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Shining at state

Miss Jay County
Fair Queen Gretchen
Link finished as the

fourth runner-up
Sunday in the Indiana
State  Fair Queen
Pageant at Indiana
State Fairgrounds in
Indianapolis. Link
became  just the
second Jay County
queen to make the
state fair court,

following 1986 Indiana
State Fair Queen Tina
Schwieterman. The
only others who made
the top 10 were Beth
Ninde in 1978, Jessica

Howell in 2006 and
Rachel Heitkamp in
2024. Presley

Hampton of Jackson
County was selected
as Miss Indiana State
Fair 2026. Others
joining Link on this
year's court are first

runner-up Kylie Cox of ¥ =

Tippecanoe  County,
second runner-up =
Addison Buckley of

Hancock County and
third runner-up Lexi
Wilhoite of Vermilion
County.
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Miss Jay County Gretchen Link finishes as
fourth runner-up in state fair queen pageant

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Gretchen Link walked into
the Indiana State Fair Queen
Pageant over the weekend with
the mindset that she was sim-
ply there for the ride.

But as the weekend pro-
gressed, Link zoned in on her
goal — to brightly represent
Jay County.

She found confidence on the
stage and made it through the
first two finals rounds.

“I felt like T had won just
being in the Top 10,” she said.

Then the judges named her to
Miss Indiana State Fair
Queen’s court.

Link earned fourth runner-
up at the state fair queen com-
petition Sunday, making her
the second Jay County queen in

history to earn a spot on the
state fair queen court. She
joined Miss Indiana State Fair
Queen Presley Hampton of
Jackson County, first runner-up
Kylie Cox of Tippecanoe Coun-
ty, second runner-up Addison
Buckley of Hancock County
and third runner-up Lexi Wil-
hoite of Vermillion County.
Addie Morris of Johnson Coun-
ty received the honor of Miss
Congeniality.

“I don’t think that it has even
sunk in yet,” Link said. “I know
to some people, it might not be a
huge deal, but I think for me
knowing how much it means to
Jay County as a whole, and just
how rare it is obviously for a
county to make it to the Sweet
16, to the Top 10, to be on court,
I feel so accomplished. I'm defi-

nitely proud of myself, but still
so shocked and feeling so, just,
humbled.”

There have been four other
Jay County representatives
who have made the Top 10, but
only one other local queen has
made the court — Tina (Schwi-
eterman) Easton, who earned
the Miss Indiana State Fair
Queen title in 1986. The others
who made the top 10 were Beth
Ninde in 1978, Jessica Howell in
2006 and Rachel Heitkamp in
2024.

Link faced off against 77
other women in the three-day
competition, which started
with interviews and speeches
Friday at Indiana State Fair-
grounds. The contest continued
Saturday with additional pre-
liminary judging open to the

public. Final rounds kicked off
Sunday, with 16 semi-finalists
delivering speeches in profes-
sional wear. Ten finalists then
answered an on-stage question
while sporting formal wear
before judges named court
members.

“I would definitely say in the
finals round, it’s more pres-
sure,” Link recalled. “There are
a lot more nerves on the second
competition night with the
finals. With the quick elimina-
tion ... and more quick changes
for outfits.”

She talked about her experi-
ence getting to know the other
contestants. She said they joked
around with the idea of hosting
a 2026 Indiana State Fair Queen
pageant reunion someday.

See Shining page 2

Circle Centre shuts down

By JOSEPH S. PETE

The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service

The best-known mall
in Indiana closed for good
and will be replaced by a
redevelopment.

The Hoosier State is
home to many larger
malls with fancier stores,
but none had a more
prominent location than
the Circle Centre Mall in
the heart of downtown
Indianapolis. Countless
Hoosiers passed through
its corridors or stopped to
grab a bite at one of its
many restaurants flank-
ing downtown Indy’s
busiest streets.

Property will be redeveloped as
an open-air urban neighborhood

more than $300 million in
order to repurpose the for-
mer L.S. Ayres and
William H. Block depart-
ment stores downtown
and restore retail vitality
downtown at a time when
people were more likely to
shop at suburban malls. It
lost its department store
anchors of Nordstrom and

plex, a glow-in-the-dark
indoor golf course, Brown
Mackie College and a
third-floor food court with
a Johnny Rockets. Many
people at least passed
through it when navigat-
ing downtown as it was
connected via a series of
skywalks to hotels, the
Artsgarden, the Indiana
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Rubio:
U.S. will
blockade,
pressure
Venezuela

Maduro
was arrested
and faces
narcoterrorism
charges

By JOSEPH WILKINSON
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

The U.S. plans to control
Venezuela through an oil
“quarantine” and a coordi-
nated pressure campaign
— but could still send in
ground troops if President
Trump decides to, Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
said Sunday.

“What you're seeing
right now is an oil quaran-
tine that allows us to exert
tremendous leverage over
what happens next,” Rubio
said on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.” “I think what you
see as a force posture is one
of the largest naval deploy-
ments in modern history,
certainly in the Western
Hemisphere.”

But Rubio said Trump
also planned to keep all his
options open and could
send American troops into
the country if Venezuela’s
new leadership does not

cooperate.
The nation’s vice presi-
dent, Delcy Rodriguez,

took temporary control of
the nation after U.S. forces
snatched leader Nicolas
Maduro early Saturday.
But Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem said
Sunday that Rodriguez’s
position was tenuous in
the eyes of the U.S.

“You can lead or you can
get out of the way, because
we're not going to allow
you to continue to subvert
American influence,”
Noem said on “Fox News
Sunday.” “We’re looking
for a leader that will stand
up beside us.”

Rubio also explicitly
said the U.S. planned
to bring international oil
companies in to alter
Venezuela’s oil industry,
which is the dominant fac-
tor in the country’s floun-
dering economy.

Venezuelan oil fields
have become less produc-
tive since Maduro took
over the nation follow-
ing Hugo Chavez’s death in
2013, and Rubio pitched
U.S. intervention as a way
to improve production.

See Venezuela page 2
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Circle Centre Mall in Indianapolis closed last week. Plans call for

The four-story Circle
Centre Mall was devel-
oped in the mid-1900s for

In review

A hearing on a motion to dis-
miss in Portland clerk-treasur-
er Lori Phillips’ lawsuit
against Portland Police Chief
Dustin Mock and investigator
Jeff Hopkins has been pushed
back.

The hearing that was sched-
uled for today has been moved
to 2:30 p.m. April 25 in
Delaware Circuit Court 3.

then Carson.
It was home to a wide
array of retailers, a multi-

Weather

The high temperature
Sunday was 34 degrees. The
low was 25.

Expect a low in the mid 30s
tonight with winds gusting to
20 mph. Skies will be partly
cloudy early Wednesday
before clearing. The high will
reach the upper 40s.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Convention Center and
Lucas Oil Stadium.
See Shuts page 2

the site

entertainment, offices, apartments and public plazas.

In review

Second Harvest Food Bank
will host tailgate food distribu-
tions:

*Wednesday, Jan. 7, at Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806 E.
Votaw St., Portland

*Thursday, Jan. 8, at Muncie
Mall, 3401 N. Granville Ave.,
Muncie

All tailgates are scheduled
for 10 a.m.

