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William Fields, 81, rural
Portland
Doris Cheeseman, 97,

Berne
Ralph Hamner, 81, Port-

land
Carole Arnold, 67, Braden-

ton, Florida
Treadesa Jackson, 83,

Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  45 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 32.
Winter-like temperatures

are projected to continue
tonight with the low dropping
to 26 degrees. Expect mostly
sunny skies Thursday with a
high of  48.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

The Portland Foundation is
accepting applications for its
Friends of  Jay County Agricul-
ture 2023 grant cycle. It makes
grants to tax-exempt organiza-
tions operating or proposing to
operate programs for the bene-
fit of  agriculture in Jay Coun-
ty. Applications are available at
portlandfoundation.org. The
deadline is Nov. 9.

Thursday — Photos from
Tuesday’s Halloween festivi-
ties in Portland.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS girls wrestling
team’s season opener.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Dunkirk has not re-elect-

ed a mayor in more than
three decades.
The incumbent would

like to break that trend.
His challenger is hoping to
keep it going.
Incumbent Democrat

Jack Robbins is seeking a
second term as mayor of
Dunkirk while Republican
Jay Miller is trying to oust
him from that seat.
Robbins is a retired

union laborer who served
two terms on Dunkirk City
Council before defeating
incumbent Republican
Gene Ritter in the 2019
general election. He previ-
ously served as health and
safety officer for six years
and zoning administrator
for four years.
Miller grew up in

Dunkirk before serving 20
years in the U.S. Air Force.
He then lived in St. Louis
before moving back to his
hometown. He worked as a
call center manager and is
now retired. He defeated
Alden Glessner in the GOP
primary in May.
Dunkirk has had six

consecutive one-term may-
ors. The last to win a bid
for re-election was Grant
Fager in 1991, when he was
unopposed.
Miller indicated his feel-

ing is that attracting new
industry is the most
important issue facing
Dunkirk. He said he would
be active in trying to
attract industry by work-
ing with the governor and

state officials in order to
put the city on their radar
and would utilize incen-
tives such as tax breaks.
He said bringing more

industry to Dunkirk is the
key to making progress
across a wide range of
areas.
“My biggest thing is

about bringing jobs back
so our kids and grandkids
have a place to go to work,”
he said. “After that, I think
a lot of  the other issues
will start to fix themselves.
We’ll get businesses down-
town because people will
have money to spend.”
Robbins focused his

attention on serving the
residents of  Dunkirk and
making them happy. That
includes improving the
city’s infrastructure,
downtown area, parks and
trails, he said.
“And the biggest thing

for Dunkirk, and I can’t
push it enough, is your
community center,” he
said. “You’ve got to have
that community center
doing activities and doing
different things and you’ve
got to be behind them.
That community center, a
36-acre park and that
swimming pool is a big
draw for Dunkirk.”
Discussing downtown

revitalization, Robbins
said the process is already
underway. He pointed to
various investments being
made including the Weaver
Building and former pet
store being renovated, MJS
Mortuaries constructing a
new facility, AgBest Coun-
try Mart building a new
store and Glass Capital
Chrysler expanding.
Miller said the down-

town all comes back to
bringing in industry. He
said he feels making down-
town look pretty isn’t
going to building Dunkirk
back up if  no one has
money to spend.
Addressing other issues,

Miller said he would like
to improve the city’s
streets. 

See Mayor page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
A local organization is

getting some additional
help in its effort to start
an early learning center.
The Portland Founda-

tion announced Tuesday
that it has been selected
to receive a $50,000 grant
from the Ball Brothers
Foundation of  Muncie
for the renovation and
expansion of  the play-
ground at the future Jay
County Early Learning
Center.
“The Portland Founda-

tion is honored to part-
ner with Ball Brothers
Foundation to provide
services for Jay County’s
youngest residents,” said
foundation executive
director Doug Inman in a
press release. “The Jay
County Early Learning
Center will assist in
addressing the shortage
of  high-quality early
childhood education
opportunities in the com-
munity and as we know,
play time is an important
part of  early education.”
The foundation pur-

chased the former Judge
Haynes Elementary
School, 827 W. High St.,
Portland, in 2022 with a
goal of  converting it into
an early learning center.
During its annual meet-
ing in May, Inman
announced that the foun-
dation had entered into
an agreement with West-
minster Preschool of
Marion to operate Jay
County Early Learning
Center. The facility is
planned to serve 150 new-
borns through 5-year-old
children.

See Grant page 5

Two in race
for mayor
of Dunkirk

Robbins
seeks 2nd
term as
Miller

challenges

Demolition,
roof work

are planned
for this month

Grant
awarded
for early
learning
center

By LAURA DAVISON
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
Vice President Kamala Harris

is poised to announce an invest-
ment of  more than $200 million
from philanthropic foundations
to finance artificial intelligence
advancements as part of  the
White House’s effort to guide the
quickly developing technology,
according to an administration
official.
The investment aligns with

the Biden administration’s
broader goals of  promoting AI
innovation that protects con-
sumers and support internation-
al rules for the nascent technolo-
gy. The funders are also prioritiz-
ing initiatives focused on safe-
guarding democracy, assisting
workers facing AI-driven
changes and improving the
transparency around AI, the offi-
cial said.
The looming announcement

comes as Harris is scheduled to
travel to London this week to
meet with industry and foreign
government leaders at a summit
on AI risks. While overseas, she
will also deliver a speech focus-

ing on containing the dangers
posed by AI, including societal
harms, bias, discrimination and
misinformation, the official said.
“Government has a real criti-

cal role but government cannot
alone deal with all these issues,”
said Ike Irby, a deputy domestic
policy adviser to the vice presi-
dent. “We need to pull every
lever possible to meet the chal-
lenge of  AI.”
President Joe Biden on Mon-

day signed an executive order
that empowers the federal gov-
ernment to enact security stan-
dards and privacy protections on
new AI tools. The order will have
broad effects on companies
including Microsoft Corp., Ama-
zon.com Inc. and Alphabet Inc.’s
Google, which will have to sub-
mit test results on their new
models to the government before
releasing them to the public. The
directive also calls for AI-gener-
ated content to be labeled.
The use of  AI tools has soared

in recent months with the
release of  platforms, including
OpenAI’s ChatGPT app, that are
readily accessible to the average
consumer.

Harris to unveil
AI contributions

Proud
princess
Dunkirk held its

annual Trunk or Treat
event Saturday evening at
Dunkirk City Park.
Pictured, Makenna Bland,
7, Redkey, smiles and
spins as she skips to the
next trunk to get her
treats in her princess
costume.

Putting in place
Crews use two cranes Tuesday morning to

move pieces into place as part of the bridge
replacement project on Indiana 26 (Water Street) over
the Salamonie River on the east side of Portland.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



Page 2 Local The Commercial Review
Wednesday, November 1, 2023

      
    
        

   
           

           
              

             

       

 
          

  
           

     
     

 
SSMMMSSM

      
    
        

   
           

           
              

             

       

 
          

  
           

     
     

 
IILLEE……

A

…ELI
T

70

ft

f
f

ue will appear in
e News-Gazette,
ews and Sun the
8.
photo of your stafff.
, the feee will be $20.
hoto to us by Nov. 30.)
e, thhe feee will be $50.

& photos is

8th!
who wants to be

would like to be in
l section, please

260)) 7226-8141.

t
ILE…

It’’s
that
Time

Again!

