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Woman
last seen
at FCC
found
deceased

Ex-husband
has been
preliminarily
charged
with murder

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A woman employed in
Portland was found dead
Thursday in southeast-
ern Delaware County and
her ex-husband has been
preliminarily charged
with murder.

She had been missing
for nearly two weeks.

Ceaser L. Curtis was
arrested after Muncie
police found the remains
of Marcia Curtis, 46, at
an abandoned property
along county road 800
South on Thursday.

Curtis was being held
without bond Friday in
Delaware County Jail.

An autopsy on Marcia
Curtis was performed
Friday morning at IU
Health Ball Memorial
Hospital in Muncie. As of
Friday afternoon,
Delaware County coroner
Gavin Greene said pre-
liminary results were not
yet available.

Muncie police adminis-
tration did not respond to
calls from The Commer-
cial Review on Friday.

Marcia Curtis filed for
divorce from Ceaser Cur-
tis in December, and a
decree of dissolution was
issued March 28. Ceaser
Curtis was charged in
Randolph Superior Court
in June with a Class A
misdemeanor for inva-
sion of privacy in the
case of violating a pro-
tective order issued to
prevent domestic or fami-
ly violence or harass-
ment. His criminal histo-
ry includes charges for
battery and operating a
vehicle while intoxicat-
ed.

Ceaser Curtis posted to
Facebook on Aug. 27
accusing his ex-wife of
sleeping with other men.

See Deceased page 2

www.thecr.com
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Patriotic royalty

Jay County High School crowned its homecoming king and queen Friday during halftime of the Patriot football
team’s 19-7 loss to Class 2A No. 2 Bluffton. Pictured are king Reece Leavell and queen Molly Muhlenkamp. For photos from
Friday’'s homecoming parade, see page 6. And for more on the game, see page 12.
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Vision laid out for downtown

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

A group of design and planning
specialists spent Tuesday meeting
with and learning from Portland
leaders, business owners and resi-
dents.

They presented their initial sum-
mary Thursday.

Rundell Ernstberger Associates
representatives shared the results
of focus groups and an open house
and their suggestions for the Port-
land Downtown Economic Devel-
opment Plan.

Their effort boiled down to the
following vision statement, which
looks to the future to what is want-
ed for the downtown area:

“Downtown Portland is the heart
of the city and a hub of uses, activ-
ities, recreation, education, art and
culture that bring people together
to live, work, shop and play.

“There is a strong sense of place

Suggestions involve expanding programming
and removing barriers to business expansion

because of its charm, historical
architecture, eclectic murals, acti-
vated streets and its multi-genera-
tional spaces providing opportuni-
ties to support a diversifying popu-
lation, thriving businesses, for-
ward thinkers and visionary lead-
ers.”

In order to make that vision a
reality, Rundell Ernstberger Asso-
ciates laid out the following goals:

«Create a strong foundation for
sustainable revitalization

«Increase Portland’s tax base

«Support Portland’s transforma-
tion by enhancing its physical and
visual assets

«Create, diversify and expand
employment opportunities

«Increase housing opportunities

«Enhance the economic health
and vitality of Portland

«Create an entrepreneurial envi-
ronment that supports and fosters
small business opportunities

«Increase connectivity

«Sustain, increase and enhance
tourism

Among the objectives the organ-
ization recommends to help
achieve the goals are developing a
downtown marketing strategy,
forming a downtown investment
group, providing training for
small business owners, develop-
ing co-working and incubator
spaces, reforming zoning and
other regulations to encourage
business development, and
strengthening the vacant building
ordinance.

See Vision page 2
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Concert, exhibit

There’s been plenty going on in the community
the last few days. Pictured above, lead singer Cliff Stanton
of New Frontiers, a Journey tribute band, performs
Thursday on the Hudson Family Park amphitheater stage as
part of the Arts Place concert series. A crowd of more than
500 attended the free performance. At right, students line
up Friday afternoon to visit the 9/11 NEVER FORGET
Mobile Exhibit at Jay County Fairgrounds.

eview/ Ray Cooney
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Deaths Weather In review Coming up 3
—

Jay County had a high tem- It’s a busy weekend with the —
perature of 73 degrees Friday. Indiana Military  Vehicle Tuesday — Results from 00 —

Today’s forecast calls for Preservation Association Swap the JCHS girls golf team in S

Sioni Curme, stillborn, mostly sunny skies becoming Meet and Rally from 9 a.m. to 3 the sectional tournament %}
Fort Wayne mostly cloudy in the after- p.m. today at Jay County Fair- today:. O —
Hedwig Rumpel, 98, Gene- noon with a high in the mid grounds, HopeFest from 11 a.m. © —

va 70s. The low tonight will be in to 3 p.m. today at Jay Commu- Wednesday — Coverage ~J
Details on page 2. the mid 50s with a 20% chance nity Center and the 9/11 mobile of the Jay School Board and g —

for rain. exhibit from 9 am. to 3 p.m. Portland City Council meet-
See page 2 for an extended today and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sun- ings. s

outlook.

day at the fairgrounds.
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Twenty-five years ago
this week, local police
were enjoying a technolo-
gy upgrade.

The Sept. 19, 1998, edi-
tion of The Commercial
Review featured a story
about Portland Police
Department’s new in-car
computer system.

Using money from an
Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Fund
Grant, the department
installed the system that
included five in-car lap-
tops, a desktop computer
at the station and a base
radio that allowed the
computers to communi-
cate via RF radio frequen-
cies.

“The computers will
make the force more effi-
cient,” said Portland
Police Chief Bart Darby.
“Within five years, you're

going to see a lot more of
these (in other police
departments).”

He said the system had
already been helpful as it
allowed officers the abili-
ty to obtain information
on individuals and vehi-
cles from state databases,
including National Crime
Information Center and
Indiana Data and Commu-
nications, and facilitated
more efficient communi-
cation. If such informa-
tion showed that an indi-
vidual had active war-
rants or a car was stolen,
an alarm would go off in
all of the other equipped
vehicles to let them know
an officer might need
assistance.

“The system cuts down
about five minutes in com-
munications time to less
than 10 seconds,” said
Darby:

Retrospect
Portland police got new co

Portland police dis-
patcher Paula Bonvil-
lian praised the new sys-
tem’s streamlining of
searches for informa-
tion. It allowed officers
to gather information on
the road instead of call-
ing back to dispatch in
order to search and
relay details. She also
noted that it allowed dis-
patchers to provide
more detailed informa-
tion.

Via the computer at
the police department in
Portland City Hall, a log
was kept of all of the
actions from the mobile
computers.

The system had been
installed early in the
summer, with the
department then work-
ing out bugs and getting
officers and dispatchers
trained to use it.

mputer system

Chief
demonstrates some of

Police
Darby

Portland
Bart

the capabilities of the
in-car computers that
were installed in
department vehicles in

e Commercial Rview/Noah Levine

1998.

CR almanac

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
9/17 9/18 9/19 9/20 9/21
. - ) "

70/51 | 71/48 | 75/53 | 79/55 | 80/57

There’s a Monday's Sunny, Wednes- Mostly
40% chance | forecast with a high in | day’s  fore- | sunny on
of  showers | shows mostly | the mid 70s | cast  show | Thursday,
and thunder- | sunny  skies | on Tuesday. At | sunny skies, | when the high
storms on | with a high of | night, the low | with the low | will reach 80
Sunday. 71 degrees. may dip to the | hitting 55 | degrees.

low 50s. degrees late.

Lotteries
Hoosier Pick 3: 7-2-8

Midday Pick 4: 3-1-0-0

Daily Three: 1-3-1
Daily Four: 3-7-0-3

Pick 5: 6-9-2-4-4
Rolling Cash 5: 21-24-

Obituaries

Sioni Curme Siblings Great-grandmothers — 5790 E. 1100 South, Gene-
Sent. 12, 2023 Denzel Glenda Thomas, Indi- va.
e L Jacobs, anapolis, and Phyllis
Sioni Elizabeth Ann pepiva or Curme, Redkey, Indiana The Commercial Review
Curme was stillborn on oy anq Sin- There are no services publishes death notices for
Sept. 12, 2023, at Parkview cere Curme scheduled at this time. ~ those with a connection to
North Hospital in Fort — Grandpar- Condolences may be our coverage area free of
Wayng, Indiana. ents — Tere- expressed at williamson- charge. They include the
She’s the daughter of for- g3 Morgan spencer.com. name, city of residence,
mer Portland residents Eli-  (wife: birth/death  date and
jah Curme and Chanel Stephanie), Fort Wayne, Hedwig M. Rumpel, time/date/location of serv-
Jacobs. Indiana, Jennifer Jacobs, Geneva, Sept. 21, 1924- ices.
Survivors include: Indianapolis, Darron Sept. 10, 2023. A Catholic There is a charge for obit-

Her parents — Elijah
Curme and Chanel Jacobs,
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Deceased

Continued from page 1
He shared more than 100 posts
that same day from various sources,
including a picture of a sweatshirt

ana

Busby, Indianapolis, and
Randy Curme, Redkey, Indi-

a.m. Thursday at

of the Presentation Church,

help people look for you don’t test
me!”

Marcia Curtis’ family recently filed
a missing person report with Muncie

Mass will be held at 11

uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

St. Mary

who had been last seen leaving her
workplace, FCC in Portland, on Sept.
1. She worked at FCC for about three
months prior to her death.

Quick Draw: 3-7-11-12- 30-31-33
20-22-24-27-31-34-36-42-45- Jackpot: $130,000
56-57-64-66-68-77-80

Powerball
Ohio Estimated  jackpot:

Midday $596 million

Pick 3: 5-1-7

Pick 4: 4-2-1-3 Mega Millions

Pick 5: 9-3-1-6-0 Estimated jackpot:

Evening $162 million
Markets
Cooper Farms Dec. beans............... 13.31
Fort Recovery Wheat ......cccovvvenenn 5.19
Cot i v e Central States
Wheat ...ooooevveenenn. 504 Montpelier

(076) 1 s FORRUUU 5.32

POET Biorefining
Portland

(070) iy s VRN 5.26
Oct. corn ........cuu...... 4.71
Oct./Nov. corn ........ 4.61

The Andersons
Richland Township

Corn ..coeevvereerene, 5.16
Late Sept. corn......... 4.86
Beans.........ccouuene.e. 12.92

Oct. corn .................. 5.12

Heartland

St. Anthony

(076) 0 1 FORSUUURR 491
Oct./Nov. corn ........ 4.31
Beans........cccoeuu. 12.85
Oct. beans .............. 12.85
Wheat .....ccocoeeunenneee. 5.19

Today in history

In 1848, France abol-
ished slavery in all of its
territories.

