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Stephen McClung, 83,
Portland

Jeff  Ray, 66, Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  72 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 48.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the upper 40s. Expect
mostly sunny skies early Sat-
urday with more clouds in the
afternoon. The high will be in
the mid 70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 8 to 11 a.m. Saturday
across from Pennville Fire Sta-
tion and 9 a.m. to noon in the
parking lot at 220 Lincoln St.,
Portland.

Saturday — Photos from
the Jay County High School
homecoming parade.

Tuesday — Results from
the JCHS girls golf  team in
the sectional tournament.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Spirited celebrations
Jay County High School held its spirit night festivities Wednesday as part of homecoming week. Pictured above,

from left, seniors Laila Waddell, Brenna Haines, Bella Denton and Sam Myers celebrated their team’s victory in the
championship volleyball game. Below, sophomores Grant Wendel, Elizabeth Barnett, Paisley Fugiett, Mya Kunker, Kayla
Jetmore and Garrett Bennett cheer on their classmates. For more photos, see pages 7 and 8.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

County officials are
moving forward with plan-
ning development of  land
acquired earlier this year.

Jay County Council
approved a $395,000 con-
tract Wednesday with Run-
dell Ernstberger and Asso-
ciates (REA) of  Indianapo-
lis for planning develop-
ment of  county-owned
land on the western edge
of  Portland.

Also during a nearly
two-hour meeting, council
agreed to reduce the con-
tractual services fund allo-
cated from economic
development income tax
(EDIT) dollars in the 2024
budget to $240,000 and
increase Jay County
Humane Society’s allot-
ment for animal control.

In August, commission-
ers approved a contract
with REA to develop the 68
acres of  land purchased by
the county for $1.1 million
in American Rescue Plan
Act dollars earlier this
year.

Cynthia Bowen, a repre-
sentative from REA,
explained the company
will undergo various plan-
ning stages for the land
development, including
creating a “vision packet,”
marketing images to
attract developers and ren-
derings, prepare phases,
help with development
and recruitment, identify
other sources of  funding
and conduct surveys and
environmental wetland
delineation.

“We work for municipal-
ities and counties all over
the state of  Indiana and
help them understand and
realize their vision, so tak-
ing their vision from a
vision to reality and help-
ing them achieve that real-
ity, at least in the market,”
said Bowen.

See Develop page 5

By SCOTT SHAFFER
The Commercial Review

Jay-Randolph Developmental
Services recently opened Alley
58 Thrift Store as a way of  both
teaching its clients job skills and
getting them work experience
that can be placed on their
resumes when seeking employ-
ment. 

The store is located at the
JRDS facility at 974 E. Base Road
in Winchester. It is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Thursdays and 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays.
Items may be donated from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday at the organization’s Ran-
dolph and Jay county locations.

In addition to donated items,
the store also sells t-shirts and
other assorted items made by
JRDS clients.

“The clients love working in
the store,” said thrift store
coordinator Kristi Brown.
“Their favorite part is sorting
through all of  the items that
are brought in. They also enjoy
being out in the public and
meeting customers.”

The money made from the
thrift store goes to paying

wages of  the clients who work
at the store.

“This helps our clients expe-
rience what it is like to have a
job, and give them skills that
they can use when obtaining a
job,” said Brown.

The name Alley 58 pays hom-
age to the history of  JRDS.

See JRDS page 2

JRDS opens thrift store

The Commercial Review/Scott Shaffer

Jay-Randolph Developmental Service recently
opened a new thrift store in Winchester. In addition to donated
items, it also sells merchandise created by JRDS clients. If
the Winchester location is successful, the organization hopes
to open a store in Portland as well.

If Winchester site
is successful,
a location in 

Portland could follow

County 
purchased
68 acres
earlier

this year

REA
hired to
develop
plan for
property



Page 2 Local The Commercial Review
Friday, September 15, 2023

Stephen McClung 
Sept. 3, 1940-Sept. 12, 2023

Stephen Raymond McClung,
award winning Hoosier artist,
passed away peacefully at the age
of  83 at IU Health Jay on Sept. 12,
2023, with his wife of  60 years by
his side.

Steve was born on Sept. 3, 1940,
at the Wiebusch
homestead on East
7th Street in the
summer kitchen.
The son of  Nellie
Lola Wiebusch and
Pastor Raymond
Eckles McClung, he
was the third of  10
children, who all led
lives in the Indiana
and Ohio area. His fond memories
of  his childhood and the land-
scapes that framed them were
often the inspiration of  his paint-
ings.

He was preceded in death by his
siblings Kathleen, Ronald and
John. Surviving are his adored
Martha, David, Barbara, Peggy, Kit
and Kevin, the latter leading his
memorial service this coming Sat-
urday.

Steve married Sheron Sue
Thorn on Nov. 11, 1962, who sur-
vives. Together they have three
children, Kurt, Kent and Amy.
Kent is married to local teacher
Annemarie Huber McClung, and
their three children, Ian, Lillian
and Julia graduated from Jay
County High School. Amy, who
once worked at the forge, married
to David Young from Portland and
also gave Steve three grandchil-
dren, Mackenzie, Kaitlyn and
Addison. Kurt and Stephanie, and
their son Charlie-Lee, who live in
France, join the family in mourn-
ing.

Steve was a graduate of  Portland
High School’s 1958 class and went
on to study chemistry at Manches-
ter College on a football and track
and field scholarship. He loved the
way chemicals would change col-
ors, like by magic, when mixed
together.

Steve proudly served in the Indi-
ana National Guard for six years
from 1963 to 1969 as a staff  ser-
geant. He had amazing stories
from that time from playing
pinochle and learning jokes from
every walk of  society. He loved
camping in Indiana and Kentucky
national parks and fishing on the
Wabash River, something he had
done all of  his life. Sheron and
Steve were members of  the Lim-
berlost Squares and loved dancing
the Wabash Whirl.

To raise his family, Stephen
worked at Portland Forge. After
working in roofing, he went on to
establish Steve McClung Construc-
tion where over the next 40 years
he was proud of  every chance he
had to build something in the com-
munity. Among his proudest con-
structions were Memorial Hall at
the Green Park Cemetery and the
Baptist church on Charles Street.
His fondest memories were work-
ing for local families and compa-
nies, renovating homes and
offices. He taught all of  his chil-

dren how to crawl under a house
or up on a roof.

Coach McClung, known for his
gentle approach in a physical
game, coached the Pee Wee Pack-
ers at the dawn of  the Portland Pee
Wee Football League from 1973 to
2009, working alongside his great
friend and best man at his wed-
ding, Frank Inman. He remem-
bered nearly every name of  the 500
plus kids that played for him, and
the name of  every coach he ever
faced. Though he was a passionate
competitor, he believed teaching
sportsmanship and developing a
passion for football were the pri-
mary goals of  pee wee.

Steve was an active member of
the Portland’s Lions Club for most
of  his life, twice president and
once district governor, where he
represented District 25D at the
International Convention in Tai-
wan. He loved working behind the
grill at the Lionburger stand at
Jay County Fairgrounds, collect-
ing eyeglasses and delivering
oranges at Christmas in particu-
lar.

Stephen was the son of  a preach-
er, and one of  his proudest part-
time roles was to have been the
song picker of  Sunday hymns for
the Rev. Kevin McClung, who con-
tinues the ministry at the Church
of  the Brethren on Floral Avenue.

Steve’s proudest career achieve-
ment was to be recognized as an
artist by both artistic peers and
collectors. Self-taught, he credits
bounds in the quality of  his works
to advice from his friend and artis-
tic mentor, John Warner. His men-
tor helped him limit his color
palette and to stop trying to paint
pictures that would sell, but con-
centrate on painting memories
that were important to himself.
Steve’s landscape paintings in oil
on canvas began to gain recogni-
tion throughout the tristate area.