T I N G
E R S

      
    
        

   
           

           
              

             

       

 
          

  
           

     
     

 

      
    
        

   
           

           
              

             

       

 
          

  
           

     
     

 

Our Christm
The Commer

      
    
        

   
           

           
              

             

       

 
          

  
           

     
     

 

A
as Greetings issu
rcial Review, The

A
      
    
        

   
           

           
              

             

       

 
          

  
           

     
     

 

(r

I

df

f
t

The News Times and The Ne
week of Dec. 18

Ads 15 inches or larger may include a
For those who provide thheir own photo

(The feee will be waived if you get your ph
If you'd like us to come take your pictur

Deadline foor all adss &

December
We try hard not to miss anyone

in this issue.
Iff you do not get contacted and w
our Christmas Greetings specia

email ads@thecr.com or call (22

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

William Fields
March 24, 1942-Oct. 29, 2023

William “Bill” Fields, age 81, a resi-
dent of  rural Portland, passed away
on Sunday, Oct. 29,
2023, at his home. 
Bill was born on

March 24, 1942, in Port-
land, Indiana, the son
of  Alvie Fields and
Etta (Brown) Ullom.
He worked for Sheller
Globe in Portland,
City of  Portland for 24
years and animal con-
trol in Jay County for over 25 years.
Bill married Kathy Butcher on Dec.
28, 1962. 
Survivors include:
His wife of  60 years — Kathy

Fields, Portland, Indiana 
Two children — Deborah White,

Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Ernie
Fields (wife: Amy), Portland, Indiana 
One brother — John Fields, Port-

land, Indiana 
Six grandchildren and 14 great-

grandchildren
Visitation will be held on Thursday

from 1 to 3 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home in
Portland. Funeral services will follow
at 3 p.m. on Thursday at the funeral
home. Pastor Larry Eads will offici-
ate and burial will follow at Salamo-
nia Cemetery in Salamonia, Indiana. 
Memorials may be directed to Jay

Randolph Developmental Services. 
Condolences may be expressed at

williamsonspencer.com. 

Doris Cheeseman
Sept. 2, 1926-Oct. 28, 2023

Doris Marie (Hildbold) Cheeseman,
a native of  Fort Recovery, Ohio,
passed away on Saturday, Oct. 28,
2023, at Swiss Village in Berne, Indi-
ana. She was 97.
Doris was born, literally, in a log

house on the Ohio side of  the
Ohio/Indiana State Line Road on
Sept. 2, 1926, to the late
Walter and Helen
(Willmann) Hildbold.
Preceding her in

death was her hus-
band of  55 years, John
R. Cheeseman, a
native of  Portersville,
Pennsylvania, and a
World War II Marine
veteran. Also preced-
ing her was her sister, Carolyn Hild-
bold Denney (Jess); and a son, Max
Cheeseman, who passed away in 2019.
Doris is survived by her daughter,

Jill Cheeseman Bowling, and Jill’s
husband John. They reside in Michi-
gan. Also surviving is her daughter-
in-law Denice (Lennartz) Cheeseman
of  Fort Recovery; step-grandchildren
Michelle Reichert and husband Ash-
ley of  Fountaintown, Indiana, Eliza-
beth DeWitt and husband Shawn of
Urbana, Ohio, and Kurt Theurer and
wife Mary of  Portland, Indiana; step-
great-grandchildren Jackson, Jenna
and Claire DeWitt, and Abraham,
Nora and Hank Theurer. Also surviv-
ing are two nieces, Phyllis Denney
Strohl and husband Tom of  Indi-
anapolis and Naples, Florida, and
Patricia Denney of  Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana. Additionally, there are numer-
ous Cheeseman nieces, nephews and
their children, many still in the
Portersville, Pennsylvania, area. 
Doris graduated from Fort Recov-

ery High School in 1944, where she
was a member of  the band and senior
class secretary, and loved her roles in
the junior and senior class plays. She
kept in touch with high school class-
mates and enjoyed attending Fort
Recovery High School alumni and
class reunions.
Following high school, she enrolled

at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio,
where her mother had attended in
1916. Doris often recalled being
“dropped off  at the sidewalk of  Hep-
burn Hall” by her parents. She loved
her days at Miami where she was a
member of  Zeta Tau Alpha. 
On Feb. 4, 1944, during an unpre-

dicted snowstorm, Doris married
John Cheeseman at the home of  her
parents. Doris’s maid of  honor was
her sister, Carolyn. The best man was
to be John’s brother, George Cheese-
man. However, due to the storm,
George could not arrive in time for
the ceremony so the honors were
done by Jess Denney, who would soon
marry Doris’s sister, Carolyn. The
newspaper account of  the wedding
reported 65 guests in attendance. The
next morning the newlyweds left in a
borrowed car pulling a 15-foot house
trailer, driving to Longview, Texas,
where John enrolled as a student on
the GI bill at LeTourneau College.
John Cheeseman had loved trucks

since the age of  6 when he would sit
on the lap of  his 16-year-old brother,
Charles, and “help” Charles drive the
milk route in Portersville. Thus
began the life-long business — John
Cheeseman Trucking, Inc., of  which
Doris was an integral part. 
In addition to helping with the

trucking business, Doris was a public
school teacher, beginning her career

at Noble School in Jay County, Indi-
ana, in 1956. Later she taught in the
elementary schools of  both Fort
Recovery and St. Henry. In the early
1970s, she was a teacher at the Cheryl
Ann School, Celina, Ohio.
Doris loved to travel, even if  it was

just a ride on a Sunday afternoon or
perhaps driving a van of  freight to
deliver in Wisconsin. She often trav-
eled on bus tours or train trips. This
adventuresome side was perhaps the
reason she entered a Mercer County
Pie Baking Contest where she won
first prize for her first and only ever
strawberry rhubarb pie. For a time,
Doris wrote a column for the Celina
Daily Standard under the pen name
of  Martha White, a brand of  self-ris-
ing flour.  
While her children were young,

Doris was very involved in teaching
children’s Sunday School at the
Church of  the Nazarene and Commu-
nity Vacation Bible School, both in
Fort Recovery.
A fourth generation Fort Recovery

resident, Doris was a community sup-
porter of  many projects, including
the Fort Recovery Historical Society
and the Friends of  the Opera. For a
time, she served on Fort Recovery
Town Council and was also on the
Crippled Children’s Board of  Mercer
County. 
Doris established scholarships at

Fort Recovery High School, Miami
University and at Olivet Nazarene
University. Her legacy of  generosity
will continue for generations.
Family will gather for a graveside

service in the near future.
Anyone wishing to remember her

may do so with a contribution to Fort
Recovery Historical Society, P.O. Box
533, Fort Recovery, OH 45846; The
John and Doris Cheeseman FRHS
Scholarship in care of  the Fort Recov-
ery Foundation, P.O. Box 52, Fort
Recovery, OH 45846; The Doris and
John Cheeseman Scholarship at
Olivet Nazarene University, One Uni-
versity Ave., Bourbonnais, IL 60914;
or The Portersville Presbyterian
Church, 1297 Perry Highway,
Portersville, PA 16051.
The family would like to thank the

wonderful nurses and staff  at Swiss
Village in Berne, Indiana, who cared
for her like family. 
Brockman Boeckman Funeral

Home, Fort Recovery, is serving Doris'
family.
Condolences may be shared with

the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

See page 5

Obituaries

Fields

Cheeseman

Today
Jackson, Treadesa: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Thursday
Hamner, Ralph: 11 a.m.,

Bruning Hope Baptist Church,
331 E Pegoda Road, Trinity, Texas. 

Fields, William: 3 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Drug possession
A Dunkirk man was

arrested Saturday for drug
possession.
Andrew Z. Bishop, 31,

4490 S. 875 East, was
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6 felony
for possession of  metham-
phetamine and a Level 6
felony for resisting law
enforcement.
He was being held on a

$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Probation violation
A Richmond man was

arrested Monday for violat-
ing his probation.
Dustin D. Smith, 28, 223

1/2 South 12th, pleaded
guilty in February to pos-
session of  cocaine, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced in
Jay Superior Court to one
year in Jay County Jail
with 361 days suspended
and given four days credit
for time served. A petition
alleging he violated the
conditions of  his probation
was filed in court Oct. 16.
Smith was being held on

a $5,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

See page 5

Felony
arrests

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.76
Late Nov. corn ........4.71
Wheat ......................5.46

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.70
Dec. corn ..................4.75
Jan. corn ..................4.89

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.56
Dec. corn ..................4.66
Beans ......................12.49

Dec. beans ..............12.89
Wheat ...................... 5.16

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.55
Late Nov. corn ........4.57
Beans ......................12.61
Dec. beans ..............12.88
Wheat ......................5.16

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.36
Dec. corn ..................4.46
Beans ......................12.36
Dec. beans ..............12.69
Wheat ......................4.71

