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Finances are strong

School corporation sets year-end records again

www.thecr.com
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Jay School Corporation
finances continue a pat-
tern of growth, setting
new highs for year-end
balances for the third con-
secutive year.

Leaders feel confident
in the ability to weather
potential challenges.

The Jay School Corpora-
tion Board of Finance met
Monday following a brief
meeting of Jay School
Board, learning that the
corporation’s education
and operation funds were
both up slightly at the end
of 2025.

“It’s a very good report,”
said school board presi-
dent Ron Laux. “It took all
of the employees and all
of the people involved to
get us where we are. I can’t
say enough good about it.”

Business manager
Shannon Current told the
board of finance, made up
of school board members
Donna Geesaman, Marcie
Vormohr, Chip Phillips,

$10,000,000

Chad Towell, Aaron Clark,
Jon Eads and Laux, that
the education fund bal-
ance came in at $8.32 mil-
lion. The operation fund
closed 2025 with a balance
of $7.62 million.

A slight deficit had been
projected through much
of 2025 for the education
fund, but it finished with
an increase from $8.2 mil-
lion at the close of 2024.
The operation fund was up
significantly from $6.4
million.

Current noted that a
portion of that increase is
because about $600,000 in
projects that were
planned to be paid for last
year will instead be paid
for in 2026.

The corporation’s two
major funds — the educa-

tion fund goes directly to
the classroom while the
operation fund covers
“overhead” such as
administration, buses,
utilities, technology
equipment and capital
projects — continued a
long-term pattern of

growth. The year-end bal-
ance for the education
fund in 2017 came in at
just under $1.5 million
while the operation fund
balance has climbed from
less than $100,000 in 2015.

In both cases, the 2025
year-end balances were at

their highest mark in
more than 30 years. Both
have now set records for
three consecutive years.
The rainy day fund
came in at $1.82 million.
That is unchanged from
the last two years, though
Current proposed a
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Jay School Corporation graphic
The above graphic shows Jay School Corporation’s year-end balances for its education fund — it was previously

known as the general fund — for the last 30 years. The balance has grown from less than $1.5 million at the end of 2017
to $8.32 million as of Dec. 31. That mark set a record high for the third consecutive year.

$650,000 transfer from the
operation fund to the
rainy day fund that would
move it to $2.47 million.

The food service fund
cash balance came in at
$960,597, up from $823,153
at the close of 2024.

See Finances page 5

Ordinance about livestock advances

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

A new livestock ordinance is
one step away from approval.

Portland City  Council
approved an ordinance on first
reading Monday that would
ban farm livestock in the city
and set rules for owning chick-
ens.

The council also heard from
Fire Chief Mike Weitzel
regarding plans to purchase a
new truck, and members and
the mayor were at odds again
over the possibility of merging
police dispatch with the coun-
ty.
The livestock ordinance
came up following a complaint
from Portland resident Aaron
Kuhn about being woken up
early in the morning by a roos-
ter that lives nearby. City attor-
ney Wes Schemenaur present-

Legislation would set up rules for chickens,
ban most other farm animals within city limits

ed the council with a draft
ordinance late last year.

Council members Kent
McClung, Michele Brewster,
Matt Goldsworthy, Dave Gold-
en, Mike AKker, Ashley Hilfiker
and Ron May approved the ordi-
nance unanimously on first
reading without comment.

The ordinance would ban
farm livestock, including but
not limited to horses, cattle,
swine, sheep, goats and fowl,
from being kept within the city

Fort Recovery Mayor Dave Kaup (right) swears in Amy Wendel as
a new member of Fort Recovery Village Council during Monday’s meetings.
Shawn Thobe and Wendel were chosen by the council to fill two seats that

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

remained empty following November’s general election.

Deaths

Lorna Snyder, 97,
anapolis

Carl Cook, 85, Uniondale

Details on page 2.

Weather
The low

limits. It makes an exception
for chickens under the follow-
ing rules:

*No roosters

+A limit of five chickens on
any residential lot

«Chickens must not cause a
nuisance in the form of noise,
odor or damage

«Owners must provide a coop
and run that has 12 square feet
of space per chicken

«Coops and runs must have a
“sight fence or shrub screen-

faces.

Village residents Amy

ing” at least 4 feet high if they
are visible from a neighboring
lot and be at least 15 feet from
the property line

The ordinance calls for a $100
fine for first violations and up
to $500 for additional viola-
tions.

It would need to be approved
on second reading at the coun-
cil’'s Jan. 19 meeting before
going into effect.

Also Monday, May asked the
mayor about the status of creat-

ing a committee to explore the
possibility of merging the city’s
police dispatch with Jay County
dispatch. The council has dis-
cussed the issue multiple times
since May brought up the topic
in September, saying then that
such a change would make
sense to be handled in conjunc-
tion with a countywide project
to upgrade radio equipment for
emergency responders.

Portland Mayor Jeff West-
lake responded, saying he feels
the city’s board of works
should be involved.

Hilfiker pushed back repeat-
edly on the issue of creating a
committee. She said she feels
the mayor is not coming to the
issue with an open mind, at one
point saying residents should
be “upset that you don’t want to
keep us safe.”

See Livestock page 2

Wendel, Thobe join council

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review
Fort Recovery Village
Council has some new

New members were sworn

temperature

Indi-

Monday was 32 degrees early in
the day. The high climbed to 48.

Tonight’s low will be in the
mid 30s. The forecast calls for
mostly cloudy skies Thursday
with rain expected in the
afternoon, winds gusting to 25
mph and a high in the upper
50s. See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Wendel and Shawn Thobe
have joined the council.
Wendel was sworn into
office Monday prior to vil-
lage council’s regular
meeting.

Fort Recovery officials
opened applications late
last year for the two open
seats previously held by
council members Cliff
Wendel and Erik Fiely. The
village interviewed Wen-
del, Thobe, Eric Albers
and Jerry Byram in
December, with the board
ultimately selecting Wen-
del and Thobe.

Wendel has lived in Fort
Recovery for nearly 18

In review

Arts Place has multiple
exhibits — Proximity & (im)
Permanence by Kate Homan
and Come Back Patricia
Whack by Jolynn Reigeluth —
on display at its Jay County
Campus. They will be open
until Jan. 13 and Feb. 16,
respectively. For more infor-
mation, visit myartsplace.org.

in at first meeting of 2026

years. She works as a busi-
ness coordinator at
Wabash Mutual Telephone
and has been involved
with Fort Recovery Cham-
ber of Commerce and Fort
Recovery Jubilee Commit-
tee.

She said she’s looking
forward to learning more
about the community and
how local government
operates.

Thobe was absent from
the meeting but will be
sworn in at a later date. He

Coming up

Thursday — Results from

has worked as the informa-
tion technology director at
Cheeseman Transport for
20 years. During his inter-
view with council mem-
bers in December, he advo-
cated for following
through on water treat-
ment projects, fostering
safety and youth retention.

Mayor Dave Kaup point-
ed to the council’s deci-
sion, saying all four candi-
dates would have been
great selections.