In 1975, Papua New
Guinea gained full inde-
pendence from Australia.

In 2003, the Jay Coun-
ty High School boys ten-
nis team clobbered the
Adams Central Jets 5-0.
Kentaro Ohgo led the
Patriots with a 6-0, 6-0 vic-
tory over Matt Bracey at
No. 2 singles and Derek

Powell gave up just one
game in his No. 3 singles
victory over Dylan Mal-
one.

In 2021, Fisher Pack-
ing announced during a
Redkey Town Council
meeting that it would
expand its Redkey facili-
ty to add a new linking
line and smokehouse.
Plans called for adding
eight jobs.

—The CR

with the following words printed on
it: “T'll put you in the trunk and

Vision
Continued from page 1
In order to achieve the

goals, Rundell Ernstberg-

er Associates suggests a

three-phase effort begin-

ning with lower-cost items
such as expanding exist-
ing programming and ini-
tiatives, reforming zoning
and implementing pilot
projects to  improve
streetscapes, specifically
along Main Street. Those
expand into larger public
investment in phase two
and greater incentives and
marking in phase three.
The plan grew out of
focus groups with busi-
ness owners, elected offi-
cials and other leaders as
well as a public open
house Tuesday. Among the
common themes
expressed during those
sessions were that the
downtown area — Rundell

Ernstberger Associates’s

study covered the area

Citizen’s calendar

Monday Thursday
5 pm. — Jay School  5:30 p.m. — Redkey
Board, General Town Council 2024

Shanks, 414 E. Floral

budget public hearing,

AVGe.S,OPOI‘ﬂand- Fort park cabin, 200 S.
: p.m. — FOrt Mooney St.
Recovery School Board, 6 p_Sr,n_ — Redkey

community room, high

Town Council, park

SC?%%I’ 41?25 Bﬂtle}gosﬁ cabin, 200 S. Mooney
Recovery Village Coun- St.
cil, village hall, 201 S. .

Main St. Friday

8 a.m. — Portland

Wednesday Redevelopment Com-

4 p.m. — Portland mission, Community

Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Resource Center, 118 S.

Meridian St., Portland.

SERVICES

Today

McClung, Stephen: || am,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Mahorney, Brian: 6 p.m,
Cornerstone Community
Church, 440 N Standard Blvd.,

Montpelier.

Monday
Ray, Jeff: noon, Baird-Free-
man Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Thursday

Rumpel, Hedwig: | | a.m,, St.
Mary of the Presentation
Church, 5790 E. 1100 South,

Geneva.

Service listings provided by
PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

police. They shared several posts on

Muncie Police Department is han-

Facebook regarding Marcia Curtis,

dling the investigation.

AMERICAN LEGION

EEN POST 211
between from the Salam- .
onie River north to Votaw Welcomes the:
Street between Wayne and JAMSTAR BAND
Pleasant streets — has a Classic Rock & Blues
need for more retail, serv-
ice and entertainment September 16, 2023
space, more housing,
improved parking and 7pm to 10pm
Way-finding 'signs and bet- 50/50 drawing * Public Welcome
ter walkability. Come Enjoy with us at 211 W Walnut, Portland

“We have covered a lot

of ground over the last few
days,” said CWC Lati-
tudes’ Ed Curtin, who
serves as a consultant for
Portland Redevelopment
Commission. .

Prior to this week, the
firm also did a study of
buildings in the down-
town area regarding their
condition, if they are
occupied and how they are
used.

The next step is to devel-
op a draft plan that will
then be presented to the i
steering committee. The
goal is that the redevelop-
ment commission can
begin the adoption
process for the plan in
November. (Adoption will
include approvals from
the redevelopment com-
mission, plan commission
and city council.)

More information is
available at portland-
downtownplan.com.

Office Cleaning
Painting
Remodeling

j
i it
-

¢

Call: 260-251-6147

or email: dcrm2021@gmail.com | Anytime Any day!

11 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Free Admission!

Jay County Historical Museum
903 E. Main St. « Portland, IN 47371

THANK YOU

* %k k

for your

gAY ENFORCEMENT

19th Annual Jay County Heritage Festival
Saturday, Sept. 23 & Sunday, Sept. 24

SALUTE
TO LAW

Stage presentations, Craft Vendors, Displays, Musicians

FOOD

SATURDAY

Ham & Beans
w/cornbread

SUNDAY

Chili & crackers

BOTH DAYS
Foot-long hot dogs

& Spanish Sauce

Ice Cream, Pie
Caramel Corn, & more!

| IRON KETTLE "

Demonstrations, Reenactors, Kids'activities, And More
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Consider Truffula Pink gomphrena

By NORMAN WINTER
Tribune News Service

A Perfect Score award
in a university plant trial
is quite an honor and
makes a real statement
about performance. So
consider when that same
plant wins Perfect Score
in a dozen states, spread
across the country. Okla-
homa State, University of
Minnesota, Mississippi
State, University of Ten-
nessee and Iowa State to
give you a sampling. Add
on FlameProof Plant
Award for the Dallas
Arboretum and you real-
ize we are talking about a
tough plant. I don’t know
how many plants can tout
such a record, but Truffu-
la Pink gomphrena has
stood the test.

Even with a trophy case
representative of a sum-

mer prize-fighter, you
would have to wonder if
Truffula Pink could han-
dle a summer as torrid as
2023. The Garden Guy
started off the calendar
year telling you Truffula
Pink gomphrena was
Proven Winners National
Plant of the Year. At the
time I mentioned it had
won more than 50 awards.
Well, you can run that
total up to 81.

It has been the pollina-
tor champion at my house
for at least four years.
The summer of 2023, how-
ever, will go down as a
benchmark year. This
year made me know with-
out any equivocations it
is the toughest flower you
will ever grow and if you
do it up right it will be the
prettiest too!

By the time you read

this, commercial plots I
have been watching will
be roaring past 150 days
of what I would call full
bloom. I say commercial
plots but what I am refer-
ring to are large high-
traffic beds at the
entrance to a shopping
and residential communi-
ty.

It is a benchmark type
year because it has been
hotter and dryer than
most of us have experi-
enced. It has turned The
Garden Guy into a real
whiner. But the Truffula
Pink gomphrena has out-
performed any other com-
mercial plantings in
town.

The design of the beds
also taught us all some-
thing that we knew along,
but haven’t talked about
it enough. If I get a com-

plaint on Truffula Pink it
is lodging. That means it
falls over. Almost always
this is associated with
being a single plant that
will be the tallest one in
the bed or in the contain-
er. In other words, over
time it becomes a wind
sail.

In all of these beds,
they were mass planted
together and encircled by
yellow gold/lantanas.
The Truffula Pink plants
gave structural support
to each other in addition
to the extra strength pro-
vided by the lantanas.

Another real shocker
was the show. Truffula
Pink blooms are borne on
a see-through plant, of
somewhat airy stems, and
though the bloom color is
an iridescent hot pink,
one or two plants simply

can’t dazzle enough for
the car passengers to take
notice in a competitive
traffic situation. A couple
of dozen plants in a full
bloom display however,
and on one of those sear-
ing triple digit tempera-
ture days, makes you look
in astonishment and wish
for something similar at
your home.

Since Truffula Pink is
such a butterfly magnet
The Garden Guy will
always want to incorpo-
rate it into habitat and

cottage type garden
designs. I will use taller
plants  like  Rockin’

Playin’ the Blues salvia,
and Meant to Bee agas-
taches not only as color-
ful partners but support
for each other in the face
of storms with rain and
wind.

Truffula Pink gomphre-
na needs full sun and fer-
tile well-drained soil to
really perform to its capa-
bility.  Letting these
plants sit in wet soggy
soil will be a crime. Plan
on spacing your plants
about 12 inches and add a
layer of mulch. You can
expect them to get two-
feet tall and bloom until
frost. I have never had the
need to deadhead.

Truffula Pink is consid-
ered an annual and one
worth every penny. I gar-
den in zone 8 and most
years I will see a spring
return on at least half of
the plants. They are con-
sidered perennial in zone
9 and warmer. Those of
you who like to cut flow-
ers for the vase will find
Truffula Pink a perfect
and long-lasting addition.

Sister keeps her new romance secret

DEAR ABBY: My sister likes
a childhood friend of ours and
is hiding the fact that they are
together, even though everyone
in the family already knows
they are living together. She
clearly doesn’t want me to
know, and always finds a way to
not be truthful with me.

This guy and I were friends,
but whatever my sister said to
him made him cut our friend-
ship off. I'm hurt that she needs
to lie to me about their rela-
tionship, because it doesn’t
matter to me. I'm happy she
has found someone who makes
her happy. She even has our
mom covering for her. Should I
say something, or just let it be?
— HURTFUL AND SAD SIS-
TER

DEAR HURTFUL: Did you
and your sister’s boyfriend
ever have a romantic rela-

tionship? If the answer is
yes, it may explain your sis-
ter’s strange behavior and
your mother’s willingness to
cover for her. Because the
cat is out of the bag and
“everyone” knows the truth,
I see no reason why you
shouldn’t talk to your sister
and clear the air. When you
do, wish them well.

DEAR ABBY: My stepson,
who is 24, has Asperger’s syn-
drome. He is high functioning,

very intelligent and has a great
work ethic. He still lives at
home, and I have noticed that
he “must” touch his mother
every day. There are times he
stands behind her and strokes
her hair and rubs her neck and
shoulders. I think it’s odd and,
to be honest, it kind of bothers
me. It’s not a jealousy thing, it
just strikes me as creepy.

I don’t think a 24-year-old
should be caressing his mother
that way. She doesn’t think it’s
wrong, and when I mentioned
it to her, she became offended. I
know I may be wrong, and I try
to understand that it may be
part of his Asperger’s. Am I off
base? Help me understand. —
CREEPED OUT IN INDIANA

DEAR CREEPED OUT:
What you are describing
isn’t scandalous. It could
simply be gestures of affec-

tion. Because your wife isn’t
bothered by it, I suggest you
calm down and stop reading
more into it than there may
be.

