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Pamela Baughman, 66,
Portland

Irene Huber, 77, Kauf-
beuren-Neugablonz, Germany

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  43 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 28.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 40s with winds gusting
to 25 miles per hour. Skies
will be mostly cloudy Satur-
day with a high in the upper
50s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, the
parking lot east of  Redkey
Post Office and the parking lot
south of  Salamonia Fire Sta-
tion.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Tuesday — Results from
Fort Recovery runners at the
cross country state finals.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

County employees will
have the option to open a
Health Savings Account
next year.

Jay County Commis-
sioners approved a new
proposal Wednesday with
Physicians Health Plan,
which will increase
deductibles but allow
employees on the high-
deductible health plan to
open a Health Savings
Account (HSA).

Employees’ monthly
rates will stay the same.
They’ll also receive “seed
money” from the county
for opening or maintain-
ing an HSA, a savings
account that lets folks set
aside funds on a pre-tax
basis to pay medical
expenses.

Also with the new plan,
commissioners agreed to
add a benefit for short-
term disability, which
would provide 60% of  an
employee’s earnings with
up to a maximum of  $1,500
per week for as long as 13
weeks.

Jessica Clayton of  One
Digital, a health insurance
brokerage firm, reminded
commissioners of  the pro-
posals she shared Oct. 23,
which included a 4%
renewal with the current
plans offered through
Physicians Health Plan or
an alternative proposal
with the same company.
The alternative proposal,
which was approved
Wednesday, offered a high-
deductible health plan for
participants to open
HSAs.

According to Health-
Care.gov, untaxed dollars
in an HSA may be used to
pay for deductibles, co-
payments, co-insurance
and other expenses, and
may lower out-of-pocket
health care costs. HSAs
may earn interest and are
not taxable.

See HSAs page 2

Social dangers

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Could Indiana be moving
towards less stringent marijua-
na laws, or even total cannabis
legalization?

State lawmakers floated those
questions Wednesday during a
six-hour meeting at the State-
house.

The Interim Study Committee
on Commerce and Economic
Development is examining “the
legalization of  adult-use
cannabis in Indiana as it relates
to workforce impacts and teen
use.”

Although not specifically
tasked with doing so, the com-
mittee further entertained testi-
mony around the possibility of
decriminalizing simple mari-

juana possession, and discussed
potential health and economic
benefits of  THC products. 

Indiana retailers are current-
ly allowed to sell some marijua-
na-related products — like
CBD, Delta-8 and Delta-9 prod-
ucts — but there’s no state reg-
ulatory body to oversee the
industry.

Some who testified before the
panel called for a state-regulat-
ed marijuana market, empha-
sizing expanded access to a
medicinal product and an
increased likelihood for cleaner,
safer products. Others were
more conservative, recommend-
ing better labeling for current
CBD products already on the
market and more restrictions to
ensure those products stay out
of  the hands of  minors.

Lawmakers discuss
marijuana legalization

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Keep your kids safe while
using social media.

Derek Bogenschutz, ser-
geant at Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office, shared information on
social media and the danger it
presents to children during a
public seminar Wednesday at
Jay County High School.

Bogenschutz designs cell
phone applications, websites
and software for businesses.
He conducts digital forensics
with the sheriff ’s office on dig-
ital devices, including cell

phone hacking, computer
analysis, network tracking
and location tracking. 

Nearly 80% of  Americans
and about 4.89 billion people
worldwide utilize social
media, said Bogenschutz. 

In 2008, only about 10% of
the population used social
media.

“Social media’s getting so
big now, it’s intertwining into
our lifestyles,” he said. 

“Everything we do is posted,
shared, broadcasted on some
sort of  social media plat-
form,” he added. “For a lot of

people, their entire life story
is also on social media.”

Negative effects that may
impact children using social
media include cyberbullying,
social addiction, depression, sui-
cidal tendencies, changes in
home behaviors and declining
school performance. Children
could also be the potential victim
of  an online scam or sex crime.

Bogenschutz showed a slide
displaying 16 mug shots of  con-
victed child predators who have
been arrested by Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office.

“The reason why I show you

these faces is not to show hate
toward them, but I want you to be
aware that sexual predators are
in your neighborhoods every sin-
gle day,” he said.

More than 500,000 child preda-
tors are active online daily, he
continued, and more than 50% of
victims are between 10 and 15
years old. Approximately 1 in 4
children will experience a sexual
predator in some way during
their lifetime, said Bogenschutz.
That statistic is expected to
increase to 1 in 3 children by as
soon as next year.

See Social page 2

Seminar shows potential pitfalls of online activity,
offers advice to parents on how to monitor children

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Cordial
count

Six-year-old Oliver Otte,
dressed as Dracula, waves
to family while walking
across the stage Sunday
during the costume contest
at Van Trees Park’s Hein
Amphitheater in Fort
Recovery.

Accounts
offer

opportunity
for pre-tax

contributions

New
county
plan will
offer
HSAs

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Derek Bogenschutz prepares for his presentation Wednesday at Jay County High School. The sergeant with Jay
County Sheriff's Office shared information about the dangers of social media to children.



