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Beulah Galloway, 102,
Geneva

Details on page 2.

The temperature in Jay
County hovered in the low 60s
Wednesday.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 50s. Patchy fog
is expected Saturday morning
followed by mostly sunny
skies with a high in the upper
70s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Portland Municipal Airport
will host a Young Eagles event
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday
during which those 8 to 17
years old will be able to take
free plane rides. Those who
would like to participate can
register in advance at
yeday.org.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS football game
at South Adams.

Tuesday — Photos from
this weekend’s events, includ-
ing Glass Days in Dunkirk.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By RAY COONEY
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Jay School Corporation
has a new leader for its
transportation depart-
ment.

Jay School Board dur-
ing a special meeting
Thursday morning
approved the hiring of
Mitch Corwin as trans-
portation director.

The 1992 Jay County
High School graduate will
take over for Melissa
Stephen, who submitted
her resignation earlier
this month. Her last day
will be today.

“This is a big win for
the schools here,” said
Jay Schools superintend-
ent Jeremy Gulley. “Our
transportation is compli-
cated and it’s getting
more so … We need good
people out there.”

He touted Corwin’s
experience both as the
current assistant trans-
portation director for
New Albany-Floyd Coun-
ty School District and as a
former Jay School Corpo-
ration employee. He
served as a bus technician
for Jay Schools from 2011
through 2018.

Corwin’s first day in his
new position will be Oct.
23. Josh Nibarger will fill
in as interim transporta-
tion director between
Stephen’s departure and
Corwin’s arrival.

In addition to his work
the last four years for
New Albany-Floyd Coun-
ty, Corwin has also been
an adjunct instructor for
Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege and a parts manager
for AutoZone.

See Hires page 2

JCHS grad
will be new

transportation
director

Budget advances

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The county is one step closer
to finalizing its budget for next
year.

Jay County Council approved
its 2024 budget on a first read-
ing and approved an ordinance
modifying local income tax
rates Wednesday. (Taxpayers
will not see an increase in taxes
taken out of  their paychecks.)

The 2024 budget comes in at
just under $22.5 million, up by
nearly $1.64 million for the cur-
rent year. It includes $10.7 mil-
lion in the general fund, which
increased about $1 million from
this year’s general fund total.

Other major fund totals are
listed at $3.32 million for Jay
County Commissioners, $3 mil-
lion for Jay County Highway
Department — the department
also had an additional $1.85 mil-
lion from the state in the Local
Motor Vehicle Highway
restricted fund — $1.85 million
for Jay Emergency Medical
Service, $1.76 million for Jay
County Jail and $1.29 million
for Jay County Sheriff ’s Office.

Increases to next year’s budg-
et are largely because of  infla-
tion, raises and small changes
across the budget.

Around $500,000 of  the
increase is designated for rais-

es, which include the addition
of  two new positions at Jay
County Health Department for
about $92,000. (Jay County
Health Department is receiving
enhanced state funding next
year. Environmentalist and
administrator Heath Butz bud-
geted $209,000 from the state
funding for 2024.)

Raises are mostly set between
2% and 8% with the following
outliers: the health depart-
ment’s food inspector at a 25%
raise, council members at a
20% raise and commissioners,
the coroner and veterans
affairs officer at 10% raises.
(Each of  those positions’ pay is

at least 20% or more — council
is 44% — lower than the exter-
nal midpoint rate for their posi-
tions, according to information
compiled by consulting firm
Waggoner, Irwin, Scheele and
Associates.)

Council made a few cuts dur-
ing the budgeting process this
year, namely $340,000 from the
commissioners’ budget. Coun-
cil members agreed to cut
$300,000 from the commission-
ers’ fund for contractual servic-
es Aug. 23 and another $40,000
— council vice president Faron
Parr dissenting — from the
same fund Sept. 13. 

See Budget page 2

Council approves on first reading

By LESLIE BONILLA
MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana is “seriously con-
sidering” creating its own
stockpile of  critical med-
ical supplies after strug-
gling to get stock from the
Strategic National Stock-
pile during the Covid-19
pandemic, former State
Health Commissioner Kris
Box said Wednesday.

And Indiana Gov. Eric
Holcomb said he lost no
sleep over his pandemic-
era policy choices — miti-
gation measures that
earned him praise from
other states’ health and
political leaders Wednes-
day but backlash from
some Hoosiers concerned
about government over-
reach.

Box, Holcomb and other
key figures spoke during an
Indianapolis meeting of  the
Bipartisan Commission on
Biodefense. The group
formed in 2014 to assess and
improve the nation’s capac-
ity to defend itself  from bio-
logical threats.

There’s a new vaccine
available for the latest vari-
ant of  Covid-19, and a new

round of  free, rapid at-
home tests — courtesy of
the federal government —
to go along with it. Hol-
comb received his flu and
Covid-19 shots Wednesday,
according to his official
X account.

But for Box, who led Indi-
ana’s health apparatus for
more than five years until
this May, the tests are a
reminder of  one way Indi-
ana struggled during the
pandemic.

“I think it’s a perfect
example of  where the feder-
al government decided to
amass those quick tests at
the federal level so that
they would be able to push
them out,” Box said. “…
And we were using them to
screen people at these
mass-testing sites, and the

sites that we had all over.
And all of  a sudden, our
suppliers could no longer
give them to us because so
many were going to the fed-
eral government.”

That forced the state to
run more lab tests —
results take days rather
than minutes — which Box
said delayed quarantines
and medication referrals.
She also said Indiana strug-
gled to get swabs, viral
transport medium and
other supplies.

When Indiana did
receive equipment from the
Strategic National Stock-
pile, it was “oftentimes”
out-of-date, according to
Box — although she noted,
“We used it anyway, of
course.”

See Considered page 2

Stockpile considered

Swing
to ring

Anni McClung of
Portland tries her
hand at ringing the
bell at the attraction
hosted by Pete Vogler
on Sunday at Jay
County Historical
Society’s Heritage
Festival.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

School
board
hires
Corwin

Indiana is looking at 
keeping its own cache of
critical medical supplies

Spending progression
Below is a look at the Jay County budget, as approved by Jay County Council, from 2022 through 2024. (Jay County Council approved

the 2024 budget on first reading Wednesday. It will need to be approved on second reading next month.) All numbers are in millions.

TOTAL $20.2 $20.8 $22.5

JEMS $2.52 $1.75 $1.85

Fund 2022 2023 2024
General $9.44 $9.7 $10.7
Highway
(total) $4.54 $4.53 $4.85

Commissioners $2.69 $2.95 $3.32

Sheriff’s
office $1.07 $1.2 $1.29

Jail $1.44 $1.46 $1.76

The Commercial Review graphic/Ray Cooney



Continued from page 1
Box said Indiana is

“seriously considering”
launching a state-level
stockpile. Hoosier leaders,
she added, have had “sig-
nificant discussions”
about the prospect.

She favored a regional
approach, with multiple
stockpiles dedicated to
specific areas of  the state.

The Indiana Depart-
ment of  Health didn’t
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Holcomb received glow-
ing praise from commis-
sion members — all for-
mer health and political
leaders from across the
country — for his leader-
ship at the height of  the
pandemic and his post-cri-
sis efforts to better fund
public health.