See Join page 5
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the Jay County girls basketball
game against Concordia.

Friday — A look at bills that
have been proposed by local
legislators.

Saturday — Coverage of
the JCHS girls basketball game
against Bluffton.

9y 08L00ZCTI8T




Page 2

The Commercial Review

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

Obituaries

Lorna Snyder
Oct. 31, 1928-Dec. 17, 2025

Lorna was born in a small
farmhouse near Blaine Pike in
Jay County, Indiana, on Oct. 31,
1928. She was raised in a loving
home as the youngest of four
children. She attended a one-
room school house until she
went to Portland High School,
where she graduated in 1946.
After graduation, she got a job
waiting tables at a local drug-
store where she met the love of
her life, Robert “Bob” Snyder.
They married in November 1948,
moved to Portland and over the
next 11 years welcomed three
children.

Before having children, Lorna

worked for the
City of Portland
and later for the
Jay County super-
intendent of
schools, Harold
Brubaker. After
all the children
were in school,
she worked for
Montgomery Ward and later for
the United Telephone Company.

Lorna was active in the Port-
land community. She was a
member of the First Presbyteri-
an Church and at one time
served as president of Psi Iota Xi
Sorority. She worked hard to cre-
ate a loving home environment.
Her family and her home were
always her first priorities. She

CR almanac

was also a wonderful housekeep-
er and loved to cook and bake.
Seldom was there a day without
a pie or cake in the oven, and
there were always cookies in the
cookie jar. The house was always
beautifully decorated at Christ-
mastime, and homemade Christ-
mas cookies and candy were
abundant, with plenty of pres-
ents under the tree.

As grandchildren came along,
we all looked forward to her
homemade birthday cakes for
each child’s special day. She was
a master. She was tireless when
it came to caring for her family.

Bob and Lorna were blessed
with 68 joyful years of marriage
before Bob’s passing in 2016.
Since that time, Lorna has made

Livestock .

her home at Hoosier Village in
Indianapolis, where she has
enjoyed being closer to her chil-
dren.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Sandra Kay (Kay) Roberts,
Lana Ashley and Kenton Sny-
der; eight grandchildren; and 10
great-grandchildren.

Lorna was the daughter of
Ben and Vonia Morehouse. She
was preceded in death by her
parents and by her siblings, Wal-
ter Morehous, Mildred Miller
and James Morehous.

A private celebration of life
service will be at Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home in Portland. Bur-
ial will be in the Green Park
Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the

First Presbyterian Church or
The Portland Foundation.

Carl William "Bill" Cook, Union-
dale, a Geneva native, Jan. 3, 1941-
Jan. 3, 2026. Services will be at 2
p.m. Friday at Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home, 100 N. Washington
St., Geneva.

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of charge. They include the
name, city of residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.
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Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
4-18-24-51-56
Power Ball: 14
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$105 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$180 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-8-7
Daily Four: 8-5-3-9
Quick Draw: 3-7-9-12-

Daily Four: 1-6-4-7

Quick Draw: 3-8-17-18-
22-34-36-38-45-49-53-55-59-
61-65-66-69-72-74-77

Cash 5: 12-14-30-43-44

Estimated jackpot:
$115,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-5-1
Pick 4:1-7-4-8
Pick 5: 4-3-9-7-5
Evening
Pick 3: 7-1-1
Pick 4: 5-7-7-0
Pick 5: 7-5-5-0-2

Continued from page 1

She said she feels a centralized
dispatch should be the top priority
for 2026 and said she will bring it
up at every meeting moving for-
ward.

Golden said the issue is worth
studying, noting that there could be
significant cost savings. He said he
would like to serve on the
exploratory committee.

The council, following a presen-
tation from Barry Ritter of public
safety consulting firm Ritter
Strategic Services, voted unani-
mously on Dec. 1 to move forward
with a process to explore consoli-
dating the dispatching of emer-
gency responders.

Hilfiker expressed frustration
that no action has been taken on a
contract proposal from Ritter that
was sent in mid-December. The
mayor reiterated his stance that
the city’s board of works, which
meets Thursday, should be involved
in the process. Hilfiker responded
that the council controls finances
and can choose not to fund police
dispatch if it sees fit to do so.

The council also heard from
Weitzel regarding plans to pur-
chase a new tanker truck to replace
the current equipment truck that
has been in service since 2001.
Quotes came in between $490,000
and $570,000 for a new vehicle. He
noted that there is about a two-year
lead time from the time of pur-
chase to the delivery of the truck.

Weitzel said he planned to take
the bids to the city’s board of works
Thursday for their approval.

Capsule Reports

Council, mayor were at odds
over centralized dispatch again

Council members expressed sup-
port for the purchase.

Weitzel also offered a reminder
that United Way of Jay County
fundraiser Splashin’ With a Pas-
sion — Peggy’s Plunge is scheduled
for Feb. 7 in the pond north of
Moser Engineering on county road
100 North.

He also congratulated Aker on
his recent retirement after 53 years
of service to the fire department.

In other business:

«Council re-elected McClung as
president.

«Phillips noted that $97,556.58
was encumbered from 2025 to be
spent in 2026.

«May brought up various topics:

—Security cameras to monitor
Jay County Solid Waste Manage-
ment District recycling trailers. He
asked about their status. They have
been installed.

—Police statistics. He said he
and other council members asked
about statistics regarding arrests
and other police duties. Westlake
said he would get them from the
police department.

—Electronic bikes. He
expressed concern about speed,
saying he would like to put an ordi-

nance in place. He asked that the
topic be placed on the next council
agenda.

—Vacant buildings. He asked
about the status of an ordinance to
improve the situation. Westlake
noted that he had sent a copy of an
ordinance from Coldwater, Ohio, to
start discussion but that he did not
hear back. Council members also
discussed two blighted properties
and the tax sale process for aban-
doned properties.

+Phillips asked council members
to think about revenue replace-
ment options as local government
units prepare for the financial
impact of 2025 Indiana Senate
Enrolled Act 1. She offered a
municipal wheel tax, increased
trash rates and increased tap fees
as options.

«Aker asked a question regarding
donations to the police department
and how that money was used.
Westlake said he would get an
answer.

+Phillips noted that the Blaine
Pike paving and multi-use path
project has been closed.

«Council members thanked city
workers for their efforts during
recent winter storms.

Lost control

astronomer, discovered
four moons orbiting
Jupiter. At that time,
they were the first four
moons to be located
beyond Earth. They are
now Kknown as the
Galilean satellites — Io,
Europa, Ganymede and
Callisto.

In 2004, the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls bas-
ketball team overcame a
recordbreaking effort
from Adams Central
senior Natalie Young —
with 21 points, she
became Adams County’s
alltime scoring leader —
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Feb. corn .................. 4.52 Feb. beans .............. 10.35
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Today in history
In 1610, Galileo for a 56-48 victory Fel-
Galilei, an Italian isha Parr had 20 points

for the Patriots.

In 2015, the Paris
offices of magazine
Charlie Hebdo were
stormed by two gunmen
connected to a Yemeni-
based militant group.