Lotteries

In 1512, Michelange-
lo’s fresco on the ceiling
of  the Sistine Chapel in
the Vatican was open to
the public for the first
time.
In 1611, “The Tem-

pest” by Williams Shake-
speare was performed
publicly for the first
time.
In 1755, an earth-

quake in Lisbon, Spain,
killed an estimated 30,000
and destroyed more than
9,000 buildings.
In 1765, the Stamp Act

went into effect. It
marked the first effort by
the British Parliament to
raise revenue by directly
taxing American colo-
nial commercial and
legal papers.
In 1871, author

Stephen Crane was born
in Newark, New Jersey.
He was best known from
his 1895 novel “The Red
Badge of  Courage.”
In 1897, the new

Library of  Congress
building opened. The
facility had previously
been housed in the U.S.
Capital’s Congressional
Reading Room.
In 1950, members of

the Armed Forces of
National Liberation, a
group of  Puerto Rican
nationalists, made a
failed attempt to assassi-
nate President Harry
Truman.
In 1952, the U.S. tested

its first thermonuclear
bomb on an atoll of  the
Marshall Islands. It was
tested by Edward Teller
and other American sci-
entists. Its power came

from an uncontrolled,
self-sustaining nuclear
chain reaction.
In 1967, “Cool Hand

Luke” opened in the-
aters.
In 1972, the Dunkirk

High School boys basket-
ball team opened its sea-
son with an 83-71 victory
over Pennville. All five
Speedcats scored in dou-
ble figures, with Cliff
Dunnington, Paul Hart
and Kim Younkin all
totaling 18 points.
In 1981, Antigua and

Barbuda gained inde-
pendence from the Unit-
ed Kingdom.
In 1993, the European

Union was established as
the Maastricht Treaty
went into effect.
In 1994, NASA

launched its Wind space-
craft to explore space
between Earth and the
sun.
In 1997, the film

“Titanic,” directed by
James Cameron and
starring Leonardo
DiCaprio and Kate
Winslet, was screened
publicly for the first time
at Tokyo International
Film Festival. It would
become on the of  the
highest-grossing movies
of  all time.
In 2021, Portland City

Council approved a
bonus structure — it
would pay $1,000 after the
first year, $1,500 after the
second year and $2,500
after the third year — for
“lateral transfers” in an
effort to attract experi-
enced police officers.

—The CR

CR almanac

48/33 54/43 59/43 55/43 57/40
Mostly

sunny on
Thursday,
when the low
will be near
freezing at
night.

Monday
has a chance
of rain. Most-
ly cloudy, with
temperatures
climbing to
the upper
50s.

More rain
is possible
Sunday, when
the high
won’t sur-
pass 60
degrees.

Another day
of mostly sunny
skies is in the
forecast for Fri-
day. Tempera-
tures may be in
the mid 50s.

Mostly
cloudy skies
expected on
Saturday.
There’s a slight
chance of rain
late.

Thursday
11/2

Friday
11/3

Saturday
11/4

Sunday
11/5

Monday
11/6

Powerball
Monday
19-22-34-66-69
Power Ball: 5
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$152 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$159 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-9-4
Daily Four: 8-2-6-1
Quick Draw: 2-6-7-14-

20-36-37-39-40-45-48-49-56-
63-67-69-71-74-76-79
Evening
Daily Three: 6-0-0

Daily Four: 3-2-3-0
Quick Draw: 1-3-5-8-13-

19-26-29-32-39-40-48-51-61-
64-65-69-76-77-79
Cash 5: 1-6-21-26-32
Estimated jackpot:

$786,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-2-4
Pick 4: 2-4-4-5
Pick 5: 6-0-8-5-5
Evening
Pick 3: 8-8-0
Pick 4: 7-3-0-6
Pick 5: 0-1-6-0-2
Rolling Cash: 3-4-6-25-

39
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Today
2:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Commissioners spe-
cial meeting, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.



DEAR ABBY: I live in a
rural community in south-
ern Indiana. It’s an “every-
one goes to church on Sun-
day, and everyone knows
everyone” kind of  place. I
was employed at the local
health care center here for
almost four years before
quitting to become a full-
time caregiver and home-
maker. During my time at
the health care facility, I
became acquainted with an
elderly gentleman. We
became good friends, and
remain good friends to this
day. I visit with him several
times a week, when time
allows, and we talk on the
telephone. 
The problem is, his fami-

ly doesn’t like that I am a
homosexual male and that I
have such a close relation-
ship with him. What can I
do to make everyone relax,
so he and I can still remain
good friends without some-
one disapproving? —
UNAPPRECIATED
FRIEND
DEAR FRIEND: I wish
I understood exactly
what the family’s objec-
tion is to your friendship
with this person. Are
they afraid you are after
his money? Or are they
incapable of  understand-
ing that homosexuals
can (and do!) have pla-
tonic friendships with
straight folks? 
If  you and that gentle-
man want to remain
friends, you may have to
grow a thicker skin. You
cannot please everyone,
and whether his family
“approves” is beside the
point. I hope you will
keep doing what you
have been doing because
it is beneficial for that
man to have a friend he
can count on.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: A very

good friend and neighbor
sold a Taylor Swift ticket to
my 15-year-old daughter for
$900. I should mention, my
daughter would have given
her right arm for the
chance to go to the show.
The original ticket was pur-
chased for $300, including
fees. Initially, my friend
wanted to sell it for $1,000,
but she offered a “discount”
because my daughter’s 16th
birthday was coming up. 
I can appreciate the

value of  the hottest ticket
in town and that it comes
with an inflated price tag.
However, from my point of
view, it was merely a trans-
action meant for my friend
to make a handsome profit
off  of  my kid. Am I wrong
in thinking her actions
were not that of  a good
friend after all? — FEEL-
ING SWINDLED IN THE
WEST
DEAR FEELING
SWINDLED: Because
your neighbor sold the
ticket to your daughter
at three times what she
paid for it, I would have
to agree; she acted more
like a ticket broker than
a good friend. I see no
reason why you should
cut her off  completely,
but now you know she’s
a shark when it comes to
“business,” so keep your
eyes open. On the upside,
your daughter got to live
her dream that night. 

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.
SINGLES AND SEPA-

RATES SUPPORT GROUP

— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. For
more information, call
Sarah Conrad at (260) 589-
4496.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. 
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,
in community room 1. For
more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.
SOFT SHOULDERS — A

support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call (260)
589-3173.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Full-page color ad
in The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette, The News Times

and The News and Sun

$1,300
Full-page black and white ad

in The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette, The News Times
and The News and Sun

$1,100
1/2-page color ad

in The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette, The News Times
and The News and Sun

$700
1/2-page black and white ad

in The Commercial Review, The News-Gazette, The News Times
and The News and Sun

$500

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Call (260) 726-8141 or
email ads@thecr.com

Ads must run in November

Rates do not apply to The CR’s Nov. 22 Thanksgiving edition
Color is available on a �rst-come, �rst-serve basis.

If color is not available, ads will convert to black and white.

6-INCH
SPECIAL

Get four 6-inch ads (1x6, 2x3, 6x1 or 3x2) in
The Commercial Review, two in The News-Gazette

and one each in The News Times and
The News and Sun

for $295 (regular price – $576)

Community Calendar

Fort Recovery Local Schools is
hosting its annual Veteran’s Day
program and senior citizen
breakfast at the Fort Recovery
Elementary and Middle School
auditeria on Friday, Nov. 10.
The program will include the

presentation of  colors by the Fort
Recovery American Legion, per-
formances by the Fort Recovery
High School Band and words
from a guest speaker, retired
Army Veteran Dan White from
American Hero Hunt.
Doors open at 9 a.m., with Fort

Recovery High School Student
Council serving breakfast at 9:15
a.m. and the program beginning
at 9:45 a.m. Nov. 10. 
To reserve a spot for breakfast,

call Fort Recovery Middle School
at (419) 375-2815 by Friday, Nov. 3.

