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Richard Monroe, 92, Pen-
nville
Details on page 2.

The corn maze at Jay Coun-
ty Fairgrounds will be open
from 6 to 10 p.m. Monday as
part of  the fair board’s Spook-
tacular Halloween Party. The
event will include costume
contests, a DJ and a food
truck. The corn maze will be
enhanced with creatures and
features to scare those who
attempt to conquer it.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  64 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 32.
Tonight’s forecast calls for a

chance of  showers with a low
in the upper 50s and winds
gusting to 25 miles per hour.
Conditions will be cloudy and
windy Thursday with a high
in the mid 70s. See page 2 for
an extended outlook.

Thursday — Preview of
the FRHS cross country run-
ners at the regional meet.

Saturday — Coverage of
Friday’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Witch, check.
Curse, check.
Murder, check.
“Salem’s Daughter” is

not purely a Halloween
story, but it hits the right
notes for the spooky sea-
son.
Jay County Junior-

Senior High School’s
drama club’s production
of  the Craig Sodaro play
opens with a performance
at 7 p.m. Friday in the
school’s auditorium.
Additional shows are set
for 7 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday.
“We’re doing it because

it kind of  has that Hal-
loween theme,” said
director Cain Bilbrey.
“We’re doing it the week-
end before Halloween.

That’s kind of  why we
chose it.”
The show opens in 1691,

approximately the era of
the Salem witch trials,
with a woman being false-
ly accused of  being a
witch. Sentenced to hang,
she curses anyone who
would “disturb her rest.”
It then shifts to present

day and focuses on a
small party being held at

the home of  a teenager
named Heather. Her
house was built on the
hill where the witches
were buried.
“Long story short, they

do a little bit of  excavat-
ing and wind up digging
up her bones,” said Bil-
brey. “Of  which Heather
and her family put in a
paper bag in the garage.”

See Stage page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The contract for teachers

has been approved.
They, and all Jay School

Corporation employees,
will be getting raises.
Jay School Board on

Monday approved its con-
tract with Jay Classroom
Teachers Association,
memorandums of  under-
standing with administra-
tors and support staff, and
pay increases for substi-
tutes.
The agreement with Jay

Classroom Teachers Asso-
ciation, which was present-
ed to the board during its
regular meeting last week,
calls for average raises of
7.5%. The lowest raise
comes in at 5.5%
Starting teacher pay is

also being increased by
7.5% to $43.003. Teacher
salaries range up to $67,003
for those with 30 years of
experience. Teachers who
have a master’s degree get
an additional increase.
Board members Ron

Laux, Donna Geesaman,
Phil Ford, Jason Phillips,
Vickie Reitz, Chip Phillips
and Marcie Vormohr unan-
imously approved the con-
tract.
The teachers association

had already approved the
contract earlier this
month.
“We’re all blessed to have

a great relationship
between our administra-
tion and our teachers asso-
ciation,” said Jay Class-
room Teachers Association
president Abby Homan.
“This year’s bargaining
session was friendly and
collaborative.”
Gulley noted in data pro-

vided to the board Monday
that the raise is the largest
Jay School Corporation
teachers have seen in
years. It surpasses the 5.5%
average from a year ago.
Previous raises for teach-
ers averaged 2% in 2018,
3.5% in 2019, 4% in 2020 and
4.3% in 2021.

See Raises page 5
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The cast reacts to the death of Sarah Brooks, portrayed by
Labibah Awliya, during Monday’s rehearsal for the Jay County Junior/Senior
High School drama club’s production of the play “Salem’s Daughter.”
Performances of the show are scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday, Friday and
Saturday in the auditorium at the junior/senior high school. Admission is $5
and tickets will be sold at the door.

Board
approves

increases at
minimum

of 5%

Raises,
contract
are OK’d
for staff,
teachers

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
One of  the county’s ambulances

will have a new perk soon.
Jay County Commissioners

OK’d a $223,854 purchase Monday
to remount a Jay Emergency Med-
ical Service vehicle and equip it
with a power load system.
Jay Emergency Medical Service

director Gary Barnett explained
an ambulance is due for a
remount, which involves replacing
the chassis on the vehicle. Braun
Custom Appliances and Penn Care
proposed remount service with
addition of  a power load system
from Stryker and a new power cot.
The Stryker Power Load system

is built into the floor of  an ambu-
lance. It uses a hydraulic arm and
track to lift the cot, patient and
equipment into or out of  the
truck.

Kyle Gerlach, also a director
for Jay Emergency Medical Serv-
ice, explained he utilized the
equipment while he was director
of  Mercer County Emergency
Medical Service, which he said
outfitted all its ambulances with
the system eight years ago.
“These systems are a huge

relief  when it comes to lifting
patients into the back of  an
ambulance,” said Gerlach.
Having a load system in place,

Gerlach and Barnett noted,
would reduce the likelihood of
back injuries with EMS employ-
ees. They referenced responding
to 911 calls in which patients
weighed more than 400 pounds,
requiring additional personnel
to lift their cot into the ambu-
lance.
“Most of  us are getting older,

and our patients are not getting
any smaller,” Gerlach said.
The system is also transferable

between ambulances if  the vehi-
cle is damaged.
Braun Custom Appliances and

Penn Care proposed remounting
the ambulance with a power load
system and new power cot for just
under $251,000. Barnett suggested
paying for the remount service and
installation of  the power load sys-
tem, noting they could buy a refur-
bished cot later.
Commissioners OK’d the pur-

chase, which will come out of  Jay
Emergency Medical Service budg-
et in 2024. Hopes are to have the
equipment sometime next year.
Also, commissioners hosted a

public hearing for the county’s
application to Indiana Office of
Community and Rural Affairs for
$1 million from the Community
Development Block Grant pro-
gram. 

See County page 5

Ambulance will get load system

Cursed on the stage

JCHS production of
‘Salem’s Daughter’
will open Thursday

Hydraulic arm lifts cots,
equipment, patients into vehicle
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Bringing in corn
A farmer harvests corn in a combine Tuesday morning in front of a couple of wind turbines that are part of

Bitter Ridge Wind Farm in a field on the north side of county road 650 South, just east of county road 550 West. The
weather was good for harvesting Tuesday with sunny skies and the high climbing to near 80 degrees.
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Richard Monroe
May 5, 1931-Oct. 22, 2023

Richard “Dick” D. Monroe,
age 92, of  Pennville, passed
away Sunday morning Oct. 22,
2023, at his residence.
He was born in Portland on

May 5, 1931, the son of  Orville
and Donna (Kile) Monroe. He
was married on Sept. 9, 1951, to
Clista Mae Dunn and she passed
away on Dec. 10, 1996. He later
married Carolyn Bailey, who
passed in 2010, and Phyllis Mar-

tin, who passed in
2022.
Richard

worked as a crane
operator for GM
and also was a
farmer. He served
in the U.S. Army
Air Corps and
was a 1949 Bryant
High School graduate. He was a
member of  American Legion,
IOOF and Tri-State Gas Engine
and Tractor Association, and
served in the National Guard.

