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Paul Saunders, 69, Redkey
Jerry Lofton Jr., 64,

Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  73 degrees Friday.
Rain is expected today with

a high in the lower 60s.
Tonight’s low will be in the
mid 40s with more rain and
winds gusting to 30 miles per
hour. Sunday will be windy
with a high in the mid 50s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

The inaugural Jay County
Fair Board Cards, Comics,
Coins & Collectibles Show is
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
today in the Bubp Building at
Jay County Fairgrounds.
Admission is free.

Tuesday — Results from
the JCHS volleyball team in
the sectional tournament.

Wednesday — Coverage
of  next week’s Jay School
Board meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Though it hasn’t been

used for its original pur-
pose in more than seven
decades, the former
schoolhouse remains
the hub of  Salamonia.
Town council meet-

ings are held there.
It has hosted commu-

nity gatherings such as
Thanksgiving dinners.
It is available for rent

for wedding receptions,
graduation parties and
other events.
“It’s used for every-

thing, from births to
funerals,” said Salamo-
nia clerk-treasurer Con-
nie Southworth.
At more than a centu-

ry old, though, it needed
some help.
Thanks to a variety of

funding sources, the
town of  148 residents in
southeast Jay County
completed projects this
year to help keep Salam-
onia Schoolhouse Com-
munity Center stable
and accessible into the
future.
“This is the only

thing we have in Salam-
onia to remember it by,”
said Don Shauver, a
long time town board
member. “It’s of  histori-
cal value to everybody
that knows about it.”
See Schoolhouse page 2

By MARY ELLEN MCINTIRE
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service
WASHINGTON — House Judi-

ciary Chairman Jim Jordan
became Republicans’ nominee
for speaker Friday, winning a
secret ballot election against
Georgia Rep. Austin Scott, a last-
minute entrant into the race.
The 124-81 vote came after Jor-

dan, a founder of  the House Free-
dom Caucus who became an ally
of  former Speaker Kevin
McCarthy in recent years, lost an
internal House Republican con-
ference vote to Majority Leader
Steve Scalise of  Louisiana earli-
er this week.
Scalise withdrew his name late

Thursday because several Repub-
licans wouldn’t support him as
the nominee, depriving him of
enough votes to be elected by a
majority of  the full House. Jor-
dan, R-Ohio, announced Friday
morning he would again seek the
party’s nomination.
It wasn’t immediately clear

when Republicans would bring
Jordan’s nomination to the floor
for a vote, but at least one law-
maker said it could slip until
after the weekend. Some GOP
lawmakers have left town amid
the protracted battle to succeed
McCarthy, R-Calif., and some
members cited attendance con-
cerns Friday given the House’s
narrow party split.

Now, Jordan faces the same
challenge Scalise did: whether he
can earn the support of  217
Republicans needed to win a
floor vote. It’s not clear whether
he’ll be able to do so, especially
with raw feelings throughout the
conference after another chaotic
week.
Jordan’s victory Friday was

just a little larger than Scalise’s
113-99 win on Wednesday, which
portends trouble on the floor for
the Ohioan just it did for Scalise.
“I’m concerned that we had a

bunch of  Jordan supporters that
refused to help out Steve yester-
day after Steve rightfully won.
It’s not right. It’s a violation of
our rules. And when you reward

bad behavior, you get more of  it.
So I struggle with that,” said
Nebraska GOP Rep. Don Bacon,
who didn’t say if  he would sup-
port Jordan before the vote on
Friday.
Some of  Scalise’s vocal sup-

porters were also still smarting
from his withdrawal on Friday.
One Scalise ally, Florida Rep.
Vern Buchanan, said he didn’t
believe Jordan could get to 217
votes and that a quick turn-
around to considering his bid
was unfair to any challengers.
“I like Jim, but I just think that

Steve got a raw deal,” Buchanan
said. “I think he’s worked hard,
he’s earned it and I think if  (Jor-
dan) would’ve given him a little

bit more support — that really
changed my mind a little bit on
Jim Jordan.”
Still, Jordan’s backers project-

ed confidence he could lock down
the conference’s support.
And in a potential move to

show broader support among dif-
ferent factions of  the GOP, Reps.
Dusty Johnson of  South Dakota,
the Main Street Caucus chair;
Kevin Hern of  Oklahoma, leader
of  the conservative Republican
Study Committee; and Nicole
Malliotakis of  New York were set
to give nominating speeches for
Jordan before Friday’s vote,
according to a source familiar
with the plans.

See Nominate page 2

Republicans agree to nominate Jordan

Schoolhouse project
READI, wind farm and ARPA funded work

Salamonia’s Schoolhouse Community
Center got a new ramp and tuck pointing thanks
to federal, state and local funding. The building
has stood since 1911 and serves as the hub for
the smallest municipality in Jay County.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

An apple
a day ...

Modified bobbing for
apples was one of the
activities Thursday as
Jay County Public Library
hosted Fall Into Fun at
the Library. The event
also  offered an indoor
maze, wagon rides,
crafts, free mini
pumpkins and the
opportunity to  decorate
the apples in caramel
and other sweet treats.
Pictured at right, Josie
Lyons, 4, snags an
apple before dressing it
up in candy. At left,
Nation Kiwanuka, 5,
takes a bite out of his
caramel apple.



Failed to stop
A Portland man failed to

stop at the intersection of
Race and Pleasant streets
in Portland, causing an
accident about 4:42 p.m.
Wednesday.
Javier Gomez, 23, was

driving a 2006 Hyundai
Sonata west on Race Street
when he failed to stop at the
intersection with Pleasant
Street, according to a
report from Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office. (Traffic on
Race Street stops at the
intersection.) Gomez con-
tinued west, hitting a
southbound 2017 Ford
Explorer driven by 25-year-
old Carly Grieshop of  Port-
land. Both vehicles were
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $10,000 and
$25,000. Gomez was cited
with infractions for failing
to stop at a stop sign and for
driving without a license.

Intersection crash
A Portland teen drove in

front of  oncoming traffic at
the intersection of  Indiana
1 and county road 400
South, causing a three-car
accident about 6:57 a.m.
Monday.
Ryan B. Griffin, 16, was

stopped along county road
400 South facing west. At

the same time, a 2015 Jeep
Cherokee driven by 79-year-
old Cecil C. Green of
Dunkirk was going south
on Indiana 1. Griffin con-
tinued into the intersec-
tion, driving in front of
Green’s vehicle. Green was-
n’t able to avoid hitting
Griffin’s car, causing Grif-
fin to crash into a 2016 Ford
Fusion driven by 33-year-
old Ashley N. Burress of
Hartford City stopped on
the other side of  the inter-
section along county road
400 South.
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LEADERSHIP
EXPERIENCE
DEDICATION

and 
FAMILY VALUES

(pd for by the Geesaman for mayor committee)

Mayor Randy
GEESAMAN

Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion
Part Time: Fridays from 1pm-6pm 
and occasional weekend hours

The front desk attendant is responsible for building and
maintaining customer relations while placing an emphasis
on excellent membership services. This position is
responsible for providing knowledge of operations and
programs provided by the Arthur & Gloria Muselman
Wellness Pavilion.

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send
Resume to brianae@swissvillage.org.

FRONT DESK ATTENDANT

Twenty-five years ago
this week, there was a hic-
cup with a planned hous-
ing project.
The Oct. 13, 1998, edi-

tion of  The Commercial
Review featured a story
about a roadblock in the
planned construction of  a
housing subdivision off
of  the east side of  Blaine
Pike on the south side of
Portland.
A public hearing had

been scheduled on the
project — it called for 33
new homes — but could
not be held because resi-
dents who were supposed
to be notified had not been
contacted. (By law, all

property owners within
500 feet of  the proposed
subdivision needed to be
notified in person or by
certified mail by the devel-
oper.)
Because property own-

ers had not been notified,
the meeting was resched-
uled for the following
month. But local officials
and developer Biggs Inc.
indicated they did not
expect the delay to be an
issue.
Corey Williams of

Bonar Group, Fort Wayne,
which was the city’s con-
sultant for the project,
said he would make the
notifications.

Bidding for the infra-
structure improvements
was still planned for
December 1998, with per-
mitting to follow in early
1999. A $500,000 Commu-
nity Focus Fund grant
from Indiana Department
of  Commerce was being
used to pay for the infra-
structure.
Ralph Biggs of  Biggs

Inc. said he was hopeful
construction could begin
that spring.
“We can’t actually build

any new homes in there
until they get some curbs
and such started,” he said.
He explained that the

majority of  the homes in

the subdivision would be
between 1,100 and 1,300
square feet plus a two-car
garage. The terms of  the
state grant called for
homes to be listed

between $75,000 and
$92,000.
Several Portland Plan

Commission members
had expressed concerns
about surface water

drainage, but Williams
noted that separate sani-
tary and storm sewer sys-
tems would be installed in
order to address that
issue.