Stephen McClung has won sever-
al awards in Indiana and Ohio, the
first major award was the Van
Wert, Ohio, Charles F. Wassenberg
Award for Trinity Barn. Min-
netrista awarded and purchased
Bloomfield Inn and Salamonie
River Bank. His work was also fea-
tured in exhibits in the Indiana
State Fair, Broad Ripple Framing
Gallery, Fort Wayne Museum and
the White Water Valley show. He
was proud of  a local show at the
Hugh N. Ronald Memorial Gallery
in Portland.

Steve travelled to Germany, Italy,
France and all over America,
bringing to canvas his unique per-
spective on the landscapes and
locations that he felt simply worth
painting. His favorite places
remained the Indiana landscapes
of  his childhood, where colors and
memories collided to take you into
his child’s eye view of  his sur-
roundings.

As time in his career passed, he
eventually was earning a better
living selling his paintings than
fixing houses and was able to tran-
sition to a career of  full-time
artist. He accomplished what he
had set out to become. He was com-
missioned by The Portland Foun-
dation to paint a mural of  Jay

County’s key landmarks that was
used for a series of  collector litho-
graph prints to raise funds.

Hundreds of  paintings and illus-
trations remain as part of  the
artist’s legacy in homes and collec-
tions on five continents. He has
worked from his art shop for 20
years thanks to support from
Bryan Alexander and Steve
Takats, who he considered true
patrons of  the arts.

He was one of  the founders of
the Alcove arts club and taught art
classes at Arts Place, something he
truly enjoyed. The funeral lunch
will be held there.

Memorials can be left to The
Portland Foundation in Steve’s
name for a fund to be created for
the arts.

Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 15, at Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home. A funeral service
will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
Sept. 16, at the funeral home with a
meal to follow at Arts Place.

Jeff Ray
July 15, 1957-Sept. 13, 2023

Jeff  L. Ray, age 66, of  Portland
passed away Wednesday, Sept. 13,
202,3 at IU Health Ball Memorial
Hospital.

Jeff  was born in Portland on
July 15, 1957, to Max and Shirley
Ray. He was married on Nov. 28,
2003, to Debbra
(Hamilton) Ray, who
survives.

Jeff  retired from
Joyce Dayton in
December of  2021
after over 20 years of
service.

Surviving in addi-
tion to his wife Deb-
bra are two sons,
Joseph Ray (wife: Tristan) of  Port-
land and Christopher Daniels
(wife: Sheena) of  Portland; two
daughters, Kathy Newlin (hus-
band: Scott) of  Portland and Dawn
McCord (husband: Josh) of  Lynn;
two brothers, Todd Ray of  Albany
and Tim Ray (wife: Rebekah) of
Albany; two sisters, Pam Ray of
Albany and Regina Dee Ray-Abel
(husband: Pat) of  Yorktown; 15
grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; and several nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Max and Shirley Ray; one
sister, Debbie Powers; and a
nephew Brent Powers.

Funeral services will be held at
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home on
Monday, Sept. 18, 2023, at noon.
Viewing will begin at 10 a.m. till
the service with Pastor Dave Keen
presiding. Burial will follow at the
Hillcrest Cemetery of  Redkey.

Memorials can be made to Riley
Children’s Hospital. 

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. They include the name,
city of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Friday
Kegerreis, Wauneta: 10:30

a.m., Zwick & Jahn Funeral
Home, 520 N. 2nd St., Decatur.

Brown, Sharon: 1 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Perry, Sharon: 1 p.m., Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Saturday
McClung, Stephen: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Mahorney, Brian: 6 p.m.,
Cornerstone Community
Church, 440 N Standard Blvd.,
Montpelier.

Monday
Ray, Jeff: noon, Baird-Free-

man Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
“In the 1950s, special

needs kids were often not
allowed to attend the pub-
lic schools,” explained
Brown. “A group of  par-
ents got together and
formed a school for chil-

dren with Down syndrome
in an alley in Portland
named Pink Alley.

In 1958, the organization
that would become JRDS
became involved. Over the
years, the organization
has evolved to include

clients with a variety of
other conditions and
needs.”

JRDS is dedicated to pro-
viding quality services
that empower their clients
to overcome barriers while
transforming their person-

al abilities to help them
achieve their full potential
as a valued and productive
member of  society.

“If  all goes well, we are
also hoping to open a store
in Portland as well,” said
Brown. 

JRDS ...

Call (260) 726-8141 or
email ads@thecr.com

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

4x4 ad once a week in

The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette,

The News Times and The News and Sun

throughout September

$415 (85% off regular price)

Or run a 4x4 ad once a week in

the publication(s) of your choice:

The Commercial Review – $275

The News-Gazette – $250

The News Times – $210

The News and Sun – $210

Ads must run in September
Rate does not apply
to special sections

Reach out to customers in

Blackford, Jay and Randolph counties

Obituaries

McClung

Ray

Lotteries

CR almanac

75/53 72/47 72/50 78/54 82/56
Saturday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
and a high of
75. The low
will be in the
low 50s.

Sunny
skies with a
high of 80
degrees dur-
ing the day.

More
mostly sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Tuesday,
when the
high will be in
the mid 70s.

There’s a
30% chance of
showers and
thunderstorms
on Sunday.

Another
slight chance
of showers.
Otherwise,
mostly sunny,
with a high of
72.

Saturday
9/16

Sunday
9/17

Monday
9/18

Tuesday
9/19

Wednesday
9/20

Powerball
22-30-37-44-45
Power Ball: 18
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$596 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$162 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-7-8
Daily Four: 1-2-2-6
Quick Draw: 1-6-26-30-

32-33-34-35-36-39-42-43-45-
48-49-54-62-71-72-75

Evening
Daily Three: 5-1-7

Daily Four: 9-5-5-2
Quick Draw: 1-6-12-16-

17-22-23-25-26-30-34-46-48-
55-56-57-62-67-77-80

Cash 5: 13-15-17-26-35
Estimated jackpot:

$428,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-0-0
Pick 4: 5-1-5-8
Pick 5: 0-1-6-2-7
Evening
Pick 3: 7-0-9
Pick 4: 9-2-2-2
Pick 5: 1-5-4-8-3
Rolling Cash: 7-24-32-

34-39
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.42
Sept. corn ................5.32
Wheat ......................5.04

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.57
Late Sept. corn ........5.32
Oct. corn ..................4.77

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................5.23
Sept. corn ................4.93
Beans ......................13.15

Dec. beans ..............13.53
Wheat ...................... 5.10

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.32
Sept. corn ................5.12
Beans ......................14.14
Sept. beans ............14.09
Wheat ......................5.65

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.22
Oct. corn ..................4.37
Beans ......................13.42
Oct. beans ..............13.07
Wheat ......................5.10

In 1590, Giambattista
Castagna was elected
pope. He became Pope
Urban VII but died 12
days later of  malaria.

In 1821, a plan drafted
by Agustin de Iturbide of
Mexico was accepted by
Central American offi-
cials. It would bring
Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua inde-
pendence from Spain.

In 1857, William
Howard Taft was born in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Taft is
the only individual to
have served as both pres-
ident of  the United
States and Chief  Justice
of  the U.S. Supreme
Court.

In 1894, Japan won
the Battle of  Pyongyang
in the first Sino-Japan-
ese War.

In 1916, the British
used a tank for the first
time in combat during
World War I.

In 1935, Germany
passed the Nuremberg
Laws, which were among
the first pieces of  racist
legislation by the Nazi
party that would lead to
the Holocaust. They
denied Jews of  German
citizenship.

In 1949, “The Lone
Ranger” debuted on TV.
It had originally been a
radio series.