That’s despite signifi-
cant pushback from other
Hoosier leaders, and
everyday residents.

Former U.S. Food and
Drug Administration
Commissioner Margaret
Hamburg told Holcomb he
“seemed remarkably able
to maintain public trust
and confidence,” when
other states and countries
experienced a “denigra-
tion of  public health
expertise.”

Holcomb emphasized

the importance of  listen-
ing to experts and being
transparent.

But to reporters, he later
said, “I don’t have any
regrets because I was oper-
ating with the information
that I had at the time.”

“Put yourself  in a situa-
tion where you have multi-
ple experts not agreeing
with one another,” Hol-
comb said. “And then you
have to make the deci-
sion.”

Holcomb said he was
“very comfortable” with
his choices, adding, “(I)
slept well every night —
even though it was a very
heavy time for our state.”

And he said Indiana was
flourishing post-pandemic
— less a “rebound” and
more a “launch out.”

Holcomb cited high
Hoosier single-family
house building permit
issuances as one reference

point, above more populat-
ed Midwest states like Illi-
nois and Ohio.

“We’re growing,” he
added. “So, you know, I get
it: to each their own.
Everyone’s got an opin-
ion.”

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chroni-

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Friday
Olvey, James: 2 p.m., Hill-

crest Cemetery. 

Monday
Galloway, Beulah: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

We’re offering the following
advertising packages 

in The Commercial Review for all
individual candidates running for office

in the Nov. 7 general election

Package A
One half-page ad, one quarter-page ad

and four 3x5 ads for $1,000
Package B

One quarter-page ad and five 3x3 ads

for $500
Ads must run in October

Rate does not apply to special sections

Call (260) 726-8141
or email ads@thecr.com

We also offer commercial printing services,
including door hangers and a variety of other items

Call (260) 726-8141 or email print@thecr.com for details

All election-related ads must be paid in advance

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

The Commercial Review
The News-Gazette

The News Times
The Red Ball Express
The News and Sun

Beulah F. Galloway, Gene-
va, March 18, 1921-Sept.
26, 2023. Services will be at
11 a.m. Monday at Downing
& Glancy Funeral Home, 100
N. Washington St., Geneva.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

Council member Matt Minnich
noted earlier this month the cuts
would put $240,000 in the fund for
next year, giving $140,000 for a con-
tract with Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation and $100,000 for
a contract with East Central Indi-
ana Regional Planning District.

Council approved the budget
Wednesday on a 5-1 vote, with coun-
cil member Harold Towell dissent-
ing and Minnich absent.

Towell later explained he had not
agreed to several items in the budg-
et and felt he couldn’t approve the
budget with that in mind. (In the
past few months, Towell has ques-
tioned various aspects of  the budg-
et, most notably the commission-

ers’ fund. He dissented in votes
associated with employee raises
and increasing the fund for animal
control with Jay County Humane
Society to $66,325. He also voted in
favor of  cutting Jay County Coun-
try Living's budget in half, but the
motion did not pass.)

Council also approved an ordi-
nance Wednesday adjusting local
income tax rates. 

The ordinance adds an emer-
gency medical service rate of
0.15% and reduces the certified
shares rate to 1.25%. (Jay County
auditor Emily Franks suggested
the change, which essentially relo-
cates a portion of  property tax dol-
lars into the county general fund.)
As of  2022, it’s an option for county

fiscal bodies that provide emer-
gency medical services for all local
units in the county and pay 100%
of  the costs to provide those servic-
es. 

Also, per state law, the county
had to adjust its property tax cred-
it allocation categories and remove
the qualified residential property
tax credit. In an effort to keep tax
credits nearly the same, the county
put approximately 60% of  the pro-
posed revenue for property tax
credits into the 1% allocation type
category and 40% into the residen-
tial property category.

The adjustment will put an extra
$400,000 in the general fund budget.

Council member Cindy Bracy
noted the adjustment acts as a

temporary solution to the county’s
deficit budget. (Several funds are
continuing to operate in deficit in
2024, including the county general
fund at more than $391,500 deficit.)

“That allows us to operate on
less of  a deficit, which is nice, but
we still don’t have a solution for
making more money yet, right?”
she asked.

Council president Jeanne
Houchins said Jay County would
need to raise its assessed value.
Bracy added the county would
benefit from having more resi-
dents and more people working
here and paying taxes.

Franks added the adjustment
“gets (Jay County) over the
hump.”

Budget ...

Considered ...

Drive safely
Indiana State Police

this week issued a
reminder regarding driv-
ing safety during the har-
vest season.

Police offered the fol-
lowing tips:

•If  you see agricultural
equipment on the road-
ways, slow down.

•Large agricultural
equipment makes slower
and wider turns than
passenger vehicles.

•Farm equipment is
wide and can take up
most of  the road. Use

caution when passing.
•When following slow-

moving agricultural
equipment, exercise
patience.

•Be aware that agricul-
tural equipment may be
moving on the roadways
at night.

•Farmers should look
for a wide pullover loca-
tion to allow backed up
traffic to safely pass.

•Farmers, before head-
ing out of  the field and
onto the roadway, ensure
all rear facing warning
lights are working prop-

erly, and any SMV trian-
gles are clearly visible.

Comments requested
The Indiana Office of

Utility Consumer Coun-
selor is accepting public
comments on Indiana
Michigan Power’s pend-
ing rate increase.

Written comments can
be submitted at
in.gov/oucc/2361.htm, by
emailing the m to uccin-
fo@oucc.IN.gov or by
sending mail to Indiana
Office of  Utility Con-
sumer Counselor, 115 W.

Washington St., Suite
1500 SOUTH, Indianapo-
lis, IN 46204. Comments
should include the con-
sumer’s name and a ref-
erence to either “IURC
Cause No. 45933” or Indi-
ana Michigan Power
rates.

There will also be pub-
lic hearings, including at
6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 16, at
Purdue University Fort
Wayne, Walb Student
Union Classic Ballroom,
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.,
Fort Wayne

The deadline is Nov. 8.

Continued from page 1
Prior to his seven years with Jay

Schools, he was a heavy truck techni-
cian for Moser Motor Sales for about
a year and assistant pastor at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church for four years.

School board members Ron Laux,
Donna Geesaman, Vickie Reitz,
Jason Phillips, Marcie Vormohr and
Chip Phillips unanimously approved
his hiring. Phil Ford was absent from
the meeting.

Vormohr said she had a bus driver
approach her recently to say she
hoped Corwin would be hired for the
role.

“He worked for us before and
had a good rapport with us all,”
said Laux. “He’s a great guy.”

Corwin earned a technical
degree in automotive technology
from the University of  Western
Ohio, a diploma in Biblical studies
from Liberty University and an
associate’s degree in Christian
ministries from Indiana Wesleyan
University.

In addition to welcoming Cor-
win, Gulley expressed well wishes
for Stephen and thanked her for
her work as transportation direc-
tor. 

She has held the position for
about five years.

Also Thursday, Gulley asked
board members to plan for an exec-
utive session Oct. 16 prior to its 5
p.m. regular meeting and a special
meeting Oct. 23 to discuss and then
vote on an agreement with Jay
Classroom Teachers Association.
He said a tentative agreement is in
place, adding that collective bar-
gaining with the teachers’ union
went smoothly.

