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Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  82 degrees Wednesday.
The low was 70.
Tonight’s forecast calls for a

low in the upper 50s. Expect part-

ly cloudy skies Saturday with a
high in the lowers 70s. Highs are
projected in the 70s through at
least Tuesday. See page 2 for an
extended outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Tuesday — Results from
the Patriot Invitational tennis
tournament at JCHS.

Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Portland Park Board and Jay

County Pee Wee Football had a
verbal agreement to split the
cost of  concrete upgrades
around Hines Inman Memorial
Field at Portland Memorial
Park.
Jay County Pee Wee Football

is now refusing to pay an
invoice, saying the work was
subpar.
The park board agreed to for-

ward the issue to city hall after
discussing the issue with Jay
County Pee Wee Football repre-

sentatives during its meeting
Tuesday.
Park board president Brian Ison

noted the group had a verbal agree-
ment with park board to pay for
half  of  the cost for converting por-

tions of  Hines Inman Memorial
Field’s stone surfaces to concrete at
Portland Memorial Park. The work
was completed by city employees
over three years. Jay County Pee
Wee Football recently declined to

pay the $1,720 invoice for concrete
work completed in 2022.
Kaleb Hemmelgarn and Alex

Huntsman of  Jay County Pee Wee
Football attended the meeting,
with Hemmelgarn explaining his
concern with the quality of  work
completed in that time period,
which included the slab of  con-
crete in front of  the concession
stand.
“I would challenge anybody to go

out there and look at it and say,
‘Would I put that in my front drive-
way?’ And the reaction is going to
be no,” said Hemmelgarn.

See Odds page 2

Park board, Pee Wee are at odds

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Portland’s budget for

next year is proposed at
nearly $9.6 million.
Portland City Council on

Tuesday briefly looked at
and also held its public
hearing on the 2024 budget.
Council also approved a

couple of  ordinance
changes.
The city’s notice to tax-

payers shows a budget of
$9.59 million for 2024. It
includes $4.42 million in
the general fund, $1.31 mil-
lion in the motor vehicle
highway fund, $1.3 million
in the insurance surplus
non-reverting fund and
$509,000 in the park and
recreation fund.
There were no comments

from the public or the
council on the proposed
budget.
Council approved the for-

mation of  a Designated
Outdoor Refreshment Area
in the city.
Boggs had proposed an

ordinance to do so at its
last meeting, but council
members asked for more
time to consider the meas-
ure.
Under new state legisla-

tion that went into effect
July 1, cities can have Des-
ignated Outdoor Refresh-
ment Areas where
bar/restaurant patrons can
purchase alcohol, leave the
establishment and walk
with their drink in an open
container. The beverages
would need to be in a desig-
nated container, such as a
plastic cup approved by the
city.
Several council members

expressed hesitation at
that meeting, but Golden
said his questions had been
answered through conver-
sations with the mayor and
police chief. With no other
comment, council voted
unanimously to approve
creating a designated out-
door refreshment area in
downtown Portland that
will stretch to cover The
Greazy Pickle, Good-Rich
Brewery and establish-
ments in between.
Council members Kent

McClung, Mike Aker,
Michele Brewster,
Goldsworthy and Golden,
absent Janet Powers and
Don Gillespie, also
approved an amendment to
the city’s historic preserva-
tion ordinance to eliminate
the need for a “certificate
of  appropriateness” unless
city funds are being
requested.

See Proposed page 2

Portland
budget
proposed
at $9.6
million

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Raises, wages and contracts.
Jay County Council took

another look at the county’s
2024 budget Wednesday, asking
questions of  each department
head about their respective
requests.
Next year’s budget sits at just

under $22.3 million, an increase
of  about $1.44 million from the
current year. Approximately
$466,000 of  that amount is desig-
nated for wage increases, which
include the addition of  two new
positions at Jay County Health
Department for about $92,000.
(The new roles, a school health
liaison and a health educator,

will be paid for using the
enhanced state funding starting
in 2024. Jay County will receive
at least $222,698 next year and a
minimum of  $445,396 in 2025
with the enhanced funding,
effectively doubling the depart-
ment’s budget in two years.) 
Wage increases mostly range

between 2% and 7%, with a few
outliers: the health depart-
ment’s food inspector may get a
25% raise, council members
could see a 20% raise and com-
missioners, the coroner and vet-
erans affairs officer could all
get a 10% raise. (Each of  those
positions’ pay is at least 20% or

more — council is 44% — lower
than the external midpoint rate
for their positions, according to
information compiled by con-
sulting firm Waggoner, Irwin,
Scheele and Associates.)
Council members Harold

Towell and Cindy Bracy asked
various questions during the

hour-and-a-half  meeting, learn-
ing from department heads as
they made their way through
the budget.
Commissioner president

Chad Aker confirmed a few
annual charges in the commis-
sioners’ budget, such as tele-
phone bills for Jay County
Courthouse.
“Again, this is stuff  the com-

missioners don’t have control
over,” said Aker.
Bracy reassured him, saying

she was asking to learn the
information. (This is her first
budgeting process as a council
member, having taken over the
role in January.)

See Reviews page 2

Council reviews ’24 budget
Spending projected at $22.3 million,
up about 6.5% from current year

Dispute is over payment for
concrete work at football field

Chasing
and coaching

The Jay County High School cheerleaders
held their annual clinic for kindergarten through sixth
graders Tuesday and Wednesday. Pictured above,
Maci Homan tries to chase down Patriot sophomore
Faith Faulkner during a game of duck, duck, goose.
At right, JCHS senior Cash Hollowell helps Addison
DeBoy learn a cheer. Participants in the clinic will
join the high school cheerleaders on the sideline
during halftime of Friday’s football game against
Adams Central. For a story about the football team,
see page 8.
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He recommended hir-

ing an outside company to
do similar work in the
future, saying the con-
crete poured in 2022 likely
won’t last for more than a
decade. Hemmelgarn pre-
sented park board with a
few options — leave the
space as is and pay for the
entire cost or take out the
concrete and re-pour it, or
take the issue to Portland
City Hall. If  the work is
redone, Jay County Pee
Wee Football would pay
for half  the cost, he said.
Moving forward, Ison

recommended park board
create written agree-
ments with organiza-
tions. The process would
include going through
Portland City Council, he
noted.
Park board member

Michael Brewster criti-
cized Jay County Pee Wee
Football, saying he has
seen the work and
although he said he
understood the concern,
the invoice needs to be
paid.
“Pee Wee Football is set-

ting a bad precedent by
not upholding their
agreement with the park
board,” said Brewster.
Ison added that the

group uses a city park,
and the park board pro-
vides supplies, lawn mow-
ing, trash removal and
water, among other
amenities.
The park board agreed

to forward the issue to
city hall.