Retrospect

Bonar Group

This plat drawing shows a 33-home subdivision that was in the
planning stages in late 1998. The streets that were constructed became
Honeysuckle Lane and Dogwood Lane.

Housing project hit
temporary roadblock

Monday
Hough, Tom: 11 a.m., Down-

ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100

Washington St., Geneva.

Lofton, Jerry: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Saunders, Paul: Portland

Church of Christ, 1217 W. Votaw

St., Portland. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Paul S. Saunders, Redkey,
July 1, 1954-Oct. 12, 2023.
Services will be at 11 a.m.
Tuesday at Portland Church
of Christ, 1217 W. Votaw St.,
Portland.

Jerry Lofton Jr., Dunkirk,
Nov. 12, 1958-Oct. 11,
2023. Services will be at 2
p.m. Monday at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1
The schoolhouse, built in

1911 adjacent to its prede-
cessor that was constructed
in 1887, had some clear
maintenance needs.
It was in need of  a new

Americans with Disabili-
ties Act accessible ramp.
The one that was installed
when the town added on to
the building with ADA
accessible restrooms in
2006 had been problematic
for years. Running parallel
to the south side of  the
building and then making a
90-degree turn to the south,
it was difficult to maneuver
and not quite as wide as it
needed to be.
The interior walls of  the

building were also bub-
bling because of  water
leaking through the brick.
The town was able to

address those two issues
this year.
A new ramp that angles

from the east side of  the
restrooms to the walkway
leading to the main
entrance — it has no turns
— is in place. It was funded
in large part by funding
from the first round of  the
state’s Regional Economic
Acceleration and Develop-
ment Initiative (READI).
(Currently, proposals for
READI 2.0 are in the plan-
ning stages.)
The East Central Region

— Jay, Randolph, Black-
ford, Grant, Henry, Wayne,

Delaware and Fayette —
received $15 million that
went to 19 projects. The
Salamonia Schoolhouse
Community Center got
$9,000 for the ramp, with
the remaining cost covered
by money passed on to the
town from economic devel-
opment payments for wind
farm projects.
“This grant has felt like a

once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity,” said Shauver. “We
wouldn’t have been able to
make these repairs without
it.”
“READI investments

have been instrumental to
fill gaps for projects that
have a profound impact on
communities throughout
the East Central region,”
said Trevor Friedeberg,
president and CEO of  the
East Central Indiana
Regional Partnership in a
press release. “The Salamo-
nia Schoolhouse READI
project is a shining exam-
ple of  how communities of
all sizes have been able to
realize the positive impact
of  the program. We are
very proud of  this project
and the work being done by
the residents of  Salamonia
to lift up their community.”
Salamonia addressed the

water issue with some tuck-
pointing work paid for with
federal coronavirus relief
funds through the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act.
Shauver speaks proudly

about the history of  the
schoolhouse, which served
first through eighth grade
students from 1911 through
1950. He shares stories
about how the students
would wash up for lunch —
there was no indoor
plumbing — and play teth-
erball during recess. (The
original pole is still in
place.)
After it was closed as a

school, for a time the build-
ing was used as storage for
the town’s firetruck. Now
restored as a community
center, it can hold up to
about 75 and is rented out
almost every week.
Future improvement

plans call for fixing the
plaster inside where dam-
age is visible from mois-
ture leaking in and refur-
bishing the windows,
which are original to the
building. It’s all part of  the
mission to preserve this
history of  the town.
“I think it’s our responsi-

bility to preserve it and
carry it on to the next gen-
eration,” said Southworth,
thanking all those who
helped make the most
recent renovations possi-
ble. “I would hate to imag-
ine not having at least this
central meeting place in
this town. We would have
nothing.
“I think the building

itself  is very important to
the Town of  Salamonia.”

Schoolhouse ...

Continued from page 1
Scott, a last-minute addition who

announced he would run for speaker only
hours before the vote on Friday, had also
said he would vote against Jordan for
speaker.
“If  we’re going to be the majority party

we need to act like it,” Scott told reporters.
“I care more about the conference and us
doing our job than I care about who the
speaker is.”

“When I woke up this morning I had no
intentions of  doing this,” he added, noting
that he hadn’t whipped his bid. “But I
believe if  we as Republicans are going to
be the majority, we have to do the right
things the right way and we’re not doing
that right now.”
Republicans met earlier Friday to con-

sider potential rule changes, but two pro-
posals were rejected and two others
weren’t officially offered. 

Nominate ...

Capsule Reports

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-3-7
Daily Four: 1-4-3-7
Quick Draw: 6-9-13-20-

25-29-41-42-43-44-46-48-53-
61-62-68-70-71-75-77

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 1-7-8
Pick 4: 5-1-9-1
Pick 5: 0-3-0-2-1
Evening

Pick 3: 5-5-3
Pick 4: 0-1-7-1
Pick 5: 8-6-2-4-8
Rolling Cash 5: 4-7-17-

30-38
Jackpot: $100,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $48

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.23
Oct. corn ..................4.88
Wheat ......................5.06

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.38
Oct. corn ..................4.88
Oct./Nov. corn ........4.73

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.68
Dec. corn ..................4.78
Beans ......................12.32

Dec. beans ..............12.75
Wheat ......................4.95

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.63
Oct. corn ..................4.68
Beans ......................12.37
Nov. beans ..............12.47
Wheat .......................5.39

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.78
Nov. corn ..................4.63
Beans ......................12.13
Jan. Beans..............12.21
Wheat ......................4.90

In 1066, during the
Battle of  Hastings, the
invading army of
William, duke of  Nor-
mandy, defeated King
Harold II of  England.
The feat came to be
known as the Norman
Conquest.
In 1926, “Winnie-the-

Pooh” was published.
The popular teddy bear
character debuted in a
collection of  short sto-
ries created by British
author A.A. Milne.
In 1947, American Air

Force test pilot Chuck
Yeager became the first

person to break the
sound barrier, flying an
experimental aircraft at
Mach 1.07 at an altitude
of  45,000 feet.
In 1964, Martin

Luther King Jr. won the
Nobel Prize for Peace.
In 2013, Jay County

Commissioners put in a
$30,000 offer for a prop-
erty owned by Robert
Shier near Jay County
Jail. The county ulti-
mately purchased the
piece of  land and
expanded the parking lot
for the jail.

—The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive ses-
sion, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council work

session, village hall, 201
S. Main St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works special
meeting, mayor’s office,
city hall, 321 N. Meridian
St., Portland.

CR almanac

54/41 53/41 56/39 62/45 64/45
Wind gusts

as high as 20
mph are
expected Sun-
day. At night,
the low may
hit 41.

There’s a
30% chance
of showers
Thursday
under partly
sunny skies.

Wednes-
day’s fore-
cast shows
mostly sunny
skies with a
high of 62
degrees.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a high of
53 degrees.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are in the
forecast for
Tuesday, when
the high will
be 56.

Sunday
10/15

Monday
10/16

Tuesday
10/17

Wednesday
10/18

Thursday
10/19



By JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service
Q. My husband’s two

kids go back and forth
between their mother
and our homes. At first
she was very cooperative.
We were even sort of
friends, but for some rea-
son she has recently
become short tempered,
horrible actually, and I
hesitate to compare notes
like I should. I’m eight
months pregnant and I
don’t need the stress.
What’s good ex-etiquette?
A. Hmmm … hopefully

you will once again trust
me to read between the
lines, but this is what I
suspect is happening —
and one of  those psycho-
logical sticky points that
few want to openly admit.

That fact that you are
having a child soon has
changed the pecking
order. You are now offi-
cially peers.
Many former partners

have confided that no
matter what went on
between the exes, the one
thing they had that set
them apart from their
ex’s current partner was
that she was the mother
of  his children. You
being pregnant, she no

longer holds that exclu-
sive title and within that
context she may be hav-
ing trouble adjusting.
You have to look at the
history, but if  her atti-
tude changed about the
time your pregnancy
began to show, there’s
your answer. And, the
more the kids come home
talking about how excit-
ed they are that they are
going to have a new
brother or sister, or that
the new baby will be the
ultimate bond between
their family members,
the more irked about the
situation she may
become. Not that she
wants anything to really
change, she probably
likes you if  you were

friendly in the past. It’s
just something she has to
get used to.
If  you put yourself  in

her shoes (Good ex-eti-
quette for parents rule
#7) her children’s excite-
ment about something so
far removed from her can
be disconcerting. Many
parents have trouble real-
izing their children actu-
ally have a life at the
other home. Their life is
put on hold when the
children leave and go to
the other home, so obvi-
ously that’s how the chil-
dren must feel. It’s not.
Their life goes on. Add
the kids constantly talk-
ing about a new sibling
brings the problem home
— literally. So she tends

to get a little crabby
when she has to interact
with you.
Time will heal this —

especially since you were
once cordial, which
points to the fact that she
actively attempts to co-
parent in the best inter-
est of  the kids. I encour-
age you to initiate a tact-
ful conversation that dis-
cusses how she sees your
child fitting in her chil-
dren’s lives. Her support
and willingness to
include your child in her
children’s activities will
greatly contribute to an
easy transition for every-
one. And, another impor-
tant consideration - make
sure she knows you
respect her as the exist-

ing children’s mother
and that her importance
as their mother will not
be diminished by the
addition to your family.
Sounds crazy? When the
kids go back and forth, if
there’s a big event at one
house, the other house is
affected. How you handle
those big events deter-
mines how well adjusted
the kids are. That’s good
ex-etiquette.