In 2022, Cory M.
Jones of Redkey was
sentenced to 47.5 years
in prison by Jay Circuit
Court Judge Brian
Hutchison after having
pleaded guilty to volun-
tary manslaughter in
relation to the shooting
death of Shanna Jones
of rural Dunkirk.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Thursday

5:15 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Meridian
St.

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-

land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community

room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Damage is estimated
between $25,000 and $50,000
after a Bryant man lost
control of the truck he was
driving and it struck a
Berne man’s vehicle about
5:30 p.m. Thursday.

Jeffrey D. Knapshaefer,
32, was driving a 2015 Toy-
ota Tundra east on county
road 600 North and
approaching its intersec-
tion with county road 700
East. He told police he was-
n’t able to stop because of
ice on the road, and his
vehicle slid through the
intersection and into the
driver’s side of a 2004 GMC
Yukon driven by 29-year-
old Joshua A. Crider.

Both vehicles were
towed. Crider was arrested
and preliminarily charged
with two misdemeanors for
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated. He was
released from Jay County
Jail on a $1,500 bond.

Abrupt stop

A Dunkirk man crashed
his vehicle into the back of
another Dunkirk man’s car
along county road 400
South about 4:45 p.m. Mon-
day.

Tyler D. Cummings, 18,
was driving his 2017 GMC
Sierra east on the road
near its intersection with
county road 1000 West. He

was driving behind a 2015
Kia Soul driven by 32-year-
old Casey J. Adkins. Cum-
mings told police a delivery
truck in front of Adkins
slowed to turn into a drive-
way abruptly, and Cum-
mings wasn’t able to stop
before crashing into the
back of Adkins’ vehicle.

Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000.
AdKkins sustained a lower
leg injury.

SERVICES

Today

Cowan, Jacqueline: 6 p.m,,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Thursday, Jan. 8
Bennett, Vivian: 4 p.m,
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W.Windsor St., Montpelier.

Friday, Jan. 9
Cook, Carl: 2 p.m., Downing
& Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Service listings provided by
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
LINDA KENNEDY

The family of Linda Kennedy would like to thank the many
people who cared for her during her past illness and passing.
We would like to thank 1U Healih Jay Hospial, Southern Care

Hospice, and Williamson-Spencer & Penrod Funeral Home.

Thank you for the cards, flowers, and thoughts.
Your kindness was felt and appreciated.
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Art workshops

Engagement

are available

Jay County Campus of
Arts Place has a few
workshops in the coming
weeks.

Toddler art classes
coordinated by Sheron
McClung-Borders will be
from 1 to 2 p.m. Fridays
from Jan. 30 through
March 6 at Arts Place.
The cost is $30.

A mead-making work-
shop taught by Leroy
Brown and Stephanie
Fields will be from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Feb. 17 at Arts
Place. The cost is $25.

0Oil painting classes
instructed by  Scott
Anderson will be from 6
to 8 p.m. Tuesdays start-
ing Feb. 24 through
March 31 at Arts Place.
The cost is $85.

Taking
Note

All students must be
pre-registered.

Learning series

John Jay Center for
Learning’s next senior
lunch and learn series is
coming up this week.

Rusty Inman will share a
presentation on maple
syrup harvesting at 11:30
a.m. Thursday at the learn-
ing center. Reservations are
$5 for seniors 55 years old
and older.

Bailey Cline and Justin Call

Bailey Cline
and Justin Call

Bailey Cline and Justin Call are planning a
wedding for Saturday, Jan. 10.

Bailey is the daughter of Jeff and Renée
Cline of Hartford City. Justin is the son of Jay
Freeman and Marci Shaff, both of Hartford
City.

The prospective bride is a reporter for The
Graphic Printing Company. She earned a bach-
elor’s degree in journalism and telecommuni-
cations from Ball State University and is a 2016
Blackford High School graduate. She is a mem-
ber of the Portland Beta Theta chapter of the
Tri Kappa sorority.

The prospective groom works as a moldsetter
at Thermosafe in Portland. He graduated from
Blackford High School in 2016 and studied com-
puter science at Purdue University Fort Wayne.

Couple’s long relationship reaches a tipping point

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend
and I have been together for 18
years. Everyone we know thinks
we are married, but we never
got it on paper. He has always
been less empathetic than I
would like, and there’s a lot of
stuff I either had to accept or
move on. He never buys me gifts
(no matter how much I've told
him it bothers me), and it has
been a struggle for him to even
hug me when I'm sad.

These last few years have
been harder than usual. I have
blown up like a freaking balloon
from emotional eating, and our
relationship is falling apart. We
haven’t had sex in six months
(who knows when before that),
and it’s taken a toll on me. I keep
wondering if it’s me.

He used to at least give me
massages, and I'd feel closeness
through that intimacy, but now
it feels like we are strangers. I
know we have a lot of stressful

stuff going on, but where’s the
love? How do I talk to him about
this? — STRANGER IN LOVE
DEAR STRANGER: Choose
a time when you and your
partner are calm and as
stress-free as possible. Open
the conversation by saying
you don’t think HE is happy
and ask him why. Couples
don’t “not get around” to get-
ting married. There are usu-
ally explanations for it.
Those reasons should have
been dealt with years ago.
Once he’s done expressing
what he thinks about your

relationship, it will be time
to tell him how lonely, isolat-
ed and unhappy you have
become. If you are both will-
ing to work on making it bet-
ter, you have a chance for a
better future with him. How-
ever, if he runs true to form,
then it is time to cut your
losses before you starve to
death from lack of affection,
which is likely the reason for
all of your emotional eating.

DEAR ABBY: My ex-girlfriend
just can’t get a clue. She contin-
ues trying to get me back and
even goes so far as to stalk me. I
blocked her phone number, but
it has become exhausting. How
do I tell her I don’t love her any-
more and really no longer even
like her? I can’t stand her, her
family or her friends. She gaslit
me for years. Our entire rela-
tionship was built on a lie. I'm
so much happier without her in

my life, but she just won’t go
away. Any advice on how to deal
with this crazy person would be
great. — SO OVER HER IN
FLORIDA

DEAR SO OVER HER: Con-
tinue to avoid your ex, and if
you see her, do not acknowl-
edge her. If she approaches
you, tell her you are done and
to leave you alone. Do not
respond to her calls, emails
or texts, and if she mails you
anything, write “return to
sender” on the package or
envelope.

Tell your friends that she is
stalking you and her behav-
ior is creepy, and then contin-
ue dating and resume your
social life. If she acts out or
damages your property,
report her to the authorities.
The most effective way to get
rid of her is to resume the
life you had before you met
her and don’t look back.

DEAR ABBY: In the past, I
always disliked my appearance.
I have been obese most of my 70
years but am now within 20
pounds of my ideal weight. My
problem is, I have met someone I
like very much and could see
spending the rest of my life
with. However, she is obese, and
it bothers me greatly. How can I
effectively communicate my
desire that she lose 30 to 50
pounds without being offensive?
— FINALLY SLIM IN FLORIDA

DEAR FINALLY SLIM:
Approaching someone and
saying you want them to lose
30 to 50 pounds would be like
touching the third rail. You
can, however, as you get to
know this person better,
model your healthy lifestyle
and encourage her by setting
an example. If she picks up
on it, she may be the lady for
you.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-

dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate

Thursday

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month at Jay
Community Center.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, Jan. 9, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of
each month at Jay County
Campus of Arts Place, 131
E Walnut St, Portland.

