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Lewis Boggs, 94, Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  88 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 66.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
50% chance of  showers and
thunderstorms with a low in
the lower 60s. Thursday will
be windy with highs in the
lower 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Dunkirk Police Pension
Board will meet at 10 a.m.
Thursday in the city building
at 131 S. Main St.

Thursday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS boys tennis
match against Randolph-
Southern.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Two Randolph County
men were arrested last
week after leading police
on a chase through five
counties, including Jay.

David W. Atkinson, 30,
and his passenger Jason
Gerstner of  Union City
were arrested Aug. 27 and
booked into Auglaize
County (Ohio) Correc-
tional Center following a
chase that resulted in a
Jay County officer firing
shots and damage to two
police vehicles as well as
two vehicles owned by
local residents.

Darke County (Ohio)
Sheriff ’s Office received
a call about 1:15 a.m. Aug.
27 about a 1999 Chevrolet
Silverado facing the
wrong way at a stop sign.
According to police
reports, when a Darke
County sheriff ’s deputy
confronted Atkinson and
Gerstner, they fled. Police
pursued Atkinson and
Gerstner through parts
of  Darke, Randolph, Jay,
Mercer and Auglaize
counties.

According to Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff  Ray Newton, a
Jay County officer fired
two rounds during the
pursuit but did not hit a
target.

Jay County officers
placed stop sticks on
county road 600 East just
south of  county road 300
South. Atkinson stopped
before the spikes and
backed into a Darke
County officer’s vehicle,
he said.

The chase continued
west along Indiana 26 and
county road 100 East
toward Portland, then
toward county road 300
East and back onto Indi-
ana 26 headed east, into
Mercer County and then
back onto State Line
Road.

See Chase page 2

Winchester,
Union City

men arrested
in Auglaize

Park planning

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A process is underway
toward making improve-
ments at Pennville Park.

Pennville Park Board
is in the midst of  work-
ing on its five-year park
master plan as well as
handling some logistical
details and fundraising
with a goal of  getting
some projects started at
the park.

“The park is the heart
of  Pennville now,” said
Tanner McClain, who
joined the park board
early this year. “That’s
where all the events are.

“That’s the place
where families can go
and picnic or play. … 

“That’s what we have.
So it just needs to be
updated.”

Nearly all of  the park
board is new as of  this
year, with Talir Ellis,
John Gibson and Sharon
Ross joining McClain
and her mom Deb Hidy,
who started on the board
in November. Upon tak-
ing the new roles, the
board members started
talking about what to do
next and looked into pos-
sible grants for new play-
ground equipment.

In order to apply for
any such state funding,
they learned they would
need to have a five-year
park master plan on file
with Indiana Depart-
ment of  Natural
Resources (DNR). One
was not in place.

Working on the plan
has been one of  the
board’s focuses since
then, with assistance
from John Moore of  Jay
County Trails Club and
those who worked on the
plan for the Town of
Bryant. As part of  that
process, they surveyed
Pennville Park users.

The results showed
that the activities most
regularly participated in
at the park are using the
playground (mentioned
by 70.2% of  respondents),
attending public events
such as Arts in the Park,
Church in the Park and
the Pennville Pumpkin
Festival (65.9%) and the
Pennville soccer pro-
gram (47.1%). Only a
handful said they use the
horseshoe pits, with less
than 20% of  respondents
saying they are regular
users of  the baseball dia-
mond and painted rock
garden. (Other amenities

fell somewhere in
between.)

Feedback also showed
more area for “open play
space” and athletic fields
as areas of  need. When
asked about a dream
project (regardless of
cost) in the next 10 years,
respondents prioritized
soccer fields and a splash
pad.

Armed with that feed-
back, the park board
hired Ryan Cambridge
and Mark Beer of  FRM-
WORK, an architecture
design and planning firm
based in Zionsville.

See Park page 2

Pennville board is in the midst of five-year plan,
efforts to fundraise to make facility improvements

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Thousands of  Hoosier
kids are missing out on free
breakfast and lunch, even
though nutrition advocates
say many Indiana families
continue to struggle with
hunger and food insecurity.

That’s according to a new
report by the Food
Research & Action Center
(FRAC), a national nonprof-
it that aims to reduce pover-
ty-related hunger.

FRAC’s report indicates
that nearly 58,000 fewer
children in Indiana
received a lunch on an aver-
age day in July 2022, a
decrease of  more than 50%
from the previous summer.
Data for 2022 is the latest to
be released.

Participation rates for
breakfast fell even further
as 60,000 fewer children
received breakfast on an
average day in July 2022, a
decrease of  about 81% com-
pared to July 2021. 

The decline in participa-
tion follows previous
increases in summer meal
participation in 2020 and
2021.

Across the country, every
other state also saw a
decrease in the average
daily participation in sum-
mer lunch in July 2022 com-
pared to July 2021, accord-
ing to FRAC.

Child nutrition waivers
issued by the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture make
the free meals available at
summer meal sites, often-
times located at schools and
community centers.

While waiver access was

expanded during the
COVID-19 pandemic, eligi-
bility restrictions are back
in place, meaning fewer
kids can access free meals.

“During the height of
the pandemic, families
could drive through sum-
mer meal sites and pick up
multiple meals for a few
days, making the process a
whole lot easier for many,”
said Emily Weikert Bryant,
executive director of  Feed-
ing Indiana’s Hungry, an
Indianapolis-based non-
profit focused on increas-
ing Hoosiers’ access to
food. 

See Declines page 5

Participation declines

Chase
crossed
five
counties

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Pennville Park Board began working on its five-year master plan in order to be able to seek grant funding for
improvements such as new playground equipment. (Members said the current equipment is more than 30 years old.) The
efforts included a park survey, which identified soccer fields and a splash pad as top items on the wish list.

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Bill Pugliana

Labor parade
United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain marches in the

Detroit Labor Day Parade on Sept. 4, 2023, in Detroit. The theme of this
year’s Parade is, “Labor United Stronger Than Ever!” The UAW is currently
in contract negotiations with the Big Three automakers Ford, General
Motors, and Stellantis, and the current UAW contract expires Sept. 14.

Fewer children are
taking part in

summer meal programs



Drug possession
A Dunkirk man was arrested

Tuesday for drug possession.
Daniel R. Meadows, 51, 399 W.

Lincoln Ave., was preliminarily

charged with two Level 6 felonies
for possession of  methampheta-
mine and unlawful possession of
a syringe, along with a Class B
misdemeanor for possession of

marijuana and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of  para-
phernalia.

He’s being held on a $4,500 bond
in Jay County Jail.

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

With just two months between
Hoosiers and November’s municipal elec-
tions, Indiana Secretary of  State Diego
Morales is encouraging all eligible to reg-
ister to vote, or update a registration.

“Getting registered to vote is the first
step, and then we need Hoosiers to show
up at the polls on Election Day,” Morales
said in a news release Tuesday.

Morales’ office ran a voter registration
booth daily at the Indiana State Fair. It
ran from July 28 through August 20.

And the office sponsored the fair’s
three $3 Thursdays, during which iPad-
toting staff  at two entrances encouraged

fairgoers to register or update a registra-
tion.

September is also recognized as
National Voter Registration Month by
the National Association of  Secretaries
of  State, of  which Morales is a member.

“As Indiana’s Chief  Election Officer,
one of  my priorities will always be
encouraging all eligible Hoosiers to reg-
ister to vote,” Morales said. “It only takes
a few minutes, and it can be done online.
”

Hoosiers can register to vote at Indi-
anaVoters.com or at a county clerk’s
office.