••••••••
Jann Blackstone is the

author of  “Ex-etiquette
for Parents: Good Behav-
ior After Divorce or Sepa-
ration,” and the founder
of  Bonus Families, bonus-
families.com. Email her
at exetiquette.com at
dr.jann@exetiquette.com.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
LOCALS MARKET — Is

held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information,
contact The Flower Nook
at (260) 726-7166.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.

Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing

support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 
PORTLAND EVENING

OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
ALZHEIMER'S CARE-

GIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Will meet at 5:30 p.m.
the third Tuesday of  each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library community

room. For more informa-
tion, call Deb Tipton at
(260) 729-2806 or Elasha
Lennartz at (765) 729-4567.
FRIENDS OF JAY

COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of  each
month at the library.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
GAMMA ALPHA

CHAPTER OF PSI IOTA
XI — Will meet at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 17, at the
Disabled American Veter-
ans building. For more
information, call Jane E.
Switzer at (260) 726-2626.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.
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For Jay County Schools 
October 15-21

Monday: Main Entrees: Classic Chicken Sanwich, Alternate
Entrees: Muffin. Yogurt & Cheese Fun Lunch,
Popcorn Chicken Salad Bake, Breadstick, Sides
for all meals: Smile Potatoes

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Pepperoni Pizza Pasta Base, Garlic
Breadstick, Alternate Entrees: Muffin. Yogurt &
Cheese Fun Lunch, Popcorn Chicken Salad Bake,
Garlic Breadstick, Sides for all meals: Seasoned
Zucchini

Wednesday: FALL BREAK

Thursday: FALL BREAK

Friday: FALL BREAK

112 North Ship Street, Portland, IN 
(260) 726-4710

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I was married
for 20 years. We met when I was
13. Our relationship continued
through high school and col-
lege. We later married and had
three children. I held down a
full-time job while taking care
of  a large house, running the
children to practices, helping
with homework, etc. 
Our marriage fell apart, and

we divorced seven years ago. We
always attended our children’s
events together and stayed con-
nected as each child left the nest
and our oldest got married. We
both dated others during this
time, and I met someone I loved
more than anyone I had ever
loved before. But that relation-
ship fell apart due to his infi-
delity. 
Two years ago, my ex-hus-

band and I began our relation-
ship anew. We went to counsel-
ing and everything was going

well. We bought a house togeth-
er and are living under one roof
with our youngest son. The
issue is, we have fallen back
into the same old pattern. My
husband is rude to me and our
son. He’s also annoying, and
repeats the same conversations
over and over. I no longer have
any physical attraction to him. 
At this point in my life (I am

in my 50s), I don’t want to go
back out in the dating world,
but I miss the companionship
and attention I found doing so.
Our youngest son is a senior

this year and will be going to
college. I still own a house (cur-
rently on the market), and I
could return to it, but because
he put my name on the new
house, it would be a hassle to
balance both. I’m not happy, but
I don’t know what to do. —
STRUCK OUT TWICE
DEAR STRUCK OUT: If

your partner’s repetitiveness
is new behavior, get him to
his doctor for a thorough
physical and neurological
examination, because there
may be something happening
with his health. If  that’s not
the case, you two may need
more relationship counseling
to bring you back to the place
you were when you reunited. 
If  counseling fails to

achieve the desired result,
you will then have to decide
what’s more important to
you — staying in a loveless

relationship or gambling on
living a different life and
possibly being alone. (I
know what I would do.) But
if  you are more afraid of
being alone than living the
rest of  your life with some-
one who verbally abuses you
and your son, this is a deci-
sion you must make for
yourself. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have a friend I

grew close to a few years ago.
After she moved an hour away,
we saw each other only occa-
sionally. I have come to realize
that I’m no longer interested in
the friendship. She focuses
mostly on herself, and I no
longer enjoy her company.  I
started communicating less and
less often with her in an effort
to let the relationship fade away,
hoping the distance would allow
for a more natural break. It has

been a few years since I have
communicated with her, but she
continues to email, text and
contact me on social media. I
have not responded. Should I
have handled this differently? I
didn’t formally say goodbye,
largely because I didn’t know
what to say to end it. Please
help. — AT A LOSS FOR
WORDS IN ILLINOIS
DEAR AT A LOSS: Because

such a long time has elapsed
since you were close, I don’t
think any “announcements”
are necessary. If  her mes-
sages and posts annoy you,
simply block them.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Dear
Abby

Rekindled flame begins flickering again

Is pregnancy causing the problem?
Ex-

Etiquette

Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Star Tribune
Tribune News Service
One doesn’t have to be Roman

Catholic to appreciate the chal-
lenges facing Pope Francis or the
courage he has shown in meet-
ing them. Now the church is
beginning a three-week synod in
Rome, where participants will
tackle such questions as the role
of  women in church governance,
celibacy of  the clergy and the
church’s stance toward the
LGBTQ community.
Among some Catholic leaders,

just to raise such topics threat-
ens a departure from treasured
orthodoxy — even schism. In the
months leading up to the synod,
Francis has urged Catholic lead-
ers not to fear the discussion.
And he has repeatedly expressed
his view that a Christian life
demands “concrete actions.”
Roman Catholic doctrine is

none of  the Star Tribune Edito-

rial Board’s business. A church’s
freedom to practice religion is as
fundamental as a newspaper’s
freedom to practice journalism
— and both of  those rights reside
in the protections afforded by the
First Amendment. Yet the
Catholic Church and affiliated
agencies exert a considerable
influence — around the world,
across the United States and
here in Minnesota — in ways
that transcend doctrine.
About 1 in 5 Minnesotans iden-

tifies as Catholic, but many more
are directly touched by the
church’s work. A child in central

Minnesota need not be Catholic
to benefit from the help of
Catholic Charities of  St. Cloud.
A woman in the Twin Cities need
not be Catholic to feel the effects
of  the church’s efforts to curb
abortions. The unsuccessful 2012
campaign to pass a constitution-
al ban on same-sex marriage in
Minnesota was promulgated by
the Rev. John Nienstedt, then the
archbishop of  the Archdiocese
of  St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Clearly, non-Catholics have an

interest and a stake in how the
Catholic Church regards women
and how it treats members of  the
LGBTQ community. It’s signifi-
cant that the synod will include
the voices of  women as full par-
ticipants in its deliberations
about the life of  the church. At
previous such meetings, voting
membership was limited to men.
Now, out of  about 365 voting
members, 54 are women. That’s

not quite 15%, but it is infinitely
more than zero.
What’s more, Francis has indi-

cated a possible willingness to
consider allowing Catholic cler-
gy to bless same-sex unions. He
stops well short of  referring to
such unions as marriages, and
he does not go so far as to suggest
that such unions could be per-
formed by priests or celebrated
in churches. But he has opened
the door a crack, and even that
much change is enough to
arouse the ire of  some church
leaders.
A five-member group of  con-

servative retired cardinals has
warned that the faithful might
fall prey to “confusion, error and
discouragement” on several
issues to be discussed at the
synod, such as opening the
priesthood to women. The cardi-
nals challenged the pope to reaf-
firm traditional church teach-

ing, citing Pope John Paul II’s
assertion that the church had
“no authority” to ordain women
as priests.
Francis declined to contradict

John Paul, now regarded as a
saint, but allowed that the ordi-
nation of  women “can be a sub-
ject of  study.” (In Minnesota, the
Pew Research Center has found
that Catholic women outnumber
Catholic men, 53% to 47%.) But
that simple assertion that study
is needed may border on heresy
in the eyes of  some.
In his reply to the cardinals,

Francis wrote that it is part of
the church’s mission to ensure
that “all the People of  God …
make their voice heard.” Canni-
ly, he added that “with these very
questions you manifest your
need to participate, to freely
express your opinion and to col-
laborate” — just as he intends
the synod to do.