Protection your loved ones deserve ...

bills or other final expenses.

GUARANTEED

Life Insurance
up to $30,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Imagine what $30,000.00 could mean to your family
after you're gone - cash to help pay your funeral, medical

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 866-953-2203
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
| —

*Terms and Conditions apply.

JANUARY ADVERTISING SPECIALS

1/4-page color ad

226

Ask us about reduced
rates for running the
same ad a second time!

+ Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
* No medical exam, no health questions

Tuesday’s Solution

4152171319681 * Lock in your rate for life
The objective is to fill a G
nineby nine grid so that 7|6|1]2|8|5]4]3]|9 Find out how affordable this coverage can be = o ﬁuaa Rates do not apply to special sections.
each column, each row,and |8|3[9)1/6]4]7[2]5 Call for your FREE Information Kit = Ads must run in January
each of the nine threeby- y6|1([819|2|315|71]4 k& = 5 | .
three boxes (also called 3lol7l5l211 121618 1 833 467 0943 . .
blocks or regions) contains Life55plus.info/Hoosier — The Commer c1al Review
the digits from 1 to 9 only |2]4]5)8(7]6]9/1]3 P Plus - you'll also get a FREE ; .
one time each. 5(814]16]|112]1319]|7 Final Wishes Planner just for calling! “ GRAP IC ContaCt Llndsey at
9l7|6]3]|5[8]1]4]2 L.Cochran@thecr.com
*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two year P R N T I N G
gesmay vary by state. G [ s reduced first two years.
1{2l3l4]9[7l8]5]6 Zzu]:.g::.:ymoun:mom:on LTI00K; TN: LTTOTN). NEWSPAPERS or (260) 726-8141




Page 4

The Commercial Review

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

Weather wasn't worth the worry

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Jan. 5, 2011.
Jack illustrates a good point.
Being prepared is great. Worrying
does no one any good.

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

If good luck is measurable, we
may have used up all of ours in
the final week of 2010.

Early on the day after Christ-
mas, the three of us — my wife
Connie, our youngest daughter
Sally, and I — set out for a visit
with our other two daughters,
their husbands, and — most
importantly — our new grand-
child in Boston.

I've traveled enough that I tend
not to fret over things I can’t con-
trol, but the other two members
of our traveling unit started fuss-
ing about the weather forecasts
Christmas night. A major storm

Back in
the Saddle

was taking aim at the Atlantic
seaboard. Would it hit us? Would
it ground our flights? Would we
get to Boston at all?

These questions weren’t just
academic. On another Christmas
visit to the twins several years
ago, we were delayed in getting
home because of a similar storm.
But I couldn’t bring myself to get
worried about it this time. The
year had been a great one in
terms of our immediate family,
though it was clouded significant-

ly by the loss of a sister-in-law in
a traffic accident last spring. And
it had been a wonderful year for
reuniting with old friends, both
in person and via the Internet.
Christmas had been rewarding,
and I figured there was no point
in worrying when I don’t control
the weather.

When we woke up Christmas
morning, there’d been another
dusting of snow; but the weather
was better in the Midwest than in
the Northeast. And the big storm
was still in the forecasts. It was all
amatter of when it would hit and
where we would be when that
happened.

As it turned out, luck was smil-
ing on our travel arrangements.
We flew out of Dayton on time
and early in the day Making a
connection at Dulles in Washing-

ton, D.C.,, we found that the
nor’easter was still in the forecast
but the weather was still pretty
good. By the time we took off, the
storm was beginning to bear
down on the large population cen-
ters along the Atlantic.

It made for a rocky flight, the
kind where it’s best to imagine it
as if you were driving over a
lousy stretch of bad asphalt, say
Nebo Road in Delaware County
before the most recent attempts at
repair. But it also made for a
quick flight. The tailwinds from
the storm actually got us to
Boston earlier than we’d expect-
ed. The storm essentially arrived
when we did.

As we schlepped our carryons
from the gate to where our son-in-
law Josh was waiting for us, we
checked out the flight informa-

tion signs. “Cancelled.” “See
Agent.” “Weather Delay” Those
were the dominant messages.

In fact, over the three-night,
four-day visit, the last big blizzard
of 2010 didn’t pose much more
than an inconvenience. It was
noisy, with winds howling for
hours. And it was sloppy. But it
was mostly someone else’s
headache. We watched the end-
less news coverage of people
stuck at airports — mostly in the
New York area — and felt both
fortunate and sympathetic.

Our trip back home later in the
week went without a single hitch.
So, which made more sense? Wor-
rying? Or not worrying? Since
neither one affected the outcome,
I'm inclined to put my money on
not worrying. At least as long as
my luck holds out.
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Lessons of history are forgotten again

By JOEL MATHIS
The Kansas City Star
Tribune News Service

Let’s start with this: Nicolas
Maduro isn’t a good guy:

The Venezuelan  leader
— abducted from his country
overnight by American forces on
the orders of President Donald
Trump, amidst shock and awe
attacks all over Caracas — stole
an election, jailed dissenters and
oversaw the ruin of his country’s
economy. You would like to
think Venezuela will be better off
without him.

But.

Irag’s Saddam Hussein was a
bad guy.

Libya’s Moammar Gadhafi was
a bad guy.

The United States toppled both
of those dictators — through a
full-scale invasion in the former
case, less directly in the latter.
You would have thought those
countries would have been better
off without their strongmen
rulers.

That’s not what happened.
American meddling produced
disastrous eras of deadly chaos
in both countries. And American
voters seemingly decided they
had had their fill of foreign
adventurism. Trump even
claimed — falsely — that he
opposed the invasion
of Iraq from the start.

Adventurism? It was over.

“My proudest legacy will be
that of a peacemaker and unifi-
er,” Trump said during his sec-
ond inaugural address, less than

a year ago. “That’s what I want to
be: a peacemaker and a unifier.”

Saturday morning, Trump
seemed to forget those words, say-
ing the U.S. would “run the coun-
try (of Venezuela) until such time
as we can do a safe, proper and
judicious transition.” Trump
spoke during a press conference
from his Mar-a-Lago club
in Florida.

Sen. Eric Schmitt of Mis-
souri— one of Trump’s most vig-
orous advocates in Congress —
also previously backed away from
strong-man tactics.

Under Trump, he said at
a Politico conference in May, “the
days of us looking into the souls
of foreign leaders and deciding if
you’re a good person or a bad per-
son and then trying to bomb the
hell out of that country and the
nation-build, those days are
over.”

And, well, so much for all of
that.

“I watched it literally like I was
watching a television show,”
Trump said Saturday morning
on Fox News. “If you would have
seen the speed, the violence —
they say that, the speed, the vio-
lence, they use that term — it was

an amazing thing, an amazing job
that these people did.”

