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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  81 degrees on Tues-
day. The low early in the day
was 54.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 60s. Expect part-

ly cloudy skies Friday with a
high in the mid 80s. Highs are
expected to remain in the 80s
through at least Sunday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Commissioners
have scheduled a special meet-
ing for 11 a.m. Friday at Jay
County Courthouse. The agen-
da includes the county’s
school resource officer agree-
ment with Jay School Corpo-
ration. (Jay School Board
approved the agreement Mon-
day.)

Friday — Preview of  the
Indiana State Fair cheerlead-
ing contest.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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JCDC has agreed to a
contract with the county,
through the end of  the year.

Jay County Development
Corporation’s board of
directors on a 11-2 vote with
two abstentions Tuesday
approved a contract with
the county for the remain-
der of  2023.

They plan to consider an
agreement for 2024 once the
county’s budgeting process
is complete in October.

Tuesday’s vote came
after a lengthy discussion
about the contract, which
was presented as an 18-
month deal but without a
financial commitment for
2024. County commission-
ers Chad Aker and Brian
McGalliard said the
amount would not be avail-
able until after Jay County
Council goes through its
budget process. (The budg-
et is typically finalized in
October.)

JCDC board members
expressed concern about
the lack of  a financial com-
mitment for 2024.

That led to board mem-
ber Ron Laux asking if  the
contract could be limited to
six months. Board mem-
bers then discussed
whether it was wise to
enter into a short contract
with no guarantees beyond
Dec. 31, some asking why
the contract was needed at
all.

County attorney Wes
Schemenaur at one point
likened the negotiations to
a divorce settlement, saying
that there were trust issues
across the board and that
the contract lays out the
details so everyone is on the
same page.

See JCDC page 2

Agreement
covers ’23;
plan is to
revisit ’24

later this year

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A planned project to ren-
ovate the restroom/conces-
sion building at Runkle-
Miller Field has been
scaled back at the request
of  the team.

Portland Park Board on
Tuesday agreed to reduce
the scale of  the renovation
project it approved early
this year.

At its February meeting,
the park board approved a
plan that would have
removed block walls to cre-
ate two family restrooms
that would be Americans
with Disabilities Act com-
pliant. The project also
included a new three-bay
sink and hot water heater
for the concession area.

The facility had been the
subject of  discussions for
10 months at that point.
Upgrades had been includ-
ed in the city’s five-year
master park plan, but an
effort to get grant funding
for a new facility was
unsuccessful.

Portland Rockets man-
ager Randy Miller, Dru

Hall, Randy Fisher and
other supporters of  the
team visited Tuesday’s
meeting to request that the
project be scaled back.
They expressed concern
that having only the two
family restrooms at the
field would not be suffi-
cient, saying crowds have
reached as many as 400
this season.

Instead, they asked that
existing restrooms remain
as they are, with a urinal
that was not functioning
properly be reinstalled.

Hall said the team is
hopeful to be able to raise
funds in order to be able to
build a new restroom, con-
cession and press box
facility behind home plate
in the coming years.

After about a half-hour
discussion, park board
members voted to amend
the approved project to
include just the sink and
water heater. They also
agreed to have the urinal
re-installed.

Board members also
reviewed rules for Marion
Splash House as part of
their discussion about
implementing stricter
rules at Portland Water
Park. 

In June, the board dis-
cussed issues regarding
fighting, underage drink-
ing and other issues, with
Brewster asking if  water
park staff  could start
doing bag checks at the
door.

See Project page 5
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The Journey ends Friday.
At least, the marching band

part of  it.
The Jay County High School

Marching Patriots will con-
clude their summer season Fri-

day as they take their show
— Journey — to the Indiana
State Fair Band Day competi-
tion.

The idea for the show grew
out of  a theme — faith, hope
and love — that JCHS director
Chuck Roesch has been think-

ing about for several years. But
he was struggling to figure out
how to portray and abstract
concept like faith.

Through the process of  think-
ing and researching, he stum-
bled upon the Maya Angelou
poem “A Brave and Startling

Truth.” He liked it. The speaker
in the poem discusses a world
free from war, racism, hate and
fear that is only attainable
when humanity reaches its full
potential. He felt it summed up
faith, hope and love. 

See ‘Journey’ page 5

Band prepping for final ‘Journey’

The Jay County High School Marching Patriots have a big

Super group

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Summer band has some
unique rules.

Students are allowed to begin
participating before they reach
high school.

They are also allowed to con-
tinue the summer after gradua-
tion.

This year, the Jay County High
School Marching Patriots have
seven members taking advan-
tage of  that latter opportunity.

Of  the 86 Marching Patriots,
seven — Jordan Wickey, Brooke
Stauffer, Owen Ransom, Destiny
McManus, Thomas Charles,
Kolby Baldwin and Alex Ardiz-
zone — have already walked
across the stage with their diplo-
mas. (Two more, Azael Navarro-
Garcia and Sophia Shumaker
are helping with the giant flyover
flag.)

Their reasons for coming back
vary.

Some felt the need to give back.
Others wanted to continue

their learning experience and
hold on as long as possible.

And some had the desire to
make up for an opportunity lost.

“I think a lot of  the super sen-
iors that decided to come back
this year did this again because
we had to miss out on our 2020
year,” said snare drummer Des-
tiny McManus, “and we kind of
wanted to fulfill that moment of
doing summer band for that last
season.”

See Super page 5

Seven 2023
graduates

returned for a
final summer

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Thomas Charles, a 2023 Jay County High School graduate who served as the
Marching Patriots’ drum major for the last two years, is back with the band this summer as
a “super senior.” He is one of seven of his classmates who chose to come back for an
additional year, with two more assisting with the band’s giant flag prop.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Fist bump
Cooper Wright, 6, bumps fists with Portland police officer

Dustin Garringer at Hudson Family Park on Tuesday. Local law
enforcement hosted National Night Out event at the park in Portland
this year, drawing more than 200 people for free food and balloons as
well as tours of emergency vehicles.

Project scaled back

Rockets request time to
fundraise for new building



Hit pedestrian
A Portland woman hit

another person along
Water Street about 8:30 a.m.
Friday.

Eunice White, 72, was
driving her 2004 Jeep
Grand Cherokee east on
Water Street while Laurie
F. Loyd was getting her
mail. White told police she
thought she had moved
over enough when she
heard a loud noise and dis-
covered she had struck
Loyd.

Damage is estimated at
less than $1,000. Loyd com-
plained of  back pain but
declined medical treatment
from emergency respon-
ders.

Off road
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and $25,000
after an Illinois man drove
off  Indiana 26 and rolled
his vehicle about 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Joseph A. Moreno, 33,
Warrenville, was driving a
2020 Ford Edge southeast
on the highway and driving
along the curve near Divi-
sion Road when he lost con-
trol and drove off  the road.
The vehicle went airborne,

according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office accident
report, and rolled several
times. Moreno told police
he was driving too fast.

The vehicle Moreno was
driving — it’s registered to
Imperial Service Systems
of  Lombard, Illinois — was
towed. Moreno sustained a
scrape on his head.
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Friday
Iliff, Chad: 11 a.m., First

Church of the Nazarene, 920 S.
Shank St., Portland. 

Saturday
Wood, James: 10:30 a.m.,

Fort Recovery Church of the
Nazarene, 401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
JCDC board member Brian

Alexander made the initial motion
to approve the contract only for
the remainder of  2023, saying he
felt commissioners had made a
verbal commitment to working
with and funding the organization
moving forward.

“I think that, at some level, you
have to have trust in one another,”
he said. “These guys are account-
able to the public, and so is the
council. … They’ve represented
that their intention is to continue
to work with JCDC. I think we
have to take them at their word.”