DEAR ABBY: I have been
married to a wonderful, gener-
ous man for 33 years. Every-
thing is great except for one
thing. I have COPD. He’s sym-
pathetic, but it goes only so far.
An example: Today I was hav-
ing a terrible coughing spell. I
was in the bedroom. He was in
the den, one room away. The
spell lasted at least 30 minutes.
Not once did he come in to
check on me, ask if I needed
anything, etc. It was as if we
weren’t in the same house.
After about half an hour, he did
come in and said: “What do you
wanna do this afternoon?” It
really irked me. Am I making

too much of this? — IRKED IN
THE SOUTH

DEAR IRKED: Your hus-
band may be “wonderful,”
but he also appears to be a
tad INSENSITIVE. He may
have thought that as long as
you were coughing, you were
still breathing and didn’t
need his help. Because his
failure to grasp the serious-
ness of your predicament
irked you, take the precau-
tion of telling him
BEFORE your next coughing
fit — how you would like
him to respond, and why.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or RO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of

mit an item, email the month. It is located at

news@thecr.com. 510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-

Saturday mofthesoldier.com.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
am. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St.,, Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

LOCALS MARKET — Is
held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact The Flower Nook at
(260) 726-7166.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY —Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 pm. on the first
and third Saturday of each
month in the former WE.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be

Sudoku

Level: Advanced

Friday’s Solution
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w
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains

the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
pm., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.

in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

ALZHEIMER'S CARE-
GIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Will meet at 5:30 p.m. the
third Tuesday of each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library community
room. For more informa-
tion, call Deb Tipton at (260)
729-2806 or Elasha Lennartz
at (765) 729-4567.

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of each month at the
library.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.
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SAFEYSTEP

WALK-IN TUB
1-855-743-1911

With purchase ¢f a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
affer at tilne of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

For Jay County Schools
September 18-22

Monday: Main Entrees: Classic chicken sandwich
Alternate Entrees: Muffin yogurt & cheese
fun lunch, popcorn chicken salad base,
breadstick Sides for all meals: Smile
potatoes

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Pepperoni pizza pasta bake,
garlic breadstick Alternate Entrees: Muffin
yogurt & cheese fun lunch, popcorn chicken
salad base, breadstick Sides for all meals:
Seasoned zucchini

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Fresh baked biscuit,
sausage gravy, scrambled eggs with bacon &
cheese Alternate Entrees: Muffin yogurt &
cheese fun lunch, popcorn chicken salad
base, breadstick Sides for all meals: Tater
tots

Thursday: Main Entrees: Mashed potato & chicken
bow! Alternate Entrees: Muffin yogurt &
cheese fun lunch, popcorn chicken salad
base, breadstick Sides for all meals:
Seasoned corn

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic pepperoni pizza
Alternate Entrees: Muffin yogurt & cheese
fun lunch, popcorn chicken salad base,
breadstick Sides for all meals: Seasoned
peas & carrots

Arnold Lumber Co.

Serving Indiana, Obio,
| Soutbhern Michigan and Northern Kentucky

260-724-3108

1-800-903-4206

Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 7A.M. to 5 P.M.
Friday: 7 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. » Saturday: 7 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.
Decatur, Indiana
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O’Bannon was an amazing mentor

By JEFF COYNE

“Stand on your Principles or
Stand on your Head.”

This quote was in the signature
line of my mentor’s personal
AOL emails.

This upcoming week, I will
reflect more on this man because
this is the 20th anniversary of his
passing. That man was Indiana
Gov. Frank O’Bannon.

When I got out of college in
1995, I wanted to change the
world. I had dreams of working
in Washington, D.C.; however, so
does every idealistic political sci-
ence major when they get out of
school. At the age of 23, you can
be more idealistic than at 51 years
of age.

The Rolling Stones said suc-
cinctly, “You can’t always get
what you want. But if you try
sometime, you’ll find, you get
what you need.” Moving to Indi-
ana and working for his cam-
paign as his driver and staffer
was what I needed. Looking back,
it was a graduate degree in what
our politics should be and what
we should have as an elected offi-
cial.

Fed should ignore

Jeff
Coyne

Some items he taught me
while we traversed 75,000 miles
in a car together were listening,
staying true to your beliefs, serv-
ing with humility, compromise
and always being on time.

When it came to listening, Gov.
O’Bannon would say to me,
never assume what someone
may be thinking; listen to them
and their stories. Sometimes, a
solution can come up because it
was something you did not think
of, or that person has an experi-
ence that you did not.

I guess this came from his
years serving in the state Senate,
where he would work with all
parties to develop solutions. If
we talk over one another, noth-
ing can get accomplished.

Sure, 20 years ago, there was

no social media. People can go
off on a tangent at any time. We
live in a time where we are enter-
tained by hosts and guests giving
their point of view with little dif-
ferentiating opinion; it is just an
echo chamber. However, if we lis-
tened more to other points of
view, maybe we could overcome
some of what divides us. It does-
n’'t mean we will agree, but it
helps you understand where
they are coming from.

By staying with your true
beliefs, serving with humility
and compromise, all are tied to
the person he was. Gov. O’'Ban-
non was the person you saw on
TV. He grew up in the small town
of Corydon, and those life les-
sons of what made him who he
was stuck with him. He realized
that no matter what his elected
position, the governor was the
caretaker of that office, and he
wanted to lift up all that he rep-
resented. It didn’t matter where
you came from, you could be liv-
ing in public housing or a man-
sion on Geist Reservoir; he treat-
ed everyone respectfully. He
wanted to make Indiana a better

place to work, live, and raise a
family. When elected to office, he
always wanted to make the most
of it with the time he was graced
to occupy. When it came to com-
promise, he did not see that as a
weakness. He saw it as a
strength.

It is a shame that our politics
today have become so bitter that
if a member of one party is seen
in a public establishment having
dinner or a drink with someone
of the opposing party, they are
called a sell-out or worse, the
extremes of both parties try to
run someone against them at the
next primary election. No one
side of the aisle has all of the
answers. Only by working
together can we solve what ills
our state and nation.

Lastly, he always wanted to be
early or on time. He would say to
me, Jeff, I am no more important
than those who I am meeting or
visiting with. Their time is just
as precious as his. You must
remember this was before GPS in
our cars and phones. However, I
was never to speed in the car
because he would have the officer

double my ticket if I got caught.
It’s a great lesson to get rid of as
a lead-footed 23-year-old.

Have I been as successful as he
was with what he taught me,
probably not. However, I have
kept these and all of what I
learned from him and Judy
O’Bannon all these years. They
took in an out-of-state kid just
out of college and showed me
what was good about being a
public servant, and I will never
forget the lessons, kindness, and,
most importantly, their friend-
ship.

Gov. O’Bannon, all of us who
enjoyed working for you are so
much better off because of it.
Your wisdom, wit, and presence
are sorely missed, but your lega-
cy will live on from those you
touched. I would not be where I
am today without what I learned
from you. All I can say with
much gratitude is, thank you!

Coyne is director of govern-
ment and political affairs for
AFT- Pennsylvania, the state fed-
eration of the American Federa-
tion of Teachers.

political pressure

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Two essential questions
are facing the U.S. economy
right now: whether the Fed-
eral Reserve’s next change
in its policy rate will be a
cut or an increase, and
whether the central bank’s
inflation target of 2% needs
to change. Give Fed Chair-
man Jerome Powell credit
for being forthright in
addressing each in a recent
speech.

On the first question, he
said it’s too soon to say, but
left no doubt that further
increases will follow if nec-
essary. On the second, he
said no: His commitment to
the existing target, much in
question among academic
economists these days, was
firm. He’s exactly right on
both counts.

The Fed’s recent tighten-
ing of monetary policy,
once it started, was unusu-
ally swift and severe. By
most measures, it’s work-
ing. Headline consumer-
price inflation has fallen
from a stunning 9.1% in
June 2022 to 3.2% last
month — partly due to the
easing of supply shocks
(which the Fed can’t affect)
but also thanks to much
tighter financial conditions
(which it can). Powell and
his colleagues pay especial-
ly close attention to a meas-
ure of underlying inflation
called core PCE (personal
consumption expenditures
excluding food and energy),
which has also fallen, but
by much less — from its
peak of 54% in February
last year to its current rate
of 4.3%.

Taken together, the data
suggests that the fight
against inflation is going
well, but isn’t yet won. In
his address, Powell drew
attention to a main compo-
nent of core PCE called
non-housing services —
meaning industries such as
health care, transportation,
hotels and restaurants.
These were relatively insu-
lated from the supply
shocks, hence less distorted
by temporary factors.
They’re also unusually
labor-intensive, so more
affected by higher wages in
a tight labor market. In this
sector, inflation has held
roughly steady at more
than 4% year-on-year since
late 2021.

The most recent readings
suggest that this measure
of inflation might soon
decline as well. Signs of a
gently cooling labor market

Guest
Editorial

Powell is
right that
the Fed needs
to see clearer
results before
ruling out
additional
tightening ...

point the same way, while
the current policy rate will
continue to apply down-
ward pressure. Even so,
Powell is right that the Fed
needs to see clearer results
before ruling out additional
tightening, let alone con-
templating a lower policy
rate. A soft landing is still
possible, but far from guar-
anteed. If progress toward
lower inflation stalls, a
higher rate will be neces-
sary to get down to 2%,
even if that means an eco-
nomic downturn.

This possibility is partly
why the 2% target is being
questioned. Would it really
be worth a recession to cut
inflation from 3% to 2%?
The short answer is yes.
Otherwise, when the econo-
my next encounters such
difficulties, the Fed will be
asked whether it makes
sense to get inflation back
down to 3% from 4% ... and
so on. Remember that
progress on inflation to this
point is partly thanks to the
Fed’s success in anchoring
expectations.  Deviating
from the 2% commitment
would discard one of its
most powerful instru-
ments.No one wants a
recession. The resulting
human costs shouldn’t be
minimized. But meddling
with the Fed’s target, and
tarnishing its credibility,
would only cause greater
harm to workers and to the
economy over the long
term. Powell is right to say
so plainly.
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Al literacy needs a compass

By KEVIN FRAZIER

The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service
“Smart” people know all the

answers, right? That may have been
true decades and centuries ago when
things were less complex. Today, it’s
the opposite: certainty of any one
thing is a sign of ignorance of many
more. The smartest person these days
knows that the odds of things remain-
ing fixed and known diminishes with
every new Al model, each trade deal,
and all increases in interdependence
among people, nations, and ideas.

The old definition of “smart” has
worked its way into every facet of our
culture. From pre-k to Jeopardy, we
reward the kid or Ken who can pro-
duce the “right” answer. This sort of
knowledge reflected the time a person
spent studying the tools at our dispos-
al: novels, textbooks, and other
sources of information that
remained more or less
— unchanged.