Pope invites Catholics to speak up

By KERI MIKSZA
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Maybe you saw the yard

signs this summer? Across
the state, a private organi-
zation — the Institute for
Quality Education — put
money toward promoting
the dollar amount a child
can receive from the state
of  Indiana to help pay for
private school.
It’s around $6,000 this

school year, per the yard
signs. In 2023-24, almost all
Hoosier children qualify
for a private school vouch-
er if  they can find a pri-
vate school that will accept
them.
A program that was

founded on the premise of
providing opportunities
for low-income and minor-
ity families has grown sig-
nificantly since it was first
challenged in court in
2012, one year after state
legislators passed legisla-
tion establishing it. Yet
while the program has
expanded to include
almost all families, the
same problems persist: lit-
tle accountability for tax-
payers and few protections
for families.
As the state sends mil-

lions more tax dollars to
private schools this year —
an estimated $500 million,
more than 35 times the ini-
tial cost to taxpayers in the
2011-12 school year — tax-
payers still have no idea
how these voucher dollars
are being used by the
schools that receive them.
Is the money going into
the classroom to help stu-
dents? Unsure. Is the
school financially dis-
tressed? Who knows.
There are no state-

required audits as there
are for public schools.
There are no public school
board meetings in which
to ask questions.
Families’ rights and pro-

tections are fewer in pri-
vate schools compared to
public schools. Being able
to pay tuition doesn’t
mean your child will be
allowed to enroll, or once
enrolled, allowed to stay,
even in a school affiliated
with your own church.
Every one of  the 320 (and
growing…the state money
is too good to pass up) pri-
vate schools receiving
state tax dollars via vouch-
ers can turn away or tell a
child to leave at any time,
for most any reason.
In addition, vouchers

require parents to sign
contracts with the school.
The terms of  those con-
tracts are one-sided. If  you

pull your child out, or if
the school pushes your
child out, you can still be
on the hook to pay for the
rest of  the month, semes-
ter or year. Schools can
even garnish families’
wages. There are collec-
tion cases filed for private
school tuition in Indiana,
often targeting hourly
workers in low-paying
jobs. This is the side of
“school choice” that isn’t
positive and uplifting, and
it isn’t told.
Why doesn’t Indiana

clearly convey the rights
forfeited — for instance, in
a letter mailed home —
when parents choose to
accept a voucher to leave
the public school system
for a privately managed
school?
Many schools are receiv-

ing hefty amounts of  state
support. For instance, Car-
dinal Ritter High School in
Indianapolis received $3.3
million in 2022-23 alone;
Heritage Christian school
received $3.7 million. Con-
cordia Lutheran in Allen
County received $2.6 mil-
lion, while Faith Christian
in Tippecanoe County
received $3.1 million.
This is a lot of  money,

and when it leaves the pub-
lic school system it enters
a black box.
Like public schools, pri-

vate schools are receiving
state funds, and Indiana’s
taxpayers deserve to know
how that money is spent.
Like public schools, vouch-
er-receiving private
schools should be audited
by the State Board of
Accounts.
Legislators should take

this common-sense step.
Most private schools
accepting vouchers are
faith-based, but Indiana’s
attitude toward their use
of  state dollars shouldn’t
be.
It’s past time for schools

receiving vouchers to open
their books.

••••••••••
Miksza is chair of  Indi-

ana Coalition for Public
Education – Monroe Coun-
ty.

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Private schools
should open books

By MARK Z. BARABAK
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
Election denialism is a losing

cause.
Studies of  the vote in 2022 put the

penalty at anywhere from 2% to 7%,
depending on the office.
In other words, Republicans

who spread the Big Lie about massive
fraud and a stolen 2020 election
received significantly less support —
in races for secretary of  state, gover-
nor and Congress — than Republi-
cans who refused to traffic in such
nuttiness.
Way to go, discerning voters!
Liars like Kari Lake, who lost a bid

for Arizona governor by parroting
former President Donald Trump’s
falsehoods and hopes now to flimflam
her way to a Senate seat, are only the
most visible threat to our system of
democracy.
New research by a political reform

group, Issue One, has given us some-
thing else to worry about: a troubling
exodus of  local election officials —
those on the front lines fighting for
truth, justice and the American way.
In 11 Western states, including Cal-

ifornia, roughly 40% of  the chief
local elections officials are new to the
job since 2020, the study found.
In four states — Arizona,

Nevada, New Mexico and Utah — the
turnover exceeds 50%.
Why does that matter?
“It takes a long time to learn how to

do what we do,” said Ryan Ronco, the
elections chief  in Placer County and
head of  the California Association of
Clerks and Election Officials. Ronco
has spent 30 years in the county
clerk’s office; 10 of  his 15 staffers are
new.
Running a safe and aboveboard

election is not simply a matter of
turning on the lights at polling
places, or sliding a letter opener
through an envelope when mail-in
ballots arrive.
It requires, among myriad respon-

sibilities, learning how to operate
specialized voting machines, combat-
ing cybersecurity threats and,
increasingly, venturing out in public

— to town hall meetings, election
seminars and other venues — to
explain how election operations
work.
“Ensuring elections are accessible,

secure and accurate requires trained,
dedicated, knowledgeable people,”
the Issue One report stated. “When
local election officials leave these crit-
ical positions, the costs to institution-
al knowledge and running elections
are real. Losing experienced people
costs us in countless ways.”
That’s for sure.
If  preserving and protecting the

integrity of  our election system does-
n’t move you, then consider the
departure of  experienced election
professionals from a coldly calculated
dollars-and-cents perspective. There’s
a price to pay for all that turnover,
which requires training a new staffer
each time a more experienced elec-
tion worker departs.
Earlier reports had warned of  an

exodus of  election officials as the
menace from election conspiracy-
mongers grew. The latest study sug-
gests it’s now happening — particu-
larly in battleground states where
election officials have been targeted
by harassment and death threats.
(There are thousands of  chief  elec-

tion officials in the United States.
Issue One limited its research to 11
Western states because that’s what
the nonprofit organization could
afford and the region includes two
states likely to be quite competitive in
2024, Arizona and Nevada.)
It’s not hard to imagine a down-

ward spiral where less experienced
workers goof  up an election, causing
further doubts about the results and
resulting in even more threats of  vio-
lence, which causes yet another mass
exit of  election workers.

But there are some encouraging
signs.
In California, legislators passed a

bill to extend the law protecting elec-
tion officials from harassment and
interference to cover staff  members,
temporary employees and poll work-
ers. Gov. Gavin Newsom signed the
legislation Sunday.
At the federal level, prosecutors

have stepped up cases against those
threatening or harassing election
officials.
“But we believe more needs to be

done to keep them safe,” said Cory
Combs, a spokesman for Issue One.
He said the group would like to see
Congress pass “anti-doxing legisla-
tion” that would “help election offi-
cials keep sensitive personal informa-
tion” — like their home address —
“from public disclosure.”
The group also seeks increased fed-

eral funding to improve election secu-
rity, replace outdated machines and
technology, and recruit and train elec-
tion workers.
Ronco, the Placer County elections

chief, has a somewhat optimistic
view.
Having been through previous con-

tentious campaigns — including 2004,
when those on the left were bleating
afterward about a supposedly stolen
election — he’s hopeful the current
threats of  danger won’t become a per-
manent part of  our politics.
“I can’t promise these times will

pass,” Ronco said. “But I try to
remind people we do have these
cycles.”
Let’s hope the madness subsides,

like a bad fever dream, with the
resounding repudiation, once and for-
ever more, of  Trump and his devious
imitators.
In the meantime, let’s push law-

makers in Congress and around the
country to do all they can to protect
the workers who constitute the paper-
thin line keeping our elections sys-
tem alive and well.
The country depends on it.

••••••••••
Barabak is a columnist for the Los

Angeles Times, focusing on politics in
California and the West.

Election officials are essential
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Band leaders

1) Who rules the Huns alongside
his brother Bleda from 434 to 445?