In other business, the
board:
•Received two quotes

for new playground
equipment at Haynes
Park. (Shauver suggested
replacing the set east of
the park’s center pavil-
ion.) Both proposals
included two sets of
swings, one for infants
and one for young adults
and older. Board members
agreed to review the pro-
posals and make a deci-
sion at a later date, with
Ison reminding them
there are Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) dollars
available for the parks.
•Decided to look into

creating and enforcing a
catch-and-release fishing
ordinance for Hudson
Family Park. Shauver
noted individuals have
been netting 20 to 30 fish
at the park at a time.
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Friendship, Indiana
Sept. 9-17

Open daily 9:00 a.m.
S.E. Indiana, 1 mi. east of

town on St. Rd. #62

(812) 667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com
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Continued from page 1
Towell questioned Aker’s

words.
“You said you don’t have con-

trol over it (your budget), but
you do,” he said. “Do you not?”
Discussion turned to funds for

telephone costs ($8,500) and
computer maintenance
($150,000). Aker explained com-
missioners pay for contractual
fees and that they are looking at
options to cut costs throughout
the county. (Franks noted
approximately $75,000 of  the
computer maintenance fund is
used for financial and taxing
software used by the treasurer
and auditor.)
Towell pointed out the fund

used in previous years for Jay
County Development Corpora-
tion (JCDC) has been eliminated
from the economic development
income tax (EDIT) portion of
commissioners’ budget.
Aker said the county will be

paying JCDC out of  the contrac-
tual services fund. (Citing Indi-
ana Code 6-3.6-10-2, commission-
ers have pushed for the county
and JCDC to have a contract,

which the JCDC board approved
last month.)
Bracy also questioned commis-

sioners’ recent decision to lump
contractual services into one
fund with undefined amounts for
each contract. Approximately
$280,000 is allocated for the fund
next year, leaving enough room
for services from Jay County
Development Corporation
($130,000) and East Central Indi-
ana Regional Planning ($100,000)
in 2024 as well as a $50,000 buffer
for additional needs. (Council
agreed in August to decrease the
fund from commissioners’ origi-
nal request of  $580,000.)
“It doesn’t really list what and

who is getting what,” she said. “I
feel like I’m going to Walmart
with my eyes closed and my chil-
dren are sticking things in the
cart and then I have to go check
out.”
She suggested specifying desig-

nated amounts into the fund for
each contract. Aker noted the
contractual services needed may
vary annually, with Bracy point-
ing out “big-ticket items” such as
contracts with Kleinpeter Con-

sulting, JCDC and East Central
Indiana Regional Planning.
Aker referenced development

of  the 68 acres the county pur-
chased earlier this year.
“When we’re setting this budg-

et, we don’t always know who
we’re going to be working with
throughout the year, so we put
this in contractual services,” he
explained.
Bracy requested commission-

ers specify amounts for contracts
they expect to continue utilizing
through the fund.
Council members also granted

an approximately $1,300 raise to
Jay County surveyor Brad
Daniels.
Council president Jeanne

Houchins explained that Jay
County Personnel Committee
recently recommended bumping
the surveyor’s pay, noting it is
approximately $4,000 behind the
external midpoint for the posi-
tion across the state, according to
the study by Waggoner, Irwin,
Scheele and Associates.
Bracy questioned council’s

decision to give raises despite a
deficit budget, later voicing her

disapproval of  giving council and
commissioners a pay bump.
Houchins noted the county has
been attempting to catch up with
salaries as compared to other
counties for years.
Sheriff  Ray Newton explained

a few increases in his budget,
including an additional $127,000
for medical and hospital expenses
for inmates at the jail. The fund
currently allocates $23,000 annu-
ally.
(Newton pointed out he will

likely need to seek additional
appropriations for the fund
before the end of  the current
year.)
“We are a hospital, and believe

me, we have a lot of  people who
are sick in there,” said Newton.
“Illnesses, medication — that’s a
part of  our responsibilities, so,
there again, nothing we can do to
avoid that. They have to be pro-
vided this care.”
He also noted an estimated

$18,000 will be added in contrac-
tual services for information
technology repairs, which had
previously been taken out of  the
commissioners’ budget.

Per Indiana law, he added, the
sheriff ’s office no longer charges
for handgun permits — as of  July
2022, permits are no longer
required to legally carry, conceal
or transport a handgun in Indi-
ana — and the revenue from
those permits had been used pre-
viously to help pay for ammuni-
tion and flares. As a result, next
year’s allocation for those expens-
es is up by $7,000.
Towell questioned the

$109,211.76 allocated for the Spill-
man contract, which Newton
pointed out county officials
approved in June. The county
purchased Spillman Flex, a com-
puter-aided drafting (CAD) map-
ping system tied into the county’s
dispatch system, and split the
$90,000 cost with Portland. The
county also entered into an agree-
ment with a few local municipali-
ties to share the annual cost of  its
Spillman server. Per the agree-
ment, Portland pays 40% and
Redkey and Pennville each pay
5%.
Also Wednesday, council

approved Jay County Solid Waste
District’s budget at $302,290.

Reviews ...

Saturday
Pries, Fred: 11 a.m., East

Street Church, 128 N. East St.,
Winchester. 

Ford, Phil: 3 p.m., Redkey
United Methodist Church, 122
W. Main St., Redkey. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Previously, a “certificate

of  appropriateness” had
been required for any
changes to buildings in the
city’s historic district.
“Where is that line

between preservation and
making it look appropriate
and historic versus let’s get
these people to invest the
money to get their windows
fixed?” said historic preser-
vation committee member
Emily Goodrich. “I really
believe this was how it was
supposed to be in the first
place. … I think this is a
good, reasonable change.”
McClung, who at the pre-

vious council meeting
expressed the need for the
city to take greater action
to preserve downtown
structures, voiced his sup-
port for the proposal.
“If  this means saving a

building and it might not be
quite perfect … versus los-
ing a building, I’d rather do
this,” he said.
Council also made slight

modifications to the city’s
payroll ordinance regard-

ing a line item for park
opener/closer, pension pay-
ments and lateral transfers.
The lateral transfer change
clarified that the financial
incentive does not apply to
police officers who go
through Indiana Law
Enforcement Academy
training with the depart-
ment, leave, and then come
back.
In other business, coun-

cil:
•Was reminded that the

Indiana Military Vehicle
Preservation Association’s
annual show and swap
meet is scheduled for Sept.
16 and 17 at Jay County
Fairgrounds. It will feature
the 9/11 Never Forget
mobile exhibit, which will
be open to the public from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 15, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 16 and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 17.

•Was reminded by
Goldsworthy that the city
will need to take action to
prepare for implementa-
tion of  a state law that
will require council meet-
ings and other city meet-
ings to be live-streamed
and recorded beginning
in July 2025. Council
heard proposals for
equipping its chambers
to record and livestream
but took no action. Boggs
suggested council mem-
bers revisit those propos-
als before making a deci-
sion.
•Heard the mayor com-

pliment this year’s Tri-
State Gas Engine and
Tractor Show, which was
held last month. He
thanked Tri-State presi-
dent Chris Englehardt and
all those who work on the
event for their efforts.

Proposed ...

Odds ...

Arson
A Terre Haute man was

arrested Tuesday for
arson.
Dana L. Zimmerman,

40, 3818 Locust St., is
charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 4 felony
for the alleged crime.
He’s being held on a

$15,000 bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Arrests

Requirements adjusted for
‘certificate of appropriateness’

Lotteries

CR almanac

73/54 76/54 77/57 71/52 69/47
Mostly

sunny and
clear on Satur-
day with a low
around 55
degrees at
night.

There’s a
chance of
showers
Wednesday.
Otherwise,
mostly
cloudy.

Tuesday
has a 40%
chance of
rain through-
out the day.

Mostly
sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast for Sun-
day, when the
high will be
76.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Monday, with
a high of 77.