In 1963, four girls
were killed when mem-
bers of  the Ku Klux Klan
bombed the 16th Street

Baptist Church in Birm-
ingham, Alabama.

In 1972, 19-year-old
Phillip Wayne Jones of
Dunkirk was charged
with first degree murder
in Hartford City City
Court in connection with
the Sept. 6 shooting of
Chester Sloniker of  Mill-
grove.

In 1976, author
Agatha Christie was
born Agatha Mary
Clarissa Miller in
Torquay, Devon, Eng-
land. Her detective nov-
els and plays, featuring
detectives such as Miss
Jane Marple and Hercule
Poirot, have sold more
than 100 million copies.

In 1978, Muhammad
Ali won the world heavy-
weight boxing title for
the third time by defeat-
ing Leon Spinks.

In 1989, Robert Penn
Warren, a writer, critic
and teacher, died. He was
named the first Poet Lau-
reate of  the United States
in 1986.

In 2021, Brian W. Sny-
der of  La Fontaine and
Trey M. Burbank of  Sil-
ver Lake were injured
when the 1997 Chevrolet
Snyder was driving went
off  U.S. 27 in Bryant,
rolled and struck a utili-
ty pole. Snyder, who sus-
tained a neck injury, told
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office he did not know
what caused the acci-
dent.

—The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-

lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
5:30 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council 2024 budg-
et public hearing, park
cabin, 200 S. Mooney St.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.



Hopefest kicks off  with
another day of  free food,
games and other activities
Saturday.

The event, a multi-orga-
nizational effort now in its
second year, will be from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday
at Jay Community Center. 

Activities on the agenda
include games, inflatables,
a petting zoo and
Ride4Life’s motorcycle
thrill show. Local organi-
zations and services will
be available to connect
with for support. The
event will also offer door
prizes and other give-
aways.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Thursday
PIKE FRIENDS AND

NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5 p.m. Sept. 14 at Pizza
Hut in Portland.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY POST 211
— Will meet at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 14, at the
post at 211 W. Walnut St.,
Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each

Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

LOCALS MARKET — Is
held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information,
contact The Flower Nook
at (260) 726-7166.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast

at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Ball State University will
hold a grand opening celebra-
tion Tuesday for its new
Brown Family Amphitheater.

The new outdoor perform-
ance center located between
Park and Pruis halls on the
Ball State University campus
will host the event with back-
stage tours from 6 to 6:30 p.m.,
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 7
p.m. and a Ball State Jazz
Ensemble concert with vocal-
ist Tatum Langley at 7:30 p.m.
Food trucks will also be avail-
able.

INDOT opportunity
Indiana Department of

Transportation is seeking
applicants for its Engineering

Scholarship Program for
undergraduate and graduate
students. To be eligible, stu-
dents must be accepted or
enrolled full-time in one of
Indiana’s accredited civil
engineering schools. 

Recipients receive financial
assistance and job opportuni-
ties during summer breaks
and after graduation.

For more information, or to
apply, visit

indotscholarship.in.gov. The
deadline is Dec. 31.

Exhibit closing soon
It’s not too late to see an

exhibit about the history of
girlhood.

An exhibition from the
Smithsonian American
Women’s History Museum,
“Girlhood (It’s complicated),”
is on display through Sunday.

The exhibit showcases how
girls have been on the front
lines of  change and how they
have made an impact on all
aspects of  American life,
according to a press release
from Minnetrista. It spans a
timeframe of  more than 200
years and showcases about 200

objects, highlighting figures
such as Minnijean Brown and
Naomi Wadler..

Internships available
The Indiana Senate Republi-

can Caucus is accepting appli-
cations for paid internships
for the spring semester.

In order to be eligible, a stu-
dent must be at least a college
sophomore. Recent college
graduates, graduate students
and law school students can
also apply. The full-time posi-
tions are open to Indiana resi-
dents and anyone attending an
Indiana college or university.

For more information, visit
indianasenaterepublicans.co
m/Intern.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
Portland True Value - lifetime banner

Sponsor for bleacher donation 
2023 TRUCK PULL SPONSORS

H�e to see y� at the 2024 Pull
Redkey V�unte� F�e Dep�tment.

Stu’s Garage  $500
Vore’s Welding & steel $500
Maximum Overdrive  $300
Watson’s Excavating  $250
Mid States Construction  $100
Hatzel Bros  $250
CItadel  $100
Bro-Cas Cattle  $100
CB Mechanical  $100
Grazy Pickle  $100
CCL  $100
Charles McClaw  $100
Finnerty Farms  $100
MJS Mortuary  $100
Sherri Finnerty  $100
Redkey Vet  $100
Mt. Pleasant Svc $100
Shawver Real Estate $100
Val’s Bar & Grill  $100
Davis Drilling $100
Shaver Field Services  $100
Tires & More $50
George Family DDS $100
Wright Way Col. Repair $100

Roy Padget Sales $50
Portland Tire Center $50
Liggett TV & App. $100
Clear Chiropractic $150
Kay County Beverage $200

Jay COunty REMC $50
FCC $200
Fishers Meats $100
Knisley Farms $50
Redkey Merchants $100
Redkey Junktown $100
Gas Boom Days $50
Massey Towing $100
Key Palace/Key Diner $100
Tressler Backhoe & 
Trenching  $200
Clay Trucking $300
Louck Farms
Zimmerman Farms
Gordon Farms

Portland True Value

Welcomes the: 
JAMSTAR BAND

Classic Rock & Blues
September 16, 2023

7pm to 10pm
50/50 drawing  •  Public Welcome

Come Enjoy with us at 211 W Walnut, Portland

AMERICAN LEGION
POST 211

BSU celebrates new amphitheater

Community Calendar

Taking
Note

Hopefest
set for
Saturday

DEAR ABBY: I’ve been mar-
ried for 34 years. During most of
them, I was unfaithful. I never
felt like I was truly married
because my husband never gave
me the time of  day, but I liked
my marital status because, I
guess, we were companions. As
soon as my kids married and the
nest was empty, I left. I didn’t
feel I needed to stay and be
unhappy, so I moved out. Why I
didn’t divorce him during those
eight years is beyond me.

We are now back together, and
I don’t know why. We’re not
physically attracted to each
other, and he is manipulative,
selfish and sarcastic. Why, Abby,
am I afraid to move on from
this? I hate it when we’re alone
at home. I’d rather spend the day
with my grandchildren. I didn’t

miss him at all when I was away,
but he called me often and I felt
obligated and guilty. What
should I do? — SEARCHING
FOR HAPPY IN ARIZONA

DEAR SEARCHING: If  you
really want to find “happy,”
the place to start would be in
the office of  a licensed psy-
chotherapist. Once you figure
out why you were willing to
settle for marriage to a
manipulative, selfish, sarcas-
tic man to whom you are not

attracted, you will figure out
what your next move should
be. From where I sit, it
should be in the direction of
the office of  a lawyer who
can help you untangle your-
self from your unhealthy
marriage once and for all.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I work for a

department within law enforce-
ment that has been on a hiring
spree for the past few months
due to retirements. One of  our
new hires is an obnoxious
know-it-all. When we are talking
policy, she constantly corrects
us, usually incorrectly. When we
try to explain to her about her
being wrong, she twists whatev-
er we’re talking about to make
her sound right, or says we’re
being rude. 

It’s not just policy stuff.
Everyday conversation can be
frustrating. I made a comment
about a geographical location,
and she proceeded to argue
about it. She then Googled it and
realized I was, in fact, correct. I
don’t want to argue with some-
one daily who thinks she’s
always right. I’ve tried to let it
go or say, “Yes, OK, you’re
right,” but it is hard sometimes.
My boss is no help. He doesn’t
deal with her daily, so he doesn’t
see it and says we all “just need
to get along.” How do I profes-
sionally approach this situa-
tion? — OVER HER IN ORE-
GON

DEAR OVER HER: If  this
new hire’s personality prob-
lem continues, it could poi-
son the entire department.