Ron Laux, Bryan Alexander, Pete
Byrum, John Boggs, Jack Robbins,
Mark Leavell, Barb Street, Rob
Keisling, Joe Johnston, Alicia Cor-
win, Mary Adair and Josh Atkin-
son voted in favor. Mike Medler
and Chad Towell voted against the
agreement, with Tabby Sprunger
and Cindy Bracy abstaining.

As approved the contract lays
out services JCDC is expected to
provide, including being a point of
contact for businesses interested
in locating in Jay County, recruit-
ing new business, meeting with
existing businesses to ensure their
needs are being met, serving as a
liaison for Jay County municipali-
ties for grants, providing
resources to the county’s grant
writer, assisting businesses with
tax abatements and other econom-

ic development activities. The
organization is also required to
report to county commissioners
and county council on at least a
quarterly basis and provide writ-
ten reports at board and executive
committee meetings.

The contract also requires that a
member of  Jay County Commis-
sioners and Jay County Council
serve on both the JCDC board and
its executive committee.

The contract calls for $41,127.49
in county funding for JCDC for the
remainder of  the year. (It received
$105,000 earlier this year, for a
total of  $146,127.49.)

That’s down from $230,000 in
2024, with the elimination of  the
Jay County Community Develop-
ment position that has been vacant
for about a year. (Commissioners
plan to hire someone to handle
those duties, with Aker saying he’s
hopeful that process can be com-
plete by the end of  the month.)

Richards pointed out that thus
far, JCDC has been expected to
continue handling all of  the com-

munity development duties
despite the elimination of  the posi-
tion.

In other business, JCDC’s board:
•Heard and approved the 2022

audit report from Scott Bollen-
bacher and Hannah Hughes of  Bol-
lenbacher and Associates. They
said there was no fraud or errors
found as well as no deficiencies
with internal controls. The board
also discussed whether an audit or
review should be used next year, as
Bollenbacher will no longer offer
audits. (Bollenbacher said he feels
a review would be sufficient.)

•Reviewed its financial report. As
part of  that review, they discussed
private contributions to JCDC,
with Brian McGalliard noting that
they have gone down over the
years. Richards explained that they
have mostly come from banks and
financial institutions, with contri-
butions going down as banks have
merged or moved resources else-
where. They also talked about the
possibility of  approaching local
industry for financial support.

Big day
Batman takes a selfie

with visitors to the inaugural
Jay Community Day hosted
by Jay County Fair Board on
Saturday. The event focused
on getting children ready for
the start of school — Jay
School Corporation returns
to classes Aug. 10 —
included distributing about
400 free backpacks and a
variety of other school
supplies.

Photo provided

JCDC ...

Capsule Reports

Contract details services to provide,
financial support to be given by county

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $95

billion

Mega Millions
8-24-30-45-61
Mega Ball: 12
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$1.25 billion

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-1-9
Daily Four: 4-0-4-5
Quick Draw: 1-3-19-21-

22-24-26-36-41-43-44-47-57-
58-64-71-73-75-77-79

Evening
Daily Three: 9-4-0
Daily Four: 7-9-7-2
Quick Draw: 6-12-14-

15-25-26-32-33-38-42-48-51-
53-56-62-65-66-76-77-79

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-5-9
Pick 4: 9-8-0-4
Pick 5: 2-3-0-5-8
Evening
Pick 3: 9-6-8
Pick 4: 8-8-4-0
Pick 5: 2-2-4-8-9
Rolling Cash: 13-19-22-

35-38

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.29
Oct. corn ..................4.84
Wheat ......................5.64

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn .........................5.77
Oct./Nov. corn ........4.89
Dec. corn ..................4.99

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................5.42
Sept. corn ................4.79
Beans ......................13.67

Sept. beans ............12.82
Wheat ...................... 6.07

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.41
Late Aug. corn ........5.08
Beans ......................13.79
Late Aug. beans ....13.74
Wheat ......................6.02

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.23
Aug. corn ................4.65
Beans ......................13.85
Aug. beans..............13.80
Wheat ......................5.89

Lotteries

In 1492, explorer
Christopher Columbus
began his first trans-
Atlantic voyage in
search of  a westward
route to India, leaving
Palos, Spain, with his
three ships — the Niña,
the Pinta and the Santa
María.

In 1900, journalist
Ernie Pyle was born
near Dana, Indiana.
Pyle studied journalism
at Indiana University
and won a Pulitzer
Prize for reporting in
1944 for his coverage of
the World War II cam-
paigns in North Africa,
Italy and France.

In 1977, Tom Brady
was born in San Mateo,
California. Brady, a
sixth-round draft pick
out of  the University of

Michigan, led the New
England Patriots to six
Super Bowl victories
and the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers to another. He
has been named Super
Bowl MVP five times.

In 1998, Jay School
Board hired William
Jones as the new Jay
County High School
principal during a spe-
cial meeting. Jones had
served as principal at
New Palestine since
1983.

In 2015, Jay School
Board hired Chris Krieg
as the new Jay County
High School boys bas-
ketball coach. He
replaced Craig Teagle,
who resigned in July to
take the same position
at Huntington North.

—The CR

CR almanac

86/62 83/63 86/64 79/61 80/59
Mostly

sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast Friday
with a high in
the mid to
upper 80s.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with  a high
near 80
degrees.

There’s a
40% chance
of thunder-
storms Mon-
day under
mostly cloudy
skies.

There’s a
30% chance of
rain Saturday
under mostly
cloudy skies.
Chance of
thunderstorms
late.

Sunday
has a 50%
chance of
thunder-
storms
throughout the
day.

Friday
8/4

Saturday
8/5

Sunday
8/6

Monday
8/7

Tuesday
8/8

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

Friday
11 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-

torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.,
Portland.



By KEVIN DOULENS
With summer wrapping

up and school starting,
preparing for school sport-
ing events is in full swing.

Practices have started
and, with that, injuries
can happen. There are
injuries that are more
common than others and
there are steps that can be
taken to help prevent
these injuries. 

Common injuries
There are common

sports injuries that fall
into two categories, acute
and overuse.

Acute injuries involve
sudden trauma, such as
sprains, strains, bruises
and fractures. Overuse
injuries are a result of
repeated smaller stresses
or injuries which result in

injury to the bones, mus-
cles or tendons. 

Some common sports
injuries include:

•Ankle sprain
•Plantar fasciitis
•Tennis elbow or golfer’s

elbow
•ACL (anterior cruciate

ligament) injury/tear
•Meniscus tear
•Shoulder overuse 
•Rotator cuff  tear
•Stress fractures

Preventing injuries
Thorough warm-ups

and stretching before any
sporting activity can often
prevent an overuse injury.

It is often suggested to
use the 10% rule — do not
increase your activity or
intensity by more than
10% per week. Also, mix-
ing up the routine or
avoiding the same work-
out or activity every day
can help reduce the
instance of  an overuse
injury.

Overuse injuries
account for almost half  of
all sports injuries in
young adults. 

Promoting injury pre-
vention can help prevent
and reduce overuse and
trauma injuries, includ-
ing: 

•Recognizing the impor-
tance of  rest as part of
being an athlete

•Having a pre-season
physical

•Diligently performing
warm-up and cool down
routines before each activ-
ity

•Using proper strength
training routines and
being careful not to lift too
heavy too quickly

•Drinking enough water
based on activity and tem-
perature levels

•Adhering to proper
nutrition

•Using and maintaining
proper equipment, includ-
ing shoe wear

•Working with an athlet-
ic trainer, coach or physi-
cian if  they are having any
pain.