New educational tools, however,
can render the whiz kids of one era
the fools of another. Whether some-
one knew how to use an abacus, for
instance, once marked intelligence.
Now it’'s mainly a sign of someone
with some spare time on their hands.
The people and communities that
embrace these new tools have the best
odds of leading the future and avoid-
ing the turbulence of an ever more
complex world.

ChatGPT3 ushered in a new set of
tools that require us to redefine
“smart” to center on “curiosity”
rather than “certainty” As with any
change, this one will induce push-
back from those who benefit from the

Kevin
Frazier

earlier set of tools and from certain
ideas being regarded as fixed and
frozen. Yet, just as water works its
way through any rock, tools that
expand access to knowledge eventual-
ly grind down (or simply outlast)
their opponents.

The fundamentals of using Al tools
should not be left to chance. “Al Liter-
acy” should be a “thing.” In other
words, every American should have
access to Al tools and develop the
understanding necessary to use them
in a productive manner. A key part of
that literacy must include an appreci-
ation of the limits of Al tools. If folks
don’t learn those limits then AI may
foster a certainty mindset rather than
one grounded in curiosity.

A lawyer who lacked Al Literacy
recently made this clear by assuming
the AI tool had greater accuracy,
using it to answer a question rather
than help ask better ones, and failing
to do background research on the
tool’s limitations. This misuse goes to
show that even highly educated pro-
fessionals are ill equipped to use tools
they don’t understand. No one’s an
expert in the unfamiliar and
unknown.

Al Literacy efforts should comple-
ment and augment related drives to
increase “traditional” literacy as well

as digital literacy. These latter efforts
have languished despite becoming all
the more important in a world
defined by content. Absent knowing
how to read and write, how to safely
and smartly use the Internet, and,
now, whether and when to employ Al
tools, folks will fall behind in the
labor market, in the classroom, and in
their ability to advocate for them-
selves and the causes they support.
Progress in any one of these literacy
rates should further progress in the
others.

A major step toward Al literacy is
possible sooner than later: Al devel-
opers should produce guidelines on
how to use their products in a way
that’s readily understood by people
with varying degrees of “traditional”
and digital literacy. Ideally, these
guidelines would be translated into a
multitude of languages and perhaps
be accompanied with visual explana-
tions.

Unleashing our collective curiosity
could reshape how we work, govern,
and build community. A first step
toward that lofty goal is directing our
social institutions and norms away
from a “certainty” mindset. A second
step is equipping people with the var-
ious types of literacy required to ask
big questions and act on new infor-
mation. AI won’t wait for us to catch
up. Let’s not fall behind. Now’s the
time to define and develop Al Litera-
cy initiatives.

Frazier will join the Crump College
of Law at St. Thomas University as an
assistant professor starting this Fall.
He currently is a clerk on the Montana
Supreme Court.
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Jay County High School homecoming 2023
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Patriots on parade

The homecoming festivities got started Friday night with the parade beginning at Jay
County Fairgrounds through downtown Portland and finishing at Weiler-Wilson Park. Pictured
above, 2022 Little Miss Winterfest Aria Barnett drives herself in the parade on a Polaris ATV,
making the turn from Meridian Street onto Walnut Street on the modified parade route because
of construction at the south end of the downtown area. Below, Lilly Johnson, dressed as Mr.
Monopoly, rides on the sophomore class float. (The homecoming theme was “Game On!,” with
each class basing their float on a classic board game.) At left, a candy-striped Dominic
Steveson plays the snare drum for the Jay County High School Marching Patriots.
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9-16 CRYPTOQUIP

DXBR-BXYYOLZ OLBRATGROFL

WILTIY VAORRXL IL

DQ
IGGFWCYOBPXK KOGX CYIQXA:

“RPOB OB PFV O AFYY.”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I NEED TO STOP
COLLECTING TONS OF FRISBEES AND RECORD
ALBUMS. I'M RUNNING OUT OF DISC SPACE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals S

Trivial Review

(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

Coming home

1) Jim Thompson holds the distinction for the
longest period as what at eight years, 355 days?

2) What college is credited with originating
the idea of a homecoming game?

1INOSSIA Jo Alsianiun (g
Jem Jo Jauosnud uesuawy (T

O =IO B MEIRGE X - B v OO §

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ

g «

C # P *
RSTOV

N

(Hint: 6 = C)

9 22 17 6 9

Solve the code to discover words related to chicken.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

1 14 15 18 17 3 24

9-18 CRYPTOQUIP

JFGZ LT QCKGN LBCG VHMCHZR
JBV VIGBEHZR FGBXHCT BCC
QXGN, H VBHK "MHR MNQEFGN

HV RCHVEGZHZR.”

Saturday’s  Cryptoquip:  BEST-SELLING
INSTRUCTION MANUAL WRITTEN BY AN
ACCOMPLISHED DICE PLAYER: “THIS IS HOW I
ROLL.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals G

Crossword Puzzle

THIS DAY IN...

~

18
HiSTORY

*1793: THE FIRST
CORNERSTONE OF THE
UNITED STATES CAFITOL
IS LAID BY GEORGE
WASHINGTON.

*18609: THE ROYAL
OPERA HOUSE OPENS
IN LONDON

*1851: THEFIRST
EDITION OF THE NEW-YORK
DALY TIMES, WHICH
LATER BECOMES THE
NEW YORK TIMES, 1S
PUBLISHED,

ACROSS DOWN

1. Block or shut

5. Body of water
6. Dog-like animal
8. Absence of light

1. Less warm

2. Place to stroll

3. No longer in use
4. September season

8 3 15 19 16 17 23 6 26

14 3 13 22 21 23 6
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Wine DOWN 23 ACLU
1 Addams selection 1 Naighbor issues
cousin 38 Emmy- of 24 Sushi
4 Palm winning Kuwait fish
starch HBO 2No — 25 Preven-
8 Antitoxins series traffic tive shot,
12 Sorority setina 3 Spelling in slang
letter fictional or Amos 26 Utter
13 Nor- resort 4 Cushion 27 Kilmer
wegian 45 Firetruck 5 Wanted of “Top
saint necessity poster Gun”
14 Experts 46 Toy block info 28 JFK info
15 Schedule name 6 Attire 29 Sailor
abbr. 47 Friendly 7 Partially 31 Biblical
16 Blaze leader? coincide sea
17 Diner 48 Russian 8 Shell 32 Commo-
grub river out tion
18 Emmy- 49 Okla- 9 Eventful 34 “Hum-
winning homa city periods bug!”
creator/ 50100 10 Old 35 “Co-
star of percent news- depen-
“Abbott 51 Go paper dent No
Elemen- yachting section More”
tary” 52 Online 11 Crg. author
21 Thumbs- crafts site 19 Russian Beattie
up 53 Singer denial 36 Reside
22 “Acid” Carly — 20 Gl enter- 37 Legend-
23 Poe’s bird  Jepsen tainers ary TV
26 — Paulo I . host
27 B|rd dOC SO|utI0n time: 26 mins. Ph||b|n
30 Yonder 38 Ergo
thing 39 Circle
31 Opening dance
32 “Toodle- 40 Morales
oal” of
33 Half “Ozark”
dozen 41 Circus
34 Inlet G structure
35 Grinding AME 42 Rip
tooth 121 43 Bruing’
36 Indian a sch.
lentil dish Yesterday’s answer 9-16 44 Only
[ ENE 4 |5 l6 |7 8 [0 |1
12 13 14
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POULTRY WORD SEAF

FEWER HOURS OF SUNLIGHT IN
FALL CAUSES TREE LEAVES TO
PRODUCE LESS OF THIS SUBSTANCE.
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ENGLISH: Fall

SPANISH: Otofio
ITALIAN: Autunno
FRENEH: Automne

GERMAMN: Herbst

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

Afterthoughts don’t count

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
AAKQS
vi4
*Q)
SAKIO8O
WEST EAST
a74 a]9063
YOI1097 vs5
*K9765 410842
&q2 &]973
SOUTH
41082
YAKS8632
¢A3
L IO
The bidding:
North  Fast South  West
| & Pass 1Y Pass
24 Pass iy Pass
49 Pass [ 4

Opening lead — seven of spades.

The test of a fine plaver is his
ability to handle a difficult chal-
lenge on the spot rather than judg-
ing him by how well he analyzes the
situation later.

Consider this deal where West
leads a spade against six hearts.
Dummy wins with the queen, and
ift declarer now plays the A-K of
trump, hoping for a 3-2 trump divi-
sion, he goes down one.

Instead, let’s assume that South,

who’s been to the wars before,
decides to protect against a possi-
ble 4-1 trump division by crossing
to the queen of clubs at trick two in
order to lead a low heart toward
dummy’s J-4.

This works out nicely when West
goes up with the queen and leads
another spade. South wins with
durmmy’s king, cashes the jack of
trump, leads the queen of dia-
monds to his ace, draws West’s
remaining trumps and claims the
rest of the tricks and his slam.

West goes home bemeaning his ill
fortunc in having encountered a
South who found the way to hold
himself to one trump loser. But
later that night, West suddenly real-
izes he could have defeated the
slam.

All he had to do, after winning the
queen of hearts at trick three, was
to return the king of diamonds! It
would then have been impossible
for South to score 12 tricks.

He could take the diamond king
with the ace and cash the jack of
hearts and queen of diamonds, but
then he would not have been able to
exit the dummy without allowing
West to score a second trump trick.

Unfortunately, West's king-of-
diamonds return came a few hours
too late.

£22023 King Features Syndicate Lne,

Contract
Bridge

5 By Steve Becker

Famous Hand

Soulh dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
4AKI097643

v
*+97
HY 53
WEST FEAST
aJsg a2
YKJ52 YAIORT43
*+J65 410843
S 1042 a7
SOUTH
205
YQ9e
*+AKQ2
dAKO6S
The biddimg:
South West North  Fast
2NT Pass EX Pass
4 & Puss TNT Dble
Pass Pass Redble

Opening lead — (wo of c¢lubs.

Not many hands offer the poten-
tial for a swing of morc than 6,0(H)
points. First, the proper conditions

a high-level vulnerable contract,
doubled or redoubled — must be
met. Then a critical guess, such as
an opening lead, has to be imvolved.

Those were precisely the condi-
tiens in  today’s deal, which
oceurred in the 1988 national men’s
teams. The bhidding started with
South™s two-netrump opening,
whereupon North invoked the Ger-
ber convention to ask for aces.

South responded to the four-club

inguiry by bidding four spades Lo
show two aces. and this is where the
train went off the tracks. Recollect-
ing that a spade response in the
much more commonly used Black-
wood convention shows Lhree aces.
North leaped to seven notrump.
This was duly doubled by East, who
was looking at the ace of hearts.