Saturday
9/9

Sunday
9/10

Monday
9/11

Tuesday
9/12

Wednesday
9/13

Powerball
9-14-20-23-63
Power Ball: 1
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$500 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$122 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-7-9
Daily Four: 8-2-7-5
Quick Draw: 1-9-18-20-

21-27-29-37-42-44-45-54-56-
57-58-64-69-74-75-79
Evening
Daily Three: 5-4-8

Daily Four: 4-3-5-4
Quick Draw: 6-11-23-

25-28-30-32-33-34-39-43-46-
49-52-54-62-69-70-72-78
Cash 5: 17-18-22-35-45
Estimated jackpot:

$308,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-7-0
Pick 4: 9-0-2-9
Pick 5: 5-7-0-4-7
Evening
Pick 3: 9-1-0
Pick 4: 5-0-5-1
Pick 5: 1-8-8-5-1
Rolling Cash: 2-14-30-

31-32
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.85
Sept. corn ................5.30
Wheat ......................5.15

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.60
Late Sept. corn ........5.35
Oct. corn ..................4.80

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................5.25
Sept. corn ................4.95
Beans ......................13.13

Dec. beans ..............13.50
Wheat ...................... 5.20

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.32
Sept. corn ................5.12
Beans ......................14.14
Sept. beans ............14.09
Wheat ......................5.65

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.25
Oct. corn ..................4.40
Beans ......................13.41
Oct. beans ..............13.06
Wheat ......................5.20

In 1966, the first
episode of  “Star Trek”
aired.
In 1972, the Portland

High School football
team rallied from a 12-0
deficit for a 20-18 victory
over Delta. Pat Medler
scored twice for the Pan-
thers. Harry Ziegler
scored on a 62-yard run
to give Portland the lead
for good and Mike Boggs
followed with a 2-point
conversion run that
proved to be the deciding
margin.

In 2021, Portland
Board of  Zoning Appeals
unanimously granted a
special exception to U.S.
Aggregates to allow min-
ing on its about 108 acres
of  property that sits
between county road 100
South and Tyson Road,
east of  county road 200
West. The exception was
the final step in the
process to allow the com-
pany to expand its opera-
tion north of  its location
at 2228 W. 125 South.

—The CR

Friday
Noon — Jay County

Public Library Board
executive sessions, Com-
munity Room, library,
315 N. Ship St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-

rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
3 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Commis-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
LOCALS MARKET — Is

held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday from June
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact The Flower Nook at
(260) 726-7166.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater,
Ohio.
JAY COUNTY DRUG

PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the second Monday of
each month at Portland
Fire Department, 1616 N.
Franklin St. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-

tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.
REDISCOVERING JOY

— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the second
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.
BRYANT/NEW CORY-

DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.
JAY COUNTY CIVIC

THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — For caregivers
of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City.
For more information, call
Joni Slentz or Lisa Garrett
at (765) 348-1072 or (800) 272-
3900.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30

p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Call (260) 726-8141 or
email ads@thecr.com

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Advertise in the

4x4 ad
once a week in

The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette,
The News Times and The News and Sun

throughout September

$415 (85% off regular price)
Or run a 4x4 ad

once a week in
the publication(s) of your choice:

The Commercial Review – $275
The News-Gazette – $250
The News Times – $210

The News and Sun – $210

Ads must run in September
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Five generations
Pictured are five generations of the Simmons family. In front

are Graham Watts of Carmel and great great-grandmother Roberta
Simmons of Union City. In the back row, from left, are mother Katharyn
Watts of Carmel, grandmother Sarah Daugherty of Yorktown and great-
grandmother Maria Hiatt of Portland.

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I am in a group of  friends
who are mainly from the same country. We
bond pretty well and occasionally spend
time together. We mostly communicate by
text in a chat group. Once in a while I get
messages from them — mostly greetings
or chats about general stuff, but nothing
personal. 
I’m an introvert, so I’m comfortable with

the level of  closeness we have right now. I
don’t crave deeper connections with them,
and I’m happy with how things are. If  I
have the chance to get together, I do my
best to see them for meals or other activi-
ties. 
In a few weeks, there is a plan for us to

do an outdoor activity that requires an
overnight stay. I’m not excited about it. It
makes me nervous to think about spend-
ing that much time with people who are
not my family. I don’t mind having lunch
and chitchatting all afternoon, but being
around them for more than 24 hours feels
like too much to handle. 
I tried hinting that I’m not interested by

saying I don’t have any equipment for the
activity. Now there is pressure for me to go
because they suggested I can use their
equipment. I really don’t know how to say
I don’t want to go without seeming like I’m
antisocial. Please help! — PEER-PRES-
SURED
DEAR PEER-PRESSURED: Every-

body is different. Not everyone is an
extrovert and able to handle the stimu-
lation of  being around other people for
an extended period of  time. 
IF you were to accept the invitation,

would there be a way you might man-
age some alone time so you could
recharge your batteries? If  you could,
it might solve your problem. However,
if  the answer to that question is no, be

honest. Tell your friends the truth,
that this is one excursion you will have
to pass on and why. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My 12-year-old daughter

has a girlfriend she’s been “dating” for
about eight months. They’re not sexually
active, and they only see each other social-
ly a couple of  weekend days every month,
but they do FaceTime with each other
every day. From what I can gather, they are
also attached at the hip during school
hours. 
My concern is the length of  this rela-

tionship. I remember when I was their age
I had a crush on a different boy practically
every week, and boyfriends didn’t last
long. Is it healthy for her to be in such a
serious relationship? She’s a very social
person, has lots of  friends and is active in
sports. Part of  me wishes they would
break up so she can experience other rela-
tionships and not be tied down at such a
young age. What do you think? —
TWEEN’S MOM IN MASSACHUSETTS
DEAR MOM: I think that because

your friendships ended after only a
short time when you were your daugh-
ter’s age does not mean that hers will
(or should). Best friendships can last
for years and even decades. Let your
daughter mature at her own pace, and
resist the urge to interfere.

Introvert avoids outing
Dear
Abby
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
The federal government oper-

ates three gigantic systems pro-
viding health care to millions of
Americans. The VA takes care of
veterans, Medicaid (whose costs
are shared with states and locali-
ties) is coverage for the poor
and Medicare is health insurance
for seniors and people with dis-
abilities.
The VA and Medicaid can, and

do, negotiate with suppliers on
drug prices, just like they negoti-
ate payment levels for other
health services. Yet Medicare,
which sets the reimbursement
rates for doctors and hospitals, is
barred by federal law from nego-
tiating on drugs. That’s the doing
of  the well-heeled pharmaceuti-
cal lobby.
The prohibition from allowing

Medicare to negotiate on drug
prices was part of  the original
legislation when Medicare’s Part
D drug benefit was first
approved by a Republican Con-
gress and President George W.
Bush in 2003. Sen. John McCain,
always a truth-teller, said the ban
on negotiations was “outra-
geous,” as Democrats pledged to
change it.
It took a long time, but the

change finally came last year
with President Joe Biden’s
hodgepodge Inflation Reduction