Seeing a doctor
Minor injuries are com-

mon for active kids

involved in sports. Howev-
er, there are warning signs
when a specialist should be
seen:

•Inability to play follow-
ing an acute injury

•Pain or decreased ability
to play because of  compli-
cations following an injury

•Limp, loss of  motion or
swelling needs to be care-
fully evaluated

•Visible deformity of  the
athlete’s arm or leg and
severe pain from acute
injuries that prevent the
use of  an arm or leg are all
indicators that you should
seek medical intervention

Getting prompt treat-
ment for an injury can pre-
vent minor injuries from
becoming a more serious
injury or chronic problem.
Sports activities are meant

to be fun and are also a good
way to keep our bodies
healthy. Regardless of  age,
warming up and stretching
prior to any physical activi-
ty, including athletics and
exercise, is always a good
idea. 

In addition, receiving
expert training on proper
techniques, wearing appro-
priate and well-fitting
equipment and safety gear,
and abiding by the rules of
the game will all go a long
way toward keeping sports
safe.

••••••••••
Doulens is a board-certi-

fied orthopedic surgeon
with elite training, special-
izing in sports medicine
and shoulder surgery at IU
Health Orthopedics and
Sports Medicine in Muncie.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be

served at 6:30 p.m. and
the meeting will begin at
7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and rela-
tives who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry

building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk. 

SOFT SHOULDERS —
A support group for any-
one suffering from mem-
ory loss, will meet at
10:30 a.m. the first Friday
of  each month in the
Fireplace Room at Edel-
weiss Place at Swiss Vil-
lage in Berne. For more
information, call (260)
589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Aug. 4, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the
West Walnut Church of
Christ fellowship hall,
204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land. (Please enter from
the door facing the alley
on the north side of  the
building.) For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Watch out for common sports injuries

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I am a married
man (15 years) with three chil-
dren, and I am a recovering
alcoholic. My marriage has
been a roller coaster filled with
lies, infidelity (my wife’s),
abuse and drinking. I am in an
outpatient alcohol program to
save myself, my family and my
marriage. 

My wife is talking to other
men. She communicates via
text, on social media and in per-
son, saying it’s non-sexual. She
constantly tells me they are bet-
ter than I am, that I’m a loser
and I’ll get what I deserve
(meaning losing her and the
children).

I still want to save my mar-
riage. I know I have been a poor
husband due to the drinking,
but that is changing. I keep try-
ing to convince her to give me a
little time to prove that I can be
a brand-new, sober, honest man.
She says it’s too late and that I
pushed her into the arms of
others. She says she no longer
loves me and is going to divorce
me. She evidently has hired an
attorney. 

Our children beg her all the
time to not divorce me, not to
seek others and to let Dad show
he is changing. I’m lost, angry,
hurt and anxious. I want to save
my family and somehow con-
vince her that I’m better than
the person she has seen. Is the
trauma too much to overcome?
— MIDDLE OF THE STORM

DEAR MIDDLE: Although
you may desperately want to
save your marriage, for your
own sake, it’s time to face
facts. Your wife has an attor-
ney, plans to leave the mar-
riage and is seeing other peo-
ple. She’s no longer interest-
ed in saving the marriage. 

That you are in a program
to help you overcome your
addiction is laudable, but

paramount now is that you
do everything you can to heal
yourself. It will make you a
better father to your chil-
dren if  you are fully present.
You may need professional
counseling to help you
through this painful period
so you can map out a better
future for you and the kids. 

Talk to an attorney for
reassurance that your wife
cannot take them from you.
You already have their love.
They see you are trying to
better yourself. Let nothing
stand in the way of  that.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband is

addicted to our home security
cameras. He, my 19-year-old
daughter and I live in a town-
house, in which he has installed
no fewer than 20 cameras in and
around our home. He’s always
looking at them, when I’m on
my way out to run errands or to
visit my older daughter and
even while we are eating dinner.
He has started keeping a log of
my daughter’s and my activities
and what our neighbors are

doing. What is wrong with him?
— UNDER A MICROSCOPE IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR UNDER A MICRO-
SCOPE: Does your husband
have a job or any outside
interests besides what you,
your daughter and the neigh-
bors are doing? His compul-
sion may be caused by inse-
curity, paranoia or a need to
control. 

Have you ASKED him why
he feels the need to do this?
While it’s not unusual for
families to install security
systems in their homes, your
husband’s obsession is over
the top. This isn’t normal
behavior, and something may
be wrong with him.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I live with a

man who sits around the house
all day. If  I’m outside doing
yardwork, he’ll sit on the porch
and watch without offering to
help. He’s retired and doesn’t
work. He’s 59 and does nothing
but sit up all night and sleep
half  the day. Any comments? —
DOES IT ALL IN KENTUCKY

DEAR DOES IT ALL: Have
you asked the man who is liv-
ing with you for help? (I
notice you did NOT refer to
him as your husband.) If  you
have and he refused, my com-
ment is that your porch-sit-
ter appears to be lazy and
unmotivated. He may feel
that because he’s no longer
in the workforce, he doesn’t
have to do anything else until
the good lord claims him,
which may be sooner than he
thinks if  he doesn’t get up
and do some exercise. 

In dealing with someone
like him, try coming up with
a way to motivate him, hire
someone to help with the
yardwork or trade him in for
a younger, more energetic
model. (I’m only half-joking
about that last option.)

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Your
Health
Matters

Man fights to reclaim his life from alcoholism
Dear
Abby
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Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

All the doomsday talk about a
public transit death spiral? Shake
it off. Because fans going to Tay-
lor Swift’s concerts are fueling a
city-by-city transit boom that
points the way to reviving slump-
ing ridership by improving serv-
ice for leisure travelers and non-9-
to-5 commuters.

Cities across the country have
seen ridership surge from
“Swifties” choosing to take tran-
sit to the star’s sold-out Eras Tour.
In Atlanta, nearly 140,000 people
took transit to see Swift perform
over three nights — that’s triple
the normal weekend ridership. In
Chicago, the concerts generated
43,000 bus and train trips, and the
system had the highest weekly
ridership in three years.

And when Swift comes to SoFi
Stadium in Inglewood for six
shows starting Aug. 3, the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority will
add service and extend hours to

accommodate some of  the esti-
mated 60,000 fans expected per
performance. Metro will run
shuttles to the stadium from
select stations on the C line
between Redondo Beach and Nor-
walk and the K rail line between
West Adams and the LAX area.
Trains throughout the system
will run until around 2 a.m.,
rather than the usual midnight
stop time.

The goal is to meet the tremen-
dous demand concert-goers have
demonstrated in other cities and
woo more Angelenos and visitors
to public transit for their social
and leisure travel.

Big-city transit agencies have
traditionally designed service for

9-to-5 work commuters. Travelers
outside those peak times, includ-
ing people working night or
weekend shifts, picking up kids
from school, going to a midday
doctor’s appointment, or visiting
friends on a Saturday or Sunday,
had longer — sometimes much
longer — wait times than rush-
hour riders.

That model disadvantages non-
9-to-5 workers and people who
rely on transit as their only mode
of  transportation, and it was
already being reconsidered
before the COVID-19 pandemic.
Metro, for example, planned a
major overhaul of  the bus system
to provide more frequent, reliable
service throughout the day and
on evenings and weekends.

The pandemic completely
upended the business model of
most public transit agencies. The
rise of  remote work, decline in
ridership, increase in public safe-
ty concerns and falling revenue
has hastened fears of  the collapse

of  public transit, when major sys-
tems end up cutting service, shed-
ding more riders and losing pub-
lic confidence.

But many transit agencies see
growth opportunities. In Los
Angeles, Metro’s weekend rider-
ship on buses and rail lines has
rebounded faster than weekday
travel. Weekend travel was near
pre-pandemic levels in June,
thanks to big weekend events for
Pride Month, CicLAvia in South
L.A and the opening of  the
Regional Connector, which drew
100,000 people on opening day.