‘They took our oil rights’

There are three reasons to
oppose the attack on Venezuela.

First, the rationale is hazy.
Trump justified the recent deadly
attacks on boats coming out of
the country by citing fentanyl
deaths in America. And Maduro
will apparently stand trial on
drug charges in America. But
experts say the drug trade
in Venezuela mainly involved
shipping cocaine to Europe, not
fentanyl to the United States.

Trump probably got a little
closer to the heart of the matter
when he complained about
Venezuela’s nationalization of its
oil industry, to the disadvantage
of American companies that had
operated there.

“They took our oil rights — we
had a lot of oil there,” he told
reporters last month. “As you
know they threw our companies
out, and we want it back.”

Do Americans really want to
start wars for overseas oil rights?

The second reason: The Consti-
tution gives Congress — not the
president — the exclusive power
to declare war. That clearly didn’t
happen, and you can argue that
provision in our country’s found-
ing documents has long been a
dead letter thanks both to the
power grabs of previous presi-
dents and the long-term feckless-
ness of the legislative branch.

But it’s worth noting that Pres-

ident George W. Bush sought and
received authorizations for the
use of military force before
invading Afghanistan and Iraq.
Trump — who so clearly disdains
Bush — apparently decided he
had the right to make that deci-
sion on his own.

That’s not great news for Amer-
ican democracy, or our system of
checks and balances.

Finally: We can’t really know
what the fallout will be at this
moment. We do know America’s
wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq were
deadlier than we expected,
longer-lasting than we expected
and produced a flood of refugees.

Even if the overnight opera-
tion in Venezuela proves to be a
simple in-and-out operation by
American forces, the act of force-
fully removing the country’s
leader will of course be destabi-
lizing. The United States in its
recent history does not have a
great record of restabilizing
countries it has invaded, and
Trump has not shown much
patience for those kinds of tasks.

Venezuela is a lot closer to the
United States than Iraq ever was.
We are more likely to feel the con-
sequences close at home.

Gunboat diplomacy is back

On Friday night, before the
first reports of explosions
in Venezuela, Schmitt went
on Fox News to praise Trump’s
increasing pressure on Maduro
as a raw expression of American
power.

“The days of narco-terrorist
thugs and tinpot third-world dic-
tators down south pushing us
around is over,” Schmitt posted
on X. “We are a superpower. This
is our hemisphere. And we're
going to start acting like it
again.”

That’s silly: Maduro wasn’t
pushing us around. Taken togeth-
er, though, Schmitt’s then-and-
now comments on Trumpist for-
eign policy amount to a pivot
away from the United States’ 21st
century role as a “global cop” and
back to ugly old-school 19th cen-
tury “gunboat diplomacy” impe-
rialism in which America gives
itself the right to rule Latin

America. “Our hemisphere,”
indeed.

Only that’s not entirely true,
either. Trump

bombed Nigeria on Christmas
Day, supposedly on behalf of that
country’s persecuted Christians.
This week he threatened military
action against Iran’s government
for its crackdown on domestic
protesters.

Maybe Mexico is next.

Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum is “a good woman,
but the cartels are running Mexi-
co,” Trump said Saturday morn-
ing on Fox News. He added:
“Something’s going to have to be
done with Mexico.”

There is no pivot. We’re a glob-
al cop and also, again, an aspiring
hemispheric hegemon. The les-
sons of American history?

Ignored once more. Military
adventurism is alive and well.
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He noted both Thobe
and Wendel’s business
backgrounds.

“(They’re) very level-
headed people,” he said.
“It takes time once you
get involved in the village
to understand everything
that goes on ... they will
speak their mind and
give us their opinion on
all the matters, and that's
what we need.”

Other changeover with
the village includes plans
for village administrator
Randy Diller and fiscal
officer Roberta Staugler
to retire this year, with
Aaron Rengers and Jen-
nifer Schoonover slated
to take over their posi-
tions.

“We’'ve got fantastic
people that we’ve filled
their positions with, and
hopefully everything
transitions (well),” he
added.

In other business Mon-
day, council formally
approved a resolution
authorizing the village
administrator to enter
into an agreement not to
exceed $130,000 with engi-
neering consulting firm
Kleinfelder for work
related to a new waste-
water system plan.

Council discussed the
topic in December, tenta-
tively approving a con-
tract with the company.
Village  administrator
Randy Diller explained
plans to move forward
with final designs for a
wastewater system with
Lemna Environmental
Technologies.

The new system would
meet Ohio Environmen-
tal Protection Agency
limits for phosphorus,
ammonia and E. coli
starting in 2028. Next
steps include creating a
35% plan for final design
work.

For years, the village
has been looking into
options for how to
approach the new EPA
limits. Village council
moved toward a project
last year with Lemna
Environmental Technolo-
gies that wutilizes the

existing wastewater
lagoons with mechanical
aspects.

Plans call for a dual
system with two separate
locations and a building
near the lagoons for test-
ing.

Also Monday, council
members Greg Schmitz,
Scott Pearson, Luke
Knapke, Al Post and Wen-
del, absent Thobe:

*Transferred $109,687.08
from the general fund to
the Ohio Department of
Transportation grant con-
struction fund. The
amount serves as the vil-
lage’s share for a side-
walk project along Ohio
49 and Sharpsburg Road.
It’s 90% funded through a
Systemic Safety Funding
grant. Plans are to open
bids Jan. 26 for the proj-
ect. Construction will fol-
low in the summertime to
avoid school traffic.

«Approved increasing
lot prices and updating
rules for Fort Recovery
cemeteries Spring Hill
and Green Mound. A sin-
gle grave lot is $550, two
grave lots are $1,100 and
four grave lots are $2,200.
Regarding rule changes,
village administrator
Aaron Rengers noted the
cemeteries now require
vaults for cremated
remains that aren’t
placed in brass or stone
urns.

«Discussed making
changes the village’s
sidewalk maintenance
policy, which was last
updated in 2021.
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Jay School Corporation graphic

The above graphic from Jay School Corporation shows year-end cash balances in the operations fund over the last 15
years. It has climbed from near zero 10 years ago to $7.62 million at the end of 2025.

Finances ...

Continued from page 1

Current pointed out the signif-
icant increases in cash balance
since partnering with
Chartwells for food service. It
had hovered around zero for sev-
eral years and was $113,867 at
the close of 2019. It has been
above $500,000 ever since, and
funds were used to renovate the
commons area to give it more of
a feel of a food court. She point-
ed out that the corporation is
required to keep three months of
operating expenses, about
$660,800, on hand and that food
service funds are otherwise used
for improvements on the kitchen
and cafeteria areas.

The report also noted that
enrollment was up to 2,905 from
2,817 the previous year. The
employee count was 418, which
has been relatively steady over
the last five years.

Current also shared an invest-
ment report that showed the
school corporation earned

$869,624.87 in interest in 2025.
That was down by about $84,000
from 2024 but still the second-
highest over the last 15 years.
The school corporation has
made $2.6 million in interest
over the last three years.

