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Rates,
salaries
set to

S0 up

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Water, sewer and trash
rates will be going up.

So will employee
salaries.

Dunkirk City Council
approved 3% increases to
water and sewer rates, a
contract with Best Way for
trash service with 5%
increases over three years
and 4% raises for city
employees during its meet-
ing Monday.

(The water and sewer
rate increases and raises
will need to be approved
again in the form of ordi-
nance changes.)

Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins had asked council
at its June 26 meeting to
consider water and sewer
rate increases for 2024. The
city’s master utility plan
calls for an increase of
between 2% and 5%.

As he did at the previous
meeting, council president
Jesse Bivens suggested it
was best for council to
make small annual
increases in its rate in
order to keep up with
maintenance and avoid the
need to make one large
increase in the future.

“We can’t really say ‘no
raises,” but we can keep
them small,” said Bivens.
“This is hard ... but if we
don’t do our job today,
somebody in the future is
going to be yelling at us and
not be able to accomplish
anything ...”

Council members ulti-
mately agree, with Tom
Johnson, Christy Curts
and Kevin Hamilton sup-
porting a motion from
Bivens to increase water
and sewage rates by 3%.
(Council member Bryan
Jessup was absent from the
meeting.)

The increases amount to
about 71 cents per month to
the minimum rate for
water and 50 cents per

2023 Jay County Fair
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expressions

The Jay County Fair continued
Monday with the 4-H cat show in the Bob
Schmit Memorial Exhibit Hall, the Jay County
Farm Bureau Cook-Off in the Farmer’s
Delaware
Championship Wrestling event at the
grandstand. Pictured above, Sophia Calvary
smiles at her family in the crowd while
sitting with her cat, Ella, Monday during the
cat show. At right, Fr. Peter Logsdon uses
his knife to gesture at another team during
the cook-off. For more photos from Monday
and Tuesday at the fair, see page 5.
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County

month to the minimum
rate for sewage.

If approved via an ordi-
nance change, the new
rates will go into effect
Jan. 1.

Council also approved
the only bid to provide
trash removal service in
the city Best Way, which
currently provides the

more varied experience

New educator has
joined Jay Co. team

By RAY COONEY

the 23-year-old after com-

The Commercial Review as

her resume

also peting in the Jay County

service, was the lone bid-
der with an offer of a rate
of $12.58 per household per
month for the first year,
$13.20 per month for the
second year and $13.86 per
month for the third.

The contract, which was
approved  unanimously,
represents an increase of
5% from the current rate of
$11.99 with additional 5%
increases in the next two

At first glance, Emily
Kring’s path to being an
agriculture and natural
resources educator seems
fairly straightforward.

She grew up in rural
Indiana. She was
involved in 4-H and FFA.
She pursued a degree in
natural resource and
environmental manage-
ment.

But she brings a bit

includes a six-year stint
in the military that
included a deployment to
the Middle East.

Kring joined Jay Coun-
ty's Purdue Extension
office in May as its new
agriculture and natural
resources educator and is
getting her first taste of
the Jay County Fair this
week.

“It is awesome,” said

Farm Bureau’s Cook-Off.
“I just feel like I'm wel-
comed in so quickly.

“And it’s so fun to see
so many people here. 'm
so impressed. Because
other fairs that I've been
to you see people here
and there, but every-
body’s interacting, say-
ing, ‘Hey, how ya doin’.’ I
just love that.”

See Educator page 5

New Jay County Purdue Extension
agriculture and natural resources educator Emily
Kring (right) prepares to put a skewer on the grill
while competing Monday with co-workers Ashlynn
May (left) and Jessica Kerrigan in the Jay County
Farm Bureau Cook-Off at the Jay County Fair.

years.
See Up page 2
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Richards reviews recent JCDC activities

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

JCDC is keeping busy.

Jay County Development Cor-
poration executive director
Travis Richards shared updates
with Jay County Commission-
ers during their meeting Mon-
day.

MakeMyMove, a website
designed to attract new resi-
dents, has had an increase in
applicants for the area. As of
Monday, Richards had connect-
ed with 44 applicants and one
had accepted an offer to move to
Jay County. (The county signed

Deaths

Roby Ford, 75, Redkey

William  Stickler, 66,
Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

a contract with the Indianapo-
lis-based recruitment company
in 2022 to attract 18 new resi-
dents.)

Richards recalled Jay County
Council and commissioners
adopted the Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Project strategic invest-
ment plan previously. Through
the project, the county is deter-
mining how to spend at least a
third of its $3.9 million in Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act dollars,
along with an additional $1 mil-
lion from Indiana Office of
Community and Rural Affairs
for involvement in the project.

Weather

Jay County had a high tem-

Richards asked how JCDC
could help the county as it
works with Kleinpeter Consult-
ing and OCRA to administer the
funds. (County officials have
had a few executive sessions in
recent months, including a joint
meeting June 14 hosted for “dis-
cussion of strategy of a real
property transaction,” at which
representatives from Kleinpeter
Consulting and OCRA were
both present.)

“I think it’s more trying to
decide what we can actually use
that money for,” said commis-
sioners president Chad AKer.

Wednesday

Jay County recently acquired
about 68 acres of farm land on
the west side of Portland city
limits along Indiana 67. Offi-
cials have discussed options,
such as creating infrastructure
for new housing or building a
multifaceted public safety build-
ing on the land.

Richards noted tax abate-
ments that have been approved
by Portland for FCC, Minnich
Poultry, Pioneer Warehousing,
Pennville Custom Cabinetry
and Pioneer Equipment Leas-
ing. He added OCRA recently
awarded an $81,000 planning

Coming up
Thursday

grant for a master utility study
in Redkey.

Richards also highlighted
other activities, including a
broadband discussion hosted
with Gary Thompson of East
Central Indiana Regional Plan-
ning District. He’s working on
hosting another that would
cover broadband funding
options.

Commissioners also heard
from Jay County highway
superintendent Eric Butcher,
who shared quotes for outfitting
two dump trucks next year.

See JCDC page 2

‘l“ |

perature of 81 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 61.

Showers are expected
tonight and there is a chance
of a thunderstorm. Skies will
be partly cloudy Thursday
with a high in the mid 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

3 p.m. — Cincinnatus League
Senior Citizen Recognition in
the Farmer’s Building

4:30 p.m. — 4-H sheep show in
the Show Arena

7 p.m. — Breanna Faith
Music concert in the Farmer’s
Building

7 p.m. — Full Throttle Monster
Trucks at the grandstand

9 a.m. — 4-H horse and pony
show in the Outdoor Arena

4 p.m. — A Touch of Mexico
mariachi band in the Farmer’s

Building —
5 pm. — 4-H large animal

supreme showmanship in the pr—

Show Arena

7 p.m. — We Are Messenger
concert at the grandstand

9un08L00CCIB8T
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Obituaries

Roby Ford

July 9, 1948-July 9, 2023
Roby C. Ford, 75, of Redkey,
Indiana, passed away peacefully
Sunday, July 9, 2023, while in
the company of family mem-

bers at his residence.

Roby was born in Portland,
Indiana, on July 9, 1948, a son of
Barbara Jean (Dytmire) and the
late Carl Ford Jr. Roby was a
1966 graduate of Redkey High
School and received his electri-
cal technology degree from Ivy
Tech Community College in

Muncie, Indiana.