Ask your co-workers if  they
have experienced what you
have with the woman and, if
they have, how they feel
about it. If  they agree that
her need to be right even
when she’s wrong presents a
problem, approach your boss
AS A GROUP to discuss it.
That way, it will be chalked
up as a personnel problem
rather than a personal one.

••••••••
TO THOSE WHO CELE-

BRATE ROSH HASHANA: At
sundown tonight, the Jewish
New Year begins. During this
time of  solemn introspection,
I wish my Jewish readers,
“L’shana tova tikatevu” —
may you be inscribed in the
Book of  Life and have a good
year. — LOVE, ABBY

Wife returns to marriage falling apart
Dear
Abby
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By SARAH WADDLE
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Just like the rest of  the country,
it’s a reality that Indiana needs to
face. Our state’s aging population
is depending on our leaders to
invest in a long-term supports
and services (LTSS) system that
adequately serves the needs of
older Hoosiers and their families.

Over the years, AARP Indiana
has been heavily engaged in advo-
cating for independence, dignity,
and autonomy for older residents.
We know that Hoosiers want to
determine and direct the LTSS
they receive, which should
include how and where those
services are delivered and who
provides them. These services
should be comprehensive, in
accord with individuals’ values
and preferences, and be provided
in the least restrictive setting pos-
sible.

For most Hoosiers the setting
where they want to receive care is

at home. But while it may be their
desire to age in place, the ability
to make it happen proves to be
much more difficult to accom-
plish. 

Historically, Indiana hasn’t had
balanced spending between facil-
ity and home-based care with
80% of  Medicaid funds going
towards institutions rather than
home and community-based serv-
ices. By not focusing on main-
taining a sustainable, person-dri-
ven LTSS system, too many
Hoosier families struggle to find
affordable, quality home care.
Often the duties are falling to the
estimated 790,000 Hoosiers who

are unpaid family caregivers.
These individuals are providing
more than 740 million hours of
care to their loved ones which is
valued at $10.8 billion each year.

As Indiana’s Family and Social
Services Administration (FSSA)
transitions to managed care next
year for long-term care, AARP
Indiana will continue working to
ensure Hoosiers see better, easier
and more affordable choices.
Many states have seen success
under a managed care model and
in a 2020 Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services (CMS)
study, enrollees in a managed
care program were more likely to
report satisfaction with their
care and quality of  life when
compared to other types of  pro-
grams. However, it will take con-
tinued stakeholder engagement
and close scrutiny of  the system
to help Indiana achieve similar
results.

A reform of  Indiana’s LTSS
system is long overdue and as the

new system gets up and running,
it’s important that Indiana under-
take robust monitoring, over-
sight, and evaluation because
long-term care policy is not and
should not be linear. There
should be room to build and to
pivot and we should be humble
enough to recognize that even if
we think our program was
designed perfectly, it can always
be improved using the tools, data,
information, and first-hand expe-
riences that are available. 

One of  the tools available to
state leaders is AARP’s LTSS
State Scorecard. The Scorecard is
a tool that measures long-term
services and supports system per-
formance at the state level. This
compiled information provides
policy makers, providers, advo-
cates and other stakeholders a
way to assess areas of  strength
and identify opportunities for
improvement within their
respective state’s LTSS system.

On September 28, the fifth

edition of  the Scorecard, which
is produced by AARP’s Public
Policy Institute with the sup-
port of  the AARP Foundation,
The SCAN Foundation, The
Commonwealth Fund, and The
John A. Hartford Foundation,
will be released at a new web-
site: ltsschoices.aarp.org. Indi-
ana has lagged behind when
compared to other states in pre-
vious scorecards, but with each
new Scorecard comes updated
data and insights.

No matter where Indiana
ranks in this year’s Scorecard,
the fact remains that after a
lifetime of  hard work and con-
tributing to our society, older
Hoosiers deserve a long-term
care system that makes them
the sole focus and is responsive
to their choices. 

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is

an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is
indianacapitalchronicle.com.

Aging Hoosiers need more support

The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

When the federal gov-
ernment falters, the
nation’s most vulnerable
residents feel the effects
hardest and fastest. 

That will be the case if
Congress doesn’t get its
act together before the
end of  the month and
approve funding for low-
income families who
receive federal food assis-
tance.

After taking a month-
long summer vacation in
August, Congress has pre-
cious few days left to pass
funding bills for a dozen
major federal agencies.
The current fiscal year
ends Sept. 30. If  Congress
misses the deadline,
much of  the federal gov-
ernment would shut
down.

Hold on, one might
interject. Didn’t we just
go through a federal gov-
ernment shutdown crisis?
Didn’t Republicans and
President Joe Biden
strike a deal to keep
things running months
ago?

Yes, but never underes-
timate Congress’ most-
radical members’ ability
to manufacture a new cri-
sis. Last time the fight
was over the debt ceiling.
This time it’s over spend-
ing bills. See, there’s a dif-
ference. (We wish we
could insert an eye rolling
emoji here.)

The far-right members
of  the House Republican
caucus are demanding
steep cuts, and House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy
lacks the fortitude to
stand up to them.

A bipartisan deal is on
the table. The Senate
Appropriations Commit-
tee, which Washington
Sen. Patty Murray chairs,
passed a full set of  fund-
ing bills with bipartisan
support.

“We have provided a
clear bipartisan road map
to fund the government
under extremely difficult
constraints, proving Con-
gress can work together
and through its differ-
ences,” Murray said.

McCarthy and the far-
right holdouts aren’t
interested in working
together.

Complicating matters
— and here’s where those
low-income families come
into it — the Biden White
House has asked for sup-
plemental spending on
several items that some

Republicans don’t want to
pay for, including money
to bolster the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants
and Children, called WIC.

During the pandemic,
Congress increased and
expanded WIC benefits to
reach more low-income
mothers, pregnant
women and children. It
provides healthy food to
families and some money
they can spend on fruits
and vegetables. It’s a
hugely successful pro-
gram that helps young
children get off  to a
healthy start in life.

Inflation the past cou-
ple of  years has pushed
food costs up, leaving
those families vulnerable
to food insecurity. Biden
therefore has requested
$1.4 billion to bolster
WIC.

That money is tied up
in the larger funding
fight. If  Congress doesn’t
act, many WIC benefits
will run out in early Octo-
ber, and families will
struggle to feed children
nutritious meals.

Murray and her col-
leagues have a deal in
place. It probably could
get bipartisan support in
the House after it passes
the Senate. All it would
take is for McCarthy to
bring it up for a vote. That
would infuriate the most
conservative Republicans
and potentially put his
speakership at risk. He
must ask himself  what’s
more important, holding
onto power in an unten-
able situation or feeding
mothers and children?

What could be
more important?

By KARL W. SMITH
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Despite a robust economy, the U.S.
budget deficit is poised to double
over the next year — to an eye-water-
ing $2 trillion. As bad as that sounds,
things would be a lot worse if  it
weren’t for a surprising bright spot:
health care costs, which have been
growing more slowly than expected
for more than a decade.

It’s an odd situation that turns
decades of  Washington conventional
wisdom on its head. People used to
say that the key to deficit reduction
was entitlement reform. Now entitle-
ment reform seems possible — but
only if  people don’t try to bring the
deficit into it.

Rising health care costs were a
constant source of  budgetary pain
for the public and private sector
alike for decades. Between 2010 and
2020, however, the Congressional
Budget Office estimates that
Medicare spending was nearly $1
trillion less than originally project-
ed. Economists and health experts
have theories, but no one is quite
sure why.