Metro recognizes there is a big
market for off-peak and weekend
travels, said Conan Cheung, chief
operations officer. As the agency
restores service cut during the
pandemic, it’s reducing the tradi-
tional wait-time disparities dur-
ing peak and non-peak travel,
reducing frequency in peak travel
time and increasing frequency
for evening and weekend riders.

Metrolink, the six-county

Southern California commuter
rail network, is still well below its
pre-pandemic weekday ridership,
but its weekend service has
bounced back. The agency is
working with tourism agencies to
promote Metrolink as an option
for weekend outing and attract-
ing leisure riders with special
service, including running trains
to last weekend’s X Games at the
Ventura County Fairgrounds.

Of  course, a few concerts and
special events alone won’t save
public transit. Riders won’t
return if  the service isn’t easy to
use, fast and safe. But big events
present an opportunity to show-
case the individual and collective
benefits of  buses and trains, and
that’s important because getting
people out of  cars is essential to
reduce emissions and fight cli-
mate change.

Metro is right to meet the
Swifties with plenty of  transit
service, and keep it up. Beyoncé
comes to town in September.

Can Swift fans save public transit?

By NATE LAMAR
The mid-July summit of

the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) in
Vilnius, Lithuania, was the
second to take place follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. But it was the
first to take place following
the most recent expansion
of  NATO.

Finland joined in April.
On July 10, Turkey’s

President Recep Erdogan
ended his veto against
Sweden. It is therefore now
up to Turkey’s parliament
to ratify Sweden’s member-
ship.

These are challenging,
though encouraging, times
for an alliance that had
become moribund before
the war.

As a young lieutenant in
Germany, I was fortunate
to have an atypical assign-
ment working at the grass-
roots level of  NATO.
Instead of  being stationed
at a more common Cold
War-era U.S. Army unit on
a compound with thou-
sands of  soldiers, civilian
employees and depend-
ents, I was the liaison/lin-
guist officer for a detach-
ment of  40 Americans on a
Bundeswehr (German
Army) base of  2,000 Ger-
man soldiers and lived “on
the economy” in a rural
town. In such a small unit,
officers wore many hats:  I
also served as Platoon
Leader, S-2 (Intelligence
Officer), Executive Officer
and acting Commander.

By this time, as the Cold
War was over, terrorism
had become a bigger con-
cern within NATO (IRA,
PLO, ETA, etc.). Having
earlier graduated from the
individual terrorism
awareness course at the
JFK Special Warfare Cen-
ter at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, I taught counter-
terrorism within our
Group, whose area covered
much of  two German
states. My unit was inacti-
vated in 1992, at which
point I chose to depart
active duty, was honorably
discharged, and returned
home to begin my civilian
career and, later, MBA
school.

Many more Cold War-era
units in Germany were
inactivated during this
same period. As a result,
NATO became a hollowed-
out alliance, with most
allies spending less and
less on their defense (the
so-called “Peace Divi-
dend”). While it was
refreshing to see many for-

merly Communist coun-
tries gain their freedom,
with most becoming NATO
members, many allies
became dependent on
Russian petroleum.

Many of  these newly
free NATO members part-
nered with various Nation-
al Guards. For example,
the Indiana National
Guard helped train Slova-
kia’s army, while the Cali-
fornia National Guard
helped train Ukraine’s
army. 

Having watched the
NATO public forum simul-
cast from Vilnius, I was
reminded that Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia are
true frontiers of  freedom.
In fact, Vilnius is located
about halfway between the
border with Belarus, a
Russian ally, and Kalin-
ingrad, the Russian
enclave on the Baltic Sea.
Among the panelists were
Senators Thom Tillis (R-
North Carolina) and
Jeanne Shaheen (D-New
Hampshire), who co-chair
the U.S. Senate NATO
Observers Group. They
were joined by a French
senator and the speaker of
Lithuania’s senate. All
stated that China is watch-
ing NATO’s response to
Russia’s war in Ukraine
very closely. Could Taiwan
be next?

As I now represent my
employer on NATO’s
Industrial Advisory Group
(NIAG), I am reminded
that next year’s NATO
Summit will take place in
Washington, D.C. At that
time, our country will be in
the midst of  a presidential
election that could include
an isolationist as one of
the major party nominees.
This is clearly not the time
to turn back the clock to
1920s/1930s isolationism.

Putin invaded Georgia
in 2008 and Crimea in 2014.
The world did nothing.
Every time history repeats
itself, the price goes up.
Ukraine needs us and
NATO needs our continued
leadership of  the alliance.

••••••••••
LaMar, an international

manager, also served as
Henry County Council pres-
ident from 2009 to 2019.

It’s not a time
for isolationism

By ALLISON SCHRAGER
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Too many Americans — and too
many American economists in par-
ticular — have an unhealthy obses-
sion with the 1%: how much money
they make, how much wealth they
have, how they got there, how to join
their ranks, and so on.

Rising economic inequality is a
real problem, and there are under-
standable reasons for this fixation.
But the U.S. would be better off  focus-
ing on more important challenges,
such as how to increase productivity
or improve the economic prospects of
the bottom 50%.

The latest manifestation of  the
inequality obsession is the debate
over the admissions policies of  a
handful of  elite schools. Last week a
new research paper addressed the
issue of  the 1% directly: It estimates
that while children of  lower-income
families have slightly better odds of
getting into elite schools (assuming
they have similar scores) than upper
middle-class students, children of  the
1% have a much better chance than
everyone else. This is an issue that is
elite almost by definition, since most
colleges and universities don’t have
highly selective admissions.

There are other issues where the
debate is too centered on the competi-
tion between the upper middle class
and the rich. Consider the discussion
of  urban housing, which is increas-
ingly focused on why desirable areas
of  many cities are so expensive, or
the attention paid to student loan
debt rather than other forms of  debt
that keep more vulnerable members
of  society down.

The discourse inevitably affects
policy, resulting in student debt relief,
an expansion of  the child income tax
credit to higher earners, industrial

policy for highly skilled jobs, even a
regulatory crackdown on artificial
intelligence. True, some of  these pro-
grams also benefit lower-income peo-
ple, but if  that were the goal they
could be better targeted.

It is also true that the difference
between the upper middle class and
super rich is more of  an economic
issue than it used to be, because more
people are in the upper middle class.
One of  the most striking trends in
inequality has been the hollowing out
of  the middle class since the 1970s.

According to a study from the Pew
Research Center, the middle class
shrank 11 percentage points between
1971 and 2014, from 61% to 50%. Most
of  the decline was due to Americans
joining the upper middle class,
defined as earning at least three
times the median income. The other
striking trend was the growth in
income of  the top 5% — especially the
top 0.01%. The difference in earnings
between someone in the top 10% and
someone in the top 1% is much larger.
So maybe making it to the top 10% no
longer feels like enough for many peo-
ple, and they are obsessed with
improving their status (and becom-
ing more unhappy).

Another possible explanation for
the obsession with the 1%, offered by
one of  the economists who wrote the
paper on admissions, is that they
have extraordinary influence and
power in U.S. society. This justifies
increased attention and scrutiny.

But it is important to note that the
American system is not completely
rigged. The average salary of  an Ivy
League graduate and someone from a
good state school is not very differ-
ent. Most of  the CEOs from top For-
tune 500 companies went to high-
quality state schools such as Texas
A&M. Yes, being born in the top 1%
certainly increases the odds of  going
to an elite school, and going to an
elite school increases the odds of
earning a 1% salary. But this is in
large part because so much job
recruitment takes place at top
schools, where students also have
higher expectations of  what they are
entitled to achieve.

But the data also suggest a simple
solution: Top graduate schools and
employers should expand their
recruiting, because clearly there are
talented students everywhere.