JCTA is scheduled to vote on the
agreement ahead of  the school
board’s Oct. 23 special meeting.

Capsule Reports

Hires ...
Lotteries

CR almanac

78/54 80/54 81/55 83/57 84/60
Sunny

skies are
expected. The
high will be in
the upper 70s,
with the low
dipping to the
mid 50s.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Wednesday,
when the
high will be
84.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Tuesday,
when the
high will be
83.

Another day
of sun on Sun-
day, bringing
out warm tem-
peratures in
the upper 70s
to low 80s.

Monday
looks to be
sunny again.
The high will
be near 81
degrees.

Saturday
9/30

Sunday
10/1

Monday
10/2

Tuesday
10/3

Wednesday
10/4

Powerball
1-7-46-47-63
Power Ball: 7
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$925 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$267 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-6-8
Daily Four: 6-1-3-2
Quick Draw: 8-9-17-19-

21-23-26-27-29-30-38-39-44-
54-55-60-66-68-72-80

Evening
Daily Three: 5-4-9

Daily Four: 2-9-4-3
Quick Draw: 6-9-12-13-

14-17-26-28-33-34-37-39-40-
51-55-57-58-63-69-77

Cash 5: 3-10-28-32-42
Estimated jackpot:

$137,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-2-8
Pick 4: 9-8-9-9
Pick 5: 6-1-1-3-1
Evening
Pick 3: 0-4-0
Pick 4: 4-7-3-5
Pick 5: 4-9-4-1-5
Rolling Cash: 4-10-18-

24-27
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.42
Oct. corn ..................5.37
Wheat ......................4.74

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.47
Oct. corn ..................5.32
Oct./Nov. corn ........4.72

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.62
Oct. corn ..................4.87
Beans ......................12.54

Dec. beans ..............12.96
Wheat ...................... 4.94

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.76
Oct. corn ..................4.56
Beans ......................12.58
Oct. beans ..............12.58
Wheat ......................5.38

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.72
Oct./Nov. corn ........4.42
Beans ......................12.46
Oct. beans ..............12.46
Wheat ......................4.94

In 1789, Congress
passed “An act to recog-
nize and adapt to the
Constitution of  the
United States, the estab-
lishment of  the troops
raised under the
resolves of  the United
States in Congress
assembled” at the close
of  the final day of  its
first session. By doing
so, Congress legalized
the existing U.S. Army,
which it had inherited
from the Continental
Congress.

In 1833, 2-year-old
Isabella II was pro-
claimed queen of  Spain
following the death of

her father King Ferdi-
nand VII.

In 1972, Mary M. Fen-
ton, 73, Winchester, died
when the vehicle she was
driving crossed the cen-
ter line and collided with
another vehicle north of
Pennville.

In 2021, the Jay Coun-
ty High School boys ten-
nis team lost 3-2 to Union
City in the sectional
championship match.
Earning wins for the
Patriots were cousins
Abraham Dirksen and
Simon Dirksen at No. 2
singles and No. 3 singles,
respectively.

—The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,

1616 N. Franklin St.
7 p.m. — Pennville

public hearing on park
board ordinance, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
8 a.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells
County Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

LOCALS MARKET — Is
held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information, con-
tact The Flower Nook at
(260) 726-7166.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for

all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

GAMMA ALPHA CHAP-
TER OF PSI IOTA XI —
Will meet at 7 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 2, at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Members should
check their email or text
messages for more infor-
mation. Contact Rachel
Benirschke or Jane Switzer
to cancel.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal

starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. 

DEAR ABBY: My 23-year-old
daughter, “Chloe,” lives with me
and refuses to acknowledge her
grandmother’s emails and letters,
which are delivered to our home.
It has been four years since my
mother has even seen Chloe. My
mother is growing increasingly
disappointed and is grieved by
Chloe’s apparent distancing. (We
live 20 miles apart.)

Over the past year or so, I have
calmly asked Chloe to reply to her
grandmother’s kind emails and
letters. She generally hears me
out and then turns and walks
away. I have a close and loving
relationship with my mother. To
me, she’s the world’s greatest
mom and grandmother. I also
have a warm and loving relation-
ship with my daughter. There’s
little that I wouldn’t do to ensure
her a safe and comfortable home,
a good education and, in general,
items that aren’t unreasonable. 

My problem is, I am starting to
feel caught in the middle of  this
widening communication gap.

It’s embarrassing when I’m at
family get-togethers because
Chloe stopped attending any fam-
ily gatherings years ago. Obvious-
ly, something has driven my
daughter to refuse to acknowl-
edge her grandmother, and for
that matter, the rest of  our
extended and very large family.
How do I break this proverbial
ice? — DAD IN THE MIDDLE IN
VIRGINIA

DEAR DAD: Your daughter
is an adult. She, not you, is
presumably responsible for
her own behavior. I don’t
know what happened four
years ago that caused Chloe
to withdraw, not only from

her grandmother but also
the entire clan, and neither
do you (or you would have
mentioned it). Step out from
the middle, Dad, and let your
daughter deal with the fall-
out from having excommuni-
cated the entire family. You
can’t fix this. Only Chloe can
do that.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Twenty years

ago, my wife was diagnosed
with a life-threatening health
issue. We both rebounded from
it and have had a good run. Over
the last three years, though, her
health has turned south again.
She has heart, lung, liver and
stomach issues that prevent her
from being active. Most of  her
time now is spent just sleeping
or sitting. She cannot walk far-
ther than 20 feet without becom-
ing exhausted, and this is with
supplementary oxygen. She has
other issues as well. 

When people ask me how my
wife is doing, I tend to respond,

what I consider to be humorous-
ly but also pragmatically, “Well,
I haven’t buried her yet.” But
when I do, people become
offended. Most of  them don’t
realize we deal with this every
day, and I have no desire to
recount every detail of  her
problems to satisfy their curios-
ity. At the same time, I realize
most are asking out of  genuine
concern. Is there a better
answer? — WISE GUY IN
FLORIDA

DEAR WISE GUY: I think
so. Try responding, “She’s
doing as well as can be
expected,” or “Her condition
hasn’t changed; I will tell her
you asked after her,” and
then change the subject.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Is there a rule

of  etiquette for changing seats
in a bar setting? I enjoy going
out to eat occasionally and,
when I do, I like to sit at the bar
and eat while having a drink. It
seems lately, more often than

not, I’m asked to move down a
seat or two to accommodate
another two or three people.
Depending on my mood, I may
or may not do it. Since this hap-
pens to me quite frequently, I
am declining more and more
often. Either way, I think it’s
rude to ask a stranger to move
just so the other party can have
enough seats. By the way, I have
moved out of  courtesy if  I am
not eating, but to ask me to
move while I’m eating is unac-
ceptable. Your thoughts? — IN
PLACE IN KENTUCKY

DEAR IN PLACE: I realize
that some people may not
agree, but I don’t regard
politely asking someone to
move down a couple of  stools
at a bar as an unforgivable
intrusion. The gracious
response to that request
would be to accommodate the
larger party, as long as you
are not required to move
away from the bar. I would
have no problem doing it.

The American Red Cross
has a blood and platelet
shortage.

In order to incentivize
blood donations, the Red
Cross is offering $15 Ama-
zon.com gift cards to those
who donate between Oct. 1
and 20.