Coming up

Wednesday — Details from
this week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the Jay County girls basketball
game against Concordia.

Friday — A look at bills that
have been proposed by local
legislators.

retail,

Wisconsin-based developer Hendricks Commercial Properties to develop
into an open-air urban neighborhood with

dining,
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Venezuela ...

Continued from page 1

“They need investment from
private companies who are only
going to invest under certain
guarantees and conditions,” he
said on “Face the Nation.” “We
want the oil industry in that
country not to go to the benefit
of pirates and adversaries of
the United States.”

Venezuelan oil exports have
been officially sanctioned since
2017. Most of the country’s oil

exports from the state-owned
company, PDVSA, are sold on
the black market in China.

In mid-December, Trump
instituted an oil “blockade”
surrounding Venezuela, stop-
ping all sanctioned ships from
entering or exiting the country
through a massive U.S. Navy
deployment. Rubio said Sunday
that blockade, which he
referred to as an “oil quaran-
tine,” would allow the U.S. to

CR almanac

dictate terms with whatever
Venezuelan leadership
emerges.

“My number one objective is
America,” Rubio said on ABC’s
“This Week.” “We care about
Venezuela. We want it to do
well moving forward. But our
number one objective here is
America.”

Many observers have criti-
cized the U.S. operation in
Venezuela, which local leaders

Shining ...

Continued from page 1
“Spending three days with so
many girls who are all so uplifting,
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Link said.

Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $86
million

Mega Millions
Estimated  jackpot:
$180 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-1-3
Daily Four: 7-0-5-6
Quick Draw: 1-10-15-
19-20-21-25-27-29-31-33-34-
40-42-48-67-68-69-78-80
Evening
Daily Three: 5-1-7

11-12-18-25-29-32-35-36-43-
53-57-58-61-64-68-69
Cash 5: 28-29-30-35-41
Estimated jackpot:
$110,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-74
Pick 4: 9-7-0-5
Pick 5: 1-1-2-2-9
Evening
Pick 3: 4-9-2
Pick 4: 2-2-4-2
Pick 5: 4-3-9-7-5
Rolling Cash 5: 2-7-12-
19-33

Daily Four: 3-0-1-1 Estimated jackpot:
Quick Draw: 5-7-9-10- $120,000
Cooper Farms Feb. beans .............. 10.48
Fort Recovery Wheat .....ccceceenenene 4.63
COlNoeeeeeeeeeeeeen, 456 ADM
Feb. corn ........c....... 4.58 Montpelier
March corn ............. 4.58 COrN.ccceeeeeeeeeeeeennee. 4.38
Feb. corn .................. 4.40
POET Biorefining Beans........cccceueee. 10.35
Portland Feb. beans .............. 10.42
COIN.eveeeeeeeeeeen, 456 Wheat ... 4.88
Feb. corn................... 4.50
March corn.............. 450 Heartland
St. Anthony
The Andersons COrN...oeeeieeeceeennn. 4.53
Richland Township Feb.corn.................. 4.48
COrn .ccovveeeveeeereeenen. 443 Beans........ccceeen. 10.07
Feb. corn .................. 4.45 March beans .......... 10.22
Beans.....ccocceeeveeenns 10.39 Wheat ......c.couveneee. 4.63

Today in history

In 1907, Maria
Montessori opened her
first school, the Casa dei
Bambini, in San Lorenzo,
Rome, Italy. The Montes-
sori Method, which found
popularity across the
globe, served to educate
underprivileged children
who were assumed to be
unable to learn. Today
there are around 5,000
Montessori schools serv-
ing more than a million
children.

In 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
delivered his “Four Free-
doms” State of the Union
address, outlining free-
dom of speech, freedom
of worship, freedom from
want and freedom from
fear as essential human
rights.

In 1950, Great Britain
announced its recogni-
tion of the People's
Republic of China.

In 2004, the Fort
Recovery High School
girls basketball team
dominated the visiting
South Adams Starfires
74-35 behind 11 points
from freshman Holly
Stein and 10 from senior
Jenn Stahl.

In 2021, supporters of
President Donald Trump
stormed the U.S. Capitol,
disrupting a session of
Congress during which
the results of the 2020
election were to be certi-
fied with Democrat Joe
Biden defeating the
Republican incumbent.

In 2022, Portland
Board of Works
approved the purchase of

new trash totes for city
residents at a cost of
$235,000 in an effort to
make the trash pick-up
process safer and more
efficient.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners execu-
tive session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

4 pm. — Jay County
Commissioners special
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

4 pm. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, fire sta-

tion, 1616 N. Meridian
St.

6 p.m. — Jackson
Township Advisory
Board, 5341 W. 400 North,
Portland.

7 pm. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday

5:15 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Meridian St.

so kind, so accomplished, so profes-
sional, it does something to your

said killed 40 people, as a viola-
tion of international law. The
plot involved several military
aircraft and bombs dropped on
the capital city of Caracas.

On Sunday, Rubio described
it as a law enforcement opera-
tion to arrest Maduro, who was
indicted for narcoterrorism
under U.S. law. He was jailed in
Brooklyn upon his arrival in
the U.S. Saturday night.

Several other members of

She also spoke highly of her time
rooming with 14 other contestants.
Two of them — Miss Indiana State
Fair Queen Presley Hampton and
third runner-up Lexi Wilhoite —

“I got to hang out and chat with
Presley a lot during the weekend,”
“Nobody knows and
expects the winner, but I knew that
she was definitely a special one. I
felt very proud that I was able to
connect with her.”

Link, a graduate of the 50th class
of Jay County High School, attends
Ball State University. She’s studying
exercise science with plans to
become an occupational therapist.
Link has also considered becoming
a clinical exercise physiologist.
Either way, she said, she plans to
stay in the health care field.

She also continues to serve as a
cantor at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Portland.

Link will return to Indianapolis
in early August for the Indiana State
Fair Queen court day, an event cele-
brating the court while they wear
state fair sashes and their county
crowns. She’ll also be there for
queens day, which involves honor-
ing all newly crowned queens
across the state.

In the mean time, she’s looking
forward to her home county pageant
this summer.

“I'm even more excited for (this)
year’s Jay County queen pageant,”
she said. “I cannot wait to find out
who the next Miss Jay County is

and help her through the process of
the state fair pageant, and I hope
that we can continue growing and
bettering as a county pageant. I

Maduro’s regime, who face sim-
ilar American criminal
charges, remain in Venezuela,
ostensibly in positions of
power.

“We have learned through
the years when America tries to
do regime change and nation-
building in this way, the Ameri-
can people pay the price in both
blood and in dollars,” Sen.
Chuck Schumer, D-New York,
said on “This Week.”

Photo provided

Gretchen Link of Jay County poses for a photo backstage

this weekend during the Indiana State Fair Queen Pageant. She
will return to the state fairgrounds for Indiana State Fair Queen
court day and queens day in August.

have several new ideas to bring up
with Optimists, and I am just very
optimistic about the future of Jay
County’s pageant.”

Shuts ...

Continued from page 1

Beloit, Wisconsin-based
developer Hendricks Com-
mercial Properties, which
also developed the Bottle-
works District at the his-
toric Coca-Cola bottling
plant on Mass Avenue, will
transform it into a mixed-
use district known as Trac-
tion Yards. The two-block-
long property will be
turned from an enclosed
mall into an open-air
urban neighborhood with
retail, dining, entertain-
ment, offices, apartments
and public plazas.