After a brief  spike upward
because of  COVID-19, the downward
trend intensified. In February 2020,
just before the pandemic, 21.7% of
all U.S. household spending was on
health care. That same figure was
19.6% by June 2022, its lowest level
since 2008. It has rebounded a bit
since, but still remains at levels com-
parable to 14 years ago.

Closing the federal deficit would
require a combination of  drastic
spending cuts and huge tax hikes
that neither Democrats nor Republi-
cans are in the mood to contemplate.
But closing the long-term gap in
Medicare funding — long the
nation’s toughest budgetary chal-
lenge — could be done with biparti-

san measures that are about as close
to painless as they will ever get.

Economists expect that cost
growth will soon return to its
decades-old pattern, but the recent
reprieve offers an opportunity to end
a long-running budgetary night-
mare.

Both sides would have to be will-
ing to give something. Republicans
should agree to eliminate what could
legitimately be called waste, fraud
and abuse in the Medicare Advan-
tage program, which allows seniors
to choose private insurance rather
than traditional Medicare. It has
long been trumpeted by conserva-
tives as a way to use market forces to
contain long-term costs.

The program has been popular
with seniors and is in many ways a
success. But the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget esti-
mates that overpayments to insurers
participating in the program will
cost taxpayers up to $372 billion over
the next decade.

Without getting too much into the
details, the reasons have to do with
how insurers measure something
called the average “disease burden.”
While not illegal, this practice is
widely acknowledged as an abuse of
the system, and Republicans should
be enthusiastic to see it go — even if
it means reducing expenditures on
their favored program.

Democrats, meanwhile, should be
willing to rein in a kind of  diagnos-
tic abuse that occurs in traditional

Medicare. The program’s reimburse-
ment rates to doctors and hospitals
are governed by regulations that
demand any changes be budget-neu-
tral: Reimbursement rate increases
for one procedure must be balanced
by reductions for another, or by some
other cost-saving measure.

The catch is that these regulations
don’t apply to new procedures and
services, and — unlike with pre-
scription drugs — there is no rigor-
ous system to determine their effica-
cy. Thus providers have a strong
financial incentive to adopt new pro-
cedures or technology, rather than
making more efficient and effective
use of  those already in place.

By 2033, according to one estimate,
the addition of  new procedures and
services could increase Medicare
spending by close to $500 billion each
year. Chris Pope of  the Manhattan
Institute, a conservative think tank,
suggests that Medicare be required
to accommodate new procedures and
services in a budget-neutral way for
up to six months. Medicare could
then apply for additional appropria-
tions to cover the ones it deems most
cost-effective.

When combined with the savings
from overbilling, a modest 10%
decrease in spending on new servic-
es could save $600 billion over the
next 10 years. That’s enough to cover
the Medicare trust fund’s deficit for
the entire period.

When compared to a single-year
deficit of  $2 trillion, that might not
seem like much. But it would knock
out a budgetary hurdle that has been
tripping up Congress for decades.

••••••••••
Smith is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist. Previously, he was vice
president for federal policy at the Tax
Foundation and assistant professor
of  economics at the University of
North Carolina.

Saving Medicare is viable goal
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Continued from page 1
Answering a question from

council vice president Faron
Parr, Bowen said the company
can get started immediately on
the process once the contract is
approved.

County attorney Wes Scheme-
naur noted other proposals for
the land development only cov-
ered part of  the process. REA’s
contract is divided as follows —
conceptual design for $141,515,
schematic design for $214,745,
surveying and platting for $30,370
and environmental (survey) for
$8,370.

Council member Cindy Bracy
argued the county should have
REA complete part of  the work,
or the conceptual design, before
agreeing to a contract for the rest
of  the project.

Council approved the contract
on a 4-3 vote, with Jeanne Houch-
ins, Dave Haines, Randy May and
Parr in favor and Harold Towell,
Matt Minnich and Bracy dissent-
ing. (Minnich noted his hesita-
tion stemmed from a desire to
have access to the information
sooner, noting council received
an email about the $395,000 con-
tract Tuesday.)

Also Wednesday, Minnich
asked commissioners president
Chad Aker, who was present
along with commissioner Brian
McGalliard, what contracts will
be paid for out of  the contractual
services fund allocated from
EDIT dollars in the 2024 budget.
(Council agreed to cut $300,000
from the fund in August.) 

Aker explained the fund will be
used for contracts with Jay Coun-

ty Development Corporation and
East Central Indiana Regional
Planning District, which were set
at $130,000 and $100,000, respec-
tively. Other contracts approved
to be paid for with EDIT funds
would also come out of  that fund.

JCDC originally requested
$250,000 in 2024, Aker noted. Min-
nich asked if  commissioners had
spoken with JCDC about how
they planned to operate on a
lower budget than originally
anticipated. (The $250,000 includ-
ed room for a new community
development director, a position
that has since been replaced by
the county’s hiring of  a commu-
nity coordinator through East
Central Indiana Regional Plan-
ning District.)

Aker said JCDC has since
requested $140,000, with the coun-
ty’s personnel committee settling
on $130,000. He pointed out JCDC
has an additional $64,000 left from
its county allocation in 2022.

Minnich said commissioners
have pushed that 75% of  EDIT
funds need to be spent on capital
projects but that the current
budget has been invested into
other ventures. He made a motion
council allocate $240,000 for the
fund next year, giving $140,000 for
a contract with JCDC and
$100,000 for the contract with East
Central Indiana Regional Plan-
ning District.

Minnich and Bracy pointed out
commissioners have a capital
improvement project list but have
not yet approved a full plan.

“It’s not going to hurt anything
to (let the money) sit there while
we actually get a plan,” said

Bracy. “And we have a plan, and
then we just move it.”

Council approved the $40,000
cut on a 5-1 vote with Parr dis-
senting.

Jay County Humane Society
consultant Linda Conn told coun-
cil Wednesday the organization
had proposed a 2024 contract with
the county for $66,325. (Council
cut Jay County Humane Society’s
allocation for animal control
services to $55,000 during a spe-
cial meeting in August. The
group had originally requested
$68,500 but negotiated to the
$66,325 amount.) Conn explained
the amount had been calculated
using a formula developed by the
American Veterinary Medical
Association. Using census infor-
mation, she calculated there are
approximately 2,330 cats and 1,457
dogs in the rural, unincorporated
portions of  Jay County. Factoring
in 10% of  those dogs and cats,
with each animal serviced at a
rate of  $175, she came up with the
contract request of  $66,325. 

Conn noted Indiana mandates
a certain level of  care for animals
before they’re adopted, such as
requiring them to be spayed or
neutered. She added $55,000 does-
n’t leave the organization enough
room to pay for all it would need
to provide adequate care.

“To go out and capture them,
(the humane society doesn’t) see
any way of  putting a vehicle on
the road, paying insurance …
paying a person to go out and do
that for anything less than what
we had asked for,” said Conn. 

She added that the county is
welcome to hire an animal con-

trol officer, but she noted it
would likely cost the county
more than it would pay the
humane society.

So far, Conn said, Salamonia
has approved a contract with the
organization, and other towns
and cities have been considering
contracts. (Dunkirk has declined
the contract, instead choosing to
continue utilizing its own ani-
mal control service.)

On a 4-3 vote, with Houchins,
Parr, May and Haines in favor,
and Bracy, Minnich and Towell
dissenting, council agreed to
increase Jay County Humane
Society’s allocation to $66,325.