Red Cross blood drives
are scheduled for 2 to 6 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 6, at Crown-
Pointe Assisted Living, 745
Patriot Drive, Portland.
Schedule an appointment
by visiting RedCross-
Blood.org, using the Red
Cross app or calling (800)

733-2767. Other blood drives
in the area include 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 16, at
First Presbyterian Church,
215 E. Dustman Road,
Bluffton; 1 to 6 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 16, at Lehman Park
Pavilion, 212 Park Ave.,
Berne; and noon to 6 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 19, at South
Adams Senior Center, 825
Hendrick St., Berne. 

For more information,
visit redcross.org.

Paintings on display
Ball State University’s

David Owsley Museum of
Art is displaying paintings
from New York artist Deb-
bie May through Dec. 21. 

The exhibit will feature
more than 50 paintings.
The abstract works display
an imaginative use of  black
and white or muted tones
over marble dust.

“I invite everyone to dis-
cover Debbie Ma’s mesmer-
izing works, which were
first pointed out to me by
the museum’s namesake
benefactor,” Robert G. La
France, director of  the
David Owsley Museum of
Art, said. 

“A man of  few words
and a decisive collector of
action, David T. Owsley
instinctively responded to
the perfect arrangement
of  shapes and complex
interactions between
visual elements in Ma’s
marble dust paintings. I

think that our visitors
will, too.”

The museum is open
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day.

Updating passport
Indiana Destination

Development Corporation
and Indiana Arts Commis-
sion announced recently
that they are updating and
relaunching the Indiana
Arts and Culture Passport.

Those who currently
hold passports will need to

sign up for a new one at vis-
itindiana.com. The pass-
ports encourage visitors to
discover new creative
places in Indiana.

“From music venues and
theaters, to museums and
more, communities across
Indiana are using art as a
way to come together and
build a sense of  place,” said
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch in
a press release. “All of  these
attractions reflect the val-
ues of  Hoosiers and create
an identity for residents to
enjoy and visitors to experi-
ence.”
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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REVIVAL
You are invited to share in special services at the 

Portland First Church of the Nazarene 
(920 South Shank Street)

October 1 - 10:45a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
October 2-4 - 7:00 p.m. nightly

Rev. Bill Keen
is our evangelist

American Red Cross experiences shortage
Taking
Note

Daughter refuses to communicate with grandmother

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby
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Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The Inflation Reduction Act,
passed last year, gave Medicare
the authority to negotiate drug
prices for the first time. The gov-
ernment will start with 10 med-
ications, which were announced
last month. Now it just needs to
figure out how much they should
cost.

When Congress created
Medicare’s prescription-drug
benefit in 2003, it prevented the
government from haggling with
drugmakers — a coup for the
industry. Medicare’s new powers
are forecast to reduce out-of-pock-
et costs for seniors and save near-
ly $100 billion over a decade. For
consumers accustomed to paying
the highest drug prices in the
world, that’s unequivocally good
news.

Yet the government needs to
strike a careful balance. The goal
should be to push prices down
while preserving incentives to
develop new and better treat-

ments. With this in mind, the law
directs Medicare to find the “low-
est maximum fair price” while
“appropriately rewarding inno-
vation.”

Officials have spent months
laying out in painstaking detail
how the negotiations will pro-
ceed. Nowhere do they explain
how Medicare will come up with
a “fair price.”

Many other countries have
solved this dilemma using what’s
called cost-effectiveness analysis,
a quantitative method applied
regularly within the pharmaceu-
tical industry and by government
negotiators to determine how
much a drug should cost. Cost-
effectiveness seeks to weigh the

health benefits of  a treatment
against its price. It can help
health officials with limited
resources answer difficult ques-
tions such as how much a vaccine
should cost during a pandemic, or
whether a new Alzheimer’s treat-
ment is worth its $26,500 price
tag. For the coming negotiations,
it would determine if  a drug
delivers sufficient health benefits
for seniors while offering taxpay-
ers good value for their money.

One might think such an objec-
tive would be central to the IRA.
In fact, the law explicitly bans the
most common cost-effectiveness
metric — so-called quality-adjust-
ed life years, or QALYs — from
negotiations. Certain interest
groups had complained that
QALYs discriminate against peo-
ple with long-term illnesses or
disabilities (on the dubious
rationale that “sick” years are
assigned lower scores than
“healthy” ones). The pharmaceu-
tical industry, for its part, doesn’t
like the government using QALYs

to meddle in the business of  pric-
ing drugs. Most other markets
don’t need regulators armed with
formulas to determine how much
products should cost, the argu-
ment goes.

Yet the prescription-drug mar-
ket is different. Patients and
providers don’t make decisions
about whether a treatment offers
good value — middlemen do.
These intermediaries, which
design prescription-drug cover-
age and negotiate discounts for
health plans, get bigger fees for
more expensive medications.

As a result, payers like
Medicare can’t be sure they’re
getting a good deal. Other coun-
tries including Australia and the
U.K. don’t have such middlemen
because a single negotiator — the
government — can press manu-
facturers for discounts. They reg-
ularly use cost-effectiveness
assessments and, unsurprisingly,
their prescription-drug spending
is a fraction the U.S.’s.

Unfortunately, the process for

Medicare won’t be so straightfor-
ward. With QALYs banned, it
will need to use other (less test-
ed) methodologies. Even so,
effective alternatives exist,
including some that have been
developed to minimize the dis-
parities that disability advocates
cite. Medicare should embrace
these metrics and be transparent
with the public about its pricing
methods. A quantitative frame-
work is the clearest, most pre-
dictable way to achieve the IRA’s
goals, not least because it
rewards innovation by giving
high marks to expensive yet very
effective drugs.

It could also minimize rising
legal objections to the concept of
a “fair price.”The provision to
negotiate drug prices could be
one of  the most valuable parts of
the IRA, but it will only work if
drugmakers and taxpayers trust
the results.

A more data-driven, transpar-
ent process is critical to making
that happen.

Use data to negotiate drug prices

By CHAD FLANDERS
The Baltimore Sun
Tribune News Service

Supreme Court oral
arguments have gotten too
long. How do I know this?
It used to be that during
one of  my longer morning
runs, I could listen to an
entire Supreme Court oral
argument. Now, that’s get-
ting harder and harder to
do. I end my run, and the
argument is still going. So
I listen to it while I make
breakfast. Then I listen to
it on my way to work. And
if  there’s still time left to
go — and there often is — I
listen to it as I fall asleep
that night. As a result, Jus-
tice Samuel Alito’s ques-
tions sometimes haunt my
dreams.

We are far from the days
of  the one-hour oral argu-
ment, the rigidly-adhered-
to standard of  the Rehn-
quist Court and the default
of  the early years of  Chief
Justice John Roberts.
There are some obvious
reasons why oral argu-
ments have gotten longer.
COVID-19 led to the rise of
sequential questioning. To
avoid justices cutting one
another off  over the
phone, Justice Roberts
would call on justices
down the line, in order,
and each would have their
say. Then there was the
(probably justified) worry
that male justices were
interrupting female jus-
tices, and this may also
have led to more calling on
people and going one by
one, so no one’s question
got left unasked.