The new name is meant
to evoke the city’s industri-
al and rail heritage.

“Traction Yards will be a
destination that symbol-
izes movement, connection
and the next chapter of
downtown Indianapolis,”
said Rob Gerbitz, president
and CEO of Hendricks
Commercial Properties.
“This brand captures the
spirit of what we’re creat-
ing, which is a place where
people want to be every
day, not just during special

JANUARY ADVERTISING SPECIALS
1/4-page color ad

226

events or conventions.”

Traction Yards will
include 400,000 square feet
of retail, dining and enter-
tainment space. It will
have another 100,000
square feet of office space,
300 residential units and
outdoor gathering spaces
that will host live music
and other events.

SERVICES

Wednesday, Jan. 7

Cowan, Jacqueline: 6 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Thursday, Jan. 8

Bennett, Vivian: 4 p.m,
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W.Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com
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Illness

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

It wasn’t supposed to happen
this way:.

The joy of the season was gone.

In early December, Baby
Schanz got sick and missed a day
of day care. The bug that got her
eventually made its way to me,
but it wasn’t anything too seri-
ous.

I had some chest congestion —
something I seemingly get each
year, now — and my seasonal sore
throat. I figured after about a
week or so I'd be in the clear and
ready for our daughter’s first con-
scious Christmas holiday.

(While technically her second
Christmas, it was to be the first
where she’d actually be excited
for the tree and have an idea of
what the gifts under it were
about.)

The week passed. The illness
didn’t.

On Dec. 19, I started feeling a
little off. I wasn’t able to finish my
lunch, and for the remainder of
the workday my stomach just felt
a bit uneasy.

That night, the first round
started.

Fever. Chills. Shivers. Muscle
aches. Cold sweats. Headache.
Pounding chest.

I took a COVID-19 test and it

stripped joy from holiday

Parental
Ponderings

was negative. Tylenol and rest
should do the trick, right?

I missed work the next day, and
stayed home the remainder of the
week — though continued to
work — so I wouldn’t infect my
coworkers before the holidays.

I shook the fever, improved
over the weekend, and was antic-
ipating a great Christmas week.

But then Chrissy began to take
aturn.

My nephew contracted COVID,
a fever made its way through his
home and we eventually canceled
our family Christmas gathering,
which was set for Christmas Eve.

It was unfortunate because my
family hadn’t gotten together in a
while for various reasons. We
were all looking forward to get-
ting together for the holiday, but
sicknesses threw a wrench into
those plans.

Our household managed to be
A-OK by Christmas Day, so we
had our own festivities. My wife

This year’s Christmas holiday
was supposed to be full of joy.
Instead, it was void of any

holly-jolly feelings.

and I had a blast bringing the
presents from the basement and
putting them under the tree for
Baby Schanz, even going to the
extreme of rearranging them a
bunch of times based on what we
wanted her to see or play with

first.

Since our daughter had been
sleeping in bed with us for the
better part of a month, which is a
story for another column, our
plan was to have her stay in bed
with her mom while I turned the
tree lights on, prepped coffee and
then sat on the couch to record
her reaction when she came into
the living room and saw the tree.

Her look was priceless when
she saw a plush rocking horse

that she went to immediately.

We continued to record videos
of her opening her gifts to share
with our family so they could see
her reaction. It’s a memory my
wife and I will certainly never for-
get.

Then, the day after Christmas,
my fever returned. So too did the
headaches, chills and cold sweats.

More Tylenol, and a day later
the fever was gone. I thought I felt
OK.

Boy, was I wrong.

That Sunday, I had a fever
again. The headache was the
worst it had been, so much so that
a handful of rogue headbutts
from my daughter caused so
much pain it put me in tears.

Finally, last week, I manned up
and went to urgent care to get

some antibiotics. The doctor said
I probably got hit by two separate
afflictions.

I can — knock on wood — say
the antibiotics worked and I'm
finally healthy again.

My family is on the mend, too,
and we’ve rescheduled our holi-
day festivities.

This year’s Christmas holiday
was supposed to be full of joy.
Instead, it was void of any holly-
jolly feelings. Thinking back, I
was ill last year, too.

We just hope the third Christ-
mas as a dad won't follow the
same trend.

Schanz is a former CR Sports
at

Editor: Email him
christopher.schanz@gmail.com.

Family chooses 51de in divorce W3y \I-

DEAR ABBY: My wife’s nephew is
getting divorced. The process seems
to be amicable; there was no cheat-
ing or abuse. They have two chil-
dren. Even though the soon-to-be-ex,
“Michelle,” has always been welcom-
ing and nice, my wife’s family has
circled the wagons. They no longer
talk to her and have made clear I
can’t either. I don’t think that’s right.

Michelle has done nothing wrong
and has been cordial to us. My wife
says to stay out of it and never con-
tact her. I think that’s immature. I
realize my thoughts don’t matter.
However, I'm thinking about contact-
ing Michelle to say I feel bad about
being in that position and apologize.

I think if Idid, I'd feel better about
myself, and she’d know that every-
one doesn’t hate her. Should some-
thing happen to my wife’s nephew, I
would have some basis for connec-
tion to the children. What do you
think? — NAVIGATING CHANGE
IN ILLINOIS

DEAR NAVIGATING: I think
you are more mature than your
wife’s family. You are an adult,
and you should do what you feel
is right.

DEAR ABBY: My father left our
family when I was in sixth grade.

Dear
Abby

Because he had cheated on our
mom nhumerous times, he was
removed from his ministry and
went into education. I tried to
resolve my feelings with him, but
he would never admit his faults.
When I finally asked him to tell me
the truth, he refused.

I am now in my 60s and still
angry at him. I have a wonderful
wife and two beautiful kids he has
never met. Before he dies, I'd like
to tell him how I feel about him
and ask him one more time to tell
the truth. Is this worth the effort?
He is 92, so I don’t have much time.
— ANGRY STILL IN PENNSYLVA-
NIA

DEAR ANGRY: Your efforts
will be better spent if you meet
with your father and tell him
you forgive him for his trans-
gressions. Do this not for him
but for yourself, to free you
from the burden of anger you

have carried for all these years
— and will continue to carry
after his demise.

DEAR ABBY: How does one
approach, by phone, email or in
person, a couple — close friends of
many years — whose husband is
slipping into dementia? Do we
acknowledge and commiserate,
pretend nothing is amiss, stop
communicating and seeing them?
Or ... WHAT, exactly?

The profound tragedy is that the
husband has been an intellectual
and executive giant of immense
quality, with abundant gifts and
skills.

Watching this slow-motion
tragedy unfold is agonizing. Not
knowing what to say or do com-
pounds the pain. — DELIVERING
PAINFUL NEWS

DEAR DELIVERING: Social
isolation is a Kkiller. People in
the early to middle stages of
dementia are capable of being
social. What you should contin-
ue to do is be the friend to this
couple that you always have
been and take your guidance
from the wife. She will appreci-
ate your kindness and support
during this difficult time.

Insurance \d

Big dental bills? Get protection.