To be clear, I’m not against making
it easier for people to become part of
the 1%; I wouldn’t mind joining
myself. But the competition between
the very rich and the very very rich
is not the most pressing issue of  our
time. America’s resources are not
unlimited, and we should focus on
problems that not only reflect our
values but also promote general pros-
perity.

More Americans may be upper
middle class than ever before, but
there is still a significant population
falling further behind. If  the goal is
broader prosperity and mobility,
then America should worry less
about admissions to elite schools —
and more about K-12 education, job
retraining, and making the labor
market more fluid for people who did-
n’t happen to go to the right school.
Better to focus on the question of
how the bottom 30% can make it into
the top 70% than how the top 10% can
join the top 1%.

Does it matter who gets in?
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We, this people, on a small and lonely planet
Traveling through casual space

Past aloof  stars, across the way of  indifferent suns
To a destination where all signs tell us

It is possible and imperative that we learn
A brave and startling truth

And when we come to it
To the day of  peacemaking
When we release our fingers

From fists of  hostility
And allow the pure air to cool our palms

When we come to it
When the curtain falls on the minstrel show of  hate

And faces sooted with scorn are scrubbed clean
When battlefields and coliseum

No longer rake our unique and particular sons and daughters
Up with the bruised and bloody grass
To lie in identical plots in foreign soil

When the rapacious storming of  the churches
The screaming racket in the temples have ceased

When the pennants are waving gaily
When the banners of  the world tremble

Stoutly in the good, clean breeze

When we come to it
When we let the rifles fall from our shoulders

And children dress their dolls in flags of  truce
When land mines of  death have been removed
And the aged can walk into evenings of  peace

When religious ritual is not perfumed
By the incense of  burning flesh

And childhood dreams are not kicked awake
By nightmares of  abuse

When we come to it
Then we will confess that not the Pyramids

With their stones set in mysterious perfection
Nor the Gardens of  Babylon
Hanging as eternal beauty
In our collective memory
Not the Grand Canyon

Kindled into delicious color
By Western sunsets

Nor the Danube, flowing its blue soul into Europe
Not the sacred peak of  Mount Fuji

Stretching to the Rising Sun
Neither Father Amazon nor Mother Mississippi who, without favor,

Nurture all creatures in the depths and on the shores
These are not the only wonders of  the world

When we come to it
We, this people, on this minuscule and kithless globe

Who reach daily for the bomb, the blade and the dagger
Yet who petition in the dark for tokens of  peace

We, this people on this mote of  matter
In whose mouths abide cankerous words

Which challenge our very existence
Yet out of  those same mouths

Come songs of  such exquisite sweetness
That the heart falters in its labor
And the body is quieted into awe

We, this people, on this small and drifting planet
Whose hands can strike with such abandon

That in a twinkling, life is sapped from the living
Yet those same hands can touch with such healing, irresistible tenderness

That the haughty neck is happy to bow
And the proud back is glad to bend

Out of  such chaos, of  such contradiction
We learn that we are neither devils nor divines

When we come to it
We, this people, on this wayward, floating body

Created on this earth, of  this earth
Have the power to fashion for this earth

A climate where every man and every woman
Can live freely without sanctimonious piety

Without crippling fear

When we come to it
We must confess that we are the possible

We are the miraculous, the true wonder of  this world
That is when, and only when

We come to it.

A Brave and Startling Truth
The Jay County High School Marching Patriots’ 2023 show — Journey — is based on the Maya Angelou poem “A Brave and Startling Truth.’ Angelou com-

posed it for the 50th anniversary of the United Nations in 1995. She dedicated it to “the hope for peace, which lies, sometimes hidden, in every heart.”

Continued from page 1
The entirety of  the 2020

summer band season was
canceled because of  the
coronavirus pandemic,
which broke out in the U.S.
in March of  that year.

For McManus, this
marks her fifth year with
the Marching Patriots
despite losing her sopho-
more season. (In addition to
staying as a “super senior,”
she got started early during
her eighth grade year as
she took part in 2018’s
Sideshow.)

Though it’s his fourth
year of  marching band,
Charles is back to actually
marching for the first time
since 2019. After the 2020
campaign was called off, he
spent the last two years
atop a ladder directing Jay
County’s band as one of  its
drum majors.

“I feel like I’m having
more fun while marching,”
said Charles.

He had not planned on
coming back, but said he
changed his mind because
director Chuck Roesch is
“one of  the best teachers
I’ve ever had.”

“He gets personal with
you,” Charles said. “He
talks to you one on one.”

From the director’s per-
spective, super seniors are
a gift.

Roesch said in the anato-
my of  a band, the young
kids tend to serve as the
heartbeat, bringing the
energy. The older members
of  the group provide the
wisdom of  experience.

And although the super
seniors aren’t eligible for
official student leadership
positions, they lead by way
of  example and influence.

This year’s large group is
well distributed across the
band, with Ardizzone and
Wickey as the only pair to
share the same section (sax-
ophone). Charles stepped
down from the ladder to
play mellophone, McManus
is a snare drummer, Stauf-
fer plays flute, Baldwin is in
the trumpet section and
Ransom plays trombone.

“In all my years of  expe-
rience as a director, you
can’t ever count on a super
senior coming back,” said
Roesch, noting the time
commitment. “But when
they do, it says an awful lot
about their confidence in
the program, their confi-
dence in the staff  and how
much they just deeply care
about the activity. I look at
that as a sign of  a healthy
organization. …

“It’s a blessing for the
rest of  the kids to get to
spend another summer
with them.”

Ardizzone sees it the
other way around — being
a part of  the band has
meant so much to his life.

He described his younger
self  as “that nerdy, quiet
kid, didn’t have many
friends, socially awkward
and just kind of  stuck to
myself.” On his first day of
band, though, he said, he
made five new friends. He
started opening up.

“I was a totally new per-
son in a span of  six weeks,”
he said.

In June, that once quiet
kid stood in front of  a
packed gym, giving a grad-
uation speech that had the
crowd cheering.

Ardizzone knew during
his freshman season that
he would want to come
back for a super senior
year. 

“Because I can’t imagine
a summer without band,”
he said. “Band has done so
much for me as a person.
I’m never gonna forget
what band has done for me,
ever. …

“I’ve had so many good
memories with band,”
Ardizzone added. “And I felt
that I owed the band some-
how, so I came back one last
time.”

Super ...

Continued from page 1
Water park manager Eliza

Bader said there have also been
problems with vaping and mari-
juana use on the property. She
also suggested implementing an
age restriction to make sure
young children are not coming
to the pool unattended.

The Splash House rules
require anyone younger than 13
to be accompanied by an adult.
They also ban alcohol, tobacco
and drugs and require that all
bags be searched.

Board members plan to

review the rules with plans to
implement their own updates
for the 2024 season.

Bader reported that 127 fami-
ly passes and 43 single passes
have been sold this year, pool
rentals have been fully booked
and a week of  swimming les-
sons drew more than 60 stu-
dents.

She also told the board that
she is interested in continuing
as the water park manager next
year.

The board also accepted the
donation of  a water fountain for

Hudson Family Park from the
Goodrich Family Foundation.

Emily Goodrich told the board
the foundation wanted to make
the donation in honor of  her
parents, John and Sarona
Goodrich. The piece of  equip-
ment will include a convention-
al drinking fountain, a water
bottle filler and a fountain at
ground level for pets.

Plans are to install the foun-
tain along the walking trail in
an area nearby the dog park.

Parks department employee
Matt Shauver told the board

that city crews spent about
seven hours cleaning up debris
in Haynes Park following Satur-
day’s storm. He said plans were
to begin work on the Kelly
Baggs Nature Trail on Wednes-
day.

Shauver also noted that the
motor that runs the filtration
system at Portland Water Park
is nearing the end of  its life. A
new motor is estimated at
$16,000, but he said he’s hopeful
that the existing motor could be
refurbished.

