnson 0-6 2-2 2
Caward 0-3 0-0 0
0

Wood 0-0 0-0
Totals 18-52 15-16 59
.346  .938

Def. Rebound percentage: .643

Jay County (8-3)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS
H. Shwtmn 9-19 56 26
K. Shwtmn 9-17 89 26
Brunswick 4-7 1-3 10
Peters 2-3 0-0 4
Newton 0-7 0-0 0
May 0-1 0-0 0
Dirksen 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 2455 14-18 66
436 778
Def. Rebound percentage: .643

Score by quarters:
Yorktown11 15 19 14—59
Jay Co. 21 13 14 18—66

3-point shooting: Yorktown 8-
17 (Conklin 6-8, Sylvester 2-3,
Jaromin 0-2, Caward 0-2, John-
son 0-2). Jay County 4-15 (H.
Schwieterman 3-7, Brunswick
1-1, Newton 0-5, K. Schwieter-
man 0-2).

Rebounds: Yorktown 28
(Sylvester 13, Conklin 5,
Jaromin 4, Johnson 3, Bartle 1,
Caward 1, Wood 1). Jay County
28 (K. Schwieterman 12, H.
Schwieterman 6, Brunswick 4,
Peters 3, Newton 2, May 1).

Assists: Yorktown 12 (John-
son 5, Sylvester 3, Jaromin 2,
Bartle 1, Caward 1). Jay County
12 (K. Schwieterman 5, H.
Schwieterman 5, Brunswick 1,
Newton 1).

Blocks: Yorktown 1 (John-
son). Jay County 4 (K. Schwi-
eterman, H. Schwieterman,
Brunswick, Peters).

Personal fouls: Yorktown 12
(Conklin 4, Sylvester 4, Jaromin
3, Johnson 1). Jay County 13
(K. Schwieterman 3, May 3, H.
Schwieterman 2, Brunswick 2,
Peters 2, Newton 1).

Turnovers: Yorktown 16. Jay
County 11.

STATEWIDE

The Commercial Review/Ethan Oskroba

Jay County High School girls basketball’s Karsyn Schwieterman
attempts a layup as teammate Natalie May (right) looks on during the Patriots’
66-59 win over the Yorktown Tigers on Tuesday. Karsyn and sister Hallie each
provided 26 points to help Jay County to its seventh straight victory.

Taming ...

Continued from page 8

“We were on red, so we
weren’t supposed to shoot a
layup, but Karsyn had a
good drive and I was there
open, so I went ahead and
took it,” Brunswick said.

Brunswick, Hallie Schwi-
eterman and Karsyn
Schwieterman accounted
for 62 of Jay County’s 66
points (94%), with Charlee
Peters coming off the
bench to provide the other
four. The trio thrived in
transition, with half of the
Patriots’ 20 two-point bas-
kets coming on the fast
break.

“That’s always part of
our game plan,” Mclntire

said. “I think that’s our
strength. Obviously, when
you have the quickness that
we do up front, Liz and Hal-
lie and Karsyn, that’s our
plan, is to get a deflection or
get a steal and get the ball
out in transition, and we
felt like that was probably
our strength over them
tonight was our quick-
ness.”

The flurry of transition
baskets was necessary to
offset sparkling stat lines
from Yorktown’s Olivia
Conklin (32 points, 6-for-8
from 3-point range) and
Lilly Sylvester (20 points, 13
rebounds). Despite those
efforts, the Patriots have

NOW won seven games in a
row, a feat the program has
accomplished in 11 of the
last 12 seasons.

“Hopefully it’s a big con-
fidence builder that we had
several people contribute
tonight, whether it was in
scoring or in rebounding or
just a defensive stop, and to
beat a team, this team beat
us double figures last year,”
Mclntire said. “So, to me,
that just shows growth in
our Kkids, and it’'s always
good to send that message
to a sectional opponent ...
Hopefully, we’'re putting a
little doubt in their minds
whether they can beat us or
not.”