In other business, council:
•Agreed, Towell dissenting, to

give between 6% and 8% raises
in 2024 to several employees,
along with a 6% raise to Jay
County treasurer and her first
deputy

•Agreed to give the Jay County
Jail matron an 8% raise in 2024
and bump part-time clerical posi-
tions to $16.05 an hour from the
current rate of  $14.79 an hour

•Approved Jay County Health
Department’s health mainte-
nance fund for 2024, which came
out to $208,045.28. (The health
department had been waiting on
a response about its enhanced
funding from the state next year.
Plans are to use approximately
$92,000 for new health educator
and health school liaison posi-
tions.)

•Formally approved creating a
board to review Jay County
Country Living’s finances. The
group includes Jay County clerk
Jon Eads, local residents Vir-

ginia Burkey, Nancy Cline, Paul
VanCise and Camile Elick-
Shawver, and McGalliard,
Houchins, Towell and Bracy.

• Heard a request for $50,000
from Tasha Weaver, Firefly Chil-
dren and Family Alliance region
7 director of  prevention services,
and Justin Litman of  Jay Coun-
ty’s branch of  the Indiana
Department of  Child Services to
fund a coordinator position. The
employee would coordinate serv-
ices used in a family resource
center for Jay County.

•Made the following additional
appropriations: $30,000 for over-
time at Jay County Jail; $15,000
for repairs at Jay County Court-
house; $7,500 in jury fees for Jay
Circuit Court; $5,000 for uni-
forms for Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office and Jay County Jail; $3,000

•Tabled a $50,000 additional
appropriation for truck and trac-
tor repair at Jay County High-
way Department

•Made the following transfers:
$46,000 for group health insur-
ance to computer maintenance
in the county general fund;
$25,000 for group health insur-
ance to contractual services in
the county general fund; $8,000
for the wages, repair and mainte-
nance to director wages for Jay
County Country Living; $7,500
for jury fees in Jay Circuit Court;
$5,000 for group health insurance
to professional services for com-
missioners (pay for the county
attorney); $800 for clerical wages
to maintenance of  cemetery
stones and $75 for office supplies
to maintenance of  cemetery
stones in the cemetery fund

By NANDINI SIRCAR
Khaleej Times
(Dubai, United Arab Emirates)
Tribune News Service

In the heart of  the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, nestled
amidst the desert sands
and futuristic skylines,
a Sharjah university, has
embarked on a truly
unique and sustainable
farming endeavor, dubbed
Harvesting Hope.

The American Universi-
ty of  Sharjah (AUS) has
launched a hydroponic
farming initiative that
allows students to delve
into the latest develop-
ments in agricultural tech-
nology while also enjoying
the nutritional produce
from the farm.

The fledgling initiative
between the AUS student
chapter of  the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers Special Interest
Group on Humanitarian
Technology (IEEE SIGHT)
and The Big Heart Educa-
tional Center in Sharjah
also strives to empower
marginalized students
from diverse national back-
grounds in the UAE.

With a primary empha-
sis on addressing issues
related to illiteracy, Sara
Walid, a senior mechanical
engineering student, chair
of  IEEE SIGHT and stu-
dent project leader, said,

“The significance of  hydro-
ponics lies in the ability to
cultivate plants in nutri-
ent-rich water solutions,
eliminating the need for
soil. The establishment of
hydroponic systems on the
AUS campus enables work-
shops that educate stu-
dents on optimal plant
growth practices, covering
topics such as system
assembly, potential hydro-
gen testing, light-emitting
diode and water pump con-
figurations and nutrient
solution management.”

“The resulting produce
will serve as both a hands-
on learning tool and a
source of  fresh, nutritious
vegetables, enhancing
daily meals,” she added.

With financial support
from the IEEE Humanitari-
an Technologies Best Prac-
tices and Projects Commit-
tee, the project monitors its
advancement by conduct-
ing frequent evaluations
and involving students at
The Big Heart Educational
Center in interactive
Kahoot quizzes. This
approach ensures that stu-
dents not only comprehend
but also effectively apply
the concepts presented.

Meanwhile, Harvesting
Hope is aligned with
the UAE’s commitment to
achieving net zero emis-
sions by 2050.

University to have
a hydroponic farm

Develop ...

By EMILY MATCHER
Purdue Ag News

Creating better vaccines.
Averting animal pan-
demics. Helping farmers
make smarter, more cli-
mate-friendly decisions.
These are just some of  the
projects funded by the Pur-
due College of  Agricul-
ture’s recent bumper crop
of  grants — a record $106
million this past fiscal
year, toppling the $85 mil-
lion raised the previous
year.

“We’ve got several years
of  back-to-back to back
with record levels,” says
Bernie Engel, the Glenn W.
Sample Dean of  Agricul-
ture.

“The overwhelming
majority of  our research is
supported by these kinds
of  dollars,” Engel says.
“These are the dollars that
really enable us to have a
much, much bigger impact
that we would have other-
wise.”

Grants are highly com-
petitive – as few as 10 or 20
percent of  proposals are
funded. The success in
securing grants speaks to
the quality of  Purdue’s
researchers — the College
of  Agriculture is currently
ranked number three in

the nation, while the
Department of  Agricultur-
al and Biological Engineer-
ing is number one.

It’s a big number, but
where exactly do those dol-
lars go? How are they
used? Here are some of  the
stories that provide that
insight.

One of  the researchers

making an impact with
grant funding is Kurt
Ristroph, an assistant pro-
fessor in the Agricultural
and Biological Engineer-
ing department. His lab
focuses on developing
nanomaterials and nano
formulation processes for
medical and agricultural
uses. Ristroph has multi-

ple major grant-funded
projects in the works,
including one that stands
to benefit almost anyone
who will need an mRNA
vaccine in the future.

This project, funded by a
$2.7 million FDA grant,
involves looking at making
lipid nanoparticles of  the
type used in the Pfizer and

Moderna coronavirus vac-
cines — but without the
need for extreme cold dur-
ing shipping.

“Shipping vaccines
around the world at nega-
tive 80 degrees was
extremely expensive and
logistically hairy,”
Ristroph says.

In collaboration with a
group at Princeton Univer-
sity and others, Ristroph’ s
lab is trying to show they
can process lipid nanopar-
ticles into a dry form that
can be later reconstituted
in water, on-site.

“We think there will be
major stability benefits in
doing that,” he says.

If  it’s successful, this
new technique could bene-
fit not only covid vaccines,
but also any future mRNA
vaccines made using lipid
nanoparticles.

Ristroph’ s second major
project funded last year is
also health-related. His lab
is working with an Indian
pharmaceutical company
to improve a medication
with poor bioavailability
when taken by mouth.
While, for reasons of
industrial secrecy,
Ristroph can’t say what the
medication is, he explains
it’s used to treat a disease

that affects some 90,000
Americans. He’s working
to process the medication
into nanoparticles so it can
dissolve and reach the
blood stream more effec-
tively.

Another of  Ristroph’s
current projects affects
anyone who enjoys a
morning glass of  orange
juice. Last fall, he received
a $1 million grant from the
USDA’s National Institute
of  Food and Agriculture to
develop nanocarriers as an
antibiotic delivery system
to treat citrus greening dis-
ease. This plant disease,
caused by a bacteria
spread by an aphid-like
insect called the Asian cit-
rus psyllid, has devastated
Florida’s citrus industry
and is spreading to Texas,
California and beyond.

“In the 15 years since it
came to the US in 2008,
there’s been something
like a 90 percent decrease
in Florida citrus produc-
tion,” Ristroph says.

In collaboration with
other universities,
Ristroph’s lab is attempt-
ing to deliver antibiotics to
the site of  the bacterial
infection, a difficult task
using conventional meth-
ods.