Roby was the loving husband

of Donna Jean
(Himes) Ford who
he happily mar-
ried on Oct. 8,
1966. He was a
member of Fel-
lowship Baptist
Church in Port-
land, Indiana,
and enjoyed

children around.

watching Westerns, telling sto-
ries, good old-fashioned hard
work and anytime he could be
with or have his kids and grand-

Roby is survived by his moth-
er Barbara; his wife Donna;
three sons, Roby Carl Ford Jr.,
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Lotteries

brother,

(Annie), Timothy Wayne Ford
(Shelly) and Troy E. Ford
(Andrea); one daughter, Tina
Carol Hunt (Thomas);
Michael Lee Ford
(Betty); three sisters, Ramona
Ellen Chapman, Denise Kay
Roby (Steve) and Vanessa Marie
Clearly; several grandchildren;
one great-grandchild; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by
his father Carl Ford, Jr.

Visitation will be held on Fri-
day, July 14, 2023, from 4 to 8
p.m. at MJS Mortuaries — Red-
key Chapel and again on Satur-
day, July 15, 2023, from 10 to 11

a.m.

one

at Fellowship Baptist
Church in Portland, Indiana.
Funeral services will follow on
Saturday at 11 a.m. at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church in Port-
land, Indiana, with Pastor Hugh
Kelly officiating. Burial will be
held in Gardens of Memory
Cemetery in Muncie, Indiana.

In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made in Roby’s honor to
the Kidney Foundation.

A special thank you to State
of the Heart Hospice for the
wonderful care and compassion
shown to Roby and his family
during this difficult time.

Arrangements

have been

entrusted to MJS Mortuaries —
Redkey Chapel.

William Edward (Buck) Stickler,
Dunkirk, Sept.
2023.

8, 1956-July 6,

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of charge. They
include the name, city of resi-
dence,
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

birth/death date and

FR approves 24 budget

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

It’s budget time.

Fort Recovery Village
Council approved its 2024
budget during a meeting
Monday.

Per Ohio law, the budget
must be submitted to the
Mercer County Auditor’s
office by July 15. Fiscal
officer Roberta Staugler’s
estimates set the general
fund’s revenue at $1.27
million and expenditures
at more than $1.94 million.
(Village  administrator
Randy Diller noted the

ing process, adding they
typically underestimate
income tax and overesti-
mate expenses.)

Diller and Staugler ref-
erenced various items
they’ve accounted for in
next year’s budget. The
two largest  projects
expected to come out of
the 2024 budget are the
reconstruction of Wiggs
and Gwendolyn streets
and construction of a sec-
ond water tower.

Plans are to reconstruct
Gwendolyn Street
between Milligan and

dolyn and Wayne streets
sometime in the next year,
with the cost expected to
be $488,767.

The bulk of the cost for
a new water tower is cov-
ered by a $1.25 million
grant for the project
through the Ohio BUILDS
water infrastructure pro-
gram. It will hold 250,000
gallons, mirroring the
existing tower along
Industrial Drive on the
southeastern side of the
village. Fort Recovery will
contribute about $400,000
of its own funds toward

additional 2,600 feet of
water line.

In other business, coun-
cil:

«Authorized annexing
0.909 acres of land near
Fort Recovery Community
Park. Donated by Buzz and
Patt Hull, the land will be
utilized for the future
Sawyer Overman Ninja
Park.

«Amended its wage ordi-
nance, with Diller explain-
ing utility operator trainee
Aidan O’Dell passed his
Class I Water exam June
30. Per the village’s agree-

Powerball
Monday
2-24-34-53-58
Power Ball: 13
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$725 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$500 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-6-4
Daily Four: 7-5-5-2
Quick Draw: 4-12-16-

Daily Four: 7-2-1-6

Quick Draw: 3-6-9-13-
21-23-24-26-31-34-40-41-47-
54-60-66-67-71-72-80

Cash 5: 4-15-24-34-35

Estimated jackpot:
$513,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-7-6
Pick 4: 8-9-0-5
Pick 5: 9-5-5-7-1
Evening
Pick 3: 5-6-7
Pick 4: 8-9-3-7
Pick 5: 6-1-6-8-2

23-25-27-33-34-35-36-41-42- Rolling Cash: 4-18-28-
43-46-50-51-65-70-73-76 31-34
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 3-0-4 $360,000
Cooper Farms Aug. beans.............. 13.28
Fort Recovery Wheat ......cocoevveennne 6.24
Corn...ueeceeeeccneeenne, 5.52
Oct. corn .................. 482 Central States
Wheat ...cocoovverrnennn. 596 Montpelier
Eorn(.]...i ..................... 5.44
: FC ate July corn ........ 5.38
FOOE;I;"B(;orefmmg Beans......ooouuuueen 14.64
C 1 Late July beans......14.59
(0] 48 0 PO PRI 5.8 Wheat .ooeeeoeeeii, 6.24
Aug. corn ................ 5.56
Oct. corn ...cceeeeueeeeees 4.88 Heartland
The Andersons oot o oo
Richland Township  Aug. corn .............. 5.20
Corn ovveeevveeereeennnn 5946 BeanS.......coeeee.... 14.59
Aug. corn ................ 478 Aug. beans.............. 14.29
Beans........cccouueennen. 14.68 Wheat .....ccccceuveeneee. 6.10

Today in history

budget will change signifi-
cantly through the budget-

Up ...

Continued from page 1

Council members also looked at
raises for city employees for 2024,
with Robbins suggesting between 2%
and 5%.

Bivens advocated for giving a raise
while also asking clerk-treasurer
Tina Elliott if the city’s budget could
handle increases. She responded
that the city could afford raises but
that she would not suggest large
increases.

After brief discussion, Bivens sug-
gested a 4% raise across the board
and it was unanimously approved.

Also Monday, council opted
against contracting with Jay County
Humane Society for animal control
services.

Robbins last month had presented
a proposed contract from the
humane society, which is in the
process of renovated the former Fas-
tenal building on the west side of
Portland its new headquarters. Its
hope had been to provide animal
control services to the entire county
via the new facility (The humane
society has been handling animal
control for Jay County and the City
of Portland since 2021 following the
retirement of animal control officer
Bill Fields.)

The proposed contract called for
Dunkirk to pay $18,000 annually for
services for the first three years and
$15,000 annually in subsequent
years. (The city currently has about

JCDC ...

Street

Wiggs streets and Wiggs
between Gwen-

the project,
includes

$17,000 budgeted annually to handle
animal control.)

Bivens suggested he and his fellow
council members reject the contract
proposal, noting that the city has its
own animal control building. (The
structure on Blackford County road
825 East, just outside the city, was
rebuilt in late 2020 after it was dam-
aged by fire.) He acknowledged new
regulations that will require animals
to be spayed/neutered and tagged,
but said he feels the city would still
be better off on its own for animal
control.

Curts expressed concern about
services being provided during lim-
ited hours, with Johnson agreeing.

Hamilton said he is uncomfortable
with the two-year term of the initial
contract, saying a shorter trial peri-
od would have been preferred.

Ultimately, council voted unani-
mously against signing the contract
with the humane society.

In other business, council:

«Approved up to $55,137 in match-
ing funds for a grant for self-con-
tained breathing apparatus tanks for
the city’s fire department. All of the
county’s municipalities worked
together on receiving a $1.07 million
Assistance to Firefighters Grant
through the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to replace
tanks.

*Decided against making any ordi-
nance changes to allow chickens in

installing an

which ment, O’Dell receives a $1

raise for passing the test.

the city. Some residents had previ-
ously asked council for an amend-
ment to allow the animals.

