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Eva Miller, 95, Portland
Judith Milligan, Berne
Larry Grube, 77, Coldwa-

ter
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  79 degrees Sunday.
The low was 48.

Showers are expected
tonight with thunderstorms
possible and a low in the upper
50s. Rain is expected Wednes-
day with a high in the lower
70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Board of  Health
will hold its regular meeting
at 7 a.m. Wednesday at the
health department office, 504
W. Arch St., Portland.

Jay School Board has called
a special meeting for 7 a.m.
Thursday at General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Portland.
The agenda includes hiring a
new transportation director.

Wednesday — Coverage
of  this week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS boys soccer team’s
game against Blackford.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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County officers may be
getting new weapons.

Jay County Commis-
sioners approved a
$15,015.66 trade-in pur-
chase for guns from
Kiesler Police Supply of
Jeffersonville during their
meeting Monday.

The decision moves next
to Jay County Council,
which meets for a public
hearing on the county’s
budget Wednesday and has
its next regular meeting
Oct. 11.

Ben Schwartz, chief
deputy at Jay County Sher-

iff ’s Office, explained offi-
cers currently utilize .40-
caliber Glock 22 guns pur-
chased while former sher-
iff Dwane Ford was in
office. Schwartz said Sher-
iff Ray Newton would like
to shift back to 9 millime-
ter guns, which were used
previously.

“The ammunition is way
more readily available for 9
(millimeter); .40-caliber is
kind of  a dying breed,
unfortunately,” said
Schwartz. “It’s harder to
find .40-caliber than it is
for us to find 9 (millimeter
ammunition).”

The department will
trade in 41 of  the current
Glock 22 guns for about 50
of  the Glock 17 pistols.
According to its website,
the semi-automatic Glock
service pistol was created
in the early 1980s to fit the
Austrian military’s needs.
More than 65% of  federal,
state and local United
States agencies issue
Glock pistols.

See Gun page 2

Commissioners
OK gun buy for
sheriff’s office
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Learning about the past
Former Jay School Corporation teacher Jodi McKee shows visitors to the Heritage

Festival a quill and inkwell set Sunday afternoon. The annual festival at Jay County Historical
Museum featured music, food, historical reenactments and a variety of other activities.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Runs for Portland Fire
Department were fairly
stable at the close of  the
last decade.

They went down signifi-
cantly during the two
years most effect by the
coronavirus pandemic.

Now, they are climbing.
Portland Fire Depart-

ment had a busy first six
months of  2023 in terms of
fire runs and is on pace for
more than 1,100 total runs
this year.

If  the increases contin-
ue, it could lead to a need
to add to the department
down the road.

“We’re getting to the
point, if  we continue to see
the increase of  runs like
we have … more staffing is
probably going to be
inevitable,” said Portland
Fire Chief  Mike Weitzel.
“When you’re running 12
runs a day like we did
(Aug. 28), that puts stress
on the guys for sure.”

See Runs page 2

PFD runs have
been on the rise

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

With federal pandemic relief
funds nearing expiration,
Hoosier schools still have about
$1 billion up for grabs.

The money still to be claimed
is part of  the more than $2.8 bil-
lion made available to Indiana
schools through temporary feder-
al funding, according to the Indi-
ana Department of  Education
(IDOE).

Approved by Congress in 2020
and 2021, the Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency
Relief  (ESSER) and Governor’s
Emergency Education Relief
(GEER) programs are supposed
to help schools districts manage
financial hardships and make up
for educational disruptions
spurred by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Some ESSER funds expired
last year. Of  that, Indiana schools
claimed $203 million, equal to
about 99% of  their available
share, according to state data.

Another round of  funds are set
to expire this week. Hoosier
schools have so far claimed 87%
of  those ESSER dollars, with
around $106 million still remain-
ing. IDOE officials said some
applications have already been
submitted and are still being
processed, while other schools
are continuing to apply for
funds.

Schools must spend — or com-
mit to spend — whatever other

dollars they qualify for by the
end of  September 2024 — or one
year’s time. Any money left
unspent is returned to the federal
government.

Since 2021, more than $1.8 bil-
lion of  Indiana’s overall pandem-
ic relief  share has been issued
out to school districts around the
state.

Indiana’s education depart-
ment manages the lump sum and
is in charge of  reimbursing K-12
school districts for qualified
expenses.

Under federal requirements,
ESSER dollars were distributed
based on districts’ most recent
Title I allocations — which
meant schools with high num-
bers or high percentages of  chil-
dren from low-income families
were prioritized. School systems
with greater numbers of  chil-
dren from low-income families
received more money.

The aid has few restrictions,
meaning districts can decide how
to use the dollars.

Funds unclaimed
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Homecoming performance
Kendall Ranly plays the flute while performing with the Fort Recovery High

School marching band prior to Friday’s homecoming game against the New Bremen
Cardinals. The Indians will be back at home this week to take on Division VII No.
1 Marion Local.

Department
is on pace for

1,125 calls
this year

Schools still
have significant
ESSER dollars

available

New Glocks
will require

council
approval



Continued from page 1
Answering a question

from commissioner Brian
McGalliard, Schwartz
noted the weapons they
currently use are about
seven or eight years old.

Commissioners OK’d
purchasing the guns from
Kiesler Police Supply. The
cost will come out of  the
sheriff ’s budget.

Also Monday, McGalliard
noted the county’s capital
improvement plan will be
ready to approve at the next
commissioner’s meeting
Oct. 9. 

Commissioners rescind-
ed their former plan Sept.
11 and re-approved it as a
capital improvement proj-
ect list. There are currently
seven projects on the “wish
list,” which in total comes
to more $5.3 million.

Plans are to create a
more in-depth plan similar
to Jay County Development
Corporation’s five-year eco-
nomic development income
tax (EDIT) capital improve-
ment plan, which commis-
sioners rescinded in Febru-
ary. It would include up-to-
date dollar amounts based
on recent state estimates,
state code, specific projects
and copies of  separate capi-

tal improvement plans cre-
ated by Jay County munici-
palities. (Updates to those
plans would be subject to
each respective municipali-
ty.)

Commissioners also
noted they should consider
approving the county’s
agreement with Jay County
Humane Society on Oct. 9.
County attorney Wes
Schemenaur said he would
connect with Jay County
Humane Society to work
out a few details in the con-

tract before commissioners
approve it. The organiza-
tion has requested $66,325
to provide animal control
services to the county in
2024. 

Jay County Humane
Society has been renovat-
ing the former Fastenal

building along Indiana 67
on the west side of  Port-
land. Construction should
be finished sometime next
month.

••••••••
For additional commis-

sioners news, see Wednes-
day’s newspaper.
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Wednesday
Grube, Larry: 10:30 a.m., St.

Peter Catholic Church, 1477
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery.

Milligan, Judith: noon, Swiss
Village auditoriam, 1350 W. Main
St., Berne.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Eva Miller
May 20, 1928-Sept. 20, 2023

Eva Nadine Miller, age 95, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away on
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2023, at Willow-
bend Health in Muncie. 

Nadine was born on May 20, 1928,
in Portland, Indiana, the daughter of
Clarence and Letha (Lee) Oehler.
After her mother’s
passing, Clarence mar-
ried Dorthea (Stroble)
who helped raise
Nadine as a child. She
graduated from Port-
land High School and
worked as a secretary
for the Jay School Cor-
poration for many
years. She was a mem-
ber of  the Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Bryant.

Nadine married Jimmy Miller on
Dec. 15, 1946, and he passed away on
May 30, 2015. 

Survivors include:
Her children — Gary Miller (wife:

Sandy), Union City, Indiana; Tod
Miller (wife: Reda), Portland, Indi-
ana; Nick Miller (wife: Kathleen),
Fort Collins, Colorado; and Debra
Cravener (husband: Terry), Ocoee,
Florida 

Seven grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and two great-great-
grandchildren

She was preceded in death by a sis-
ter, Marjorie Thompson. 

A memorial services will be held at
a later date. 

Arrangements entrusted to
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamosnspencer.com. 

Judith Milligan
Judith Elaine Milligan, loving wife,

mother, and teacher, passed away in
Berne on Sept. 22 after a battle with
cancer. A longtime resident of  Port-
land, Judy was 84.