Jay Schools superintendent
Jeremy Gulley echoed Laux’s
thoughts about the status of the
corporation’s finances.

“The fiscal situation of Jay
School Corporation is strong,”
he said. “It’s secure. And pre-
pared to meet the uncertainties
and opportunities of the future.”

Local government officials
have expressed concern previ-
ously about the potential effects
of 2025 Indiana Senate Enrolled
Act 1, which makes a variety of
changes to tax policy. Those
changes are expected to result in
the school corporation receiving
less funding than under the pre-
vious system. Though uncertain-
ty remains and lawmakers have
indicated plans to make adjust-

ments to the law during this
year’s legislative session, a pres-
entation in August from finan-
cial consulting firm Baker Tilly
indicated that tax law changes
will cost the school corporation
more than $500,000 annually.

In other business, the board of
finance:

«Elected Laux as president and
Vormohr as vice president.

*Appointed Current and Tay-
lor as depositories.

In other business, the board:

*Elected Laux as president,
Geesaman as vice president and
Vormohr as secretary.

«Approved the following:
appointing Josh Atkinson of
law firm Coldren, Frantz &
Sprunger as school corporation
attorney and Amy Matthews of
Church, Church Hittle & Antrim
as outside counsel, as needed;
the appointment of Shannon
Current as treasurer and Irene
Taylor as deputy treasurer, and
both as representatives in small

claims court.; authorized Trent
Paxson, Current and Taylor as
users of the school corpora-
tion’s safe-deposit box; the hir-
ing of driver education instruc-
tors Nichole Myers, Tim
Millspaugh and  Christine
Addington; a leave of absence
for East Jay Elementary School
teacher Kayla Nietfeld; and
appointing all board members to
the school corporation’s board
of finance.

*Received conflict of interest
statements to be updated and
signed.

«Accepted the resignation of
West Jay Elementary School
sixth grade teacher Brooke
Shoemaker.

*Heard Gulley appoint
Geesaman, Phillips and Eads to
the insurance committee.

*Heard Laux appoint himself,
Geesaman and Towell to the
negotiations committee, and
Vormohr as the legislative liai-
son.

Briefings precede
likely war powers vote

By JOHN M. DONNELLY
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — Con-
gressional leaders, emerg-
ing Monday from a classi-
fied briefing on Venezuela,
offered sharply contrast-
ing takes on both the pres-
ident’s odds of overhaul-
ing that country’s govern-
ment and whether leav-
ing Congress out of the
decision to strike was con-
stitutional.

The full House and Sen-
ate are expected to be
briefed behind closed
doors this week on
the Jan. 3 operation that
extracted Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro
from Caracas and brought
him to the United States.

Speaker Mike Johnson,
R-La., told reporters after
Monday night’s classified
briefing for a select group
of lawmakers that he
expects all-members brief-
ings to take place Wednes-
day.

Then, on Thursday, the
Senate will vote on a war
powers joint resolution by
Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., that
would bar U.S. military
action in or on Venezuela

without congressional
authorization, a Kaine
aide said.

Senators are also said to
be considering another
war powers measure that
would cover new military
actions that could take
place in other nations —
such as Cuba, Colum-
bia, Mexico, Iran or Green-

Felony arrests

land — all of which Presi-
dent Donald Trump sug-
gested on Sunday could
become targets
for U.S. military action.

Votes in both chambers
this past fall on a series of
measures aimed at block-
ing U.S. military action in
the Caribbean did not gar-
ner enough support to
move forward.

The briefers on Monday
were led by Secretary of
State Marco Rubio,
Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen.
Dan Caine and Attorney
General Pamela Bondi.

Lawmakers in atten-
dance included House and
Senate leaders from both
parties and the bipartisan
leadership of the Armed
Services, foreign affairs
and Intelligence commit-
tees.

Not invited were leaders
of the Judiciary commit-

tees, even though the
administration has
described the Maduro

abduction as a law enforce-
ment operation.

The chairman and rank-
ing member of the Senate
Judiciary Committee,
Charles E. Grassley, R-
Iowa, and Richard J.
Durbin, D-Illinois, respec-
tively, issued a statement
Monday evening protest-
ing their exclusion.

Maduro pleaded not
guilty to drug and
weapons charges in a New
York courtroom on Mon-
day.

Drug possession

Two Indiana women were arrested

Monday for drug possession.

Briana F. Joseph, 21, Portland, was pre-
liminarily charged with two Level 6
felonies for possession of cocaine or a nar-
cotic drug and possession of methamphet-
amine, as well as a Class B misdemeanor
for dealing marijuana. She was being held
on a $4,500 bond in Jay County Jail.

Leah J. Jackson, 36, 305 W. Horton St.,

Portland, was preliminarily charged with

two Level 6 felonies for possession of

bond.

methamphetamine and possession of
cocaine or a narcotic drug, as well as a
Class B misdemeanor for possession of
marijuana and a Class C misdemeanor for
possession of paraphernalia. She was
released from Jay County Jail on a $4,500
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Y1082 ace of clubs — but then came a word
-7 41097642 parting of the ways, : :
2026 Koma e \E’FF P &54 Dectarer realized he would be run- 12 insertions. $1.52/
i Nk e \erne The bidding: ning an unnecessary risk by con- word 3
o South  West  North East  tinuing with the king ol clubs, since 26 insertions. $1.77/
?@i@wwm : “You can t_5|t there, P‘J-”That Pass Pass | & 14 there was certainly a possibility that word
Lo sacueeaiaas 7 chair is preserved. Pass 44 4NT  Pass  East might ruff it. So he led a low Includ
5¢ club from dummy at this point, _Includes
Opening lead — king of spades. being perfectly willing to lose a club Online....... FREE
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IT'S HARD TO CHEER
UP A DEPRESSED BIRD
)

Rose is Rose

FlLE A
ReVoRT.

02026 UFS Inc.

Distributed tv Andrews McMeel Syndication

T REALLY GHOULD ASK TG
5¢€ HER “K165 ANALYST
CREDENTIALZ,

7 TR

Here is a fine hand from a team-
of-lour match. At the first table, the
bidding went as shown, and West
led the king of spades. Declarer
ruffed with dummys jack and
plaved the king of trump. Fast
took the ace and returned a trump.

Declarer won with the nine and
ruffed his last spade with dummy’s
last trump. Then. with the contract
assured 1 he could draw East's

trick in order to ensure the contract.

West won the club with the six
and returned the queen, but South
was now in full control. He ruffed
the club, drew East’s last trump and
then discarded his heart loser on
the king of clubs to finish with 11
tricks.

South’s well-thought-cut safety
play paid exceptionally [fine divi-
dends.

Tomorrow: He shoulda stood in bed.

