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Jerry Vore, 72, rural Port-
land

Rex Ehrhart, 69, rural
Portland

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  81 degrees Sunday.
The low was 61.

Tonight’s low will dip into
the mid 50s with winds gust-
ing up to 20 miles per hour.
Expect sunny skies Wednes-
day with a high in the upper
70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Our fall sports preview spe-
cial sections come out this
week. The Fort Recovery High
School preview is in today’s
newspaper, with the Jay Coun-
ty High School preview to fol-
low Wednesday.

Wednesday — Results from
the JCHS girls soccer team’s
season opener.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Boom splash
Isaiah Rogers gets soaked after a festival-goer hits the target on a dunk tank at

Redkey Gas Boom Days on Saturday. The festival held Saturday and Sunday featured a parade,
food, various performers, a cornhole tournament and vendors.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The county has a capital
improvement plan.

Jay County Commission-
ers approved a new two-
year plan Monday.

Commissioners have
been looking into develop-
ing a new plan for the coun-
ty for months. In February,
commissioners rescinded
the five-year economic
development income tax
(EDIT) capital improve-
ment plan, which was put
together by Jay County
Development Corporation
and previously approved by
county officials in 2020.

The plan approved Mon-
day doesn’t specifically
relate to how EDIT funds
are distributed.

Commissioner president
Chad Aker pointed out that
commissioners have looked
at capital improvement
plans from other counties.

“Basically your capital
improvement plan is going

to be your list of  projects
that you eventually want to
start checking off,” said
Aker.

The plan approved Mon-
day lists seven projects the
county would like to work
toward completing. They
include: creating an initial
loop for broadband, or
approximately 233 miles of
fiber internet, for $10 mil-
lion with Mainstream
Fiber (the county’s match
would be $2 million);
adding a new garage exten-
sion to Jay County High-
way Department for $2.2
million; building a new
facility for Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District for $1.6 million;
constructing a public safe-
ty building for use by Jay
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice, Jay County Health
Department and Jay Coun-
ty Coroner’s Office for $3
million; planning develop-
ment of  the 68 acres owned
by the county within west-
ern Portland city limits
along Indiana 67 for
$200,000; purchasing new
body cameras for law
enforcement for $102,000;
and investing in new
radios for Jay Emergency
Medical Service and Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office for
$475,000. 

See Plan page 2

Commissioners
approve a new
improvement plan

By KATARINA HOIJE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Niger’s self-declared military
leadership vowed to prosecute
deposed President Mohamed
Bazoum, even as it said it’s pre-
pared to reopen talks with a West
African regional economic bloc
that has demanded the junta cede
power.

The coup leaders plan to
charge Bazoum with “high trea-
son and undermining the inter-
nal and external security of
Niger,” Agence France-Presse
reported, citing a statement read
out by Colonel-Major Amadou
Abdramane on national TV. The
soldiers’ treatment of  Bazoum,
including withholding food and
water, has become a sticking
point in relations with Niger’s
neighbors and the international
community that have grown
increasingly tense since a July 26
coup.

The 15-nation Economic Com-
munity of  West African States
last week activated its standby
force as it considers military
intervention to force the junta to

relinquish power. It’s also
imposed sanctions including
freezing the nation’s assets at the
regional central bank and baning
commercial flights — measures
Prime Minister Ali Mahamane
Lamine Zeine described as “inhu-
mane, exceptional and unaccept-
able.”

“We’re open to a dialog that can
lead to the lifting of  sanctions,”
Zeine told state TV Tele Sahel
after a visit by a mediation mis-
sion of  religious leaders from
Nigeria.

Niger’s junta refused to see an
earlier Ecowas mediation mis-
sion. Coup leaders told U.S. Under
Secretary of  State Victoria
Nuland, who visited Niger last
week, that they would kill
deposed Bazoum, a close Western
ally, if  there was any regional
military intervention to restore
his rule, the Associated Press
reported, citing two unidentified
Western officials. The junta
declined Nuland’s request to see
Bazoum, 63.

The bloc will continue to pur-
sue a diplomatic solution to the
crisis.
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Eyeing an arrow
A boy looks at arrows displayed by a member of the Eastern Shawnee tribe

during Fort Recovery State Museum’s “Beyond the Battlefield: Interpreting St. Clair’s
Defeat through the Eyes of Tribal Citizens” event Saturday. Members of the Shawnee,
Miami and Wyandotte tribes set up stations in the museum and surrounding area to
share their tribe’s culture and history relating to the 1791 battle in Fort Recovery.

By SHIYIN CHEN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

The death toll from fast-
moving wildfires in Maui
rose to 93, making them the
deadliest in the U.S. in more
than 100 years, as concerns
grew about the effective-
ness of  the island’s emer-
gency alarm system.

The number of  fatalities
is expected to climb further
as authorities continue
search and rescue efforts,
Hawaii Governor Josh
Green said at a news brief-
ing Saturday. Just 3% of  the
area has been searched,
officials said, adding they
are bringing in 12 more

cadaver dogs to help with
the effort. On Sunday, offi-
cials said it’s still unclear
when residents may return
to the area.

“This is the largest natu-
ral disaster we’ve ever
experienced,” Green said.
“It’s also going to be a natu-
ral disaster that takes an
incredible amount of  time
to recover from.”

The death toll makes the
wildfire the deadliest since
1918, when 453 people were
killed in Minnesota and
Wisconsin by the Cloquet &
Moose Lake Fires, accord-
ing to the National Fire
Protection Association.

See Fire page 2

Fire deadliest
in 105 years

Niger junta vows to
prosecute president

Priorities
include

broadband
highway

headquarters
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Bryant Area Community Center
Chicken Dinner
August 19, 2023

4:00 - 7:00pm
Dine In/Drive thru/ Carry Out
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Dinners will be $12.00
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rCustomer Servvice/
Outside Sale Position
Customer Service/Outside Sale Position
Knowledge of Quick Books & M/S Offfiice

a plus. Sales experience a plus.
Must be customer driven and
havve a valid drivers license.

Start immediate yy. Hours Mon-Fri. 8-4
Applyy at:

120 N. Meridian St. Portland

Wednesday
Vore, Jerry: 11 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Jerry Vore
Jan. 4, 1951-Aug. 7, 2023

Jerry Vore, age 72, of  rural
Portland passed away Monday,
Aug. 7, 2023, at his residence.

He was born in Decatur, Indi-
ana, on Jan. 4, 1951, the son of
LeRoy and Mildred Myrle
(Stevens) Vore. Jerry was self-
employed selling cars and own-
ing houses, and he also had
worked for International Har-
vester. He attended Corner-
stone Baptist Church, attended
Berne French Schools and
worked on old cars.

Surviving are his son Troy
Vore (wife: Sherry) of  Portland;
two brothers, Joe Vore (wife:

Barbara) of
Berne and Jay
Vore (wife:
Geezy) of  Syra-
cuse; one sister,
Janet Wagner of
Florida; and two
grandsons,
Dustin and
Kelsey Vore.

Funeral services will be
Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023, at 11
a.m. in the Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home with Pastor
Wayne Ward presiding. Burial
will follow in the Center Ceme-
tery. Visitation will be Wednes-
day from 9 to 11 a.m.