But the sequential ques-
tioning stayed on post-
COVID and through the
return to in-person oral
argument, and the
increased activity by
women justices (in the first
three months of  the cur-
rent term, Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson was the
most active justice, accord-
ing to an analysis pub-
lished on Scotusblog.com).
We now have arguments
that routinely last much
longer than an hour, up to
the marathon affirmative
action cases: Each took
longer than two hours, and
they totaled nearly five
hours of  oral argument.
But even smaller cases reg-
ularly push the two-hour
mark. So too with many
cases that end up with
unanimous decisions.

No one should deny that
these are important cases,
and they merit careful con-
sideration by the justices.

But it is not as if  the
increased time has led to
obviously better argu-
ments. Rather, it leads to
going down more rabbit
holes as justices pursue
their pet theory, or end up
addressing other justices
rather than the lawyers on
both sides. The sequential
questioning is irresistible
to justices who already like
to hear themselves talking.
And all too often it seems
like justices are increas-
ingly not speaking to the
argument being made in
front of  them but to the
public, in a bad way. The
justices aren’t trying to
make their positions better
understood, but posturing
to score points. This is not
what oral arguments
should be about.

When the arguments go
on too long, people (espe-
cially my students) stop lis-
tening to the whole thing.
They may just listen to the
argument of  one side and
rely on sound bites picked
out by the media and by
partisans for the rest. But
context is important, and
listening to the arguments
of  both sides is important,
especially these days.

And keeping oral argu-
ments to an hour had the
upshot of  focusing the
advocates and the justices.
You had to get to the heart
of  the matter, because the
clock was running. And
frankly, I am less likely
now to tell my students to
“listen to the oral argu-
ment” to help them better
understand the case,
because they don’t have
the time, and the argu-
ments and questions now
seem rambling and digres-
sive. I too am starting to
give up on oral arguments
when they keep me listen-
ing past breakfast.

We need to get back to
the hour-long oral argu-
ment. The time expecta-
tions were fixed, and both
advocates and justices had
to work as best they could
within that time. And I
could sleep better.

••••••••••
Flanders teaches consti-

tutional law and criminal
law at Saint Louis Univer-
sity School of  Law.

Arguments have
become too long

By LISA HOYOS
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

Children across the country
returned to school this year after
enduring the hottest summer in
recorded history, one punctuated by
extreme heat and wildfire smoke that
kept millions shuttered indoors for
days, even weeks, on end. As parents
and families seek solutions to the
mounting climate crisis, they should
embrace the important role that K-12
schools can play in the clean energy
transition.

Schools are huge energy con-
sumers. The more than 130,000 K-12
schools in the United States sit on 2
million acres of  land and consume
about 9% of  all the energy used by
commercial buildings. Transitioning
all schools to 100% clean energy
would cut as much carbon pollution
as retiring 18 coal-fired power plants.

School buildings can also help com-
munities build resilience to climate-
driven disasters. Their gyms and
cafeterias are increasingly used as
emergency shelters. Pairing solar
panels with battery storage can
ensure that these shelters are able to
maintain power and light, as well as
heating or cooling, when power grids
fail.

As a climate justice advocate and a
mom, I’ve worked with students and
parents from Seattle to Salt Lake City
on campaigns to get school boards to
shift to 100% clean energy. Many
school board members thank us for
highlighting all of  the ways that their
districts can benefit from renewables,
including reducing their carbon foot-
prints, saving money on energy bills
and preparing for future crises.

Nationally, K-12 schools spend $8
billion a year on energy costs, their
second-highest expense after person-

nel. When school districts invest in
clean energy, the money they save can
be redirected to students and class-
rooms. U.S. schools can net $2 billion
a year just on energy efficiency meas-
ures alone. In addition, these
upgrades often result in improved
lighting, indoor air quality and com-
fort in classrooms, which in turn
enhance student learning.

Some forward-thinking school dis-
tricts and independent schools have
already made major gains in switch-
ing to clean energy. But as a whole, K-
12 schools and districts must do more
to address the climate crisis. Accord-
ing to a nationally representative sur-
vey conducted by EdWeek, only 30%
of  district leaders report having a
facilities plan that factors in climate
change, and a disappointing 4% have
set targets to reduce their district’s
carbon footprints.

Schools exist to help prepare young
people for their futures. It is indis-
putable that the climate crisis our
children are facing will be even more
bleak if  the United States fails to meet
its target of  cutting emissions by
more than half  of  2005 levels in the
next seven years — in parent-speak,
by the time today’s kindergartners
are in sixth grade. The school sector
can play an important role in helping
to meet our nation’s climate goals,
while simultaneously educating
young people about climate solutions.

To be sure, school districts are gen-

erally underfunded, and while clean
energy saves money in the long run,
financing the upfront costs associat-
ed with installing solar panels or
making buildings more energy effi-
cient can be a barrier.

Fortunately, two federal laws are
investing billions of  dollars to spur
the clean energy transition.

Under the Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA), schools can receive direct
cash payments to finance up to 60%
of  clean energy infrastructure proj-
ects, from solar arrays to geothermal
to fossil-fuel-free heating and cooling
through heat pumps. The Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
includes $5 billion to help electrify
U.S. school buses, which constitute
the nation’s largest mass transit
fleet.

The U.S. Department of  Education
has an essential role to play in ensur-
ing that K-12 schools have the infor-
mation they need to harness the
financial resources newly available
to them to transition their buildings
and buses to clean energy. The
agency has relationships with school
governance bodies throughout the
country and should make sure no
stone is left unturned.

There may be tough decisions to
make in the clean energy transition,
but this isn’t one of  them. The
Department of  Education and school
leaders in the K-12 sector can demon-
strate to young people that their
schools will invest in safeguarding
their futures.

••••••••••
Hoyos is the National Climate

Strategy Director for the League of
Conservation Voters and a Public
Voices Fellow on the Climate Crisis
with The OpEd Project and the Yale
Program on Climate Change Commu-
nication.

Schools can help with transition
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ACT LINDSEY AT      

Indiana State
Department of Agriculture 

The Indiana State
Department of  Agricul-
ture (ISDA) and partners
throughout the state have
worked with the Gulf
Hypoxia Program (GHP)
to develop a no-cost pro-
gram with a focus on
increasing the knowledge
and use of  soil sampling
as a nutrient management
practice to benefit farm
operations. The program,
titled Indiana’s Mississip-
pi River Basin Soil Sam-
pling Program, is open
now for applicants.

“Hoosier farmers care
deeply about the land and
work hard each year to
keep their soil healthy,”
said Lt. Gov. Crouch, Indi-
ana’s Secretary of  Agri-
culture and Rural Devel-
opment. “This free pro-
gram is a great way for
farmers to test their soil
and ensure the proper
nutrients are being uti-
lized on their fields.”

ISDA promotes the
importance of  nutrient
management and the prin-
ciple of  the 4R Nutrient
Stewardship framework.
The 4R framework incor-
porates using the “Right
Source, Right Rate, Right
Time, and Right Place” to
achieve cropping system
goals. The new program
focuses on soil sampling
and testing because it is a
key component, and first
step, of  developing a plan
for nutrient management.

Soil sampling provides
an assessment of  the soil’s
fertility which can be used
for making fertilizer appli-
cation recommendations,
assessing available nutri-
ents over time, increasing
farmer profitability and
enhancing environmental
protection by reducing the
risk of  nutrient loss. This
project was developed to
help further Indiana’s
State Nutrient Reduction
Strategy efforts.