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

Get your FREE =
Information Kit :- : EI

It's easy! Call or
scan today

1-844-244-7025

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance
solicitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual com/find-dentist. This specific offer
not available in CO, KS, NV, NY, OR - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state.
Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C2541D; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: PI54GA;
OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).

6370

hoasier

Consumer Cellular-

BiG WIRELESS

Community Calendar

COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
atnoon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE CON- St., Portland.

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal

Sudoku

Level: Beginner
Saturday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352

or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —

Will meet at 8 am. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY  REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the

Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St.

Switch & Save Today.

©2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and
E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and
is subject to system limitations.

Rather you sell cars or service cars,
We have a deal for you!!

Advertise your business in our cars special section
with distribution in 3 newspapers!

¢ The Commercial Review (Portland)
¢ The News-Gazette (Winchester)
¢ The News Times (Hartford City)

Full-page color - $550

{only one available)
1/2-page colcjr - $475
1/2-page B&W - $275
1/4-page B&W - $225

Big business card (3x3.5) - $105
Business card (2x2) - $60

Space for color ads is limited and will be on a
first-come, first-serve basis

Deadline for Ads is Feb. 4

GRAPHIC
PRINTING

NEWSPAPERS

Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com

(260) 726-8141
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Work to make ’26 the best it can be

Journal Gazette & Times-Courier
(Mattoon, lIl.)

Tribune News Service

Welcome to 2026.

As we begin the new year,
let’s look at it as a blank slate.

Much of what will happen in
this year will be out of our con-
trol, especially when it comes
to our government at the state
and national levels.

We will just have to hope for
the best and trust our leaders

Guest
Editorial

to do the right thing. However,
we can hold them accountable
— and let them know what we
want and how we feel. We just

need to let our voices be
heard.

What we have control over,
though, is how we conduct our-
selves. We can take the high
road and be more civil to our
neighbors and to those who
may not necessarily agree with
our points of view.

We all can strive to be better.

Personally, there is much we
all can do.

For one, there are the ever-

popular New Year’s resolu-
tions. We can work to get in
better shape or do something
we’ve always wanted to do but
haven’t yet.

There also are plenty of
opportunities where we can
volunteer and make our com-
munity a better place. Find
something that interests you
and devote some time and
effort to it. Not only will you
make a difference in someone

else’s life you will feel better
about yourself.

The important thing is that a
new year offers us a new start.
That blank slate ... well, it’s up
to us to figure out how we fill it.

We can make the year what
we want it to be. We just have
to take the first step and be
proactive, instead of being
reactive.

Happy 2026 to everyone.
Make it a good year.
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Health chaos will have consequences

By LISA JARVIS
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The unprecedented turmoil at
the top U.S. health agencies,
under the leadership of Health
and Human Services Secretary
Robert E. Kennedy Jr., is sure to
have a long-term impact on the
well-being of Americans.
Although Kennedy’s mantra has
been to “Make America Healthy
Again,” the most visible changes
he and his allies have made with-
in the Department of Health and
Human Services in 2025 appear,
in practice, designed to do the
opposite.

The consequences of
Kennedy'’s first year in office —
marked by sweeping cuts in fund-
ing and personnel at the agencies
under his purview, the erosion of
expertise and the mainstreaming
of anti-vaccine rhetoric into
national policy — will unfold over
years or even decades. However,
several key metrics could serve
as early indicators of how quick-
ly Kennedy’s influence, combined
with President Donald Trump’s
broader agenda, will shape Amer-
icans’ health.

From the spread of preventable
diseases to access to both estab-
lished and emerging drugs and
vaccines to health care coverage,
here are a few things I'll be pay-
ing attention to in 2026:

Measles could worsen
Kennedy faced his first signifi-
cant test within days of his con-
firmation: a rapidly spreading
measles outbreak in West Texas.
Unfortunately, he failed the exam.
He waffled for weeks, failing to
forcefully encourage vaccination,
while simultaneously promoting
unproven treatments for the
virus. Meanwhile, the Trump
administration’s deep cuts to
the Centers for Disease Control

Lisa
Jarvis

and Prevention left local health
authorities struggling to contend
with the outbreak.

By July, measles cases had
reached 1,288, their highest level
since the virus was declared elim-
inated in the U.S. in 2000. By late
December, the number of cases
had grown to 2,012, of which
approximately 87% were associ-
ated with an ongoing outbreak.
Cases have been reported in sev-
eral states, and at least three
unvaccinated people are reported
to have died from the disease.

The situation has continued to
deteriorate as we head into 2026,
as evidenced by an accelerating
outbreak in South Carolina that,
by mid-December, had infected
more than 135 people and sent
hundreds more into quarantine.
The question for 2026 seems to be
not whether, but when,
the U.S. will lose its measles elim-
ination status — and how severe
the consequences may become
amid future outbreaks.

Fewer receive shots

The measles outbreak was
fueled by vulnerabilities in the
vaccine safety net that helps keep
everyone protected. Eliminated
diseases remain eliminated only
if enough people — typically
around 95% of the population —
are immunized. Data indicate
that acceptance of routine child-
hood vaccines is softening, and
the share of children entering
kindergarten with all their shots
has gradually declined over the

past five years. During the same
period, many more -children
received non-medical exemptions
from required vaccinations.

The question now becomes
how Kennedy’s influence over
both public opinion and actual
policy might amplify those twin
trends. Last summer, he over-
hauled the influential CDC advi-
sory panel that makes recommen-
dations on the use of vaccines
nationwide, appointing members
who more closely align with his
anti-vaccine views. The panel has
since restricted the use of certain
vaccines, most notably by revok-
ing the longstanding advice that
all newborns be vaccinated
against hepatitis B. The group is
also poised, under Trump’s direc-
tion, to review the entire child-
hood immunization schedule,
raising concerns about rollbacks
of other established protections.

Meanwhile, lawmakers,
emboldened by Kennedy’s
actions, have sought to pass laws
that make it easier for parents to
obtain exemptions that allow
their children to forgo routine
vaccinations. Kindergarten
exemption data for this school
year could provide our first indi-
cation of whether these efforts
have significantly affected par-
ents’ decision-making.

A crisis in insurance
During the Biden administra-
tion, the number of uninsured
Americans fell to record lows,
largely due to the introduction of
pandemic-era subsidies that
made insurance purchased
through the Affordable Care Act
more affordable. The looming
expiration of those tax credits at
the end of this year led to months
of congressional gridlock over
whether and how to extend
them. Democrats advocated

extending them, while Republi-
cans debated whether they
should be preserved in a more
limited form or discarded alto-

gether.
Lawmakers failed to reach a
consensus before Congress

adjourned for the year. The expi-
ration of the credits means mil-
lions of Americans will see their
insurance premiums roughly
double in January. Negotiations
will continue after the holiday
break, and if a deal is reached,
health policy experts at KFF say
the Trump administration could
help consumers by making the
subsidies retroactive to Jan. 1 and
extending the sign-up deadline to
allow enrollees to switch to more
affordable plans.

The stakes are high: The num-
ber of Americans receiving cov-
erage through ACA plans has
more than doubled since 2020 to
more than 24 million. Without the
subsidies, some 4.2 million people
are projected to forgo coverage.