Memorials can be made to the
choice of  the donor.

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Rex Ehrhart
May 19, 1954-Aug. 11, 2023

Rex Ehrhart, age 69, of  rural
Portland passed away on Friday,
Aug. 11, 2023, in IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital in Muncie.

He was born in Portland on
May 19, 1954, the son of  Earl
Dale and Marjorie (Steveson)
Ehrhart. He was married on
Aug. 6, 1977, to Brenda
Whitacre who survives. Rex
was retired from Teledyne Port-
land Forge and was a 1972 Port-
land High School graduate. He
was a member of  the VFW in

Fort Recovery
and was owner of
Ehrhart Guns
and Accessories.
Rex raced
motocross and
enjoyed skeet and
trap shooting,
hunting and fish-
ing.

Surviving are his wife Bren-
da; two sons, Nathan Ehrhart
(wife: Missy) of  Bluffton and
Nick Ehrhart (wife: Amanda)
of  Portland; sister Kay Hughes
of  Plainfield; and four grand-
children Olivia, Zeke, Sophia
and Owen.

Visitation will be Wednesday
Aug. 16, 2023, from 4 to 7 p.m. in

the Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home. Private services and bur-
ial will be in the Salamonia
Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the
choice of  the donor.

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Vore Ehrhart
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Continued from page 1
(Jay County Sheriff  Ray Newton

explained earlier in the meeting the
radios are expected to cost anywhere
from $600,000 to $900,000.)

The plan also suggests possible
funding sources, such as grants or
economic development dollars from
solar and wind farms, for each proj-
ect.

Aker pointed out the plan is a liv-
ing document that is expected to be
added to and modified over time.
Commissioners will be reaching out
to Jay County municipalities to
learn about other projects that could
be included in the plan, he added.

Commissioner Brian McGalliard
pointed out each project on the list
isn’t guaranteed to be completed,
noting that factor depends on fund-
ing and grants available.

Indiana code states “a county, city,
or town that fails to adopt a capital
improvement plan may not receive
(1) its fractional amount of  the addi-
tional revenue to be allocated for eco-
nomic development purposes … for
the year or years in which the unit
does not have a plan … a unit fails to
adopt a plan for a period of  three (3)

years, the balance in the separate
account shall be distributed to the
other units in the county in the same
manner that other additional rev-
enue allocated for economic develop-
ment purposes is distributed.”

The EDIT plan rescinded in Febru-
ary included a broad list of  projects
or services for Jay County overall as
well as lists relating to each munici-
pality. According to the document,
public hearings were held on the
matter in each “district” or munici-
pality to gather information for each
individual capital improvement
plan.

Aker suggested commissioners
revisit the plan every two years in
order for rotating commissioners
and council members to give their
input.

In related business, commission-
ers also approved a contract with Jay
County Development Corporation
for the remainder of  2023. County
officials and the organization’s
board of  directors have been dis-
cussing the matter for nearly a year. 

The contract spells out services
Jay County Development Corpora-
tion is expected to provide, including

being a point of  contact for business-
es interested in locating in Jay Coun-
ty, recruiting new business, meeting
with existing businesses to ensure
their needs are being met, serving as
a liaison for Jay County municipali-
ties for grants, providing resources
to the county’s grant writer, assist-
ing businesses with tax abatements
and other economic development
activities. The organization is also
required to report to county commis-
sioners and county council on at
least a quarterly basis and provide
written reports at board and execu-
tive committee meetings.

Per the contract, a commissioner
and a Jay County Council member
will serve on the board and its execu-
tive committee. Commissioners
agreed to remove McGalliard from
the board and instead have Aker as
their representative.

They also approved a $41,127.49
claim from Jay County Development
Corporation for the second half  of
its 2023 budget, noting they did not
include the amount allocated for a
community development coordina-
tor because the position will not be
filled.

Plan ...

Continued from page 1
Losses are estimated to be approach-

ing $6 billion, after roughly 2,200 struc-
tures were destroyed in West Maui
across the 2,170 acres burned by the
blaze.

Hawaii lawmakers are responding to
rising worry over what prevented alarm
systems from alerting people in Lahaina.

“Sadly, tragically, in this situation,
those sirens, likely did not go off,” U.S.
Representative Jill Tokuda, a Hawaii
Democrat, said Sunday on CBS’s Face the
Nation. “The warning signals that were

on cell phones, we had no cell coverage or
electricity in some of  these areas.”

U.S. Senator Mazie Hirono said the focus
remains on the need for rescues and locat-
ing bodies. “We’re going to need to provide
a lot of  support,” the Hawaii Democrat
said.

Efforts to identify the dead were compli-
cated by the ferocity of  the blaze, which
melted metal and razed Lahaina, once the
capital of  the Hawaiian Kingdom.

One of  three power transmission lines
has been restored, providing 3,700 cus-
tomers with power, Green said.

Fire ...

Unlawful possession
Two Indiana residents

were sentenced to serve
time after pleading guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to
unlawful possession of  a
syringe, a Level 6 felony.

Randy W. Morrical, 41,
768 W. Seventh St., Port-
land, was sentenced to one
year in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Corrections and
given credit for time
served. Morrical was
assessed $189 in court
costs.

Zachary G. Morgan, 40,
8733 W. County Road 500
North, Farmland, was sen-
tenced to two years in Jay
County Jail with one year
suspended and given cred-
it for time served. Morgan
was assessed $185 in court
costs. As part of  his plea
agreement, the following
charges were dismissed: a
Level 3 felony for dealing
in methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  a narcotic drug, a
Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  a controlled
substance, a Class B mis-
demeanor for possession
of  marijuana and a Class
C misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia.  

Drunk driving
A Fort Wayne man was

sentenced to jail after
pleading guilty in Jay
Superior Court to operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated and obstruction of
justice, both Level 6
felonies.

Noah L. Busche, 22,
10335 Valentine Road, Fort
Wayne, was sentenced to
545 days in Jay County
Jail with all but 180 days
suspended and given 174
days credit for time
served. He was fined $25,
assessed $185 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 alcohol and drug
countermeasures fee.
Busche was ordered to
submit to an evaluation
within 30 days of  his sen-
tencing for substance
abuse counseling. He was
placed on probation for
one year. 

As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 6
felony for resisting law
enforcement, a Class A
misdemeanor for driving
with a suspended license
and a Class B misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana were dis-
missed.

Felony courts

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park

cabin, 200 S. Mooney
St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Board of  Zoning
Appeals, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.46
Oct. corn ..................4.66
Wheat ......................5.76

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.54
Sept. corn ................5.24
Mid Sept. corn .........5.04

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................5.24
Sept. corn ................4.61
Beans ......................13.72

Sept. beans ............12.82
Wheat ...................... 5.56

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.22
Late Aug. corn ........4.89
Beans ......................13.67
Late Aug. beans ....13.62
Wheat ......................5.61

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.04
Oct. corn ..................4.46
Beans ......................13.56
Oct. beans ..............12.76
Wheat ......................5.60

In 1483, Pope Sixtus
IV concecrated the Sis-
tine Chapel.