Purdue researchers secure funding

Purdue Ag News/Tom Campbell

Kurt Ristroph, assistant professor of Agricultural and Biological
Engineering, holds two vials of nanocarrier treatments being tested for
treatment of plant diseases.
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CORN ESTATE AUC-
TION

Saturday, September 16,
2023

10:00 A.M./10:30 A.M.
(Double Ring)

5930 S 450 W., Port-
land, IN 47371

Vehicles & Mowers
2003 Ford F150 XL Pick

Up
4x4 (177,751.3 mi);
2006 Ford Fusion
(158,009 mi);

Gravely ZT X-52 Zero
Turn Mower (77.9 hrs
&amp; Kawasaki

23.0 HP Motor); Ameri-
can Shuffleboard; Indus-

trial
sewing machines;
Upholstery material;
Cuckoo clocks;

Primitives; Household
furnishings; collectibles;

Tools;
Lincoln welder; fishing
box/tackle; air compres-

sors; and
so much more!

Robert “Bob” & Linda
Corn, Deceased
Mel Smitley’s Real

Estate & Auctioneering
Laci Smitley –
AU10600051

260-729-2281 – Cell
Gary White –
AU19800069 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located : 309 West

Main Street, Portland IN.
SEPTEMBER 16, 2023

10 a.m.
ANTIQUES – OLD &

COLLECTORS ITEMS –
PRINTING EQUIPMENT

(17) Metal Printers
Tables on Wheels,  23”
X 29”; (7) Work Desks;
Carpenter Trunk,  68” X
34” Steeel Counter

Tops; (2)
Antique  Photo Enlarg-
ers; Camera Bodies;
Photo Enlarging

Frames; FRANK KENY-
ON ORIGINAL  PIC-

TURES;  
(2) 8’ Wide by 10’ Tall  2
PC Glass  Door Cabi-

nets;
Photos from the 1950’s
thru the early 2000’s,

55 Gallon  Drum  Racks;
TYPE SETS; Delicious

Candies Vending
Machine; 25 CENT

COCA COLA Machine;
and other items not list-

ed.
GRAPHIC PRINTING

COMPANY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Sale to be
held in the Montpelier
Civic Center, 339 South
Main Street,Montpelier
IN  Thursday Evening
SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 

6:00 P.M.
203 ACRES IN HARRI-

SON TOWNSHI –
BLACKFORD COUNTY

INDIANA
TRACT 1 – 40 acres

located in Section 20 at
the corner of CR 300 E
and 500 N. There are
38.79 acres of mostly
level tillable land with
1.21 acres of roadway.
TRACT 2 – 67.54 acres
located in Section 32 on
CR 400 E. There are
30.97 acres of tillable
land along with 31.5

acres of Classified For-
est and balance in ditch

and
roadway.

TRACT 3 – 95.832
acres located in Section
29 with an address of
3402 N 400 E. There
are 62.32 acres of

slightly sloping tillable
land, 27.58 acres in

woods with the balance
in ditch and scrub.

This tract also has an
easement for a utility

tower.
For more information
please contact GARY
LOY, AUCTIONEER at
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, BROKER at (260)

726-2700.
BEULAH HISER TRUST

By Mike Landers and
Pam Hart, Trustees

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY SEPTEM-
BER 30, 2023 TIME

10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 8256 W 550
N. Pennville, Indiana

MOBILE HOME – UTILI-
TY SHED

1983 Empire 14’x70’
mobile home with ton
axles and tires. To be

moved. Home is in good
condition. 10’x12’ utility
shed. To be moved.
SUV – MOWER –
HOUSEHOLD 2012

Chevrolet Captiva SUV
with 46,200 miles.

Chairs, 6 gun cabinet,
720 Grasshopper mower
with 52” cut. Samsung
refrigerator with bottom
freezer, GE electric

range,
2 I-heaters, lighted Curio
cabinet, Hand painted
globe lamp, 2 glider

rockers, rocker recliner. 
OWNER: DELORIS J

BROWN ESTATE/ LOW-
ELL BROWN

PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 16, 2023

TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 3430 W ST
RD 67. PORTLAND, IN

ANTIQUES-COL-
LECTIBLES

3- Tokheim gas pumps,
large round porcelain
Gulf sign, Mobil gas

porcelain sign,
Mailpouch porcelain

thermometer/sign, Royal
Crown Cola sign, Broom
maker (from Portland),
motor oil cans, oil cans,
porcelain light shades,
pulleys,  Ford Model T
door, windshield and
radiator,  corn jobber,

trunks. 
TRUCK – TRACTOR -
FARM EQUIPMENT –

MISC
1976 Dodge step side
little red express pickup
truck, Allis Chamers D17

series 3 tractor with
rear weights (parts),
large lot of riding and
push mowers for parts,
shop and industrial

equipment.
LARGE AUCTION: Sev-
eral items not men-

tioned.
LARRY STULTS

ESTATE/ DIANA
STULTS PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  
AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR full time or part
time driver. 8316 N. 250
E. Bryant IN 47326 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Pres-
sure washing in Fort
Recovery. Call 419-852-
0309. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES FOR SALE
Menchhofer Farms; 5679
Wabash Rd., Coldwater,
OH. 419-942-1502 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at

260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Football vs. Bluffton –
7:30 p.m.; Junior High cross country at
Selma – 4:45 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Girls golf Sectional at

Crestview Golf Club – 9 a.m.; Cross coun-
try Yorktown Jim Leffler Invite – 10 a.m.;
Boys soccer at Woodlan – 10 a.m.; Girls
soccer at Woodlan – 12 p.m.; Junior High
coed tennis at Hagerstown – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf Nate
Niekamp at Mercer County Elks – 9 a.m.;
Football at Delphos St. John – 1:30 p.m.   -
; Cross Country Troy Twilight at Troy – 9
a.m.; Middle school volleyball vs. Anso-

nia – 10 a.m.

TV sports
Today

5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NCAA Football: Virginia at
Maryland (FS1)

7 p.m. — NCAA Football: Army at
UTSA (ESPN)

Saturday
5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore

Grand Prix (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Penn State

at Illinois (FOX)
12 p.m. — NCAA Football: LSU at

Mississippi State (ESPN)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Florida
State at Boston College (ABC)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Louisville
at Indiana (BTN)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Wake For-
est at Old Dominion (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: North
Dakota at Boise State (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: South
Carolina at Georgia (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Western
Michigan at Iowa (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Min-
nesota at North Carolina (ESPN)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Alabama
at South Florida (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Oklaho-
ma at Tulsa (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — NCAA Football: Western

Kentucky at Ohio State (FOX)
7 p.m. — NCAA Football: Tennessee

at Florida (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NCAA Football: Northern Illi-

nois at Nebraska (FS1)
7 p.m. — NCAA Football: BYU at

Arkansas (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Bowling

Green at Michigan (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Syra-

cuse at Purdue (NBC)
7:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Pitt at

West Virginia (ABC)
8 p.m. — NCAA Football: TCU at

Houston (FOX)
10 p.m. — NCAA Football: Colorado

State at Colorado (ESPN)
10:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Fresno

State at Arizona State (FS1)

Local notes
Turkey Trot Signup

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 16th
annual Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 4 at
the Cooper Farms Turkey Harvesting
Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All proceeds
benefit EverHeart Hospice.

The Race will begin at 10 a.m. There
will be splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile
course. There will also be chip timing for
participants operated by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout
the race, as well as a to-go turkey
meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
http://bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or
registration will open at 9 a.m. at Cooper

Farms on the day of the race.

Hunt applications
Hunters can apply for a variety of

reserved hunts by visiting
on.IN.gov/reservedhunt.

Applications for the following hunts
can only be applied for online. They
include waterfowl and deer hunts in fish
and wildlife areas, deer hunts on state
park property, November game bird area
hunts, Indiana private land access
hunts, and December game bird area
hunts.