The trouble was that East was not
on lead, so this left West with a
critical guess. He was sure his part-
ner had an ace, but he hadn’t an
inkling of which one it was.

West did the best he could, rea-
soning that North was likely to
have a long, solid suit for his bid-
ding. If East had the ace of that
suit, it didn’t matter what West led
— Fast would have to get his ace
before the suit could be run. West
therefore dismissed the possibility
ol leading a spade or a diamond
and focused his thoughts instead
on hearts and clubs where he knew,
from his own holdings, that North
could not have a solid suit.

After much soul-searching, Wcsi
finully opted for a club. As a result,
declarer made the redoubled grand
slam for a score ol 2,980 points.
Had East elected to lead a heart
instead, the delense would have
collected the first six heart tricks
for plus 3,400,

The total swing amounted to
6.380 points — if not a record, then
certainly not very far from one,

Tomorrow: Try the impossible.
2023 King Fealures Syndicale L,
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RAKING LEAVES BY HAND

15 A GREAT WORKOUT THAT
CUTS DOWN ONNOISE pad
POLLUTION
GAUSED

BY LEAF BLOWERS. "’

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Gallery 58 Tennis 20 Willy
1 Bowler, display great Wonka's
e.g. 40 Secret- Monica creator
4 Bashes protecting 59 Covert 21 Mama —
9 Wild doc. agent Elliot
bunch 41 Stadium 22 Sandwich
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SPEED BUMP

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

Dave Coyerly SPEED BUM

TSI L 2T P % 7 AT B w NS

OVERY DINNGRS THR SANMR~ Y. MOM
REGURGITINTRS FOOD WHILS M DD Y
REGURGITETES STUFT He SRID O, L

7
(M NOT SAING SHES USING 5,
BUT SHE JUST PUT A WRARTWORM ¥
PILL N MY POCKET.
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152023 by King Fealures Syndisate. e World rights reserved

\ 2028 by nglalwes Syrdicete, Inc World rights reserved
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Beetle Bailey Beetle Bailey

BUT I HAVE A WE'RE FINALLY
PICKLE INMY GETTING NEW
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WHAT IS I'M NOT
THAT HEAVENLY WEARING
PERFUME

©2025 Corricana, Ine. Distibuted by King Faalures Syndicate
2025 Comicana, Ine. Distributed by King Fesluras Syrdicate.

Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
cartoon. Maybe it’s a column
by a member of The CR staff.
But we try to keep our sense
of humor.
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED
CLASSIFIED ADS CORN ESTATE AUC- PUBLIC AUCTION TOOLS Lic. #AU10500168 HELP WANTED Pres-
260-726-8141 TION Located: Sale to be Kubota L3400 FWA 260-729-2229 sure washing in Fort
ADVERTISING RATES Saturday, September held in the Montpelier diesel tractor with Kubo- Pete D. Shawver Recovery. Call 419-852-
20 Word Minimum 16, 2023 Civic Center, 339 South ta LA463 loader, 3 pt., Lic. #AU19700040 0309.

Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776

GOODHEW'’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

Visit Us At: thecr.com

insurance needs.

10:00 A.M./10:30 A.M.
(Double Ring)
5930 S 450 W., Port-
land, IN 47371
Vehicles & Mowers
2003 Ford F150 XL Pick
Up
4x4 (177,751.3 mi);
2006 Ford Fusion
(158,009 mi);
Gravely ZT X-52 Zero
Turn Mower (77.9 hrs
&amp; Kawasaki
23.0 HP Motor); Ameri-
can Shuffleboard; Indus-
trial
sewing machines;
Upholstery material;
Cuckoo clocks;
Primitives; Household
furnishings; collectibles;
Tools;

Lincoln welder; fishing
box/tackle; air compres-
sors; and
so much more!
Robert “Bob” & Linda
Corn, Deceased
Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering
Laci Smitley —
AU10600051
260-729-2281 — Cell
Gary White —
AU19800069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located : 309 West
Main Street, Portland IN.
SEPTEMBER 16, 2023
10 a.m.
ANTIQUES - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS -
PRINTING EQUIPMENT
(17) Metal Printers
Tables on Wheels, 23"
X 29”; (7) Work Desks;
Carpenter Trunk, 68” X
34” Steeel Counter
Tops; (2)
Antique Photo Enlarg-
ers; Camera Bodies;
Photo Enlarging
Frames; FRANK KENY-
ON ORIGINAL PIC-
TURES;

(2) 8’ Wide by 10’ Tall 2
PC Glass Door Cabi-
nets;

Photos from the 1950’s
thru the early 2000’s,
55 Gallon Drum Racks;
TYPE SETS; Delicious
Candies Vending
Machine; 25 CENT
COCA COLA Machine;
and other items not list-
ed.
GRAPHIC PRINTING
COMPANY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU0O1031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112

Wendel’s

Carpets & Uphalstery Cleaning

\ Ven Schrader Dry
Foam C[cruu'ﬂg
A\

Green Seal
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

For Quick Dryir g
Residential &

Commercial

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

TURNING 632

Call me for all of your

Emanuel Schwartz Construction

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

BAIL BONDS

LCVTER CEVES

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Dave’s

Heating & Gooling
Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage

Medicare Supplements

Senior Life Insurance

260-418-9492

Local Agent
rpenrod@cgnaz.org

GABBARD FENCE

FARM ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL ¢ VINYL
“SINCE 1969"
rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Auts Sales & Senvice, Tuc.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-913%

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.

Main Street,Montpelier

IN Thursday Evening

SEPTEMBER 21, 2023
6:00 P.M.

203 ACRES IN HARRI-
SON TOWNSHI -
BLACKFORD COUNTY
INDIANA
TRACT 1 — 40 acres
located in Section 20 at
the corner of CR 300 E
and 500 N. There are
38.79 acres of mostly
level tillable land with
1.21 acres of roadway.
TRACT 2 - 67.54 acres
located in Section 32 on
CR 400 E. There are
30.97 acres of tillable
land along with 31.5
acres of Classified For-
est and balance in ditch
and
roadway.
TRACT 3 — 95.832
acres located in Section
29 with an address of
3402 N 400 E. There
are 62.32 acres of
slightly sloping tillable
land, 27.58 acres in
woods with the balance
in ditch and scrub.
This tract also has an
easement for a utility
tower.

For more information
please contact GARY
LOY, AUCTIONEER at
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, BROKER at (260)
726-2700.
BEULAH HISER TRUST
By Mike Landers and
Pam Hart, Trustees
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-
land, IN
Saturday Morning
September 23rd, 2023
9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
— OLD &amp; COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS
GE washer and dryer;
GE refrigerator; Lazy
Boy recliner; Smith
Bros 3 cushion sofa;
Sligh grandfather clock;
Coke ornaments; jugs;
milk
bottles; antlers; German
battery clock;
and many other items
not listed.
TRACTOR - TRUCK —
CAR — MOWER -

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Redkey Town Council is hold-
ing a Budget Meeting on
September 21st at 5:30 pm at
the Park Cabin
200 Mooney St., Redkey.

CR 9-16-2023 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice

Alcohol &

Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Jay County, Indiana will hold a
public hearing at 11:00 am on
September 26, 2023 at the Court
House, Auditorium, inthe city
of Portland in said county, to in-
vestigate the propriety of hold-
ing an alcoholic beverage per-
mit by the applicants listed
herein to wit:

RR3836612 Beer Wine &

Liquor - Restaurant (210) RE-

NEWAL

Johnson Family Smokehouse

& Brew, LLC 126 E. Com-

merce St. Dunkirk IN

D/B/A Glass Capital Grill
CR 9-16-2023- HSPAXLP

SCHWARTZ HOME

IMPROVEMENT LLC
All types of construction

' New Homes ~ Garages
v Additions v Post Frame Barns
Exterior
Finishing
+ Roofing
+ Siding
8 + Windows

Leave Message

Firewood available
765-509-1956 260-301-1805
SCHWARTZ

CONSTRUCTION

Pole Barns CALL TODAY

Roofing FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Siding

Garages (765) 227-9499

Custom Buildings Call 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

and only 209 hours,
2001 Chevrolet 1500
Z71 Extended Cab 4WD
Truck, 129,000 miles. A
CLEAN TRUCK; 2020
Impala LT car with V-6,
leather, and only 11,500
miles, Craftsman power
washer; Craftsman 10”
table saw; Craftsman 8”
drill press; Craftsman
16” scroll saw;
fishing poles; tackle
boxes; lures; pry bars;
rakes; hammers;
wrenches; nails; screws;
and other items not list-
ed.
MARY HELEN RIGBY,
DECEASED
and
CLARK FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY SEPTEM-
BER 30, 2023 TIME
10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 8256 W 550
N. Pennville, Indiana
MOBILE HOME — UTILI-
TY SHED
1983 Empire 14’x70’
mobile home with ton
axles and tires. To be
moved. Home is in good
condition. 10°’x12’ utility
shed. To be moved.
SUV — MOWER -
HOUSEHOLD 2012
Chevrolet Captiva SUV
with 46,200 miles.
Chairs, 6 gun cabinet,
720 Grasshopper mower
with 52” cut. Samsung
refrigerator with bottom
freezer, GE electric
range,

2 |-heaters, lighted Curio
cabinet, Hand painted
globe lamp, 2 glider
rockers, rocker recliner.
OWNER: DELORIS J
BROWN ESTATE/ LOW-
ELL BROWN
PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

260-726-5587
Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-
tos.

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 16, 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 3430 W ST
RD 67. PORTLAND, IN
ANTIQUES-COL-
LECTIBLES
3- Tokheim gas pumps,
large round porcelain
Gulf sign, Mobil gas
porcelain sign,
Mailpouch porcelain
thermometer/sign, Royal
Crown Cola sign, Broom
maker (from Portland),
motor oil cans, oil cans,
porcelain light shades,
pulleys, Ford Model T
door, windshield and
radiator, corn jobber,
trunks.
TRUCK — TRACTOR -
FARM EQUIPMENT —
MISC
1976 Dodge step side
little red express pickup
truck, Allis Chamers D17
series 3 tractor with
rear weights (parts),
large lot of riding and
push mowers for parts,
shop and industrial
equipment.
LARGE AUCTION: Sev-
eral items not men-
tioned.

LARRY STULTS
ESTATE/ DIANA
STULTS PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-
tos.