In 1790, John Carroll
became the first bishop
of  the Roman Catholic
Church in the United
States. He was consecrat-
ed a bishop at Lulworth
Castle in England before
returning home to Balti-
more.

In 1860, First Lady
Florence Harding was
born Florence Kling in
Marion, Ohio. She was
an outspoken supporter
of  women’s suffrage and
cast her first ballot in a
presidential race for her
husband.

In 1939, the MGM
musical “The Wizard of
Oz” opened at the Grau-
man’s Chinese Theater
in Hollywood.

In 1944, Allied forces
landed in southern

France in Operation Dra-
goon during World War
II

In 1945, in a pre-
recorded radio address,
Japan’s Emperor Hirohi-
to announced that his
country had accepted
terms of  surrender for
ending World War II.

In 1947, India gained
its independence after
some 200 years of  British
rule.

In 1965, the Beatles
played to a crowd of
more than 55,000 at New
York’s Shea Stadium.

In 1969, the Woodstock
Music and Art Fair
opened in upstate New
York.

In 1971, President
Richard Nixon
announced a 90-day
freeze on wages, prices
and rents.

—The CR

CR almanac

77/58 80/57 79/58 85/63 89/65
Sunny

skies are
expected
Wednesday
with a high of
77 degrees.

Another
day of sunny
skies is
expected
Sunday, when
the high will
be 88.

Saturday’s
forecast is
sunny with a
high of 85
degrees.
Mostly clear
late.

There’s a
30% chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
after 2 p.m.
Otherwise,
sunny.

Sunny
skies are
expected Fri-
day with a high
of 79 degrees.
Otherwise,
clear.

Wednesday
8/16

Thursday
8/17

Friday
8/18

Saturday
8/19

Sunday
8/20

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$215 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $36

million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-7-3
Daily Four: 5-5-8-3
Evening
Daily Three: 2-8-5
Daily Four: 8-1-9-1
Quick Draw: 3-6-13-14-

17-24-26-27-34-38-41-44-46-

61-65-69-71-72-78-79
Cash 5: 15-23-35-40-41
Estimated jackpot:

$75,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-7-2
Pick 4: 0-1-8-9
Pick 5: 2-5-8-3-7
Evening
Pick 3: 4-9-4
Pick 4: 2-8-1-6
Pick 5: 4-4-3-3-0
Rolling Cash 5: 20-26-

27-28-30
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Lotteries



DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have been married 10
years. When we tried to have
kids for the first time, we dis-
covered I have polycystic ovary
syndrome. We quit trying
when the doctor visits became
more than we could afford. We
tried again after my husband
saw a movie that moved him
emotionally. Nothing came
from that, so we stopped trying
again.

I always assumed we’d give it

a go one last time, but now my
husband says he doesn’t want a
kid right now and may never
want one. He did say that if  we

wound up pregnant, he’d be
fine with it. He also said he’d
be terrified at first, but he’d
settle into emergency mode
and handle it.

Abby, I don’t know what to
do. I most likely won’t get preg-
nant without a fertility special-
ist, but my husband made it
clear he’s not into trying to
have a baby. He’d only be fine
with a baby if  it “just hap-
pened.” 

What do I do? — EMPTY

ARMS IN TEXAS
DEAR EMPTY ARMS:

Your husband doesn’t sound
like a man who is yearning
for fatherhood. Quite the
opposite. The likelihood of
your “just happening” to
become pregnant is nil with-
out medical intervention.
There is no compromise
here. 

If  the two of  you are going
to be able to stay together,
you should be talking about

this with a licensed coun-
selor so you can discuss
whether options other than
you conceiving a baby are
acceptable.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, California,

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.

ALZHEIMER'S CARE-
GIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Will meet at 5:30 p.m.
the third Tuesday of  each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library community
room. For more informa-
tion, call Deb Tipton at
(260) 729-2806 or Elasha
Lennartz at (765) 729-4567.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of  each
month at the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For

more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center
for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8

p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
STITCH AND CHAT-

TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center. Show
and teal is at 1 p.m. The
club is open to all ages and
is for anyone who wants
to sew. Bring unfinished
projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

JAY COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY —
Will meet at 5:30 p.m. the
third Thursday of  each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library. The public is
welcome.

MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL
SOCIETY OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLU-
TION — Will meet Thurs-
day, Aug. 17, at 6:30 p.m. at
the Jay County Historical
Society. Kathy Selman
will provide the meeting
program. To ask ques-
tions, please call Regent
Selman at (260) 251-1694 or
Susan Sommers at (260)
726-2678.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday
of  the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information,
call Kimberly Sibery at
(765) 964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

I probably should save
this column for October as
it has a definite ick factor.

We got home from a free
concert late Saturday
evening. Most of  the audi-
ence was what I refer to as
old hippies. Grey and
white were the predomi-
nant hair colors. Good
music and pleasant
weather made it an enjoy-
able evening.

There were a couple of
people who got up to
dance to the music. The
most entertaining one
was the kid who looked to
be in his very early teens.
His long black hair
swished from side to side
as he and a friend danced.

The other dancers were
almost all children. The
littlest appeared to be
about a year old and tried
numerous times to escape
from the adults who ran
after her.

When we got home we
discovered creatures
climbing the outside of
the house. It wasn’t Spi-
der-Man. Two of  the three
were intertwined. The
other one tried to blend in
with the siding on the

house. As it was brown
and the house is white, it
didn’t work.

They were slugs. Icky,
slimy slugs. And the two
intertwined ones? They
were engaging in some
outdoor hanky panky.
Right out there in front of
God and everybody.

My normal response to
those creatures is to grab
the salt shaker and apply
a generous coat of  salt on
them. It seemed cruel to
do that when they were in
each other’s embrace. So I
gave them a reprieve until
the next day.

Thankfully they had
sense enough to disap-
pear. I have always been
told that I should sprinkle

diatomaceous earth
around plants to deter
slugs. Diatomaceous earth
is made from diatoms.
What is a diatom? They
are teensy critters that
are surprisingly beauti-
ful.

I once took a class called
“Plants and their allies.”
Normal people would
think that has something
to do with which plants
grow well with others or
maybe how to keep bun-
nies from nibbling on
exotic plants.

Nope. We spent the
entire time studying
algae. Yeah, that slimy
green stuff  that makes
you scrub the birdbath
more often than you would

like. We also spent a cou-
ple of  days talking about
diatoms. Then when the
instructor showed pic-
tures of  the creatures we
found out that they were
beautiful. As an aside, we
were advised that sprin-
kling diatomaceous earth
around hostas  would dis-
courage slugs. So much for
plants and their allies.

If  you visit the local
aisle of  death at any store
that sells pesticides and
such, there are many prod-
ucts advertising a solution
that will deter slugs and
other creatures. I prefer
not to use those products
because any product that
ends with the letters c-i-d-
e is designed to kill. You

are more than welcome to
apply them to your own
plants, just not to mine.

Apparently slugs also
like beer as there are sev-
eral slug traps that use
beer to attract the slippery
critters. Neither of  us
drink and I have no inten-
tion of  buying beer for
garden pests.

Slugs have some natural
enemies other than
women with salt shakers.
Lightning bugs, toads,
birds and even chipmunks
find them to be tasty
treats.