Museum exhibit
Fort Recovery Museum is host-

ing a special exhibit.
“St. Clair’s Defeat Revisited: A

New View of  the Conflict,” will
be on display starting next week-
end, Saturday, Nov. 4, and Sunday,
Nov. 5. The display introduces the

complex history of  St. Clair’s
defeat on Nov. 4, 1791, when the
United States army lost a battle
against nine tribal nations. It
focuses on background, the battle
and Native American strategy,
the aftermath of  the battle
including broken treaties,
removal and boarding schools,
and the tribes today.
The exhibit will be on display

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekends
through January 7. It will also be
hosting special presentations at 1
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4, and Sunday,
Nov. 5, from tribal humanities
scholars Nekole Alligood and
Diane Hunter and Ball State Uni-
versity archaeologist Christine
Thompson.

Veteran’s Day approaches
Taking
Note

Family wants
friendship to end

Dear
Abby

BY JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service
Q: October marks the beginning

of  the holidays at my children’s
school. There are Halloween
parades and Thanksgiving feasts,
and they are even doing a play at
the middle school. I know you are
an advocate of  spending the holi-
days together, but I hate my ex. I
don’t want to be anywhere near
her, let alone be around her at the
holiday festivities at the kids’
school. Please tell me I don’t have
to endure time with her. She’s so
obnoxious, and it can’t be good for
my children to witness my utter
and complete misery.
A: First, let me clarify some-

thing: I am not an advocate of
spending holidays together; I am
an advocate for co-parenting, and
if  parents find themselves com-
fortable spending the holidays
with the kids, that is their choice.
But being a good co-parent does
not mean you must spend the holi-
days with your ex and the kids.
Things are radically different
after a breakup and that must be
acknowledged. Some very respon-
sible co-parents choose to cele-
brate separately. That is their pre-
rogative.
But, it seems that you aren’t

talking about spending the holi-
days together. You are talking
about attending your children’s
school holiday festivities at the

same time as their other parent.
That is a completely different situ-
ation.
Be careful that you are not allow-

ing your animosity for your chil-
dren’s other parent to interfere
with your parental responsibili-
ties. I’m sure your children want
both of  their parents at their
school holiday celebrations. How-
ever, if  things are as bad as you
describe, you are right, it’s not
good for your child to be around
the two of  you together. Watching
parents fight or even be irritated
with one another will undermine a
child’s self-esteem and security
faster than just about anything
else. Plus, it tends to extend their
period of  adjustment after your
breakup. Even the most selfish
angry parents don’t want that for
their children, so if  you are still
doing that years after divorce,
shame on both of  you. It’s time to
stop and put your children first
(Good Ex-etiquette for Parents
rule No. 1).
The holidays are magical for

children. They look forward to
days like Halloween, Hannukah or
Christmas all year round. Do what
you can to make those days spe-
cial. 
Don’t muddy their memories

with your arguing, especially
about issues that haven’t healed in
four years. Studies show that chil-
dren’s brain development is
impacted by ongoing conflict in
the home — or homes, as in your
case. 
Many parents think their kids

are resilient and will overlook
their poor treatment of  each other.
They won’t. They personalize the
bad behavior, often blame them-
selves and they eventually copy it
— because the only model they
have for a relationship is the one
you are showing them.
When you go to these school hol-

iday celebrations, remember you
are going to see your children per-
form, you are not going to see their
other parent. It also sounds like
it’s time to consider some co-par-
enting counseling to help you reset
your priorities. That’s good ex-eti-
quette.

••••••••
Jann Blackstone is the author of

“Ex-etiquette for Parents: Good
Behavior After Divorce or Separa-
tion,” and the founder of  Bonus
Families, bonusfamilies.com. Email
her at dr.jann@exetiquette.com.

Ex-
Etiquette

Always put your children first
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Nov. 3,
2004. After last week’s editor’s
note of  surprise that more birds
were not involved in Jack’s
afternoon locked out of  the
house, it seemed only appropri-
ate that this bird-themed col-
umn would follow.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
“I feel like I’m in a zoo,” I

told my wife over a bowl of
soup.
It was Monday, and Novem-

ber had landed with an audible
thud.
Gone were the crisp blue

skies of  October. Gone too
were most of  the autumn

leaves, stripped from their
branches by Saturday’s gusty
winds.
Instead, the sky was the color

of  lead.
Rain was in the forecast.
And the temperature had

dropped.
The only thing to look for-

ward to was Tuesday’s election.

And the only incontestably
good thing about that was that
the campaign would be over.
In other words, I was in a

pretty glum mood, one that
matched the November day out-
side.
Then the birds arrived.
Connie had filled the back-

yard feeders over the weekend.
A cylindrical one hanging from
a stick attached to the garage
held small black sunflower
seeds. Two others on posts held
a typical wild birdseed mix.
And a fourth hanging from a
redbud branch held thistle seed.
First a couple, then a couple

more, then a dozen more finch-
es — purple finches and house

finches — swooped down for
what must have been lunch.
While the two of  us watched

from the kitchen table, the scene
outdoors became busier and
busier.
A pair of  cardinals, both female,

picked through seeds dropped at
the foot of  one of  the feeding sta-
tions.
A nuthatch — at least one —

zipped down like a daredevil to
grab a spot at the sunflower sta-
tion.
Sparrows and juncos appeared.
“How many do you think there

are?” I asked, trying to count as
the miniature air show continued.
“Birds?” said my wife. “Or

squirrels?”

Sure enough, the backyard
mammals had decided to get
into the act.
A pair of  fox squirrels

scrambled through a maze of
redbud branches, while a pair
of  gray squirrels chased each
other around the trunk of  an
ash tree.
“I feel like I’m in a zoo,” I

said, glad that I was referring
to the backyard wildlife dis-
play and not the election year.
It was still November. There

was still mud flying every-
where in the final countdown
to Tuesday’s vote.
But as I headed back to work

there was a little spring in my
step. Thanks to the birds.

Backyard ‘zoo’ livened up gray day

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Our long national night-

mare is over: the U.S.
House has a speaker. But
one thing’s for sure — it’s
not a woman.
Three weeks of  a speak-

er carousel and never once
was a woman considered
for the top position, which
has only ever been held by
one woman: Rep. Nancy
Pelosi, a Democrat.
This despite having

more women than ever in
Congress and in the
Republican caucus.
Altogether, 15 men were

considered for speaker in
either closed-door meet-
ings or in House floor
votes. Eventually Republi-
can Conference Vice Chair
Mike Johnson was official-
ly elected Wednesday.
So where were the

women?
The Pew Research Cen-

ter found that women
make up more than a quar-
ter (28%) of  all members
of  the 118th Congress —
the highest percentage in
U.S. history and a consider-
able increase from where
things stood even a decade
ago.
Counting both the House

of  Representatives and the
Senate, women account for
153 of  540 voting and non-
voting members of  Con-
gress.
A record 128 women are

serving in the House,
accounting for 29% of  the
chamber’s total.
And yet, not one nomina-

tion.
On one hand, any of  the

current Congresswomen
could have put themselves
forward as a candidate and
didn’t. Plenty of  their male
counterparts did just that.
This is probably partly

because very few women
are in leadership, which
brings with it stature,
skills and relationships
with colleagues needed to
become speaker.
The highest-ranking

Republican is Rep. Elise
Stefanik, of  New York,
who chairs the Republican
Conference.
Former Speaker Newt

Gingrich said on Fox earli-
er this week that he wished
the U.S. House had a
woman candidate like Ste-
fanik or Texas Republican
Congresswoman Beth Van
Duyne.
“Given the level of  row-

diness and the level of
juvenile behavior it’s con-
ceivable that a female
speaker would be more
effective in actually getting
them all to get together
and stick together,” he
said.
But Stefanik was never

considered an option.
Instead, she gave the nomi-
nating speech for Johnson

on Wednesday.
There are only three

female U.S. House Commit-
tee Chairs, according to
the Center for Women and
American Politics. One of
those — North Carolina
Rep. Virginia Foxx — told a
reporter to shut up repeat-
edly when she asked John-
son a question during a
press conference.
Combined, only 18

women have leadership in
the U.S. House in both par-
ties.
Women are just as capa-

ble as men in leading and I
hope it doesn’t take years
to see a female Republican
in this significant leader-
ship role. Democrats seem
to be more open and will-
ing to elevate women.
Democrat Pelosi was the

first woman to wield the
speaker’s gavel. No Repub-
lican woman has ever
advanced beyond the role
of  conference chair — the
position currently held by
Stefanik and filled by for-
mer Rep. Liz Cheney and
Rep. Cathy McMorris
Rodgers of  Washington
before her, according to
NBC News.
That same report said

women within the caucus
know the position is a
chopping block.
“We need to have, maybe,

a woman to get us out of
this mess,” Rep. Victoria
Spartz of  Indiana told NBC
News. “The men screw it
up so much.”