Early numbers from the Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid
Services suggest that fewer new
customers are enrolling in ACA
plans, but they also indicate a
slight increase in returning cus-
tomers compared with this time
in 2024. And, of course, the ulti-
mate unknown is how many
Americans will end up uninsured
— and how that could affect the
nation’s long-term health and
strain its infrastructure.

Approval process unclear

U.S. consumers have long bene-
fited from the country’s leader-
ship in biomedical innovation, a
position predicated on a gold-
standard regulatory body that
carefully evaluates scores of new
drugs, vaccines and medical
devices each year.

But that typically predictable

approval process has been dis-
rupted by turmoil and ever-
shifting policies at the Food and
Drug Administration. As FDA
Commissioner Marty
Makary puts existing vaccines
and other long-used drugs
under new scrutiny, there is
reason to worry that the
approval thresholds for newer
ones could become unreason-
ably high.

At the same time, Makary is
intent on speeding up new drug
approvals. He is reportedly
planning to reduce the number
of late-stage studies required
for FDA approval from two to
one. He has also introduced a
controversial “national priority
review voucher,” which promis-
es reviews within weeks for
companies that align with
Trump’s focus on affordability,
domestic manufacturing, and
unmet public health needs.

All of this is unfolding at a
time of significant churn at the
FDA, both at the leadership
level and among the career sci-
entists who review new prod-
ucts. The question for next year
is whether the flow of new ther-
apies can increase without com-
promising safety and efficacy —
a difficult balance to strike.

These key health measures
use real-time data to capture the
immediate impact of a trans-
formed HHS. But it is essential
to ensure there is a full account-
ing of the many other areas —
including opioid deaths, mater-
nal mortality, and drug prices —
that could be affected by the
seismic shifts to our nation’s
health infrastructure.

Jarvis is a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist covering biotech,

health care and the pharmaceu-

tical industry.
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Financial
education

Last month, First Bank
of Berne partnered with Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School for financial
education. Bank employees
visited the school to teach
seniors about financial
concepts including interest,
amortization and the
importance of saving money.
Pictured, First Bank of Berne
mortgage loan originator
Tanner McClain shares a

lesson with students.
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Stewart to

Jay County Chamber of Com-
merce has elected its officers for
2026.

Josh Stewart will serve as
president of the chamber. Shau-
na Runkle will be vice presi-
dent, and Seth Scott will serve
as secretary.

The chamber also has several
ribbon-cutting ceremonies
scheduled.

«11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 8 —
Inner Sanctum Piercing & Tat-
too, 326 S. Main St., Dunkirk

4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 16 — The
Brass Bell, 135 S. Union St., Pen-
nville

-11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 24 —
Two Mama’s on Tap, 2 W. High
St., Redkey

For more information about
the chamber, visit jaycounty-
chamber.com.

Training available

Ivy Tech Community College
and Vision Corner Learning
Center are teaming to offer
learning opportunities.

A “Working Genius Work-
shop” is scheduled for 8 a.m. to
noon Wednesday, Jan. 28. It will
include an assessment for build-
ing better teams and learning
about the “types of genius
involved in getting anything
done.”

Vision Corner is located at 202
N. Columbia St., Union City. The

Business
roundup

registration deadline is Jan. 21.
Email ewigginton@ivytech.edu
or call (765) 966-2656 ext. 4106.
Vision Corner will also host
ServSafe training from 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 2. To reg-
ister, visit inrla.org/events.

Purchase complete

First Financial Bank closed
its acquisition of BankFinan-
cial Corporation on Thursday.

BankFinancial is a Chicago-
based firm with 18 financial cen-
ters. The purchase brings First
Financial to $22 billion in
assets.

“Expanding our presence in
Chicago presents us with signif-
icant opportunities for growth
and profitability because of the
many solutions we can bring to
new and existing clients in this
market,” said Archie Brown,
president and CEO of First
Financial Bank, in a news
release. “First Financial exists
to create opportunities to help
our clients and communities
thrive, and we look forward to

the impact we can have with
this approach in Chicago.”
First Financial has locations
in Portland, Fort Recovery,
Union City and Hartford City.

ServSafe classes set

John Jay Center for Learning
in Portland will host a pair of
ServSafe training courses in the
spring.

Training will be available on
Tuesdays, March 31 and May 19.
John Jay is located at 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

For more information, call
(260) 729-5525.

Adding stations

Walmart has announced that
it plans to add 31 new charging
locations for electric vehicles.

The retail chain currently has
16 charging locations, with
plans to add new sites in
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas,
Arizona and Florida. The bulk
of those — 21 — will be in Texas
and Arizona.

Named to board

Ardagh Group has appointed
Todd Brents as its interim chief
financial officer and named
Galdino Claro and Richard
Navarre to its board of direc-
tors.

Brents leads finance for pro-
fessional services and consult-

ing business Beckway. He takes
over for John Sheehan, who
retired Dec. 31.

Ardagh has started the search
process for a permanent chief
financial officer.

Claro is an independent con-
sultant who has served as CEO
of companies including Harsco
Metals and Minerals. Navarre is
the retired chairman, CEO and
president of Covia Corporation.

Ardagh operates glass manu-
facturing facilities in Dunkirk
and Winchester.

New facility planned

An Invenergy subsidiary is
planning a new wind farm in
Oklahoma, OK Energy Today
reported.

The publication noted a
recent filing by Southwest
Power Pool for a 35-turbine, 214-
megawatt project near
McAlester, Oklahoma. Overland
Station Wind Energy, an Inven-
ergy subsidiary, is listed as the
developer of the project.

Invenergy is planning Sky-
crest Solar in northwest Jay
County.

Suit settled

Tyson Foods has agreed to an
$82.5 million settlement for a
proposed class-action lawsuit
from grocery retailers and other
businesses.

lead chamber boar

Tyson was accused of con-
spiring to inflate beef prices in
the US. by restricting supply.
The proposed settlement was
made public last week in U.S.
District Court in Minnesota.

According to Reuters, attor-
neys for the plaintiffs are work-
ing on a final settlement agree-
ment to be presented for judicial
approval.

Tyson operates Tyson Mexi-
can Original in Portland.

Courses scheduled

Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce has several programs
coming up.

General Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
courses will be held beginning
Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Also, the Indiana Safety and
Health Conference & Expo will
be held from Feb. 23 through 25.
It will feature a variety of
speakers as well as more than 60
educational sessions.

The courses and expo will be
held at the Indiana Chamber of
Commerce Conference Center
in Indianapolis.

For more information, visit
indianachamber.com.

Does your business have news
to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.
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Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

LLC

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

Hopkins Repair,

Auto & light truck repair

Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Dentistry

Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
WWW.ovgc.com

(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

A

Prevention
Coalition

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN
8-5:00 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951

(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.