“This free program for
farmers will help them
assess their land so they
can continue to produce as
much food as possible
with fewer fertilizer
inputs. As a farmer
myself, I know how criti-
cal that is,” said Don
Lamb, ISDA director.
“This program would not
be possible without a few
incredible partners whose
top priority is assisting
Hoosier farmers and keep-

ing Hoosier land in great
shape.”

This program includes
row crop fields, pastures
and specialty crops located
within Indiana’s portion of
the Mississippi River
Basin. Participating
landowners will be priori-
tized by fields that have
never been soil sampled
and fields that haven’t been
sampled regularly (i.e.,
within the last 3-4 years).
Further prioritization may
be implemented based on
interest in the program.
This program excludes
hobby gardens and private
lawns. Interested farmers
can sign-up online at
ISDA’s website or by reach-
ing out to
soilsampling@isda.in.gov.

Sign-ups are now open
and ISDA is accepting sign-
ups until April 17, 2024.

Paul Hodgen, president
of  the Indiana Corn Mar-
keting Council, is excited
to bring this program to
fruition. Hodgen is well
versed in soil fertility with
a bachelor's degree in
agronomy, a master's
degree in soil science and a
doctorate degree in agrono-
my and soil fertility. 

“Regular soil sampling
and testing is a critical part
of  a nutrient management
plan to economically pro-
duce a crop,” Hodgen said.
“We look forward to work-
ing with ISDA and other
partners to help Hoosier
farmers continue to make
informed decisions on
nutrient management. Soil
testing is a keystone to sus-
tainably producing a crop.
This effort will further our
goals for nutrient manage-
ment stewardship across
Indiana. This will help us
make smarter decisions
about where to apply nutri-
ents and to spread that data
across more acres. This
program will be a great
way to increase the num-
ber of  farmers who better
understand their soils, and
it will allow them to make
improve management deci-
sions based on good data.”

This program was made
possible thanks to ISDA,
Indiana Soybean Alliance,
Indiana Corn Marketing
Council, Indiana Agricul-
ture Nutrient Alliance
(IANA), Indiana Conserva-
tion Partnership (ICP)
members, U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency,
farmers and Certified Crop
Advisors.

By SHERI MCWHIRTER
mlive.com
Tribune News Service

BRIMLEY, MI — Wild rice
soaked in lake water smells pun-
gent, especially hundreds of
pounds of  it.

The odor is so earthy it’s almost
muddy, even a bit reminiscent of
barnyard manure.

Yet that smell was no matter to
the Bay Mills Indian Communi-
ty’s Biological Services workers
and volunteers who spent two
consecutive mornings in mid-
September slinging handfuls of
the rice into either Spectacle
Lake on the tribe’s reservation, or
into Waishkey Bay on Lake Supe-
rior.

“Mmmm, that smell, can’t you
smell that smell,” sang Wes
Parish, followed by laughter at
his own singing of  the Lynyrd
Skynyrd tune.

Parish, tribal invasive species
expert and Bay Mills citizen, was
in a kayak on the inland
lake Sept. 20, where his technique
for spreading the rice proved
impressive both visually and by
weight class.

“Usually, we don’t have this
breeze and you can use it for your
benefit. What I was doing was I
was paddling out there and then
the wind would push my canoe
and I didn’t have to paddle. So, I

was throwing it up into the wind
and the winds spread and dis-
perses it even more,” Parish said.

He went through more of  the
100-plus-pound sacks of
unprocessed rice than anyone
else on the water that morning.
The goal was to spread the raw
seed harvested from wild rice
beds by tribes
in Wisconsin and Minnesota to
help rebuild those at Bay Mills.

The individual grains of  rice
are shaped like a torpedo,
designed to plummet through the
water to the lake bottom and
sprout another plant in the
spring. Handfuls of  rice dropped
into the water almost resemble
little schools of  tiny fish quickly
swimming in downward direc-

tions.
Wild rice is known

as manoomin or mnomin in
Anishinaabemowin, the native
language of  the Indigenous
Anishinaabe people of  the Great
Lakes, which includes Ojibwe,
Odawa, Potawatomi, and more
tribal nations across both the
United States and Canada. The
word means “good seed” or “good
berry.”

Manoomin is a keystone aquat-
ic plant that is integral to the
Anishinaabe migration story, and
the species once grew widespread
across Michigan and the
entire Upper Great Lakes. But
hundreds of  years of  European
settlement removed it from much
of  the landscape as settlers

trenched and drained natural
waterways, destroying countless
acres of  natural habitat.

Now Great Lakes tribes
like Bay Mills are working to
restore wild rice to the ecosystem
not only to reclaim cultural her-
itage but also to build thriving
beds of  the native species for the
future.

Tribal people across Michi-
gan are more frequently seeding,
harvesting, processing, cooking,
eating, and sharing the wild-
grown food at community events
and educational sessions as part
of  a growing native food sover-
eignty movement.

And Bay Mills was making
good progress with its expanding
wild rice beds in recent years.
That is, until the Canada geese
noticed.

Several consecutive years of
seeding manoomin at Bay
Mills proved productive with
more than 15 acres of  the rice
on Spectacle Lake alone. But
large numbers of  Canada geese
began to eat the tender plants in
the spring before they ever polli-
nated.

That means there is no
manoomin harvest this season
at Bay Mills.

“It’s an annual plant and needs
that seed bank. But what we had
was three or four years of  goose
browse where they basically
knocked down every single plant,
so nothing went to the seed. So
that 15 to 18 acres reduced to
about seven acres,” said Frank
Zomer, Bay Mills fisheries biolo-
gist and manoomin program
leader.

Wild rice grows in the most
pristine waters in Michigan and
the Upper Great Lakes region,
but only under certain condi-
tions. The species remains sus-
ceptible to damage across its life
cycle.

Manoomin is a delicate plant,

particularly in spring during its
most vulnerable “floating leaf”
phase when the plants only have
a single tap root holding them to
soft bottom sediments in 6 inches
to 3 feet of  water.

Zomer said the program’s goal
is to build up the Bay Mills rice
beds large enough that migrating
geese and even spawning carp
in Lake Superior don’t have over-
whelmingly destructive impacts
on the manoomin beds.

“If  we’ve got a big enough
stand of  manoomin you can have
geese being able to hit the edges,
but they just won’t get into it. But
it’s like trying to get up over that
hump, right? Trying to throw
enough seed to get to that stage,”
Zomer said.

The group collectively spread
3,200 pounds of  manoomin dur-
ing the two-day seeding event:
1,400 pounds in Spectacle
Lake and 1,800 pounds in the
northern part of  Waishkey Bay.

Kayla Perron Assinewe,
enrolled citizen and cultural coor-
dinator for Bay Mills, said the
Anishinaabe people started on
the East Coast of  North America,
but migrated west to the Great
Lakes because that’s where
manoomin grew in such abun-
dance.

“When we were told to travel
west, we were told to travel ’til
you find that food that grows on
water. So, I mean, that is kind of
how our entire existence in this
area began, right? We were trav-
eling to find that food. And then
over time we lost it,” she said.