2) Buddy Holly’s backup group The Crickets
inspired the name of what band?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Atilla
2) The Beatles
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Ownernd aDeedy rantarWarl eraGen
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urnace furnace 
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RE-Store Grocery Dealer 

ineW& Beer L3828931 D
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pro-hetinvestigate to , ounty, c

saidin Portland of city the 
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willIndiana , CountyJay of 

rdBoaerageBevcohol AlThe

EARINGH

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC

Commission
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ceublic NotiP

ounty

EW

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

AT30 LOST,, STRAYYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES
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CR 10-14,20,27-2023

IMMEDI
PERSO
AUCTIO
BROKER 
REAL
FOR 
over previously writ
An
property 

310 N. Meridian St.
HRISTOPHER HUNT C

V.
(Plaintiff)

-00002438O01-2307-EV-000024
Cause Number: 

Small Claims Division
.T.SUPERIOR COUR

Y IN THE JAY 
ALENTINEMADISON VALENTINE

, SS:Y, SS:COUNTY OF JAY
TE OF INDIANAATE OF INDIANASTA

ePublic Notic
STA
COUNTY OF JAY

MADISON V
IN THE JA

T

AXLPHSPAXLPR 10-14-2023-C

t  Ridgeville, Secretary S

aterW206 AUKER Y JODAY 

Portland, President

DRIVEFOXFIRE WEST 

2732FREEMAN RONALD 

#02SAK A AK PAK D/B/A IN 

Redkey67 & 1 HWY 017 9

INCPETROLEUM Y JAY JA

P

JODA

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062 leave

HSP

38O01-2307-EV

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

and 

  

  

  

                    
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

   
  
 

  
   

 

 

     

  
 

    
     

    
 

     

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
 

 
         

 

  

  
     

   
   

  
     

 

 
 

 

  
  

 
         

 
        

    
 

   
 

     
 

      

      
        

     
 

   
  
  

       

   
           

    
  

       
    
          
 

   
  
     

  
 

 
   

  

  
  

   
   

  
  

  
  

 

     

  

  

  

  

 

  

       
  

  

 
  

 
   

 
  

 
   

    

 

  

  

 

 

  
  

  

 

  

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

        

    

   
  

        
 

  

  
  

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

    

      

  

  

  

  

CR 10-14,20,27-2023
120011AUAaron Loy  
1UAreruehTsivaTr

AU 01031608   ary Loy   G
ERSEAUCTION

AC31600027AUCTIONLOY
rusteesCo-Trustees

y Freda Corwin & Mitch Corwin 
Co-T

B
TY ILY AM FAMGHOUH  F IL

ER REALTAFYTELYATELIMMEDI
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T
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PLXAPASHCR 10-7,14,21-2023-

Attorney for Plaintiff
88876-6484)062(:enohpelTe

Bluffton, IN 46714
105 N. Main Street
Attorney #36307-35
Gina M. Eisenhut

Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
on EadsJ

AND SEAL OF OFFICE.
GIVEN UNDE MY HAND

.IN MY CUSTODY.
THE ORIGINAL 

AND CORRECT COPY OF
TIFIED TO BE A TRUECER

YOUNTY OF JAYC
TE OF INDIANAATE OF INDIANASTA

Dated September 11, 2023.
a.m.11:00 at 2023, 13, ovember N
onhearing damages a for 

counsel,by or person in Court, 
SuperiorJay the at appear 

shallHUNT CHRISTOPHER 
erty of Plaintiff.

-oppre omecbl alsht ir o3,022, 10
Decemberby vehicle the claim 

mustHUNT CHRISTOPHER 
Bluffton, IN 46714.

St.,Main N. 105 Eisenhut, M. 
naGibyed nteseprreisffntiaiPl

ehicle.v
ethl sell alshfftiainPl, ermtisth
rAfte47373. IN Redkey 1, IN- 

4521at ocated lowing, Towing, Massey's 
at2023, 10, December ntil u
orays, d90 f operiod a for HUNT 

CHRISTOPHERto belonging 
vehiclea store shall Plaintiff 
statesOrder The 47371. IN 

Portland,#11, St., Court N. 120 
Courthouse,County Jay Court, 

SuperiorJay the by issued 
wasTY PROPERPERSONAL 

OVERAUTHORITY ING 
-GRANTORDER AND SION 
-POSSESOF WRIT a that fied 
-is notiHUNT CHRISTOPHER 

TO: CHRISTOPHER HUNT
Defendant)(

, IN 47373Redkey
310 N. Meridian St.

T

STA
OUNTY OF JA

IN MY CUSTODY

8 8

AXLPHSPAXLPCR 10-7,14-2023-
260-726-4220

Portland, IN 47371
940 N. Meridian Street

Attorneys at Law
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StewartJohn of Estate the 
ofRepresentative Personal as 
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TIONDMINISTRATIONA
VISEDNOTICE OF UNSUPER

(Deceased) )
T RINESARJOHN STEWAR

TE OF: ATE OF: ESTA
VISEDUNSUPERVISED

TTER OF THEIN THE MATTER OF THE
38C01-2309-EU-000023

CAUSE NO: 
TY CIRCUIT COURIN THE JAY CIRCUIT COUR

, SS: Y, SS: COUNTY OF JAY
TE OF INDIANAATE OF INDIANASTA

ePublic Notic
STA
COUNTY OF JAY

IN THE JA

IN THE MA
UNSUPER

ESTA
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DMINISTRA

ber

ar
r for

ber

CLERK OF THE JA

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
AU10500168AU19700040       Lic# # Lic

ane ShawverPete D. Shawver    Z
E-AC31800004TAT ESTAL ESTA REAND

NGIREEONITUCAREVWAWHS
ADWRITTEN PRECEDENCE OVER 
AKETAKEYTS MADE SALE DAYNTEMEATEMESTA
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STA TS MADE SALE DA T

A
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T
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NOTE
For more informati
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practi
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Tr
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79 
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 listed.   not
herotand eaters; weed box; mechanic shovel; snow ;ndsstajack jack; 
s;canas ges; boxltoobedtic plasp; eeswlawn ters; broadcasladder; step 

wrench;pipe ;ppersnipliers; box; tool metal kstac2 anterns; lColeman 
elrese;vis;ordcp rod; ershamm; illsdrer;indgrs; exerind; gerfogg bu

tools;yard racks; tdoor barn stands; ack j; warerdhaets; ocksbox; tool 
fan;barn foamer;spray saw; ble taftsman Crader; elwarc 130 forks; hay 
BTU40,000 1Glo Dyna ;rtrailegarden wheel 2 er;mowturn zero Simplicity 

OOLSTMOWER -  
ed.r items not listnets;  and many othetal storage cabiam maker; me
houses;eramic capes; tVHS holders; azine mag;vasesl smal-Glen Mar;

cookware;llets; kiscolanders; cookbooks; fer; uffer; tssausage es; skatler lro
fan;nets; cabistorage etal mns; steisweeper;Bissellnet; cabifileations; 

Christmassets; nativity inens; lmirror; doll; and plates ector coll
ornaments;pewter ger Longaberons; tieger LongaberFenton; amp; lCloisonne 

10”; ndsstadisplay plate ector coll;andstsdoll china; of ng settiplace
s,llDol yaRos;auCla ntSat ouutcd ooywpl5”6;owlbd anr hetcpip;am
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yeldarBareVe;stelliks;sehsidfoteselleroC;rekameefeffoctranisiuC;
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Page 8 Sports/Classifieds The Commercial Review
Saturday, October 14, 2023

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
AUCTION

Evening Optimists of
Portland, Saturday,
November 4th,

10:00am-?. Smitley’s
Auction House, 119 E
Main, Portland. Door

prizes every hour. Items
in Auction: Miscella-

neous, personal, house-
hold items, gift certifi-
cates and food items. All
new! Proceeds to fund
Optimist projects and
Christmas families.

Sandwiches, pies, drinks
to purchase. Lacey

Smitley will be the auc-
tioneer. AU10600051 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located : 101 S Broad
Street, Dunkirk IN 
OCTOBER 14, 2023

10:00 A. M. 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS–
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEM-TOOLS
Amana washer & dryer;
5 pc. bedroom suit; LG
flatscreen TV; 3 cushion
sofa; recliner; chest type
freezer; Frigidaire refrig-
erator; Pyrex; Tempta-
tions dishes; Shawnee
bowl; rooster figurines;
Fire Fyter safe; Schu-
macher 40 amp charg-
er/starter; air compres-
sor; wheelbarrow; yard
tools; camp chairs; and
many other items not

listed. 
DONNA HATFIELD,

DECEASED 
By Terri Lewellen 
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
MONDAY NOVEMBER
13TH, 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 7259 W 200

N. Pennville, IN
REAL ESTATE

79 Acres in section 7
Greene Township, Jay
County Indiana. To be
offered in two tracts and

entirety.
Tract 1: 16 acres with
approximately 13 acres
tillable, balance being
road frontage on County

Road 200
N and wooded. Tract 2:
63 acres practically all
tillable with road
frontage on County

Road 150 N.
Tract 3: Combination of
tract 1 and 2. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNERS: Carl and
Betty Stultz Estate

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY NOVEMBER

4 TH , 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 1301 E Old
SR 22, Hartford City, IN
Open House Sunday

October 22 from 1-3pm or
for private showing phone

auctioneers
REAL ESTATE

37 +/- Acres in section 12
Licking Township, Black-
ford County. To be offered

in two tracts and
entirety. Tract 1: 3 acres
with 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home containing 3500 sq
foot of finished living area.
Hot tub. Attached 24’ x 45’
garage.  Tract 2: 34 +/-

acres with
approximately 15 acres
tillable, balance being
wooded with some sell-

able timber.
VEHICLES – TRACTOR
– RTV – GOLF CART
2012 GMC 1500 Kodiak
pickup truck,  2009 Saturn

Sky redline turbo
convertible, Ford 4000
gas tractor with 2400 GT
hyd. loader, Craftsman
GT 3000 23 HP mower
46” cut with snowblower.
HAY – STRAW - SHOP

TOOLS
180 Small square bales
Alfalfa. 100 bales mixed
grass. 25 bales straw.
Saddles and bridles. 
GUNS – ANTIQUES –

MISC
Remington model 41 22
cal. single shot. Thomson
Center Scout 50 cal. muz-
zleloader.  5 gallon and 2
gallon crock jugs. Barn
pulleys. Steamer trunk.
Settee. 2 miniature porce-
lain dolls (over 150 years
old). Porcelain Kewpie
doll. 1956 Rempel doll.