Judy leaves behind her husband of
64 years, Doug; her son David (wife:
Dawn) of  rural Port-
land; and daughter
Barbara of  Cape Cod,
Massachusetts; along
with her grandchil-
dren Shyla Houser,
Chancellor Milligan,
Patrick and Michael
Ryan, and AJ and
Samantha Pettyjohn;
and nine great-grand-
children. She leaves behind a sister,
Phyllis, of  Fort Wayne.

Her brother Bob predeceased her.
Born in Bryant in 1939, Judy was

the youngest daughter of  Albert and
Vera (Shoemaker) LeFavour. Living

in the Westchester area of  Jay Coun-
ty, Judy attended Bryant High School
and graduated from Portland High
School in 1957. She went on to study
business at International Business
College before beginning her family.

In her early career, Judy worked for
Mutual Security, G.C. Murphy and
Portland Forge. She also served as a
tax accountant for Takats Insurance
Agency.

In 1970, Judy returned to college to
earn a degree in elementary educa-
tion at Ball State where she later also
earned her master’s degree. For 20
years, Judy taught fourth and fifth
grade in the Portland elementary
schools — East Elementary, Judge
Haynes and General Shanks. After
retiring from the Jay County school
system, she taught briefly for South
Adams Schools. Judy was a loving
and caring teacher to hundreds of
school children who remember her
fondly. Always going the extra mile,
Judy ensured that her students had
food to eat and books to read, warm
hats, mittens and coats, and even
bought Christmas presents for those
who might not otherwise receive any-
thing.

Serving alongside her husband
Doug, Judy supported and volun-
teered for many local community
organizations including Jay County
High School Band Boosters, the First
Presbyterian Church, the Jay County
Fair Board, for which she served as
secretary, and the board of  directors
of  Arts Place. For many years, she
was also the secretary of  the Jay
County Public Library Board of
Directors and later served as secre-
tary of  the Geneva Library Board of
Directors. She was a member of
AAUW, Tri Kappa, BPW and Beta
Sigma Phi among many other com-
munity groups.

Judy and Doug retired to Rainbow
Lake in the 1990s and later moved to
Swiss Village.

A celebration of  life will be on
Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2023, at noon in
the Swiss Village auditorium with
Pastor Daython Foust presiding. Visi-
tation will be from 10 a.m. till noon
prior to the services. Private burial
will be in Green Park Cemetery in
Portland. 

Memorials can be made to Swiss
Village or First Missionary Church
in Berne.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home in
Portland is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Larry Grube
Aug. 5, 1946-Sept. 23, 2023

Larry Lee Grube, 77, of  Coldwater,
Ohio, passed away peacefully at his
home on Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023.

He was born on Aug.
5, 1946, in Celina, Ohio,
to the late Edward and
Mary Agnes
(Brunswick) Grube.

Larry is survived by
his wife of  50 years,
Theresa (Kahlig)
Grube, whom he mar-
ried on July 27, 1973;
his son, Charles (Karen) Grube of
Fort Recovery; his grandchildren,
Ray, Claire and Josh Grube; his sib-
lings, Lavern (Barb) Grube of  Fort
Recovery, Mark (Donna) Grube of  St.
Marys, Ohio, Mike (Vicki) Grube of
Fort Recovery and Allen (Jean)
Grube of  Fort Recovery; his in-laws,
Dick Huelsman, Joe (Ruth) Kahlig,
Bernice Tittle, Kate (Roger) Sudhoff,
Rita (Mike) Knapschaefer, Lucy
(Chuck) Staugler, John (Diane)
Kahlig, Mary (Tim) Heinrichs, Jim
(Sue) Kahlig, Margie (Gary) Wendel,
Bets (Bob) Gillis, and Tom Kahlig;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, Larry
was preceded in death by his son,
Jerry Lee Grube, and his infant
daughter, Sarah Jane Grube; his
father-in-law and mother-in-law, Ray
and Irene (Westgerdes) Kahlig; and
his sister-in-law, Barb Huelsman.

Larry worked for Schmitt’s Fur
Farm for 17 years before he joined
J&M Manufacturing, where he
retired after 35 years. He was a mem-
ber of  the Sons of  the American
Legion, St. Peter Catholic Church and
the Men’s Sodality. Larry enjoyed
spending time with his family and
friends and helping Charlie on the
farm. He also enjoyed going to North
End for the morning coffee group.

A Mass of  Christian Burial will be
held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept.
27, 2023, at St. Peter Catholic Church
with Father Alexander Witt celebrat-
ing. Burial will follow in the church
cemetery.

Guests may visit with Larry’s fam-
ily on Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2023, from 3
until 7 p.m. and again on Wednesday
from 9 to 9:45 a.m. at Brockman
Boeckman Funeral Home, Fort
Recovery.

Memorial contributions may be
given to EverHeart Hospice, 1350 N.
Broadway St., Greenville, OH 45331.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
As he spoke earlier this

month, the department was
already on its fourth run of  the
day. It was 9 a.m.

“I think this is across the
board too,” he added. “Talking to
the other chiefs in the county,
everybody’s runs have
increased.”

In 2017, ’18 and ’19, Portland
Fire Department hovered
between 900 and 975 runs. That
was already a massive increase
since the about 500 runs per year
that were typically when Weitzel
joined the department 15 years
ago. The number dipped into the
700s in 2020 and 2021 during the
height of  the coronavirus pan-

demic, but have since jumped
again.

Portland Fire Department had
1,098 runs in 2022. Through the
first eight months of  2023, the
number was already at 750 — on
pace for 1,125.

“It’s definitely increased a
great deal,” Weitzel said.

The department has seen more
fire activity — 17 runs through
August puts it on pace for 25,
three more than the five-year
high — and a greater volume of
calls overall. It has already made
more smoke/odor investigation
and service call runs than it did a
year ago. It is on pace to surpass
2022 figures in most categories.

Portland Fire Department is

most frequently called out for
medical runs, with 531 through
the first eight months of  the year.
(No other category of  runs
totaled more than 65.) It is on pace
for nearly 800 such runs this year,
which would surpass 2022’s 773.

“Our fire runs are actually a
very low percentage of  our
calls,” said Weitzel. (Through
August, they amounted to just
over 2.25% of  runs this year.)
“Our medic runs are our highest
percentage. The last couple of
years, they’ve been in the 70%
range.”

Following medical runs on the
list this year are false calls/fire
alarms (63) and motor vehicle
accidents (44).

The bulk of  the runs are in
Portland (69.9%) and Wayne
Township (16.9%), with the
remainder coming through fire
protection agreements with
Greene, Pike and Jefferson
Townships or mutual aid for
other departments as needed.

Though fire runs are a lower
percentage of  the overall work-
load, they are among the most
preventable. Weitzel said that he
has seen an increase in fires
that are a result of  controlled
burns getting out of  hand. He
noted that controlled burns
should not be started in dry,
windy conditions, should be
kept to less than 10 feet wide and
10 feet high and should not con-

tinue after dark. He added that
all controlled burns should be
called into the fire department
in advance.

If  a fire does occur, from con-
trolled burns or otherwise …

“The biggest thing, obviously,
is life safety,” said Weitzel. “Get
yourself  and other family mem-
bers out, and stay out. Call us.
That’s what we’re here for.”

Once firefighters arrive on
scene, any information — where
the fire started, how it started,
who or what is still in the home
that needs to be saved — will be
helpful.

“That gives us a better indica-
tion of  where to start at,”
Weitzel said.

Runs ...

Obituaries

Miller

Milligan

Grube

Gun ...

Wednesday
7 a.m. — Jay County

Board of  Health, health
department, 504 W.
Arch St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council public hear-
ing, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Park Board, city build-
ing 131 S. Main St.

Thursday
7 a.m. — Jay School

Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.42
Oct. corn .................5.27
Wheat ......................4.81

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.37
Oct. corn ..................5.22
Oct./Nov. corn .........4.62

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.52
Jan. corn ..................4.77
Beans ......................12.43

Dec. beans ..............12.85
Wheat ...................... 5.01

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.77
Oct. corn ..................4.47
Beans ......................12.52
Oct. beans ..............12.49
Wheat ......................5.45

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.62
Oct. corn ..................4.32
Beans ......................12.52
Sept. beans ............12.37
Wheat ......................5.01

In 1580, Francis
Drake, an English admi-
ral, arrived back at Ply-
mouth Harbour, Eng-
land, to complete his cir-
cumnavigation of  the
world.