Act. The law, signed a year ago
this month, permitted Uncle Sam
(meaning Secretary of  Health
and Human Services Xavier
Becerra) to haggle over the
prices of  medications, albeit only
a small group of  drugs at a time.
Biden has now announced the

first 10 drugs. The negotiations,
by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, will take
years and the lower prices for
consumers will begin in 2026.
There will be another 50 drugs
over the next four years up for
negotiations and after that, 20 a
year. And Big Pharma is fighting
all the way, already in court to
stop it.
The billions saved by both the

government and the patients are
billions coming from their bank
accounts. Higher prices mean
higher profits. As for lower

prices, that is something that
they are not interested in. The
first group of  drugs are made by
Bristol Myers Squibb, Pfizer,
Boehringer Ingelheim, Eli Lilly,
Johnson & Johnson, Merck,
AstraZeneca, Novartis, Amgen,
AbbVie and Novo Nordisk.
Those pharmaceuticals do

good work and deserve to be fair-
ly compensated. We are commit-
ted capitalists and think that pri-
vate companies are entitled to
gain from their medical discover-
ies (even though a great deal of
the research money is govern-
ment funds). But should medi-
cine for diabetes or heart disease
cost a fortune?
One of  the drugs on the list,

Imbruvica, for blood cancer, runs
$17,000 a month, or $204,000 a
year. Is it that expensive to manu-
facture? Or were its development

expenses extraordinarily pricey?
Or are there not that many
patients using it, so the costs per
person have to be so high? What-
ever the reason, it can be
addressed during the talks now
permitted between Medicare and
the supplier, a joint product of
AbbVie and Johnson & Johnson.
Big Pharma argues that since

Medicare is such a big customer
of  their goods, it won’t be a real
negotiation but a dictate, laid
down by Medicare without much
back and forth. And since
Medicare is the federal govern-
ment, it would be akin to the gov-
ernment setting prices.
With their ample resources to

wage this courtroom battle, the
legal fight will eventually land in
the U.S. Supreme Court. Hopeful-
ly, the program will be upheld
and drug costs will be lowered.

Drug price plan is good medicine

By KATHRYN
ANNE EDWARDS
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service
Who wants the govern-

ment to decide how they
should raise their chil-
dren? This is what oppo-
nents fear will happen if
the state provides free
child care: Families will
be powerless, mothers
will be forced to work,
children will be removed
from their homes.
What they fail to recog-

nize is that the market
already limits families’
freedom of  choice more
than the government
ever could.
Suppose a mother with

young children wants to
work. Can she, if  nobody
else is willing or able to
stay home with the kids?
Only if  the child-care
market permits it. She’ll
have to find a provider
near her home or work,
obtain a spot with that
provider and find a way
to afford the tuition.
That’s not easy. Half  of
the country is classified
as a “child care desert.”
In many markets, the
going rate can be $15,000
to $20,000 a year. Families
fortunate enough to have
children in care devote a
fourth of  their income to
such expenses.
That’s not all. The

power of  markets over
families starts the day
new parents come home
from the hospital. Can
they stay home with their
newborn? The labor mar-
ket doesn’t think so: Only
a fraction of  workers
have paid family leave,
least of  all the poorest.
Should they have

another child? Today’s
parents want as many
kids as prior generations,
but they’re having fewer
nonetheless. In one sur-
vey, a staggering 64%
cited the high cost of
child care, while 39%
cited inadequate paid
leave and a further 38%
cited a complete lack
thereof. Lower-income
parents are twice as like-
ly to cite affordability
issues as their more
affluent counterparts.
How to reform such a

cruel and unequal sys-
tem? America needs a
comprehensive zero-to-
five policy to counter the
market’s dysfunction.
From birth to four

months, parents should
have paid family leave.
From four months to
three years, they should
have guaranteed access
to affordable childcare in
centers or from home-
based providers. From

three to five, free pre-
school. From then on, the
existing K-12 system can
kick in. At all levels, all
families are covered, and
all can choose whether to
participate.
These investments

would enhance family
autonomy by providing
guaranteed choices,
rather than mercurial
market privileges. They
would also generate a
positive return for the
economy — through chil-
dren’s health, mothers’
health, educational per-
formance and labor sup-
ply.
If  decisions such as

how many children to
have and how to raise
them reflected what fami-
lies prefer, rather than
what markets permit,
everyone would benefit.

••••••••••
Edwards is a labor

economist and independ-
ent policy consultant.

Market dictates
how we raise kids

By MICHAEL LEPPERT 
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
With football season upon us, I

must confess one of  my favorite
things about it. I love yelling at the
refs. It’s a silly thing to do, since after
decades of  doing it, I can count the
times a football referee has distinctly
heard my complaints on one hand.
It’s hard to be heard from the upper
deck at Lucas Oil Stadium, or my pre-
ferred spot, the recliner in my living
room.
Let me introduce you to the Ameri-

can voter. 
I was scrolling social media over

the weekend and came across a post
by pollster Nate Silver. He had
attached a graph from Federal
Reserve Economic Data, or FRED,
that details consumer spending. The
graph is familiar looking to wonks. It
shows a steady increase until an
abrupt and extreme decrease in
March of  2020. By February of  2021,
the graph had picked up where it left
off  and has continued to rise since. 
So? Silver’s observation is consis-

tent with what many of  us have been
saying for some time now. Americans
are behaving as if  times are great,
while also saying the economy is bad. 
In April of  this year, Pew Research

Center published “Americans take a
dim view of  the nation’s future, look
more positively at the past.” The cen-
ter routinely measures the nation’s
optimism, and currently, it’s running
low. As has been consistent with
other polling data, the pessimism has
apparently set in. Just before the pan-
demic, 57% of  Americans had a posi-
tive outlook on the state of  the econo-
my. Today, that number has plummet-
ed to 19%, even though all economic
indicators show conditions to be sim-
ilar to pre-pandemic measures. 
What conclusions can be drawn

from data that shows a populace that
is experiencing a similar economy,
but nearly 40% more of  us now view
it negatively?
My conclusion is that we have sim-

ply become angrier. Just in general,
across the board, our pessimism
seems to have engulfed our collective
psyche. If  that is correct, how will
messaging to such an angry crowd
change?
This space is normally dedicated to

politics and government, so let’s start
there. 
Indiana is an interesting place to be

when the environment is so conflict-
ed. Next year, a hotly contested race
for governor will take place. Several
well-funded candidates will fight for
the Republican nomination, and most
are campaigning toward the angriest
of  the angry, the Trump voter. To
attract that bunch, a candidate will
need to take the “we’re madder than
hell and we’re not going to take it any-
more” approach. 
The trouble is, Republicans have

controlled everything in Indiana for
so long, it will be awkward explaining
at whom to direct their hostility.
Should the Hoosier voter blame
Democrats on the national stage for
all that ails them? If  they do, how
then do they simultaneously support
state Republicans for the same condi-
tions?
One Republican candidate, Lt. Gov-

ernor Suzanne Crouch, proposes a
drastic elimination of  the state
income tax as part of  her platform.
But she has been in office for a long
time now, and to implement her plan
she will have to undo the pillars of
Republican policies she has support-
ed that entire time.
It’s like she’s gone negative on her-

self.
In the Indianapolis mayor’s race

that will be decided in two months,
the negative campaigning is also awk-
ward. Two-term Democrat incum-
bent Joe Hogsett has primarily been
running negative ads against his
Republican challenger, Jefferson
Shreve. 
Indianapolis just saw a Democrat

incumbent prosecutor, Ryan Mears,
run against a strong Republican chal-
lenger in 2022 and win by 20 points. In
2019, Hogsett won his first reelection
bid by nearly 40 points. 
It would seem to me that Hogsett

should be shaking hands and kissing
babies, celebrating the successes of
his eight years in office and the over-
whelmingly blue nature of  his con-
stituency. Instead, he seems to be try-
ing to convince people to be mad at a
challenger who shouldn’t have much
of  a chance at even getting close to
beating him. 
Is the market for “happy” simply

dead?
Oddly, I found a diamond in the

rough. And when I say “rough,” I’m
talking about marriage.
That’s right, married people in

Indiana are among the nation’s hap-
piest. The Lafayette Journal & Couri-
er reported earlier this year that 86%
of  married Hoosiers report they are,
in fact, “happily married.” This sur-
vey, conducted by Mixbook, ranks
Indiana fourth in the nation. 
What the Mixbook survey didn’t do

is tell us why.
I love my wife, job and economic

outlook. I am optimistic about the
future. There’s no reason to assume
I’m mad about anything.
Unless you referee football. Even

before the NFL starts, I will say it
now, the refs are terrible.