In other business, the board:

•Heard from Shauver that new
pickleball courts to be con-
structed at Milton Miller Park
are expected to be complete this
month.

•Reviewed options for new
playground equipment at
Haynes Park. The board took no
action but will consider the
upgrading equipment as it plans
future capital improvement
projects.

•Learned from Shauver that
shuffleboard courts at Portland
Memorial Park have been paint-
ed.

Continued from page 1
And when he played a

recording of  Angelou read-
ing the poem for the 50th
anniversary of  the United
Nations alongside the
music that composer Alex
Yoder had written, every-
thing fell into place.

“It timed up exactly with
the first hit of  the show,”
Roesch said.

Incorporating the poem
— the recording of
Angelou’s voice is played at
intervals during the show
— got the Marching Patri-
ots off  and running. They
use foot bridges to symbol-
ize the journey, and a fly-
over late in the show indi-
cates achieving the ulti-
mate destiny.

For some, that moment
is when the show hits its
apex.

“My favorite part is
when all of  the bridges
are out and the flyover
goes over,” said senior
color guard member
Audrey Hummer. “It just
all puts everything togeth-
er.”

“When you see the fly-
over, it says, ‘My Des-
tiny,’” added senior Tren-
ton Franks, who is a mem-
ber of  the front ensemble.
“And that can be kind of
summed up into our show.
It’s the destiny of  who you
are.”

Franks also hinted that
his section may be work-
ing on some additional

surprises for Friday’s
competition.

At the Indiana State
Fair, the Marching Patri-
ots will take to the track
in front of  the grandstand
for preliminary competi-
tion at 2:09 p.m. Prelimi-
nary awards are sched-
uled for 4:30 p.m., with the
top 16 bands returning for
the finals at 8 p.m.

After finishing seventh
at the state fair last year,
Jay County seems primed
to climb back into the top
five. (They were third each
year from 2016 through ’19
and fourth in 2021.)

The Marching Patriots
opened the summer sea-
son with a second-place
finish at home in the Jay

County Lions Band Con-
test and have since fin-
ished third in Muncie
Spirit of  Sound, fifth in
the Anderson Tartan
Tournament of  Bands and
fourth in the Drums at
Winchester.

Defending Indiana State
Fair champion Kokomo is
undefeated on the sum-
mer and is the favorite to
repeat, though Muncie
Central has been hot on
its heels. Jay County looks
to be in the mix for the
next several spots along
with Anderson, Richmond
and Centerville. Those
four bands have finished
in various orders behind
in the No. 3 through 5
spots all summer.

While Roesch and vari-
ous band members
acknowledged the hope to
place as high as possible,
the ultimate goal for Fri-
day doesn’t hinge on
scores or ordinals.

“Everybody going out
there and giving their
all,” said senior flute play-
er Alexander Smith.
“Going in, being prepared
and just running with the
ball, and having fun while
doing it.

“I want to be able to
walk off  that field, both
day show and night show,
cheering everybody on,
patting people on the back
and saying, ‘We did it.’ I
want to feel like it’s the
best show I’ve ever done.”

‘Journey’ ...

Project ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The giant flag that reads “My Destiny” flies over the Jay County High School Marching Patriots’ color guard members
Tuesday night during the band’s Indiana State Fair preview performance. JCHS will take the track for competition at the state fair
at 2:09 p.m. Friday. Preliminary awards are at 4:30 p.m., with the top 16 returning for finals at 8 p.m.
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A pair of  hamp sheep stole
the show this year.

Kylinn Myers showed the
grand champion market lamb
and Levi Willmann showed the
grand champion ewe at the 4-H
Sheep Show on July 12.

Willmann was named
advanced showman, taking
home wins for showing the
champion dorset advantage
and southdown ewes as well as
the champion whiteface cross
market lamb.

Myers was named intermedi-
ate showman and showed the
reserve grand champion ewe, a
dorper, the reserve grand
champion market lamb, a natu-
ral-colored market lamb, and
the champion blackface cross
market lamb.

Other results were as fol-
lows:

Dorset
Champion: Ayden Spadlin
Reserve champion: Tinley

Walker

Dorset advantage
Reserve champion: Ayden

Spadlin

Hamp
Champion: Levi Willmann

Natural-colored
Champion: Carter Link
Reserve champion: Tinley

Walker

Commercial blackface
Champion: Ella Stockton
Reserve champion: Tinley

Walker

Class 9
1. Levi Willmann

Class 10
1. Ella Stockton
2. Elizabeth Link

Class 11
1. Tinley Walker
2. Luke Fugiett
3. Ayden Spadlin

Whiteface cross
Champion: Trevin Dunning-

ton

Market lambs
Dorset
Champion: Ty Paxson
Reserve champion: Levi Will-

mann

Hamp
Champion: Kylinn Myers
Reserve champion: Madi

Paxson

Class 16
3. Tinley Walker
4. Levi Willmann
5. Elizabeth Link

Horned dorset
1. Ty Paxson

Natural-colored
Grand champion: Kylinn

Myers
Reserve champion: Ella

Stockton

Class 18
1. Jenna Walker
2. Kenzly Blunk
3. Levi Willmann

Class 19
3. Ayden Spadlin

Shrop
Grand champion: Ella Stock-

ton
Reserve champion: Trevin

Dunnington

Class 20
3. Madi Paxson

Southdown
Champion: Ty Paxson

Blackface cross
Reserve champion: Ella

Stockton

Class 22
3. Jenna Walker
4. Kadilynn Stout

Class 23
1. Tinley Walker
2. Madi Paxson
3. Carter Link
4. Ayden Spadlin

Whiteface cross
Reserve champion: Luke

Fugiett

Class 24
3. Dillon Dunnington

Rate of  gain
1. Jenna Walker
2. Kadilynn Stout
3. Ty Paxson

Showmanship
Junior: Kenzly Blunk
Senior: Ella Stockton

Reserve showmanship
Junior: Jenna Walker
Intermediate: Tinley Walker
Senior: Madi Paxson
Advanced: Ella Stockton

Levi Willmann, pictured,
showed the grand champion ewe
July 12 during the Jay County 4-H
sheep show. Kylinn Myers,
pictured at right, showed the
grand champion market lamb. 

Myers, Willmann lead way at sheep show
The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

Matt’s Garage

205 W. Union St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8761
Call us today!

This Area
Church page is
made possible

through
the courtesy of
the following

sponsors!

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,
Portland

p 260.726.2230

This Area
Church page is
made possible

through
the courtesy of
the following

sponsors!

MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist

Indiana 167, 4 miles north
of  Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)

1209 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-

portland.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Porath
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Portland
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road, Fort
Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East and
200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m. (the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day at Pennville Park from
June through September)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist

County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-

christ.org 

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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260-726-5062,
message.
“SEAMSTRESS
HOMEMADE
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Baby Blankets, A
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Orders, Wedding
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Metal roofing
260-273-9776
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SON Constructi
cializing in
seam metal roo
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Continued from page 10
2. Pitching help: 

Hunter Greene could
return to the starting rota-
tion later this month,
while Nick Lodolo could
return by Sept. 1.

The Reds rank 25th in
baseball with a 4.62 ERA
on the season, but they

have the best ERA (3.17)
since the All-Star break.

3. Awesome Abbott:
Rookie Andrew Abbott

(6-2, 1.90 ERA), who starts
Monday’s series opener,
has the third-lowest ERA
in franchise history since
1912 after 10 starts. Only

Tom Browning (1.65 in
1984-85) and Jim Konstan-
ty (1.89 in 1944) have been
better.

4. Speed factor: 
The Reds are tied with

the Tampa Bay Rays for
the Major League lead in
stolen bases (120). That’s

their highest total since
they stole 120 in 2017. The
Reds haven’t led the
National League since
they stole 134 bases in 2015.