Surviving are his son
Richard “Doug” Monroe (wife:
Tressie) of  Portland; and
daughter Lesa Kirby (husband:
Gary) of  Pennville; one brother,
Gary Monroe of  Sharpsville,
Indiana; five grandchildren,
Brandyn Towell (husband:
Chad), Gail Solether (husband:
Kenton), Cody Monroe and Cal-
lie Holliday (husband: Dakota);
and several great-grandchil-
dren.
He was preceded in death by

a grandson, Skylar Kirby; and

siblings Irma Hierholzer, Glo-
ria Johnson, Grace Walter,
Mary Smith, and James and
Jerry Monroe.
Funeral services will be Fri-

day, Oct. 27, 2023, at 3 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Mike Harris presid-
ing. Burial will follow in the
IOOF Cemetery in Pennville
with military graveside rites by
American Legion Post #211.
Visitation will be Friday from
noon to 3 p.m. 
Memorials can be made to the

Jay County Cancer Society or
choice of  the donor.
Condolences may be

expressed at bairdfreeman.com.
••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituar-

ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Wednesday
Landis, Mary: 2 p.m., Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

Thursday
Pogue, James: 10 a.m.,

Goodwin Funeral Home, 200 S.
Main St., Frankfort.

Vance, Phyllis: 11 a.m., Taber-
nacle Baptist Church, 31 Dou-
glass St., Cartersville, Georgia.

Friday
Monroe, Richard: 3 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Gibson, Betty: 4 p.m., Feller
and Clark Funeral Home, 1860
Center St., Auburn.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries

Monroe

Dismissed
Indiana v. Cassandra N.

Richman, Level 6 felony
Indiana v. Marquis

Fitzpatrick, Level 4
felony

Criminal mischief
A Portland man pleaded

guilty in Jay Superior
Court to criminal mis-
chief, a Class A misde-
meanor and a lesser
charge than filed in court.
Jake Boolman, 23, 1610

E. Division Road, had a
Level 6 felony for residen-
tial entry dismissed as
part of  his plea agree-
ment. He was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail and given two days
credit for time served.
Boolman was assessed

$185 in court costs and
ordered to pay $1,350 in
restitution.

Pointing firearm
A Pennsylvania man

was sentenced to prison
for pointing a firearm at
another person.
Vernon R. Shirk, 24, 263

Chestnut St., Mif-
flinburg, pleaded guilty
to the Level 6 felony in
Jay Circuit Court. He
was sentenced to 18
months in Indiana
Department of  Correc-
tion with all but 32 days
suspended and given 32
days credit for time
served. Shirk was placed
on probation, fined $25
and assessed $185 in
court costs.

Turning crash
A Ridgeville woman’s vehicle

struck a vehicle driven by a Geneva
woman at the intersection of  county
roads 250 West and 800 South about 5
a.m. Oct. 15.
Tamara K. Mason, 55, Ridgeville,

was driving her 2008 Buick Enclave
and stopped on county road 250 West
at its intersection with county road
800 South.  Dora M. Kahn, 58, Gene-
va, was also driving her 2007 Chevro-
let Impala on county road 800 South
and approaching the intersection. 

Mason drove in front of  Kahn,
according to an accident report
from Jay County Sheriff ’s Office,
hitting the driver’s side door on
Kahn’s vehicle. Damage is estimat-
ed between $2,500 and $5,000.

See page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
DUNKIRK — West Jay

Community Center is
ready to celebrate.
Pam Robbins, the com-

munity center’s adminis-
trator, visited Dunkirk City
Council on Monday to
report that the facility will
host an open house begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 8.
West Jay Community

Center will be showing off
its new flooring as well as
other improvements that
have been made.
The event will include

remarks by community
center board president
Derek Rodgers at 6 p.m.
Dunkirk native Mark Hard-
wick will be the featured
speaker.
Hardwick, CEO of  First

Merchants Corporation, is
a 1989 Jay County High
School graduate famed for
hitting the game-winning
shot in the Patriots’ upset
of  top-ranked Richmond.
He went on to play at Ball
State University, averaging
9.4 points per game and
shooting 44% from long dis-
tance during his senior sea-
son.
In July, Hardwick was

selected as part of  IBJ
Media's Indiana 250. The
list recognizes the state's
"most influential and

impactful business and
community leaders, repre-
senting public and private
companies, law firms, uni-
versities, not-for-profits,
government and communi-
ty organizations."
“We hope everyone will

come and visit our facility,”
said Robbins, noting that
there will be some give-
aways and light refresh-
ments will be served.
Dunkirk Mayor Jack

Robbins also reported that
Dunkirk Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation has
sold the property at 102
through 108 N. Main St. to
Glass Capital Chrysler. The
organization took control
of  the property in late 2021
after the roof  of  the build-
ing that previously stood
there collapsed. It is now an
empty lot.
Robbins said Glass Capi-

tal has already started work
at the site. He added that
the dealership plans to pave
the lot and install lighting
in order to make it the stag-

ing site for its pick-up
trucks.
In other business, coun-

cil:
•Heard from Jay County

community coordinator
Nate Kimball that house-
holds will be able to apply
for up to $25,000 through
the county’s owner-occu-
pied rehabilitation pro-
gram, which is being fund-
ed with the $1 million the
county is receiving through
Indiana Office of  Commu-
nity and Rural Affairs for
being a part of  the state’s
Hoosier Enduring Legacy
Program (HELP) that
assisted with planning for
how to spend federal coron-
avirus relief  funds through
the American Rescue Plan
Act. He said the application
has been sent back to Indi-
ana Office of  Community
and Rural Affairs for final
approval. The application
is expected to be open in
mid-November.
•Learned from Robbins

that a firm that expressed

interest in rehabilitating
the city’s trailer park on
Ohio Street has backed
out of  the project. Griffin
Schermer had visited
council’s Sept. 25 meeting
to present initial plans,
but Robbins said that
effort has since fallen
through.
•Heard from Brock

Farmer of  the city’s
wastewater department
that a softball tourna-
ment Saturday brought in
more than $1,200 for Toys
for Tots in addition to two
truckloads of  toys. “The
entire concession stand is
completely filled with
toys right now,” he said.
Council thanked Farmer
for his efforts.
•Tabled proposed

changes to the city’s
handbook on Bivens’
request.
•Approved a sponsor-

ship of  $100 for Dunkirk
Community Food Pantry.
•Heard from clerk-trea-

surer Tina Elliott that a
certificate of  deposit for
the wastewater depart-
ment was kept at Citizens
Bank with a new interest
rate of  $5.2% for 12
months. Council last
month approved allowing
Elliott to seek a better
interest rate for the CD.
•Approved payment of

claims totaling $842,340.35.

WJCC is ready to celebrate

Hardwick will be speaker
for open house on Nov. 8

Capsule Reports

Felony courts

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.87
Late Oct. corn..........4.72
Wheat ......................5.65

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.86
Oct./Nov. corn ........4.66
Dec. corn ..................4.81

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.62
Dec. corn ..................4.72
Beans ......................12.46

Dec. beans ..............12.88
Wheat ...................... 4.98

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.59
Nov. corn ..................4.63
Beans ......................12.53
Nov. beans ..............12.58
Wheat ......................5.41

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.43
Jan. corn ..................4.66
Beans ......................12.36
Nov. beans ..............12.39
Oct. wheat ..............4.99

Lotteries

In 1415, King Henry V
led the English army to
victory over French
forces at the Battle of
Agincourt during the
Hundred Years’ War.
In 1881, artist Pablo

Picasso was born in
Malaga, Spain. He
became one of  the most
influential artists in the
20th century and was one
of  the creators of
Cubism.
In 1940, basketball

coach Bob Knight was
born in Massillon, Ohio.
He coached Indiana Uni-
versity to national cham-
pionships in 1976, 1981
and 1987 and was induct-
ed into the Basketball
Hall of  Fame in 1991.
In 1955, the first

microwaves went on sale
to the public.
In 1975, Ridgeville’s

annual Halloween Festi-
val featured races and
rides following a parade.
William Bellis, com-
mander of  the Ridgeville
American Legion, served
as the festival’s chair-
man.
In 1983, the U.S. mili-

tary invaded Grenada on
the orders of  President
Ronald Reagan. The
invasion followed a mili-
tary coup, overthrowing
coup leaders and return-
ing power to governor-
general Sir Paul Scoon.
In 2021, Dunkirk City

Council approved the use
of  $84,647.30 in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act
funds to purchase and
install a new liner, life-
guard stations and grates
for the city pool.

—The CR

CR almanac

74/63 77/56 65/51 61/44 54/29
Mostly

cloudy skies
on Thursday,
with wind
gusts reach-
ing as high as
20 mph.

Another
day of rain is
expected
Monday. Oth-
erwise, most-
ly cloudy, with
a high of 54.

Rain will
likely contin-
ue through
the night into
Sunday, when
the low will
be 44.

More rain is
possible later
in the day Fri-
day, when the
high will climb
to the mid to
upper 70s.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a 50% chance
of showers and
a thunder-
storm.

Thursday
10/26

Friday
10/27

Saturday
10/28

Sunday
10/29

Monday
10/30

Powerball
Monday
2-27-31-44-64
Power Ball: 18
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $49

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $69

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-8-1
Daily Four: 2-8-5-5
Quick Draw: 3-7-9-10-

11-15-16-23-24-33-39-47-48-
52-53-62-72-78-79-80
Evening
Daily Three: 0-2-0

Daily Four: 7-2-0-3
Quick Draw: 8-10-11-

15-20-23-28-32-35-37-42-47-
50-53-56-62-63-73-77-80
Cash 5: 4-10-11-19-22
Estimated jackpot:

$589,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-5-7
Pick 4: 7-1-8-7
Pick 5: 9-6-1-8-6
Evening
Pick 3: 8-1-7
Pick 4: 8-7-1-8
Pick 5: 2-6-8-3-6
Rolling Cash: 5-10-15-

20-21
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, USDA
Service Center, 1331 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and
Jay County Council
executive session, audi-
torium, courthouse,

120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Friday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, city hall,
321 N. Meridian St.



DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I have been mar-
ried nine years. We are
active in our church. I am
very involved with our
women’s ministry, but my
husband has an issue with
our leader, “Nedra.” Nedra
has bad-mouthed my hus-
band to my face. I went to
my pastor with the issue,
and I am, basically, waiting
on God to fix it. 
Our WM team meets

multiple times a week,
which means I leave my
husband home alone for
dinner on those nights. (I
always make sure he has
dinner when I’m not home.)
Our meetings can go on for
an hour and a half  to two
hours, and my husband is
always upset when I get
home from them. 
I don’t know what to do.

He’s not upset that I’m
going to the meetings; he’s
upset at how long they last.
Nedra doesn’t like him, and
he doesn’t like her, especial-
ly since he knows what she
said about him. I feel stuck.
What do I do? — LADY OF
FAITH IN TEXAS
DEAR LADY: If  these

meetings occur more
than twice a week, your
husband may have a
point. Whether he and
Nedra like each other is
beside the point, unless
what he resents is that
you are with that
“witch.” He may feel it
encroaches on time you
should be spending
together. It’s time you
and your husband have a
calm discussion about
the frequency and length
of  those meetings so an

acceptable compromise
can be reached.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a cross-

dresser who is able to enjoy
wearing women’s clothes in
private at home. With Hal-
loween around the corner, I
want nothing more than to
be fully dressed as a woman
and go outside to experi-
ence how it feels.
My wife knows I enjoy

dressing up and tolerates it.
But she’s unwilling to let
me express myself  out of
the house or help me with
the process. How can I get
her to help me get dolled up
and experience being a
woman for one night? I feel
so deprived not being able
to be who I want to be. —
DRESSED AND READY
DEAR DRESSED: Hal-

loween is the one night
of  the year when many
people, yourself  includ-
ed, can decide to dress up
and become who they
really are (or would like
to be). Because your wife
won’t assist you, consid-
er visiting a makeup
counter and asking one
of  the salespeople to help
with your makeup that
night. And, if  nothing in
your closet suits the real
you, rent or buy an out-
fit. You do not need any-
one’s “permission.”

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
EUCHRE CLUB — Will

meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at

6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792.
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public

Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
DEMENTIA SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
LOCALS MARKET — Is

held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information,
contact The Flower Nook
at (260) 726-7166.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will

meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. 
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Arthur & Gloria Muselman 
Wellness Pavilion

Part Time: Fridays from 1pm-6pm and
occasional weekend hours

The front desk attendant is responsible for building and
maintaining customer relations while placing an emphasis on
excellent membership services. This position is responsible
for providing knowledge of operations and programs provided
by the Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion.

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or
send Resume to brianae@swissvillage.org.

FRONT DESK ATTENDANT

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com

ANY AD IN 
MAKE 

50$
COLOR FOR
OCTOBER 
ANY AD IN 

 R

r o (260) 726-8141 allC mo.c.ds@the al cria em

Community Calendar

Gonzalez-Cruz
Annalise Joel, a daughter, was

born Oct. 19 at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph to Ashlyn Hudson and
Andres Gonzalez-Cruz II of  Port-
land.
She weighed 7 pounds, 1 ounce.
Grandparents are Leslye and

Rodney Hudson of  Portland.
Great-grandparents are Sue and
Ellis Hudson of  Portland and

David and Roseanna Muth of  New
Weston, Ohio.

Poling
Karson Allen, a son, was born

Oct. 18 at St. Vincent Randolph to
Kirsten Martin and Brenden Pol-
ing of  Winchester.
He weighed 7 pounds, 12

ounces.
Grandparents are Kristie Banks

of  Winchester, Greg Poling of
Portland, Matthew Martin of
Union City and  Heather and Shan-
non Mackey of  Winchester.
Great-grandparents are Diana

and Richard Manson of  Winches-
ter, Judy and Jim Auker of  Port-
land, Scott and Anna Cross of  Win-
chester, Helen Kiser of  Winches-
ter, Jimmy Martin of  Winchester
and Kerri Ludy of  Winchester.

Photo provided

Author visit
Sharon Short, an author pictured above who writes under the pen name Jess

Montgomery, visited the Fort Recovery Public Library on Oct. 16 for a book club discussion on her
novel, “The Echoes.” It’s the fourth book in Kinship Historical Mysteries, a series set in 1920s
Appalachian Ohio and inspired by Ohio's true first female sheriff. Short also writes “Level Up Your
Writing (Life)” column for Writer’s Digest and teaches for Writer’s Digest University. 

Ministry leader
dislikes husband

Dear
Abby

Birth announcements
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Oct. 22, 2003.
The only surprising thing about
this column is that Jack didn’t
mention anything about spending
some of  his waiting time watching
birds. That activity would have
been a nice bookend for a day that
started with ducks and a heron.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
The black cat crossed my path

in Markle.
It had been a beautiful day up

to that point. I’d set out about 7
a.m. for North Manchester, fulfill-
ing a commitment to lead a work-
shop discussion at Manchester
College about free press issues in
the former Soviet Union.
On the way up, I passed

through the Loblolly Wetlands
Preserve, seeing hundreds of
ducks and spotting a Great Blue
Heron.
I figured the heron was a good

enough omen to ward off  whatev-

er Halloween bad luck the black
cat might send my way.
And for a while the day went

well.
I survived the workshop, then

came home by way of  Fort
Wayne, stopping at the Journal-
Gazette office in hopes of  run-
ning into a couple of  friends.
It wasn’t until I pulled into the

drive about 2:30 p.m. that I
remembered the black cat.
That was at the instant I

remembered that my house keys
were safely tucked away in the
left hand pocket of  the leather
jacket I wore when shooting side-

line pictures at Friday night’s
Patriot football game.
And that was the instant I sus-

pected the house was locked.
Connie and Sally had indefinite

plans for the day, so I had no clue
where they might be.
I tried the front door. Locked.
I tried the doorbell. That only

served to wake up the dog, who
was hopelessly confused.
If  your brain were the size of  a

walnut, you’d be confused by a
doorbell too.
I walked around back, noting

that Connie’s Jeep was gone, and
tried the back door.
Locked.
It’s not that we expect high

crime to be rampant on the west
side of  Portland. It’s just that
after living in a big city apart-
ment for several years, we got
used to locking our doors.
Most of  the time, it’s no prob-

lem. But when your keys are in
your left hand jacket pocket and

you know your jacket is hanging
in the hall closet inside a locked
house, it’s a problem.
I hauled my briefcase and

trenchcoat to the patio, grum-
bling all the way.
It was now 2:30 p.m., and my

day had started at 7 a.m., so I did
the only natural American thing.
I went to McDonald’s. With a
burger and a Diet Coke, I headed
back to the patio to wait.
Hauling a chair from the

garage, I found a place in the sun
and chowed down.
Half  an hour later, I’d run out

of  food and was beginning to run
out of  patience.
Fortunately, the U.S. Postal

Service came to call. Unfortunate-
ly, the only things delivered were
catalogs which will soon be recy-
cled and bills that will soon have
to be paid.
An hour in, I remembered that

my daughter Sally had hung a
new dartboard in the garage.

Twenty minutes later, I came to
the conclusion that there’s really
only so long a person can play
darts.
For awhile, I said I’d quit after

my first bullseye. Then it was
after my second.
After my third, I figured I

should shoot for five.
By now, the sun had settled low

enough into the sky that the
shadow of  our garage covered
the entire patio, making it far
less inviting.
To my great relief, it was about

that time that my wife and daugh-
ter came home. With the keys.
They were sympathetic about

my lock-out. Fortunately, the
weather had been good.
But the only one I could really

blame was me. I was the one who
left my keys in the left pocket of  a
jacket in the front hallway.
There’s no way I could pin that

on a black cat in Markle. Or is
there?

Cat could not be blamed for keys

East Bay Times
Tribune News Service
The nation’s government

is paralyzed — and it’s
hard to imagine a worse
time.
The good news is that for

the third time at least 20
brave Republicans com-
bined with Democrats to
block Rep. Jim Jordan from
becoming the next speaker
of  the House. The nation
could ill-afford an ultracon-
servative, Donald
Trump loyalist and fellow
election denier leading the
lower chamber of  Con-
gress or standing second in
line to succeed the presi-
dent.
The bad news is that the

latest rejection of  Jordan
extended the House dys-
function for an 18th day on
Friday following the
unprecedented ouster
of  Kevin McCarthy on Oct.
3. For 2 1/2 weeks, and
counting, the nation has
watched this slow-motion
trainwreck.
Surely, it wouldn’t last,

we thought. But it’s now
becoming apparent that
this could go on for a long
time. It’s already lasted far
too long. The government
again faces a shutdown
if  Congress can’t pass a
spending bill by Nov. 17,
when the short-term budg-
et deal President
Biden signed at the end of
September expires.
The lack of  a leader in

the House, and the result-
ing breakdown of  our leg-
islative process and
absence of  a budget accord,
threatens domestic social
programs and undermines
our role in preserving
world order.
Ukraine, the buffer

between Russia and
the NATO-aligned nations
of  Europe, is fighting for
survival and to preserve its
democracy. The Middle
East is on the precipice of  a
multi-faceted conflagra-
tion, triggered
by Hamas’ terrorist attack
on Israel countered by an
assault on and displace-
ment of  the people
of  Gaza that is becoming a
humanitarian crisis.
Biden has shown states-

manlike leadership with
unwavering support
for Ukraine, backing
for Israel coupled with
appropriate words of  cau-
tion to not overreach, and
efforts to break
the Gaza stalemate to allow
at least some aid to reach
displaced Palestinians.
There should be no illu-

sions that a lasting peace in
the Middle East can be
reached in the foreseeable
future. But that must be the
end goal. Moreover, any

hope for the survival
of  Ukraine or for keeping
the Middle East from spi-
raling out of  control
requires leadership and
money from the United
States.
Yet, our own democracy

is in crisis. The govern-
ment of  the wealthiest and
most powerful nation will
shut down in less than a
month if  there is no budget
deal.
Why? Because

the Republican Party is in
shambles. Hard-right con-
servatives engineered
McCarthy’s ouster with lit-
tle thought about a succes-
sion plan that could suc-
ceed. For them, bipartisan
compromise is simply off
the table. Indeed, it was
such compromises by
McCarthy, which kept the
country from financial
breakdown, that led to his
ouster.
That most members of

the GOP pressed so hard
for a divisive member like
Jordan to lead the House,
that they threatened hold-
out members of  their own
party for not backing him,
demonstrates how far right
most elected Republi-
cans have migrated, how
ugly the internal party pol-
itics have become and how
hard it will be to reach
compromise.
Even

five California members
from heavily competitive
districts in the Central Val-
ley and southern part of
the state — David Val-
adao, Michelle Steel, Mike
Garcia, John
Duarte and Ken Calvert —
stood by Jordan through
three rounds of  voting.
Loyalty to the Trump wing
of  the party, and the fear of
a primary challenge from
the right, are driving a
wedge between Republican
members of  Congress and
representation of  their
diverse constituents.
At least until the next

election, this is the band of
leaders the nation has been
dealt. Unless Republi-
cans can bridge their dif-
ferences and land on a
unity candidate, who has
yet to surface, for speaker,
the only hope seems to be a
deal between moderates of
both parties.
That would be a good out-

come for Congress and the
nation. But, for now, it’s
just wishful thinking.

Dysfunction couldn’t
come at a worse time

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
When I was growing up, going to

school was not optional. Unless I had
a fever and couldn’t get out of  bed, I
went — no “Price Is Right” on the
couch for me. Schools made a big deal
out of  showing up, even giving away
free bikes for perfect attendance.
But the data is clear now: parents

are more permissive with their chil-
dren’s attendance. And that hurts
kids.
The Indiana Department of  Edu-

cation shocked many when it recent-
ly released data showing that about
40% of  Hoosier students missed 10 or
more school days last year, and near-
ly one in five were absent for at least
18 days.
The chronic absentee rate in the

2018-19 school year was just 11.2%.
But it rose to 18.5% in 2020-21 — the
first year after the pandemic — and
topped out at 21.1% in the 2021-22
school year, according to state data.
The 2022-23 data indicates that

19.3% of  students were chronically
absent from school.
To put those percentages into raw

numbers, roughly 221,000 Hoosier
students were considered chronical-
ly absent during the last academic
year.
More than 400,000 students missed

at least 10 days of  school — which,
per Indiana statute — made them
“habitually absent.”
And it’s not just in Indiana. The

national chronic absenteeism rate
has skyrocketed since the pandemic,
from 16% in 2019 to an estimated 33%
in 2022. This is the highest rate since
the U.S. Department of  Education
released its first national measure-
ment of  chronic absenteeism in 2016.

Reasons
So, the question is ‘why?’
There are always barriers, espe-

cially for children in poverty. Trans-

portation is one area that is increas-
ingly problematic, as bus driver
shortages mean last-minute cancel-
lations and parents with no backups.
But there is a clear correlation to

the pandemic, when kids were sent
home for much of  the school year in
2020. At the time, it was the right
call. We have lots of  hindsight now,
but back then, COVID-19 was a novel
virus that no one had experience
with, and officials did the best they
could with limited and changing
information.
Schools quickly set up remote

instruction and students, parents
and educators muddled through.
But somehow, parents and stu-

dents took away from that pandemic
that it’s not a big deal for their kids
to miss school. They email; they
receive assignments and send them
back. Even snow days are now e-
learning.
Technology is a supplement that

should be used sparingly. Being in
the classroom has a direct correla-
tion to success.
A White House release last month

said research shows that school
absences take
a toll on grades and performance on
standardized tests. Beyond test
scores, irregular attendance can be
a predictor of  high school drop-out,
which has been linked to poor labor
market prospects, diminished
health, and increased involvement in
the criminal justice system.

What’s next
It’s clear schools need to do more to

encourage attendance, starting with
direct outreach to parents.
One suggestion from the U.S.

Department of  Education is “nudg-
ing” — a type of  communication tech-
nique that could include “sending
families a periodic postcard with stu-
dent attendance records and/or
encouragement to strive for consis-
tent attendance to reduce absen-
teeism, or sending weekly updates on
missed assignments or absences.”
I do think maybe sometimes par-

ents don’t track the absences in their
mind and could be surprised by the
high number when confronted with
it. Anecdotally, I know parents more
often now take children out of  school
for vacations more than in the past.
They should strive to do that as a last
resort. My daughter had plenty of
days off  for us to plan family fun.
Education officials should delve

into whether transportation short-
ages are causing some of  these
absences and make recommenda-
tions for lawmakers for the 2024 ses-
sion. I think the state could also
incentivize attendance with scholar-
ships or grants. Everything should be
on the table, even if  it costs money.
Unfortunately, police and prosecu-

tors also have a role to play. I couldn’t
find data on whether law enforce-
ment is focusing more or less on tru-
ancy, but there are laws regarding
parental responsibility and they
should be enforced.
School resource officers that

already exist in many schools could
be a place to start interacting with
parents about attendance.
And all this should happen fast —

before the learning losses compound
even more.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana State-

house since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Continued from page 1
“I’d like to thank the

board officers for partici-
pating in the process, as
well as the association for
its continued partnership,”
said Jay Schools superin-
tendent Jeremy Gulley.
“I’ve seen the teacher situa-
tion improve year over
year. I like the direction it’s
going.”
Laux, Geesaman and

Ford all made positive com-
ments about the negotia-
tions process, with
Geesaman calling it
“refreshing.”
The smooth negotiating

process — an agreement
was reached in just two
meetings — comes 10 years
after an impasse between
the school corporation and
the teachers association.
The dispute ended up going
all the way to the Indiana
Supreme Court, which
ruled in favor of  the school
corporation but also set
aside an Indiana Education
Employment Relations
Board decision to strike a
contract provision that
called for additional pay for
teachers working outside
of  their contracted duties.
Asked after Monday’s

meeting, Gulley said he
feels the recent positive
relationship between the
school corporation and its
teachers stems from a con-
solidation process that has
allowed more money to go
into the classroom and a
relationship of  trust.
“We’ve always told the

truth,” he said. “And over

time, that trust builds a bet-
ter process and a better out-
come.”
Also approved Monday

were memorandums of
understanding with admin-
istrators and support staff
as well as pay increases for
substitutes. The votes were
unanimous with the excep-
tion of  Ford dissenting on
the memorandum with
administrators. (He
declined to comment on his
vote.)
Raises for administrators

came in at 5%, pushing
salaries to $143,249 for the
superintendent, $120,081 for
the assistant superintend-
ent and the special educa-
tion director, $118,701 for
the junior/senior high
principal, $102,594 for the
high school assistant prin-
cipal/athletics director and
$98,700 for the business
manager. Other adminis-
trative salaries include
$94,339 for elementary
school principals as well as
the junior/senior high
assistant principal for cur-
riculum and $82,000 for
assistant elementary prin-
cipals and the director of  e-
learning.
All support staff  will

receive at least a 5% raise
with a minimum increase
of  $1 per hour.
Substitute teacher pay

was increased by 6%, with
certified substitutes mov-
ing to $111 per day and non-
certified to $95 per day. Rate
increases of  between 6%
and 15% were implemented
for other substitutes.

Continued from page 1
The story progresses from there, with

Heather and her friends dealing with the
consequences of  disturbing the “witch’s”
bones.
They then must work through the impli-

cations of  their own actions.
“We have drama,” Bilbrey said. “There’s

some comedy as far as teenage angst. And
hopefully it keeps the audience thinking.”
The cast features Aeroelet Cooke as

Heather. Sammie Sager, Alivia Toney,
Cheyenne Ladewig, Allie McAbee and
Tessa Miller play her friends Jennifer,
Jeannie, Marcy, Dottie and Toni, respec-
tively. The rest of  the cast includes Lane
Stephens, Labibah Awliya, Natalee Hough,
Lucy Smith, Ava Smith and Maley Recker.

Amongst the group, Miller and Sager
are the lone seniors.
Bilbrey is hopeful that the show can

serve as something of  a re-launch for
the school’s drama program, which has
not put on a full-length show in two-
and-a-half  years.
Its last full production was the

comedic murder mystery “Offed at the
Bake-Off ” in spring 2021.
Tickets for the show are $5 and will

be available at the door.
“We have a lot of  talented kids here,”

said Bilbrey, encouraging the commu-
nity to come out and support the stu-
dents. “We’ve not had a show here for a
while. And I really want this program
to succeed.”

Raises ...

Stage ...

Continued from page 1
Jay County should

receive the funding, which
was offered as an incentive
for communities allocating
their American Rescue
Plan Act dollars through
OCRA’s Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program (HELP). It
requires an $88,000 match
in American Rescue Plan
Act dollars.
Using the funding, the

county is planning to cre-
ate an owner-occupied
rehabilitation program for
low to moderate income
Jay County residents to
make home improvements,
such as a new roof, furnace
or air conditioning unit.
The program would allow
up to $25,000 per person.
Applications are expected
to open sometime in
November.
Commissioners also

heard from Redkey Town
Council member Gary
Gardner and Redkey town
employee Randy Young
about the combined sewer
overflow (CSO) that runs
south from a rural part of
the county into Redkey. 
Gardner noted the town

has until the end of  the
year to come up with a plan
to eliminate the CSO,
which is in violation of
Indiana Department of
Environmental Manage-
ment regulations. Jay
County Health Department
administrator and environ-
mentalist Heath Butz sug-
gested meeting with Red-
key officials to discuss how
to tackle the issue.
In other business, com-

missioners:
•Heard from Jessica

Clayton of  insurance bro-
ker One Digital. If  Jay
County renews its agree-
ment with Physicians
Health Plan, it would see a
4% increase next year.
Employees would see a 6%
increase in dental insur-
ance and a higher
deductible with the high
deductible plan — it would
jump from $4,000 to $6,000
— but would have the
option to open a Health
Savings Account.
•Agreed to raise buggy

plate renewal fees to $120
per year and enact a $25
late fee. (The rates had
been $60 annually.) Aker
noted Adams County’s rate
is currently $120 and is
expected to increase soon.
•Approved a work permit

for Indiana Michigan
Power to have the right-of-
way for work on several
roads, including county
roads 1150 West, 1000 West,
500 South, 800 West, 700
West, 600 West, 550 West,
650 West, 450 West, Como
Road, 700 South, 325 West,
250 West, 175 West and 100
West.
•Heard from Aker that

the bridge replacement
project on Indiana 26
(Water Street) on the east
side of  Portland should be
finished by Nov. 1.
•OK’d a letter of  support

for plans to build an in-
patient mental health facil-
ity in Delaware County. It
would accept patients from
across the region, includ-
ing Jay and Blackford
counties.
•Gave Jay County sur-

veyor Brad Daniels permis-
sion to purchase a Komat-
su excavator from Bran-
deis Machinery for
$200,410, put a $50,000 down
payment on the equipment
and secure a five-year loan
from First Financial Bank
for the remainder at an
interest rate of  6.16%.
•Signed a $55,405 claim

from Glass Capital Motors
of  Dunkirk for a new
Dodge 2500 Tradesman
pickup for Jay County
Highway Department.
•Selected a $3,520 quote

from Progressive Del Toro
for paper.

County ...

Continued from page 2
Looked off road
A Crawfordsville man drove

off  Industrial Drive in Portland
and hit guardrails along the road
about 10:46 a.m. Thursday.
Jesse Bone, 75, was driving a

2023 Freightliner semi north on
the road near its intersection
with Lafayette Street when he
bent down to pick up a cigarette,
according to a Portland police
report. When he looked back at
the road, he had driven off  the
side, and he couldn’t stop from
striking the guardrails.
Damage is estimated between

$25,000 and $50,000. The semi —
it’s registered to Quality Carri-
ers of  Joliet, Illinois — was
towed.

Lost control
A Middletown man lost control

of  his vehicle, causing him to
spin into another lane on Indi-

ana 67 and collide with oncoming
traffic about 11:16 a.m. Thursday.
Andrew T. Skinner II, 20, was

driving his 2010 Dodge Charger
south on the highway when he lost
control of  it, causing his vehicle to
spin into the northbound lane.
Skinner’s vehicle crashed into a
2013 Ford Focus driven by 34-year-
old Miranda L. Peterson of
Dunkirk, according to a Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report.
Peterson sustained a bruise on

her neck from the accident, and
her passenger, 47-year-old Debra L.
Edwards of  Dunkirk, complained
of  abdomen pain.
Both vehicles were towed, with

damage estimated between $5,000
and $10,000.

Intersection crash
Damage is estimated between

$10,000 and $25,000 after a Portland
woman’s vehicle crashed into a
Portland man’s car at the intersec-

tion of  Commerce and Main
streets about 2:45 p.m. Oct. 14.
Dawn Keller, 53, told Portland

police she was driving her 2011
Toyota 4Runner south on Com-
merce Street and approached the
intersection with Main Street. As
she continued through the inter-
section, an eastbound 2013 Chevro-
let Cruze driven by 20-year-old Jose
A. Mendez-Alvarez drove through
the intersection and struck her car,
according to a report from Port-
land police. Mendez-Alvarez told
police he didn’t see the stop sign as
he drove through the intersection,
causing him to strike Keller’s vehi-
cle.
Both vehicles were towed.

Wide turn
A Portland man turned his car

into another vehicle on Votaw
Street about 8 p.m. Oct. 14.
Pedro Cuplay, 41, was driving his

2000 Honda Civic on Franklin

Street when he turned west onto
Votaw Street. He told Portland
police he turned too wide and
struck an eastbound 2007 Ford F-
150 driven by 63-year-old Chris A.
Roser of  Portland.
Cuplay was cited with infrac-

tions for driving without a valid
license and driving without finan-
cial responsibility.

Around curve
A Portland man lost control of

the vehicle he was driving near the
intersection of  Indiana 26 and Indi-
ana 67, causing an accident about
11 a.m. Friday.
Nicholas J. Steed, 29, Portland,

was driving northwest on Indiana
26 just north of  Indiana 67 when he
lost control of  the 2005 Cadillac
CTS he was driving. Steed went off
the north side of  the road and hit a
tree.
Damage is estimated between

$2,500 and $5,000.

Capsule Reports

Artisan
effort

Teresa Kelly works
on her lathe Saturday
at Pennville Park. The
rural Portland resident
sold various wooden
bowls and other
handcrafted items
during the Pennville
Pumpkin Festival.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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CBD product
AceWellness. W
antee highest
most competitiv
on CBD produc
gels, Oils, S
Vape & more.
Code: PRINT
Now 833-226-31



LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
SWITCH TO DISH and
get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limit-
ed time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-855-551-9764
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required

for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
AUCTION

Evening Optimists of
Portland, Saturday,
November 4th,

10:00am-?. Smitley’s
Auction House, 119 E
Main, Portland. Door
prizes every hour. Items
in Auction: Miscella-

neous, personal, house-
hold items, gift certifi-
cates and food items. All
new! Proceeds to fund
Optimist projects and
Christmas families.

Sandwiches, pies, drinks
to purchase. Lacey

Smitley will be the auc-
tioneer. AU10600051 
GARRISON AUCTION
Saturday, October 28,

2023
8124 The Avenue,  Pen-

nville IN
10:00 A.M./10:30 A.M. 

(Double Ring)
Palamino Stampede
Camper w/slide out;
Polaris Ranger XP; Big
Tex Trailer; John Deere
X530 54” Riding Mower;

TOOLS;
HUNTING; FISHING;
RELOADING EQUIP-
MENT; motors; farm

implements; collectibles;
household; primitives;

furniture; Too
much too list! Check out
auctionzip for full auction

ad & pictures!!

Auctionzip.com #11389
Jim &amp; Cathy Garri-

son, owners
Mel Smitley’s Real

Estate & Auctioneering
(260)-726-6215 – Office

Laci Smitley –
AU10600051

260-729-2281 – Cell
Gary White –
AU19800069 

PUBLIC AUCTION
MONDAY NOVEMBER
13TH, 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 7259 W 200

N. Pennville, IN
REAL ESTATE

79 Acres in section 7
Greene Township, Jay
County Indiana. To be
offered in two tracts and

entirety.
Tract 1: 16 acres with
approximately 13 acres
tillable, balance being
road frontage on County

Road 200
N and wooded. Tract 2:
63 acres practically all
tillable with road
frontage on County
Road 150 N.

Tract 3: Combination of
tract 1 and 2. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNERS: Carl and
Betty Stultz Estate

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY NOVEM-
BER 4 TH , 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 1301 E Old
SR 22, Hartford City, IN
Open House Sunday
October 22 from 1-3pm
or for private showing
phone auctioneers
REAL ESTATE

37 +/- Acres in section
12 Licking Township,
Blackford County. To be
offered in two tracts and
entirety. Tract 1: 3 acres
with 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home containing 3500
sq foot of finished living

area.
Hot tub. Attached 24’ x
45’ garage.  Tract 2: 34

+/- acres with
approximately 15 acres
tillable, balance being
wooded with some sell-

able timber.
VEHICLES – TRACTOR
– RTV – GOLF CART
2012 GMC 1500 Kodiak
pickup truck,  2009 Sat-

urn Sky redline turbo
convertible, Ford 4000
gas tractor with 2400 GT
hyd. loader, Craftsman
GT 3000 23 HP mower
46” cut with snowblower.
HAY – STRAW - SHOP

TOOLS
180 Small square bales
Alfalfa. 100 bales mixed
grass. 25 bales straw.
Saddles and bridles. 
GUNS – ANTIQUES –

MISC
Remington model 41 22
cal. single shot. Thom-
son Center Scout 50 cal.
muzzleloader.  5 gallon
and 2 gallon crock jugs.
Barn pulleys. Steamer
trunk. Settee. 2 minia-
ture porcelain dolls (over
150 years old). Porce-
lain Kewpie doll. 1956
Rempel doll. Copper

horse.
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-
ERAL ITEMS NOT
MENTIONED

OWNERS: Roy and
Dorothy Stewart.

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located : 7638 N 650 W
Bryant, IN 

Saturday morning
NOVEMBER 11, 2023

9:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

PARCEL #1: 2 Story
home with 3 bedrooms,
1 bathroom, large
family room, partial

basement, and a 2 car
attached garage.

This home has a new
gas furnace plus a wood
furnace, newer windows,
new well, and a metal
roof. This parcel has

several outbuildings and
will contain approximate-

ly 4 acres.
PARCEL #2: 58.11
Acres of land with 48
acres tillable, 6.5 acres
of woods and the bal-
ance in roadway and

ditch.
Parcel #3: 62.11 acres
of land with house and

outbuildings.
FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT  KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-
2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY TO SELL IMMEDI-
ATELY AFTER REAL

ESTATE.

HOUGHFAMILY TRUST
By Freda Corwin &amp;

Mitch Corwin
Co-Trustees
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning
October 28th, 2023

9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Grandfather clock; 4

drawer dresser with mir-
ror; vanity dresser with
mirror; 2 pc. lighted

china cabinet;Fruitwood
dining room table with 6
chairs; cedar chest; nail
keg; sausage stuffer;
Indian dolls; White
Mountain wood ice
cream freezer; Pfaltz-
graff dishes; Longaberg-
er baskets; Hummel
plates; McCoy; steins;
POTTERY: 50+ PIECES
OF ROSEVILLE; VAN
BRIGGLE VASES;
WELLER VASES;

WELLER BOWL. McCoy
cookie jars; crockery
water dispenser; and
many other items

not listed.
PIERCE FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

MONDAY NOVEMBER
13 TH , 2023
TIME 6:00 P.M.

LOCATED: 4579 W 200
N, 

Portland IN
64 ACRES OFFERED

IN TRACTS
Tract 1: 3 Bedroom two
story home containing
2376 square foot of liv-
ing area. Home has
central air and is in

move-in condition. 55’ x
44’ Barn with lean-to

and porch. Nicely situat-
ed

on 5 acres. Tract 2: 59
acres practically all till-
able in section 10

Greene Township, Jay
County

Indiana. Tract 3: Combi-
nation of tracts 1 and 2.

OWNER: Chris
Schwartz

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 
CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 

APPLES-CIDER-PUMP-
KINS For Sale. Daily
1pm-7pm Menchhofer
Farms; 5679 Wabash
Rd., Coldwater, OH. 419-
942-1502 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 4579 W 200 N, Portland Indiana

MONDAY
NOVEMBER 13TH, 2023

6:00 P.M. 
Open House Sunday, October 29th, 1PM - 3PM

64 ACRES OFFERED IN TRACTS  
Tract 1: 3 Bedroom two story home containing 2376
square foot of living area. Home has central air and
is in move-in condition. 55’ x 44’ Barn with lean-to
and porch. Nicely situated on 5 acres. Tract 2: 59
acres practically all tillable in section 10 Greene
Township, Jay County Indiana. Tract 3:
Combination of tracts 1 and 2.  

TERMS
Cash with 10% nonrefundable deposit due at the
auction, balance upon closing. Closing to be within
30-45 days. If survey is necessary cost to be split
between buyer and seller. Final sale not subject to
buyer being able to obtain financing. Make financial
arrangements if needed. Buyers tax obligation to
begin with the May 2024 installment and thereafter. 

OWNER: Chris Schwartz
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE-AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com
CR 10-25,11-4-2023 NS 11-1 NG 10-31
NT 11-1 RB 10-31

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 8th day of November,
2023 will consider the following additional appropriations in
excess of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL

1000-232-30-0021 Circuit Court- Postage $1,452.00
SURVEYOR CORNERSTONE PERP

1202-001-30-0146 Location of Cornerstones $7,500.00
SHERIFF DONATIONS

4103-001-40-0026 Firearms $2,832.39
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WINDFARM

4500-001-30-0234 Jay County Baseball Club $220,000.00
SURVEYOR BACKHOE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

4903-001-20-0055 Backhoe Parts & Service $2,000.00
4903-001-40-0077 Excavator $50,000.00

TITLE IV-E REIMBURSEMENT
8891-001-30-0087 Pauper Counsel $1,580.00

COMMUNITY CROSSINGS GRANT 2023
9114-001-40-0027 PAVING $42,562.50

JAY COUNTY SOLID WASTE
3008-95 IDEM Grant $66,500.26
4003-07 Other Equipment $8,900.00
Total $403,327.15
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days ofreceipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks,Jay County Auditor
CR & NS 10-25-2023 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2023 TERM

No. 38CO1-2310-EU-000025
In the Matter of 

the Unsupervised 
Administration of 

the Estate of:
Lesa Blanchard, Deceased

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that Jim
Shumaker was, on the 16th day
of October, 2023, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the es-
tate of Lesa Blanchard de-
ceased, who died on October
9th, 2023
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
23rd day of October, 2023.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney 
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 10-25,11-1-2023-HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
Spread around the ball it did,

as Gels tallied four kills in the
set while Baumer, Ellie Ful-
lenkamp and Karlee Buscher
each had three.
The third set didn’t start any

better as St. Henry started on a
7-0 run including three more
aces from Baumer. She finished
with six aces while the rest of
the team had matched her.
Fort Recovery didn’t lay

down, taking six of  the next
seven points, with kills from
Kennedy Muhlenkamp and
Teigan Fortkamp, who also had
a block, to cut the lead to only
two points.
Two hitting errors by

Fortkamp and kills from Lydia
Werling and Molly Wendel put
St. Henry back in the driver’s
seat with a 12-6 lead. The Indi-

ans would battle alongside St.
Henry but were unable to gain
the lead before they lost the
match.
“We just couldn't find the

holes,” Fortkamp said “They
have really good defense and we
just couldn't get balls to hit the
floor.”
Fortkamp led the Indians

with eight kills in the match.
Behind her were Mullenkamp,
Paige Guggenbiller and Mara
Pearson all with three and Kar-
lie Niekamp with one.
Fort Recovery had a strong

first set by taking advantage of
11 errors and an aggressive
attack that led to three blocks,
two by Saige Leuthold and one
by Neikamp.
While the aggressive attack

caused errors and shots to be
blocked, it also fueled 13 kills

and five aces, which was
enough to secure the set.
“Against a team like that, you

can't have a whole lot of  errors,
you gotta play pretty clean,”
Guggenbiller said. “You hope
the stars all line up, and some-
times they do, sometimes they
don't.”
Fort Recovery will lose seven

seniors from the team that fin-
ished fourth in the Midwest
Athletic Conference. While all
seven were on the team in pre-
vious years, many of  them
received new roles this season.
Last year, the Indians only

managed an 8-15 record while
going 3-6 in the MAC for sev-
enth place and were bounced in
the sectional opener. This sea-
son, they improved to have a
winning record, getting back to
the district tournament and

were ranked in the top 10 for
five out of  the six weeks coach-
es voted.
“I'm proud of  my team overall

and what we have accomplished
this year,” Guggenbiller said.
“We adjusted, we adapted and
we did what we needed to this
year. We had big goals and we
worked real hard for those and
unfortunately came up a little
short today.
“But I'm very proud overall

how our team has progressed
from last year to this year, and I
can't ask for anything more.”
With the win, St. Henry

advances to the district final
against the No. 2, first-raned
Coldwater Cavaliers on Wednes-
day.
Three of  Fort Recovery’s sen-

iors and two of  St. Henry’s were
recognized by the District 8 Vol-

leyball Association on Sunday.
Fortkamp, Gels and Werling

were selected to the Divisions I,
II, III All-Star First Team. 
The trio will join up with

Coldwater’s Morgan
Blasingame, Spencer Etzler and
Madison Wendel, as well as
Parkway’s Paige Stephenson on
the West team for the All-Star
senior match. The game will be
played at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
15, at Coldwater. Admission for
the match will be $3 for adults
and $2 for students.
The game will be the last for

Fortkamp representing Fort
Recovery before going to the
University of  Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne where she will play
volleyball with her sister Paige.
Mara Pearson and Cali Wen-

del were also recognized, being
listed as honorable mentions. 
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Tribe volleyball’s season
ends in district opener,

see story below

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
KALIDA — The Indians

knew it would be a tall
task to get to the district
championship.
They kept up in the

first set, but slowly lost
energy and let things slip
away in the second and
third.
No. 3, second-seeded St.

Henry dominated the
service line as it beat the
No. 11, third-seeded Fort
Recovery High school vol-
leyball team 25-20, 25-11,
25-16 in the OHSAA Divi-
sion III Northwest 3 dis-
trict opener on Monday
night at Kalida.
“St. Henry’s a good

team,” FRHS coach
Travis Guggenbiller said.
“They took control of  the
service line and served
aggressively and we were
out of  system a majority
of  the game.”
The Indians (17-7) were

hanging with St. Henry
(21-3) to start the second
set. Things didn’t start to
go downhill until Chloe
Gels started to serve.
Gels was serving at the

end of  the first set when
St. Henry went on a four-
point run that helped seal
the game. In the second,
she served during a five-
point run that led to a 11-
4 lead. Fort Recovery
would slowly battle back,

but another five-point
run that included two
aces from Morgan
Baumer cemented St.
Henry’s control of  the
set.
“I think it was the serv-

ice game,” St. Henry's
coach Tricia Rosenbeck
said. “We just kept get-
ting them out of  system.
When we get people out
of  system and we're get-
ting some easy balls,
we're just able to run
everyone. We can kind of
spread it out and it
makes it really hard for
the other team’s blockers
and I thought we were
able to do that tonight.”

See Tribe page7

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery senior Teigan Fortkamp goes up to hit against three St.
Henry defenders during Monday’s district opener.

Tribe falls in three