I am hoping that the
appearance of  the house-
climbing slugs was an
anomaly and not an omen
of  things to come.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Slugs invade columnist’s backyard

Community Calendar

As I
See It

Husband’s loss of interest hurts his wife
Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
Having a liberal local paper is

a little irritating, but I have to
respond when an op-ed uses fake
news as an excuse to attack peo-
ple critical of  fake news.

The author begins by saying
freedom of  the press is vital to
our democracy. No one can dis-
agree with that statement.

However, in the piece head-
lined “Founders knew the value
of  a free press,” the author tells
us that “hostility to the media
runs counter to the nation’s
founding principles and if
unchecked will make for a less-
informed public and a govern-
ment run amok.”

The problem is that fake news
has already given us a less-
informed public and a govern-
ment run amok. A less-informed
public is one that only hears one
side of  the story and a govern-
ment is run amok when it has a

two-tiered criminal justice sys-
tem where Republicans are
prosecuted and Democrats get a
pass.

The writer tells us that “by
and large, the work being done
by American reporters is honest
in intention and fair in
approach.”

It is easy to see how liberal
reporters can feel this way when
most of  their own exposure to
the news comes from biased
news sources like the Associat-
ed Press that routinely builds up
the Democratic Party line while
barely mentioning the opposing

view or not mentioning it at all.
A perfect example would be last
week’s article from the Philadel-
phia Inquirer, distributed by the
Tribune News Service, on the
Hunter Biden plea deal falling
through. The story forgot to
mention the actual reason the
deal was killed. The judge made
them admit that Hunter was
still under investigation for
more crimes and that buried in
the document was immunity
from any additional charges.
The judge refused to allow the
immunity and Biden backed out
of  his sweetheart deal with his
dad’s Department of  Justice.

It was almost humorous to
read that “when mistakes are
made they are promptly and
prominently corrected.” Would
that include the three-year long
Donald Trump Russia collusion
hoax or the two years it took the
major media to admit that the

Biden laptop was legitimate?
The writer asks what the

founders would think of  politi-
cians who baselessly attack the
press. You can easily Google the
answer. Jefferson was very vocal
when President John Adams
passed the Alien and Sedition
Acts that made it a crime for jour-
nalists to criticize the president.

It is actually ironic that our
current president played a big
part in creating the fake news
media. In the 1970s and ’80s,
Biden and other Democrats were
all over the Sunday morning talk
shows lying about gun control.
They got away with the lies
because their lies were not fact-
checked or questioned.

The final piece of  the puzzle
came in 1993. Biden and other
gun haters were everywhere call-
ing for a ban on assault weapons.
While they talked about banning
semi-automatic rifles, all four

major networks showed video of
people shooting machine guns.
The bill passed because people
thought they were banning
machine guns. And now the
media knew they could actually
participate in creating lies and
get away with it. Fake news was
born.

Now the Twitter files have
shown that the FBI, DOJ, Dr.
Anthony Fauci and the Biden
administration were colluding
with big tech and the media to
censor the truth. In fact, on July
4 a federal judge issued an order
limiting how the Biden adminis-
tration could interact with social
media. It was an order that was
barely covered.

Censorship and a dishonest
national press are the real
threats to our republic.

Stephen Erwin
Portland

Dishonest press is the real threat

The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

American society con-
tinues to struggle with the
question of  how to fairly
and compassionately deal
with people addicted to
drugs. Even though this is
a complicated area of  pub-
lic policy, it’s reassuring to
see Republicans and
Democrats in Congress
looking for spots of  con-
sensus that can improve
outcomes for low-level,
nonviolent offenders who
enter the federal criminal
justice system.

Under current law, a per-
son found guilty of  a feder-
al charge of  simple drug
possession — meaning a
small quantity for personal
use, and not for dealing —
can request probation if
this is the person’s first
and only drug offense.
After the person success-
fully completes probation,
a federal judge can dismiss
the case. The arrest and
disposition would still
show up in a public
records search. However,
the law does allow people
younger than 21 to get the
criminal record expunged.

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn,
R-Texas, U.S. Rep.
Nathaniel Moran, R-Tyler,
and a group of  Democrats
and Republicans from
across the country want to
get rid of  the age cap.
They’re co-sponsoring leg-
islation named after a for-
mer New York district
attorney, the Kenneth P.
Thompson Begin Again
Act, to narrowly amend
federal law to remove the
age limit for first-time
drug offenders to expunge
records.

That’s appropriate. A
criminal record, even a
low-level drug possession
charge, can hamper peo-
ple’s ability to land a job,
secure an apartment or
obtain public aid. It’s
important for offenders to
accept responsibility for
their actions, but having
doors shut in their faces
because of  a single, rela-
tively small mistake can
destabilize lives and drive
people away from recovery
and back toward crime.
First-time drug possession
offenders deserve a second
chance even if  they aren’t
minors or young adults.

The offense wouldn’t
show up in public back-
ground checks anymore.
The U.S. Department of
Justice retains a confiden-
tial record of  the case, only
for the purpose of  deter-
mining whether a person
would qualify for an
expungement in a future
proceeding.

Getting rid of  the age

cap for this second chance
is so popular that organi-
zations all over the ideo-
logical spectrum support
it, from the NAACP to the
Conservative Political
Action Coalition. So do
the National District
Attorneys Association
and the National Associa-
tion of  Criminal Defense
Lawyers.

Americans should tread
carefully when it comes to
proposals to decriminalize
drug use. A seemingly
well-intentioned effort in
Oregon to only fine people
caught with small
amounts of  illegal drugs
has backfired in Portland,
where drug use has burst
into the open, according to
recent reporting by The
New York Times. Overdose
numbers are climbing
while businesses and resi-
dents worry about disor-
der and aggression from
chronic drug users.

The Kenneth P. Thomp-
son Begin Again Act does-
n’t overstep. Beneficiaries
would still face conse-
quences, in the form of
probation, while having
barriers to their rehabili-
tation removed. It’s a small
policy change that can
transform lives. We hope
Congress will recognize
this and act.

First-time offenders
deserve 2nd chance

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

There is something that has been
bothering me more as I have gotten
older. No, it’s not typical old man
stuff  like electric scooters on the side-
walks, or those mobile bass machines
disguised as cars that vibrate every-
thing within fifty yards of  them. And
I no longer keep a lawn that gives me
a chance to yell at the neighborhood
kids to get the hell off  of  it.

This one is important, and come to
find out, it matters to plenty of  peo-
ple. 

About five years ago, during an
innocent what-are-we-having-for-din-
ner conversation with my wife, I
became aware of  the most disturbing
thing. She believes chili — the food,
the American staple — has a season.
What!? Does that mean there is an off-
season? Come to find out, in my
house, after being married for sever-
al years, the apparent ridiculous
answer to that ridiculous question is
“yes.”

Since becoming aware of  her
oppressive perspective, I have noticed
a tension, an unexplainable sadness
in the household every year. It begins
in mid-spring and lasts until Septem-
ber.  Until she confessed to covertly
enforcing a season I didn’t know
existed, I couldn’t identify the prob-
lem. 

It is a disagreement that is immune
to my renowned Aristotelian talent
of  persuasiveness. 