2026 King Features Syadicate Tnc,
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CRYPTOQUIP

BHLDVLKXA VDQYXRJX RLHYD

LMXL HPPDYR HVAG HVD QYXVO

HP BKXVHR XVO WHLHYQKIDR:

“HWXMX GXWXMX.”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A HARDY FLOWER

KEEPS GROWING BACK EACH TIME YOU PICK

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.
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PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-

Auts Sales & Sewsice, Tue.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

\ Van Schrader Dry
! Foam Cleaning

e

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Bricher & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

FREE ESTIMATE
FULLY INSURED
TREE TRIMMING, TOPPING,
REMOVAL, & STUMP GRINDING

Firewood for Sale
Bucket Truck & Bobcat Services
ANDY KING
765-881-1611

v Out
The CR
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www.thecr.com
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Parsons’ first match in
the 135-pound bracket is
against Lacie Lowe (18-5)
of Lawrenceburg. She
then will likely face No. 6
Dayonna Dyson (29-4) of
Franklin Central in the
ticket round.

Should Parsons make it
past Dyson, she has a nice
path to the final as Pendle-
ton Heights’ Claire Bow-
man (23-5) is the favorite
from the top quarter. The
final will likely feature
either No. 11 Caitlyn
Moore (21-7) of Perry
Meridian, or set up a
rematch of the sectional
title with No. 5 June Wag-
ner- Gilbert (29-3) of New
Palestine.

Crawford will face
Adalia Harvey (3-14) of
Pendleton Heights in the
first round of the 190
bracket. A win pits her
against either No. 11
Aneesa Thompson (24-7)
of Perry Meridian or
Lawrence North’s Ace
Grayson (21-8) in the ticket
round.

Fourth-ranked Sophia
Jones (28-3) of Franklin
Central is favored to be
Crawford’s semifinal
opponent. No. 3 Zoie Gray
(25-0) — who ended Craw-
ford’s season in 2025 —
and No. 8 Shelby Life (13-0)
of Centerville are set up to
meet in the top semifinal.

Kenady Lyons (7-11) is
set to face the top-seeded
wrestler of the Shenan-
doah sectional to open the
235 weight class. Should
Lyons get past Hailey Sal-
isbury (5-4) of Frankton,
her shot at a run to state
relies on a win against
either To’Neyse Stigler
(14-8) of Lawrence Cen-
tral and Breanna Birdsong
(15-11) of Warren Central.

Last season, Jay County
sent five girls to state,
including Katie Rowles.
Three more made it to the
ticket round, including
Parsons and Crawford.
Gage fell in the first
round, while Gracie
Rowles, Tipton and Lyons
are all first-year qualifiers
as freshmen.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Katie Rowles of the Jay County High School girls wrestling team will aim to punch her ticket
to back-to-back appearances at state at Saturday’s regional. The senior ranks No. 7 in Indiana in the

100-pound division.

Jay junior high girls nab sweep vs. Delta

One team dominated
and the other barely hung
on, but both Jay County
junior high girls basket-
ball teams emerged victo-
rious on Monday night.

The eighth grade squad
scraped out a 31-27 victo-
ry over the Delta Eagles.
Jay County (8-3) got 16
points from Boo Towell to
lead all scorers. Arabella
Link was second on Jay

Local
Roundup

County with eight, while
Kinze Homan (three
points) and Makenzie Coy
(two points) also cracked

the scoresheet for the
Patriots.

The seventh grade
Patriots skipped the sus-
pense with a 28-2 demoli-
tion of Delta. The Patriots
used a balanced attack in
the blowout, with Maken-
na Wellman and Gretchen
Petro tying for the team
lead with seven points
each. Haley Comer was
next up with six points

while Adalee Rigby, Evie
Skirvin, Kendall Farr and
Alyssa Schwieterman
each added two points.

Boys earn split

The eighth grade boys
joined the girls teams
with a strong victory over
Delta, but the seventh
grade unit suffered Jay
County’s only loss of the
night.

Finn Hemmelgarn and
Abram Lee did most of
the damage in the eighth
grade Patriots’ 49-33 win.
Hemmelgarn led the team
with 20 points, while Lee
was right behind with 19.

Bentley Comer tallied
four points, while Eli
Homan, Jenson Edwards
and Job Dirksen added
two points each for Jay
County (10-0). Dirksen

helped fuel the offense
with a team-best seven
assists.

The seventh graders
endured a 36-21 loss to the
Eagles.

Sawyer Smitley provid-
ed a team-high 11 points
for Jay County (5-5). Beck-
ham Hough and Carson
Pfeifer accounted for the
rest of the Patriots’ scor-
ing with five points each.

Rack attack

The Jay County boys basketball
team improved to 6-2 on the season
with a 72-63 victory over the Muncie
Central Bearcats on Saturday. At left,
Aiden Phillips attempts a layup for the
Patriots. At right, Kade Sommers puts
up a close-range shot.

The Commercial Reviw/Andrew Balko
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Sports on tap

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Swim vs. Celina/Coldwater — 6
p.m.; Freshman basketball at Anderson — 6 p.m.;
Junior high boys basketball vs. Selma — 6 p.m.;
Junior high girls basketball at Fort Recovery — 6

p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at New Bre-
men — 6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball at
Celina — 5:30 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball

vs. Jay County — 6 p.m.

Friday

Jay County — Swim hosts JCHS Invitational —
6 p.m.; Girls basketball vs. Bluffton — 6 p.m.; JV
boys wrestling at Centerville — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs. New Bre-

men — 6 p.m.

TV schedule

Today

Athletic Club (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — Super Cup soccer: FC Barcelona at

Maryland (BTN)

Celtics (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Boston

7 p.m. — College basketball: Missouri at Ken-
tucky (ESPN2); Xavier at Marquette (FS1)

Antonio Spurs (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Chicago
Blackhawks (TNT)

11 p.m. — College basketball: Grand Canyon
at Boise State (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Washington

Capitals (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Washington

at Purdue (BTN)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Alabama at Van-
derbilt (ESPN2); Kansas State at Arizona (FS1)

11 a.m. — Euroleague basketball: Fenerbahce
at Dubai (FDSN Indiana)

2 p.m. — Super Cup soccer: Athletico at Real
Madrid (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Northwestern at

7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Charlotte
Hornets (FDSN Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — College Football Playoff: Ole Miss

Thursday

vs. Miami (ESPN)

8 p.m.
Creighton at Marquette (TRU)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Rutgers at
lllinois (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Rutgers at

— Women’s college basketball:

lllinois (BTN)

10:30 p.m. — College basketball: Ohio State

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Indiana at

9:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lakers at San

Michigan State (BTN)

at Oregon (BTN)