Applications are due Sept. 24 by
11:59 p.m.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
In Anderson’s 3-2 victory

over the Belles, Montes logged
62 minutes on the pitch. Her
only shot came two-thirds of
the way through the match.
The shot missed the goal high
and to the right.

All three of  the Ravens’ goals

were scored in the final ten
minutes to complete the come-
back-victory.

Kyndall Ferguson netted the
first goal at the 80:35 minute
mark.

The second goal was scored
by Lauren Brown unassisted
less than 30 seconds later.

The game looked as if  it was
going to end in a tie before
Bakah Blair broke it. Her goal
went to the back of  the net
with only 39 seconds remain-
ing in the game.

Whitley Rammel
Fort Recovery – 2022

Found herself  back on the
court for a set in East Ten-
nessee State’s 20-25, 25-15, 25-
19, 25-12 loss to the Davidson
Wildcats on Saturday.

It was Rammel’s first time
back on the court since she
started the match against Ohio
State on Aug. 27.

The Buccaneers just didn’t
have enough firepower to take
down Davidson in the match.
The Wildcats finished with 12
more kills than ETSU, and
were led by Jackie Bardin with
18. Mia Compas and Sola
Omonije both had nine for
Davidson as well.

Checkup ...

By CHIP ALEXANDER
The News & Observer
Tribune News Service

North Carolina football
coach Mack Brown is not
apologizing for any of  his
remarks concerning wide
receiver Tez Walker and the
NCAA’s handling of  his eli-
gibility case.

The NCAA on Tuesday
released a statement criti-
cizing UNC leaders for com-
ments about Walker and
the NCAA’s rulings. The
NCAA says serious, possi-
bly criminal threats had
been received by some com-
mittee members who dealt
with the case and the deci-
sion to deny Walker imme-
diate eligibility as a two-
time transfer.

Brown, on a media call
Wednesday, said:

“I’m not going to apolo-
gize for standing up and
trying to do what’s best for
our young person, and
making sure that he under-
stands we have exhausted
every possibility that we
can to help him.

“Because if  we haven’t,
then we’re not doing our
job. And none of  this was to

embarrass anybody, to get
anybody threats. The only
thing we’ve done is take up
for our player. And I’m very
proud of  that. And if  I had
to do it over again, I’d do
exactly the same thing. …

“We’re standing up for a
player who we feel like was
treated poorly and there
was lack of  judgment.”

Brown publicly lashed
out at the NCAA last week
when the Committee for
Legislative Relief  ruled
Walker would not be eligi-
ble this season, ending a
statement by saying,
“Shame on you, NCAA.
SHAME ON YOU!”

UNC’s board of  trustees
held an emergency meeting
Monday to discuss all
options concerning the
Walker situation, including
legal options.

The NCAA noted all 32
Division I conferences
voted in favor of  stricter eli-
gibility waivers for two-
time transfers. In its state-
ment, it said some coaches
had urged “vociferously”
that the move be made,
adding Brown.

UNC’s Brown won’t
apologize to NCAA

Continued from page 8
“I’m a fan of  grass, for

sure. Got to admit that. I
like wearing seven studs
and playing on grass, but I
feel like the field — it’s sup-
posedly the newest and the
greatest,” he said. “There’s
obviously been a lot of  con-
versation around grass
field compared to turf
field, but I feel like the
other night, it’s been one of
the best surfaces I’ve seen
that’s artificial.”

Rodgers, a four-time
league MVP, was acquired
from the Green Bay Pack-
ers during the offseason
and anticipation was high
for his regular-season Jets
debut. ESPN reports the
season opener between the
Jets and Buffalo Bills drew
22.64 million viewers, mak-
ing it the most-watched
“Monday Night Football”
broadcast since the net-
work started showing the
weekly games in 2006.

Grass ...

On the
attack

Carter Wellman of
the junior class takes a
swing at the ball during
the volleyball match as
part of Wednesday’s
spirit night festivities.
The juniors defeated
the sophomores but
went on to lose to the
seniors in the
championship match.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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Patriots host undefeated
Bluffton for homecoming,
see Sports on tap

FRHS grad makes
her way back onto court,
see Collegiate check-up

After a rough week,
Paige Fortkamp found a
way to bounce back.

Following
her five-
game
stretch with
only 28 kills, she earned 11
in the University of  Saint
Francis’ 25-18, 15-25, 25-18,
26-24 win over the Goshen
College Maple Leafs.

Her 11 kills were the
most for the Cougars and
only trailed Goshen’s Sadie
Brenneman who had 17.

St. Francis moves to 5-2
when Fortkamp nets dou-
ble-digit kills, while the
team is 0-5 when she is held
to single digits.

Fortkamp committed
five hitting errors on 31
attacks, to earn her a 14.6%
overall hitting percentage.

She also had six assists
and three digs in the
match.

Anhely Montes
Jay County – 2020

Took two shots as the
Anderson University
Ravens split a pair of
games against Huntington
and St. Mary’s College.

Montes played 57 min-
utes in the Ravens’ 1-0 loss
to Huntington. She took
her shot 10:15 into the
game, with the ball sailing
wide left of  the goal.

The sole goal of  the
match was scored 67:18 into
the contest.

See Checkup page 7

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Sophie snags it
As part of Jay County High School spirit night activities

Wednesday, the seniors defeated the juniors 8-0 in the powderpuff football
championship game. Pictured, Sophie Saxman of the seniors leaps to
make a catch. Saxman scored the game-winning touchdown on a fumble
return, with Brenna Haines running in the 2-point conversion.

FRHS
grad
drives
win

Collegiate
checkup

By CHUCK SCHLIKEN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Two days after New
York Jets quarterback
Aaron Rodgers suffered a
season-ending Achilles
tendon injury on artifi-
cial turf, the NFL Players
Assn. called for the
league to switch to all-
grass playing surfaces.

It is not clear what role,
if  any, the playing sur-
face had in Rodgers’
injury Monday at
MetLife Stadium, but the
cries to replace all syn-
thetic playing surfaces
with natural grass have
suddenly gotten much
louder since the mishap
that occurred four snaps
into Rodgers’ tenure with
the Jets.

NFLPA executive direc-
tor Lloyd Howell made
such a demand Wednes-
day morning in a state-
ment that didn’t specifi-
cally mention the 39-year-
old Rodgers or his injury.

“Moving all stadium
fields to high-quality nat-
ural grass surfaces is the
easiest decision the NFL
can make,” Howell said.
“The players overwhelm-
ingly prefer it and the
data is clear that grass is
simply safer than artifi-
cial turf. It is an issue
that has been near the
top of  the players’ list
during my team visits
and one I have raised
with the NFL.

“While we know there

is an investment to mak-
ing this change, there is a
bigger cost to everyone in
our business if  we keep
losing our best players to
unnecessary injuries. It
makes no sense that sta-
diums can flip over to
superior grass surfaces
when the World Cup
comes, or soccer clubs
come to visit for exhibi-
tion games in the sum-
mer, but inferior artifi-
cial surfaces are accept-
able for our own players.
This is worth the invest-
ment and it simply needs
to change now.”

The NFL has not issued
a response to the NFLPA’s
statement regarding the
playing surfaces.

Last season, the NFLPA
called for teams that used
a specific type of  synthet-
ic surface, known as slit
film, to replace it because
of  “statistically higher
in-game injury rates
compared to all other sur-
faces.”

MetLife Stadium,
which serves as the home
field for both the Jets and
the New York Giants,
switched from the slit
film surface to one called
FieldTurf  during the off-
season.

The new, more-forgiv-
ing synthetic surface
received generally posi-
tive reviews from Jets
players, including
Rodgers, during the pre-
season.

See Grass page 7

NFLPA calls
for grass fields

Players association
wants to eliminate turf