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and a

communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Electorate is happy to be mad
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By STEVE KOPPES
Purdue Ag News
A team of  Purdue University

researchers has received a $1 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture’s National
Institute of  Food and Agricul-
ture to improve feed efficiency
and consistency on dairy farms
by using automated video analyt-
ics systems. The grant is among
$9.6 million in recent NIFA
investments supporting 12 proj-
ects in animal innovation sys-
tems.
“Feed costs are the No. 1 cost

for dairy farmers. In order to
make improvements on feed effi-
ciency, we have to provide feed-
back to farmers close to in real
time,” said Jacquelyn Boerman,
associate professor of  animal sci-
ences. “If  we can improve the
consistency of  that feed and we
know what individual cows are
eating, we’re going to manage
that feed better.  That has eco-
nomic implications for dairy
farmers.”
The dairy industry aims to

become carbon neutral by 2050
via various approaches, includ-
ing modifying the environment
of  the cow rumen and managing
manure to reduce methane emis-
sions. Boerman’s team will focus
on enhancing dairy cow efficien-
cy by providing them with consis-
tent feed and measuring how
much they eat.
A cattle nutritionist, Boerman

will assess feed composition for
consistency, which improves
their milk production. Amy Reib-
man, the Elmore Professor
of  Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering, will handle the video
recording logistics and data ana-
lytics.
Dennis Buckmaster, professor

of  agricultural and biological
engineering, will integrate the
data with software systems that
can measure movement, tempera-
ture, water intake, rumination
and milk-production data from
cows. Linda Pfeiffer, associate
professor of  agricultural sciences
education and communication,
heads the project’s social sciences
team, which will work with stake-
holders to better understand how
they can integrate the video tech-
nology into their operations. 
The researchers will carry

out the initial testing phase pri-

marily at the Purdue Dairy
Unit. “We hope that it will have
applications for commercial
farms afterward,” Boerman
said. The project has letters of
support from the Indiana Dairy
Producers and from farm nutri-
tion companies.
The collaboration began with

an internal 2022 proposal that
led to funding a project between
faculty members in the College
of  Agriculture and the College
of  Engineering. The new project
also extends the work of
Matthew Rogers, who received a
doctorate in agricultural and
biological engineering from
Purdue in 2022. Rogers used
stereovision to measure the vol-
ume of  granular agricultural
materials.
If  successful, the project will

make it possible to measure feed
intake on a per-animal basis in
group settings. “To date, we
have only measured output per
animal and have inputs aggre-
gated per group,” said Buckmas-

ter, who is also the Dean’s Fel-
low for Digital Agriculture.
Buckmaster is excited to blend

early career work on forages,
feeding, total mixed ration (TMR)
for dairy cows, and particle size
with his more recent work in dig-
ital architectural data pipelines.
“The ability to know that each

batch is uniformly blended with-
out tremendously tedious and
expensive sampling will also be
of  great value in TMR situa-
tions,” he said. His role will
include assisting with the TMR
uniformity experiments and feed
characterization.
“I expect there will be some

analysis and modeling needed to
go from raw bulk volume meas-
urements to per-animal intake,
too. That will involve density and
moisture content aspects as well
as appropriately dividing feed
disappearance when cows are
side by side,” he said.
The project’s video analytics

component will be designed to
enhance understanding of  the

visual data that farmers depend
upon for decision-making.
“Farmers are trained to make a

lot of  decisions based on things
that they see,” said Reibman, who
specializes in video analytics for
animals. “I’m an engineer. I want
to solve problems. We should be
able to design a system that can
augment their abilities.
“We would like the system to be

effective in an operational farm,
and operational farms sometimes
have harsh visual environments:
bad lighting, dust. I call it shmutz
in the air that gets on your cam-
eras.”
The team’s guiding principles

are to obtain the data they need
with placement of  cameras and
other equipment that dairy farm-
ers will not have to work around.
“This notion that ‘it has to

work the way it is’ instead of  ‘can
we change the environment so
that it’ll work’ is fascinating to
me,” Reibman said.
Pfeiffer, who leads the project’s

social science team, specializes in

upstream, dialogic and coproduc-
tion communication models.
“That means we’re engaged
upstream in research as the tech-
nology is being designed,” Pfeif-
fer said. “And coproduction
means that we’re taking feedback
from stakeholders.”
For this project, farmers, nutri-

tionists, veterinarians and indus-
try representatives will share
feedback with the engineers and
the scientists as they’re designing
these camera systems to improve
feed efficiency.
“We’re frequently seeing tech-

nologies that are being developed
to improve life often introduce
costs, risks and challenges to the
end user that are not often antici-
pated,” Pfeiffer said. And that can
result in resistance to the tech-
nologies. 
The social science team also

includes professor Mark Tucker
and PhD candidate Rob Weiner,
both in the Department of  Agri-
cultural Sciences Education and
Communication.

By KAMI GOODWIN
Purdue Ag News
Producer sentiment was

notably lower in August,
as the Purdue Universi-
ty/CME Group Ag Econo-
my Barometer index
dipped 8 points to a read-
ing of  115. This month’s
decline was fueled by pro-
ducers’ weaker perception
of  current conditions both
on their farms and in U.S.
agriculture. The Index of
Current Conditions fell 13
points to a reading of  108.
The Index of  Future
Expectations also declined
5 points in August to a
reading of  119. This
month’s Ag Economy
Barometer survey was
conducted from August 14-
18.
“Rising interest rates

and concerns about high
input prices continue to
put downward pressure on
producer sentiment,”
said James Mintert, the
barometer’s principal
investigator and director
of  Purdue University’s
Center for Commercial
Agriculture. “This month
over half  (60%) of  the pro-
ducers we surveyed said
they expect interest rates
to rise in the upcoming
year.”
When asked about their

top concerns for their
farming operations in the
next 12 months, producers
continue to point to higher
input prices (34% of
respondents) and rising
interest rates (24% of
respondents). Even
though crop prices weak-
ened significantly this
summer, only one in five
producers (20% of  respon-
dents) chose declining
commodity prices as one
of  their top concerns.
The Farm Capital

Investment Index was
lower this month, falling 8
points to a reading of  37.
Increasing prices for farm
machinery and new con-
struction along with ris-
ing interest rates continue
to be the two most com-
monly cited reasons for

their negative view. Mean-
while, producers’ rating
of  farm financial condi-
tions changed little in
August, as the Farm
Financial Conditions
Index declined just one
point to a reading of  86.
Despite increasing con-

cerns about rising interest
rates, producers remain
cautiously optimistic
about farmland values.
The Short-Term Farm-
land Value Expectations
Index rose one point to
126, while the long-term
index was unchanged at a
reading of  151. About 4 out
of  10 (39%) respondents
said they expect farmland
values to rise over the
next year, while 13% said
they look for values to
decline in the next year.
When asked about their
longer-term view of  farm-
land values, more than 6
out of  10 (63%) respon-
dents said they expect val-
ues to rise over the next
five years, while 12% said
they expect values to fall.
To better understand

the usage of  carbon con-
tracts in row-crop agricul-
ture, corn and soybean
growers were asked about
the types of  conversations
they have had with those
companies. In the August
survey, 6% of  corn and
soybean growers said they
have engaged in discus-
sions with companies
about receiving payments
to capture carbon on their
farms, while just 2% said
they had signed a carbon
contract. Nearly half
(47%) of  the farms who
discussed contract terms
with a company said they
were offered a payment
rate of  $10 to $20 per met-
ric ton of  carbon cap-
tured. Among the farms
who engaged in discus-
sions but chose not to sign
a carbon contract, half
said it was because the
payment level was too low.
Read the full Ag Econo-

my Barometer report
at purdue.ag/agbarome-
ter.