190 FARMERS
60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR COLUMN
SEAMSTRESS NAN GRAIN BIN; 6.44 +/- Ryan Davidson 2nd, 4-6 PM BAUMER, AU19600119 AG RENTAL Spreaders:
HOMEMADE Sewing ACRES. AU10600063 260-726- BLACKFORD COUNTY AARON SCHAEFER, BBI, Artsway Vertical.
and Alterations, Quilts, CALL FOR MORE 5076 HOUSE~ AU1160015 New Holland 228 skid
Baby Blankets, AppliquE, INFORMATION!! 49TH ANNUAL BUILDINGS~POND KENT ARNOLD, loaders  w/full  cab,
Zippers, Hemming, TERMS OF SALE: COLDWATER YOUNG APPROX 5 ACRES AU19600255 heat/ac. Fort Recovery
Memory T-Shirt, Special 10% Non-refundable FARMERS BLACKFORD 419-852-0309
Orders, Wedding & Prom deposit day of sale. CONSIGNMENT AUC- SCHOOLS 100 JOBS WANTED
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is, where is. New Survey  Saturday February 14, 1576 SQUARE FEET~2 AMISH CREW LOOK-
90 SALE CALENDAR 55 heen completed in 2026 CAR GARAGE !NS.F?R any work. le LEASE SPACE avail-
PUBLIC AUCTION December 2025. Taxes  The Coldwater Young TRACT 1: Buildings~ Jlgolels ggrnslg o;o?)rf?r?g. able, Coldwater, OH.
SATURDAY. JANUARY prorated until day of Farmer Association will Pond~ Approx. 5 Acres remodeling. " 560-849. Manufacturing,  ware-
10. 2026 closing. Possession at be conducting their TRACT 2: Approx. 30 500" housing, assembly, dis-
10:00 AM closing. Closing to be annual farm machinery Acres tribution, offices, inside
Location: 7851 W. 400 held within 45 days or  consignment auction at TRACT 3: Tract 1 & 2 130 MISC. FOR SALE and outdoor storage.
' N ' less from day of auction.  the Coldwater football Combined Easy access to major
Pennville. IN 47369 Title Insurance will be stadium parking lot in Seller: JUDY KAY SCRATCH PADS ARE highways and railroad
OPEN HOUSE: provided and taxes pro- Coldwater, Ohio. WASHBURN ESTATE  BACK various bundles access with loading
SATURDAY, JANUARY rated to the day of clos-  For mqrellnformatlon on IAA Auctioneer sizes and XL pads. $1.25 docks and overhead
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Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering
119 E Main St. Portland,
IN
Laci Smitley -
AU10600051
260-729-2281 -Cell

January 17, 2026 can
be advertised

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, February 14th,
2026
10:00am
OPEN HOUSE February

AUCTION COMPANY
NUMBER, AC30200063
PRINCIPAL AUCTION-

EER,
RON KING,
AU19500129
JESSTON NUS-

Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

Visit Us At: thecr.com

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

260-726-8141
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49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com
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Jay junior high hoops
earned three victories,

see local roundup

Page 8

Sports

www.thecr.com

FR girls basketball faces
New Bremen on Thursday,
see Sports on tap
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Ready for regional

Seven Patriots will vie for trips to state

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

Seven Patriots
advanced to the regional.
On Saturday, each will
look to win at least two
matches to punch their
tickets to state.

Brackets for the IHSAA
Regional 3 tournament
hosted by Muncie Central
were released on Sunday,
giving the Jay County
High School girls
wrestlers an idea of what
their path to state may
look like.

Of the seven Patriots,
four will have to open
their day against a
ranked wrestler.

Despite having to face
No. 13 Josenit Vasquez
Ochoa (20-9) of Franklin
Central in the opening
round of the 100-pound
weight class, No. 7 Katie
Rowles got one of the
best draws she could
hope for.

Vasquez Ochoa comes
from the Perry Meridian
sectional, which had a
loaded 100 bracket that
also included No. 2 Claire
May (26-0) of Roncalli,
No. 3 Aaliyah Brown (26-
2) of Center Grove and
No. 6 Aniah Delgado (18-
4) of Perry Meridian. By
drawing the fourth-seed-
ed Vasquez Ochoa,
Rowles avoids seeing
Brown or Delgado in the
ticket round.

Should Rowles beat the
FCHS freshman, she will
face either Nichol Smith
of Eastern or Olivia Dud-
ley of New Castle in the
ticket round. Neither

opponent has a winning
record on the season with
Smith sitting at 8-9 and
Dudley at 5-7.

Rowles would likely see
May in the semifinal. In
2025, May pinned Rowles
in 3 minutes, 38 seconds
in the third-place match
at state.

Alexis Tipton (12-12)
and Gracie Rowles (8-6)
weren’t as lucky as Katie
Rowles. Tipton will face
No. 6 Olivia Lemus (25-3)
of Roncalli in the 115
opener, while Gracie
Rowles drew No. 8 Moni-
ca Alvarado (12-1) out of
North Central to begin
the 125 bracket.

Should Tipton pull off
the upset, she could face
either Lawrence Cen-
tral’s Saniyah Broaden
(14-17) or Pendleton
Heights’ Nova Tyler (8-5)
in the ticket round.
Potential quarterfinal
opponents for Gracie
Rowles are Marissa
Szentes (8-6) of Bishop
Chatard and Chloe Bills
(14-5) of Franklin County.

Madison Gage also has
a tough path in the 155-
pound bracket. After
falling to No. 15 Sophia
Gropp (25-4) of Wes-Del 1-
0 in an ultimate tiebreak-
er to lose the sectional
final, Gage is forced to go
against Eastern Han-
cock’s Elizabeth Fish (21-
7), who is ranked 16th.

Should Gage upset
Fish, she would get the
winner of Anderson’s
LaRayna Elliott (23-10)
and Alia Stocker (17-12)
of Franklin Central with

Maleah Parsons of the Jay County High
currently ranked No. 7 in the state at 135 pounds.
the regional tournament.

a trip to state on the line.

Potential semifinal oppo-
nents include No. 13 East-

er Ajishyri (25-7) of
Lawrence North and No.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

School wrestling team holds a 27-7 record and is
She is one of seven different Patriots to qualify for

who are set to collide in

14 Laycie Kirk (19-7) of
North Central. The only
other ranked wrestlers in
the 155 bracket are Gropp
and No. 8 Journee Wells,

the semifinal as well.

No. 7 Maleah Parsons
(27-7) and No. 16 Amara
Crawford (24-4) avoided

ranked opponents in their
opening matches, but will
likely have to go through
one to get to Indianapolis.
See Regional page 7

Serving

Southern
Michigan

We will
build

any size

Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 7A.M. to 5 P.M.

Decatur, Indiana

260-724-3108
1-800-903-4206

sales@arnoldlumberinc.com check us out on Facebook n

Indiana, Obio,

Friday: 7 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. - Saturday: 7 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

WELDING
& STEEL

Fort Recovery, Ohio
3234 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery, OH 45846

419-379-4081 - F=x 419-379-2466

Email: vores@bright.net

Vores Welding & Steel, Inc. is celebrating over 35 years of
specialized needs of industrial and commercial clients along with
our staff who has over 150 years of combined experience. We Will
continue to serve the highest quality standards to fit your needs.
Have a specific question on capabilities?

Call us...We look forward to
doing business with you!

SCOPE OF WORK:

> Fabrication (Steel, Aluminum, Stainless Steel)
Repairs

» OSHA Guarding

» Storage Bins & Hoppers

» Automotive & Commercial Material

» Handling Racks & Containers

> Weldments

» Short & Long Production Runs

CAPABILITIES:

On-Site Service

Press Brake

Punch Press

Milling

CNC Plasma Cutting Service
Welding-MIG, TIG Spot Shearing
Production & Sub Assembly
Steel Sales

Powder Coating & Galvanizing
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