So, I decided to take my plight to
the streets. Surely, I could find people
to back me up here. I asked the ques-
tion, “Is there a chili season?” on a
couple of  the social platforms, and
the answers surprised me. 

My anecdotal results show that
about two-thirds of  my network
believe that chili does have a season.
Within this disturbing majority, none
see the season starting before Sep-
tember or later than October. Some

connect their first pot of  the season to
cool weather while others connect it
to football season in some way. 

It’s hard to be angry about the
beginning of  something good. But to
these chili-season devotees, it’s the
end of  the happy period that starts to
make them sound, well, like unrea-
sonable dolts. 

One friend reported that her season
ends “once she starts hearing the
Sandhill cranes overhead.”

That belongs in the Farmers’
Almanac, and as much as I disagree,
it is way better than the third of
responders who believe chili is for the
fall only. Only? I can’t help but
describe people in this category as
enemies of  freedom. 

My own niece, a woman of  other-
wise impeccable taste and a pillar of
her community in Nashville, Ten-
nessee believes in a season, but
argues limiting chili makes it more
special, comparing it to her favorite
spiced pumpkin latté. I give her
points for not being mean about it. 

I had one married couple answer
separately, were passionately on
opposite sides, and seemingly haven’t
had “the talk” with each other yet.
Yikes. 

But chili talk is fascinating and
unique in many other ways. When I
asked a few thousand people if  chili
had a season, half  of  them immedi-
ately went off  into rants about how
their chili was the best. Some of  them
offered their resumés of  chili cook-
off  victories, even though I didn’t ask.

One responder says she only eats
her own chili. Period. She eats no

other. I can’t decide what I think
about that, but since she’s with me on
eating it year-round, I’m going to
endorse her here. 

After reading more than a few
recipes, I could no longer avoid the
other obvious debate question: what
makes that pot of  wonderfulness
“chili” in the first place? Is it beans?
Is it tomato based? Does adding noo-
dles break a rule?

Oh my. This is like asking the
proverbial chicken or the egg ques-
tion, and then also asking what
church the chicken goes to. I’ve had
this talk many times during contro-
versies at chili cookoffs, never getting
anywhere near an agreed-upon reso-
lution.

Chili’s passions are what has led
our culture to compete at it. And
while I think food contests are con-
ceptually dumb, a room full of  differ-
ent chili should rank above Disney as
the happiest place on earth. 

In the coming weeks, kitchens
across America will return to life
with what I think is our most impor-
tant food. I’m glad this annual dark-
ness, known as the off  season, is near-
ing its end. 

However, it is important to report
to my year-round chili lovers that the
people who believe that chili is a sea-
sonal food walk among us. They are
hard to identify, impossible really, but
wherever you go, they are near. 

I am one of  seven kids, and both of
my parents were great cooks, particu-
larly at making large pots of  hot food.
The pot they used was the “chili pot.”

The year-round crowd has room for
you. Join us now. You’ll thank me
later. 

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and a

communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Chili shouldn’t be limited
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Iron Wolf Martial Arts
121 East Arch St.

Portland, IN 260-703-8040
Instructor Steven Johnson

7th Degree Black Belt

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs  4 times a 
month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141

 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

Indiana Michigan Power last
week submitted its Powering Our
Future program plans, including
a rate increase, to the Indiana
Utility Regulatory Commission.

I&M is asking for a 6.8% rate
increase, which it says would
generate $116.4 million annually.
If  approved, the new rates would
be phased in over two years.

The Powering Our Future pro-
gram plans call for:

•Replacing old equipment,
trimming tries and installing
new technology to improve serv-
ice reliability

•Providing more bill payment
options

•Utilizing technology to short-
en customer service call times,
allow better access to account
information and improve com-
munication

•Starting the process of  evalu-
ating the future of  Cook Nuclear
Plant, for which licenses expire
in the mid-2030s

•Seeking federal grants 
“I&M understands that our

customers are feeling the effects
of  inflation and higher costs of
goods and services,” said Steve
Baker, I&M president and chief
operating officer, in a press
release. “We have carefully
reviewed the plans that are nec-
essary for us to improve reliabili-
ty of  service and deliver a better
customer experience. The Power-
ing our Future plan is critical for
I&M to continue to meet our cus-
tomers’ expectations.”

Career day scheduled
Purdue Extension will host its

inaugural Jay County Career
Fair on Sept. 7 at Jay County Jun-
ior-Senior High School.

Businesses are being invited to

participate in the event that will
run from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in
the school’s auxiliary gym. Rep-
resentatives will get to speak
with students about their fields,
share education advice and pro-
vide tips about local opportuni-
ties in their industries.

Those interested in taking part
should contact Allison Keen at
keen12@purdue.edu. For more
information, call (260) 726-4707.

Classes scheduled
John Jay Center for Learning

is continuing to offer ServSafe
training.

The courses for those in the
food-service industry are sched-
uled for Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct. 30
and Nov. 27. Each runs from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. at John Jay, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

For more information, call
(260) 729-5525.

Collecting supplies
First Financial Bank is hold-

ing a cleaning supplies drive at
its 112 N. Meridian St. location in
Portland.

The bank will accept unopened
and unexpired cleaning supplies
at all of  its locations from Aug. 21
through Sept. 1. Donations will
be delivered to local organiza-
tions to help community mem-
bers in need.

“First Financial has always
recognized the importance that

housing plays on our overall
well-being, and we are excited to
be working collaboratively with
our communities to ensure that
after our neighbors get into their
dream home, they can keep it
just as beautiful as it was on
move-in day,” said Roddell
McCullough, chief  corporate
responsibility officer for First
Financial Bank, in a press
release. 

New GM hired
Ghyslain Chocolatier of  Union

City has hired Pablo Rodriquez
as its general manager of  opera-
tions and pastry chef.

Rodriguez, a Puerto Rican
national, most recently served as
an executive pastry chef  at the
Setai Hotel in Miami Beach,
Florida. He studied internation-
al baking and pastry at Instituto
de Banca y Comericio, Puerto
Rico.

“We are delighted to welcome
Pablo to the Ghyslain Chocolati-
er family,” said Ghyslain Mau-
rais, founder of  Ghyslain Choco-
latier, in a press release. “His
culinary journey, marked by
achievements and recognition,
aligns perfectly with our mission
to provide our customers with
delightful indulgences. We are
confident that under Pablo’s
guidance, our team of  culinary
artisans will continue to create
memorable experiences for our
cherished patrons.”

Rodriguez has also worked at
Rosen Hotels and Resort in
Orlando. He was a contestant on
Food Network’s “Holiday Wars”
season four.

Teaming up
McDonald’s of  Greater Indi-

ana and Southwest Michigan is
teaming up with the Indianapo-
lis Colts to offer a buy one, get
one free deal.

For every game (including pre-
season) in which the Colts make
a field goal, customers will be eli-
gible to buy one Big Mac and get
one free the next day via the
McDonald’s mobile app.

McDonald’s will also be offer-
ing a Colts Bundle Box, which
will include two Big Macs, a 20-
piece order of  McNuggets and
two medium fries. The blue Colts
box will be available beginning
Aug. 22.