“So, to bring that back to our
communities … it’s not just
bringing back a food source. It’s
bringing back all the teachings
that go with it and the jobs for
each person in the community,
like our women are dancers and,
you know, all of  that is coming
back with it, that history and
teaching.”

Rice restoration
Anishinaabe
are trying

to bring back
crop to the
Great Lakes

Tribune News Service/MLive.com/Sheri McWhirter

Molly, 11, and her mother, Tiffany Escherich, throw
manoomin into Spectacle Lake on Sept. 20  to help reseed
the wild rice beds damaged by Canada geese in the spring.

Soil sampling
program is open
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY OCTOBER 6
TH , 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 225 E Water

St., Portland, IN.
GRASSHOPPER MOW-
ERS – WEIGHT EQUIP-

MENT - MISC
Grasshopper 928D

mower with 1966 hours.
Grasshopper 722D

mower with 1887 hours.
Cub Cadet LTX 1046
22HP mower 46” cut.
John Deere tricycles.
Frigidaire refrigerator.
Amana dryer. Pole

lights. Fluorescent lights.
Utility carts. Nurses cots.
Sweepers. 4 drawer file
cabinets. Tables and
chairs. Paint striper.

Large lot of rubber mat-
ting. Large lot of weight

equipment.
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-

ERAL ITEMS NOT
MENTIONED

OWNER: JAY COUNTY
SCHOOL CORPORA-

TION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s

Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-

land, IN
Saturday Morning
October 7th, 2023

9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
4 pc. wicker set; queen
size beds; bicycle kiddie
cart; school desks; lawn
furniture; fiberglass dou-
ble tubs; dog crate; Car-
nival glass; Roadmaster
boys bike; Huffy boys
bike; several pieces of
furniture that have been
thru a fire and would
make a good project to
paint and/or refinish; and
many other items not

listed.
TOOLS

Porter Cable 5250 watt
generator; Honda snow
blower; snow blower

on Wheel Horse tractor;
Craftsman table saw;
Craftsman air compres-
sor; Craftsman 12V –
210PSI compressor;
wrenches; level; hand
sprayer; leaf blowers;
hedge trimmers; and
many other items not

listed.
BLACK FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY SEPTEM-
BER 30, 2023 TIME

10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 8256 W 550
N. Pennville, Indiana

MOBILE HOME – UTILI-
TY SHED

1983 Empire 14’x70’
mobile home with ton
axles and tires. To be

moved. Home is in good
condition. 10’x12’ utility
shed. To be moved.
SUV – MOWER –
HOUSEHOLD 2012

Chevrolet Captiva SUV
with 46,200 miles.

Chairs, 6 gun cabinet,
720 Grasshopper mower
with 52” cut. Samsung
refrigerator with bottom
freezer, GE electric

range,
2 I-heaters, lighted Curio
cabinet, Hand painted
globe lamp, 2 glider

rockers, rocker recliner. 
OWNER: DELORIS J

BROWN ESTATE/ LOW-
ELL BROWN

PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Pres-
sure washing in Fort
Recovery. Call 419-852-
0309. 
HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 
THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position.
Requirement, must have
training. Applications
may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall by
calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon. 

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502  
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
EQUIPMENT FOR
SALE 42inch mower
deck never used, fits
Cub Cadet Gt-2000
$300, 6 foot wide Ford
disk $400, John Deere-
45 gallon sprayer, elec-
tric pump, never used
$500. Redkey area. Call
765- 789-4369  

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 110 HELP WANTED
190 FARMERS 

COLUMN

READ THE CR 
THEN RECYCLE

Public Notice
The following will be sold for

charges: 
2467 E 200 N PORTLAND 
On 10/17/2023 @ 10:00 AM 

2001 MERCURY
1ZWFT61L415615726 $1,910.00 

1999 OLDSMOBILE
1G3HN52K8X4806641 $1,760.00 

2008 FORD
1FMCU03Z28KB47444 $1,760.00 

1998 HONDA
1HGCG5643WA035250 $1,910.00
CR 9-29-2023 - HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

The Commercial Review
Friday, September 29, 2023 Sports/Classifieds Page 7

Continued from page 8
The Cougars finished

with 597 points to place
20th out of  37 teams.
Augustana University
placed first with 80 points.

The Cougars’ top run-
ner was Alex Ebetino,
who finished 23rd. Ella
Dubs took the final scor-
ing position for St. Fran-

cis, crossing the finish
line at 27:11.2 for 262nd
place.

Whitley Rammel
FRHS — 2022

Recorded six blocks in
the East Tennessee State
University volleyball
team’s 21-25, 25-19, 25-20,
22-25, 15-7 loss to the West-

ern Carolina Catamounts
on Sept. 21.

Along with the five
assisted blocks, Rammel
had seven kills through
the five sets to be respon-
sible for 9.5 points.

She also had a dig in the
contest.

Rammel only recorded
one dig while playing one

set during the Bucca-
neers’ 23-25, 15-25, 25-20,
27-25, 15-4 loss to the Fur-
man Paladins on Satur-
day.

Anhely Montes
Jay County — 2020

Played 135 minutes in a
1-0 loss and a 1-1 tie for
the Anderson University

women's soccer team
over the past week.

The loss came to Wilm-
ington College. Alex Wil-
son scored the only goal
19:08 into the game.

The Ravens (3-3-2, 0-0-1
Heartland Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference) opened
up conference play with a
1-1 tie against Franklin

College. The Ravens
scored first when Kennedy
Hurst found the net 13
minutes into the contest.

Anderson couldn’t hold
on as Maddison Clay-
brooke scored a goal to tie
the game with only 33 sec-
onds left to play.

Montes didn’t take any
shots during the games.

Continued from page 8
The problem was further

recognized Oct. 29, 2021, in
a playoff  game against
Monroe Central that has
since been named the
“Mud Bowl” because play-
ers were covered with mud
from head to toe because
rainy weather and poor
drainage.

After that game, the
school knew they needed to
do something about the
field, either tearing it up
and replanting it or
installing artificial turf.
With Moser, Clouser-Pen-
rod and athletic director
Jason Arnold pushing for

artificial turf, the school
board approved.

The project moved along
quickly, with construction
starting in June and the
field being finished last
week. Before South Adams
could work specifically on
the artificial turf, it had to
fix all of  the drainage
issues and then work on
other parts of  the project
like sidewalks that go
around the campus along-
side the field.

“To the naked eye, every-
body sees the turf,”
Clouser-Penrod said. “But
there's so much more that
we've improved, that peo-

ple won't even remember
what it was like before and
we're just really thankful
for that improvement as
well.”

The team got to practice
on the field for the first
time Sept. 21 and Moser
brought out some of  the
youth athletes to join the
varsity squad on the field
for the first practice.

“The first taste was awe-
some,” Moser said. “Espe-
cially the youth parents
messaging me and texting
me about how cool it was
and that the kids can’t stop
talking about it.”

The Starfires have two

home games remaining on
their schedule — tonight
against Jay County and
Oct. 13 against Southern
Wells.

With the home opener,
homecoming and a project-
ed close game —
calpreps.com projects Jay
County (4-2, 2-2 Allen Coun-
ty Athletic Conference) to
win by one point while
John Harrell has the
Starfires (3-3, 0-3 ACAC) as
a one-point favorite —
Moser is expecting a great
atmosphere for the game.