Copper horse.
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-
ERAL ITEMS NOT MEN-

TIONED
OWNERS: Roy and
Dorothy Stewart.

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY OCTOBER

21ST, 2023
TIME 10:00 A. M.

LOCATED: 3386 North
US 27 Portland, IN 
COLLECTOR CARS–
VEHICLES–TRAC-
TORS–TRAILERS 
1929 Ford model A-
older restoration, 1955
Ford F100 pickup-auto
trans, 1971 Chevy Monte
Carlo 350, 1972 Chevro-
let El Camino, 1932 Ford
Roadster project car-
semi complete, 7,000 lb
car trailer, Ford 1510
FWA tractor with turf
tires, 9N Ford tractor. 7
foot grader blade. 

MOTORCYCLES–RID-
ING MOWER–CUSH-
MAN–AUTO PARTS 
2004 Vento Rebellion
250 motorcycle with

2500 miles, Cushman LP
gas truckster, Cushman
frame, Cub Cadet 1650
riding mower with snow
blower, front blade,
rototiller, and rear

weights. 
SHOP TOOLS 

Tire changer- complete,
Exhaust bender-com-
plete, Weaver 2 column
car hoist, Large engine
lift. Engine stand, Lincoln
225 welder, Pneumatic
air and body tools, Mil-
waukee weed eater/pole
saw, Echo CS 310 chain-

saw. GUNS–
ANTIQUES–MISC 20
Gauge double barrel
shotgun, 22 Cal & 410
ammo, 2 short pot belly
stoves, Miniature gas
pumps, Yamaha, Urban

guitars. 
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-
ERAL ITEMS NOT MEN-

TIONED 
OWNER: JERRY VORE
ESTATE-TROY VORE
REPRESENTATIVE
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING
AND REAL ESTATE

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver 
Lic. #AU19700040 
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall, Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
October 21st, 2023

9:30 A.M.
MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS - OLD & COL-
LECTORS ITEMS
Frigidaire front load
washer &amp; dryer;
Amana side by side

refrigerator; Oak counter
from Redkey Hardware
store; Victorian Style set-
tee and chair; Lazy Boy
leather recliner; Smith
Bros. 3 cushion sofa;
Gene Stratton Porter
books; oil cans; spice
tins; crock churns; #2
crown water jug; cast
iron stove; and many
other items not listed.
MOWER - TOOLS
Simplicity zero turn

mower; 2 wheel garden
trailer; Dyna Glo 140,000
BTU heater; hay forks;
130 arc welder; barn
door tracks; mechanic
box; weed eaters; and

other
items not listed.

MARY “ABERNATHY”
REES, Owner

And 
DAVIS FAMILY, Owner

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile including
drop wages. 3 yrs. CDL
exp. req. RGN, SD exp.
helpful. All miles, drops,
downtime, and weekends
are paid if out. Interested?
260-273-1245 
THE TOWN OF PEN-
NVILLE IS NOW taking
applications for a Reserve
Officer position. Applica-
tions may be picked up at
Pennville Town Hall dur-
ing the Clerk-Treasurers
business hours which are
Monday & Friday, 9:00 -
1:00 and Wednesday
afternoons 1:30 - 5:30. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The Com-
mercial Review at 260-
726-8141 for more infor-
mation. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean

and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland

260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED
130 FARMERS

COLUMN

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
NEW CASTLE — It was-

n’t a great start. The Patri-
ots came out flat footed.
The slow start led to a

quick 4-1 deficit before
coach Amy Dillon called a
timeout.
After the timeout, the Jay

County High School volley-
ball team came out with
more life to take the set and
beat the Centerville Bull-
dogs 25-12, 25-22, 25-22 in the
IHSAA Class 3A Sectional
24 opener Thursday at New
Castle High School.
With the win, Jay County

(16-14) will face off  against
the Frankton Eagles at
12:30 p.m. today at New Cas-
tle in the sectional semifi-
nal.
Centerville (12-16)

secured the first point on a
ball Mya Kunkler sent too
long. The second was a kill
by Makenna Hartman.
Jay County got its first

point on a hitting error by
Chloe Goodman before sur-
rendering two more points
on a service error by Bren-
na Haines and an Ellie Cox
ace that dropped in front of
Haines and Lainey Muh-
lenkamp.
By that point, Dillon had

seen enough, calling her
first timeout.
“We’ve started off  the

last few games like that in
the hole,” Dillon said. “I
just asked them, ‘Do you
want to win? If  you want to
win, deserve to win. Don’t
just win because you’re the
better team. Win because
you deserve it.’
“We had a talk in one

timeout where I said, ‘Not
everybody gets to wake up
on Saturday morning and
put their jerseys back on, so
you need to be thankful that
you're probably gonna get
to do that, and you need to
earn it.’”
The pep talk was exactly

what the Patriots needed.
After the slow start, they

finished with a 24-8 run,

including two runs of  six
straight points. The run
was powered by 12 kills —
Kunkler and Bella Denton
had the most with three
apiece — two blocks, one
ace and eight hitting
errors by the Bulldogs.
Sophie Saxman was able

to spread the ball around
as 10 Patriots recorded
kills. Whenever Jay Coun-

ty needed a point, she
found herself  going back
to Kunkler and Denton,
who both finished with
nine kills.
“I trust all of  my hit-

ters,” Saxman said. “I
know wherever I set it’s
going to be fine. … If  (Den-
ton and Kunkler) get a
block up, nobody is going
to be able to hit past them.

If  they hit a ball down no
one is going to block it.”
Along with running the

offense, she had three kills.
She had a kill on an attack
from a hitter’s approach
and two more on quick lit-
tle dumps when she faked a
set.
Saxman also recognized

the lack of  energy from the
team, as they were playing
in the cavernous gym.
“When we come out and

assume that we can beat a
team, the energy is a little
bit flat,” Saxman said. “We
came out a little bit rough
but I think the energy is
going to be a lot better on
Saturday.”
As Jay County started to

extend its bench, Hartman
fought to keep the Bulldogs
in the match. In the second
set she was responsible for
seven points, and another
four in the third. She fin-
ished with 12 kills and an
ace, while hitting 20%.
Hartman’s primary posi-

tion is listed as a right-side
hitter, but she was forced to
fill in as the outside-hitter
in place of  Brooklyn O’Neil
who recently tore a liga-
ment in her foot.
While Hartman put

together a strong effort, it
wasn’t enough for the inex-
perienced team to over-
come the Patriots.
“I thought we played

decently,” Centerville
coach Jim Basler said. “We
had one player who had sec-
tional experience. I have
nothing but JV players
except for Chloe (Good-
man). So, I've had a very,
very young team with a lot

of  girls with little varsity
experience except for this
year, so it's a learning expe-
rience for them.”
A bright spot in the Patri-

ots’ performance was their
serving. They were able to
keep Centerville out of  sys-
tem the entire night by
serving short balls that
would threaten to land for
aces without the back row
crashing in and even diving
to the floor.
Brenna Bailey and Muh-

lenkamp both had a pair of
aces and seven service
points while Denton led
with eight service points.
“(Muhlenkamp) and

Bella (Denton) are great
placement servers,” Dillon
said. “I told the girls ‘we’re
going to serve short until
they can’t pass it and we
need to be ready for an over-
pass because they are going
to be coming forward to
pass that ball.’”
While Jay County walked

away with the win, Dillion
is going to look for her team
to pick things up in the
semifinal to give them a
chance to make it to the
championship Saturday
evening against the winner
of  the other semifinal
match between Delta and
the host Trojans.
“I wish we would have

played a little bit better
tonight,” Dillon said. “Sat-
urday morning could have
a different outcome, and we
want to enjoy a win. I'm not
sure that I felt like we really
enjoyed that win.
“I think we have a lot of

work to do (Friday) night
before Saturday morning.”

Jay advances to semifinal

NEW BREMEN, Ohio — The
Midwest Athletic Conference can
be an absolute gauntlet.
Five of  the 10 member schools

are ranked in the Ohio High
School Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation’s poll.
The Indians ran into another

one of  those teams Thursday.
The offense of  the Division IV

No. 2 New Bremen Cardinals was
too much for the Division III No.