Sports on tap

Local schedule
Today
Jay County — Girls wrestling sec-
tional at Muncie Central — 9 a.m.; Girls
basketball at Woodlan — 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball
vs. Lincolnview — 6 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Boys wrestling at
Monroe Central — 8:30 a.m.; Boys bas-
ketball at Muncie Central - 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling in
tournament at Rollhouse Fairfield — 9
a.m.; Boys bowling vs. St. Henry at
Plaza Lanes — 1 p.m.; Boys basketball
vs. Botkins — 4:30 p.m.; Middle school
girls basketball at Parkway — 10 a.m.

Monday

Jay County — Junior high girls bas-
ketball at Delta — 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high boys basketball vs. Delta — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Freshman boys
basketball at New Bremen - 5 p.m.;
Middle school boys basketball at New
Bremen - 5 p.m.

Tuesday

Jay County — Swim at Bellmont — 6
p.m.; Girls basketball vs. Concordia
Lutheran — 6 p.m.; Boys wrestling at
Coldwater — 7 p.m.; Junior high boys
basketball at Yorktown — 6 p.m.; Junior
high girls basketball vs. Yorktown — 6
p.m.; Junior high wrestling at Coldwa-
ter - 7 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swim in tri-meet at
South Adams - 5:30 p.m.; Middle
school boys basketball at Memorial —
5:30 p.m.; Middle school girls basket-
ball vs. New Bremen - 5 p.m.

TV schedule

Today

12 p.m. — Euroleague basketball:
KK Crvena Zvezda at Anadolu Efes
(FDSN Indiana)

1 p.m. — College football Armed
Forces Bowl: Texas State vs. Rice
(ESPN)

4:30 p.m. — College football Liber-
ty Bowl: Cincinnati vs. Navy (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: San Anto-
nio Spurs at Indiana Pacers (FDSN Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Ken-
nesaw State at Liberty (ESPNU)

7 p.m. — TGL Golf: Boston Com-
mon Golf vs. Los Angeles Golf Club
(ESPN2)

8 p.m. — College football Duke’s
Mayo Bowl: Mississippi State vs. Wake
Forest (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NHL hockey: New York
Rangers at Florida Panthers (TNT)

8 p.m. — College football Holiday
Bowl: SMU vs. Arizona (FOX)

9 p.m. — College basketball: West
Virginia at lowa State (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — College basketball:
Notre Dame at California (ESPN2)

Saturday

11 a.m. — College basketball: Vir-
ginia at NC State (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — NHL hockey: Pittsburgh
Penguins at Detroit Red Wings (ABC)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Prov-
idence at St. John’s (FOX)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Ken-
tucky at Alabama (ESPN)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Vil-
lanova at Butler (TNT)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soc-

cer: AFC Bournemouth at Arsenal FC
(NBC)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Okla-
homa State at Texas Tech (ESPN2)

1:30 p.m. — College basketball:
BYU at Kansas State (CBS)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Hous-
ton at Cincinnati (FOX)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Baylor
at TCU (TNT)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Van-
derbilt at South Carolina (ESPNU)

3 p.m. — College basketball: Ten-
nessee at Arkansas (ESPN2)

3:45 p.m. — College basketball:
Duke at Florida State (CBS)

4 p.m. — NHL hockey: Montreal
Canadiens at St. Louis Blues (FDSN
Indiana)

4 p.m. — College basketball: LSU at
Texas A&M (ESPNU)

4 p.m. — Speed Skating: U.S.
Olympic Trials (NBC)

4:30 p.m. — NFL football: Carolina
Panthers at Tampa Bay Buccaneers
(ABC)

5 p.m. — College basketball: Col-
orado at Arizona State (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — College basketball: Min-
nesota at Northwestern (BTN)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Wichi-
ta State at Charlotte (ESPNU)

7 p.m. — College basketball: lllinois
at Penn State (BTN)