Suit filed
Indianapolis drugmaker Eli

Lilly is facing a lawsuit from
another firm.

Nektar Therapeutics last week
sued Eli Lilly, accusing the com-
pany of  undermining prospects
for a drug they were developing
together to treat autoimmune
diseases, Reuters reported. They
had been in partnership to devel-
op and commercialize the drug
— rezpegaldesleukin — since
2017. The deal was terminated
earlier this year, with Nektar
regaining all rights to the drug.

Eli Lilly is being accused of
breach of  contract, negligent
misrepresentation, unfair com-
petition and other issues via the
complaint filed in federal court
in San Francisco.

Cutting publications
An Indiana newspaper chain

announced last week that it will
be reducing its days of  publica-
tion in order to put more focus
on its digital product.

AIM Media Indiana
announced that its daily newspa-

pers in the state — The Daily
Journal (Franklin), The Repub-
lic (Columbus), The Daily
Reporter (Greenfield) and The
Tribune (Seymour) — will be
changing their print publication
schedules beginning next
month. The Daily Journal will
cut Mondays from its print publi-
cation schedule, dropping from
six days to five. The other three
papers will reduce to printing
just twice a week on Wednesday
and Saturday. E-editions will also
be available only on those days.

The company said content will
not be cut because of  the
changes, but rather would be
available on the website daily.

AIM Media Midwest
announced similar changes to its
five Ohio newspapers earlier this
year.

Training available
Indiana Chamber of  Com-

merce will offer two safety cours-
es in August.

The chamber will offer 10- and
30-hour Occupational Safety and
Health Administration courses
beginning Aug. 22. They will be
held at the chamber of  com-
merce conference center in Indi-
anapolis.

Participants in the workshop
can receive credits toward their
Safety Compliance Specialist
Certificate.

Other upcoming courses
include Safety Leadership Prin-
ciples on Sept. 21 and 22, Safety
for Maintenance and Machine
Operators on Oct. 4 and Forklift
Safety: Train the trainer on Oct.
5.

For more information, email
events@indianachamber.com or
call (800) 824-6885.

I&M proposes increase, upgrades
Business
roundup

Photo provided

Ribbon cutting
Jay County Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week for the new Meridian MD Family Medical Care facility at 406

W. Votaw St., Portland. The facility is offering routine medical care, behavioral healthcare services, vaccinations and other services. It is one of several
new Meridian sites opening this month, joining locations in Muncie, New Castle, Marion and Fort Wayne.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 548 W 400 S

Portland IN  
Monday Afternoon

AUGUST 21, 2023 AT
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Bassett glass door
kitchen hutch; wood
bench; steamer trunk;

mannequin; Carnival bell
bank; banks; Coke

posters; Tom
Thumb cash register;
Fisher Price phone and
small world; die cast

cars; wood cash drawer;
cast iron dog boot
scraper; wood golf

clubs; and
many other items not

listed.
MOWER – TOOLS

John Deere LA 145 – 22
hp riding lawn mower;
jobber; shovels; hoes;
sledges; pruners; totes;
saw horses; cane poles;
electric cords; Work

Mate bench; sprinklers;
fishing poles; fly rods;
and many other items

not listed.
GORDON HOLCOMB

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

DO YOU HAVE A PAS-
SION  for prepping deli-
cious meals? Crown-
Pointe of Portland is
looking for a creative and
experienced kitchen
cook to join our team and
help serve amazing
meals to our residents.
We are looking for some-
one who: - Has at least 1
year of cooking experi-
ence in a professional
kitchen - Can work on
weekends - Is passion-
ate about creating high-
quality dishes - Is able to
work quickly and effi-
ciently during peak hours
- Has excellent customer
service and communica-
tion skills- Is organized,
self-motivated and able
to multi-task in a fast-
paced environment. If
you think this job is a
great fit for you, please
apply online at cpcom-
munities.com/portland or
apply in house at 745
Patriot Drive, Portland,
IN 47371. Plus, there is a
$1,000.00 hiring bonus.
We look forward to hear-
ing from you!

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND Position:
Waste Water Department
– Distribution Service
Person The City of Port-
land is accepting applica-
tions for the position of
Waste Water Department
Distribution and Mainte-
nance Person. Minimum
job requirements are high
school diploma or its
equivalent. A CDL B
license or greater or able
to obtain such license in a
reasonable amount of
time. Application and job
description are available
in the Clerk Treasurer’s
Office at City Hall, 321 N.
Meridian Street, Portland,
Indiana 47371, 8:00 AM
to 4:30 PM Friday, August
11 thru Friday, August 18,
2023. No applications will
be accepted after 4:00
p.m. on Friday, August
18, 2023. The City of
Portland is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. 

FOR SALE SAWDUST
& FIREWOOD J Wood
Products Call or Text
260-251-1154. 415 W
Water St. Portland. 7:00
am-3:00 pm.  
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

READ THE CR 
THEN

RECYCLE

Public Notice
Public Notice

Notice is hereby give that the
Bryant Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment has purchased the prop-
erty at 102 East Elm St. Bryant,
Indiana. The fire department is
located directly north of the
Elm St. property. However the
Town of Bryant owns an alley
between the Elm St. property
and the current fire station lo-
cated at 205 North Hendricks
St. With the intentions to even-
tually add to the current station,
the alley becomes a hold up. 
This proposal is asking for The
Town of Bryant to vacate the al-
ley and have the alley become
the property of The Bryant Vol-
unteer Fire Department.
This matter has been sched-

uled for hearing before Bryant
Town Council on the 21st day of
August, 2023 at 6:00 pm at the
Town Hall located at 107 E.
Main St. Bryant, Indiana.
Any person may appear at the
hearing and object to the pro-
posed vacation of said alley as
provided by law.

John Hilty
Bryant VFD President

CR 8-15-2023-HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 548 W  400 S Portland Indiana 

on Monday Afternoon 

AUGUST 21, 2023
5:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE:
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS 
Bassett glass door kitchen hutch; wood bench;
steamer trunk; wood bar stools; lamp stands; hall
tree; wood rocker; knee hole desk with chair;
mannequin; Carnival bell bank; banks; record
albums; pennants; posters; Coke posters; Tom
Thumb cash register; Fisher Price phone and small
world; die cast cars; models; oil lamps; Overmyer
bottles, Winchester IN; WANE TV 30th anniversary
poster; baseball bats; shoe last; old keys; wood  cash
drawer; jug cookie jar; hen on nest; glass swans; pig
bank; Aladdin lamp; watches; belt buckles; VCR
players; DVD player; horse figurines; post cards;
Realistic record player; cast iron dog boot scraper;
Beanie Babies; wood cars; Crams world globe;
decorations; Brass bugle; aluminum cream can;
metal trash can; brass items; wooden crates;
flatware; camp chairs; coolers; canning jars;
afghans; Avon bottles; picnic baskets; games; round
cheese box; baking dishes; cookware; dolls; lamps;
doilies; ball helmets; glass jar with lid; thermos;
blankets; rugs; card tables; cement tractor with
wagon; 8 day clock; Tupperware; wood golf clubs;
and many other items not listed.

MOWER – TOOLS
John Deere LA 145 – 22 hp riding lawn mower;
jobber; shovels; hoes; sledges; pruners; totes; saw
horses; cane poles; electric cords; Work Mate bench;
sprinklers; fishing poles; fly rods; and many other
items not listed.

GORDON HOLCOMB
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   

Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

CR 8-15-2023

  Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

The Notice to Taxpayers is available online at www.budgetnotices.in.gov or by calling (888) 739-9826.
Complete details of budget estimates by fund and/or department may be seen by visiting the office of
this unit of government at Administration Office 414 Floral Ave. Portland, IN 47371.
Notice is hereby given to taxpayers of JAY COUNTY SCHOOL CORPORATION, Jay County, Indiana
that the proper officers of Jay School Corporation will conduct a public hearing on the year 2024
budget. Following this meeting, any ten or more taxpayers may object to a budget, tax rate, or tax levy
by filing an objection petition with the proper officers of Jay School Corporation not more than seven
days after the hearing. The objection petition must identify the provisions of the budget, tax rate, or
tax levy to which taxpayers object. If a petition is filed, Jay School Corporation shall adopt with the
budget a finding concerning the objections in the petition and testimony presented. Following the
aforementioned hearing, the proper officers of Jay School Corporation will meet to adopt the following
budget:
Public Hearing Date: Monday, Adoption Meeting Date: Monday, 

August 21, 2023 September 18, 2023
Public Hearing Time 5:00 PM Adoption Meeting Time 5:00 PM

Administration Office  Administration Office 
Public Hearing Location: 414 Floral Ave.  Adoption Meeting Location: 414 Floral Ave. 

Portland, IN 47371 Portland, IN 47371 
Estimated Civil Max Levy $0
Est. Fire Max Levy $0
Est. Fire Territory Max Levy $0
Est. School Operations Max Levy $7,937,077
Property Tax Cap Credit Estimate $313,200
1 2 3 4 5 6
Fund Name Budget Maximum Excessive      Current Levy
Estimate Estimated Funds to Levy Appeals    Tax Percentage

be Raised (including  Levy Difference
appeals and levies (Col. 3/
exempt from Col.5)
maximum  
levy limitations)

0061-RAINY DAY $1,000,000 $0 $0 $0
0180-DEBT SERVICE $5,854,152 $6,190,000 $0 $5,414,648 14.32%
0186-SCHOOL 

PENSION DEBT $893,902 $925,000 $0 $808,665 14.39%
3101-EDUCATION $21,980,000 $0 $0 $0
3300-OPERATIONS $11,000,000 $7,937,000 $0 $6,818,852 16.40%
Totals $40,728,054 $15,052,000 $0 $13,042,165
CR 8-15-2023 NS 8-16-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The Bryant Town Council will
be holding a first public hearing
meeting  Monday, August 21st
at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall lo-
cated at 107 E Main St. Bryant,
Indiana 47326.  The purpose of
the meeting is the upcoming
2024 Budget.

Bryant Town Council.
CR 8-15-2023- HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys tennis vs. Alexan-
dria – 5 p.m.; Boys soccer at Muncie
Central – 5 p.m.; Volleyball at Madison-
Grant – 6 p.m.; JV boys soccer at Muncie
Central – 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf vs.
Arcanum at Beechwood – 9 a.m.; Middle
School volleyball scrimmage vs. St.
Henry – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

4 a.m. — Women’s World Cup: Swe-
den vs. Spain (FOX)

6:30 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland
Guardians at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indi-
ana)

Wednesday
6 a.m. — Women’s World Cup: Eng-

land vs. Australia (FOX)
9 a.m. — USL: Championship: Rio

Grande Valley vs. San Antonio (FOX)
1 p.m. — Little League World Series

(ESPN)
6:30 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland

Guardians at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indi-
ana)

Local notes
Adams Memorial Hospital 5K

The Worthman Fitness Center and
the Diabetes Education Team of Adams
Memorial Hospital will host the “Catch

Your Breath ... while you Dash for Dia-
betes 5K Run/Walk” on Sept. 9 in coop-
eration with Adams County Parks and
Recreation.

Pre-registration is open for $20
through Friday, Sept 1 at which point the
entry fee will be raised to $25.

Participants may also sign up at 8:30
a.m. on Sept. 9 at the Adams Memorial
Hospital under the Cancer Institute ter-
race.

For more visit adamscounty5kchal-

lenge.com or contact Macy Jauregui at
(206) 724-2145 ext. 11036.

JC season tickets
Season tickets are available for the

2023-24 Jay County high school season.
Tickets may be purchased during the
school’s office hours from 7:30 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Patriots Passes and Senior Patriot
Passes that provide admission to all high
school and junior high events will be

available. They cost $105 and $60
respectively.

Also available are super tickets. High
school adult super tickets cost $80, jun-
ior high super tickets come out to $60
and senior super tickets are $45.

A pre-paid sports pass that is good
for 12 regular season events may be pur-
chased for $50 as well.

Boys basketball and football season
passes will cost $50 and $25 respec-
tively.

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Reach for your goal
Reece Guggenbiller reaches the ball over the goal line to score a touchdown during the Fort Recovery High School

football team’s scrimmage against Indian Lake on Friday.

By MICK AKERS
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service

LAS VEGAS — Big Ten
and Las Vegas officials are
in discussions about host-
ing the power conference’s
championship football
game at Allegiant Stadium.

Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority
President and CEO Steve
Hill said those talks are in
the early stages.

“The Big 10 has asked us
to submit proposals,” Hill
said in a text message to the
Las Vegas Review-Journal.
“I’m sure they have asked a
number of  cities. We are
certainly interested, will
put our best foot forward
and know there is no better
place for their football
championship.”

The Big Ten wasn’t avail-
able for comment.

Big Ten’s football cham-
pionship game has been
held at Lucas Oil Stadium
in Indianapolis since its
inception in 2011. The con-
ference’s contract with the
home of  the Indianapolis
Colts expires after the 2024
game.

Allegiant Stadium has
hosted the Pac-12 Confer-
ence’s football champi-
onship each of  the past two
years and will again this
winter. With the Pac-12
scheduled to lose all but
four of  its member schools
next year, it would appear
that event is on its way out
of  Las Vegas.

Big Ten
looks at
Vegas

Continued from page 8
Knicks forward Josh Hart

rested Team USA’s first game
and has played sparing minutes
in each of  the last two on the
outside of  Kerr’s regular rota-
tion.

Slovenia will assuredly play
better when Doncic returns to
the lineup, but it’s Team Cana-
da’s roster littered with NBA

players that could be the USA’s
toughest challenge. Canada’s
team is headlined by another
Knicks star — R.J. Barrett, who
shot 13-of-14 in Canada’s win
over Greece.

Other notable players on
Team Canada are Oklahoma
City Thunder superstar Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander, ex-Mem-
phis Grizzlies forward and cur-

rent Houston Rocket Dillon
Brooks, Dallas Mavericks big
man Dwight Powell, and Thun-
der guard Lugentz Dort.

THREE-HEADED
MONSTER

For the third game in a row,
Team USA head coach Steve
Kerr has gone to the three-guard
lineup of  Brunson, Pacers All-

Star Tyrese Haliburton and
Edwards, the Timberwolves
superstar making strides on the
defensive end during this FIBA
stretch.