In 1774, John Chap-
man, known as “Johnny
Appleseed,” was born in
Leominster, Massachu-
setts. He earned the nick-
name for planting nurs-
eries and individual
apple trees across 100,000
square miles of  wilder-
ness and prairie in the
Midwest. Chapman
owned land in Fort
Wayne where he planted
a nursery that produced
thousands of  apple trees.

In 1888, poet T.S. Eliot
was born Thomas
Stearns Eliot in St. Louis
Missouri. He won the
Nobel Prize for literature
in 1948 and was famous
for works including “The
Waste Land” in 1922 and
“Four Quartets” in 1943.

In 1960, the first of  a

series of  televised
debates between Republi-
can Vice President
Richard Nixon and Dem-
ocratic Sen. John F.
Kennedy was held. It was
seen by at least 85 million
viewers.

In 1962, the TV series
“The Beverly Hillbillies”
made its debut on CBS.

In 2013, the Jay County
High School girls soccer
team tied the Yorktown
Tigers 2-2. Yorktown had
defeated the Patriots in
each of  the previous two
sectional championship
games, but JCHS would
go on to top the Tigers 1-0
for its first sectional
championship a few
weeks later.

In 2022, Jay County
Commissioners
approved moving for-
ward with MakeMy-
Move, an initiative that
offers financial incen-
tives to attract residents
who work remotely.

—The CR

CR almanac

72/56 73/55 74/53 76/51 77/53
There’s a

70% chance
of showers
Wednesday
with thunder-
storms also
possible.

Another
day of sun on
Sunday, bring-
ing out warm
temperatures
in the upper
70s.

Sunny
skies are
expected. The
high will be in
the mid to
upper 70s.

Another
chance (40%)
of rain Thurs-
day, when the
high will be in
the low 70s.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly sunny
skies with a
low in the low
to mid 50s at
night.

Wednesday
9/27

Thursday
9/28

Friday
9/29

Saturday
9/30

Sunday
10/1

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$785 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$230 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-5-9
Daily Four: 2-7-3-5
Evening
Daily Three: 3-9-9
Daily Four: 3-1-4-3
Quick Draw: 5-11-12-

17-25-26-27-33-34-35-40-43-

56-59-60-64-69-73-74-80
Cash 5: 3-7-11-12-36
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-5-1
Pick 4: 4-7-6-4
Pick 5: 0-0-3-2-4
Evening
Pick 3: 8-3-6
Pick 4: 9-4-2-7-0
Pick 5: 8-9-7-6-0
Rolling Cash 5: 6-23-25-

31-37
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000



DEAR ABBY: My mother-in-
law is a heavy smoker. She lives
two hours away from us, so
when she visits, she likes to stay
for one or two nights. My hus-
band and I have a 3-year-old son,
and my MIL’s smoking is a huge
concern for me. 

Every two hours, she smokes
outside on our back patio. She
seems to think this is her right.
She closes the sliding glass door
behind her, but I can still smell

the smoke inside the entire
time. And, of  course, when she
comes back inside, the smell
permeates even more.

After her last visit, our home
smelled like an ashtray. My eyes
burned, and my son was also
rubbing his eyes. By the second
day, I’m seething each time she
ventures out to smoke. I have
asked her in the past to go down
the street away from our home,
but there’s always an excuse
why she can’t. (For example, she
doesn’t want to risk walking
down the incline of  the side-
walk for fear of  falling.) 

I don’t think it should be her
right to expose my child (or us)
to her harmful addiction. I need
advice on how to make clear
that if  she intends to visit our
home and son in the future,
smoking will not be permitted
anywhere. My husband thinks
we should just tolerate it while
she’s here. — FUMING IN THE
WEST

DEAR FUMING: As much
as I agree that smoking is

unhealthy and a social
turnoff, your husband is
right. His mother is severely
addicted to smoking if  she
can’t go more than two hours
without a “fix.” She is coop-
erating to the extent she can
with your house rules, so if
you want a relationship with
her (if  only so your child has
a chance to know his grand-
mother), I suggest you light-
en up.

Mother-in-law’s habit becomes too much

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7

p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday

in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792.

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL
SOCIETY OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLU-
TION — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 28, at
Jay County Historical
Museum. The program is
on revolutionary era wed-
ding attire. For more infor-
mation, call Kathy Selman
at (260) 251-1694 or Sue
Sommers at (260) 726-2678.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call

(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

LOCALS MARKET — Is
held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information,
contact The Flower Nook
at (260) 726-7166.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

What a beautiful week-
end. The skies were an
intense blue and sunny
both Saturday and Sun-
day. It was the perfect
temperature, not too hot
and not too chilly. The
breezes brought the sweet
scents of  autumn.
Chrysanthemums
bloomed in bright yellows
and rusty reds.

It was the perfect week-
end for the annual Her-
itage Festival in Port-
land, Indiana. It was held
at the Historical Muse-
um. There were various
activities for people to
try such as old fashioned
games and a set of  stilts
that very few could mas-
ter.

I was there on Saturday
when the national
anthem was played. Every
single person I saw
stopped whatever they
were doing to face the
flag. Most of  them held
their hands over their
hearts. A few quietly sang
along. I thought to myself,
this is what small-town
America is all about.

The festival offers a
place to sell various arts
and crafts. Even that is
second to the real attrac-

tion. After a hot summer
where people stayed in air
conditioned spaces as
much as possible, it was
the perfect place to recon-
nect with friends and
neighbors.

I saw people I hadn’t
seen in years. It was nice
to be able to catch up with
them without blocking
the aisle of  a store or feel-
ing like we should move
along and get out of  the
way. The conversation
was even more important
than whatever the ven-
dors were peddling.

The other attraction
was food. I opted for a
foot-long hot dog with
chili sauce. I tried to be
careful but a good bit of
the sauce ended up on my
jeans. I was told that the

sauce was an attempt to
reproduce the original
sauce from a recipe creat-
ed long ago. They seemed
to think that they were
close to matching the
original flavor and tex-
ture but they were not
quite there yet.

Original or not, it was
good in addition to being
messy. They had other
items on the menu such
as chili and cornbread,
but I prefer the messy hot
dog to the other choices. I
intended to go down to the
far end of  the displays for
some ice cream but never
made it.

It seemed to me that
even though the weather
was perfect, there weren’t
quite as many buyers as
usual. I did manage to sell

a small piece that was sup-
posed to be a parrot but
ended up being something
else. I have no idea what it
ended up being other than
being a small token to
remind its owner that
somewhere, somebody
loved her and was glad she
was still here.

I have a tiny blue polka
dotted hippopotamus that
lives in the bottom of  my
purse that serves the same
purpose. I have tried and
tried to reproduce it to no
avail.

The chrysanthemum
display was on the way out.
I was talking to the vendor
and said that I really want-
ed two pots of  flowers but
didn’t think I could carry
both pots to the car. He gra-
ciously offered to drop

them off  at my house. I
took him up on his offer.

A few minutes after I got
home I heard a knock on
the door. I assumed it was
the flower guy. I was
wrong. It was my brother
and his wife. They had
been to the antique store
and decided to stop by.

It wasn't too much later
that the flower man
appeared at the door and
dropped off  the plants. I
need to get them into the
ground so they can take
attention away from the
pathetic peonies that were
moved last week.