8 p.m. — NFL football: Seattle Sea-
hawks at San Francisco 49ers (ABC)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Pur-
due at Wisconsin (FOX)

Sunday

12 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: lllinois at Michigan State (BTN)

1 p.m. — NFL football: New Orleans
Saints at Atlanta Falcons (FOX)

1 p.m. — NFL football: Indianapolis
Colts at Houston Texans (CBS)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Florida
Atlantic at Tulane (ESPN2)

1 p.m. — College basketball: UAB at
South Florida (ESPNU)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Stanford at North Carolina (ESPN)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Mar-
quette at UConn (NBC)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Rut-
gers at Ohio State (BTN)

3 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Orlando Magic (FDSN Indi-
ana)

3 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: Mississippi at Texas (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: Baylor at lowa State (ESPN)

4 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: Penn State at Wisconsin (BTN)

4 p.m. — Speed Skating: U.S.
Olympic Trials (NBC)

4:25 p.m. — NFL football: Detroit
Lions at Chicago Bears (FOX)

4:25 p.m. — NFL football: Kansas
City Chiefs at Las Vegas Raiders (CBS)

5 p.m. — College basketball:
Bradley at Murray State (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: LSU at Vanderbilt (ESPN)

6 p.m. — Women'’s college basket-
ball: Indiana at Maryland (BTN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Wash-
ington at Indiana (BTN)

8 p.m. — College football: North
Central vs. Wisconsin River Falls
(ESPN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL football: Baltimore
Ravens at Pittsburgh Steelers (NBC)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Loyola
Marymount at Gonzaga (FOX)
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60 SERVICES

90 SALE CALENDAR

130 MISC. FOR SALE

years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-0270.

REPLACE YOUR roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

SAFE STEP. North
America’'s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and serv-
ice. Now featuring our
FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limit-
ed time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year limit-
ed warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797

UP TO $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life
Insurance! No medical
exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final
expenses.Call  Physi-
cians Life Insurance
Company- 833-467-0943
or visit
www.Life55plus.info/hoo
sier

WE BUY Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

WHEN YOU want the
best, you want Omaha
Steaks! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to
your door! Our Butcher’s
Deluxe Package comes
with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Smash Burgers
ONLY $89.99. Call 1-
866-488-3469 and men-
tion code 79797ZEH or
visit
www.omahasteaks.com/
Deluxe2798

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be
sure to check your ad
the first day it appears.
We cannot be responsi-
ble for more than one
days incorrect copy. We
try hard not to make
mistakes, but they do
happen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW'’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count

On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JANUARY
10, 2026
10:00 A.M.
Location: 7851 W. 400
N.,
Pennville, IN 47369
OPEN HOUSE:
SATURDAY, JANUARY
3, 2026 -12:00 PM -
2:00 PM
OR BY APPOINT-
MENT
REAL ESTATE BEING
OFFERED:

1 Q STORY HOME -
3,208 SQ. FT.; 3
BDRM; 1 BATH;
KITCHEN; DINING
RM/LIVING RM
COMBO; UTILITY RM;
BASEMENT W/
WOOD STOVE;
DETACHED GARAGE;
2 BARNS; PAS-
TURES; STEEL
GRAIN BIN; 6.44 +/-
ACRES.

CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION!
TERMS OF SALE:
10% Non-refundable
deposit day of sale.
Property being sold
as-is, where is. New
Survey has been com-
pleted in December
2025. Taxes prorated
until day of closing.
Possession at closing.
Closing to be held
within 45 days or less
from day of auction.
Title Insurance will be
provided and taxes
prorated to the day of
closing. ANY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MADE DAY OF AUC-
TION WILL TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER
ANYTHING IN PRINT.
OWNER - LARRY
MOSER ESTATE
Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Port-
land, IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051