Haliburton logged 12 assists,
Brunson finished with a game-
high 21 points and Edwards
starred in a featured role on
both ends of  the floor.

FIBA ...
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Sports
Tuesday, August 15, 2023

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

JCHS boys tennis
hosts Alexandria,
see Sports on tap

SIDNEY, Ohio — The
Indians had another solid
performance, but once
again, it wasn’t enough to
get over the hump and pull
out the victory.

The Fort Recovery High
School boys golf  team fell
to Botkins on Friday by a
score of  164-171 at Shelby
Oaks Golf  Course.

The Indians (0-2) had a
new leader in the match
with Reece LeFevre earn-
ing the team-low of  41.
LeFevre bogeyed the first
four holes before rattling

off  four pars on the final
five.

Match medalist went to
J.J. Meyer of  Botkins with
35 strokes. Meyer was the
only golfer to break 40, lift-
ing the Trojans to the win.

Keegan Muhlenkamp
also had four pars in the
match, three of  his com-
ing on the first four holes.
A double-bogey on hole
No. 7 is what put him
behind LeFevre with a 42.

Nate Jutte and Eli
Lennartz both shot 44s to
round out the Indians’

score. Lennartz shot for
par on the second, sixth,
seventh and ninth holes.
Jutte didn’t shoot for par
on any holes, but he put up
two birdies on the sixth
and ninth.

Matthew Romer and
Colson Post’s scores did
not factor into the team’s
final. Romer pared holes
No. 2 and 4 en route to a 46.
Post shot a 52 in his first
varsity appearance of  the
year, taking the spot that
Alex Dues previously
held.

NEW CASTLE — Abra-
ham Dirksen started the
season on a good note.

The rest of  the Patriots
cannot say the same.

Abraham Dirksen
picked up the only pair of
wins for the Jay County
High School boys tennis
team on Saturday when
they fell to Connersville
and New Castle 4-1 in the
Trojan Kickoff  Duals.

Abraham Dirksen
picked up a pair of  wins
for the Patriots in the No.
1 singles position. Kolton
DeBoard from Con-
nersville took two sets
and a tiebreaker to defeat.
He took the first 6-3, lost
the second 1-6 before win-
ning the 10-point
tiebreaker 10-6.

Abraham Dirksen pow-
ered through New Cas-
tle’s Leo Underwood with
a quick 6-4, 6-2 victory.

Against Connersville,
the No. 2 singles Eli Dirk-
sen and No. 3 singles
Isaac Miller couldn’t pull
through. They lost 6-2, 6-4
and 6-3, 6-1 to Clayton
Roszell and Anthony
Struewing respectively.

Despite the early losses,
they refused to lay down
in the second match of
the day. Both players’

matches lasted two hours
before ultimately falling
to their opponents from
the Trojans.

Eli Dirksen dropped the
first set 6-4. He led his
opponent 5-1 in the sec-
ond set, but couldn’t hold
on as a tiebreaker was
forced, ending in a 7-6 (7-
3) loss.

Miller’s match against
the No. 3 singles Trojan
had three tiebreakers
before the defeat. He won
the first tiebreaker to
take the first set 7-6. He
couldn’t repeat in the sec-
ond set, falling 7-6 before
losing the 10-point
tiebreaking third set 10-6.

Neither doubles duo
were able to pick up a win
for the Patriots either. No.
1 doubles pair Sam Myers
and Gage Sims fell 6-2, 7-5
to Kaidin Brock and
Tyler Caudill of  Con-
nersville and 6-4, 6-2 to
Vincent Farris and Jake
Jenkins of  New Castle.

In the No. 2 doubles,
Liam Garringer and Luke
Muhlenkamp fell 6-2, 6-4
against Maddox Rees and
Parker Thumb. In the sec-
ond the Trojans’ duo of
Caden Blackford and
Austin Nunez topped the
Patriots 6-0, 6-1.
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Chip on
Reece LeFevre chips onto the green of hole No. 4 of the Pony course at Winchester Golf

Club during the Fort Recovery High School boys golf’s match against Mississinawa Valley on
Thursday. LeFevre parred the hole (as well as five others) en route to 41 strokes for second-best
on the team. The Indians lost the match by only three strokes.

Jay Co. falls in
Trojan Kickoff

Abraham Dirksen picks
up a pair of wins, 

Eli Dirksen and Homan
lose in two-hour long

matches

Tribe golfers can’t
take down Botkins

By KRISTIAN WINFIELD
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

And now all eyes are on
Team Canada.

Now that the Team USA
men’s national basketball
team has easily disposed
of  the FIBA’s No. 1 rated
Spain team with a 98-88
victory in exhibition play
on Sunday, the only ques-
tion remaining is exactly
which country’s basket-
ball team has a fighting
chance against these clear-
cut juggernauts.

Spain was Team USA’s
toughest test after blowout
victories over Puerto Rico
and the Luka Doncic-less
Slovenian national team.
Despite several ugly
stretches of  play featuring
uncharacteristic
turnovers and allowed
baskets at the rim, the
Americans handled the
Spaniards in Madrid with
two more Showcase exhi-
bition games before FIBA
World Cup play officially
begins on Aug. 27.

And while Anthony
Edwards is the stand-
alone most talented player
on Team USA’s roster, it
was Knicks point guard

and starting USA floor
general Jalen Brunson
whose play swung the
game in America’s favor.

The Spanish national
team suffered a huge blow
when longtime floor gen-
eral and Cleveland Cava-
liers backup point guard
Ricky Rubio withdrew
from both World Cup play
and the Cavaliers season
citing mental health
issues. Against a less expe-
rienced Spanish starting
point guard, Brunson
attacked all night, tallying
a game-high 21 points.

The Knicks guard
scored 16 in the first half
alone and rounded-out his
performance with 5 assists
and 4 rebounds.

Team USA took a 55-45
lead into the half, courtesy
of  Brunson’s explosive
scoring, but shortly there-
after coughed up the
advantage. Spain took a 68-
64 lead in the third quarter,
thanks primarily to sloppy
play from the Americans.

Team USA, however,
responded with timely bas-
kets from Nets stars Mikal
Bridges and Cam Johnson.
Johnson made all three of
his attempts from down-

town and hit a top-of-the-
key beam to end a 9-0
Spain run. Bridges got into
early foul trouble and was
whistled for an unsports-
manlike foul three min-
utes into the first quarter.
He sat until midway
through the second then
found his way into the
game, finishing with 10
points after hitting a huge
catch-and-shoot three to
give the USA an 81-77 lead.

Former Knicks big man
Willy Hernangomez and
his brother and former
Denver Nuggets forward
Juancho Hernangomez
started in the front court
for Spain, and former
Portland Trail Blazers for-
ward Rudy Fernandez
gave the Spanish team a
spark off  the bench. The
Hernangomez brother did
damage in the paint
against a Team USA roster
whose starting lineup
lacks size at the three and
four with Bridges and
Brandon Ingram.

The former NBA players
combined for 24 points,
with the bigger center
Willy Hernangomez tally-
ing 13 points.

See FIBA page 7

U.S. beats Spain
in FIBA showcase