All in all it was a great
weekend. Now it is time to
get the houseplants ready
to come into the house and
start getting things ready
for cooler weather.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

FULL TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
JAY COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

2023 SALARY: $28,264.60
WORK SCHEDULE
 • 35 hours weekly (Monday – Friday)
 • Occasional evening, weekend, and overnight hours as necessary 
  for community outreach, training, etc. 
 • Ability to respond to the EOC for emergencies on a 24-hour basis as necessary. 
DUTIES
 • Performs department bookkeeping duties to include preparing and recording claims/payroll, 

 • Answers telephones, greets visitors, responds to inquiries, provides information/assistance 
  to the public, and takes messages for department personnel. 
 • Assists with damage assessments, data recording, EOC operations, and other tasks required 
  during emergency situations. 
 • Assists department personnel in maintaining/updating plans, policies, and procedures. 
REQUIIREMENTS
 • High school diploma or equivalent
 • Must possess or be able to obtain the necessary National Incident Management (NIMS) 

 • Ability to effectively communicate both orally and in writing. 
 • Ability to work on several tasks at the same time, and work rapidly for long periods, 
  often under time restrictions. 
 • Must have a valid Indiana driver’s license and be able to travel off-site as necessary. 

All interested applicants can submit their resume to the Jay County Emergency Management Agency, 
224 West Water Street, Portland, IN 47371 or to the Director via email srhodehamel@co.jay.in.us.

Applications will be accepted until September 27, 2023. 

Heritage Festival made the weekend
As I

See It

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By NED SEATON
The Manhattan Mercury (Kansas)
Tribune News Service

The youngest of  our kids has
had a summer vacation a month
longer than all his peers. Which
led him to utter a sentence the
other day that I haven’t heard in
15 years: “I’m bored.”

That’s a real problem, in my
humble opinion. I don’t mean
boredom is a problem. I mean the
lack of  boredom.

Boredom is a highly underval-
ued condition. Boredom leads
people to create, to think, to
dream, to imagine and build and
connect. Only when you have
nothing else to occupy your mind

is it allowed to wander, and only
the wandering can create visions
of  things that don’t exist.

You remember boredom, don’t
you? You’d just sit there, nothing
to do, no external means of  stim-
ulation. Your mind would wan-
der, and you’d think up … some-
thing. You could go outside and

get the neighbor kids to play
freeze-tag, or you could read or
draw or come up with a money-
making scheme or just think
about the girl or guy you saw at
school. Or maybe you’d dream of
hydrogen-powered flying cars, or
walkie-talkie wristwatches.

The key was to have nothing
else occupying your mind. Noth-
ing in your hand, or your pocket,
or in front of  your face 24-7 that
enables you to do anything you
want, without even trying.

Here we are now, entertain us,
Nirvana said. And so our society
did.

And as a result nobody is ever
bored, not in the way that drives

creativity. If  there’s a pause of
more than three seconds in a con-
versation, well, there’s some-
body’s Snap or Insta, or a
provocative Twitter rabbit-hole
to go down. All outrage, all the
time.

I suppose all that becomes
entirely old-hat, too, which is
why the sentence came out of  the
youngest one’s mouth. He’s start-
ing his first year of  college
in California, but not until late
this month, which means all his
friends at K-State and KU have
been all caught up in their new
lives and he was left waiting
tables most nights.

He’s about to be highly un-

bored; college is the ultimate
antidote to that.

That’ll pass, too, though. And
his generation, and all of  those
that follow, will never really know
boredom, and where it can lead.
We’ve stamped that out; there’s
too much money to be made in
entertainment.

What does that mean? I don’t
know. Something’s been lost.
Probably something gained, too
— I notice that this generation
can navigate far more complex
social environments than I ever
could. On balance, though, I have
to wonder if  we’ll eventually
wish we hadn’t stamped out bore-
dom.

There’s great value in being bored

By SONALI KOLHATKAR
OtherWords

The United Auto Work-
ers (UAW), a union of
nearly 150,000 workers at
America’s “Big Three”
automakers, are on strike.

On the face of  it, UAW’s
demands sound auda-
cious. They’re calling for a
46 percent pay raise and a
four-day workweek,
among other things. But
in the broader context of  a
decades-long decline in
labor rights and wages,
they’re perfectly reason-
able.

What’s unreasonable is
massively profitable cor-
porations’ insistence on
squeezing every last drop
of  productivity from their
workers with paltry
wages, long hours, and lit-
tle-to-no job security —
and then feigning outrage
at union demands.

The Big Three made
more than $20 billion in
profits in the first half  of
2023 alone. Their CEOs are
compensated to the tune
of  tens of  millions of  dol-
lars a year. Meanwhile,
even the top-paid auto
workers earn less than six
figures a year. Temporary
workers start at only $17
an hour.

After years of  making
concessions, auto workers
believe they — and not
just their bosses — should
share in the industry’s
record profits. “Record
profits mean record con-
tracts,” as UAW president
Shawn Fain put it.

Linking worker pay to
CEO compensation is a
savvy move. As unions
remain popular, the idea
of  sharing the wealth
appeals to a basic sense of
fairness among the pub-
lic.

It also makes financial
sense for the automakers
themselves. When GM
workers went on strike in
2019 for 40 days, the cost to
the company was far
greater than anticipated
— nearly $4 billion.

NBC estimates that
meeting the union’s salary
demands today would cost
the companies compara-
ble amounts — but spread
out over much longer peri-
ods. “A 40 percent wage
bump for UAW members
would cost GM $4 billion
to $5 billion and Ford $5
billion to $6 billion over
four years,” they report.

But rather than offer
salaries that enable work-
ers to budget their lives,
buy homes, and project
expenses, the Big Three
want to pay workers indi-
vidual bonuses during
years when profits are
high. Their ostensible rea-
son is to remain flexible as
the industry is pressured
into evolving away from
fossil-fuel based vehicles

to all-electric vehicles in
the face of  a warming cli-
mate.

But President Joe
Biden’s administration
just announced a massive
funding plan to boost EV
production and tied it to
labor rights. “Building a
clean energy economy can
and should provide a win-
win opportunity for auto
companies and unionized
workers who have
anchored the American
economy for decades,”
Biden said.

In short, automakers
can unlock federal fund-
ing, avoid disruptions to
their inventories, and
ensure that their financial
losses are spread out over
several years rather than
just a few months — all by
simply meeting UAW’s
salary demands.

What more incentives
do the big companies
need?

There’s another beauti-
ful win-win opportunity
for workers and automak-
ers in the EV transition. It
takes significantly less
labor to make an EV com-
pared to a gas-run car.
According to Ford, it’s 40
percent more labor effi-
cient to make EVs.

According to UAW, auto
workers “are working 60,
70, even 80 hours a week
just to make ends meet.”
But if  they’re making
EVs, they could work
fewer hours at a higher
rate without impacting
production or their yearly
salaries. Studies show that
the companies would like-
ly remain profitable and
retain employees better if
they switched to a four-
day workweek with no
loss of  pay.

UAW’s demands, in
short, are hardly unrea-
sonable. But with corpora-
tions insistent on squeez-
ing more profits no matter
the cost, merely pointing
out the mutually benefi-
cial rewards of  meeting
union demands isn’t
enough to sway sharehold-
ers and their allies.

So the striking workers
are fighting for their
demands. It remains to be
seen how much autowork-
ers can flex their power.
The Big Three can certain-
ly test their patience and
find out.

••••••••••
Kolhatkar is the host of

“Rising Up With Sonali,” a
television and radio show
on Free Speech TV and
Pacifica stations.

Meeting demands
would be win-win

Star Tribune
More than two years have passed

since former U.S. Department of
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Per-
due departed, but the brouhaha he
created with one callous comment in
the middle of  his tenure remains
memorable.

Perdue, a Trump appointee, visit-
ed a Wisconsin expo in 2019, one
attended by struggling dairy farm-
ers. When asked about the indus-
try’s future, Perdue’s tone-deaf
reply was this: “In America the big
get bigger and the small go out.”

Perdue caught serious flak,
including from the Star Tribune
Editorial Board. While some may
dub it brutally honest, “defeatist”
and “shortsighted” are more accu-
rate. A stable, affordable food supply
is essential to national security. For
this, we need small- to medium-sized
producers and processors in addi-
tion to their industrial counter-
parts.

The nation’s rural regions have
hollowed out under the “go big or go
home” approach. Fewer farmers
means fewer customers for small-
town businesses and fewer students
in schools, a regrettable trend.

With that backdrop, current USDA
Secretary Tom Vilsack’s recent visit
to Minnesota was a refreshing
change. Rather than throwing up his
hands, Vilsack is wielding his
department’s considerable
resources to aid small and midsize
producers, strengthen rural commu-
nities and, for extra measure, com-
bat climate change.