260-726-8007

Portland, IN 47371

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included
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Wendel's

'.ut, Von Schrader Dry
A | Foam Cleaning

{ QX

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Highway 67 W, y
l ‘ | b ‘ GA%%?U%SSW Commercial
Portland, Indiana Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
260'25 " 97 3 5 Cell 260-729-2797

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL, & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services
ANDY KING
765-881-1611

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

v Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

By the sweat of the brow

South dealer.

tour spades. Declarer sees immedi-

Neither side vulnerable, ately that he will lose at least one
NORTH trump trick and two or three dia-
4842 mond tricks. He doesn’t know at
vin62 the outset how he will fare in either
#853 suit because he doesn’t know how

BATT the opposing cards are divided.
WEST EAST South begins by taking the heart
*K *J96 queen with the ace and cashes the
vQJ98 Y7543 ace ol spades. As it happens, West's
¢AQT4 +J109 king falls. Declarer now knows he
#9853 #1062 will eventually have to lose a trump

SOUTH trick to East's jack.
A I0T53 With the trump situation clari-
YAK fied, declarer now turns his atten-
¢K62 tion to the question of how many
®K Q4 diamond tricks he will lose. Tt the
The bidding: diamond ace is on his right, he isin
South  West  North FEast  good shape, but if it is on his left,
| & Pass 28 Pass  heis in danger of losing three dia-
44 mond tricks and the contract.

Opening lead — queen of hearts.

The outcome of most contracts
depends largely on how the defend-
er’s cards are distribuied. This
refers not only to how the suits are
divided, but alse to the location of
the missing high cards.

Nevertheless, a  thoughtful
declarer can sometimes overcome a
bad lie of the cards by allowing for
the possibility that it may exist and
adopting the proper precautionary
measures,

Consider this deal where West
leads the queen of hearts against

The challenge at this point is to
make the contract even il West has
the ace. To guard against this con-
tingency, declarer first cashes the
fkang of hearts and queen of spades.
He then plays the K-Q-A of clubs,
followed by dummy’s ten of hearts.
But instead of ruffing the ten,
South discards a diamond!

West takes the ten with the jack
but unhappily has no safe exit card.
He must either lead a diamond or
hand declater a ruff-and-discard,
and whichever he chooses, South
makes four spades.

Tomerrow: The 100% solution.

2026 King Features Syndicate Tne.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN [ WOULD LIKE
A BOOSTER TO HELP ME TIDY UP WITH A
BROOM, I MIGHT TAKE MY SWEEPING PILLS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals C
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(260) 726-8141

260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW'’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

The
Commercial
Review

wo>» om=—T-0nd>ro

726-8141
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Mike Tomlin
revels in
adding Rodgers

By AUSTIN HERTZOG

pennlive.com
Tribune News Service

The Pittsburgh Steel-
ers became AFC North
champions for the first
time since 2020 Sunday
night with a 26-24 victory
over the  Baltimore
Ravens at Acrisure Stadi-
um.

It was dramatic every
step of the way with the
Steelers escaping defeat
when rookie kicker Tyler
Loop missed a 44-yard
field goal attempt in the
closing seconds that
would have ended the
Steelers’ season.

Instead, the Steelers’
season continues, as does
the season and career at
future Hall of Fame quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers.

Rodgers found Calvin
Austin IIT for a 26-yard
touchdown pass with 55
seconds to give the Steel-
ers the lead for good.

Head coach Mike Tom-
lin spoke about his affini-
ty for Rodgers and the
purpose of bringing in
the 42-year-old, four-time
MVP.

“I’'ve admired him from
afar for a long time. It
was good to do it with
him,” Tomlin said. “I've
said multiple times here
in recent weeks, this was
the vision in the spring
when we pursued him.”

“That’s why you do
business with a 41, 42-
year-old guy. Been there,
done that for a guy with a
resume like his. He’s not
only capable, he thrives
in it.

“I think he put that on
display tonight.”

Rodgers was 31-for-47

FR ...

Continued from page 8

The Tribe (6-3) had a
rough first half as it got
outpaced 30-14. Botkins (8-
0) scored 20 points in the
first quarter alone.

Breaker Jutte was the
Indians’ leading scorer
with 15 points, while
Brody Barga added 11.

Braylon Dilworth added
five points in the third
quarter, while Douglas
Bihn had four points in
the first half and Colson
Post added four in the sec-
ond. Grant Fortkamp and
Hudson Overman com-
bined for three points, all
on free throws.

Eli Pitts led the Trojans
with 17 while Will Monnin
and James Steinke added
12 apiece.

‘I’'ve admired
him from
afar for a
long time.

It was good

to do it
with him.
I've said
multiple
times here in
recent weeks,
this was
the vision in
the spring
when we

pursued him.’
— Mike Tomlin,
Steelers coach

for 294 yards and the
touchdown to Austin.

Pittsburgh earns the
No. 4 seed in the AFC and
will host the No. 5 seed
Houston Texans at
Acrisure Stadium on
Monday, Jan. 12 at 8:15
p.m. (ESPN, ABC).

“TJ said to me, ‘that’s
why we brought him
here,”” defensive linemen
Cam Heyward said. “He
delivered.”

First loss

CELINA, Ohio, — The
Fort Recovery boys bowl-
ing team dropped its first
match of the year 2,491-
2,299 against St. Henry at
Plaza Lanes on Saturday.

The Indians (7-1, 3-1
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence) stayed even with St.
Henry (5-2, 4-0 MAC) in the
Baker games at 811-809 but
were too far behind from
the individual games.

A.J Siefring posted the
high series of 342 pins for
the Tribe. He opened with
a 205 but slipped with a 137
in his second game. No
other Indian bowled more
than one game in the
match. Gabe Acheson had
the second-best game of
177.

Sports on tap

Jay County High
School’s Cole Forthofer
rises up for a bunny
during the Patriots’ 72-

63 win at Muncie
Central on Saturday.
Forthofer tied Gradin

Swoveland for a team-
high 19 points while
shooting 8-0f-9 from the

field. Forthofer also
pulled down nine
rebounds, leaving him

one shy of Swoveland
and a double-double.

Final ...

Continued from page 8

While the Bearcats
scored 18 points in the
third quarter, the Patriot
defense did better as a
while getting out on
shooters and taking away
easy passes to cutters off
of drives. In the first half,
Muncie Central hit six 3-
point shots and had eight
assists. In the second, it
hit one three and had two
assists.

“You change the way
you play when you're
behind,” said MCHS
coach Jeff Holloway.
“You play one way when
you’re moving the ball
and shots are going in,
but when that pressure
sets in to score, some
guys take it upon them-
selves to score rather
than trusting the system
and what worked in the
first half. ... I thought we
played hard and didn’t
play selfish. Their size
just got to us in the sec-
ond half.”

The Patriots also had a
cleaner second half
offensively when it comes
to turnovers and that’s

largely due to the steady
hand of Swoveland.

Swoveland started
bringing the ball up the
floor, preventing the
Bearcat pressure from
creating a turnover.
From there he would
decide to enter the ball
into the offense or just
drive the paint himself,
which worked well as he
finished 8-of-12 from the
floor to tie Forthofer for a
team-high 19 points.

“Our big guys were
tearing it up and that
opened up the floor,” said
Swoveland, who also had
a game-high 10 rebounds
for a double-double. “If 1
get the edge, they're
sticking to the big, so I
get easy layups.”

Junior varsity

The Patriots JV team
fell to Muncie Central 51-
45 after a rough start.