“It’s like what you see in
the movies with the small,
tight knit community that

and the town closed down
on Friday nights,” Moser
said. “It’s going to be an
electric atmosphere with a
packed house and a good
game. They are on the rise
and we are trying to main-
tain (our success) … so it’s
a huge game for us as well.”

With the installation at
South Adams this year and
Jay County following suit
with its own project to
begin after the school year,
five out of  the seven ACAC
schools will have artificial
turf  football fields.
(Bluffton, Heritage and
Woodlan already have arti-
ficial turf.)

While the use of  artifi-
cial turf  is growing, South
Adams is still proud of  the
uniqueness it brings them
at the Class 1A level and
from the checkered pat-
tern on the sidelines
(which represent the cross
country and track ath-
letes).

“We are one of  the few
1A schools that have turf,”
Moser said. “That’s pretty
unique to us. …

“That’s not something
that you see on a lot of
turf  fields, in high school
especially, the checker-
board, so that’s pretty neat
and unique.”

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Football at South Adams – 7
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Football vs. Marion Local –
7 p.m.              

Saturday
Jay County — Cross Country at Winchester

Invitational – 9 a.m.; Volleyball Patriot Volleyball
Invitational  – 9:30 a.m.; Boys soccer vs. Oak
Hill – 10 a.m.;  Potential boys tennis sectional
championship – 11 a.m.; Junior High volleyball
Invitational – 9:30 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Volleyball at Lady Knight
Invite – 9 a.m.; JV football at Marion Local – 10
a.m.; Middle school volleyball vs. Mississinawa
Valley – 10 a.m.

TV sports
Today

1:30 a.m. — 44th Ryder Cup Matches (USA)
7 p.m. — College football: Louisville at N.C.

State (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at

Connecticut Sun (ESPN2)
8:15 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at St.

Louis Cardinals (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — College football: Utah at Oregon
State (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at Dal-
las Wings (ESPN2)

10:15 p.m. — College football: Cincinnati at
BYU (ESPN)

Saturday
1:35 a.m. — 44th Ryder Cup Matches (USA)
3 a.m. — 44th Ryder Cup Matches (NBC)
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Brighton &

Hove Albion at Aston Villa (USA)
10 p.m. — Premier League: Crystal Palace

at Manchester United (USA)
12 p.m. — College football: Penn State at

Northwestern (BTN); USC at Colorado (FOX);
Florida at Kentucky (ESPN); Clemson at Syra-
cuse (ABC); UAB at Tulane (ESPN2)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Liverpool at
Tottenham Hotspur (USA)

3:30 p.m. — College football: Georgia at
Auburn (CBS); Michigan at Nebraska (FOX);
Kansas at Texas (ABC); Indiana at Maryland
(BTN); Baylor at UCF (FS1)

4 p.m. — College football: Boise State at
Memphis (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — College football: Iowa State at
Oklahoma (FS1)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Boston Red Sox at Balti-
more Orioles (FOX); Cincinnati Reds at St. Louis

Cardinals (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Notre Dame

at Duke (ABC); Michigan State at Iowa (NBC)
8 p.m. — College football: West Virginia at

TCU (ESPN2)
10:30 p.m. — College football: Nevada at

Fresno State (FS1)

Local notes
Turkey Trot sign-up open

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 16th
annual Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 4, at the
Cooper Farms Turkey Harvesting Plant in St.
Henry, Ohio.

New ...

For the
score

Jay County High
School’s Brayden Collins
takes a shot to score a goal
during the Patriots’ 8-0 over
Blackford on Tuesday. Collins’
score came with 21:10 left in
the first half, when he
dribbled the ball all the way
from the midfield on a
fastbreak.

Check-up ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko



In 2020, they were play-
ing together at Fort Site
Fieldhouse. On Sept. 22,
they faced off  against
each other.

Paige Fortkamp and
Allysen Fullenkamp —
both graduates of  Fort
Recovery High School —
squared off  as the Indi-
ana Wesleyan University
volleyball team beat the
University of  St. Francis
25-20, 25-13, 25-23.

Fortkamp had eight
kills and a block. She
recorded a .227 hitting
percentage. She also had
nine digs and 12 assists.

Fullenkamp played in
two of  the three sets,
recording one dig.

Fortkamp also played
in a pair of  losses to Mar-
ion and Spring Arbor.
She recorded seven kills
and four blocks against
Marion.

She tied with three
other players for a match-
high 12 kills against
Spring Arbor. 

With only five errors
on 36 attempts, she
earned a .194 hitting per-
centage. She also had 11
assists and nine digs.

Jayln Bruns
FRHS — 2022

Finished third as an
individual in the River
States Conference Fall
Preview at Glade Springs
Resort on Monday. 

Bruns did not compete
as a part of  the IU-East
Red Wolves, but rather as
an individual during the

first round Monday while
Lainey Jackson compet-
ed in the second round
Tuesday.

She shot an 87, which
was 15 strokes over par,
to finish third in the com-
petition.

Jackson placed first
while shooting an 83.

Payton Schechter of
Midway University shot
the best score of  players
who competed in both
rounds, shooting a 158 (14
over par).

Lindy Wood
Jay County — 2022

Crossed the finish line
in 27 minutes, 30.9 sec-
onds, at the Roy Griak
Invitational on Sept. 22 at
Les Bolstad Golf  Course
at the University of  Min-
nesota.

The time earned her a
279th-place finish, scor-
ing 194th for the St. Fran-
cis University women's
cross country team.

She didn’t score, but
was the sixth runner for
the Cougars to cross the
finish line.

Gianna Bomarito of
Sonoma State University
won the event, running a
time of  21:44.2.

See Check-up page 7
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Sports
Friday, September 29, 2023

Jay County football
travels to South Adams,
see Sports on tap

Fortkamp and Fullenkamp
face off against each other,

see Collegiate check-up

New look FRHS grads
square off

Special to The Commercial Review/Mark Wynn

Pictured is an aerial view of South Adams High School’s new football field. The field has
turf and will be used by the football and soccer teams as well as physical education classes. 

South Adams football will play first home game on
new turf today against Jay County

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

BERNE — Today
marks week seven of  the
high school football sea-
son.

It also marks the first
home game for the
Starfires this year.

The Jay County High
School football team’s
visit to South Adams
tonight will mark the
Starfires’ homecoming

and their first game on
their new home artificial
turf  in 2023 following the
completion of  a renova-
tion of  their field.

Through the first six
weeks of  the season,
South Adams was sched-
uled to play two home
games — Aug. 25 against
Bellmont and Sept. 8
against Heritage. For
those two games, the
Starfires had to make the

12-minute trip north to
Adams Central High
School in Monroe.

“That was definitely
frustrating,” SAHS
coach Grant Moser said.
“But what I told (South
Adams Schools superin-
tendent) Michelle
Clouser-Penrod was if
we're gonna get turf, I
don't care if  we miss
some home games.”

South Adams didn’t

initially expect to replace
its football field. Two
years ago, the school was
working with engineers
to solve drainage prob-
lems near the field, the
outfield of  the baseball
diamond to the north and
surrounding areas. 

That process helped
them uncover a lack of
drainage under the foot-
ball field.

See New page 7

Collegiate
Check-up