Will Vilsack’s ambitious strategy
work? Time will tell. But this is an
overdue course correction for this
massive agency and worth a try. The
number of  Minnesota farms has
been in long decline, from 86,000 in
1993 to 67,400 now, according to a
Star Tribune analysis and a 2022 fed-
eral report.

Vilsack served as USDA secretary
under former President Barack
Obama and was appointed again by
President Joe Biden. He visited Min-
nesota in late August to tout $230

million in new rural development
funding for the state. He also met
with an editorial writer.

Part of  Vilsack’s mission was play-
ing political defense. Congressional
gridlock on spending bills means a
potential government shutdown on
Oct. 1. Vilsack made the case to pro-
tect agricultural investments includ-
ed in previous legislation, such as the
$1 trillion Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act of  2021 and the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) of  2022. The IRA
appropriates more than $18 billion in
new funding for climate-smart agri-
culture and forestry greenhouse gas
mitigation.

Congressional Republicans in par-
ticular may look to divert some of
these dollars to other purposes, such
as more traditional farm supports.
That’s stale thinking that would like-
ly benefit bigger producers most.

Vilsack didn’t just have the shut-
down in mind. He also had almost
evangelical fervor in outlining new
strategies, ones with historic funding
levels thanks to the IRA and other leg-
islation, to reinvigorate smaller pro-
ducers and communities while miti-
gating climate change. These initia-
tives include:

•Working with producers and food
companies to create a new market for
foods grown with climate-sustainable
methods. Like organic products, con-
sumers may be willing to pay a pre-
mium for these products, creating a
new niche for growers.

•Providing assistance to transition
to renewable energy, with farmers
potentially able to sell excess energy
back to utilities.

•Creating “local and regional food
system opportunities.” This covers a
lot, from providing help to rural
entrepreneurs wanting to build small

meat or food processing facilities to
policies that encourage bulk buyers
such as schools to purchase nearby
products.

•Continuing support for biofuels,
including the transition to sustain-
able aviation fuel, which could open
up a large new market. Delta Air
Lines and Xcel see enough potential
for this that they are pushing to locate
a manufacturing hub in the state.

“What we’re now saying is here’s
the alternative to getting big or get-
ting out. It’s to get entrepreneurial,”
Vilsack told an editorial writer.

In turn, that could alleviate a data
point that alarms Vilsack. “There are
about 2.1 million farms in America.
Of  these, 7.5% received 89% of  farm
income. So roughly 2 million farms
had to share 11% of  that income. The
question is whether we’re OK with
that.”

So far, this new push has garnered
a favorable reaction. Dan Glessing, a
dairy farmer near Waverly and Min-
nesota Farm Bureau president, said
farmers are open-minded about these
initiatives, particularly if  new pro-
grams can mitigate the risk of  transi-
tioning to climate-smart practices. He
also said farmers need more informa-
tion about new programs.

Minnesota Agriculture Commis-
sioner Thom Petersen told an editori-
al writer that the federal shift has
resulted in significant investments in
the state to aid small producers and
processors. Petersen said he’d recent-
ly visited an apple orchard that bene-
fited from the new push for schools to
buy produce locally.

In an interview, former Rep. Collin
Peterson, a Democrat who represent-
ed northwest Minnesota and once
chaired the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, praised Vilsack’s efforts. As
for climate-smart agriculture’s
naysayers, Peterson said other coun-
tries are already moving forward on
this front, leaving the U.S. at a com-
petitive disadvantage.

“Whether you like it or not, this is
the world you live in,” Peterson said.
“If  you don’t get on board with this,
you’re going to get left behind.”

Push helps small farmers
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Iron Wolf 
Martial Arts

121 East Arch St.
Portland, IN 

260-703-8040

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs  4 times a 
month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141

 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

An Ardagh Group facili-
ty has earned another
honor for its energy effi-
ciency.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency awarded
the company’s distribution
center in Fairfield, Califor-
nia, with an ENERGY
STAR building certifica-
tion. It was the eighth con-
secutive year the facility
has earned the honor.

“Ardagh Group’s com-
mitment to the environ-
ment goes beyond produc-
ing infinitely recyclable
glass containers; we’re
dedicated to protecting the
communities in which we
live and work, by saving
energy and reducing our
environmental impact,”
said Ardagh chief  sustain-
ability officer Alex Win-
ters in a press release. “Ini-
tiatives like the ENERGY
STAR certification demon-
strate Ardagh’s aim to be
an environmental leader
in the packaging industry.”

On average, ENERGY
STAR certified buildings
and plants use 35 percent
less energy, cause 35 per-
cent fewer greenhouse gas
emissions, and are less
expensive to operate than
similar facilities.

Ardagh’s manufacturing
facilities in Dunkirk and
Winchester have both pre-
viously been ENERGY
STAR honorees.

Ribbon cutting
Jay County Chamber of

Commerce will host a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for
the mural that was com-
pleted in July on the north
side of  Community
Resource Center.

The ceremony is sched-
uled for 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 30, at Brick Alley,
which is adjacent to the
building. 

The City of  Portland in
April received a $10,000

grant from Indiana Desti-
nation Development Cor-
poration for the mural as
part of  more than $400,000
in funding awarded for IN
Indiana Public Art Activa-
tion projects. It is the sec-
ond Portland mural for
Zach Medler, a Geneva
native and former Arts
Place employee, as he also
painted the Portland
Rotary Club mural on the
south side of  the J&P Plat-
ing Building.

MSSL to host
MSSL Wiring System,

Inc., of  Portland will host
its health fair from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursday,  Oct. 26.

The event is designed to
give employees informa-
tion about health and well-
ness as well as to learn
about healthcare providers
in the community.

Individuals or compa-
nies interested in attend-
ing should contact Dako-
ta Pettus at dakota.pet-
tus@motherson.com or
(260) 726-6501.

Classes scheduled
John Jay Center for

Learning is continuing to
offer ServSafe training.

The courses for those in
the food-service industry
are scheduled for Oct. 30
and Nov. 27. Each runs
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
John Jay, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

For more information,
call (260) 729-5525.

EV event is Thursday
Indiana Department of

Environmental Manage-

ment, Drive Clean Indiana
and Indiana Utility Group
are launching GOEVIN:
GO Electric Vehicle INdi-
ana, an electric vehicle
charging initiative.

The organizations will
host a series of  events to
promote the program,
including at 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 28, at Citi-
zens Square, 200 E. Berry
St., Fort Wayne. Other
events are planned for
Portage, South Bend and
Indianapolis.

For more information,
visit goEVIN.com/events.

Trade fair is Oct. 6
Ivy Tech Community

College Fort Wayne will
host its Skilled Trades
Career Exploration Fair
from 9 am. To 2 p.m. Oct. 6
in the Steel Dynamics, Inc.
Keith E. Busse Technology
Center.

The event in the facility
at 3701 Dean Drive, Fort
Wayne, will feature more
than 50 employers. It is
designed as an opportunity
for anyone interested in
the trades to explore their
options.

For more information,
go online to
link.ivytech.edu/skilled
trades.

Summit is Oct. 25-26
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce will host the
Future of  Indiana’s Work-
force Summit Oct. 25 and
26 at the Indianapolis Mar-
riott Downtown.

The summit, led by Ivy
Tech Community College,
will feature experts from
industry and government
who will share informa-
tion about jobs and
employer-led collabora-
tions to address workforce
needs. Details will also be
shared about using data to
make decisions about hir-
ing and training.

“We are in a talent-dri-
ven competition,” said
Indiana chamber presi-
dent and CEO Kevin Brine-
gar in a press release.
“Ensuring the quality of
our workforce is an ongo-
ing focus of  the Indiana
Chamber’s policy efforts
and it’s critical to securing
our economic position
locally and around the
world. This summit will
tackle the main obstacles
and challenges and bring
together many stakehold-
ers.”

For more information,
Go online to indianacham-
ber.com/inworksummit or
call (800) 824-6885.

Indy airport honored
J.D. Power named Indi-

anapolis International
Airport best in customer
satisfaction for medium-
sized airports in North
America.