Jay County only had
six points in the first
quarter on a pair of shots
by Alex Miller and a Nick
Snow hoop, while the
Bearcats ran off 15
points. The Patriots were

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Box score

Jay County Patriots
at Muncie Central Bearcats

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (6-2)
FG-FGA FTFTA PTS

Overton 12 4-4 6
Comer 511 34 16
Barnett 00 00 0
Wasson 0-0 0-0 0
Forthofer 89 36 19
Phillips 4-6 0-0 8
Swoveland 812 34 19
Sommers 12 22 4
Totals 2742 1520 72
.643 .750

Def. Rebound percentage: .774

Home (4-3)

FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS
Hiatt 0-0 0-0 0]
Taylor 817 22 21
Wells 39 24 9
Montgomery 2-6 36 7
Ferguson 00 0-0 6]
Johnson 410 34 13
Snead 57 02 11
Burkhart 1-2 00 2
Totals 2351 1016 63

451 .625

Def. Rebound percentage: .625

Score by quarters:
JayCo. 14 15 21 22—72
Mun. Cen.15 18 18 12—63

3-point shooting: Jay County 3-7
(Comer 3-7). Muncie Central 7-21
(Taylor 3-9, Johnson 2-5, Snead 1-1,
Wells 1-5, Burkhart).

Rebounds: Jay County 30 (Swove-
land 10, Forthofer 9, Overton 4,
Comer 3, Sommers 3, Team). Muncie
Central 17 (Snead 4, Wells 2, Mont-
gomery 2, Johnson 2, Burkhart 2,
Team 2, Hiatt, Taylor, Ferguson).

Assists: Jay County 12 (Barnett 5,
Overton 4, Comer, Phillips, Swove-
land). Muncie Central 10 (Wells 4,
Johnson 2,
Burkhart).

Ferguson, Snead,

Blocks: Jay County 2 (Swoveland,
Sommers). Muncie Central O.

Personal fouls: Jay County 19
(Forthofer 5, Overton 3, Comer 3,
Swoveland 3, Barnett 2, Sommers 2).
Muncie Central 17 (Montgomery 5,
Wells 4, Johnson 4, Burkhart 2, Tay-
lor, Ferguson).

Turnovers: Jay County 12. Muncie
Central 5.

never able to catch back
up after the early deficit.

Brody Collins led JCHS
with 15 points, while
Miller added 10. Snow
and Tyler Wasson both
finished with six while

Paul Dirksen had five
points and Sam Wiggins
hit a three.

De’Marshuwn Clemons
led MCHS with 12 points,
followed by Jonah John-
son with 11.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Swim at Bellmont — 6 p.m.; Girls
basketball vs. Concordia Lutheran — 6 p.m.; Boys
wrestling at Coldwater — 7 p.m.; Junior high boys
basketball at Yorktown — 6 p.m.; Junior high girls
basketball vs. Yorktown — 6 p.m.; Junior high

wrestling at Coldwater — 7 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swim in trimeet at South
Adams - 5:30 p.m.; Middle school boys basket-
ball at Memorial — 5:30 p.m.; Middle school girls

basketball vs. New Bremen — 5 p.m.

TV schedule

Today
Atlanta Drive GC (ESPN)
ana Pacers (FDSN Indiana)

Louisville (ESPN);

to Maple Leafs (TNT)

5 p.m. — TGL golf: The Bay Golf Club at
7 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at Indi-

7 p.m. — College basketball:

Michigan at Penn State

(FS1); Cincinnati at West Virginia (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at Toron-

8 p.m. — College basketball: lowa at Min-

nesota (BTN)

Timberwolves (NBC)

Duke at
mento Kings (NBC)

State at Nevada (FS1)

8 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at Minnesota

9 p.m. — College basketball: Texas at Ten-
nessee (ESPN2); Texas Tech at Houston (FS1);
TCU at Kansas (ESPN)

11 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Sacra-

11 p.m. — College basketball: San Diego

2 p.m. — Super Cup soccer: FC Barcelona at
Athletic Club (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Indiana at
Maryland (BTN)

7 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Boston

Celtics (ESPN)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Missouri at Ken-
tucky (ESPN2); Xavier at Marquette (FS1)

Wednesday

at Purdue (BTN)
9 p.m. — College basketball: Alabama at Van-
derbilt (ESPN2); Kansas State at Arizona (FS1)
9:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lakers at San

Antonio Spurs (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Chicago

Blackhawks (TNT)

7 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Washington

Capitals (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Washington

11 p.m. — College basketball: Grand Canyon
at Boise State (FS1)

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

190 FARMERS

details to sports@thecr.com

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

COLUMN

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, JANUARY
10, 2026
10:00 A.M.
Location: 7851 W. 400
N.,

Pennville, IN 47369
OPEN HOUSE:
SATURDAY, JANUARY
3, 2026 -12:00 PM -2:00
PM
OR BY APPOINTMENT
REAL ESTATE BEING
OFFERED:

1 Q STORY HOME -
3,208 SQ. FT.; 3 BDRM;

1 BATH; KITCHEN; DIN-

ING RM/LIVING RM
COMBO; UTILITY RM;
BASEMENT W/ WOOD

STOVE; DETACHED

GARAGE; 2 BARNS;

PASTURES; STEEL

GRAIN BIN; 6.44 +/-

ACRES.

CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION!!
TERMS OF SALE:
10% Non-refundable
deposit day of sale.
Property being sold as-

is, where is. New Survey
has been completed in
December 2025. Taxes
prorated until day of
closing. Possession at
closing. Closing to be
held within 45 days or
less from day of auction.
Title Insurance will be
provided and taxes pro-
rated to the day of clos-
ing. ANY ANNOUNCE-
MENTS MADE DAY OF
AUCTION WILL TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER
ANYTHING IN PRINT.
OWNER - LARRY
MOSER ESTATE
Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Portland,
IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051
260-729-2281 -Cell
Ryan Davidson
AU10600063 260-726-
5076

Visit Us At: thecr.com

49TH ANNUAL
COLDWATER YOUNG
FARMERS
CONSIGNMENT AUC-
TION
Saturday February 14,
2026
The Coldwater Young
Farmer Association will
be conducting their
annual farm machinery
consignment auction at
the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in
Coldwater, Ohio.
For more information on
consigning your farm
machinery please call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-
733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-
852-0800
Machinery consigned by
January 17, 2026 can
be advertised

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, February 14th,
2026
10:00am
OPEN HOUSE February
2nd, 4-6 PM

BLACKFORD COUNTY
HOUSE~
BUILDINGS~POND
APPROX 5 ACRES
BLACKFORD
SCHOOLS
3 BEDROOM ~ 2 BATH
1576 SQUARE FEET~2
CAR GARAGE
TRACT 1: Buildings~
Pond~ Approx. 5 Acres
TRACT 2: Approx. 30
Acres
TRACT 3: Tract 1 & 2
Combined
Seller: JUDY KAY
WASHBURN ESTATE
IAA Auctioneer
HEARTLAND Auction &
Realty, INC.