Ag producer
sentiment dips

Grant aims at dairy efficiency

Purdue Ag News/Tom Campbell

Jacquelyn Boerman, associate professor of animal sciences at Purdue University, and her husband are dairy
farmers, as are her parents. “I want to improve the lives of dairy farmers and the cows that live on their farms,” she said.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Sale to be
held in the Montpelier
Civic Center, 339 South
Main Street,Montpelier
IN  Thursday Evening
SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 

6:00 P.M.
203 ACRES IN HARRI-

SON TOWNSHI –
BLACKFORD COUNTY

INDIANA
TRACT 1 – 40 acres

located in Section 20 at
the corner of CR 300 E
and 500 N. There are
38.79 acres of mostly
level tillable land with
1.21 acres of roadway.
TRACT 2 – 67.54 acres
located in Section 32 on
CR 400 E. There are
30.97 acres of tillable
land along with 31.5

acres of Classified For-
est and balance in ditch

and
roadway.

TRACT 3 – 95.832
acres located in Section
29 with an address of
3402 N 400 E. There
are 62.32 acres of

slightly sloping tillable
land, 27.58 acres in

woods with the balance
in ditch and scrub.

This tract also has an
easement for a utility

tower.
For more information
please contact GARY
LOY, AUCTIONEER at
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, BROKER at (260)

726-2700.
BEULAH HISER TRUST
By Mike Landers and
Pam Hart, Trustees

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 16, 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W ST
RD 67. PORTLAND, IN

ANTIQUES-COL-
LECTIBLES

3- Tokheim gas pumps,
large round porcelain
Gulf sign, Mobil gas

porcelain sign, Mailpouch
porcelain

thermometer/sign, Royal
Crown Cola sign, Broom
maker (from Portland),
motor oil cans, oil cans,
porcelain light shades,
pulleys,  Ford Model T
door, windshield and
radiator,  corn jobber,

trunks. 
TRUCK – TRACTOR -
FARM EQUIPMENT –

MISC
1976 Dodge step side lit-
tle red express pickup

truck, Allis Chamers D17
series 3 tractor with
rear weights (parts),
large lot of riding and
push mowers for parts,
shop and industrial

equipment.
LARGE AUCTION: Sev-
eral items not mentioned.

LARRY STULTS
ESTATE/ DIANA

STULTS PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR full time or part
time driver. 8316 N. 250
E. Bryant IN 47326 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Pres-
sure washing in Fort
Recovery. Call 419-852-
0309. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES FOR SALE
Menchhofer Farms; 5679
Wabash Rd., Coldwater,
OH. 419-942-1502 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,

419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS 
COLUMN 200 FOR RENT

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Sale to be held in the Montpelier Civic Center, 339

South Main Street, Montpelier Indiana on
Thursday Evening

SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 
6:00 P.M.

203 ACRES IN HARRISON TOWNSHIP –
BLACKFORD COUNTY INDIANA

TRACT 1 – 40 acres located in Section 20 at the
corner of CR 300 E and 500 N.    There are 38.79
acres of mostly level tillable land with 1.21 acres
of roadway.       Soil types are Blount-Glywood
and Pewamo.
TRACT 2 – 67.54 acres located in Section 32 on
CR 400 E.     There are 30.97 acres of tillable land
along with 31.5 acres of Classified Forest and
balance in ditch and roadway.  Soil types are
Blount-Glywoood, Bono and Glywood.
TRACT 3 – 95.832 acres located in Section 29
with an address of 3402 N 400 E.     There are
62.32 acres of slightly sloping tillable land, 27.58
acres in woods with the balance in ditch and scrub.
Soil types are Blount-Glywood, Pewamo and
Glywood.     This tract also has an easement for a
utility tower.
This land has been farmed by the same family for
several years and has been well maintained.
Please note that these tracts are being sold
separately and will not be sold as one unit.

Terms of Sale are 10% nonrefundable deposit day
of sale with balance due at closing, which shall be
no later than 45 days from auction date.  Seller shall
furnish Warranty Deed and Owners Title Insurance.
Buyer to assume taxes due and payable in May 2024
and thereafter.      Any statements made day of
auction take precedence over printed or oral matter.
For more information please contact GARY LOY,
AUCTIONEER at (260) 726-5160 or KIM LOY,
BROKER at (260) 726-2700.

BEULAH HISER TRUST
By Mike Landers and Pam Hart, Trustees

LOY AUCTION   AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608   
Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

CR 8-26, 9-8, NT 8-30, 9-13, 2023

Public Notice
Bid Specifications for Demolition Project

Location:   208/210 N Meridian Street
Parcel Identification No: 38-07-20-104-063.000-034

Legal Description:  That part of Lots numbered Five (5) and Six
(6) in Block Nine (9) in the original Plat of the town, now city of
Portland, bounded and described as follows: Commencing at
the northeast corner of said Lot Five (5) and running thence
West on the north line of said Lots numbered Five (5) and Six (6)
to the northwest corner of said Lot numbered Six (6); thence
South on the west line of said Lot numbered Six (6), Twenty-one
(21) feet; thence East on a line parallel with said north line of said
Lots Five (5) and Six (6), One hundred thirty-two (132) feet to the
east line of said Lot numbered Five (5); thence North on the east
line of said Lot Five to the place of beginning. Also, that part of
Lots Numbered Five (5) and Six (6) in Block Numbered Nine (9)
in the Original Plat of the town, now city of Portland, Indiana de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at a point on the east line of said Lot
Five (5) Twenty-one (21) feet south of the northeast corner thereof;
thence running South Twenty-one (21) feet; thence West One
hundred thirty-two (132) feet to the west line of said Lot Six (6);
thence North on the said west line of said Lot Six (6) Twenty-one
(21) feet; thence East One hundred thirty-two (132) feet to the
place of beginning, together with all the appurtenances thereto
belonging and together with One-half (1/2) of the party wall on the
south line of said parcel of ground.
Demolition:  Demolish the building in a manner to preserve the

integrity of the remaining buildings on the block. All materials are
to be disposed of in a manner and at a disposal site as required by
State and Federal Laws and Regulations. Asbestos shall be re-
moved by a licensed asbestos contractor in accordance with OSHA
Asbestos Construction Standard prior to demolition of the building.