260-729-2281 -Cell
Ryan Davidson
AU10600063 260-726-
5076

49TH ANNUAL
COLDWATER YOUNG
FARMERS
CONSIGNMENT AUC-
TION
Saturday February 14,
2026
The Coldwater Young
Farmer Association
will be conducting
their annual farm
machinery
consignment auction
at the Coldwater foot-
ball stadium parking
lot in Coldwater, Ohio.
For more information
on consigning your
farm machinery please
call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-
733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-
852-0800
Machinery consigned
by January 17, 2026
can be advertised

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

Public Notice

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that
Jay County Solid Waste Management District of Portland, Indiana,
by and through its Citizens Advisory Committee, hereinafter re-
ferred to as the Owner, will receive sealed proposals for: JAY
COUNTY RECYCLING FACILITY. Bids may be forwarded by reg-
istered mail addressed to George McGinnis, Coordinator/Director,
Jay County Solid Waste Management District, 5948 W State Road 67,
Portland, IN 47371 and will be considered by the Owner at a pub-
lic meeting called to receive such proposals, provided the same
shall have been received not later than 3:45 PM. local prevailing
time, on January 26, 2026 at Jay County Solid Waste Management
District, 5948 W State Road 67, Portland, IN 47371, ATTN: George
McGinnis.

Proposals received after the bid opening process has begun will be

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

returned unopened. Bids will be evaluated, and is the intent that an
award of contract will be made on February 23, 2026. The Owner re-
serves the right to hold the bids for up to a thirty (30) day holding pe-

riod. Bids shall be submitted in an enclosed opaque sealed enve-

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR
RENT 516 S. Meridian
St. Redkey IN. For more
informatin call 765-209-
4381

lope, marked “JAY COUNTY RECYCLING FACILITY”. Prior to the
acceptance of Bids the Owner will hold a Prebid Meeting at 5948 W
State Road 67, Portland, IN 47371 on January 5, 2026 at 3:45 PM. The
work to be performed and the proposals submitted, including any
and all separate and combination proposals, shall include sufficient
and proper sums for all General, Construction, Mechanical, Elec-
trical, Installation, Labor, Materials, Tools, Equipment, Taxes (both
Federal and State), Permits, Licenses, Insurance, Service Costs, and
so forth, incident to and required for the construction of the facil-
ity. In general, the project includes the installation of a New Recy-
cling Facility at the south side of West Tyson Road, Parcel#: 38-07-
19-300-024.002-034. The project also includes clearing, site drainage,
utilities, pavement, sidewalks and grading improvements, and site
restoration. All materials furnished and labor performed incident
to and required for the proper and satisfactory execution of the con-
tracts shall be furnished and performed in accordance with the re-

quirements of the contract documents as defined in the General
Conditions of the Construction Contract, and any addenda thereto,

READ THE CR

THEN RECYCLE

prepared by the Engineer, MSS Engineering, LLC. Said drawings
are on file in the office of the following: the Engineer, 414 W 5th St.;
Auburn, Indiana 46706; the Owner, Jay County Solid Waste Man-
agement District, 5948 W State Road 67, Portland, IN 47371. Ap-
proved Performance and Payment Bonds guaranteeing faithful
and proper performance of the work and materials, to be executed
by an acceptable surety company, will be required of each Con-

tractor at the time of contract execution. The bond will be in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract price and

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

must be in full force and effect for a period of twelve (12) months
from the date of written acceptance of and final payment of the
work. Bids shall be properly and completely executed on bid forms

provided by the Engineer which shall include the Non-Collusion Af-

49th Annual
COLDWATER YOUNG
FARMERS
CONSIGNMENT
AUCTION

Located: Coldwater football stadium
parking lot in Coldwater, Ohio

Saturday February 14, 2026

The Coldwater Young Farmer Association will be
conducting their annual farm machinery
consignment auction at the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in Coldwater, Ohio.