10 Fort Recovery High School vol-
leyball team as it dropped its final
match of  the regular season 25-16,
25-18, 25-19.
The Cardinals (18-4, 8-1 MAC)

finished with 40 kills in the
match, nearly doubling the Indi-
ans’ 21 kills. Olivia Heitkamp had
18, nearly outpacing Fort Recov-
ery (16-6, 6-3) all by herself.
Teigan Fortkamp led the Indi-

ans’ attack with six kills. Paige

Guggenbiller was the only other
attacker to have five or more kills.
Fort Recovery had a solid day

serving the ball, recording seven
aces. Fortkamp had three while
four other Indians added one
apiece.
Kennedy Muhlenkamp and

Mara Pearson led the defensive
effort at the net with two blocks
each. Karlie Neikamp also had a
block.

The defense struggled to slow
down New Bremen’s attack, only
digging balls out 26 times. In
comparison, the Cardinals dug
the ball out 67 times. Cali Wendel
had a team-high eight digs for
FRHS.
Kayla Heitkamp and Muh-

lenkamp split time as the team’s
setter. Heitkamp had nine assists
while Muhlenkamp had eight.
The Indians finished fourth in

the MAC. All three losses came to
the three teams that tied for first
place — Coldwater, New Bremen
and St. Henry.
Fort Recovery will get a week

off  before it plays the winner of
an opening-round sectional
match between seventh-seeded
Allen East and ninth-seeded
Wayne Trace in the sectional
championship Oct. 18 at St.
Henry.

Fort Recovery falls to the No. 2 Cardinals

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Brenna Bailey, a defensive specialist for the Jay County High
School volleyball team, digs a ball out of the back row during the Patriots’
25-12, 25-22, 25-22 win over Centerville in the sectional opener Thursday
at New Castle. Bailey had two aces and seven service points in a strong
performance behind the service line.
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The seventh was a 17-

yard sack of  Kobe Meyer,
but Jay County was called
for pass interference on
the next play.
Three more runs gave

the visitors third-and-7
from the 10-yard line.
Meyer found no one open
as he dropped back to
pass, so he scrambled to
his right. It looked as if  he
was going to run, but he
pulled up when he saw Eli
Tigulis alone in the back
of  the end zone. The pair
connected on the pass for
touchdown and Meyer
added a 2-point conversion
run.
“I just went to the offen-

sive staff  and said, ‘Hey,
we’re going into heavy
and we’re just going to
pound it out,’” explained
Heritage coach Casey
Kolkman, adding that he
was upset his team’s
offense in the first half.
“Addressing the team, it
was like, ‘We’re going to
get in heavy and we’re
going to go down the field.

We’re going to swallow the
football and just get a
score and go up 20 with a
handful of  minutes left in
the third.’”
It was a rough night for

Jay County even before

the whistle blew as the
home team was called for
delay of  game prior to the
opening kickoff.
Still, the host Patriots

got the ball first and
earned a first down on a

Sean Bailey pass to Justin
DeHoff. Bailey tried to hit
a deep pass down the left
side on the next play, but it
fell incomplete. JCHS
coach Grant Zgunda was
then flagged for an
unsportsmanlike conduct
penalty for stepping onto
the field as he argued for a
pass interference call.
The result was a first-

and-25 for Jay County,
which ended up punting.
The home team finished
the first half  with just 29
yards of  total offense and
lost leading rusher A.J.
Myers to a leg injury in
the second quarter. (Myers
spent the rainy third quar-
ter under a blue and white
umbrella, unable to return
to the game.)
“They’re good, first of

all,” said Zgunda in refer-
ence to the Heritage
defense. “We went from
first-and-10 to (first-and-
25) … And then obviously
A.J. getting hurt was a big
factor later in the half
hurt.
“They’re a good football

team. We knew it was
going to be a struggle,” he
added, saying his goal was
to mix up play calling in
an effort to keep the
defense off  balance.
“They’re too good up front
to just keep hammering
away at them.”
Jay County had an

opportunity to respond in
the third quarter when
DeHoff  caught a 46-yard
pass despite having a
defender draped over him.
His catch took the ball to
the 3-yard line, but the
drive stalled as Bailey
slipped while trying a
quarterback sneak on
third-and-goal from the 1
and then slipped again on
the slick surface as he
faked up the middle and
attempted to run around
the left end for what
looked like it would have
been a wide-open score.
The host Patriots finally

got their only touchdown
on a 25-yard run by Bryce
Wenk — he picked up 46
yards on 10 carries filling
in for Myers — at the 7:52

mark of  the fourth quar-
ter. But by then it was too
late, and Meyer (124 yards
passing, 55 yards rushing)
eventually took a knee to
run out the final minute-
plus.
“Things got a little

rough tonight offensive-
ly,” said Zgunda. “We
struggled. We’re going to
have to figure it out and
hope to get some people
healthy and go from
there.”
The loss capped a diffi-

cult end to the season for
Jay County (4-5, 2-4
ACAC), which won its
first three games before
dropping five of  its final
six to fall short of  its first
winning regular season
since finishing 6-3 in 2016.
It closed with consecutive
losses to South Adams,
Lapel and Heritage.
JCHS will open section-

al play at home Friday
against Class 4A No. 5
Kokomo, which is 7-2 after
dropping its regular-sea-
son finale 34-21 to
Lafayette Jefferson.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Cross country sectional
at Taylor University – 10:30 a.m.; Potential
volleyball semifinal & championship at
New Castle – 12:30 p.m., 7 p.m.; JV foot-
ball at Heritage – 10 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country at MAC
meet at Coldwater – 9 a.m.; Middle School
cross country at MAC meet at Coldwater –
9 a.m.

TV sports
Today

Saturday
12 p.m. — College football: Michigan

State at Rutgers (BTN); Georgia Southern
at James Madison (ESPN2); Georgia at
Vanderbilt (CBS); Indiana at Michigan
(FOX); Iowa State at Cincinnati (FS1); Syra-
cuse at Florida State (ABC)

3 p.m. — Friendly International soccer:
Germany at United States (TNT)

3:30 p.m. — College football: Oregon
at Washington (ABC); BYU at TCU (ESPN);
Texas A&M at Tennessee (CBS); Illinois at
Maryland (NBC); Kansas at Oklahoma
State (FS1); UMass at Penn State (BTN);
Florida Atlantic at South Florida (ESPN2)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
Alsco Uniforms 302 (USA)

4 p.m. — College football: Iowa at Wis-
consin (FOX)

6:07 p.m. — Major League Baseball
playoffs: Atlanta Braves at Philadelphia
Phillies (TBS)

6:30 p.m. — IMSA SportsCar Champi-
onship: Motul Petit Le Mans (USA)

7 p.m. — College football: Kansas
State at Texas Tech (FS1); Auburn at LSU
(ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: USC at
Notre Dame (NBC); Miami at North Caroli-
na (ABC)

8 p.m. — College football: UCLA at Ore-
gon State (FOX)

8 p.m. — NHL: Seattle Kraken at St.
Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

9:45 p.m. — College football: Boise
State at Colorado State (FS1)

10:30 p.m. — College football: Mon-
tana at Idaho (ESPN2)

10:30 p.m. — Top Rank Boxing: Vin-
cenzo Gualtieri vs. Janibek Alimkhanuly
(ESPN)

Sunday
1 p.m. — NFL: Indianapolis Colts at

Jacksonville Jaguars (CBS); Minnesota
Vikings at Chicago Bears (FOX)

2:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
South Point 400 (NBC)

3 p.m. — Womens college basketball:
DePaul at Iowa (BTN)

3 p.m. — High school basketball: Blue
Knights at Storm Hoopers (ESPN)

3 p.m. — NHRA: Texas NHRA FallNa-
tionals (FS1)

4:05 p.m. — NFL: New England Patri-
ots at Las Vegas Raiders (CBS)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: Detroit Lions at
Tampa Bay Buccaneers (FOX)

5 p.m. — High school basketball:
GEICO Top Flight Invite (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NBA preseason: Milwaukee
Bucks at Los Angeles Lakers (ESPN)

8:15 p.m. — MLB playoffs: Texas
Rangers at Houston Astros (FOX)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: New York Giants at
Buffalo Bills (CBS)

9:30 p.m. — NBA preseason: Golden
State Warriors at Sacramento Kings
(ESPN)

Monday
4:37 p.m. — MLB playoffs: Texas

Rangers at Houston Astros (FOX)
8:07 p.m. — MLB playoffs: Arizona Dia-

mondbacks at Philadelphia Phillies (TBS)
8:15 p.m. — NFL: Dallas Cowboys at

Los Angeles Chargers (ABC)
7 p.m. — NBA preseason: Atlanta

Hawks at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

Tuesday
2:45 p.m. — Euro Qualification: Italy at

England (FS1)
6 p.m. — College soccer: Penn State

at Rutgers (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Southern

Mississippi at South Alabama (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Tampa Bay Lightning

at Buffalo Sabers (ESPN)

8 p.m. — Women college hockey: St.
Cloud State at Minnesota (BTN)

8:07 p.m. — MLB playoffs: Arizona Dia-
mondbacks at Philadelphia Phillies (TBS)

8:30 p.m. — Friendly International:
Ghana at United States (TNT)

10 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Avalanche at
Seattle Kraken (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — NBA preseason: Denver
Nuggets at Los Angeles Clippers (ESPN2)

Local notes
Turkey Trot sign-up open

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 16th
annual Turkey Trot on Nov. 4 at the
Cooper Farms Turkey Harvesting Plant in
St. Henry, Ohio. Participation costs $15.