Time Frame for Demolition:  Work is to begin within 30 days of
acceptance of bid and to be completed within 10 days of beginning
demolition. 
Bids will be accepted in the office of the Mayor of the City of Port-
land, 321 N Meridian St. Portland, Indiana 47371 until 3:30 p.m. on
October 5, 2023.  Bids will be opened on October 5, 2023 at 4 o’clock
p.m. in the Mayor’s Office.

Lori Phillips, City of Portland
CR 9-8,22-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

The Jay County Property As-
sessment Board of Appeals will
meet in executive session un-
der IC 5-14-1.5-6.1 (b)(2) to dis-
cuss ongoing litigation on Tues-
day, September 19, 2023, at 9:00
a.m. in the Jay County Commis-
sioner’s Room, Second Floor
Jay County Courthouse, 120
North Court Street, Portland,
Indiana.  The board will con-
vene at 9:15 a.m. to consider any
appeals of property tax assess-
ments and any other business
properly brought before the
board.

Robin Alberson
Jay County Assessor

CR 9-8-2023 
NS 9-13-2023-HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
The Patriots opened with a

win over Blackford, not unusu-
al in recent years as they’ve
topped the Bruins in each of
the last dozen meetings.
It was the next game, a 14-9

triumph at Huntington North,
that sparked excitement. Jay
County had not won its first
two games on the field since
1996. (It was 2-0 in 2011 because
Delta had to forfeit the opener
for using an ineligible player.)
In years past, it was the type

of  contest the Patriots might
have found a way to lose. Hunt-
ington North put the pressure
on in the closing minutes.
But they held on.
“We found a way to perse-

vere,” said senior lineman
Ryne Goldsworthy. “We held
them. Our defense did a great
job. … 
“We’re all there to pick each

other up after something fails
or something goes wrong.”
JCHS led by just one at the

close of  the first half  against
Southern Wells last week, but
exploded in the second half  to
pull away for a 43-12 win.
Zgunda, in his third season

leading the Patriots, is a big
believer in offensive balance.
It’s not about how many passes

are thrown versus how many
rushers are attempted, but
more about productivity.
As he was updating statistics

Wednesday afternoon, some-
thing jumped out at him.
“We’ve run for 460 yards and

we’ve thrown for 462,” he said.
“That’s the thing we’ve been
working toward. I think we’re a
lot better now, and that’s what’s
allowed us to have a little more
success.”
Scoring will be a challenge

against Adams Central. The

Jets have allowed only 25 points
so far this season.
Then again, the Patriots have

given up just 28.
Jay County’s players and

coaches exuded nothing but
respect for their upcoming oppo-
nent. There’s no one guarantee-
ing a win, no one offering any bul-
letin board material.
But the Patriots are excited.
Excited to be 3-0.
And excited about what the rest

of  the season could be.
“It feels really good at the

moment,” said senior
receiver/defensive back Justin
DeHoff. “Being 3-0 for the first
time since ’85, it feels really good
to be in that spot. But we’re also
not satisfied with 3-0. …
“We want to change the culture

at Jay County. It starts with us.”
Jay County has been 4-0 just

twice in its history, in 1981 and
’82. (The 1981 team was victorious
in its first eight games.) It has not
won a game in week four since
2013 — 69-28 over Anderson Prep
— the year before the team joined

the ACAC and Adams Central
stepped into that slot on the annu-
al schedule.
The Patriots are looking for-

ward to Friday for the opportuni-
ty to strive for 4-0, and to find out
how they match up with the class
of  the conference.
“Three games doesn’t make a

season,” said Zgunda as his team
prepares to take on consecutive
state-ranked rivals. “These aren’t
make or break games for us, but
they are big to see just where
we’re at.”

Find out ...

A chance at 4-0
The Jay County High School football team has been 4-0 just twice in its history, both more than 40 years ago. Below is a look

at the starts to those two seasons as well as this year, as the Patriots prepare to play Adams Central on Friday night. The Class 1A
No. 2 Jets have opened 4-0 in five of their last eight campaigns and have won 19 straight regular-season games.

1981
Huntington North 21-7
Muncie Central 29-16

Anderson Highland 12-6
Bellmont 24-0

1982
Huntington North 14-10
Muncie Central 21-2

Anderson Highland 39-14
Bellmont 17-6

2023
Blackford 47-7

Huntington North 14-9
Southern Wells 43-12
Adams Central ???

JCHS has also been 3-0 on three other occasions since it opened in 1975. The 1976 team dropped its fourth game 24-21 to Bellmont,
the 1983 squad lost its fourth 27-7 to Anderson Highland and the 1985 team fell in week four by a 17-0 score to Delta.

By CASE KEEFER
Las Vegas Sun
Tribune News Service
Suggestions to tread

lightly on betting the NFL's
Week 1 in the final few days
before kickoff  aren't mis-
guided.
The best times to wager

on the opening slate of  the
most popularly bet sport in
America for everyone but
the highest-level bettors
were in the last couple
months.

Regardless picks for
Week 1 follow:
Indianapolis Colts +5

vs. Jacksonville Jaguars
The excitement for Jack-

sonville’s offensive poten-
tial should be more coun-
terbalanced by a sketchy
defense. There should be
plenty of  holes for Colts
tactically brilliant new
coach Shane Steichen and
raw-but-electric rookie
quarterback Anthony
Richardson to exploit with

a brand-new, mystery-
shrouded offense.

Cleveland Browns +2.5
vs. Cincinnati Bengals 

The Browns have beaten
the Bengals in five of  six
meetings since quarter-
back Joe Burrow arrived,
and most of  those victories
were with a roster not a
fraction as complete as this
year’s. A bulked-up defense
makes the Browns a con-
tender in the AFC North, if

not the whole AFC. Burrow
meanwhile has barely prac-
ticed all summer with a
calf  strain and has a histo-
ry of  slow starts to the sea-
son under better circum-
stances.

Green Bay Packers
+1.5 at Chicago Bears

The Bears have a quar-
terback that’s never shown
any ability to be a consis-
tent passer (Justin Fields),
a cluster injury at offensive

line (only one starter is not
listed on the injury report)
and a defense that rated last
in the league in EPA per
play in 2022. Packers +3 was
the best bet on the board for
the most of  the summer,
but the market is moving in
the right direction and the
visitors should close as the
favorite.

Kansas City Chiefs -4.5
vs. Detroit Lions

The opening price of

Chiefs -7 in May was per-
fectly fair assuming both
teams were at full strength.
Similarly, a 2.5-point
adjustment with neither
the NFL’s best tight end
(Travis Kelce) nor one of
its best defensive linemen
(Chris Jones) expected to
play is also accurate. Pick-
ing the Chiefs therefore is
just a hope that Patrick
Mahomes can work some
magic, and that hasn’t been
a bad bet.

Colts, Browns are good bets in week one

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Football vs. Adams Cen-

tral – 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football vs. Minster –

7 p.m.       

Saturday, September 9
Jay County — Cross country at Ran-

dolph Southern Invite – 9 a.m.; Girls golf
ACAC tournament at Celina Lynx Course –
9 a.m.; Volleyball at Noblesville – 9 a.m.;
Boys tennis Patriot Invitational – 10 a.m.;
Girls soccer at South Adams – 10 a.m.;
Junior High volleyball vs. Woodlan – 10
a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country Tiffin
Carnival at Hedges Boyer Park – 8 a.m.; JV
football at Minster – 10 a.m.; JV volleyball

at New Bremen – 10 a.m.; Middle School
volleyball at Botkins – 10 a.m.