It marked the fourth
time in five years and the
sixth overall that the air-
port has received the
honor.

The recognition is based
on consumer rankings
from the J.D. Power North
America Airport Satisfac-
tion Study. The survey
looked at a variety of  fac-
tors, with Indianapolis
International scoring
highest in airport
arrival/departure (getting
to and leaving the airport),
security check, terminal
facilities (concourses,
lounges, signage, rest-
rooms and gate areas) and
food/beverage and retail
factors.

“This award demon-
strates the dedication of
our team and airport busi-
ness partners to the com-
munity,” said Mario
Rodriguez, Indianapolis
Airport Authority execu-
tive director, in a press
release. “The true magic is

that our world-class team
has a boundless capacity,
year after year, to continu-
ously improve the airport
customer experience.”

Show is Oct. 18-19
The Design-2-Part Show

is scheduled for Oct. 18 and
19 at Indiana Convention
Center.

The free event, which
will run from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m., is the region's largest
sourcing event for engi-
neers and buyers of  cus-
tom parts, components,
design, prototypes and
assemblies. Attendees will
have the opportunity to
meet with suppliers, learn
about new technologies,
see sample parts and dis-
cuss solutions to manufac-
turing challenges.

For more information or
to register, visit d2p.com.

Meetings scheduled
Indiana Department of

Workforce Development
will hold town hall meet-
ings in the coming weeks
to offer information to
instructional providers
about funding available to
provide adult education.

The meetings will
include an overview of  the
grant application process,
including what funds are
available, who is eligible
and requirements for
grant recipients. Funds
available can be used to
help adults attain a high
school equivalency, transi-
tion to post-secondary edu-
cation/training and assist
migrants with English lan-
guage classes.

The meetings include 1
to 3 p.m. Oct. 4 in Allen
County Public Library
Meeting Room C, 900
Library Plaza, Fort Wayne,
and 1 to 3 p.m. Oct. 10 in
the Maring-Hunt Library
Meeting Room, 2005 S.
High St., Muncie. 

For more information,
email adulted@dwd.in.gov.

Hosting events
The Central Indiana

Chapter of  the American
Society of  Safety Profes-
sionals and the Indiana
Chamber of  Commerce
will host the 2024 Indiana
Safety and Health Confer-
ence Feb. 26, through 28.

The event will include
the Indiana Forklift Rodeo,
speakers, a 10-hour course
for general industry, an
innovation showcase and
the governor’s workplace
safety awards luncheon.

The Indiana chamber
also has a safety leadership
principles workshop sched-
uled for Sept. 21 and 22,
safety for maintenance and
machine operators on Oct.
4 and forklift safety on Oct.
5.

It will also host the 2023
Indiana Environmental
Conference and Winter
Technical Meeting Dec. 6
and 7. Various continuing
education credits can be
earned at the event.

For more information, or
to register, call (800) 824-
6885 or email events@indi-
anachamber.com.

Nominations open
The Indiana Primary

Health Care Association is
accepting nominations for
its annual awards.

The organization selects
an employee of  the year,
provider of  the year, volun-
teer of  the year, special
exemplary project award,
grassroots advocacy award,
legislator of  the year and
health center dedication.

Nominations can be
made at indianapca.org.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly busi-
ness roundup.

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s Public Retirement
System (INPRS) says it’s “ahead
of  schedule” in pulling out of  its
Chinese investments after law-
makers approved a ban in May.

And it’s putting together a com-
pliance strategy for a separate
ban on controversial ESG invest-
ment strategies.

“We very much realize and
respect the policy wishes of  the
Legislature and so we’ve been
working diligently to move as
quickly as possible,” INPRS Exec-
utive Director Steve Russo told an
interim pensions-focused com-
mittee Wednesday.

The Indiana Public Retirement
System has nearly 530,000 mem-
bers from more than 13,000 public
employers across the state. It
manages more than $46.6 billion

on their behalf.
The system had $1.2 billion

invested in China at the begin-
ning of  the year, with $486 million
falling under a new ban in Senate
Enrolled Act 268. Now it’s trying
to comply.

The legislation requires INPRS
to divest from any entities on a
variety of  federal lists of  Chinese
companies that do military or
intelligence work, or that are con-
trolled by the Chinese govern-
ment and its ruling political
party.

The system must divest from
50% of  any holding within three
years of  discovering a banned
connection to China, 75% within
four years, and 100% by five
years.

“I’m happy to report we’ve
been marching along — I’ll show
you numbers here — to the extent
that I would call it ahead of

schedule,” Russo told the commit-
tee.

As of  late March, INPRS had
486 investments subject to divest-
ment, and 711 that were excluded.
By late July, the number of
investments covered by the law
was down to 40.

Russo said the system was
“purposely timing” its departure
from the remaining 40 to “mini-
mize the impact on the fund.” But
he’s expecting it’ll be zero by late
next June.

INPRS, he said, aimed to com-
ply in a “practical way, and an
efficient way, without significant-
ly impacting the fund.”

System leaders previously said
the proposal could increase the
volatility of  INPRS’ portfolio,
though they anticipated little
long-term impact.

INPRS is also working on a
framework for a more complex

ban on ESG investing, the culture
war-entrenched investment
method that takes into account
the environmental, social and
governmental effects of  deci-
sions.

Supporters say it’s basic risk
management, but the method’s
detractors say it brings “woke”
non-financial factors into deci-
sions that should be about dollars
and cents.

In its final version, House
Enrolled Act 1008 bans INPRS’
board from using ESG criteria in
investment decision-making, and
the system itself  from contract-
ing current and future invest-
ment managers that have made
“ESG commitments.” INPRS
must replace the manager with
an alternative that delivers “com-
parable” financial results.

The legislation charges the
state treasurer with creating and

publishing a list of  investment
managers who make those com-
mitments. The treasurer must
provide the manager’s name and
evidence backing up the claim to
INPRS’ board for a final decision.
If  the system can’t find a compa-
rable alternative, it must make
that decision and supporting evi-
dence public.

“We are very close to wrapping
up all the details of  the process
with the treasurer’s office on
exactly how this is going to
work,” Russo said.

INPRS will likely go public
with its plans at a board meeting
this fall, Russo added. Once the
board adopts the process, the sys-
tem will start following it.

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

INPRS divestment ahead of schedule

Ardagh facility receives energy honor
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY OCTOBER 6
TH , 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 225 E Water

St., Portland, IN.
GRASSHOPPER MOW-
ERS – WEIGHT EQUIP-

MENT - MISC
Grasshopper 928D

mower with 1966 hours.
Grasshopper 722D

mower with 1887 hours.
Cub Cadet LTX 1046
22HP mower 46” cut.
John Deere tricycles.
Frigidaire refrigerator.
Amana dryer. Pole

lights. Fluorescent lights.
Utility carts. Nurses cots.
Sweepers. 4 drawer file
cabinets. Tables and
chairs. Paint striper.

Large lot of rubber mat-
ting. Large lot of weight

equipment.
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-

ERAL ITEMS NOT
MENTIONED

OWNER: JAY COUNTY
SCHOOL CORPORA-

TION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Pres-
sure washing in Fort
Recovery. Call 419-852-
0309. 
HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 
THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position.
Requirement, must have
training. Applications

may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall by
calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502  
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS

COLUMN

Public Notice
The Jay County Commissioners
are advertising for sealed bids
on a new track excavator.  Bids
shall be submitted on forms
prescribed by the State Board
of Accounts.  A bond or cashiers
check in the amount of ten per-
cent (10%) of the bid must be
filed with the bid. 

We are trading in a 2017
SK210LC Komatsu excavator
with approximately 6,000 hours
on it.  The 2017 SK210LC Ko-
matsu excavator can be seen by
contacting the Jay County Sur-
veyor at (260) 726-6902.  We
would request that the excava-
tor have specifications equal to
or comparable to the following.  
Operating weight – 50,000 lbs. 

SAE New Horsepower – 
145-155 hp 

Dig Depth – 21 ft. 
Boom Length – 18 ½ to 19 ft. 