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES FOR SALE
Menchhofer Farms; 5679
Wabash Rd., Coldwater,
OH. 419-942-1502

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWWw.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

CR 9-16-2023

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located in the Womens Building and Farmers Building at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 E Votaw Street, Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

SEPTEMBER 23, 2023

9:30 AM.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS - OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS
GE washer and dryer; 4 pc. bedroom suite; GE chest type freezer; leather
recliner; table with 4 chairs; Breakfront cabinet; Golden lift chair; 2 pc. bedroom
suit; glider rocker; drop leaf table; Lazy Boy recliner; Smith Bros 3 cushion
sofa; Sligh grandfather clock; Hot Point washer and dryer; floor lamp; Eden Pure
Heater with remote; LG TV; RCA VCR; lighted china cabinet; knee hole desk
and chair; cookware; baking dishes; Pyrex; cannister set; ceramic Christmas tree;
Johann Bavarian set of dishes; Corelle; slow cooker; Memorex radio; flatware;
Shark sweeper; pictures; jewelry; oil lamps; wood rocker; bedding; parlor type
floor lamp; Portland Forge anvils; pressure canner; strainer; Big Red wagon;
wood bookshelf; file cabinet; Huffy bicycles; folding table; lawn chairs; Eden
Pure Heater; card table; West Bend stainless buffet server; McCoy cookie jars;
small scales; small round table with 2 kids chairs; library table; marble top stand;
roll top desk; 4 drawer dresser; cedar chest; armoire; stands; wall clocks; chairs;
hump back trunk; flip top desk with chair; knives; sofa table; glass canoe; rolling
pins; jewelry boxes; Coke ornaments; Konica 35mm camera with lenses; Canon
Jazz VCR; number stamp set; jugs; milk bottles; antlers; pickle jar; marbles; (2)
Big Boy plastic banks; tooth pick holders; Radio Shack 300 channel scanner;
BC and Gold Key comic books; watches; crocks; Mikasa dish set; bedding;
afghans; cook books; Showtime Rotisserie and BBQ; walkie talkies; Power air
fryer; bread machine; pressure cooker; lighted picture; pottery vases; pitchers;
comb case; Oak wall shelf; parlor lamps; cane bottom chair; nut crackers; white
button shelfs; mirrors; German battery clock; and many other items not listed.b
TRACTOR - TRUCK - CAR — MOWER - TOOLS

Kubota L3400 FWA diesel tractor with Kubota LA463 loader, 3 pt., and only
209 hours, Serial Number 84019; 2001 Chevrolet 1500 Z71 Extended Cab 4WD
Truck with power windows, power locks, 5.3 engine, leather seats, and 129,000
miles. A CLEAN TRUCK; 2020 Impala LT car with V-6, leather, and only
11,500 miles, VIN 2G11Z25S321.9104992; Cub Cadet LTX1050 24 hp riding
lawn mower with 50” deck and 211 hours; 4000 watt generator; Poulan “Wild
Thing” chain saw; Craftsman power washer; Craftsman 10” table saw; Craftsman
8” drill press; Craftsman 16” scroll saw; Craftsman % hp bench grinder; belt
sander; Craftsman 10” radial arm saw; B & D scroll saw; B & D 3/8” drill; 8
gallon shop vac; Milwaukee Sawzall; Craftsman circular saw; B & D belt sander;
Craftsman quick wrenches; drill bits; chain saw sharpener; drill bit sharpener;
Craftsman airless sprayer; Craftsman router; come-along; wood planes;
hammers; screwdrivers; sockets; 2 hp portable generator; tree trimmer; floor
jack; 2 wheel cart; drop cords; gas cans; shovels; rakes; Craftsman 7 hp gas
power washer; Black and Decker battery weed eater; 14’ aluminum extension
ladder; step ladders; vise grips; levels; drill bits; oil cans; rachet straps; bottle
jacks; heavy extension cord; fishing poles; tackle boxes; lures; pry bars; rakes;
hammers; wrenches; nails; screws; and other items not listed.

MARY HELEN RIGBY, DECEASED
and CLARK FAMILY

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027

AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy AU 01031608 Aaron Loy AU11200112
Travis Theurer AU 11200131
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Effort, energy and intensity

Jay County dommates possesswn in 3-1 win over Braves

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

Every loose ball had a
player wearing red going
after it. Every Brave had
two red jerseys trapping
them when they got the
ball. Every play featured
multiple red jerseys hus-
tling.

The Jay County High
School boys soccer team
brought the intensity in its
3-1 win over the Bellmont
Braves on Thursday.

Jay County coach Bobby
Ruiz gave the guys a
pregame speech urging
them to bring a high level
of intensity and give it
their all while they are on
the field, regardless if they
are a starter playing all 80
minutes or coming off the
bench just to give someone
a break.

“I said, ‘If we play the
way we played (against
Richmond), with that inten-
sity, we can achieve,” Ruiz
said. ““If we put that togeth-
er, the way we know our
teammates with that inten-
sity we can achieve it. I
want you to come out with
intensity and we can do it.””

It was a message well
received.

Every player stepped out
onto the pitch with the
intensity Ruiz was asking
for, and it resulted in the
Patriots dominating the
first half.

Kaleb Coppock wanted to
save every shot that was
taken.

Gavin Young wanted to
stop every Bellmont for-
ward that attacked Jay
County’s side of the field.

Brayden Collins wanted
to blow up every play dur-
ing which the Braves tried
to get a through ball.

Alan Ortiz wanted to win
every 50/50 ball that the
goalies kicked into the mid-
field.

Dylan Marentez wanted
to keep possession of the
ball every time Bellmont
sent multiple defenders at
him.

Levi Muhlenkamp want-
ed to put pressure on the
Braves and steal the ball
away every time the defend-
ers tried to retreat and
regroup.

Many more players put
forth that level of effort as

well, and it resulted in a
10ps1ded match in which
the Patriots dominated
control of the ball while
Bellmont’s players and
coach got more and more
frustrated with each other.

“Honestly, we played
about as poorly as we pos-
sibly could have and it
showed,” Bellmont coach
Derek Trobeck said. “We
don't play the style of play
we played tonight. We
decided to divert to their
style of play and we won't
be successful (without)
playing our style again.”

While Ruiz was
impressed by the effort
from all of his players, the
play of Gavin Young stood
out to him.

Young was a key part to
a defense that only
allowed Bellmont to take
four shots on the goal and
kept the ball near the
Braves’ goal for most of
the match.

“We all support each
other, always coming back
to help when someone gets
turned around or some-
thing,” Young said. “It’s
all about working togeth-
eI‘_”

Marentes was Jay Coun-
ty’s offensive catalyst.
Every goal that was scored
came through him in some
way.

He delivered two perfect
passes for assists and
scored another goal him-
self.

Marentes scored his
goal just over 22 minutes
into the first half. As he
brought the ball up field,
Belmont sent a total of
five different defenders at
him, all of which he found
ways to dribble past to get
a clean look at the goal.
From there he took an
open shot that got past
goalie Parker Frietas for
the score to put the Patri-
ots up 2-1.

His first assist came less
than five minutes into the
game. With 35:53 in the
first half, Marentes lined
up for a corner kick. On
the kick, he found Muh-
lenkamp, who headed the
ball in to tie the game.

“I usually see Levi
(Muhlenkamp) and he’s
one of the best ones using
his head,” Marentes said.

~ The Commercial eview/Andrew BaI

JCHS junior Cayden Buckland (10) makes a move to cross up Bellmont's Jake Hackman
(9) as he dribbles upfield during the Patriots' 3-1 victory on Tuesday. Buckland took one shot at the
goal that Bellmont goalie Parker Frietas saved.

“When I see him, I try to
aim the ball at the very far
back where he usually is.
... 'm just natural to it
and I send it there.”

Ten minutes into the
second half, Marentes
delivered his second
assist. Marentes gained

control of the ball just
beyond the midfield line,
when he Kkicked it high
and forward to Aryan
Montes who ran it down to
send in the score for extra
insurance.

The only goal Jay Coun-
ty gave up was on a

Spikers remain undefeated

through ball as Andrew
James assisted Daniel
Vogel with 36:46 left in the
first half.

The mistake didn’t hurt
the Patriots too much, as
they soon found their con-
fidence and took control
of the game.

“l was expecting a
harder game, to be hon-
est,” Ruiz said. “When
we saw they weren’t as
hard as we thought, we
got confidence and were
able to move the ball
around. We knew it was
doable.”

Patriots netters

DELPHOS, OHIO — Indi-
ans coach Travis Guggen-
biller likes to take things
one game at a time.

This one game, the Indi-
ans picked up another win.

Fort Recovery High
School’s volleyball team
remains undefeated in 2023,
as they notched a 25-17, 25-
21, 22-25, 25-11 win against
the Midwest Athletic Con-
ference-foe St. John’s Blue-
jays.

Teigan Fortkamp was the
only Indian with double-
digit kills. She had 15 suc-
cessful attacks to go along
with seven digs and a block.

The closest to Fortkamp
were Mara Pearson and
Kennedy Muhlenkamp with
nine kills apiece and Saige
Leuthold with eight.

The group of hitters and
blockers also tallied eight
blocks, and 13 digs. Muh-
lenkamp also added two
aces and 14 assists.

Fort Recovery’s setter,
Kayla Heitkamp, led the
team in aces (five) and
assists (23). She also con-
tributed three kills and four
digs.

Cali Wendel led the defen-
sive effort with 12 digs
while assisting four
attacks.

FRHS
roundup

Boys win MAC match

CELINA, Ohio — The Fort
Recovery boys golf team
won their final MAC-match
of the season, topping the
New Bremen at Mercer
County Elks Golf Club on
Thursday.

Reece LeFevre returned to
form as he earned match
medalist honors with a 42.
LeFevre’s highlight came on
hole No. 1 when he shot a
birdie on the par-5. He also
shot three pars and three
bogeys.

New Bremen’s best score
came from James Nelson
who only managed a 48.

Eli Lennartz pulled out a
44 for the second-best score
for the Indians (6-6, 5-4
MAC).

He also shot a birdie, his
on the par-4 third hole. He
had five pars, but was held
back by hole No. 8 where he
had 11 strokes (one over
double par).

Nate Jutte was only one

stroke over Lennartz with a
45. While he only parred the
fourth, he only had one dou-
ble-bogey to average out
every hole as a bogey.

Keegan Muhlenkamp’s 48
was the final qualifying
score for Fort Recovery.

Matthew Romer (50) and
Alex Dues (54) did not affect
the team score.