«Learned the following from Rob-
bins:

—Construction is underway on
a sidewalk project on Highland
Avenue to connect Dunkirk City
Park to West Jay Elementary School.

—A new trailer arrived Monday
with another expected Tuesday at
the trailer court on Lincoln Avenue,
now known as Lincoln Meadows (for-
merly Sisco Mobile Home Park).

—Upgrades have been made to
Dunkirk Public Library, including
landscaping, painting, steps and
handrails.

*Heard Robbins compliment the
city’s Independence Day fireworks
on July 3 and Saturday’s concert as
part of the Webster Depot Summer
Concert Series.

*Discussed the need to add a line
item for overtime for park employees
in the 2024 budget.

«Heard from Curts that a jiu-jitsu
studio is now occupying some of the
space in the former Westlawn Ele-
mentary School building.

*Voted to place a lien on a property
owned by Nathan Conatser. He had a
water bill of more than $8,000
because of a leak at an unoccupied
rental property.

«Heard a complaint from Jean
Willoughby regarding noise from
neighbors riding mini bikes.

In 1543, King Henry
VIII of England married
Catherine Parr, who was
his sixth and final wife.
He had two of his previ-
ous wives beheaded and
divorced two while the
other died in childbirth.

In 1862, the US. Army
created the Medal of
Honor. It is awarded for
battlefield bravery.

In 1962, the Rolling
Stones held their first
concert in a London club.

In 1974, G. Gordon
Liddy, John Ehrlichman
and two others were con-
victed of conspiracy and
perjury in relation to the
Watergate scandal.

In 1978, the TV game
show “Family Feud”
began airing on ABC. It
was originally hosted by
Richard Dawson.

In 1997, Malala
Yousafzai was born in
Mingora, Swat Valley,
Pakistan. She is an

activist who as a teenag-
er spoke out against girls
in Pakistan being prohib-
ited from receiving an
education. She survived
an assassination attempt
was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2014.

In 2017, the Cincinna-
tus League honored Paul
and Helen Martin, Lee
Newman, Judy Zear-
baugh and Bob Vance
with Lifetime of Service
awards during a ceremo-
ny at the Jay County Fair.

In 2021, Jay County
Commissioners
approved road use and
decommissioning agree-
ments with Leeward
Renewable Energy for its
proposed Rose Gold Solar
facility north of
Dunkirk. The $150 mil-
lion, 150-megawatt facili-
ty was planned to be
operational sometime in
2024.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

5 p.m. — Jay School
Corporation, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,

1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201
Main St.

Continued from page 1

Lindco Equipment
Sales of Merrillville
asked for $93,671 and WA
Jones of Columbia City
asked for $92,794. Butcher
suggested taking the bids
under advisement.

He noted several resi-
dents have filed com-
plaints with the depart-
ment about how Great
Lakes Chloride of War-
saw has been handling
dust control services.
Butcher suggested cut-
ting the county out of the

SERVICES

Today

Atkinson, Peggy: Il am,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Pugh, Jeff: Il am., Fort
Recovery Church of the
Nazarene.

Thursday
Gilly, Karyn: 10:30 a.m,
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral
Home, 308 W. Washington St.,
Bluffton.

Saturday
Ford, Roby: || a.m., Fellow-
ship Baptist Church,289 S. 200
West,, Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

process to allow residents
to deal with the matter
privately. Aker noted the
county had been involved
previously to avoid
repeated visits from the
company.

Butcher also informed
commissioners he will be
applying for a Community
Crossings grant through
Indiana Department of
Transportation in Janu-
ary to replace the Seventh

Street over the Salamonie
River in Portland. The ini-
tial estimate for the work
is $1.3 million.

In other business, com-
missioners Brian McGal-
liard and Aker, absent Rex
Journay:

«Approved a $1,010.25
administration fee for uti-
lizing the Indiana Bond
Bank fuel budget pro-
gram

«Appointed John Col-

dren to the Meridian
Health Services Board

«OK’d overnight travel
requests from Emergency
Management Agency
director Samantha
Rhodehamel for state-
required conferences

Were reminded by
Aker the Jay County Fair
is ongoing this week. He
encouraged those at the
meeting to visit the fair-
grounds.
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Top babies

The annual Jay County Fair baby contests were held Saturday morning in the Farmer’s Building at Jay County Fairgrounds. Pictured above are
the contest winners. At left is Kennedy Lawhead with her mom Rachel Louck as the winner of the contest for babies 6 months through 12 months
old. At right Mason Kuss gives a slight grin as he receives his ribbon with dad Simon Kuss for winning the contest for babies 12 to 18 months old.
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Ex-husband is unsure what future holds

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I
have been together more than
20 years.

Our relationship grew stale
over time, and a couple of
years ago, she decided to leave
me. However, over the few
years, even though she has had
several lovers, we have started
to get close again.

The problem is, I really love
her and want her back as my
GIRLFRIEND, but she sees this
as a casual relationship, which
leaves me feeling hurt.

For example, she doesn't see
a problem with having a long
conversation with another
lover while she's at my house.
When she realizes that I'm
hurt, she gets exasperated and
says she feels like she has to
“walk on eggshells” around
me.

Is it me? Is there a path for-

Dear
Abby

ward? — STRANGE SITUA-
TION IN FLORIDA

DEAR STRANGE SITUA-
TION: Your problem is you
have allowed yourself to be
put in the “friends with ben-
efits” category when what
you really want is an exclu-
sive relationship with your
ex.

IT ISN'T GOING TO HAP-
PEN.

If she's talking with other
men while she's at your
house, it means she's not

interested in how her
actions affect you. The path
forward is one that's as far
away as you can get from
this person because your
agendas are polar opposites.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a widow
who recently became engaged
to a man who, I'm realizing
after two years, has a gambling
addiction. He recently lied to
me about his whereabouts, and
I found out this same thing
went on during his first mar-
riage. I can't say for sure this
was the first time he was
untruthful, but I had a gut feel-
ing.

We had developed what I
thought was a good relation-
ship based on mutual respect
and trust. I could use some
advice about what I should do
going forward. He has become

my friend and family since I
have no children and have lost
not only my late husband, but
also a brother and recently my
father. THROWN IN
NORTH DAKOTA

DEAR THROWN: I know
you are lonely. But if you
love your fiance, continue
the relationship as it IS, and
do not plan on marrying
him.

Realize that should you
marry a person with a gam-
bling addiction, commin-
gling your assets could ruin
you financially and affect
your retirement.

If he has a desire to
change, there are 12-step
programs he could join,
Gamblers Anonymous being
one of them (gambler-
sanonymous.org). But
please be aware that com-

pulsive gambling is an
addiction, and your fiance
could fall off the wagon at
any time.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
texted a graphic nude photo of
himself to his ex-girlfriend. I
am shocked and hurt.

Should I leave this man? —
CAN'T UNSEE IT IN WEST
VIRGINIA

DEAR CAN'T UNSEE: Yes,
I think you should, because
the naked truth is that your
husband isn't finished with
his former girlfriend.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 am. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —
Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — For caregivers
of persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City:.
For more information, call
Joni Slentz or Lisa Garrett
at (765) 348-1072 or (800) 272-
3900.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30

p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5 p.m. Thursday, July 13,
at Pizza Hut in Portland.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.um. at Zion Evangelical
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Sudoku

Level: Intermediate

Tuesday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains

the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
pm., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

We have a busy schedule of special
sections and pages coming up.
Mark your calendar so you don’t miss them.

CR ONLY — Swiss Days (special pages only, not a separate section)
Wednesday, July 26 (ad deadline July 18)

NG ONLY — Randolph County Fair results
Tuesday, August 8 (ad deadline July 31)

NT ONLY — Blackford County Fair results
Wednesday, August 9 (ad deadline August 1)

UNIVERSAL — Engine show
Tuesday, August 22 (ad deadlme August 14)

GRAPHIC
™ PRINTING

PRINTING

NEWSPAPERS

ads@thecr.com
260-726-8141
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Editor’s note: This column is
being re-printed from July 10,
2019. Jack was always a big fan of
the Jay County Fair — “The best
darned fair in Indiana.” It’s a
week of remembering old times
and creating new memories. Say
thank you to those who make it all
happen.
By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

The scent of cotton candy is in
the air. The midway’s going full
swing. And kids are using hoses
to keep the hogs cool in the 4-H
barns.

It’s Jay County Fair time, and
the fair prompts its own flood of
memories.

Memories like:

+Getting my fingers stuck in
what used to be called a “Chi-
nese” finger prison. It had been a
prize from the duck pond conces-
sion, and at age 6 or so, it had me
baffled. It’s a wonder I'm not
stuck in the darned thing to this
day.

*The caterpillar, a ride on the
midway back in the 1950s and

Let hearts drive
intention, action

about old, new memories

Back
in the
Saddle

early ’60s. Like the Himalaya,
it squeezed riders together
with centrifugal force as it
built up speed. Unlike the
Himalaya, it had a curtain or
cover that went over the riders,
plunging them into the dark.
-Standing with other teenage
boys outside the girlie shows
while the pitchman barker
touted the exotic attractions
within. We were too young to
get into the tent, and by the
time we were old enough the
“hoot shows” had vanished.
Today it’s hard to believe they
were ever there. But they were.
+Winning a huge teddy bear
at the mouse game and giving it
to the first girl I saw. She was

thrilled, and I dldnt have to
haul the thing around the rest
of the night. But her boyfriend,
as I recall, was less than enthu-
siastic about my generosity.
Does the mouse game still
exist? Or have the anti-gam-
bling and anti-animal cruelty
forces pushed it into history?

«Hamburgers at the Tri-
Kappa stand Tuesday nights
during fair week. Dad was at
Rotary, and my mother was
working the stand. So it made a
perfect spot for dinner.

My hapless — and hopeless
— attempt to show a pig as part
of a “celebrity” hog show ben-
efit for 4-H. The threshold for
what constituted a celebrity
was low, but not as low as my
performance in the show ring.
Every shred of dignity disap-
peared a long time ago.

*Riding the double Ferris
wheel at the Jay County Fair
with my wife. It wasn’t a side-
by-side double. It was a verti-
cal double, and you felt you
were going to die when it

reached certain points on its
circuit.

A creepy sideshow which
included, at one point, a midget
(today;, a little person) lying in a
bed of glass while the barker hec-
tored the crowd to “stand on the
little man’s chest.” I think I actu-
ally did so, very briefly.

A fair — way, way back —
when the second floor of the
roundhouse was actually open to
the public. There were booths up
there, but it was dreadfully hot in
addition to being unsafe.

And, finally, memories of years
it seemed that the fair was on its
last legs. This was back in the
1960s, when it seemed county
fairs had run their course.

That was especially true of Jay
County’s. Buildings were in disre-
pair, the midway was increasing
sleazy and leadership had burned
out.

But a dedicated group of indi-
viduals decided that wasn’t going
to happen.

Led by the late Everett May Jr.
and centered around members of

the Portland Lions Club, new fair
board leadership emerged Guys
like Bob Lyons and Clyde Beeler
and a dozen others stepped up in
the early to mid 1970s. And they
were joined by others, folks like
Rob Weaver and former Dunkirk
banker Bob Wyne, convinced that
the fair would not only survive
but would thrive.

Ball State University played a
pivotal role as well. Architecture
students from BSU did one of
their one-day workshops with the
fair board and community lead-
ers, then drew plans for improve-
ments.

Things like the food court, the
north entrance, the central walk-
way from the north parking to the
midway, and the unified color
scheme of the buildings were all
born during that project.

Mostly of course, it was hard
work by the fair board, as dedi-
cated a group of volunteers as
any community could hope to
find.

Say “thanks” when you see
them at the fair this week.

By WIM LAVEN

Mother Teresa said: “If 1
look at the mass I will
never act. If I look at the
one, I will.”

How has this played out
in recent times?

The last decade has
showcased a trend that has
been observed for the last
century. Good people will
repeatedly ignore mass
murder and genocide.
Good people will give to
causes they believe in but
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund is underfund-
ed, in 2018 they
reported that more than 3
million children die of
undernutrition each year.

Oxfam, an organization
dedicated to alleviating
global poverty, tells us that
$23 billion could meet the
needs of people facing star-
vation and acute malnutri-
tion this year, or “$37 bil-
lion every year until 2030 to
tackle both extreme and
chronic hunger.”

Similarly, when hun-
dreds of refugees perished
in a terrible Mediter-
ranean fishing trawler dis-
aster last month, it generat-
ed a few stories in the U.S.
press, but nothing like the
rapt attention and compre-
hensive coverage blanket-
ing our news media during
the search for a missing
tourist submersible. AP
news reports that Ocean-
Gate Expeditions is an
undersea exploration com-
pany that has been chroni-
cling the Titanic’s decay
and the underwater ecosys-
tem around it via yearly
voyages since 2021.

I have observed a variety
of ways that people are
reacting to this search. One
example is the observation:
“I wish people cared the
same about refugees on
boats the same as billion-
aires on sightseeing trips
to the Titanic.” But this
type of shaming will not
work. Demanding that a
person “care” is different
from a critique of media
priorities and extrapolat-
ing media coverage into
judgment of society in gen-
eral is unlikely to result in
more assistance to
refugees.

There is a large body of
research explaining that
people are much more like-
ly to act charitably to indi-
viduals or in response to
“pbad luck” than they are to
help groups or systemic
problems. This is why so
many aid groups advertise
about aiding an individ-

ual’s life. Our brains per-
ceive large problems as
unsolvable but individual
struggles as “I can make a
difference.” We also tend
to view mass numbers as
less relatable than one per-
son’s life, or a small
group’s fate.

Personalizing problems
can seem manageable, but
contemplating systemic
change is often felt as a
tsunami of complex and
massive challenges. It feeds
the compassion fatigue. If I
donate $50 and I'm told that
4-year-old refugee Jamila
in a far-off land has enough
to eat for two months as a
result, that is tangible and
my compassion is ener-
gized, not enervated.

In our self-talk, we can
reframe some of the sys-
temic barriers so that we
can take small actions
toward preventing further
structural failures that cost
so many lives.

Instead of shaming, we
need to demand changes to
our broken systems and
alarming budget priorities.
We need to elect leaders
who will see to the changes
that can address and allevi-
ate these global calamities
that go un-or-under
addressed year after year.

Yes to my $50 toward
Jamila’s survival and yes
to my $50 toward the elec-
tion of an official who will
rightly reduce the bloated
military budget in favor of
life-affirming structural
outlays. Jamila is meaning-
ful to me, even though she
is only one of millions.
Similarly, when we think
of how close votes are in
politics these days, sup-
porting one peace candi-
date with my little dona-
tions can feel doable and
significant.

Any budget shortfall for
saving life can be taken
from the war coffers. In our
hearts, we know this, and
our hearts should be driv-
ing our intentions and our
actions.

Laven, syndicated by
PeaceVoice, teaches courses
in political science and con-
flict resolution.

PeaceVoice is a project of
the Oregon Peace Institute.
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Remember the existing plan

By CLAUDIA SAHM
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Last week the Supreme Court
struck down the Biden administra-
tion’s student loan forgiveness plan,
which would have done away with as
much as $20,000 per borrower. And
that was the second blow to borrow-
ers in recent weeks. The first was
when House Republicans used the
deal to raise the nation’s debt ceiling
to force borrowers to start paying
back their loans in October, which is
sooner than planned.

Some macroeconomists who have
spoken out against forgiveness, fear-
ing it would either spark inflation or
represent fiscal malfeasance or both,
should remember that the plan is not
large enough to move the needle on
macroeconomic conditions. In reali-
ty, the plan was primarily about the
positive effects on individuals, not
gross domestic product or inflation.
The bipartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office estimated that the loan for-
giveness program would have cost
$400 billion over the next 10 years,
but that’s only around 1% of the $25
trillion economy annually.

Advocates have fiercely debated
how to best structure student loan
forgiveness, and President Joe Biden
said he’s not giving up. “We’ll use
every tool at our disposal to get you
the student debt relief you need and
reach your dreams,” he said Friday
at the White House. A key sticking
point was whether Biden’s plan was
progressive or regressive, especially
whether it would have improved
racial wealth equity With the
Supreme Court ruling, such debates
are largely moot now. Congress is the
only path to forgiveness, and that’s
unlikely to happen anytime soon.

The Biden administration and
advocates who had been pushing for
broad-based forgiveness should
focus on the narrower program
already on the books: the Public

Claudia
Sahm

Service Loan Forgiveness program.
A fresh look might improve the PSLF
program for public servants and
help meet at least some of the admin-
istration’s goals. In the PSLF pro-
gram, recipients must make loan
payments and work full-time in a
public service job, in the military, or
at a qualifying non-profit. The top
occupational groups eligible are
teachers, doctors and social workers,
and protective services (such as
police and firefighters). After 10
years, a borrower’s remaining loan
balance is forgiven.

Sure, the program is much smaller
than the plan envisioned by the
Biden administration, and, in princi-
ple, it sounds simple. But the PSLF
needs to work on low take-up, and
the implementation of that is bur-
densome, especially the verification
of work and workplace. In 2017,
when the first cohort completed the
10-year program, only 96 borrowers
received loan forgiveness. The fol-
lowing year was not much better,
with a little under 400. Finally, by the
start of 2022, some 84,000 had
received PSLF loan forgiveness. But
that’s out of 3.5 million borrowers
who are likely eligible for the pro-
gram. Low completion rates are due,
in part, to the implementation of
benefits. Recertification — the annu-
al process to verify that a borrower is
still eligible — is a particular stick-
ing point. For example, a borrower
must get a signed form from their
employer yearly to show eligibility.

Given that the PSLF was not ful-
filling its mandate, the Department

of Education created a temporary
waiver from October 2021 to October
2022. The key innovation was to
allow borrowers to receive benefits
after the fact. In the normal system,
an eligible borrower starts the pro-
gram in year one of repayment and
then proceeds for 10 years through
the end of the program. With its sim-
pler administration and require-
ment, the waiver had noticeably
increased the number of borrowers
getting loan forgiveness. But it
expired in October. An excellent first
step toward improving the program
would be to make permanent
changes like retroactive benefits as
was the case with the temporary
waiver.

In contrast, the take-up on Biden’s
plan looked like it would have been
high, with the administration esti-
mating that 40 million borrowers
would have been eligible. Some 26
million — more than two-thirds of
the eligible — had signed up for the
program in a matter of weeks. Yes,
the programs are different, but the
gap is so wide that there must be les-
sons on outreach for the PSLF from
Biden’s plan.

And there’s a lesson for everyone.
Sarah Turner, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, and her co-
authors found in a study of the PSLF
plan that enrollment is a big factor in
which groups — whether by income,
race/ethnicity, or education
receive disproportionate more bene-
fits. This type of analysis is called
“distributional analysis.” It’s not
enough to look at the legislation; it’s
essential to see what happens in the
real world. The goal should be 100%
enrollment, as getting close as possi-
ble will do policy as intended.

Friday’s court decision was a hard
day for many. But it’s also a chance to
exchange ideas with other forgive-
ness plans. And before that, focus on
getting the best possible loan repay-
ment.
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2023 Jay County Fair

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Full of activity

Monday and Tuesday morning were busy again at the Jay
County Fair. Pictured, clockwise from upper right: 3-year-old Harley
LaMontagne holds a phone next to the Show Arena to record a portion
of the dairy beef and beef feeder show Monday; Maebre Cline licks some
ice cream out of a cup Monday; Tucker the dog , who along with Sophia
White was dressed as an old lady, walks the stage at the Farmer’s
Building during Tuesday’s pet parade as part of Kids’ Day activities;
Hailee Hamilton (left) and Josiah Hotmire hang upside down on Ring of
Fire on the midway Monday evening; Benton Langenkamp keeps his cow
close during the dairy beef and beef feeder show Monday in the Show
Arena; and members Delaware County Championship Wrestling perform
during their show Monday evening at the grandstand.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Educator ...

Continued from page 1

Kring grew up in Dearborn
County and enlisted in the U.S.
Army during her junior year
at East Central High School.
She did basic training that
year and then moved on to
advanced individual training
for military police following
her graduation in 2018.

She then started pursuing
her bachelor’s degree at Ball
State University, but after three
semesters she was deployed to
Qatar during the height of the
coronavirus pandemic. While
in the small country of about
2.5 million that juts north off of
Saudi Arabia into the Persian
Gulf, she mostly handled trans-
porting vehicles between ports
and from ports to bases.

“I had a great experience
being young, deployed,” said
Kring. “I learned a lot about
myself, about the military, life,
all of the above.”

And why sign up for mili-
tary service at 17, with a year
of high school still remaining?

“I really just wanted to be
part of something bigger than
myself,” added Kring, noting
that her grandfather was a vet-
eran. “I wanted something to
really just run with. I wanted
to be part of an organization.

“I love discipline. But not in
an aggressive way, but more of
a structural way. So I just real-
ly appreciated that. That’s my
type of personality, is to have
structure.”

Upon returning home, she

finished her degree at Ball
State, graduating in Decem-
ber and got married in Febru-
ary. Her husband, Jaelen,
grew up in Delaware County
and graduated from Burris,
and the couple has purchased
land from his grandfather to
build a home in the Albany
area.

She hopes to bring her love
of structure to her new job as
she takes over the role as agri-
culture and natural resources
educator from Justin Curley,
who moved on after three
years in Jay County to
become the extension director
in Delaware County.

In her time with Purdue
Extension thus far, she’s been
visiting other programs in the

organization’s Region 7 — it
includes 11 counties bordered
by Jay and Blackford counties
to the north, Franklin County
to the south and Madison
County to the west — to learn
about her job and gather
ideas. (Her first six months
are a training period.) She’s
also helped with things like
tree identification, pond prob-
lems and soil testing.

“I've been popping around
to different programs, seeing
how they do things, bringing
back ideas for what it’s going
to look like here in Jay Coun-
ty,” she said. “I've really just
been adding things to my tool-
box to be able to serve Jay
County better.”

She’s also been working to

make connections to help her
learn what kind of education-
al programs might be well-
received for both youth and
adults. She said she especially
enjoys hands-on activities.

Having been involved in hor-
ticulture in high school and
soil judging in college, she
hopes to bring her passion for
agriculture to her job every
day.

“I would love to just build up
this position to be able to just
be an asset to people,” Kring
said. “(I want to) be an outlet
for people to come to and get
their questions answered, and
just receive help for things
they may not know are out
there. That would be my ulti-
mate goal."
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Auts Sales & Service, Tuc.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

\ Von Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning
A\

Green Seal
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Commercial

WHAT ITS A VERY
WE Do STOR
THIS g™
WEEKEND
2
Tz Q
GABBARD FENCE BAIL BON Ds W ndelis
FARM » COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL -
RESIDENTIAL * VINYL Travis Weaver e

TURNING 652

Call me for all of your
insurance needs.

Card-reading plus
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North-South vulnerable,
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The bidding:
West North  East South
R4 Dble 2% 44

Opening lead — king of hearts.

This unusual hand was played in a
national pair championship many
years ago. Marshall Miles was
North and Edwin Kantar South
when they got to four spades as
shown.

West led the king of hearts and
shifted to the four of clubs, at
which point Kantar had a great
deal to think about. He had no way
of knowing whether the spades
were divided 3-3 or 4-2, or whether
the clubs were divided 2-2 or 3-1.
Yet he would have to make some

kind of assumption about one of
the black suits if he was (o get
home safely with 10 tricks.

Kantar recognized at the outset
that he could not score 10 tricks if
he simply drew trump and ran his
clubs, which would leave him a
trick short. Nor could he get home
by adopting a crossruff. If he ruffed
three hearts in dummy and four
diamonds in his hand. he'd wind up
with only nine tricks even if the
opposing clubs were divided 2-2.

Kantar managed to find a neat
solution. He won the four of clubs
with the queen, noting with interest
East’s play of the five on the trick.
This persuaded him that West had
the 4-2 of clubs and East the 6-5.

He then ruffed a heart in dummy
and cashed the K-T of trump, reject-
ing the temptation to overtake the
jack with the queen in the hope that
the trumps were divided 3-3.

Kantar next led the nine of clubs
to his ten and was delighted to see
both defenders follow suit. The
contract was now certain whether
the trumps were divided 3-3 or 4-2.

Next came the A-Q of spades, on
which Kantar discarded dummy’s
A-K of clubs! This allowed him to
cash his three remaining clubs, giv-
ing him 10 tricks in an exception-
ally well-played hand.

Tomorrow: The main objective.
©:2023 King Features Syndicute Inc
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT COULD ONE
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals F

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 28 Battery- 2 Utah ski 14 Body pics
1 Smidgen powered resort 15Halfa
4 Pouch two- 3 Cher- ton
7 Only wheeler ished 19 Billboards
8 Café 30 Ninny friend 20 Potent
con—  33Crunchy 4 Musical stick
10 Bob Hawaiian transition 21 “Joltin’
Marley, treats 5 PCs from Jog”
forone 36 Tratioria Taiwan 22 Relief
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13 Donna 37 Jockey move kids
Summer 38 Was livid 7 Swedish 23 Norse
hit of 39 Luau car trickster
1978 strings 8 Christine 24 Floor
16 Govt. 40 Orig. of covering
lender for  texts “‘Chicago 25 Nonstick
a start-up 41 Martini Hope” spray
17 Author liquor 9 Euphoric 26 Shy
Joyce 10 Apt. 28 Dutch
Carol — DOWN divisions cheeses
18 — chi 1 Puccini 12 Small 29 Kathy of
19 Con opera measures  “Misery”
20 Office 30 Poet
part-imer  Solution time: 23 mins. W.H.
21 Ranch 31 Fr. holy
visitors women
23 Touches 32 Old map
down letters
25 Lapel 34 Reunion
jewelry attendee
26 Legal 35 “The
wrong Mother”
27 Arles director
buddy Caro

Yesterday’s answer 7-12

2 |3

4 15 |6
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37

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

260-418-9492

Local Agent
rpenrod@cgnaz.org |

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

39

41

SCHWARTZ HOME

IMPROVEMENT LLC
All types of construction

\ New Homes  Garages

\ Additions  Post Frame Bams
Exterior
Finishing

* Roofing

+ Siding

+ Windows

s » Doors

Leave Message

260-301-1805

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotWa3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE
information kit. Call 855-
965-4916

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions cur-
rently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-965-1444 or
visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-833-
754-0929

CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with  EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496

DENIED SOCIAL Security
Disability?  Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys
can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758

DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. NO Obli-
gation, NO risk! We've
recovered millions. Let us
help you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The
most live MLB games this
season, 200+ channels
and over 45,000 on-
demand titles. $84.99/mo
for 24 months with
CHOICE Package. Some
restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV  1-888-885-
8931

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,

availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting  at
$39.99/month!  Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666

LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-

gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call

Now 833-226-3105
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Ukraine Army recruits take part in a training session called “The battle of Innoculation training” with
members of Britain’s Royal Marines from the 45 Commando (L), at a Ministry of Defence (MOD) training base
in southern England on June 20. More than 17,000 Ukrainian recruits have been trained by Britain and other
allies over the last year to help Kyiv fight Russia’s invasion, the UK Ministry of Defence said on June 26. The
recruits, from many different walks of life, all went through a “gruelling” five-week programme which the
ministry said had transformed them “from civilians to soldiers”. Britain and nine partner nations — Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Lithuania and The Netherlands — opened the
initiative for new volunteer recruits to the Armed Forces of Ukraine in June last year.

Nations to give pledges

By ALBERTO NARDELLI,
JENNIFER JACOBS
and NATALIA DROZDIAK

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

A group of Ukraine’s key allies
are closing in on an agreement to
launch negotiations with Kyiv on a
collection of bilateral security com-
mitments aimed at bolstering the
country’s ability to defend itself and
at deterring future Russian aggres-
sion.

The announcement is expected to
be part of a declaration from most
Group of Seven leaders on the side-
lines of an ongoing two-day NATO
summit in Vilnius, according to peo-
ple familiar with the plans. The dec-
laration, which aims to provide
Ukraine with longer term security
guarantees, is still under discussion
and the content and signatories
could change before it’s announced.

The US. and other participating
nations would each work with
Ukraine on specific long-term secu-
rity commitments through the pro-
vision of modern military equip-
ment across air, land and sea, priori-
tizing air defense systems, artillery,
long-range capabilities and armored

STATEWIDE

vehicles, said the people who asked
not to be identified because the talks
are private.

The defense push is part of a
broader effort to support Ukraine
while it is not a member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Fifteen years ago, the alliance
agreed that Ukraine would one day
join, a pledge that proved insuffi-
cient to prevent the steady ramp up
of Russian hostility that led to last
year’s invasion. Allies have been
grappling with how to move beyond
that 2008 summit statement, without
further aggravating the situation in
eastern Europe.

Kyiv’s allies will also promote
interoperability between Ukraine’s
capabilities and those of its NATO
allies, the people said. They’ll sup-
port the development of the coun-
try’s defense industry, train its
troops, share intelligence and boost
cyber defenses.

The commitments broadly trace
much of the type of support
Ukraine currently receives while at
the same time aiming to scale it up
and put the country on a more sus-
tainable footing to deter future
attacks.

G-7 leaders would also pledge to
immediately consult with Ukraine
on steps to take in the event of
future Russian attacks, one of the
people said. In the interim, allies
will continue to provide Ukraine
with financial support to address its
immediate needs and will once
again pledge to support its recon-
struction and recovery efforts.

For its part, Ukraine will commit
to continue a series of reforms,
including to law enforcement, its
judiciary, economy, as well as securi-
ty and defense sectors, according to
the people.

Kyiv’s G-7 allies will also reaffirm
that Russia’s sovereign assets will
remain blocked until Moscow pays
for the damage it has caused to
Ukraine and will continue to hold
Moscow accountable for crimes
committed against its neighbor, the
people said. Other nations that want
to contribute with their own securi-
ty commitments will be able to join
the efforts at any time.

“The security guarantees are
debated by other countries as well
which are not members of the G-7,”
Romanian President Klaus Iohannis
told reporters in Vilnius on Tuesday.

Trump seeks to
postpone trial date

By ZOE TILLMAN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — Don-
ald Trump has asked a fed-
eral judge in Florida to
postpone setting a trial
date in the classified docu-
ments prosecution against
him, objecting to prosecu-
tors’ request to put it on the
calendar later this year and
signaling he might argue to
delay it until after the 2024
presidential election.

Trump’s lawyers filed a
response Monday evening
opposing special counsel
Jack Smith’s proposal to
start the trial on Dec. 11,
calling the government’s
proposal  “unrealistic.”
Both sides do agree on one
thing — that the Aug. 14
trial date initially set by
US. District Judge Aileen
Cannon is too soon.

Attorneys for Trump
and his personal aide and
co-defendant Waltine
“Walt” Nauta asked Can-
non to delay setting a trial
date until all pretrial issues
were fully litigated. They
argued there was no reason
to expedite the schedule
given the complicated and
“unprecedented” legal
issues it presented, the
large amount of evidence,
the involvement of classi-
fied material, the logistics
of Trump’s 2024 presiden-
tial campaign, and the chal-
lenge of seating an impar-
tial jury before the elec-
tion.

“There is simply no
question any trial of this
action during the pendency
of a presidential election
will impact both the out-
come of that election and,
importantly, the ability of
the defendants to obtain a
fair trial,” the lawyers
wrote.

Prosecutors had first
asked to push back the
schedule last month.
Smith’s team said that it
could take as many as 60
days for Trump’s attorneys
to receive the final security
clearances needed to view
all of the evidence. Other
legal proceedings to deter-
mine how classified evi-
dence could factor in a pub-
lic trial would add more
time to the pretrial sched-
ule, they said.

On Monday, Nauta sepa-
rately asked Cannon to
postpone a hearing set for
July 14 to discuss issues
related to the use of classi-
fied information in the
case. Nauta’s Washington-
based attorney Stanley
Woodward said he had a
scheduling conflict and
also needed more time to
get his security clearance
approved.

The Justice Department
opposed the delay, arguing
that Nauta’s other attorney
Sasha Dadan, who is based
in Florida, could handle
the hearing and that Wood-
ward had been on notice
that the government want-
ed to quickly hold the hear-
ing. Trump’s defense team
didn’t oppose rescheduling
the hearing, according to
Nauta’s filing.

Later in the day, Nauta’s
lawyers alerted the court
that the government had
agreed to reschedule the
hearing for July 18 if the
court approved the short
delay.

Trump is also expected
to challenge the lawfulness
of the indictment on multi-
ple grounds, fights that
could add months to the
timeline.

Trump has pleaded not
guilty to charges that he
unlawfully held onto
national defense informa-
tion after he left the White
House and then conspired
to obstruct the govern-
ment’s efforts to get those
documents back. Nauta
has also pleaded not guilty:

Cannon has tried to keep
the case on track so far,
ordering the lawyers to
move swiftly to complete
whatever paperwork is
needed for the security
clearance process.

Any trial beyond Can-
non’s original Aug. 14
schedule will complicate
the logistics of Trump’s
2024 presidential run. The
first Republican primary
debate is set for Aug. 23,
though it’s unclear if
Trump will participate. His
campaign activity is only
expected to ramp up as the
former president and his
rivals for the Republican
nomination prepare for the
primaries to kick off in
January.
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200 FOR RENT

LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781

NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414

SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165

WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum

Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, August 5,
2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 9660 W 300
S Dunkirk, IN
Open House Sunday,
July 23rd from 1-3 pm or
for private showing con-
tact the auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE
40 acre farm located in
section 35 Knox town-
ship, Jay County Indi-
ana. Offered in two
tracts and entirety. Tract
1- 2/3 bedroom home
containing 1988 sq ft.
80*44ft pole barn, utility
shed nicely situated on
2.1 acres. Tract 2- 38
acres with 27 acres till-
able balance being
wooded, frontage on
county rd 300 S.
VEHICLES-FARM
EQUIPMENT-SHOP
TOOLS-MISC.
1969 Nova SS 396

engine,
1968 Chevy 10 pickup
327 engine, 1953 Ford
F250 pickup truck, Ford
860 tractor (parts),
Husqgvarna 27 horse MZ
61 zero turn mower, 10
ft wheel disc, and much
more.
GUNS
Ruger Super Blackhawk
6 shot revolver, Smith
and Wesson 357 mag 6
shot revolver with hol-
ster, Daisy Red Rider
BB gun with box.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD
5 ft. plastic Marathon
sign, “Drink Coca Cola”
cooler, barrel stove,
Camel sign, , 2 combi-
nation safes, Harley
Davidson clock.
OWNERS: Joyce Cupit
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
Check AuctionZip for
more photos.

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, July 15,
2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:106 S West
St., Eaton., IN
ANTIQUES - COL-
LECTIBLES - PRIMI-
TIVES
Mercury, Sears, Radio
Jet, Greyhound and oth-
ers children’s wagons,
Aladdin and collectible
hand painted lamps,
Fredrick Cooper lamp,
gold, silver and costume
jewelry, full line of Jackie
O jewelry, large collec-
tion of sports cards to
include: Mark McGwire
rookie card, Lawrence
Taylor and Bo Jackson,
Michael Jordan, and
100s more, Pokeman
cards to include Snorlax
1999 first series in
America, Garbage Palil
kids cards, Gl Joe fig-
ures and vehicles,

signed sports pictures

and memorabilia, and
others.

FURNITURE- TOOLS-
MISC.

Square dining room
table with 6 chairs and
matching hutch, show
and display cases, roll

top secretary, ,
Longaberger baskets,
Craftsman 10 inch radial
arm saw, shop and hand
tools, lawn and garden
tools of all kinds.
OWNERS: Larry Wells
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-
tos.

100 JOBS WANTED

260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  wi/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

JAY COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY - Applications
are now being accepted
for the part-time position
of Library Student Page.
Job requires both strong
customer service skills
and attention to detail.
Job  description and
application are available
to pick up at the library.
High school and college
students are encouraged
to apply. Applications
accepted until the posi-
tion is filled.

WANTING Summer help
painting please Call 419-
852-0309.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CASE NO. 38C01-2306-M1-13
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE
OF MINOR:

Kynleigh Maine Folkerth,
Name of Minor
Autumn Lea Shepherd,
Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that Pe-
titioner, Autumn Lea Shepherd,
as a self-represented litigant,
filed a Verified Petition for
Change of Name on June 20,
2023 to change the name of Kyn-
leigh Maine Folkerth to Kyn-

leigh Maine Shepherd.
The Petition is scheduled for
hearing in the Jay Circuit Court
on August 24, 2023 at 2:00 pm.
Which is more than thirty (30)
days after the third notice of
publication. Any person has
the right to appear at the hear-
ing and to file written objec-
tions on or before the hearing
date.
Date: June 20, 2023
Jon Eads

Clerk, Jay Circuit Court

CR 7-12,19, 26-2023- HSPAXLP

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
JAY COUTY
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF DARRY
ROWLES, Deceased
38C01-2306-EU-000018
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that LY-
DIA ROWLES was, on the _ 8th
day of June, 2023, appointed
personal representative of the
estate of DARRY ROWLES, de-
ceased, who died on March 23,
2023, and was authorized to ad-
minister said estate without
court supervision.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the clerk of this
court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
19th day of June, 2023.
Jon Eads
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
Michael J. Huffman
Attorney No. 31350-90
DALE, HUFFMAN
& BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue
Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566
Attorney for Estate
CR 17-5,12-2023- HSPAXLP

THE
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Find it - Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141




Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

dual

Jay County was looking
for a strong finish meet to

carry them into the
Wabash Valley Conference
Championship.

That is exactly what
they got in their final dual
meet of the regular sea-
son.

The Jay County Summer
Swim Team dismantled
Yorktown for a 771-178 vic-
tory on Monday afternoon
at Portland Water Park.

Jay County’s victory
included sweeps of the 15-
and-older boys and girls,
13-14-year-old boys and
girls and 9-10-year-old girls
age groups.

Mara Bader and
Matthew Fisher both won
three events to contribute
to the 15-and-older sweep.
Bader took the 200-meter
open freestyle, breast-
stroke and short freestyle
while Fisher won the 200
open freestyle, butterfly
and backstroke.

Addisyn Champ and
Sophie Warvel were both
victorious in a trio of
events for the 9-10-year-old
girls. Champ won back-
stroke, breaststroke and
short freestyle with
Warvel handling the long
freestyle, butterfly and
individual medley.

Carson Westgerdes’ vic-
tories in the backstroke

Sports

www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Elly Byrum swims the backstroke during the 11-12-year-old girls
medley relay in the Jay County Summer Swim Team’s 771-178 victory over
Yorktown on Monday at Portland Water Park. The team was one of 15 different
relay teams that had first-place finishes for Jay County in the meet.

individual medley and
breaststroke propelled the
13-14-year-old boys.

Cora Arnold (8-and-
younger) and Grady
Warvel  (11-12-year-old)

were the only triple-win-
ners from their age
groups. Arnold won the
long freestyle, individual
medley and short freestyle
while Warvel beat the field

Yankees to hire Casey

By GARY PHILLIPS

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

A new mayor is coming
to New York City.

The Yankees will hire
Sean Casey to be their new
lead hitting coach. Per
the New York Post’s Joel
Sherman, Casey’s deal is
for the rest of the 2023 sea-
son.

Your One-Stop
Print Shop

We save you time and money

GRAP

PRINTING

309 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

print@thecr.com

i

The club fired Dillon
Lawson on Sunday after
less than two seasons in the
same job. As of Sunday, the
Yankees planned on retain-
ing assistant hitting coach-
es Casey Dykes and Brad
Wilkerson.

“I'm just really excited
about having this opportu-
nity in the second half to
impact the guys in the line-

“We design, copyand &
 deliver on many orders!

260-126-8141
Count on us for all of your
copying needs:

Flyers ¢ Posters * Business Cards « Carbonless Forms
Full-color or B & W Postcards * Brochures

IC

up,” Casey, aformer Cincin-
nati Red, said in a state-
ment provided by the team.
“The Yankees have a lot of
professional hitters, and
I'm looking forward to con-
necting with them and get-
ting on the same page.”
Brian Cashman said that
he wanted to venture out-
side the organization for
Lawson’s replacement.

S
N

in the backstroke, individ-
ual medley and breast-
stroke.

The swimmers also won
15 of 18 relays to close the
regular season.

Portland Rockets host the
Muncie Chiefs tonight,
See Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Tickets sell
out quickly

dpa
Tribune News Service
BERLIN — Tickets for
a second NFL game
in Frankfurt between
the New England Patri-
ots and the Indianapolis
Colts were sold within a
few minutes on Tuesday.
Fans shared pictures
of the virtual queue set
up by the ticket provider
on social media. In some
cases, those in line would
see more than two mil-
lion people ahead of
them seeking tickets.
“Fans have tried to buy
tickets through more
than three million
devices. Of course there
are people who used
more than one device to
increase their chances.
Nevertheless, the
demand is insane,”
NFL Germany general
manager Alexander Ste-
inforth told dpa.
Frankfurt will host
two NFL regular season
games, the other one
between Super Bowl
champions Kansas City
Chiefs and Miami Dol-
phins and also sold out.
The Chiefs, led by star
quarterback Patrick
Mahomes, host the Dol-
phins on November 5,
while the Patriots wel-
come the Colts a week
later on Nov. 12. Both
games will take place at
Eintracht Frankfurt’s
Deutsche Bank Park.
Those who wanted to
buy a ticket had to regis-
ter beforehand to receive
a code to join the sale.
However, the measure
was not enough to stop
scammers.

] 1 | of Portiand

CFord>

GENUINE
PARTS

Colis to
play in
Germany
on Nov. 12

Tickets were already
being offered for resale
online at ludicrous
prices. Originally, tickets
were costing between €75
($82.44) and €225, depend-
ing on the category.

American football is
increasingly growing
in Germany. Last year,
the country hosted its
first NFL game between
the Seattle Seahawks and
the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers in Munich. Organ-
izers said they could have
sold over three million
tickets for that game if
possible.

“At that time, we had
already sensed an incred-
ible anticipation among
the people, which was
then reflected in the
interest in tickets. But we
have noticed that we have
made another big leap in
terms of demand,” Stein-
forth said.

“Due to the enormous
demand, we have reduced
the number of tickets per
buyer. We have gone
down from six to four,” he
added.
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Moser
Motors

$15,995

20117 Ford Fusion

SE AWD A/T P/S P/IB T/W C/C PW
Heated Seats/Leather, 2.0 L

TF757C

014 Dodge Chal

Rallye Redline Coup A/T P/S P/B T/W C/C, Leather-
Seats, Alloy Wheels, 50,245 miles

PC0050

$23,995

2014 Gheurolet Silverado

LT Crew Cab, 4x4, A/T P/S P/B T/W C/C,
Spray-In Liner, Alloy Wheels

PT0190

$22,495

4x4, 2.7 Eco-Boost A/T P/S P/B TW C/C,
Rear View Camera, Alloy Wheels, Low Miles

$33,495

2018 Chevrolet Silverad

Double Cab, 4x4 LTZ, A/T P/S P/B T/W C/C
Nav-Rear View Camera/Tonneau Cover, Chrome

Wheels, Nice Truck

$29,995
“EE .

2017 Mustang GT
Premium Coupe, A/T P/S P/B T/W, C/C, Leath-
er, Triple Yellow Tri-Coat Paint Alloy Wheels

$35,495
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