To vote in municipal elections on
November 7, Hoosiers must register by
October 10.

Continued from page 1
Officers had placed

another set of  stop sticks
on the road, and Atkinson
stopped before the spikes
and allegedly backed into
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office
sergeant Derek Bogen-
schutz’s vehicle.

About 2 a.m. Atkinson
called police and said he
had a child in the vehicle,
threatening to shoot the
child if  they didn’t stop the
pursuit, according to a
Portland police incident
report. (Police found no
child.)

Atkinson and Gerstner
lost police near Minnich
Farms, where they alleged-
ly stole one of  the compa-
ny’s vehicles and headed
into Mercer County. The
chase ended when Atkin-
son and Gerstner drove
across stop sticks and went
off  a ramp near St. Mary’s,
Ohio.

Atkinson and Gerstner
stood off  against police for
several hours before they
were arrested. An assault
rifle was allegedly recov-
ered from the vehicle, along
with drugs and syringes.

The Silverado is regis-

tered to Chad J. Timmer-
man of  Portland. Minnich
Farms’ vehicle had flat
tires and various other
damages.

Newton noted the case is
being investigated by Jay
County Prosecutor’s Office
as well as surrounding
counties, and an internal
investigation is also being
conducted for the discharge
of  the firearms and pur-
suit. 

As of  Tuesday, no
charges had not been filed
in Jay County. No one was
injured during the chase.
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Friendship, Indiana
Sept. 9-17

Open daily 9:00 a.m.
S.E. Indiana, 1 mi. east of

town on St. Rd. #62

(812) 667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com

Thursday
Hostetler, Patricia

Hostetler: 2 p.m., Green Park
Cemetery. 

Service listings provided by
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Lewis Boggs
Nov. 6, 1928-Sept. 5, 2023

Lewis Everett Boggs, age 94, of
Portland passed away on Sept. 5 at
IU Health Jay hospital.

He was born Nov. 6, 1928, in John-
son County, Indiana, to Lynn and
Katherine Boggs, the youngest of
eight children. He was a graduate of
Southport High School. He was a
U.S. Army veteran of  World War II.

He was an Indiana State Trooper
assigned to the Redkey post and
then later to the Indiana Toll Road,
where he was recognized for his
bravery by Indiana Gov. Matthew

Welsh for saving 38
hostages of  a
hijacked bus on the
Indiana Toll Road in a
shootout with the
hijacker. 

Many from Port-
land will remember
him as an agent for
the Prudential Life
Insurance company, where he
received several awards for his
sales. 

He was married to Barbara Sue
Kimmel for 63 years, and she pre-
ceded him in death in 2017.

He is survived by his four sons,
John, Michael, Douglas and Grego-
ry; six grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren; and two great-great-
grandchildren.

He will be cremated, and a private
family memorial will be held at a
later date.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may
be made to the Jay County Cancer
Society.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge.

Obituaries

Boggs

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.88
Late Sept. corn ........5.28
Wheat ......................5.10

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.88
Sept. corn ................5.33
Late Sept. corn ........4.78

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................5.23
Oct. corn ..................4.93
Beans ......................13.12

Oct. beans ..............13.48
Wheat ...................... 5.15

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.32
Oct. corn ..................5.12
Beans ......................14.14
Oct. beans ..............14.09
Wheat ......................5.65

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.23
Oct. corn ..................4.38
Beans ......................13.40
Sept. beans ............13.05
Wheat ......................5.15

Lotteries

In 1791, Mozart pre-
miered his opera "La
Clemenza di Tito” in
Prague.

In 1860, Jane Addams
was born in Cedarville,
Illinois. She and friend
Ellen Gate Starr opened
Hull House in Chicago in
1889 to provide welfare
assistance to those in
need. Hull House later
became key in the labor
rights and women’s suf-
frage movements.

In 1914, British and
French forces launched
an offensive against the
Germans in the First Bat-
tle of  the Marne during
World War I.

In 1944, Germany
launched its first long-
range missile during
World War II.

In 1966, a parliamen-
tary messenger stabbed
South African Prime
Minister Hendrik Verwo-
erd to death.

In 1968, Swaziland

gained its independence
from Great Britain,
which had ruled it since
1902.

In 1972, Chester
Sloniker, 69, Millgrove,
was found dead of  two
gunshot wounds to the
head at a gravel pit south-
east of  Blackford County
roads 600 East and 400
South near Dunkirk.
Sloniker reportedly left
to go fishing at the gravel
pit on the property of
Sidney Manor about 8:15
p.m. and was found dead
by Manor about 6:50 p.m.

In 2021, Ball State Uni-
versity’s Applied Anthro-
pology Laboratories
received a $200,000 grant
from the National
Endowment for the
Humanities to imple-
ment a traveling panel
exhibit about the Battle
of  St. Clair’s defeat at
Fort Recovery.

—The CR

CR almanac

73/59 71/55 73/51 75/53 77/55
Mostly

sunny skies
are expected
Thursday with
a high of 73
degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Monday, with
a high of 77.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Sunday,
when the
high will be
75.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are expected
Thursday with
a high of a
balmy 71
degrees.

Mostly
sunny and
clear on Satur-
day with a low
around 51
degrees at
night.

Thursday
9/7

Friday
9/8

Saturday
9/9

Sunday
9/10

Monday
9/11

Powerball
Monday
1-26-32-46-51
Power Ball: 13
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$461 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$101 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 9-6-4
Daily Four: 8-6-9-6
Quick Draw: 6-8-17-21-

24-26-28-41-45-46-48-49-56-
59-61-64-66-67-72-75

Evening
Daily Three: 0-9-1

Daily Four: 1-4-4-3
Quick Draw: 6-7-9-23-

24-32-34-44-46-52-54-57-60-
61-62-64-66-76-78-80

Cash 5: 7-9-13-20-23
Estimated jackpot:

$276,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-8-0
Pick 4: 1-8-1-7
Pick 5: 3-3-1-7-5
Evening
Pick 3: 2-5-4
Pick 4: 9-3-7-4
Pick 5: 6-8-3-2-5
Rolling Cash: 3-8-17-31-

33
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Wednesday
5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Council budget
review, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
10 a.m. — Dunkirk

Police Pension Board,
city building 131 S.

Main St.
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city hall,
321 N. Meridian St.,
Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay Class-
room Teachers’ Associa-
tion and Jay School Cor-
poration public hearing,
General Shanks, 414 Flo-
ral Ave., Portland.

Continued from page 1
“They dig through the sur-

vey feedback we have with the
questions to figure out what’s
the most wanted thing?” said
McClain. “What is not being
used?”

The firm also utilized Pen-
nville’s revitalization plan and
early feedback from the county
level as part of  the Regional
Economic Acceleration and
Development Initiative
(READI) 2.0 process.

“That way they could try to

find ways to tie into everything
so it’s not just limited to the
park but incorporated into
future things the town may
potentially do,” McClain added.

The park board received a
draft of  the park master plan
from the firm last week. It
includes making adjustments
to the park to utilize space for
soccer fields — a goal is to pro-
vide a field large enough for 13-
, 14- and 15-year-olds — install a
“pump track” for bicycles,
skateboards, etc., and a long-

term goal of  having a splash
pad.

The board will have another
public hearing on the plan — it
has not yet been scheduled —
in order to gather more feed-
back.

“As far as plans go, nothing is
finalized yet at all,” said
McClain. “It’s just brainstorm-
ing.

“We have the basics. We
know what the people want. We
know what’s realistic.”

The plan needs to be

approved and submitted to the
Indiana DNR by Nov. 10.