You can register by visiting
bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or
registration will open at 9 a.m. at Cooper
Farms on the day of the race.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.
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that you would like to have recycled please give us a call at 260 729 5071 to
make an appointment today! With our combined efforts we can save space in
our containers and save funding that will be used to expand our services to our
Jay County Residents!

Disstrriict Recyycliinng Proograams and Serviices
Normmal Household Recyyccliing, Electroonics & Batteeryy Recyycliing, Ligghtbbulbb Recyycliing,

cardbboard
Recyyclinng, Confiidentiiaal Document Shreddiinng

TOOXX AWAAY DAAY and 2 FRREE Landfiill Viisitss foor our Residentss
5948 W State Road 67 • Portland, IN 47371 • 260-729-5071

We are having a
Frame Show.

1111 N. Meridian St. • Portland, IN 47371
260-726-4210

Abby E. Small, O.D. • David A. Fullenkamp, O.D.

October 26th
from 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Bryant Area
Community Center

4:00 - 7:00pm
Dine In/Drive thru/ Carry 

Out
���������������������������

������
�����������������
��	

�����������������������������
Dinners will be $12.00

Pulled Pork Dinner
October 14, 2023

Sports on tap

Heavy ...
Jay County Patriots
(4-5, 2-4 ACAC)

vs. Heritage Patriots
(8-1, 5-1 ACAC)

Heritage 13 0 8 7 —28
Jay Co. 0 0 0 6 — 6

First Quarter
H — Kobe Meyer 1 run (Caleb

Abbott kick), 7:03.
H — Braden Walter 65 pass from

Meyer (kicked failed), 2:04

Second Quarter
no scoring

Third Quarter
H — Eli Tigulis 10 pass from

Meyer (Meyer run), 5:10.

Fourth Quarter
JC — Wenk 25 run (pass failed),

7:52)
H — Ibrahim Williams 21 pass
from Meyer (Abbott kick), 6:49.

Team Statistics
H JC

Rushes - yds 32-170 46-173

Comp-Att-Int 6-11-0 8-13-0
Passing yds 124 90
Total Plays 32 46
Total Offense 294 173
Punt ret - yds 1-10 0-0
Kickoff ret - yds 2-29 4-42
Sacks - yds lost 1-17 1-3
Punts - yds 4-118 3-128
Ints - yds 0-0 0-0
Fumbles - lost 1-0 2-1
Penalties - yds 4-40 4-40

Individual Statistics
Rushing — Heritage — Kobe
Meyer 13-58, Caleb Abbott 8-55,
Nolan Hoskins 6-33, Cjay Barnett
5-24. Jay County — Bryce Wenk
10-46, A.J. Myers 7-18, Sean Bai-
ley 11-12, Leighton Brown 4-5,
Austin Schoenlein 1-2.
Passing — Heritage — Kobe
Meyer 6-11-0 124. Jay County —
Sean Bailey 8-13-0 90.
Receiving —  Heritage — Ibrahim
Williams 3-48, Braden Walter 1-
65, Zeke Litchfield 1-8, Preston
Fields 1-3. Jay County — Justin
DeHoff 4-65, Rhysin Blowers 2-
12, Garrett Bennett 1-14, Benson
Ward 1-(-1).

Box score

Justin DeHoff, a
senior and Jay County
High School’s leading
receiver, finds some
room to run during the
first half Friday. DeHoff
caught four passes from
quarterback Sean Bailey
for 65 yards, but JCHS
fell 28-6 to Heritage.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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JCHS runners compete
in sectional meet today,
see Sports on tap

Patriots earn spot in
sectional semifinal,
see story on page 8

They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM

The fall sports season is
winding down. That means
postseason awards have
started to roll out.
Two Jay County High

School seniors of  the Patri-
ots boys tennis team
recently received honors
from the Indiana High
School Tennis Coaches
Association.
No. 1 singles player Abra-

ham Dirksen was named to
the All-District Team for
District 4, which includes
teams from Jay, Blackford,
Grant, Madison, Delaware,
Randolph, Hancock, Henry,

Shelby and Fayette coun-
ties.
The honor recognizes the

top 12 singles players and
top six doubles teams in the
district.
From the Patriots’ No. 1

doubles team, Gage Sims
was recognized by the
IHSTCA for his work in the
classroom by being named
to the 2023 Boys’ Individual
Academic All-State Team.
The honor is based on GPA,
ACT and SAT scores.
Sims was one of  109 indi-

viduals across the state to
earn the honor.

Dirksen and Sims
earn IHSTCA honors

ANNA, Ohio — The Indians
were clicking on offense.
They gained 396 total yards,

scored four touchdowns and got
big games from Troy Homan and
Reece Guggenbiller.
It just wasn’t enough to stop

the Rockets from taking off.
After picking up its first win a

week ago, the Fort Recovery
High School football team fell to
the Anna Rockets 35-25 Friday
night.
The Rockets (4-5, 3-4 Midwest

Athletic Conference) faced first-
and-20 with less than 1:40 left in
the first half. Alex Shappie was-
n’t bothered by the time, leading
Anna down the field. Shappie
passed for 47 yards on the drive
before capping it off  with an 11-

yard rush to put Anna up 21-12
with only 35 seconds left in the
half.
The Rockets carried the

momentum into the second half
when they received the ball first
and took six plays to extend
their lead to 28-12.
A third consecutive touch-

down near the start of  the fourth

quarter put the game out of
reach for the Indians (1-8, 1-6
MAC) as they could only manage
two scores before time expired.
Reece Guggenbiller exploded

for nine catches and 148 yards to
lead all receivers. He also scored
a touchdown with 45 seconds
remaining in the game.
Troy Homan threw the touch-

down to Guggenbiller as well as
one to Caden Grisez in the sec-
ond quarter and running in one
of  his own in the fourth. He fin-
ished with 200 yards in the air
and 68 on the ground.
Reece Wendel scored the first

touchdown for the Tribe with
9:48 remaining in the second
quarter.

Anna running back Zach
Osborn was the only player to
score two touchdowns. His first
was a 4-yard carry late in the
first quarter while the other
went for 6 yards in the third. He
also was responsible for Anna’s
score in the fourth when he
threw a 15-yard pass to Trey
Heitkamp.
The Rockets’ first score was a

five-yard pass from Shappie to
Clay Cummins at 4:29 in the
first.
According to unofficial data

from JoeEitel.com, the Indians
have been mathematically elimi-
nated from playoff  contention.
They will close the regular sea-
son at home Friday against St.
Henry.

FRHS unable to keep pace with Rockets

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
There was virtually no

success to be had for Jay
County on offense in the
first half  Friday night.
Even so, it trailed just 13-

0 at halftime.
But Heritage, frustrated

with having not been able
to cash in on a few more
first-half  opportunities,
came out ready in the third
quarter.
In the annual battle of

the Allen County Athletic
Conference’s Patriots, Her-
itage’s 12-place, 61-yard
drive that lasted nearly
seven minutes to open the
second half  put it in firm
control as it handed Jay
County High School’s foot-
ball team a 28-6 defeat.
“We just couldn’t get a

stop,” said JCHS coach
Grant Zgunda of  the open-
ing drive of  the second half
that put the visitors up 21-0.
“They’re good. Unfortu-
nately we couldn’t get some
scores, otherwise we could
have made it really interest-
ing. We had some opportu-
nities. … We didn’t make
enough plays. They’re
good.”
Leading 13-0, Heritage (8-

1, 5-1 ACAC) methodically
moved the ball down the
field to start the second
half, handing the ball to
Caleb Abbott on five of  the
first six plays.

See Heavy page 9

Heritage goes heavy

Unofficial rankings show Indians
eliminated from playoff contention

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior offensive lineman Ryne Goldsworthy keeps a hand on Charlie Riddle of Heritage as
quarterback Shawn Bailey rolls to the opposite side of the field during the first half Friday night. A 28-6 loss for JCHS kept it from
its first winning regular season since 2016 as it dropped five of its last six games following a 3-0 start.

Visitors went to running game for 12-play, 61-yard drive
that put them in firm control against Jay early in the second half