For more information on consigning your farm
machinery please call:

Dusty Uhlenhake 419-733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-852-0800
Machinery consigned by January 17, 2026
can be advertised

CR 1-2,13-2026

fidavit. Each bid shall also include the Indiana State Board of Ac-
counts Form No. 96, all as required by Statute. No bids shall be with-
drawn after the opening of bids without the consent of the Owner
for a period of thirty (30) days after the scheduled time of receiving
same. The Owner reserves the right to reject any bid, or all bids, or
to accept any bid or bids, or to make combination of bids as may
seem desirable, and to waive any and all informalities in the bid-
ding.

The Project Manual, Technical Specifications, and all bid docu-
ments will be made available at www.mssengineer.com/jecswmdbid.
Plans also on file at MSS Engineering, LLC, 414 W 5th St., Auburn,
IN 46706.
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FR girls basketball
wins second in a row,

see local roundup

The Commercial Review

Taming the Tigers

Hot start, strong finish propel JC to victory

By ETHAN OSKROBA

The Commercial Review

When the Patriots
sprinted to a 13-point edge
late in the opening quarter,
it seemed like stretching
their win streak to seven
was a foregone conclusion.

Instead, the Jay County
High School girls basket-
ball team had to weather
the storm to keep their
momentum going. The hot
start and a finishing flour-
ish were just enough to
outlast the resilient York-
town Tigers 66-59 on Tues-
day.

“We jumped off to a real-
ly good start, and I think
that was probably the key
to the game, because I felt
like we kind of let them
creep back in in the second
and third quarter, and then
we had a good finish in the
fourth,” said Jay County
coach Sherri Mclntire.
“But I really felt like that
first quarter was huge.
Being able to jump out to
an early lead and then,
obviously it kind of swung
back and forth several
times, but I was pleased
that we kept our compo-
sure and did the things
that we needed to do on
both ends of the floor.”

In total, the Patriots (8-3)
outscored Yorktown 39-25
in the first and last quar-
ters while tallying seven
fewer points than the
Tigers (6-6) in the middle
two.

As usual, much of Jay
County’s production in all
portions of the game came
from Hallie and Karsyn
Schwieterman. The sisters
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each scored 26 points and
also provided contribu-
tions across the board,
combining for 10 assists.
Hallie also logged nine
steals while Karsyn
amassed 12 rebounds.

“Being able to get out
there on defense and get-
ting your hand on a deflec-
tion or something, and
then getting down the floor
in transition, and then just
knowing whether, OK, do I
take it or do Ilook to kick?”
Mclntire said. “And I felt
like they did a really nice
job reading that tonight,
whether they were passing
to each other or passing to
another teammate, and
just very pleased with
their overall play tonight.”

But while the Schwieter-
mans provided the bulk of
the Patriots’ baskets, many
of the most timely scores
came courtesy of Eliza-
beth Brunswick. The soph-
omore contributed to the
hot start with five first-
quarter points and then
finished through contact
for a three-point play to put
Jay County back in front
after its lead eroded in the
second period.

Though Brunswick went
scoreless for more than 18
minutes of game time after
the and-one, she saved her
most impactful basket for
last. With 46 seconds to go
and the Patriots clinging to
a three-point lead,
Brunswick sliced to the
hoop and converted on a
Karsyn Schwieterman

County advantage.
See Taming page 7
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The Commercial Review/Ethan Oskroba

Elizabeth Brunswick of the Jay County High School girls basketball team lofts up a shot
during the Patriots’ 66-59 win over the Yorktown Tigers on Tuesday. Brunswick’s 10 points included
feed to extend the Jay timely baskets such as a layup with 46 seconds to go to extend the Jay County lead to five. She also
hit a 3-pointer in the Patriots’ 21-point opening quarter and gave Jay County the lead with an and-
one layup in the second quarter.

Homan powers FR

SAINT PARIS, Ohio — It
took the Indians a bit over
a month to pick up their
first win. It only took two
days to get their second.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls basketball
team picked up a 53-47 vic-
tory over the Graham
Local Falcons on Monday,
just 48 hours after beating
Preble Shawnee.