In conjunction with the plan-
ning, the park board has also
been working on fundraising in
order to supplement its limited
budget. Those efforts include
selling concessions during the
soccer program, a planned “cow
pie bingo” event during the Oct.
21 Pennville Pumpkin Festival
(first prize is $1,000) and design-
er purse bingo on Nov. 10 at Pen-
nville Community Gym.

McClain and Hidy noted that

a spiral slide had to be removed
from the playground equipment
after a child suffered a cut while
using it. (They said the equip-
ment is more than 30 years old.)

It’s time for some updating,
they said, with Hidy mention-
ing that there are a lot of  apart-
ments in Pennville that do not
provide back yards for children
to play in.

So a lot of  them spend time at
the park,” she said. “They just
need a place to go to run off
some of  that energy and play.”

Park ...

Chase ...

Felony arrests

Registration encouraged



DEAR ABBY: Two years before
he met me, my husband of  four
years did something I feel was
morally repugnant: He solicited a
prostitute. When he committed
this act, he was going through a
dark period in his life. He was
divorcing a woman who had
cheated and left him for another
man, raising his young son and
dealing with immense feelings of
insecurity. He told me all of  this
while we were dating, and I
thought I would eventually get
over it. However, almost five
years into our relationship, it still
haunts me and makes me ques-
tion his character. I hate that he
was capable of  doing something
like this, regardless of  what he
was going through. 

I have tried therapy, and we’ve
tried couples therapy — nothing
has helped me to move on. He

says this is not the type of  person
he is now, but I just can’t seem to
separate the man who did that
awful thing and the man I fell in
love with. Are some actions so
awful that they stain a person for
the rest of  their lives? Are we
doomed? — WRESTLING WITH
IT IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR WRESTLING: Your
husband was honest with you
from the beginning of  your
relationship and has been, I
presume, a faithful partner.

As you stated, he was under a
lot of  pressure when that
happened. I can’t name one
person who hasn’t made a
mistake sometime in the
past, including me. Use some
common sense and quit judg-
ing your poor husband for
his one “slip,” or PLEASE
free him to find a woman
who will appreciate him for
who he is. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My spouse and I

are retired. I thought we would
spend our retirement doing
things together, but all she wants
to do is sleep. It is not unusual for
her to stay in bed for two days
straight, getting up only to use
the bathroom and get a drink.
She does not help with the house-
keeping or other household
chores. 

I’ve asked her why she sleeps so
much. She tells me she doesn’t
know why. I have gone with her to
her doctors, and they have run
tests. Physically there’s nothing
wrong to account for all her sleep-
ing. This leads me to believe she’s
taking prescription medication to
be able to sleep as long as she
does. When I asked her if  this was
the case, she denied it. 

My wife was sexually abused as
a child and is currently being
treated for depression. Her doctor
and I have wanted her to see a
psychiatrist, but she absolutely
refuses. I’ve talked to her on sev-
eral occasions and let her know
I’m unhappy with how this is
affecting our marriage. She
seems not to care. 

I’m thinking of  getting a sepa-
ration. Do you think this is advis-
able? Or do you have any other

ideas? I love her dearly and being
apart is not what I desire. She
deserves all my efforts to help her
before I just no longer care and
give up. — FRUSTRATED IN
INDIANA

DEAR FRUSTRATED: Los-
ing interest in things someone
used to enjoy and sleeping for
“two days straight” are classic
symptoms of  SEVERE,
CHRONIC depression. It may
have been triggered by her
retirement. 

Your wife definitely should
be talking to someone. If  it’s
not a psychiatrist, then cer-
tainly a psychologist who
works with a psychiatrist who
will prescribe medications if
they are needed. You and her
doctor should insist upon it,
because your wife appears to
be very ill.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT
GROUP — For anyone
who’s lost a loved one or
has a spouse living in
long-term care or suffer-
ing from an illness, the
group will meet at 2 p.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-

ness Pavilion in Berne.
For more information,
call Sarah Conrad at (260)
589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For

more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For

more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

LOCALS MARKET —
Is held from 8 a.m. to
noon each Saturday in
May through October on
East Main Street in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, contact The Flower
Nook at (260) 726-7166.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku  

Call (260) 726-8141 or
email ads@thecr.com
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Community Calendar

Event from past troubles current wife

Minnetrista, Red-tail Land Con-
servancy and Anderson Museum of
Art are now accepting entry sub-
missions for the Open Space: Art
About the Land art competition and
exhibit.

The annual competition encour-
ages artists to “find creative inspi-
ration that celebrates “open space”
as it relates to the land and nature.”
It will be displayed this year as
simultaneous sister exhibits at
Minnetrista and the Anderson
museum.

Artists must be 18 or older and a
current or former resident of  Indi-
ana to enter. Pieces may be paint-
ings, drawings, mixed media,
prints, sculpture, fiber, metalwork,
ceramics or photography.

The submissions will be curried
by Earlham College emeritus pro-
fessor of  art Walt Bistline. Awards,

including cash prizes totaling
$1,500, will be presented during a
reception Nov. 3. For more informa-
tion, visit minnetrista.net.

Sweepstakes begins
To highlight National College

Savings Month, the State of  Indiana
is holding the CollegeChoice 529
Education Sweepstakes.

Students with college savings
accounts can enter for the opportu-
nity to receive a $10,000 deposit. The
entry form is available at college-

choicedirect.com/september. The
deadline is Sept. 30.

“College Savings Month in Indi-
ana is a great time to talk all options
college and career after high
school,” said Daniel Elliott, Indiana
Treasurer of  State, in a press
release. “Since 529 plans can be used
for technical and trade programs,
registered apprenticeships, and 4-
year degrees, this sweepstakes will
have a significant impact on a
Hoosier family.”

Pennville supper
Pennville Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment is hosting a free ham and
beans supper from noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday.

The dinner will include ham and
beans, cornbread, dessert and a bev-
erage. Attendees may give free will
donations for the meal.

Entries open for art exhibit
Taking
Note

Dear
Abby
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Sept. 3, 2008.
Jack had an interesting relation-
ship with computers and it was
always amusing when he offered
his advice on how to fix whatever
happened to be the problem of  the
day. But he knew to steer clear of
rich foreign benefactors.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Maybe computers should be
designed to have a flush handle.
There’s a trash can, but that’s
not doing the trick.

Sometime over the three-day
weekend, I noticed that our e-
mail software on the home com-
puter was performing slowly.

Now, keep in mind that this is
a five-year-old computer, which
in the computer equivalent of
dog years ranks it right up there
with Methuselah.

It’s been a great piece of  equip-
ment, and we have no plans to
replace it.

(Note to computer owners:
Never write a column in which
you mention plans to replace the
current model. Trust me. The
machine knows. And the
machine is not happy. Think
HAL in “2001: A Space
Odyssey.”)

But when I looked at the e-
mail, I noticed something.

We had the equivalent of  sev-
eral dumpster loads of  mail clut-
tering up our computer, some of
it dating back to 2003.

In fact, we had nearly 10,000
pieces of  e-mail in our in-box.
We’d read them all, but for rea-

sons best left to behavioral sci-
entists we had kept most of
them.

I want to interject here that
this is not a huge problem for us
in the non-cyberspace world, or
what used to be known as reality.

While my desk can get a little
messy and there’s a stack of
Wall Street Journals on the old
couch in my office, I pretty much
keep track of  things. And we’re
great ones at home for purging
out recyclables like catalogs and
magazines on an efficient basis.