445 E 100 N, Decatur,
IN
260-724-3499
ELLENBERGER
Auctions, Inc.
AUCTION COMPANY
NUMBER, AC30200063
PRINCIPAL AUCTION-
EER,

RON KING,
AU19500129

JESSTON NUS-
BAUMER, AU19600119
AARON SCHAEFER,

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid

AU1160015 loaders  w/full  cab,
KENT ARNOLD, heat/ac. Fort Recovery
AU19600255 419-852-0309

100 JOBS WANTED

200 FOR RENT

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

Public Notice

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given the Port-
land Board of Zoning Appeals
will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, January 13,2026 at 5:30
pm in the conference room of
the Community Resource Cen-
ter, 118 S Meridian Street, Port-
land, IN 47371. The hearing will
be on the Use Variance request
filed by Randy Hopkins. The
original public hearing sched-
uled for December 9, 2025 was
cancelled. Questions may be di-
rected to the Jay/Portland
Building Department 260-726-
6904.

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/Director
Jay/Portland Building Depart-

ment

December 31, 2025
CR 1-6-2026 - HSPAXLP

\ Out
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www.thecr.com




Fort Recovery girls bowling
beat the Yellowjackets Sat.,
see roundup below
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Final eight minutes

Sports

www.thecr.com

JCHS girls basketball hosts
Concordia Lutheran today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Jay locked up Bearcats in fourth quarter to pull out nme-pomt win

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MUNCIE — The Patri-
ots hung with the Bearcats
for the first three quar-
ters.

One spurt in the fourth
put them ahead and the
defense took care of the
rest as they put the
Bearcats down.

The Jay County High
School boys basketball
team took over in the
fourth quarter to beat the
Muncie Central Bearcats

72-63 on Saturday.
“Overall, it’s a solid per-
formance,” said JCHS

coach Tyler Righy. “It’s a
hard place to play. They’re
a really good team at what
they do and the way they
play. They play a different
way than most, so it’s kind
of difficult to prepare for.
But I thought we handled
ourselves pretty well and
played alittle better in big-
ger situations.”

One of those big situa-
tions came early in the
fourth quarter.

The Patriots (6-2) trailed
Muncie Central (4-3) by
one after three periods,
but Jayden Comer hit a
triple off an assist by Bar-
nett to take the lead.

The Bearcats punched
back as Darion Mont-
gomery tipped up his own
missed shot to tie the
game at 53-53. Gradin
Swoveland hit a pair of
free throws while Mont-
gomery split a pair.

Over the next two min-
utes, Barnett stepped up
as a facilitator to spark a 7-
0 run for the Patriots and
take a 62-54 lead.

The sophomore point
guard had some elevated
minutes in the contest as
Gabe Overton dealt with
foul trouble. His first
assist of the run came on a
baseline-out-of-bounds
play in which he found
Comer for a deep three.

The next time down the
floor, Barnett drove the
paint and shuffled the ball
back up the lane line to
Aiden Phillips for a tear
drop. Phillips raced down
the floor after his make
and drew a charge on
Montgomery, forcing a
MCHS timeout. Out of the
timeout, Barnett found
Cole Forthofer with a mis-
match in the post for a
drop step dunk.

“His minutes were huge
and he played great,”
Rigby said. “He took care
of the ball, got it to spots it
needed to go. He had the
opportunity to play more
now that Gabe was in foul
trouble and he’s earning
trust every game, every
practice. He goes to work
every single day. You don’t
have to worry about him
and he’s starting to get
comfortable in his role
and really flourish.”

While the run ended,
the JCHS defense did not.
Rigby deployed a variety
of defenses throughout
the game including a sag-
ging man, a 1-3-1 zone and
what appeared to be a dia-
mond-and-one with
Swoveland guarding Jax-
son Johnson. After gain-
ing the 8-point lead, the
Jay County defense only
gave up eight more points
while scoring nine of its
own.

See Final page 7
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Jay County High School point guard Benson Barnett begins to make a pass to start the offense
while Muncie Central’'s Shemar Taylor applies pressure to the ball during Saturday’s 72-63 victory. Barnett
played some elevated minutes due to foul trouble for Gabe Overton, and had assists on three straight
possessions in the fourth quarter to spark a 7-0 run.
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Portiland’s Largest Selection of

FRESJH CUT

While supplies last, no rain checks

Boneless
Pork Chops

Chunk, Boneless

Pork
Loin

Whole, Boneless
Pork
Loin

Shaved Ham
Original & Pepperjack Mettwursts
-smoked breakfast sausages

American or Butterfly Cut

$14

Cround CHICKEN ........eeceeeeeereecncrnnesnennnes 98.99/1D
Provolone Cheese .........cceeeeeeeeneeneennes. 95.99/10

From Fisher’s Smokehouse
....... $3.99/b

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.

Sirloin  $71 199
Steaks 11

e
Steaks

© | Boneless Arm

Roasts

“while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

s768

*6°?

...... $3.99/b

Call your order in today!

Freezer bundles are also available.

They offer the perfect mix of our most

popular cuts of meat in quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer

or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready
to go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com

FR girls roll to win

SIDNEY, Ohio — The Tribe’s top three
bowlers on the season only rolled two indi-

vidual games against the Yellowjackets,
but it was enough for the win.

The Fort Recovery High School girls
bowling team pulled out a 1,641-1,353 victo-

ry over the Sidney Yellowjackets on Satur-

day at Belmar Lanes.

Fort Recovery
Roundup

Deanna Brown threw the best game of

the day at 236 pins, while Lilah Thien had

172.

match. Fort Recovery knocked down 304

pins in the short series to just 242.

Liliana Williams had the high series for

the Indians at 250 pins. A strong second
game put Claire Gearke behind her with

237 pins.

FRHS also had series of 234 and 208 from
Elizabeth Kahlig and Maleah Grisez,

respectively.

Rough start

FORT RECOVERY — Fort Recovery’s
boys basketball team dropped its second
straight contest to the Botkins Trojans on

Saturday 56-42.

There were only two Baker games in the

JV falls to 10th at MCHS

PARKER CITY — The
Patriots picked up a meet
last year to fill in for not
making the Team State
tournament, which they
ran away with. This year,
they sent their junior var-
sity team and fell down
the ladder.

The Jay County High
School junior varsity boys
wrestling team finished
10th at the Battle of the
Bear Den hosted by Mon-
roe Central on Saturday.

The Patriots struggled
in pool play, dropping all
four matches. North Cen-
tral shut them out for a 77-

Jay County
Roundup

0 loss, Milan claimed a 71-
6 victory (Spencer Smitley
earned the sole victory in
the 285-pound contest),
Brownsburg beat JCHS
70-6 (Jacob Robinson
picked up his first win of
the season) and Muncie
Central picked up a 54-10
win over the Patriots

See FR page 7

(Varin Ridgway won by a
major decision).

JCHS kept the ninth-
place match against
Wapahani tighter, but still
fell 42-30.

All 30 of the Patriots’
points came from forfeits,
while the Raiders also
received 30 free points.
Wapahani won both of the
contested matches to pull
out the victory. Gavin Fen-
ning got pinned by Cooper
Heines in the 132-pound
match, while Braelyn
Rathbun fell to Malachi
Johnson in the 215 con-
test.

We would like to sincerely thank
POET and The Portland Foundation
for their generous grant support.
Thanks to this funding, our club was able to
purchase a new wrestling mat, providing a safer,
higher-quality training surface for our athletes.
This investment will benefit our wrestlers
for years to come and helps us continue

building a strong, successful program.

We are grateful
for your
commitment
to supporting
youth athletics
and the
Jay County
community.