Bridget Homan domi-
nated the Falcons (7-3)
with 24 points. She made
four baskets in the first
quarter and found the
hoop two more times in
the second. Homan made
four more baskets in the
second half while going 4-
for-5 at the free-throw line.

Cameron Muhlenkamp
followed with 13 points,
while Marie Schoenlein
had six and Makenna
Huelskamp added five.
Emma Schmitz and Kayla
Gaerke both hit a free
throw for the Indians (2-9).

Zoey Cohn’s 14 points
led Graham Local and Bai-
ley Britten wasn’t far
behind with 12.

Diller dials in

BELLFONTAINE, Ohio
— The Fort Recovery boys
bowling team Kknocked
down 4,362 pins to finish
as the runner-up at the
BHS Classic Tournament
at T.P. Lanes on Monday.

Coldwater won the tour-
nament with 4,407 pins,
just 45 ahead of the Indi-
ans.

Garrett Diller had a phe-
nomenal day, rolling
games of 250, 233 and 223
for a 706 series. Only Cold-
water’s Carter Miller (720)
and Riverside’s Cooper
Crouch (709) finished
ahead of Diller.

Reece LeFevre joined

Local
Roundup

Diller on the all-tourna-
ment team with a 698
series by throwing games
of 206, 245 and 247.
Anthony Roessner was
the only other Indian to
bowl three games, finish-
ing with a 582 series.

Gabe Acheson bowled
the first two games, put-
ting up scores of 200 and
139 before Leland Wilson
finished with a 217.

A.J. Siefring started
the day with 173 pins
before Riley Stammen
took over to bowl a 235
and 173.

During the six Baker
games, the Tribe totaled
1,266 with a high of 257.

Girls get third

BELLFONTAINE, Ohio
— The Fort Recovery
girls bowling finished
third by knocking down
3,482 pins at the BHS
Classic Tournament at
T.P. Lanes on Monday.

Bellfontaine won their
tournament with 4,012
pins, while Coldwater fin-
ished second in the 13-
team field with 3,731.

Jadyn Wyerick had a
strong day with scores of
205 pins, 160 and 167. Her
532-pin series came up 18
short of the final all-tour-
nament team spot, which
went to Makylee Lot of
Lima Senior.

Lilah Thien shot games
of 205, 149 and 176 to fin-
ish two pins behind
Wyerick. Deanna Brown

also rolled three games,
recording a 517 series.

In two games apiece,
Claire Gaerke threw 136
and 158, while Liliana
Williams had 151 and 135.
Elizabeth Kahlig knocked
over 145 in her lone game.
Multiple Indians com-
bined to shoot a 131 as
well.

Fort Recovery got 1,047
pins from the six Baker
games, the high of which
was 225.

Tribe finishes 17th

LIMA, Ohio — Fort
Recovery’s swim teams
competed in the Bluffton
Holiday Invitational at
Lima YMCA on Tuesday
with both the boys and
girls finishing 17th.

The Tribe girls secured
18 points for the 17th-place
finish out of 21 teams
while the boys had 17
points. The Ottawa Glan-
dorf girls claimed the meet
with 322 points, while
Bryan’s 317 claimed the
boys competition.

The Tribe had three top-
10 finishes. Two came
from Caleb Smith in the
200-yard individual med-
ley with a time of 2 min-
utes, 25.08 seconds and in
the 100 breaststroke with a
1:11.57.

On the girls side, Livy
Timmerman swam a 28.32
to finish 10th in the 50
freestyle. She also earned
points by finishing 14th in
the 100 freestyle with a
time of 1:03.61.

Carson Fullenkamp
scored the remaining
three points by placing
14th in the 100-yard butter-
fly with a time of 1:07.90.

Claire Wenning had the
only other points for the
girls as her 3:02.40 swim in
the 200 IM netted her 15th.
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