But cyberspace? Well, that’s
like having an infinite closet for
Fibber McGee, to mix a couple
of  cross-generational refer-
ences. Who cared if  it cluttered
up?

Until last weekend, when we
approached the 10,000 mark.
Maybe that’s a red line for slop-
py computer users.

At any rate, the concrete-boots
speed of  the computer got me

looking at what the heck was in
our in-box.

The answer: Not much that
you’d want to hang onto.

I started deleting things from
the bottom of  the file, the oldest
in the computer.

Then I quickly learned I could
clean house more efficiently by
grouping things together.

You’d be surprised how many
useless e-mails you can flush if
you look for those with “auto” at
the start or those that refer to
failed mail deliveries or those
that involve e-mailed newslet-
ters.

Part of  the process was a trip
back through time. I’d come
across an e-mail from 2003 or
2004 from someone I’d never
heard of, check it out, realize it
was junk, and hit the delete key.

At the same time, I was able to
make sure I’d saved meaningful
family or business messages.

All in all, it was an especially

satisfying night of  purging
Internet junk.

Did I do enough?
Probably not.
By the latest count, we still

have something like 7,700-plus e-
mails in our in-box and another
5,800-plus in our sent-mail box.

That’s way too many, but I felt
good about the electronic house-
keeping just the same.

Then, Monday afternoon, the
computer beeped at me.

It was signaling incoming
mail, and I thought it might be
something important.

Turns out, Mr. Patrick Chan
of  Hang Sen Bank in Hong Kong
has a proposal for me.

It seems an Iraqi client of  his
has plunked $12.1 million in the
bank and will give me half  if  I
agree to be somebody’s next of
kin.

Sounds like a heck of  deal.
Maybe I shouldn’t have cleaned
up the e-mail after all.

Mailbox needed serious clean-up

The Columbian
(Vancouver, Washington)
Tribune News Service

During a roundtable dis-
cussion this month in Van-
couver, a recovering addict
delivered a powerful sum-
mary of  the scourge that is
fentanyl.

“I just accepted the fact
that I was going to die on
the street, probably in the
gutter,” said Aaron
Lopez during a meeting
with Sen. Maria Cantwell,
D-Washington, local law
enforcement, health
providers and first respon-
ders. “And a lot of  the times
I would use in public just
for the fact that if  I OD’d,
someone would find my
body and tell my family
what happened to me.”

The story is hardly
unique. Washington experi-
enced the sharpest rise in
overdoses among
any U.S. state last year, with
most of  the increase attrib-
uted to fentanyl. And
Dr. Kevin Fischer, medical
director at Columbia River
Mental Health Services,
said the number of  people
seeking treatment has dou-
bled in the last few years.

Fentanyl is a synthetic
opioid that is up to 50 times
stronger than heroin and
100 times stronger than
morphine, according to
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Last year, more than
75,000 U.S. deaths were
attributed to synthetic opi-
oids — primarily fentanyl.

In response, Cantwell has
been conducting listening
sessions throughout the
state to glean information
about the issue. She also
supports the FEND Off
Fentanyl Act, which has
been folded into the Nation-
al Defense Authorization
Act. The legislation would
target the finances of  inter-
national fentanyl traffick-
ers.

Indeed, fentanyl is a mat-
ter of  national security,
with ingredients typically
manufactured in China and
then smuggled
through Mexico. But the
facts often are obscured in
debates about how to com-
bat the drug.

Critics claim that undoc-
umented immigrants cross-
ing the southern border are
to blame for a spike in fen-
tanyl supply in this coun-
try. But officials report that
90% of  the fentanyl they
have seized has been at offi-
cial ports of  entry rather
than in illegal crossings. In
2021, 86% of  people convict-
ed of  fentanyl trafficking
were U.S. citizens.

As a headline from the
libertarian Cato
Institute read in 2022, “Fen-

tanyl Is Smuggled
for U.S. Citizens by U.S. Cit-
izens, Not Asylum Seek-
ers.” And as a headline
read in The Seattle
Times on Tuesday, “Fen-
tanyl gets into WA in ‘any
manner you can think of.’ “

It also is appearing in
any form you can think of,
often mixed in with other
drugs. In 2021, Clark Coun-
ty Public Health issued a
warning: “Anyone who
uses powdered drugs or
takes pills that were not
given to them by a pharma-
cy should assume they con-
tain fentanyl. Drugs pur-
chased online, from friends,
or from regular dealers
could be deadly.” In 2022,
60% of  fentanyl-laced pre-
scription pills analyzed by
the Drug Enforcement
Agency were found to con-
tain potentially lethal
doses.

All of  that makes the
scourge particularly insidi-
ous — and particularly dif-
ficult to stem, requiring a
focus on both supply and
demand. The governments
of  China and Mexico must
be enlisted to slow the man-
ufacturing and trafficking
of  the drug; education and
treatment programs must
be bolstered in this country
to diminish the market for
those illicit drug manufac-
turers.

During the roundtable
with Cantwell, Vancou-
ver Mayor Anne
McEnerny-Ogle focused on
the conditions that con-
tribute to addiction. “If  we
can bridge this immediate
crisis of  housing and serv-
ices, you will give these
individuals the help that
they need,” she said.

That is an important
step, and it is within the
purview of  local govern-
ment. But slowing the fen-
tanyl crisis will require
efforts at all levels of  gov-
ernment.

Focus on supply,
demand to fix crisis

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

It’s a catchy phrase, “axe the
tax,” and the idea of  eliminating
the state income tax is a simple
thing for voters to understand. But
that annual $8 billion in tax rev-
enue provides services that can’t
be swept under the rug for cuts to
be named later. 

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch, a
Republican gubernatorial candi-
date pushing the proposal, has
said the how is not as important as
the why and what. As someone
who has read the state budget over
the years, I have to respectfully
disagree. 

So I thought I would show you
what exactly you would have to cut
to cover the $8 billion in revenue
that would go away. The current
biennial budget spends $44 billion,
or about $22 billion a year. 

First, Crouch says the elimina-
tion of  the tax will result in
increased investment in the state
and therefore more tax revenue
from corporate, sales and other
taxes. But there are no estimates
or analysis showing if  that hap-
pened in other states that went
through a similar transition. 

And second, she and others also
say there are efficiencies that can
be found in state government. This
is likely true, to the tune of  mil-
lions. But billions? Absolutely
not. 

After all, Republicans have con-
trolled the governor’s office since
2005 and had supermajorities in
the General Assembly for at least a
decade. 

If  there are billions in wasteful
spending in the state budget, that
doesn’t say much for GOP fiscal
stewardship. 

But I’ll be charitable. I will start
off  by positing that efficiencies

and new investment will cover $1
billion of  the lost revenue. 

Now where do we find the next
$7 billion?

Education covers half  of  the
state budget so you have to start
there. Abolishing the controver-
sial state-paid voucher system
would save about $500 million.

I’m not an accountant so I’m
going to keep cuts nice and simple:
10%. And a 10% cut in tuition sup-
port to public schools would save
$880 million. Of  course, without
that money, there would likely be
hundreds of  teacher layoffs, larger
class sizes and fewer art and music
classes. 

Our total is now $2.38 billion. 
Next up, we gut economic devel-

opment funding. First, the quality-
of-place program READI that has
funneled hundreds of  millions to
local communities. That is $250
million next year. Plus, the $500
million “deal-closing fund.” We
can also get rid of  the 21st Century
Research and Development Fund
and the workforce cabinet, for sav-
ings of  about $45 million.

The running total is now $3.175
billion. 

No one likes road construction,
so let’s do less of  it. A 10% cut
would save $220 million. 