TV sports
Today

1 p.m. — Tennis: U.S. Open (ESPN)
4 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series:

Kansas (FS1)
5 p.m. — NCAA football: Indiana State

at Indiana (BTN)
5:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Illinois at

Kansas State (ESPN2)
6 p.m. — WNBA: Minnesota Lynx at

Chicago Sky (ION)
7 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck

Series: Kansas Lottery 200 (FS1)
8 p.m. — High school football: Bishop

Gorman at Centennial (ESPNU)
8 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at

Phoenix Mercury (ION)

Saturday
9 a.m. — Euro Qualification: Belgium

at Azerbaijan (FS1)
10 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:

Kansas Lottery 300 (USA)
11 a.m. — NCAA football: Vanderbilt at

Wake Forest (ACCN)
12 p.m. — NCAA football: Nebraska  at

Colorado (FOX)
12 p.m. — NCAA football: Ball State at

Georgia (SECN)
12 p.m. — NCAA football: Youngstown

State at Ohio State (BTN)
12 p.m. — NCAA football: Purdue at

Virginia Tech (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — NCAA football: Utah at Bay-

lor (ESPN)

12 p.m. — NCAA football: Notre Dame
at NC State (ABC)

12 p.m. — NCAA football: James Madi-
son at Virginia (ESPNU)

12 p.m. — NCAA football: Troy at
Kansas State (FS1)

12 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Holly-
wood Casino 400 (USA)

2:15 p.m. — NCAA football: Charleston
Southern at Clemson (ACCN)

3 p.m. — Pro Motocross Champi-
onship: Charlotte (USA)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Iowa at
Iowa State (FOX)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Texas A&M
at Miami (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA football: UNLV at
Michigan (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Richmond

at Michigan State (BTN)
3:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Ole Miss

at Tulane (ESPN2)
3:30 p.m. — Tennis: U.S. Open (ESPN)
4 p.m. — NCAA football: Kent State at

Arkansas (SECN)
4 p.m. — NCAA football: Marshall at

East Carolina (ESPNU)
5:15 p.m. — NCAA football: Appalachi-

an State at North Carolina (ACCN)
6:30 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals

at Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — NCAA football: Texas at Ala-

bama (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NCAA football: Oregon at

Texas Tech (FOX)
7 p.m. — NCAA football: UCF at Boise

State (FS1)
7 p.m. — NCAA football: Idaho at

Nevada (ION)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Charlotte

at Maryland (NBC)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Eastern

Michigan at Minnesota (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Arizona at

Mississippi State (SECN)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Wisconsin

at Washington State (ABC)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA football: UCLA at

San Diego State (CBS)
8:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Southern

Mississippi at Florida State (ACCN)
10:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Stanford

at USC (FOX)
10:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Auburn at

Cal (ESPN)
10:30 p.m. — NCAA football: Oklaho-

ma State at Arizona State (FS1).
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Fort Recovery hosts
Minster football tonight,
see Sports on tap

Lindy Wood competes
in season opener,

see Collegiate check-up

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Back-to-back Allen County

Athletic Conference champions.
An average of  11.5 wins per

year since 2015.
The state runners-up in Class

1A in each of  the last two seasons.
Being 3-0 for the first time in

nearly four decades is enough to
make for a big game.
Facing a team the caliber of

Adams Central takes it to a differ-
ent level.
Jay County High School’s foot-

ball team is relishing the oppor-
tunity as they prepare to host the
Class 1A No. 2 Jets on Friday
night.
“I’m excited about it and the

players are too,” said JCHS coach
Grant Zgunda while walking off
the practice field Wednesday. “It’s
like, ‘Let’s go find out.’”
The Patriots, who are 3-0 for the

first time since 1985, know they
are going to learn a lot about
themselves in their next couple
of  games. (After Adams Central,
they host Class 2A No. 5 Bluffton
next weekend for homecoming.)
The first three JCHS opponents

are a combined 1-8 through the
first three weeks. The Jets, mean-
while, have won 19 consecutive
regular season games.
“They’re where you are trying

to get to — where you don’t make
mistakes offensively, you execute;
defensively you play good, hard,
aggressive football,” Zgunda said.
“And then they have good special
teams. That’s why they are who
they are.
“They’re well-coached. They

don’t hurt themselves at all.”
See Find out page 7

‘Let’s go find out’
Patriots relish the opportunity to measure themselves
against the best of the Allen County Athletic Conference

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School football coach Grant Zgunda shows the offense a play during practice Wednesday
evening. The Patriots, who are 3-0 for the first time since 1985, were preparing for their biggest challenge of the season
thus far as they will host the Class 1A No. 2 Adams Central Jets at 7 p.m. tonight.

Anhely Montes came
out firing for the Ander-
son University girls soc-
cer team and it didn’t
take long to pay off.
The 2020 graduate from

Jay County High School
scored the first goal of
the season for the Ravens
after nearly 27 minutes
of  play on Saturday.
Montes only took one

more shot at the goal in
the 4-1 win over the
Spalding Eagles. Her first
shot came at the 6:23
mark.
The forward was held

scoreless in a 0-0 draw
against St. Mary-Woods
on Wednesday. In 64 min-
utes played, Montes took
five shots against the
Pomeroys two of  which
were saved and three
were wide of  the goal.

Jayla Bruns
FRHS – 2022
Shot the best score for

the IU-East girls golf  B
team at the IU-East Fall
Invitational over the
weekend at Highland
Lake Golf  Course.
In the first round,

Bruns shot an 85 to tie
Trine’s Cally Ruff  for the
17th-best score out of  42
golfers.
She matched her score

in the second round of
the invitational to finish
with 170 strokes, good for
18th-place. She tied with
fellow Red Wolf  Josalyn
Lewis, who had the fifth
score for the A team.
Other golfers on the B

team placed 22nd, 36th,
39th and 42nd for a team
score of  720. They beat
Concordia Ann Arbor
(742) while IU-East’s A
team won the invitation-
al with 637 strokes.

Lindy Wood
Jay County – 2022
Ran a time of  22:13.5 to

finish 28th at the
Mastodon Opener at the

University of  Purdue –
Fort Wayne to open the
season.
Wood finished behind

Trine’s Piper Barker who
crossed the finish line at
21:53.2. Madison King of
Purdue – Fort Wayne won
the meet with a time of
17:16.7.
Wood finished seventh

among the University of
Saint Francis (Ind.), tak-
ing up 23rd place. Alex
Ebetino paced the
Cougars runners, finish-
ing fourth with a time of
18:20.6. Other Cougars fin-
ished 10th, 18th, 19th and
21st for the team to rack
up 71 points and finish
third out of  four teams.
St. Francis beat Lour-

des (110) while falling to
Purdue – Fort Wayne (21)
and Trine (50).

Paige Fortkamp
FRHS – 2021
Cooled off  as the Uni-

versity of  Saint Francis
(Ind.) volleyball team was
swept 3-0 in all five
matches this week.
After racking up 28

kills in a single match
against William Woods
on Aug. 25, Fortkamp
only managed 28 kills
total over the past five
contests.
With 21 errors and 109

hitting attempts,
Fortkamp only had a
6.4% hitting percentage.
Fortkamp now sits

third in the Crossroads
League in kills with 130.
Taking over first and sec-
ond place were Haley
Kruse of  Huntington
(144) and Taylor’s Gracie
Conway (132).

Montes scores
first for Ravens

Collegiate
Check-up

Jay County graduate
nets first goal of season