Arm Length – 9 ½ to 10 ft. 
Options – 1. 6 ft ditch bucket 

2. 3 ft tooth bucket 
3. Hydraulic Coupler
4. Manuel thumb

The bids should be mailed to
the Jay County Surveyor and
received no later than 8:30am

on October 9, 2023 – Jay County
Surveyor 

120 North Court St 
Portland, IN 47371 

The bids will be opened in
the Auditorium in the Jay

County Courthouse on October
9, 2023 at 9:00am and continu-

ing until completed. 
Bradley A. Daniels 

Jay County Surveyor
CR 9-26-2023, NS 9-27-2024- HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
Office of

Jay County Drainage Board
Notice of Hearing Regarding
Combining into Salamonia

River Watershed
Notice is hereby given by the
Jay County Drainage Board that
a hearing will be held to com-
bine the Geesaman Watershed,
Glen Miller Watershed, Samuel
Scholer Watershed, W H Hodge
Watershed and Wikel Water-
shed into the Salamonia River
Watershed on October 9, 2023 at
9:15am in the Auditorium, Jay
County Courthouse, Portland,
Indiana, at which time the fol-
lowing will be considered:

1. Combine for purpose of
maintenance into the Salamo-
nia River Watershed all legal
drains (both open and tile) of
the above watershed.

2. All funds in the above wa-
tershed will be combined into
the Salamonia River Watershed
monies to create one fund from
which work will be performed.
The assessment rate of the

above watershed will be ad-
justed to the Plot ($20.00) and
Acre ($2.00) rate of the Salamo-
nia River Watershed. 
That the maintenance report of
the Jay County Surveyor and
the schedule of assessments
made by said Board relating to
the above mentioned drain
have been filed and are avail-
able in the office of the Jay
County Surveyor.

Jay County Drainage Board
Rex Journay
Chad Aker

CR9-26-2023 NS 9-27-2023- HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
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thecr.com 
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260-726-8141
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys soccer vs. Blackford – 5

p.m.; Girls soccer at Blackford – 5 p.m.; Volleyball
at Southern Wells – 6 p.m.; Junior High volleyball
at Southern Wells – 5:30 p.m.; Junior High eighth
grade football at Heritage – 6 p.m.; Junior High
seventh grade football at Bluffton – 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf sectional at Moose
Landing Country Club – 9 a.m.; Middle school vol-

leyball at St. Henry – 5 p.m.    

Wednesday
Jay County — Boys tennis Sectional – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Cleveland
Guardians (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — WNBA: Connecticut Sun at New York

Liberty (ESPN)
10 p.m. — WNBA: Dallas Wings at Las Vegas

Aces (ESPN)

Wednesday
6 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Cleveland

Guardians (Bally Indiana)
6 p.m. — College volleyball: Maryland at Rut-

gers (BTN)
8 p.m. — College volleyball: Wisconsin at Ohio

State (BTN)

Local notes
Turkey Trot sign-up open

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 16th annual
Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 4 at the Cooper Farms
Turkey Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.

Participation costs $15. All proceeds benefit
EverHeart Hospice.

The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be
splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course. There

will also be chip timing for participants operated
by Speedy Feet.

Water will be provided throughout the race, as
well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or registration will
open at 9 a.m. at Cooper Farms on the day of the
race.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
Hallie Schwieterman

had strong performances
against Southern Wells
and Woodlan. Against the
Raiders she had four kills
and a block. She led the
Patriots with 20 digs
against the Warriors.

Abraham wins pair
CHARLOTTESVILLE —

The Jay County boys ten-
nis team took part in the
Eastern Hancock invita-
tional on Saturday. The

invitational was an indi-
vidual competition with
players from Jay County,
Eastern Hancock, Fank-
ton and Shenandoah.

The Patriots picked up
three wins and dropped
seven matches.

Abraham Dirksen won
both matches in the No. 1
singles position. He first
took down Frankton’s
Sam Barr 6-3, 6-3. In the
second round he dis-
patched Luke Zeilinger 6-
1, 6-1.

The only other win
came from Eli Dirksen in
the No. 2 singles position.
It took him three sets to
beat Shenandoah’s Cayson
Worrell 6-4, 2-6, 10-2. In the
first round he lost to Luke
Schilling of  Eastern Han-
cock 6-7, 7-5, 10-6.

Liam Garringer dropped
both of  his matches in the
No. 3 singles position.
Shenandoah’s Colton Gifti
won 6-1, 6-2 before Eastern
Hancock’s Luke Fletcher
swept him.

Sam Myers and Gage
Sims nearly beat Frank-
ton’s Jackson Alexander
and Jon Hobbs 7-5, 4-6, 11-
9. They also lost to Bo
Dixon and Myels Wennen
of  EHHS 6-1, 6-2.

Isaac Miller and Luke
Muhlenkamp dropped
both matches to Garrett
May and Ethan Taylor of
Shenandoah (6-2, 6-3) and
Griffin Lawrence and Josi-
ah Swanger of  Eastern
Hancock (6-3, 2-6, 10-5).

The Patriots’s next

match is the sectional
opener at JCHS on
Wednesday at 5 p.m.

Patriots fall
MUNCIE — The Jay

County boys soccer team
fell to the Delta Eagles 3-2
on Saturday.

Both of  the Patriots’
goals were scored by Levi
Muhlenkamp unassisted.
He took 10 shots on the
goal.

Delta’s Cooper Pierce
also had two goals in the

match. He also scored the
game-winning goal.

The Eagles’ other goal
came from Maddox Huff-
man.

Easton Bell and Senad
Selimovic both had assists
for Delta in the match.

The Patriots (6-3-2) took
18 shots on Delta’s goal in
the match. Outside of
Muhlenkamp, Dylan Mar-
entes took five shots while
Caden Buckland, Brayden
Collins and Oskar Mateo
each shot once.

Roundup ...

Continued from page 8
“We are trying to run nega-

tive splits,” Wood said. “We're
trying to have a better strategy.
For most of  our guys, that is to
not take off  too fast, and to be
able to feel good at the end, so
they can be aggressive and fin-
ish.”

Two boys that did well with
the strategy were Joseph
Boggs and Max Klopfenstein.
Boggs started the race in the
middle of  the pack and was in
40th after the first mile. By
mile two, he worked his way
into the low 30s before he was
able to make a late push for
17th-place.

Boggs ran negative splits

despite being on a difficult
course for the first time.

“The most difficult part was
each big turn was always a
hairpin … so, you had to really
tighten it in,” Boggs said.
“There wasn't really any really
steep uphills, but there was a
really deep downhill, that
would tear apart your legs if
you go down it wrong.”

Klopfenstein was near the
100th-place runner after the
first mile and consistently
worked his way up to a 69th-
place finish with a time of
19:21.29.

Other scores for the boys
came from Caleb Garringer
(18:32.75) in 40th, Lukes Powers

(21:55.84) in 129th and Darren
Fisher (22:27.45) in 137th.

On the girls’ side, Wood was
impressed with Willow Hardy’s
execution during the race. She
crossed the finish line at
24:24.66 for 64th.

Alexis Sibray paced the
Patriot girls for a 24th-place
finish in 22:19.6. Courtney Har-
ris (86th – 26:27.68) and Nina
Ribas Cesar (114th – 32:50.64)
were the other Patriots com-
peting.

“It was a successful race,”
Wood said. “The course is
probably the toughest we’ve
ran all year, so our results, I’m
super happy with.”

Parker Brunswick (27th),

Reese Diller (36th), Evan Evers
(96th) and Russell Hart (114th)
made up the rest of  the  boy’s
scoring for Fort Recovery’s
eighth-place finish.

“I think it’s good. The high
school boys is hard because
we’ve got a big gap there,”
Diller said. 

“As we get a little further and
try to tighten that gap up,
they’ve been running really
well.”

Junior high
The Fort Recovery middle

school teams also competed,
with the girls finishing sixth
and the boys ninth.

Riley Heitkamp paced the

girls with a 17th-place finish in
13:59.92 en route to 143 points.
Versailles won with 37 points.

Courtney Klenke (23) and
Kendall Ranly (29) both had
top-30 finishes. The other
scores came from Claire Grube
(58th) and Yoselin Juarez-
Gomez (60th).