Now, we are at $3.395 billion. 
Medicaid — or health care for

the poor and disabled — is the
fastest growing segment of  the
budget. It’s a mix of  state and fed-
eral funding. A 10% cut in state

dollars would save $330 million.
But it would come with more
Hoosiers going to hospitals as a
last resort, ultimately meaning we
all pick up the bill — with higher
costs. 

Our total is now $3.725 billion.
Next up, we stop paying for new

buildings on college campuses. In
the new budget, that is about $600
million. 

We are up to $4.325 billion. 
We could cut 10% of  the Indiana

Department of  Correction budget,
netting us roughly $100 million. 

And the Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office isn’t required by the
Constitution, so abolishing it
would save about $30 million. 

So now we are at $4.45 billion.
Canceling other state building

projects — from new prisons, to
state park inns and an archives
building — would save $1.25 bil-
lion. 

That brings us up to $5.7 billion.
I give up, but I think you get the

idea. It is much harder than it
sounds in a campaign clip.

Do we reduce how much funding
goes to protecting abused and neg-
lected children? Do we slash
health funding? Eliminate the
Department of  Environmental
Management? Who needs the
Department of  Natural Resources,
anyway?

I’m being tongue-in-cheek, but
the matter is serious. And these
are questions that should be dealt
with now, not sometime later after
the damage of  eliminating a tax is
done.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana

Statehouse since 1999. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Can $8 billion really be cut?
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Although state and federal offi-

cials have piloted new programs
to get additional kids fed, Bryant
said many still lack access to
nutritious foods.

“Congress addressed this with
a couple of  new options that
were piloted and developed dur-
ing the pandemic but they seem
unlikely to address child nutri-
tion programs again soon,” she
continued, emphasizing that
“summers add an extra level of
hardship for families at risk of
hunger.”

The two federal summer nutri-
tion programs — the Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP)
and National School Lunch Pro-
gram (NSLP) — provide funding
to serve meals and snacks to chil-
dren at sites during summer
vacation or the extended breaks
of  year-round schools. The pro-
grams also can be used to feed
children during unanticipated
school closures. 

The SFSP is a federally-fund-
ed, state-administered program
that reimburses approved pro-
gram operators who serve free,
healthy meals and snacks to chil-
dren under age 18 in low-income
areas when school is not in ses-
sion.

Sponsorship is open to public
and private nonprofit groups,
including local governments,
summer camps, religious organi-
zations and recreation centers.
Organizations may also consider
partnering with an existing

sponsor, such as a school corpo-
ration, to serve students in areas
where kids lack good nutrition
during the summer months.

Separately, the NSLP is avail-
able for schools that operate
summer school. Only the stu-
dents enrolled in summer school
can receive a meal, however.

The FRAC report indicates the
number of  SFSP sponsors and
sites decreased from July 2021 to
July 2022.

Specific data obtained by the
Indiana Capital Chronicle from
the Indiana Department of  Edu-
cation shows there were 280
sponsors and 2,035 sites
statewide that provided summer
meals in 2021. That decreased to
192 sponsors providing summer
meals at 1,047 sites in 2023.

FRAC experts and state offi-
cials attribute much of  the
decrease in participation to the
reintroduction of  limitations on
summer nutrition programs. 

Prior to the pandemic, to qual-
ify as a summer meal site, at
least 50% of  the children in a
given geographic area had to be
eligible for free or reduced-price
school meals, or at least 50% of
kids participating in the pro-
gram at the site had to be indi-
vidually determined eligible for
free or reduced-price school
meals. Sites that primarily
served migrant children also
qualified.

Once a site was determined
eligible, all children who come to
the site can eat for free, regard-

less of  their economic or
migrant status.

Through the program, a spon-
sor enters into an agreement
with the state education depart-
ment to run the program and
receives reimbursement for each
eligible meal and snack served at
meal sites.

That changed, though, during
the pandemic — from Spring
2020 through Summer 2022 —
when states could utilize a
nationwide child nutrition waiv-
er that allowed any community
to have a summer meal site.

Although waivers were techni-
cally available for Summer 2022,
Congress did not extend the
waivers again until late June,
which IDOE officials said was
“too late” for Indiana’s SFSP
operations.

This year, federal meal pro-
gram eligibility returned to stan-
dard procedure, meaning only
low-income areas were qualified
to participate.

FRAC noted that program
staffing shortages, supply chain
disruptions and many meal sites
shuttering as a result of  the pan-
demic additionally led to fewer
children receiving a summer
lunch in 2022 and 2023.

FRAC’s goal is for all states to
feed summer lunches to 40 kids
for every 100 children who
received free or reduced-price
lunch in the 2021–2022 school
year.

As of  July 2022, just eight stu-
dents in Indiana received a

summer lunch per every 100
students who ate school lunches
during the regular academic
year, according to FRAC.

To meet the nonprofit’s goal,
the Hoosier state would need to
increase the number of  stu-
dents served summer lunches
by more than 200,000: from
54,445 kids to more than 268,000.
That equates to more than $19
million in additional federal
reimbursement dollars for sum-
mer lunches.

Bryant applauded IDOE for a
program piloted this summer
that allowed additional meals
sites in rural areas. Kids in cer-
tain parts of  the state were able
to access meals without having
to be present at that site to eat
the meal, “which is a big step
toward increasing summer
meals,” Bryant said.

“We need to see more of  this
— not just in rural areas — but
anywhere, because we know it’s
not just finding a location but
getting to it each day to sit and
eat the meal on site that can be
difficult,” she added.

Bryant and FRAC also point-
ed to federal legislation adopted
in December 2022, creating a
permanent program that will
provide an Electronic Benefit
Transfer (EBT) card to pur-
chase food during the summer
months to families eligible for
free or reduced-price school
meals, extending the summer
benefits families have received
through the Pandemic EBT Pro-

gram. The legislation takes
effect next summer.

“It’s a great step forward
because SNAP benefits don’t go
up in the summer when kids are
eating at home,” Bryant said.
“These innovations, borne from
the pandemic, will help more
children access what they need
when they’re out of  school. What
will be important going forward
is insuring these programs are as
accessible as possible by encour-
aging Congress and the adminis-
trating agencies to reduce barri-
ers to program access, streamlin-
ing program administration to
encourage more site and agency
participation, and insuring the
benefits are adequate to really be
helpful.”

She said families can also
access food banks and food
pantries in the summer — or any
time — for extra help stretching
their grocery budget.

Still, FRAC is urging policy-
makers to improve summer
meals access. At the state level,
that includes better advertise-
ment about summer meals to
families, as well as more finan-
cial support for summer food
sponsors to increase the number
of  available meal sites. More
broadly, the hunger relief  organ-
ization called on the federal gov-
ernment to lower the eligibility
threshold from 50% to 40%, and
to make permanently increase
funding for summer and after
school programs where meals
can be served.

Declines ...

By SELCAN HACAOGLU
and MEGAN DURISIN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Russian President
Vladimir Putin said he
wouldn’t revive a U.N.-
backed deal that had eased
global food prices by allow-
ing Ukraine to ship its
grain through the Black
Sea unless obstacles to
Russia’s own agricultural
exports are removed.

Putin’s comments came
after a three-hour meeting
with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in
the Russian resort town of
Sochi. Erdogan, who
helped broker the original
Black Sea Grain Initiative
in 2022, had hoped to come
away from the talks with a
new framework for negoti-
ations to present to global
leaders at the Group of  20
Summit in India later in
the week.

Instead, the two leaders
confirmed plans to send 1
million tons of  Russian
grain via Turkey to
African nations concerned
the disruptions would
raise food prices.