5. Determined: 
The Reds are tied for the

MLB lead with 35 come-
back victories. They have

won 17 games in their last
at-bat and have six walk-
off  victories.

6. Confidence: 
Although the Reds have

struggled to beat the
Braves, the best team in
the league, and the Brew-
ers, they are 4-2 against

the Dodgers (59-45), who
own the NL’s second-best
record, with two series vic-
tories.

“We’re still a young
team,” manager David Bell
said, “so to be able to have
success against some of
the best teams in the game
is really important.”

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, August 5,

2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  9660 W 300
S Dunkirk, IN

Open House Sunday,
July 23rd from 1-3 pm or
for private showing con-
tact the auctioneers. 

REAL ESTATE
40 acre farm located in
section 35 Knox town-
ship, Jay County Indi-
ana. Offered in two

tracts and entirety. Tract
1- 2/3 bedroom home
containing 1988 sq ft.
80*44ft pole barn, utility
shed nicely situated on
2.1 acres. Tract 2- 38
acres with 27 acres till-
able balance being
wooded, frontage on
county rd 300 S.
VEHICLES–FARM
EQUIPMENT-SHOP

TOOLS–MISC.
1969 Nova SS 396

engine,  
1968 Chevy 10 pickup
327 engine, 1953 Ford
F250 pickup truck, Ford

860 tractor (parts),
Husqvarna 27 horse MZ
61 zero turn mower,  10
ft wheel disc,  and much

more.
GUNS

Ruger Super Blackhawk
6 shot revolver, Smith
and Wesson 357 mag 6
shot revolver with hol-
ster, Daisy Red Rider
BB gun with box.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD

5 ft. plastic Marathon
sign, “Drink Coca Cola”
cooler, barrel stove,

Camel sign, , 2 combi-
nation safes, Harley
Davidson clock.

OWNERS:  Joyce Cupit
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building at the Jay

County
Fairgrounds, 806 E

Votaw Street, Portland
IN

Thursday Afternoon
AUGUST 3, 2023

5:30 P.M..
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS –TOOLS 
Kenmore washer &amp;
dryer; Ridgeway grand-
father clock; leather
loveseat; (2) Kirby

sweepers; with attach-
ments; Boyds Bear col-
lection; bike; Beam
decanters; Ezra

Brooks decanters; large
lot of jewelry; Craftsman
socket/ratchet set; 12 x
12 canopy; electric

motor; motorcycle hel-
mets; and many other

items not listed.
MICHAEL AND

SHARON FOWLER
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

WANTING Summer help
painting please Call 419-
852-0309. 
ARCHBRIDGE
CHURCH Seeking finan-
cial secretary, part-time
position for application
call 260-726-4235.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FOR SALE SAWDUST
& FIREWOOD J Wood
Products Call or Text
260-251-1154. 415 W
Water St. Portland. 7:00
am-3:00 pm.  
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL 

INTERESTED PARTIES:
NOTICE OF 

SHERIFF'S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of the Superior Court of
Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38D01-2304-MF-000010 wherein
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint
Mortgage Servicing was Plaintiff,
and Zachary Parrish was the
Defendant, requiring me to
make the sum as provided for in
said Decree with interest and
costs, I will expose at public
sale to the highest bidder, on the
7th day of September, 2023, at the
hour of 10:00 AM or as soon
thereafter as is possible at the
Jay County Sheriffs Department
120 North Court Street; 3rd Floor
Courthouse; Portland, IN 47371
in Jay County, Indiana, the fee
simple of the whole body of
Real Estate in Jay County, Indi-
ana.

Real Estate located in
Dunkirk, Jay County, Indiana
and described as follow, to-
wit: Lot numbered Thirty (30)
in Westview Addition, an ad-
dition to the City of Dunkirk,
Indiana.
More commonly known as
603 Layne Dr, Dunkirk, IN
47336 Parcel No. 
38-09-08-304-052.000-014

Together with rents, issues, in-
come, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.

Larry R. Newtown Jr. Sheriff
Phillip A. Norman #13734-64
Benjamin J Pliskie #30407-45
PHILLIP A. NORMAN P.C.

The Sheriffs Department does
not warrant the accuracy of
the street address published
herein.
CR 8-3,10,17-2023 -HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 10
“It does not concern me at all,

actually. I’m very confident with
the group that we have,” he
repeated Tuesday.

“It’s not like we don’t have the
pieces.”

One piece that will be missing
Sunday is midfielder Rose
Lavelle, who played her first full
game since April but was ineffec-
tive and drew her second yellow
card in as many matches, mean-
ing she’ll be suspended for the
round of  16. It’s also a group that
looks as if  it should be playing

with name tags, so unfamiliar do
the players seem with one anoth-
er.

But it’s the team Andonovski
brought to New Zealand, one that
includes a U.S.-record 14 World
Cup rookies and three starters
who came here with fewer than 20
international caps.

Andonovski hasn’t just ignored
metaphorical alarm bells,
though. After a pro-U.S. crowd of
42,958 booed the team off  the field
at the end of  the first half, real
alarm bells started blaring sec-
onds into the second half  when a

fire alarm went off, accompanied
by verbal instructions to leave the
stadium immediately.

Nobody went anywhere, but
the warning, which continued for
an annoying four minutes,
seemed appropriate. Before Tues-
day, the only time the U.S. has fin-
ished anywhere but first in their
group was 2011. The Americans
rallied to make the tournament
final that year before losing to
Japan, still the only team to win a
World Cup without winning its
group.

One person who did seem visi-

bly concerned  about the U.S. per-
formance was defender Kelley
O’Hara, a four-time World Cup
player and two-time champion.
She gathered the team in a hud-
dle after Tuesday’s draw and
delivered what appeared to be a
passionate message. Asked about
that afterward, however, she
stuck to the company line: Every-
thing’s fine.

“I just told them, ‘Listen guys,
we did what we had to do. This
game’s done. We advanced. That’s
the name of  the game: Get out of
your group and then go from

there,’ “ she said. “This is in the
rearview and the only thing that
we’re looking at and focused on is
the round of  16.”

She did offer a candid answer
when asked whether the U.S. can
win the next one if  it doesn’t play
better than it did in the last one.

“I don’t know, man,” she said.
Later this week the team will

check out of  its 17-story hotel
overlooking Auckland’s scenic
harbor and head for Melbourne,
not Sydney, where they are
almost certain to play Sweden,
not Italy or Argentina.

Advances ...

Vying ...

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Friday
Fort Recovery — Football scrimmage

at Antwerp – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6 a.m. — Women’s World Cup:
Colombia vs. Morocco (FS1)

6 a.m. — Women’s World Cup: Ger-
many vs. Korea Republic (FOX)

7 p.m. — Basketball: The Basketball
Tournament (ESPN)

8 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at
Milwaukee Brewers (FOX)

8 p.m. — NFL: New York Jets at
Cleveland Browns (NBC)

8 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Chicago Cubs (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Motorsports: Berlin Race-
way (ESPN)

Friday
3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:

Cabo Wabo 250 (USA)
6 p.m. — Motorsports: ARCA

Menards Series Michigan (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — MLB: Washington

Nationals vs. Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — WNBA: Los Angeles Sparks
at Washington Mystics (ION)

8 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at
Minnesota Lynx (ION)

Local notes
Hunt applications open

The Indiana Department of Natural
Resources is accepting applications for
reserved hunts.

Applications can be made for dove,
deer, squirrel, teal and goose hunts.
Hunters will be selected through a ran-
dom drawing.

To apply, visit on.IN.gov/reserved-
hunt. The deadline is Aug. 6.

Flag football registration open

Registration for Jay Community Cen-
ter’s Boomer Fall Flag Football is now
open.