Girls golf falls

Fort Recovery’s girls golf
team fell in its final MAC-
match of the season 202-211
to the New Bremen Cardi-
nals at Portland Golf Club
on Thursday.

Brynn Stammen shot the
low score for Fort Recovery
(7-6, 5-3 MAC). She shot for
par on the fourth, fifth and
ninth holes en route to a 49.

New Bremen’s Abbie Bur-
den was match medalist
with five-over par at 41.

Emma Will and Olivia
Knapke finished only one
stroke apart with 53 and 54
respectively.

Knapke shot the only par
between the two on the 290-
yard, par-4 fourth hole.

Ella Westgerdes rounded
out the team score with a 55.

Marissa Schoen’s 57 and
Eva Kahlig’s 59 did not
affect the team score.

are heating up

WINCHESTER — The Patriots
are building momentum.

With its sectional a week and a
half away, Jay County has
strung together four wins in a
TOW.

Jay County High School’s boys
tennis team earned a quick 5-0
victory over the Winchester
Golden Falcons on Thursday.

The Patriots (8-8, 1-1 Allen
County Athletic Conference)
dominated the singles positions.
Abraham Dirksen swept Cooper
Hummel in the No. 1 singles
match while Eli Dirksen han-
dled Foster Kratoska in the No. 2
singles 6-0, 6-0.

Winchester didn't have
enough players for a No. 3 sin-
gles match, resulting in an auto-
matic forfeit, giving Jay County
all three positions.

Isaac Miller and Luke Muh-
lenkamp received a little bit of
resistance from Rogan Auker
and Aiden Mendenhall in the
No. 2 doubles match, but figured
thmgs out to pull through 6-3, 6-

Sam Myers and Gage Sims did
just enough to take down Jayden
Beeson and Levi Hanes 6-4, 6-4 to
win the No. 1 doubles position.

The win pulls the Patriots to
.500 as they prepare to take on
Bellmont Monday before com-
peting to be ACAC co-champions
with South Adams Sept. 21.

Jay County
roundup

DeHoff scores

DECATUR — The Jay County
girls soccer team couldn’t hang
on in a 2-1 loss to the Bellmont
Braves on Thursday.

Morgan DeHoff scored the lone
goal for the Patriots (3-6-1, 2-3) in
the first half. Molly Muhlenkamp
found DeHoff with a long
through ball that she controlled
and beat the defender for the goal.

Jay County managed six shots
on Bellmont’s goal.

The score was DeHoff’s 10th of
the season, the most anyone on
the team.

Hannah Hawkins and Arabelle
Laurent scored for the Braves,
one in the first half and the other
in the second. Lilly Alberding
assisted both goals.

JCHS goalie Angel Clairday
finished with nine saves in the
contest.

Aixa Lopez went to work in the
midfield with 20 steals for Jay
County. The Patriots also got 17
steals from Muhlenkamp and 15
from DeHoff and Jayla Huel-
skamp.

Luck returns to football as high school coach

By ZACH MENTZ

cleveland.com
Tribune News Service

PALO ALTO, Calif. —
Former Indianapolis Colts
quarterback Andrew Luck
has returned to football,
but this time without the
helmet and pads.

Luck, 34, is serving as

an assistant coach at Palo
Alto High School in Cali-
fornia, located less than a
mile from Stanford Uni-
versity, where he starred
for the Cardinal from 2009
to 2011.

“It’s great to have some-
one of that caliber on your
staff,” Palo Alto Vikings

coach Dave DeGeronimo
told The Mercury News.
“The Kkids love it.”

Luck is coaching part-
time two days a week
while also  working
towards completing his
master’s degree at Stan-
ford’s Graduate School of
Education, per The Mercu-

ry News. The four-time
NFL Pro Bowler is listed
on the Vikings’ coaching
staff on MaxPreps.com.
Luck, the first overall
pick by the Colts in the
2012 NFL Draft, shocked
the football world when
he abruptly retired from
the NFL at age 29 just days

ahead of the 2019 season.
He spent seven seasons in
the NFL — all with the
Colts - including missing
the entire 2017 season due
to a shoulder injury. How-
ever, he returned in 2018 to
throw for 39 touchdowns
and 4,593 yards en route to
being named the NFL AP

Comeback Player of the
Year.

The former Colts quar-
terback finished his NFL
career with a 53-33 record
in 86 games played, throw-
ing for 23,671 yards on a
60.8% completion percent-
age, 171 touchdowns and
83 interceptions.
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Box score

Jay County Patriots
(3-2, 1-2 ACAC) vs.
Bluffton Tigers (5-0, 3-0 ACAC)

Bluffton 13 6 0 0 —19
JayCo. 0 7 0 0—7

First Quarter
B — Andrew Hunt 15 pass from
Braxton Betancourt (Yaroslav
Serdiuk kick), 7:32.
B —Tucker Jenkins 5 run (kick
failed), 1:11.

Second Quarter
B — Cooper Craig 2 run (run
failed), 9:37.
JC — Rhysin Blowers 3 pass
from Sean Bailey (A.J. Myers
kick), 13.1.

Third Quarter

No scoring

Fourth Quarter
No scoring

Team Statistics

B JC
Rushes - yds 37-207 29-48
Comp-Att-Int 7150 1131
Passing yds 55 35
Total Plays 52 42
Total Offense 262 83
Punt ret - yds 0-0 0-0

Kickoff ret - yds 2-27 3-33
Sacks - yds lost 0-O 2-14
Punts - yds 2-52 263
Ints - yds 1-14 0-0
Fumbles - lost  0-0 0-0
Penalties - yds 878 845

Individual Statistics
Rushing — Bluffton — Tucker
Jenkins 15-84, Cooper Craig 16-
83, Braxton Betancourt 4-45,
Andrew Hunt 1-0, AJ Streveler 1-
(-5). Jay County — Bryce Wenk 5-
28, A.J. Myers 18-26, Sean Bai-
ley 5-2, Justin DeHoff 1-(-8).
Passing — Bluffton — Braxton
Betancourt 7-15-0 55. Jay Coun-
ty — Sean Bailey 1-13-1 35.
Receiving — Bluffton — Andrew
Hunt 4-40, AJ Streveler 2-8,
Brody Lewis 1-7. Jay County —
Benson Ward 1-35.

Fight ...

Continued from page 12

“Ben Ramseyer has been a
three-year starter for us, made a
fantastic play on the ball, was
able to give us some momentum
right from the jump.”

The Tigers (5-0, 3-0 ACAC), who
won their first four games by an
average of 36.5 points, covered
the remaining 36 yards to the end
zone in nine plays, converting two
fourth downs in the process. The
second of those was on the touch-
down, as senior receiver Andrew
Hunt leapt over JCHS defensive
back Justin DeHoff to haul in a
15-yard scoring pass in the right
corner of the end zone from his
classmate Braxton Betancourt (7-
of-15 passing for 55 yards).

Jay County came up short on a
fourth-and-1 in Tiger territory on
its next drive, and the visitors
responded with an eight-play

scoring drive capped by a 5-yard
Tucker Jenkins run. And follow-
ing a Patriot three-and-out,
Bluffton needed just five plays for
Cooper Craig to score on a 2-yard
run for a 19-0 lead at the 9:37 mark
of the second quarter.

“It just happened so early,” said
Zgunda. “We can’t do that. We
can’t get in a hole like that.”

Jenkins totaled 84 yards on 15
carries while Craig finished with
83 yards on 16 carries.

The Patriots got on the board
with 13.1 seconds left in the first
half when Bailey rolled to his left,
stopped and found Rhysin Blow-
ers standing all alone in the end
zone.

Jay County had a big opportu-
nity in the third quarter when the
Tigers tried a fake punt from near
midfield. It looked as if Betan-
court would easily pick up the

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

first down, but sophomore Gar-
rett Bennett was not fooled and
made an open-field tackle to give
the Patriots the ball.

“It’s something I watched on
film all week,” said Bennett. “I
knew they were going to run it. I
mean, that’s not even my job on
that play. It was just a spur of the
moment thing.”

Jay County moved the ball
down to the 11-yard line, just 33
feet from a touchdown that would
have pulled it within one score.
But the home team did nothing
but move backward from that
point, with three consecutive
rushes going for negative yards
and a Bailey fade toward Ben
Crouch on fourth down falling
incomplete.

After another Patriot fourth-
down try failed midway through
the final period, Bluffton was

Ben Crouch of Jay County
leaps to try to make a catch
against Hutch Craighead of
Bluffton on a fourth-down play
during the second half Friday.
The Patriots were only able to
complete one pass and totaled
only 83 yards of offense as
they slipped to 3-2 overall and
1-2 in the Allen County Athletic
Conference.

able to string together some runs
to burn the clock and eventually
went into victory formation from
the 2-yard line in the final
minute.

“This was a grind tonight,”
said Kunkel. “We knew it was
going to be a grind coming in.”

“We started the game great. But
credit to Jay County. ... They
made a couple adjustments. One
or two plays got us off rhythm
and we had a hard time getting it
back.”

The Patriots struggled to get
much going offensively, with
eight runs going for negative
yardage and 11 of their 13 passing
attempts falling incomplete.

“Defensive line wise, they were
pretty stout,” said Zgunda.
“When that is the case, it’s just
difficult, whether it’s the passing
game or running game.”

Sports on tap

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls golf Sectional at
Crestview Golf Club - 9 a.m.; Cross
country Yorktown Jim Leffler Invite — 10
a.m.; Boys soccer at Woodlan — 10 a.m.;
Girls soccer at Woodlan — 12 p.m.; Jun-
jor High coed tennis at Hagerstown — 9
a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf Nate
Niekamp at Mercer County Elks — 9 a.m.;
Football at Delphos St. John — 1:30 p.m.-
; Cross Country Troy Twilight at Troy — 9
a.m.; Middle school volleyball vs. Anso-
nia — 10 a.m.

Monday

Jay County — Boys tennis vs. Bell-
mont — 5 p.m.; Boys soccer vs. Her
itage — 6 p.m.; Volleyball vs. Blackford —
6 p.m.; JV football at Bluffton — 6 p.m.;
JV volleyball vs. Blackford — 6 p.m.; JV
boys soccer vs. Heritage — 7 p.m.; Junior
High volleyball vs. Delta — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at Fort
Loramie at Arrowhead — 4 p.m.; Boys golf
at Celina — 4:30 p.m.; Volleyball at
Crestview — 5:30 p.m.; JV football vs.
Delphos St. John's — 5:30 p.m.; JV vol-
leyball at Crestview — 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Jay County — Girls soccer at Delta —
5 p.m.; Volleyball at South Adams - 6
p.m.; JV boys soccer vs. Daleville - 5:30
p.m.; JV volleyball at South Adams — 6
p.m.; Junior High cross country vs.
Muncie Southside - 5:30 p.m.; Junior
High football at South Adams - 5:30
p.m.; Junior High volleyball at South
Adams - 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf vs. Sidney
Lehman - 4:30 p.m.; Volleyball vs. Cold-
water — 5:30 p.m.; JV volleyball vs. Cold-
water — 5:30 p.m.; Middle school volley-
ball at Coldwater — 5 p.m.