That volume is a frac-
tion of  Russia’s total
wheat exports, which are
expected to reach some 48
million tons this season.
It’s also much smaller
than the amount Ukraine
was shipping through the
Black Sea before Russia
abandoned the grain deal
and closed the safe corri-
dor in July.

Uncertainty about the
future of  supplies from
one of  the world’s largest
grain exporters has con-
tributed to weeks of
volatility in global wheat
prices, as has the surge in
hostilities in and around
the Black Sea.

Russia launched waves
of  drone attacks on the
southern Odesa region in
the leadup to the talks,
damaging storage and
industrial facilities as well
as agricultural equipment.
It also targeted two river
ports that are the main
alternative export routes
to the Black Sea, setting
the tone for the talks.

Putin complained about
a surge in Ukrainian
drone strikes on Russian
gas pipelines, with his
defense minister later cit-
ing drone attacks as a rea-
son for exiting the deal,
according to the Interfax
news service.

A midsized power that’s
maintained strong ties
with both Putin and the
West, Turkey’s success in
brokering the original deal
allowed Ukrainian cargoes
to return to global markets
upended by Russia’s inva-
sion.

But the arrangement, a
rare diplomatic win in an
otherwise grinding war,

was fragile from the outset
and Ukraine’s grain
exports were repeatedly
disrupted by slow ship
inspections and political
tensions. Russia com-
plained for months that its
own demands for better
trade terms had been
ignored before finally exit-
ing the deal.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s
deputy chief  of  staff  told
Bloomberg TV before the
talks that his country was
depending on Turkey to
support the restoration of
the grain deal and was also
ready to export to poor
nations in Africa and Asia.

“The crops in Ukraine
this year are quite good. So
we are ready,” Ihor Zhovk-
va said. “The world is suf-
fering when Russia is
using aggressive instru-
ments in the food security
area.”

But Putin stuck to the
position Russia staked out
when it left.

“We will be ready to con-
sider the possibility of
reviving the grain deal,”
he said in a news confer-
ence after the talks. “We
will do it immediately as
soon as all the agreements
on the lifting of  restric-
tions on the export of
Russian agricultural prod-
ucts are fulfilled.”

Russia has demanded
the removal of  obstacles to
its exports of  food and fer-
tilizer, some of  which were
hit immediately after it
invaded Ukraine as banks,
insurers and shipment
companies steered clear of
Russian goods and Baltic
nations ceased handling
Russian volumes through
their ports. That hasn’t
stopped Russia exporting
record volumes of  wheat,
and its fertilizer exports
are also recovering to pre-
war levels.

Russia also wants to
reopen an ammonia
pipeline that traverses
Ukraine and reconnect
Rosselkhozbank, a state-
owned lender focused on
agriculture, to the SWIFT
system for international
payments.

The United Nations has
worked closely with pri-
vate-sector banks and
insurance providers to try
to address Russia’s con-
cerns. U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres
recently sent Moscow a
revised proposal he said
could form the basis of  a
revamped deal.

“We cannot have a Black
Sea Initiative that moves
from crisis to crisis, from
suspension to suspen-
sion,” Guterres told
reporters in New York
Thursday. “We need to
have something that works
and that works to the bene-
fit of  everybody.”

Talks conclude
without a deal
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HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISI-
BLE! 45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165

SWITCH TO DISH and
get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limit-
ed time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-855-551-9764
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing and
Alterations, Quilts, Baby
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders,
Wedding & Prom Gowns.
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing seam
metal roofs. When Quality
Counts, Count On US. A
company you can trust.
Member of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Sale to be held
in the Montpelier Civic
Center, 339 South Main
Street,Montpelier IN
Thursday Evening

SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 
6:00 P.M.

203 ACRES IN HARRI-
SON TOWNSHI –

BLACKFORD COUNTY
INDIANA

TRACT 1 – 40 acres
located in Section 20 at
the corner of CR 300 E
and 500 N. There are
38.79 acres of mostly
level tillable land with
1.21 acres of roadway.
TRACT 2 – 67.54 acres
located in Section 32 on
CR 400 E. There are
30.97 acres of tillable
land along with 31.5

acres of Classified Forest
and balance in ditch and

roadway.
TRACT 3 – 95.832 acres
located in Section 29 with
an address of 3402 N
400 E. There are 62.32
acres of slightly sloping
tillable land, 27.58 acres
in woods with the bal-
ance in ditch and scrub.
This tract also has an
easement for a utility

tower.
For more information
please contact GARY
LOY, AUCTIONEER at
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, BROKER at (260)

726-2700.
BEULAH HISER TRUST
By Mike Landers and
Pam Hart, Trustees

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  
AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR full time or part
time driver. 8316 N. 250
E. Bryant IN 47326 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Pres-
sure washing in Fort
Recovery. Call 419-852-
0309. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES FOR SALE
Menchhofer Farms; 5679
Wabash Rd., Coldwater,
OH. 419-942-1502 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 100 JOBS WANTED

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S

SALE
DLC#: E312-695

By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of the Superior Court of
Jay County, Indiana, in Cause
No. 38D01-2212-MF-000028,
wherein Freedom Mortgage
Corporation was Plaintiff, and
Laura Fortkamp and United
States of America through its
Department of Housing & Ur-
ban Development, were the De-
fendants, requiring me to make
the sum as provided for in said
Decree with interest and costs,
I will expose at public sale to
the highest bidder, on the 28th
day of September, 2023 at 10:00
A .M. of said day, at 120 N. Court
Street, Ste. 305, Portland, IN
47371, the fee simple of the
whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana:

Lot numbered 1 in Hugh's
Second Addition, being an
addition in a part of the East
half of the Northeast Quar-
ter of Section 19, Township
23 North, Range 14 East,
Wayne Township, now in the
City of Portland, Indiana.
38-07-19-101-014.000-034
and commonly known as: 113
Maple Ln, Portland, IN 47371.

Subject to all liens, encum-
brances, rights of redemption,
easements and restrictions of
record not otherwise foreclosed
and extinguished in the pro-
ceedings known as Cause
#38D01-2212-MF-000028 in the
Superior Court of the County of
Jay Indiana, and subject to all
real estate taxes, and assess-
ments currently due, delin-
quent or which are to become a
lien.
Said sale will be made without
relief from valuation or ap-
praisement laws. If the sale is
set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee, or the Mortgagee's 

Larry R. Newton, Jr.
Jay County Sheriff

Attorney.
Doyle & Foutty, P.C.

41 E Washington St, STE 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

CR 8-23,30,9-6-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The Bryant Town Council will
be holding an Adoption meet-
ing  Monday, September 18th at
6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall lo-
cated at 107 E Main St. Bryant,
Indiana 47326.  The purpose of
the meeting is the Adoption of
the 2024 Budget.

Bryant Town Council.
CR 9-6-2023- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Public Notice

Wabash Valley Power Alliance
(WVPA), located at 6702 Intech
Blvd., Indianapolis, Indiana
46278 is submitting a Notice of
Intent to the Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Man-
agement (IDEM) of our intent to
comply with the requirements
of Construction Stormwater
General Permit INRA 00000 to
discharge storm water from
construction activities associ-
ated with the Trinity – Mount
Zion 69kV Electric Transmis-
sion Line Project. The project is
centrally located at
40°30'29.26"N Latitude and
84°50'52.45"W Longitude in Jay
County, Indiana. Storm water
runoff from this project may dis-
charge into Limberlost Creek,
East Prong Franks Drain, and
several tributaries to these sur-
face waters. Questions or com-
ments regarding this project
should be directed to Scott
Beery of WVPA at the above ad-
dress or at 1-317-481-2926 or
info@wvpa.com. 
CR 9-6-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 11

ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, 
CHAPTER 71, SCHEDULE IV OF THE JAY COUNTY CODE

Title VII Chapter 71, Schedule IV, Truck Restriction, is
hereby amended to read as follows:

DEFINITIONS.  The following definitions shall apply to this
schedule:
(A) “Truck” means any motor vehicle used for the transporta-
tion of goods or property whose total gross weight exceeds
twenty thousand (20,000) pounds.
(B) “Truck-Tractor” means any motor vehicle designed and used
primarily for drawing a trailer or another vehicle.
(C) “Semitrailer” means a trailer or other vehicle designed for
carrying goods or property and being drawn by a truck-tractor
or other motor vehicle and is so constructed that some part of its
weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another
motor vehicle.
RESTRICTIONS ON COUNTY ROADS.  Trucks, truck-tractors
and semitrailers are prohibited from using any part of the fol-
lowing roads or sections of roads:
ROAD RESTRICTED SECTION
Como Road Between State Highway 26 and 

State Highway 67
County Road 50 North                       Between County Road 300 West

and County Road 200 West
County Road 100 North Between U.S. Highway 27 

and County Road 200 West
County Road 200 South South Between U.S. Highway 27 

and State Highway 67
County Road 200 West Between County Road 300 North 

and State Highway 67 
County Road 300 East Between State Highway 26 

and Division Road
County Road 500 South Between State Highway 1 

and State Highway 67
County Road 500 South                      Between County Road 1150 

West and County Road 1225 West
County Road 750 West Between County Road 300 North 

and County Road 400 North
County Road 750 West From County Road 450 North 

to 400 North
County Road 750 West Between State Road 18 

and County Road 550 North
Division Road Between the eastern edge 

of the City of Portland and County Road 300 East
County Road 1150 West Between 500 South 

and the Dunkirk City Limits
RESTRICTIONS DURING WHEN STATE HIGHWAYS ARE
CLOSED DUE TO OFFICIAL DETOUR. Trucks, truck-tractors,
and semitrailers are prohibited from using any part of the fol-
lowing roads or sections of roads during any period of time
when State Highway 26 or U.S. Highway 27 are subject to an of-
ficial detour provided by the Indiana Department of Trans-
portation:
ROAD RESTRICTED SECTION
State Line Road Between County Road 

300 N and County Road 400 S
County Road 700 E Between County Road 

300 N and County Road 400 S
County Road 600 E Between County Road 300 N 

and County Road 400 S
County Road 300 E Between County Road 300 N and 

County Road 400 S
County Road 100 E Between State Highway 26 and 

County Road 200 S
Division Road Between the Portland City Limits

to County Road 600 E
County Road 100 N Between U.S. Highway 27 

to County Road 600 E
County Road 200 N Between U.S. Highway 27 

to County Road 700 E
County Road 300 N Between U.S. Highway 27 

to State Line Road
County Road 100 S Between the Portland City Limits 

to State Highway 26
County Road 200 S Between U.S. Highway 27 

to State Line Road
County Road 400 S Between U.S. Highway 27 

to State Line Road
EXCEPTIONS.  This schedule shall not apply to the following:

1. School buses and state or county owned vehicles.
2. Delivery vehicles which must stop within the above re-

stricted section of county roads to make deliveries in their nor-
mal course of business.

3. Vehicles owned and operated by either owners or their
lessees who own property located adjacent to the above re-
stricted section of county roads.

4. County Road 400 South between U.S. Highway 27 and State
Highway 1 shall be considered a truck route without any re-
strictions.
PENALTY.  A person found guilty of violating this schedule
shall be subject to a minimum fine of $275.00 and a maximum
fine of $2,500.00 for an initial violation of this schedule and shall
be subject to a minimum fine of $500.00 and a maximum fine of
$2,500.00 for each subsequent violation of this schedule.
Notwithstanding this penalty provision, the County shall main-
tain the right and ability to pursue a separate civil action to col-
lect actual damages caused to roadways, curbs, signs, or other
personal property by any person, firm, or corporation found in
violation of this Ordinance

EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall become effective after
publication.

ORDAINED AND ADOPTED by the Jay County Commission-
ers on this 28th day of August, 2023.

Chad Aker, President
Jay County Commissioners

Attest: Emily Franks, Jay County Auditor
CR 8-30,9-6-2023 NS 9-6,13-2023-HSPAXLP
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READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys tennis vs.
Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Girls golf at Delta –
5 p.m.; Girls soccer vs. Oak Hill –
5:30 p.m.; Volleyball at Woodlan – 6
p.m.; Boys soccer at Yorktown – 5:30
p.m.; Junior High cross country at
Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.; Junior High vol-
leyball vs. RJ Baskett – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at Min-
ster at Arrowhead – 4 p.m.; Boys golf

vs. Minster – 4 p.m.; Volleyball vs.
Versailles – 5 p.m.; Middle School
football at Minster – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

Noon — Tennis: U.S. open (ESPN)
6:40 p.m. — Major League Base-

ball: Seattle Mariners at Cincinnati
Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — Tennis: U.S. Open
(ESPN)

Thursday
7 p.m. — Tennis: U.S. Open (ESPN)
8 p.m. — High school football: Lake

Belton at Red Oak (ESPN2)
8:20 p.m. — NFL football: Detroit

Lions at Kansas City Chiefs (NBC)

Local notes
Skater clinics and Bootcamp begin

The Cornfed Roller Derby will host a
clinic on Thursday, Sept. 7 from 9 to 11
p.m. and on Monday, Sept. 11 from 7

to 9 p.m. at Gibson Arena in Muncie to
recruit skaters and officials.

For a $5 fee, those 18-and-older
may participate in the clinic to learn
skating fundamentals and roller derby
gameplay. No experience is required.

Participants need quad skates, a
helmet, knee pads, elbow pads, wrist
guards and a mouth guard. Equipment
will be available to borrow but partici-
pants must bring their own mouth
guard.

On Mondays from Sept. 14

through Sept. 28 at 7-9 p.m.,
participants can attend a New Skater
Bootcamp. Participation costs $20
for all five dates and will provide the
opportunity to expand and polish
their knowledge of roller derby.

The same equipment guidelines
apply.

Hunt applications
Hunters can apply for a variety of

reserved hunts by visiting
on.IN.gov/reservedhunt.

Applications for the following hunts
can only be applied for online. They
include waterfowl and deer hunts in
fish and wildlife areas, deer hunts on
state park property, November game
bird area hunts, Indiana private land
access hunts, and December game
bird area hunts.

Applications are due Sept. 24 by
11:59 p.m.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
He finished 35th at the

Bristol dirt race following
his victory at Richmond
Raceway, and then came in
33rd at Talladega a week
after conquering Mar-
tinsville.

“It’s hilarious, if  you plot
the five-car finish from all
the races this year, it’s a
perfect heartbeat,” said
Cliff  Daniels, Larson’s
crew chief  with Hendrick
Motorsports. “We had zero
momentum all throughout
the year. At any point, we’d
win, then finish 30th.

“From a team-building
perspective, we had to real-
ly focus in on ourselves and
learning the lessons in the
moment that we needed to
learn from some adversity
that we created.”

Just over 24 hours after
winning Saturday’s Xfinity
Series race, Denny Hamlin
collected the first two stage
victories Sunday. He domi-
nated nearly the entire
race. But on Lap 274, Ham-
lin needed to pit after his
wheel came loose. The No.
11 car plummeted to 30th

and ultimately finished
25th.