The league is for children ages 3
through 12. Games will be played on Sat-
urdays from Aug. 26 through Oct. 7 at
Jay County Recreation Complex, 5363 W.
450 South, Portland.

Registration is $30 for those who
sign up by July 31. For more information,
visit jaycc.org.

Soccer sign-ups available now
Registration for Jay Community Cen-

ter’s Boomer Fall Soccer league is now
open.

The league is for children ages 3

through 14. Games will be played on Sat-
urdays from Aug. 26 through Oct. 7 at
Jay County Recreation Complex, 5363 W.
450 South, Portland.

Registration is $60 for those who
sign up by July 31. For more information,
visit jaycc.org.

JC season tickets
Season tickets are available for the

2023-24 Jay County high school season.
Tickets may be purchased during the
school’s office hours from 7:30 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Patriots Passes and Senior Patriot
Passes that provide admission to all high
school and junior high events will be

available. They cost $105 and $60
respectively.

Also available are super tickets. High
school adult super tickets cost $80, jun-
ior high super tickets come out to $60
and senior super tickets are $45.

A pre-paid sports pass that is good
for 12 regular season events may be pur-
chased for $50 as well.

Boys basketball and football season
passes will cost $50 and $25 respec-
tively.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

First forehands
Junior Eli Dirsen hits a ball during the

Jay County High School boys tennis practice on
Tuesday. Dirksen is one of six returning starters
for the boys tennis team that won the 2022
sectional.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko
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Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

NFL preseason begins
with Jets visiting Browns,

see Sports on tap

DECATUR — Maddy
Snow came to the golf
course ready to begin the
season.

The junior led the Patri-
ots to a fifth-place finish
and earned a ribbon.

The Jay County High
School girls golf  team fin-
ished fifth with a score of
491 in the Bellmont Invita-
tional on Tuesday morning
at Cross Creek Golf  Club.

Norwell won the invita-
tional with a score of  369
while Jay County was able
to edge out sixth-place Gar-
rett by eight strokes. Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence rivals Bluffton (429)
and Adams Central (459)
finished third and fourth
respectively.

Snow shot a 50 on the
front nine setting her up for
sixth in the meet, before a
56 on the back dropped her
score. She ended with a
final score of  106 strokes,
tied for 11th in the invita-
tional with Meghan Petti-
bone of  Bellmont. Nor-
well’s Meghan Pettibone
was the match medalist
with a score of  86.

First-year golfers Whit-
ney McIntire and Brooklyn
Bright both finished one
stroke off  of  each other and
were the second and third
scorers for Jay County.
McIntire shot a 127 while
Bright had 128.

The final contributor to
the team score was Meah
Devoe who shot 130 on the
day.

Brooklynn Zimmer-
man’s score of  137 did not
count towards the final.

JC golf
drops
season
opener

By KEVIN BAXTER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

AUCKLAND, New
Zealand — The most
alarming thing about the
national soccer team’s per-
formance Tuesday didn’t
come on the field, where
the U.S. stumbled through
a lifeless, listless and pas-
sionless draw with Portu-
gal.

It wasn’t in the group
table, which showed the
Americans finishing sec-
ond for just the second time
in nine women’s World
Cups, nor in the record,
which showed the U.S. win-
ning just once in three
games and collecting five
points, its worst-ever World
Cup performance.

All of  that was concern-
ing. But what was alarm-
ing happened afterward,
when many of  the players
declared their mission
accomplished because they
had squeezed into Sun-
day’s knockout round by
the slimmest of  margins.

A performance that
would have been embar-
rassing to previous edi-
tions of  the national team
was being celebrated by
this one.

“We’re moving on to the
next round. We’re moving
on to the round of  16,” Alex
Morgan said.

“We got through to the
next round,” Lynn
Williams added. “I wish we
would have won. But at the
end of  the day, that doesn’t
really matter. It’s just get-
ting through to the knock-
out stages.”

That, of  course, is true.
The unbeaten U.S. (1-0-2)
came within the width of  a
goalpost of  being eliminat-
ed when Portugal’s Ana
Capeta hit the right post
with a stoppage-time shot
that would have sent Portu-
gal, a World Cup debutante,
on and sent the U.S, a four-
time champion, home. But
the Americans lived to see
another day.

They may be on life sup-
port, suffering from
wounds terminal and self-
inflicted, but they’re still
alive.

“I’m not concerned at
all,” Lindsey Horan said.

A bit of  context here:
Horan is the team captain.

The top-ranked U.S.
came into Tuesday’s game
leading the group on goal
differential over the
Netherlands. If  it beat No.
21 Portugal and protected
its two-score edge in the
differential, it would win
the group.

The Dutch served notice
early in the evening that
wasn’t going to happen,
scoring four times in the
first 23 minutes of  its 7-0
rout of  Vietnam.

No worries. A draw
against a Portuguese team
that the U.S. had beaten 10
times in 10 tries, outscor-
ing them 39-0, would suf-
fice. That almost didn’t
happen either, with Portu-
gal outpossessing and out-
passing the sloppy Ameri-
cans and nearly grabbing
what would have been a
well-earned win on Cape-
ta’s shot.

Portuguese coach Fran-
cisco Neto thought it obvi-
ous that his team deserved
to win. For his part U.S.
coach Vlatko Andonovski
continued to ignore the
obvious, parroting the
same lines he’s used since
arriving in New Zealand.

“I’m not worried about
it. I don’t think anyone on
the staff  is worried,” he
said after last month’s slop-
py opener, which ended in a
win over Vietnam.

“We’re just going to get
better from game to game,”
he promised after the sec-
ond game, a draw with the
Netherlands.

That promise didn’t pan
out since the U.S. regressed
considerably against Por-
tugal. Yet Andonovski
stuck with his “what, me
worry?” routine.

See Advances page 9

By DAVID JABLONSKI
Springfield News-Sun (Ohio)
Tribune News Service

No one who started for
the Cincinnati Reds on
Aug. 1, 2012, the last time
the franchise owned a
lead in the National
League Central division
entering this month until
now, is still in the big
leagues 11 years later.

Joey Votto was on the
disabled list, which was
renamed the injured list
in 2019, at that time. His
fill-in at first base, Todd
Frazier, retired in 2022.
Zack Cozart, Drew
Stubbs, Jay Bruce, etc.
are long gone. Scott Rolen
was inducted into the
Baseball Hall of  Fame
this summer.

While the 2012 Reds are
a distant memory, the
2023 Reds (58-49) are
building new memories
every week with a sur-
prising run at a playoff
berth. They took a half-
game lead over the Mil-
waukee Brewers (57-49)
on Sunday with a 9-0 vic-
tory over the Los Angeles
Dodgers.

“This is what we play
for,” Reds first baseman

Joey Votto told reporters
in Los Angeles. “It's what
our roster's moving
toward. We're excited to
compete, and hopefully
it's going to drive us
toward big winning
moments in September
and beyond.”

The Reds start a four-
game series against the
Chicago Cubs (53-52) on
Monday at Wrigley Field.
The Reds return home
Friday to begin a six-
game homestand against
the Washington Nation-
als (44-62) and Miami
Marlins (57-49).

Can the Reds, who fin-
ished 62-100 last year,
stay on top of  the divi-
sion in the final two
months? No team has
ever won a division title
one year after losing at
least 100 games. Here are
six reasons the Reds
could become the first:

1. Schedule help: 
The Reds are 3-10

against the Brewers and
1-5 against the Atlanta
Braves. They don't play
either team again.

See Vying page 9

U.S.
barely
advances

Reds vying for
NL Central crown
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Sims
swings

Gage Sims
backhands a ball
during a drill at the Jay
County High School
boys tennis practice
Tuesday evening. As
part of the drill, coach
Donald Gillespie
tossed balls for players
to hit fore or backhand
and called out which
side of the court to aim
for.

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM