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the

Indiana Statehouse since
1999.
Indiana Capital Chroni-

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Women absent
from speaker race

Bangor Daily News (Maine)
Tribune News Service
Wednesday evening started like

any other across the state of  Maine.
In Lewiston, people were starting a
night of  league bowling. They were
playing pool. They were having din-
ner and drinks with friends and
family. They were living their lives.
And then their lives were taken by

someone with a gun.
A casual Wednesday night quick-

ly became one of  the worst nights
that Maine has ever experienced.
The peaceful, almost mundane nor-
malcy was shattered around 6:56
p.m. when shots were first fired at
the Just-In-Time Recreation bowl-
ing alley. Our state’s collective sense
of  safety was shattered with it.
We’ve known that a tragedy like

this could happen anywhere, but
now that it has happened here, it
still does not seem possible. We, like
the rest of  Maine, are in shock. We
are heartbroken.
The shootings at Just-In-Time and

Schemengees Bar & Grille, which
according to Gov. Janet
Mills claimed 18 lives and injured 13
others, are the worst news we’ve
personally witnessed here in the
state. But more importantly, for so
many people, this goes beyond a
horrifying news story. For far too
many this is a life-altering event, a
human tragedy of  devastating pro-
portions, that our fellow Mainers
are experiencing directly. They’ve
lost family members and friends.
They know members of  law enforce-
ment and health care workers who
responded. They may have even
responded themselves.
In a constantly evolving situation

Wednesday night and Thursday
morning, as some information
became available but other ques-
tions remained unanswered, both

the knowns and the unknowns
added to the devastation. As of
Thursday morning, Auburn City
Councilor Leroy Walker was still
trying to find answers about his
son, Joseph Walker, a manager at
Schemengees.
“For the life of  me I just can’t

understand this,” Leroy Walker said
earlier Thursday. He later con-
firmed his son was one of  the 18 vic-
tims killed. “It’s like we’re in a
dream and we can’t get out of  it. It’s
a nightmare.”
Those few sentences say more

than we ever could, even with
unlimited ink and paper.
A tragedy that happens halfway

across the country or halfway
across the world is still a tragedy.
Pain travels, and we have felt that
pain when violence like this has
erupted elsewhere. Now that it is
reverberating out from Lewiston,
however, the pain is so close and so
acute that it overwhelms.
Bates College professor Michael

Rocque was asked by News Center
Maine how he was feeling in the
hours after the shooting. Rocque, a
criminologist, had said last year
that Maine was “lucky” to have
avoided this kind of  mass shooting
event. Clearly, heartbreakingly, that
changed on Wednesday.
“I’m feeling all the things that

people feel when their community
has been attacked. I am somewhat
in shock even though we’ve been
saying that these things can happen
anywhere, and they often happen in

smaller communities. And
Maine has just been lucky, for the
most part, to not have an attack like
this. Of  course, this is an attack on a
scale that is shocking by any meas-
ure,” Rocque said.
Maine often feels like a relatively

calm and sheltered corner of  an oth-
erwise tumultuous world. That
calm was shattered to pieces
Wednesday night.
Even in this unsteady moment,

though, we’re confident that Main-
ers will work together to put those
pieces back together — at least as
much as possible. That was already
happening Wednesday night as
members of  law enforcement,
EMTs, nurses, doctors, mental
health professionals and others
rushed to help. Journalists worked
through the night to keep our com-
munities informed. On what might
be Maine’s worst night, and certain-
ly the worst night for some of  our
fellow Mainers, we also saw the best
of  us in that response.
“At this point, we’re really going

to focus inside of  our communi-
ty,” Jason Levesque, mayor of
neighboring Auburn, said in the
early hours of  Thursday morning at
a reunification center where loved
ones were able to reconnect after
the shootings. “We’re going to heal
our community.”
We will have much more to say

about this tragedy, the human toll it
has taken, the unfolding details
involved, and ways to potentially
prevent future gun violence. As
Mainers grapple with this shocking
and traumatic event, however, we’ll
offer this: Now is the time for you to
feel however you want to feel, and
think whatever you want to think.
But be kind to yourself, and be kind
to others. So many are going
through so much right now.

Be kind in face of horror

VOLUME 150–NUMBER 121
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2023

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day,
Fourth of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas) by The
Graphic Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland,
Indiana 47371. Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at
Portland, Indiana. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Commercial Review, 309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049,
Portland, Indiana 47371 or call (260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted
by email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be
700 words or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence
and include a phone number for verification purposes.
We reserve the right to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

LOUISE RONALD
Board president

RAY COONEY
Editor and publisher

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $11;

13 weeks – $36; six months – $68; one year – $122.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12; 13

weeks – $44; six months – $74; one year – $140.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13 weeks – $49; six months –

$80; one year – $151.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Back 
in the
Saddle

Niki
Kelly

A record
128 women
are serving
in the House,
accounting
for 29% of

the chamber’s
total.
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Continued from page 1
He added that any

water, gas or sewer line
replacements should be
done before or in conjunc-
tion with paving. He
added that he would like
to replace sidewalks at the
same time streets are
being paved.
When asking for the vot-

ers of  Dunkirk to choose
him, Miller noted his
experience in the U.S. Air
Force and business world
and a desire to make his
city better.
“I’m a hometown boy. I

grew up here,” he said,
promising to be a one-
term mayor if  he can’t
deliver on his promises. “I
went off  to the military
for 30 years. I’ve served in
the military. I’ve worked
for Fortune 500 compa-
nies. I have the knowl-
edge. And I’m not a politi-
cian. I’m somebody that
wants to see my town sur-
vive. And I’m going to be
there to work for them.
My life has been spent in
service. This is just anoth-
er way for me to serve my
community.”
In addition to the

growth in the downtown
area, Robbins said he is
working on a potential
housing project on the
south side of  the city
where utilities are
already available. As part
of  the city’s five-year util-
ity plan, he said fire
hydrants will be replaced
and water lines that are
currently dead ends need
to be looped. He added

that the fire hydrant sys-
tem needs to be extended
from Highland Avenue
south to the industrial
park property so that the
city will have the infra-
structure in place in order
to be able to attract new
industry.
Robbins focused his

attention on his record as
mayor, saying he plans to
continue to build on what
has been accomplished in
his first term.
“Don’t look at me telling

you what I’m going to do,
look at what I already
did,” said Robbins. “Our
streets are all paved — 17
in the last three years.
We’ve gotten six commu-
nity crossings in a row to
fix our streets. Railroad
crossings are new. All new
LED streetlights in town.
All that stuff  takes time.
And I’m not going to tell
you I’m going to do that,
it’s already done. Our
downtown businesses are
lit up, they’re thriving.
Our small business are
coming back. I’m not
telling you what I’m going
to do. Look at what I did.”

Mayor ...

Continued from page 2
Ralph Hamner

Nov. 6, 1941-Oct. 21, 2023
Ralph "Red" J Hamner, 81, of  Port-

land, Indiana, passed away on Oct. 21,
2023, in Killeen, Texas, with his chil-
dren near.
Red was born on Nov. 6, 1941, in

Elmira, New York, to Ruth (Robin-
son) Hamner and Loyd Hamner. 
Being a dedicated family man was

one of  Red's greatest joys in life. He
married Joyce (King) Inman on June
2, 1990, at Faith Bap-
tist Church in Port-
land, Indiana. Red was
a member of  the
American Legion Post
211 in Portland, Indi-
ana, for 50 years. 
Red had a dedicated

career as a plumber
and owned and operat-
ed Ralph "Red" Hamn-
er's plumbing until 2004 when he
semi-retired and moved to Trinity,
Texas. 
Red honorably served in the U.S.

Air Force as an aircraft mechanic.
Red's commitment to duty demon-
strated not only his love for his coun-
try but also his strength of  character. 
Red was a loving father to his chil-

dren Amber Wanken and husband
John, James Hamner, Cory Hamner
and wife Jenni, Jon Spencer and Kim
Gross; and his stepchildren Kevin
Inman, Kim McAbee and Kristi
Sturtz; and a proud grandfather and
great-grandfather. 
Red will be remembered for his

witty personality, comments and
compassionate nature. His spirit will
forever live on through the memo-
ries shared by his children and those
fortunate enough to have known
him. 
Military service will be 11 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2023, at the Cen-
tral Texas Veterans Cemetery,
Killeen, Texas. 
A Memorial service will be 11 a.m.

Thursday, Nov. 2. 2023, at Burning
Hope Baptist Church in Trinity,
Texas. 
Memorials may be sent to Crotty

Funeral Home & Cremation Servic-
es, Belton, Texas, or Burning Hope
Baptist Church, 204 E. Pagoda Road,
Trinity, TX 75862. 
Services are entrusted to Crotty

Funeral Home & Cremation Servic-
es. 

Carole Arnold
Aug. 31, 1956-Oct. 20, 2023

Carole Ann Arnold, 67, of  Braden-
ton, Florida, passed away on Friday,
Oct. 20, 2023, at 10:28 p.m. at LifeCare
of  Sarasota in Sarasota, Florida.
She was born on Aug. 31, 1956, in

Portland, Indiana. She married
Michael Arnold on May 16, 1981, in
Portland, Indiana.
Carole will be missed dearly by all

of  the souls that knew her kindness,
twinkling eyes, angelic voice, laugh-
ter and huge heart.
Carole was preceded in death by

her parents Joesph “Joe” and Eliza-
beth “Betty” (Wagner) Laux and her

older sisters Donna
Haffner and Kathy
Laux.
Carole’s husband of

43 years, Michael
Wayne Arnold sur-
vives. Her two chil-
dren Michele (Chris)
Morehous and
Thomas (Jessica)
Arnold; her stepdaughter Jennifer
(Andrew) Farmer; her granddaugh-
ters Veronica (Javan) Christenberry,
Carole Arnold, and Carissa Arnold;
her grandsons Stuart (Ryann) More-
hous and Charles Arnold; her step-
grandsons Adam Farmer, Ryan
Farmer and Jace Farmer; her great-
grandson Elliott Christenberry; her
brothers Thomas (Crystal) Laux and
John (Sharon) Laux; her brother-in-
law Richard Haffner; and many
nieces and nephews survive.
There will be no services.
Memorials can be made in Carole’s

name to the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Treadesa “Trudy” M. Jackson, Port-
land, May 3, 1940-Oct. 28, 2023. Serv-
ices will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city,
birth/death date and services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Arnold

Hamner

Obituaries
Continued from page 1
In an interview

Tuesday morning,
Inman said plans are
moving forward with
the goal of  opening
the facility in August.
All environmental
remediation — remov-
ing asbestos, mold and
lead paint — has been
completed.
The next step is

demolition of  the west
wing of  the building,
which had extensive
roof  damage that led
to water leaks. That
work, being handled
by Shroyer Solutions
of  Muncie, is sched-
uled to begin Friday.
Once the demolition

is complete, a new
roof  will be installed
on the remainder of
the structure. Centi-
mark of  Fort Wayne is
expected to begin that
project in mid-Novem-
ber.
The next step for

The Portland Founda-
tion is to hire a gener-
al contractor for the
building renovation.
The job is already out
for bid.

The entire renova-
tion project is estimat-
ed at $3.5 million. The
foundation has
applied for grants —
in September it was
awarded a $432,500
Early Years Initiative
grant from Early
Learning Indiana for
renovation, equip-
ment and supplies —
but overall the project
will be funded
through its reserves.
“I feel really good

about the progression
that we’ve made,” said
Inman. “Westminster
is excited, ready to get
here and find employ-
ees, find students. …
“I’m very excited to

bring this facility to
help children and fam-
ilies in the communi-
ty.”
Westminster has

launched a Facebook
page — Westminster
Preschools Portland
— with forms avail-
able to fill out for
those interested in
childcare and employ-
ment at the early
learning center.

Grant ...

Continued from page 2
Confinement
A Redkey man was

arrested Saturday for con-
finement.
Daniel R. Miller, 28, 1

South Union St., was pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony for the
alleged crime. He was being
held in Jay County Jail on a
$3,000 bond.

Backing accident
A Portland man backed

the truck he was driving
into another vehicle
along Lincoln Street in
Portland about 3:40 p.m.
Saturday.
Juan J. Caal, 51, was

backing up a 2007 Ford F-
150 when he struck a 2016
Mercedes-Benz driven by
54-year-old Corey L.
Heniser of  Portland,
according to a Portland
police report. Caal left
the scene, later telling
police he didn’t know he
had been involved in an
accident.
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and
$5,000. The vehicle Caal
was driving is registered
to Five Star Contracting
of  Geneva, and the vehi-
cle Heniser was driving

is registered to Brigade
Electronics of  Portland.

Alley crash
A Portland man’s vehi-

cle hit another car at the
intersection of  Meridian
and Adams streets in
Portland about 6:10 p.m.
Friday.
Rayna M. Brenner, 33,

Portland, was driving a
2003 Jeep Liberty south in
an alley near the intersec-
tion. Daniel T. Foster Jr.,
44, Portland, was driving
his 2018 Ford Explorer
east in a nearby alley
when he entered the inter-
section and crashed into
Brenner’s vehicle. He told
police he couldn’t see
because of  a building
obstructing his view.
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and $5,000.

Capsule Reports

Felony arrests

Early voting
continues
through

Monday at
courthouse
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Continued from page 8
“I feel like her confidence

from volleyball has led into
these practices here in bas-
ketball,” McIntire said.
“She's somebody I think
that can score in the paint.”
Along with Denton and

Muhlenkamp, the front-
court will be filled out by
Saxman, Meredith Dirksen
and Cassie Petro. Natalie
Careno may also see time
up front as well.
The backcourt will be

composed of  mostly Dirk-
sen, May and freshman
Hallie Schwieterman.
While the Patriots may

not have anyone who can
dominate or take over a
game like they have in
recent years, their athleti-
cism and versatility will be
a valuable asset. Many of
Jay County’s players can

play multiple positions.
McIntire specifically point-
ed to Saxman, who can play
nearly any position for Jay
County if  necessary.
“Offensively, I think it's a

really good thing, because
we have girls that are very
versatile, that, you know,
several that can play inside
and outside,” McIntire
said. “Defensively, it
depends if  we're in man to
man, then we're not as deep
as we are, if  we go zone. So,
we'll see how that plays out
for us.”
The Patriots will look to

take advantage of  their ath-
leticism and versatility by
pushing the pace offensive-
ly.
During the summer sea-

son, McIntire said the team
at times struggled with
turnovers, but would often

make up for it by disrupt-
ing teams at the other end
of  the floor.
A big key on the break

will be Hallie Schweiter-
man. As she matures in the
game, it will help limit the
Patriots’ turnovers.
“She just has a good

sense of  basketball,” McIn-
tire said. “She’s been
around basketball for a
long time and understands
what it takes to be really
good. … She’s definitely
going to have some fresh-
man growing pains but
she’ll be somebody who
will help us from day one.”
Altogether, McIntire is

maintaining the high
expectations for Jay Coun-
ty this season.
In the preseason AP poll,

the voters have Jay County
ranked ninth in Class 3A.

While McIntire is planning
on keeping the system the
same for the girls, she’s
looking for the production
to follow through on the
court while still striving
for a sectional title.
“I’m just coming in and

not trying to fix something
that isn’t broken,” McIn-
tire said. “We’re going to do
a lot of  the same things
that have worked for us in
the past. That’s where the
girls are the most comfort-
able and we want to utilize
that.
“I think we have the

potential to have a good
season. I don’t read a lot
into the rankings … at the
end of  the day, we just need
to be playing our best bas-
ketball when it comes to
tournament time and see
what happens.”

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
SWITCH TO DISH and
get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limit-
ed time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-855-551-9764
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper

is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

COMMUNITY THANKS-
GIVING DINNER. Com-
munity Thanksgiving
Dinner. Plan now to
attend November 23,
2023, 1:00 pm. Asbury
UM Church. All Jay
County welcome. No
charge for the meal. 
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
AUCTION

Evening Optimists of
Portland, Saturday,

November 4th,
10:00am-?. Smitley’s
Auction House, 119 E
Main, Portland. Door

prizes every hour. Items
in Auction: Miscella-

neous, personal, house-
hold items, gift certifi-

cates and food items. All
new! Proceeds to fund
Optimist projects and
Christmas families.

Sandwiches, pies, drinks
to purchase. Lacey

Smitley will be the auc-
tioneer. AU10600051 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located : 7638 N 650 W
Bryant, IN 

Saturday morning
NOVEMBER 11, 2023

9:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

PARCEL #1: 2 Story
home with 3 bedrooms,

1 bathroom, large
family room, partial

basement, and a 2 car
attached garage.

This home has a new
gas furnace plus a wood
furnace, newer windows,

new well, and a metal
roof. This parcel has

several outbuildings and
will contain approximate-

ly 4 acres.
PARCEL #2: 58.11

Acres of land with 48
acres tillable, 6.5 acres
of woods and the bal-
ance in roadway and

ditch.
Parcel #3: 62.11 acres
of land with house and

outbuildings.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

– OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS

Whirlpool side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
washer & dryer; Oak
punched tin cabinet;

wood bench; galvanized
rinse tubs; horseshoes;

metal horse clock; 2 milk
cans with seats; and
many other items not

listed.
VAN–MOWER-GOLF
CART -EQUIPMENT-

TOOLS
2004 Chevrolet Venture
van; Easy Go Club Car

electric golf cart;
Grasshopper 618 zero
turn mower with 1099
hours; Hover Round

mobility cart; pony sad-
dles; work horse har-

nesses; scrap
metal; and many other

items not listed.
FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT  KIM

LOY BROKER 260-726-
2700 OR GARY LOY

AUCTIONEER 260-726-
5160.

PERSONAL PROPER-
TY TO SELL IMMEDI-
ATELY AFTER REAL

ESTATE.
HOUGH FAMILY

TRUST
By Freda Corwin &

Mitch Corwin
Co-Trustees
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 

Travis Theurer 
AU11200131

Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
MONDAY NOVEMBER
13TH, 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 7259 W 200

N. Pennville, IN
REAL ESTATE

79 Acres in section 7
Greene Township, Jay
County Indiana. To be

offered in two tracts and
entirety.

Tract 1: 16 acres with
approximately 13 acres
tillable, balance being

road frontage on County
Road 200

N and wooded. Tract 2:
63 acres practically all

tillable with road
frontage on County

Road 150 N.
Tract 3: Combination of
tract 1 and 2. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNERS: Carl and
Betty Stultz Estate

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY NOVEM-
BER 4 TH , 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 1301 E Old
SR 22, Hartford City, IN

Open House Sunday
October 22 from 1-3pm
or for private showing

phone auctioneers
REAL ESTATE

37 +/- Acres in section
12 Licking Township,

Blackford County. To be
offered in two tracts and
entirety. Tract 1: 3 acres
with 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home containing 3500

sq foot of finished living
area.

Hot tub. Attached 24’ x
45’ garage.  Tract 2: 34

+/- acres with
approximately 15 acres
tillable, balance being

wooded with some sell-
able timber.

VEHICLES – TRACTOR
– RTV – GOLF CART

2012 GMC 1500 Kodiak
pickup truck,  2009 Sat-

urn Sky redline turbo
convertible, Ford 4000

gas tractor with 2400 GT
hyd. loader, Craftsman
GT 3000 23 HP mower

46” cut with snowblower.
HAY – STRAW - SHOP

TOOLS
180 Small square bales
Alfalfa. 100 bales mixed
grass. 25 bales straw.

Saddles and bridles. 
GUNS – ANTIQUES –

MISC
Remington model 41 22
cal. single shot. Thom-

son Center Scout 50 cal.
muzzleloader.  5 gallon
and 2 gallon crock jugs.
Barn pulleys. Steamer
trunk. Settee. 2 minia-

ture porcelain dolls (over
150 years old). Porce-
lain Kewpie doll. 1956
Rempel doll. Copper

horse.
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-

ERAL ITEMS NOT
MENTIONED

OWNERS: Roy and
Dorothy Stewart.

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 1889 E 200 S,
Portland, IN

Friday  Morning
Novemberr 10th, 2023

10:00 A.M.
VEHICLE –RV–FARM
EQUIPMENT-TOOLS

2016 Chevy Equinox LS
with 73,000 miles, 2006

GMC Envoy with
144,000 miles and

rebuilt title, 2016 Key-
stone Sprinter 5 th

wheel RV with triple
slide, 2 bathrooms, fire-

place and sleeps 9,
2007 John Deere TS
Gator with gas engine
and hydraulic dump,

John Deere 3010 diesel
wide front tractor with 3
point, John Deere semi

mount sickle mower;
and many other items

not listed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS–

OLD AND COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS

GE smooth top stove;
(2) Smith Bros

sofas; (2) Lazy Boy
recliners; TOY TRAC-
TORS (NIB). crocks;
Longaberger baskets;
Little Golden books;

1957 Corvette and 1955
Chevy Street Machine

toy cars; and other items
not listed.

JOHN STEWART
RINES ESTATE

BY JANNA MAITLEN, 
PERSONAL REP.

JOSH ATKINSON –
ESTATE ATTORNEY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
PUBLIC AUCTION

MONDAY NOVEMBER
13 TH , 2023

TIME 6:00 P.M.
LOCATED: 4579 W 200

N, 
Portland IN

64 ACRES OFFERED
IN TRACTS

Tract 1: 3 Bedroom two
story home containing
2376 square foot of liv-

ing area. Home has
central air and is in

move-in condition. 55’ x

44’ Barn with lean-to
and porch. Nicely situat-

ed
on 5 acres. Tract 2: 59
acres practically all till-

able in section 10
Greene Township, Jay

County
Indiana. Tract 3: Combi-
nation of tracts 1 and 2.

OWNER: Chris
Schwartz

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168

260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 
SEEKIN FT LABORER
Water Dept., Dunkirk.
Applications @ City
Building And accepted till
Nov. 16th. 
LOOKING FOR A CDL
DRIVER Class A with a
tanker endorsement, part
time and full time hours.
Call Allen at CJR truck-
ing 260-726-5522 
HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 200 FOR RENT

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or
Problems?
Call our 

Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2023 TERM

No. 38CO1-2310-EU-000025
In the Matter of 

the Unsupervised 
Administration of 

the Estate of:
Lesa Blanchard, Deceased

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that Jim
Shumaker was, on the 16th day
of October, 2023, appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the es-
tate of Lesa Blanchard de-
ceased, who died on October
9th, 2023
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
23rd day of October, 2023.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney 
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 10-25,11-1-2023-HSPAXLP
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The Commercial Review
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Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Girls wrestling vs. North Miami –
6:30 p.m.

TV sports
Wednesday

7 p.m. — College football: Ball State at Bowl-
ing Green (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — NHL: Buffalo Sabres at Philadelphia

Flyers (TNT)
7 p.m. — College volleyball: Purdue at Wis-

consin (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Boston

Celtics (Bally Indiana); New Orleans Pelicans at
Oklahoma City Thunder (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — MLS: Atlanta United at Columbus

Crew (FS1)
8 p.m. — World Series: Texas Rangers at Ari-

zona Diamondbacks (FOX)
9 p.m. — College volleyball: Northwestern at

Illinois (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Colorado
Avalanche (TNt)
10 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clippers at Los

Angeles Lakers (ESPN)

Thursday
5 p.m. — College women’s soccer: Wisconsin

at Nebraska (BTN)
7 p.m. — College football: TCU at Texas Tech

(FS1)
7:30 p.m. — College football: Wake Forest at

Duke (ESPN); South Alabama at Troy (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — College women’s soccer: Iowa at
Penn State (BTN)

Local notes
Turkey Trot sign-up open

Cooper Farms will be hosting its 16th annual
Turkey Trot Saturday, Nov. 4, at the Cooper Farms
Turkey Harvesting Plant in St. Henry, Ohio.
Participation costs $15. All proceeds benefit

EverHeart Hospice.
The race will begin at 10 a.m. There will be

splits at each mile of the 3.1-mile course. There
will also be chip timing for participants operated
by Speedy Feet.
Water will be provided throughout the race, as

well as a to-go turkey meal at the end.
You can register by visiting

bit.ly/cooperfarmsturkeytrot, or registration will
open at 9 a.m. at Cooper Farms on the day of the
race.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

2023-24 schedule
Date Opponent Time
Tuesday, Nov. 7 South Side (FW) 6 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 11 Hamilton Heights 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 14 Oak Hill 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 17 Bellmont 6 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 18 Winchester 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 24 Woodlan 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 28 Northeastern 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 2 Fort Recovery noon
Tuesday, Dec. 5 Muncie Central 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 8 Adams Central 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 New Castle 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 South Adams 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 26 Yorktown 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28 Pendleton Heights 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Concordia 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Bluffton 6 p.m.
Jan. 9-13 ACAC Tournament TBA
Thursday, Jan. 18 Delta 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Southern Wells 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Heritage 6 p.m.
Home games in bold

Plan ...



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
The Patriots have sus-

tained a successful pro-
gram throughout the 21st
century. They’ve been so
good that they’ve had only
three losing seasons over
the last 23 years. The cur-
rent senior class was in
second grade the last time
the Patriots posted a los-
ing record.
They lose their top two

scorers and have a new
captain at the helm.
So, what’s the plan for

the 2023-24 season?
If  it ain’t broke, don’t

fix it.
The Jay County High

School girls basketball
team will look to continue
its success under coach
Sherri McIntire, while
shifting to a defensive
focus without star Renna
Schwieterman or Gabi
Bilbrey to man the mid-
dle.
Renna Schwieterman,

Jay County’s all-time lead-
ing scorer and current
member of  the Purdue
Fort Wayne women’s bas-
ketball team, averaged
21.2 points per game last
season while Bilbrey had
13.3 ppg. Also graduating
from the team was
Mabrey McIntire (5.3 ppg),
meaning that it will only
return 36.3% of  its scor-
ing from a year ago.
“We're definitely going

to have to get offense out
of  our defense,” Sherrie
McIntire said. “This
group is very capable of
doing that. So we're gonna
push the ball up the floor,
we're going to be in your

face on defense, trying to
get you to turn the ball
over. … This group is very
capable, they play with a
lot of  grit, and just hard
nosed and play with a lot
of  heart.”
Despite the losses, the

Patriots bring back five
seniors, including three —
Breanna Dirksen, Molly
Muhlenkamp and Sophie
Saxman — who scored
over 100 points.
McIntire will look to

those three, along with

Bella Denton and Danielle
May, to take a hold of  lead-
ership roles for the team.
McIntire has already

seen Dirksen, Muh-
lenkamp and Saxman step
up offensively for the team.
Beyond being the lead-

ing scorers last season,
Bilbrey (7.6 rebounds per
game) and Renna Schweit-
erman (6.5 rpg) led the
Patriots on the glass. Den-
ton, who is tied with Muh-
lenkamp as the tallest
player on the roster, will

help fill in up front for Jay
County. McIntire has been
impressed with the
assertiveness and
improvement Denton has
made during the offsea-
son.

See Plan page 7
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Ball State football
travels to Bowling Green,

see Sports on tap

New look, same plan
Patriots seek to continue success,

with a new captain and new focal point

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Pictured is the 2023-24 Jay County High School girls basketball team. Pictured, front row from left, are Raylah
Newton, Meredith Dirksen, Cassie Petro, Hallie Schweiterman and Alexis Sibray. Back row are Sophie Saxman, Breanna
Dirksen, Mollie Muhlenkamp, Bella Denton, Danielle May and Livia Luzzi. Not pictured is Natalie Carreno. The Patriots are
ranked ninth in the AP Class 3A preseason poll.

By SOUICHI TERADA
masslive.com
Tribune News Service
With Aaron Nesmith finding a role

with the Pacers, he was rewarded
with a three-year, $33 million exten-
sion from the team going into this
season. With Nesmith now in his
fourth season, it’s an important year
to show he can be a consistent con-
tributor and build off  last season’s
numbers.
Well, Nesmith showed off  some

solid play as he poured in a career-
high 26 points for the Pacers in their
125-113 win over the Cavaliers on Sat-
urday. Nesmith played 30 minutes off
the bench, adding nine rebounds on
10-for-16 shooting (5-of-9 on 3-point-
ers).
After the game, Nesmith took to

social media because he had a few
words to say. There was an image
from July 1, 2022, that joked the
Celtics didn’t give up many assets in
the Malcolm Brogdon trade last sum-
mer, which is how Nesmith went
from Boston to Indiana. Nesmith

took a picture of  that image with the
caption “(expletive) aged well ain’t
it” on his Instagram story.
Nesmith was selected 14th overall

in the 2020 draft by the Celtics. He
showed spurts throughout his first
two seasons in the league but wasn’t
able to crack the rotation consistent-
ly. With the C’s getting the chance to
trade for Brogdon, they included
him, their 2023 first-round pick,
Daniel Theis and other players for
salary-matching purposes.
Now, Nesmith has found himself  a

bench role with a Pacers squad hop-
ing to get into play-in contention.
That was a nice win for the Pacers
against the Cavs, though Cleveland
didn’t have Donovan Mitchell, Jar-
rett Allen and Darius Garland.
Nesmith is coming off  a year

where he played in a career-high 73
games (60 starts), averaging 10.1
points and 3.8 rebounds per game.
He’ll look to build off  those num-
bers, though the extension was nice
to get locked up so he has some long-
term security.

By KARU F. DANIELS
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Basketball Hall of  Famer Magic John-

son has officially reached billionaire sta-
tus.
With his expansive business portfolio,

the basketball legend-turned-mogul is now
the fourth professional athlete to reach a
net worth of  over 1 billion dollars, Forbes
reported Sunday.
The other athlete billionaires are fellow

NBA greats Michael Jordan and Lebron
James, and golfer Tiger Woods.
An investment in the Chicago-based life

insurance company EquiTrust is where
Johnson accumulated most of  his $1.2 bil-
lion wealth, according to the financial
news outlet.
With one of  the most celebrated careers

in NBA history, the 64-year-old former Los
Angeles Laker reportedly pocketed $40
million during his sports career.
Off  the court — and years after he pub-

licly disclosed his HIV diagnosis in 1991 —
Johnson made most of  his money through
his ownership stakes in three Los Angeles-

based sports teams, including MLB’s Los
Angeles Dodgers.
In July, he officially became a part-

owner of  the Washington Commanders.
Since retiring from the court in 1996, the

former point guard has made investments
in Starbucks, Burger King and 24 Hour Fit-
ness.
In 2012, Johnson and his partners

(including billionaire investor Ron
Burkle) owned 20 radio stations, including
WBLS, New York City’s top-rated African-
American station. He also owns the Aspire
cable channel, which began airing in mar-
kets served by cable giant Comcast that
same year.
“Breaking these barriers and going

through these doors is important to me as
a proud Black man,” the Lansing, Michi-
gan native (born Earvin Johnson, Jr.) told
NBC News. “I don’t know why God blessed
me with these great opportunities. But I
want to excel, not just for me and my fam-
ily, but for all African Americans, making
sure we can see ourselves in these seats.
And I want people to know that we can do
the job.”

Magic Johnson
becomes a billionaire

Nesmith finding footing