Larson was steady
throughout the race and
grabbed his first lead on
Lap 313.

“Honestly, drove through
the field way better than I
thought I would,” Larson
said. “They did a really
good job with the pit
sequences to cycle us in
front of  people. From then
on, you try and manage a
race. Denny was really
good, too, he was gonna be
tough to beat without his
mishap.”

Reddick gave Larson a
run for his money over
those final 55 laps, racing
behind the No. 5 Chevy, but
fell 0.447 seconds short.

“We did what we needed
to do here tonight; Really
wanted to be 2 for 2 in South
Carolina with UNC colors,”
Reddick told reporters on
Pit Road. “It’s just Darling-
ton, man, it’s what happens.
The pressure’s on with the
playoffs. You want to go out
here and have an OK day, as
soon as it goes the wrong
way, it doesn’t take much.”

Larson ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Dues downfield
Jay County High School junior Jenna Dues sends the ball down the field during the

Patriots’ 1-1 tie Thursday with Norwell.
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Sports
Wednesday, September 6, 2023

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Patriot girls host
Oak Hill Thursday,
see Sports on tap

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM

By SHAYNA RUBIN
Bay Area News Group
Tribune News Service

The San Francisco
Giants’ offensive drought
went completely dry
against Chicago Cubs’
All-Star starter Justin
Steele.

Steele struck out 12
Giants and allowed just
two hits, leading to a San
Francisco 5-0 Labor Day
loss on Monday after-
noon at Wrigley Field.

The Cubs’ August
surge skyrocketed them
into the second wild-card
spot, where they tem-
porarily hold a four-game
lead over the other con-
tenders. The Philadel-
phia Phillies hold the
first wild-card spot.

It marked the Giants’
fourth straight loss,
pushing them out of  a
four-way tie for the third
wild-card spot, beneath
the Miami Marlins (who
were off  on Monday), the
Cincinnati Reds and Ari-
zona Diamondbacks —
though Cincinnati and
Arizona were just getting
their Labor Day games

underway around the
time of  the final pitch at
Wrigley on Monday.

The Giants didn’t put a
single runner in scoring
position on Monday.
Casey Schmitt’s single in
the second inning was
the only hit Steele
allowed until Paul
DeJong’s two-out single
in the eighth inning.
Steele had retired 16
Giants in a row until J.D.
Davis’ leadoff  walk in
that eighth inning,
erased by Schmitt hitting
into a double play.

Logan Webb gave up a
solo home run to Seiya
Suzuki in the second
inning and went on to
retire the next 10 batters
he faced until Yan
Gomes’ fifth-inning dou-
ble. Webb’s third time
through the Cubs’ order
brought more trouble in
the seventh inning; Cody
Bellinger hit a leadoff
single and advanced to
second with a healthy
lead anticipating Dansby
Swanson could hit a dou-
ble-play ball off  Webb’s
sinker.

Steele shuts
down Giants

Adams Central Jets
Monroe, 3-0 (0-0 ACAC)
Coach: Michael Mosser, 15th

year
Conference: Allen County
Last week vs. Blackhawk

Christian: Ryan Tester returned
the opening kickoff 65 yards for a touchdown as
Adams Central rolled to a 54-10 victory. Seven
players scored TDs for the Jets, including Trevor
Currie on an 83-yard pass from Jack Hamilton and
Max Kaehr on a block punt.

Season leaders: Passing — Jack Hamilton — 9-of-
14 for 197 yards and three TDs. Rushing — Keegan
Bluhm — 33 carries for 305 yards and seven TDs,
Hamilton — 25 carries for 286 yards and three TDs.
Receiving — Trevor Currie — three receptions for
107 yards and two TDs.  Defense — Max Kaehr —
27 tackles and one sack; Matt Heiser — 23 tackles.

Jay County
Patriots

Portland, 3-0 (1-0 ACAC)
Coach: Grant Zgunda,

second year (26th overall)
Conference: Allen County
Last week vs. Southern Wells: After leading by

one at halftime, Jay County scored 36 second-half
points for a 43-12 victory. Sean Bailey completed 8-
of-10 passes for 224 yards and three touchdowns.

Season leaders: Passing — Sean Bailey — 23-of-
36 for 431 yards and seven TDs. Rushing — A.J.
Myers – 60 carries for 236 yards and five TDs.
Receiving — Justin DeHoff — eight receptions for
220 yards and three TDs.

vs.

Review
preview

Last meeting: Jay County gave up two touchdowns
in the first minute and a half and trailed by 35 at half-
time in a 48-7 defeat. Patrick Hemmelgarn scored
the lone Patriot touchdown on a 57-yard pass from
Sean Bailey in the second quarter.

Game notes: JCHS is looking to move to 4-0 for
the first time since 1982 ... Adams Central is ranked
second in Class 1A. It trails only Indianapolis Luther-
an, which it has lost to in each of the last two state
championship games ... Calpreps.com has Adams
Central as a 30-point favorite.

Friday – 7 p.m.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Patriot hydration
Jay County High School’s Isaac Dues gets a drink on the sideline Friday during the Patriots’

44-12 victory over the host Southern Wells Raiders. The win pushed JCHS to 3-0 for the first time
since beating Muncie Southside, Huntington North and Delta to open the 1985 season.

By GARY KLEIN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES —
No Cooper Kupp, no
worries. No reason for
concern.

That theme charac-
terized the answers of
Rams receivers Mon-
day when asked what it
would be like to play
the Seattle Seahawks
without their star
teammate, whose sta-
tus for the season open-
er on Sunday is in
doubt because of  a lin-
gering hamstring
injury.

Coach Sean McVay
said Kupp was in Min-
nesota receiving an
evaluation from
unspecified experts. A
decision on Kupp’s
availability for the
opener — and beyond
— was pending, he
said.

So the Rams, coming
off  a 5-12 season, are
preparing for their
opener without one of
their few established
stars.

Kupp, quarterback
Matthew Stafford and
defensive lineman
Aaron Donald are the
pillars of  a team that
received no offseason
infusion of  star talent.

If  Kupp does not
play against the Sea-
hawks, then Van Jef-
ferson, Tutu Atwell,
rookie Puka Nacua or
perhaps Ben
Skowronek would start
at receiver.

“You’ve got to be able
to operate with the sit-
uation and the guys
that we do have,”
McVay said when
asked about Kupp
before practice in
Thousand Oaks. ”And
if  he’s able to go, that’s
outstanding for us.
And if  not, then that’s
how we’ve been operat-
ing.”

Cooper
Kupp’s
status in
question

By SHANE CONNUCK
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

DARLINGTON, S.C. — Kyle Lar-
son has finally won at Darlington.

The driver of  the No. 5 car out-
paced Tyler Reddick and the rest of
the field in Sunday evening’s Cook
Out Southern 500 at Darlington
Raceway. With his third victory of

the season — his first-ever at the
“Track Too Tough to Tame” — the
2021 NASCAR Cup Series champion
clinched a spot in the round of  12.

“This has been one of  my favorite
tracks my whole career,” Larson
said post-race on the USA Network.
“Been really, really fast here my
whole career, but usually hitting
the wall. … Adding this trophy to

the collections is gonna be amaz-
ing.”

Reddick came in second, with
Chris Buescher, William Byron and
Ross Chastain rounding out the top
five.

Larso now holds the top spot in the
playoff  standings, but his regular sea-
son left a bit to be desired.

See Larson page 7

Larson clinches spot in top 12