Thursday, September 21

Jay County — Girls soccer vs. York-
town - 5 p.m.; Boys tennis at South
Adams — 5 p.m.; Volleyball vs. Wes-Del —
6 p.m.; Junior High cross country at Mon-
roe Central — 5 p.m.; Junior High volley-
ball vs. Union City — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at MAC
Championship at Mercer County Elks — 1
p.m.; Volleyball at Marion Local — 5:30
p.m.; Middle school football at New Bre-
men — 5 p.m.; Middle school volleyball
vs. Marion Local — 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today
5:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore

Grand Prix (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Penn State
at lllinois (FOX)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: LSU at
Mississippi State (ESPN)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Florida
State at Boston College (ABC)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Louisville
at Indiana (BTN)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: Wake For-
est at Old Dominion (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — NCAA Football: North
Dakota at Boise State (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: South
Carolina at Georgia (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Western
Michigan at lowa (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Min-
nesota at North Carolina (ESPN)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Alabama
at South Florida (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Oklaho-
ma at Tulsa (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — NCAA Football: Western
Kentucky at Ohio State (FOX)

7 p.m. — NCAA Football: Tennessee
at Florida (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NCAA Football: Northern Illi-
nois at Nebraska (FS1)

7 p.m. — NCAA Football: BYU at
Arkansas (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Bowling
Green at Michigan (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Syracuse
at Purdue (NBC)

7:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Pitt at
West Virginia (ABC)

8 p.m. — NCAA Football: TCU at Hous-
ton (FOX)

10 p.m. — NCAA Football: Colorado
State at Colorado (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — NCAA Football: Fresno
State at Arizona State (FS1)

Sunday

8 a.m. — Formula 1: Singapore Grand
Prix (ESPN)

9 a.m. — Premier League: Chelsea at
AFC Bournemouth (USA)

11:30 a.m. — Premier League: Arsenal
at Everton (USA)

1 p.m. — NFL: Indianapolis Colts at
Houston Texans (FOX)

1 p.m. — NFL: Baltimore Ravens at
Cincinnati Bengals (CBS)

1 p.m. — IMSA SportsCar Champi-
onship: Battle on the Bricks (NBC)

1 p.m. — WNBA: Minnesota Lynx at
Connecticut Sun (ESPN)

1:30 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
New York Mets (Bally Indiana)

2 p.m. — NCAA volleyball: Oregon at
Marquette (FS1)

3 p.m. — NCAA volleyball: Wisconsin at
Florida (ESPN)

3 p.m. — WNBA: Chicago Sky at Las
Vegas Aces (ABC)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: New York Jets at Dal-
las Cowboys (CBS)

7 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Ari-
zona Diamondbacks (ESPN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Miami Dolphins at
New England Patriots (NBC)

Monday
6:30 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)
7:15 p.m. — NFL: New Orleans Saints
at Carolina Panthers (ESPN)
8:15 p.m. — NFL: Cleveland Browns at
Pittsburgh Steelers (ABC)

Tuesday
6 p.m. — NCAA mens soccer: Mary-
land at Penn State (BTN)
6:30 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins at
Cincinnati Reds (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — WNBA: Washington Mystics
at New York Liberty (ESPN)

9 p.m. — WNBA: Atlanta Dream at
Dallas Wings (ESPN)

Wednesday

12:35 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Minnesota Twins at Cincinnati Reds
(Bally Indiana)

3 p.m. — Soccer: Leicester City at
Norwich City (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women'’s college volleyball:
Rutgers at Penn State (BTN)

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
New York Mets at Miami Marlins (FS1)

Local notes

Turkey Trot sign-up pen

Cooper Farms will be hosting its
16th annual Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov.
4 at the Cooper Farms Turkey
Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All
proceeds benefit EverHeart Hospice.

The Race will begin at 10 a.m.
There will be splits at each mile of the
3.1-mile course. There will also be chip
timing for participants operated by
Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout
the race, as well as a to-go turkey meal
at the end.

You can register by visiting
http://bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or
registration will open at 9 a.m. at
Cooper Farms on the day of the race.

Hunt applications available

Hunters can apply for a variety of
reserved hunts by visiting
on.IN.gov/reservedhunt.

Applications for the following hunts
can only be applied for online. They
include waterfowl and deer hunts in fish
and wildlife areas, deer hunts on state
park property, November game bird area
hunts, Indiana private land access
hunts, and December game bird area
hunts.

Applications are due Sept. 24 by
11:59 p.m.

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Speeds up to
100 Mbps with

Home Internet

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

EarthLink Wireless

) EarthLink’

to being me.

At Indiana Spine Group, we take a patient-centered
care approach,providing individualized treatment and
attention to your specific needs. Our providers have
received extensive training in the latest and most
effective techniques to diagnose and deliver the best
possible outcome for our patients. We are with you
every step of the way to ensure that you receive the
highest level of care throughout your journey.

We are determined to

+ Treatment of acute and chronic back and neck pain

+ Management of simple and complex spine problems

+ Minimally invasive to complex spine surgery

* Non-operative therapeutic and diagnostic techniques

+ Experienced, Board-certified, and Fellowship-trained physicians

Find out more at IndianaSpineGroup.com or call:
Non-Operative Spine Care: (765) 283-0150
Spine Surgery: (317) 428-5027

West Woodway Drive, Muncic
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JC soccer teams play
doubleheader today,
see Sports on tap
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Fight falls short

JCHS unable to rally against No. 4 Tigers

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Playing against an undefeated,
state-ranked conference rival for
the second week in a row, the
Patriots fought.

Even down 19 points less than
three minutes into the second
quarter, they fought.

They fought to within 11 yards
of a one-score game in the second
half.

But they simply made too
many mistakes to overcome a
team having its best season in
more than four decades.

The Jay County High School
football team fell behind big early,
scored in the final 15 seconds of
the opening half and then stale-
mated with the Class 2A No. 5
Bluffton Tigers in a 19-7 home-
coming loss Friday.

“They’re good,” said JCHS
coach Grant Zgunda. The Tigers
are 50 for the first time since
1982. “And we made, me included,
a lot of mental mistakes offen-
sively in the first half. ...

“If we can just correct some of
those breakdowns ... I think our
physicality is there. Our fight’s
there.”

After a strong start against
Class 1A No. 2 Adams Central last
week before fading to a 42-7 loss,
the Patriots (3-2, 1-2 Allen County
Athletic Conference) had a rough
start to their homecoming game.
They tried to go deep down the
left side on the opening play of
the game, only to have Bluffton’s
Ben Ramseyer snag JCHS quar-
terback Sean Bailey’s pass for
interception that he returned 14
yards.

“When they get the ball to start,
you’re just hoping to get a stop so
you can get the offense on the
field quick,” said Bluffton coach
Brent Kunkel.

See Fight page 11

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School’s Lucas Strait (13) and Justin DeHoff (3) defend against Hunter Wenger of Bluffton on a
second-half pass Friday night. The Patriots were able to limit the Class 2A No. 4 Tigers in the passing game, but couldn’t
overcome a rough start on the way to a 19-7 homecoming defeat.

You Want The Best For Your Pet

So Do We.

We are committed to
providing your pet
with the highest level
of quality care. Have
your pet checked
regularly!

Quality Veterinary Care

Internal Medicine
Preventive Care
Vaccines | Surgery
Spay & Neuter
Dermatology
Microchipping
Flea Control | Dentistry
Laser Therapy
Geriatric Care
Behavior Consulting

Boarding & Grooming

Thank you for your continued support.
We appreciate your business!

Call for Appointment
Hours: Mon-Thurs. 8-6 p.m. Friday 8-5 p.m.
Call for Saturday Hours

Portland Veterinary Clinic

1407 Votaw St. e Portland e 260-726-7370
Christian Bader DVM

MusicWorks GFTED

at Jay County Campus and ?_'-—.‘3 —
Blackford County Arts Center N\ anaes|

Take lessons from our many
talented instructors:

Register by
September 29th, 2023

Joey Bailey Beginner | Margaret Hammond Ann Clamme-Monroe
sax, flute, piano, organ Piano Piano

David Blakely Andy Kern Amy Day Clatinge, fas.

String Instruments b Bari 1
3 rombone, Baritone, Mallet
Kathryn Fenstermacher YJan Rittenhouse Percission Basic Share

Harp

Join the Eastern Breeze
Flute Ensmeble!

» Mondays, 6-7

o At Jay County Campus

Pete Vogler .
Voice Woodwinds, Percussion

Amelia Freeman

Join the Guitar or Piano lab at either
location!

Blackford County Arts Center:
765-348-4154, bcac@myartsplace.org
Jay County Campus of Arts Place:
260-726-4809, jcc@myartsplace.org
**Piano lab: Students in 2nd-4th grade,
beginner group lessons once a week
**Guitar lab: Students in 4th-6th grade,
beginner group lessons once a week

ArtWorks

Jay County Campus:
*Qil Painting *Intermediate Wheel

*To view all
classes and
events:
Please visit
myartsplace.org

*Surface Decoration Throwing
*After School Painting  *Basic Hand Building
*Hand Building Basics *Toddler Art Register
*Beginners Wheel *Stamped Metal with this
Throwing Keychains QRC code:
*Home School Art *Macrame Bracelets
*Halloween Cookies & *Crochet Dishcloth
Canvas *Thanksgiving Adult
*Yarn Snowflake Craft Night
*Christmas Cookies &
Canvas

Blackford County Arts Center:
*Dry Acrylic Transfer

*Joyful Discoveries

Workshop *Landscape Painting
*Creative Writing *Make a Suncatcher
Workshop *Phone-Friendly

*Watercolor Class

*Alcohol Inks for
Beginners

These programs are sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts,
The Indiana Arts Commission, The Randolph County Community

Foundation, The Portland Foundation, the Blackford County Community

Foundation, Dennis & Marianne Horn, the Shoemaker Charitable Gift
Fund, and WPGW Radio.

Photography
*Homeschool Art Club