Alex Roessner finished first
for the boys after 12:27.57 for
16th place as the team scored
202 points. Russia won the
meet with 34.

The other Indians finished
close to each other with Char-
lie Stammen in 66th, Gavin
Heitkamp in 69th, Evan Diller
in 71st and Chase Filey in
79th.

Running ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

JCHS freshman Caleb Garringer runs in the middle of the pack during the Versailles Tour de Sewer at Versailles Water Treatment Plant on Saturday morning.
Garringer finished with the No. score for the Patriots, clocking in at 18:32.75 to earn 40th place in the race.



INDIANAPOLIS —
Matchups are set.

Now it’s time for coaches
to start scouting and teams
to prepare.

The IHSAA revealed sec-
tional pairings for the boys
and girls soccer tourna-
ments on Sunday evening.

The Jay County High
School boys soccer team
drew Yorktown in the first
round of  the Class 2A Sec-
tional 24 tournament at
Mississinewa. The Patriots
(6-3-2) edged out the Tigers
(4-7-2) by one goal on Sept.
7. They will face off  Oct. 2
at 5 p.m.

If  they win, they will
face the winner of  Center-
ville and New Castle on
Oct. 4 at 5 p.m.

On the other side of  the
bracket, Blackford takes on
Eastbrook while Mis-
sissinewa hosts Delta. The
championship game will be
played Oct. 7 at 2 p.m.

The girls drew Hamilton
Heights (8-4-2) in for their
sectional opener. The Patri-

ots’ matchup with the
Huskies will take place at
Yorktown on Oct. 3 at 7 p.m.

If  the Patriots (4-8-1) win
their first game, they will
play the winner of  Center-
ville and Delta on Oct. 5 at 5
p.m.

Yorktown and New Cas-
tle bypass the opening
round and will face each
other in the other semifinal
game.

Spikers split
PONETO — The Jay

County volleyball team
picked up a pair of  wins
and a pair of  losses to fin-
ish fourth in the Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence tournament on Satur-
day.

The Patriots beat
Bluffton 25-9, 25-23 and
Southern Wells 25-16, 25-13
while losing to Adams
Central 25-20, 22-25, 5-15
and Woodlan 25-23, 23-25,
15-9.

Bella Denton led Jay
County (8-11) in three of
the four matches, while
Mya Kunkler had five to
lead the match against the
Warriors. Denton finished
with 27 while Kunkler
earned 18. Kunkler also
had six blocks during the
tournament.

Maggie Dillon and Pais-
ley Fugiett totaled ten
kills.

Sophie Saxman tallied
54 assists in the matches.
She had a particularly
strong match against
Bluffton when she had
three aces and nine digs.

Brenna Haines recorded
a team-high 41 digs, with
15 in the games against
Bluffton and Adams Cen-
tral.

See Roundup page 7

CELINA, Ohio — The Indians wanted
to improve in the Midwest Athletic Con-
ference.

This year, a fourth-place finish in the
MAC tournament and fourth in the regu-
lar season, propelled the Indians to a
fourth-overall finish in the MAC.

The Fort Recovery High School boys
golf  team shot a 330 at the MAC tourna-
ment on Saturday morning at Celina
Lynx Golf  Club to finish fourth.

Last season, Fort Recovery (7-7, 5-4
MAC) was seventh in the MAC regular
season with a record of  3-6. They placed
fifth in the tournament for sixth overall
in the MAC. 

The St. John’s Blue Jays won the tour-
nament with 310 strokes, but Minster’s
undefeated regular season and second-
place (311) secured them the MAC title.

Colin Feathers was the MAC Player of
the Year, but Coldwater’s Ben Giere was

the tournament medalist with a 70.
Feathers finished with a 75.

Second team All-MAC player Reece
LeFevre led the Indians with 79 strokes
in the match. He had three birdies in the
match, all on par-4s. They came on holes
No. 6, 14 and 18.

Fellow second team member Eli
Lennartz earned the No. 2 score for the
Indians with an 81. He only had one
birdie on the par-5 13th hole.

The final Tribe golfer to be named to
the second team, Keegan Muhlenkamp,
posted the third-best score of  84 strokes.
Muhlenkamp also birdied the 15th.

Nate Jutte posted the final qualifying
score for the Indians when he shot an 86.

Alex Dues had 89 strokes while
Matthew Romer shot 94. Neither player’s
score contributed to the team’s final.

Dues and Jutte both were listed as All-
MAC honorable mentions.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

VERSAILLES, Ohio — Cross
country can be a grueling sport.

Having fresh legs and mental
strength can often make or
break your performance.

Maddie Heitkamp’s legs
weren’t the freshest, but her
mental strength carried her to a
career best.

Heitkamp pushed through to
set a new career-best time of  22
minutes, 55.11 seconds, for 38th-
place and was the fifth scorer for
the Fort Recovery High School
girls cross country team as it
placed third at the Versailles
Tour de Sewer at Versailles
Water Treatment Plant on Satur-
day morning.

The Tribe girls scored 82
points to finish third out of  10
teams. The Division III No. 10
Botkins Trojans took first place
with 35 points. Botkins’ Brittany
Arnold won the race in 19:07.18.

Jay County’s cross country
teams also competed in the race.
The girls were without Paityn
Wendel and exchange student
Tinatin Japaridize, leaving them
without the five athletes neces-
sary to qualify for a team score.

The FRHS boys team finished
with 205 points to earn eighth-
place out of  13 teams. Jay Coun-
ty had 274 points to land it in
12th. Versailles won with 51
points.

Winning the boys race was
Fort Recovery’s Trevor

Heitkamp. He established an
early lead and never looked
back. By the half-mile mark
there was a considerable gap
between him and second place.
His time was 16:03.89. 

“I thought all of  our kids ran

awesome girls and boys,” FRHS
coach Christy Diller said. “Times
were pretty comparable to last
week, which was a much flatter
and faster course. So, for them to
run those kinds of  times on this
course, is a really good sign.”

The girls received strong per-
formances from Natalie
Brunswick and Ellie Will who
stayed within the top 10
throughout the race. Brunswick
set the pace, finishing third
with a time of  19:59.38. Will

earned eighth place and crossed
the finish line at 21:06.36.

Joelle Kaup wasn’t far
behind, finishing 14th (21:36.1)
for a third score in the top 15 for
the Indians.

The No. 4 finish came from
Anna Roessner. She stuck with
Kaup in the top 15 before wan-
ing after the mile mark and
eventually finishing 31st with a
time of  22:42.20.

The No. 5 score opened up for
the Indians without freshman
Makenna Huelskamp compet-
ing. When lining up, Heitkamp
recognized that her body wasn’t
at 100%.

“I could feel like my legs were
already a little heavy whenever,
like we were getting ready to
line up,” Heitkamp said. “As
soon as we took off, (the sore-
ness) was already there.”

Off  the start, she kept pace
with Kaup for the first 400
yards. By the time she hit the
mile mark, she was sitting
around 35th and held the posi-
tion for the rest of  the race.

With about 200 yards left she
held the position, but a strong
push from some of  her competi-
tors resulted in her finishing
38th, for the best race of  her
high school career.

“I really wanted to PR,” Mad-
die Hietkamp said. “I was just
trying to keep my head
straight. As long as my mental-
ity was good, I had a good feel-
ing about how I would do even
if  I wasn’t physically there for
it.”

The Patriots had different
goals for the race.

JCHS coach Bruce Wood
picked up the event because his
athletes wouldn’t be familiar
with their competition, so they
could focus on race strategy
rather than comparing how
they were performing.

See Running page 7
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Sports
Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Boys golf finishes
fourth in MAC tournament,
see story below

FRHS girls golf travels to
Ottawa for sectional,

see Sports on tap

Just keep running

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Ellie Will (6549), Anna Roessner (6547) and Natalie Brunswick (right) come out to a
strong start at the Versailles Tour de Sewer on Saturday morning at Versailles Water Treatment
Plant. Brunswick led the Indians with a third-place finish while Will finished in eighth and Roessner
in 31st.

Maddie
Heitkamp has

career day
despite heavy

legs

Boys golf finishes
fourth in MAC

Soccer sectional
matchups are set

Jay County
roundup