Continued from page 1
HSAs are only available

to those on a high-
deductible health plan,
noted Clayton. In order to
be eligible for the benefit to
employees, she added, the
county will need to amend
its health reimbursement
arrangement structure.

Jay County currently
offers two plans: a high-
deductible health plan and
a co-pay plan. Individuals
pay $4.58 monthly for the
high-deductible health plan
or $94.94 monthly for the co-
pay plan.

Changes with the new
structure include increas-
ing the high-deductible
health plan’s deductible to
$6,000 for individuals or
$12,000 for families while
covering 100% of  the cost
after employees reach that
limit. (Currently the coun-
ty has a $4,000 deductible
for individuals and a $8,000
deductible for families, but
insurance only covers 80%
of  the cost beyond the
deductible limit.) Taking
into account the county’s
contributions toward the
deductible — $2,800 for indi-
viduals and $5,600 for fami-
lies — employees’ maxi-
mum out-of-pocket costs
would come to $3,200 for
individuals or $6,400 for
families.

The co-pay plan would
see a deductible increase of
about $500 for individuals
and $1,000 for families.

Deductible limits double
for those who utilize servic-

es out of  the insurance
company’s network.

The new proposal will
cost $147,393.46 in 2024, sav-
ing the county about $46,000
as compared to renewing at
a 4% increase with Physi-
cians Health Plan. (Other
health insurance compa-
nies, Anthem and United
Health Care, offered fully
insured options at 2% and
7% increases, respectively.)
Commissioners plan to use
some of  that savings to con-
tribute to employee HSAs.

Commissioner Rex Jour-
nay pointed out he has had
an HSA for years and still
maintains it, despite retir-
ing five years ago. Clayton
noted an HSA sticks with a
person for their lifetime.

Answering a question

from commissioner Brian
McGalliard, Clayton noted
approximately 90% of
claimants don’t meet their
deductibles.

“So, who is this good for?
It’s good for the folks that
are blowing through it, or
maybe aren’t currently
using their plan at all,” she
said.

Regardless of  the coun-
ty’s decision, Clayton sug-
gested the company host
several informational
meetings for employees to
learn more about their new
coverage option.

McGalliard noted the
higher deductibles but
pointed to the county’s
HSA contributions, adding
that it would help to offset
the increase.

“If  they can understand
that they get a tax break on
every dollar that they put
in there, when you think
about it, that means (some-
thing),” said Journay.

Aker noted employees
have expressed dislike with
the county’s insurance
options over the years. He
said some have cited that
has the reason for leaving
their job.

“It’s no secret that, a lot
of  times we lose employees,
it’s because of  insurance,”
he said. “If  we can do some-
thing to give back to the
employee, as an incentive
to keep them here, I’m all
for it.”
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28TH ANNUAL ELECTION DAY

Spaghetti Supper

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH

301 N. Wayne St.
(Corner of Wayne St. & St. Rt. 49)

Fort Recovery, Ohio
Meal includes: Spaghetti, Bread Sticks, Salad, Dessert

Tuesday, Nov. 7th 4-7 P.M.
All meals $8.00 

Drive-Thru OR Dine-In.
Enter alley north of church between house and gazebo

All proceeds To Friends in Need Fund

As we head toward winter, advertise your heating, cooling and plumbing businesses!
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Continued from page 1
Bogenschutz talked about different

ways children are manipulated,
including grooming, child sex traf-
ficking, revenge pornography — it’s
typically done by teenagers sending
nude images of  someone else to oth-
ers — and sextortion, which is gain-
ing access to someone’s nude images
or videos and holding them “ransom”
for money or other goods with threats
to send them to others if  the victim
doesn’t comply with their wishes. (He
also mentioned child kidnapping and
abduction, pointing out one person in
Jay County had been arrested and
charged with attempted kidnapping
in the last few years.)

Child solicitation — a grown adult
enticing a child and meeting up with
them for sex — is one area Bogen-
schutz investigates.

“There’s a lot of  behind-the-scenes
things that you guys really don’t see
and understand with social media
and how dangerous it is for your chil-
dren because we’re usually trying to
get it and get it taken care of,” Bogen-
schutz said.

Predators may engage in “secret
conversations” through end-to-end
encrypted chat, which means no one
beyond the message sender and recip-

ient, including the service provider
or third parties such as police, may
view content sent in this manner.

Photos and videos online can also
be unsafe in more than one way.
Besides giving away a person’s visible
surroundings, data can be taken from
a photo or video via “image hashing”
that can be used to track a person’s
location. (Police use this method to
track down victims and perpetra-
tors.)

Bogenschutz is a part of  the Inter-
net Crimes Against Children Task
Force Program, which is “dedicated
to investigating, prosecuting and
developing effective responses to
internet crimes against children.” 

Internet service providers such as
Facebook or Snapchat monitor chats
and posts, either via artificial intelli-
gence or by a live person, explained
Bogenschutz. Questionable content
gets reported via “cyber tip” to the
National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children. (Tips can also be
submitted by the general public at
report.cybertip.org.)

The local Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force Program group
is then contacted and begins tracking
Internet Protocol (IP) addresses, look
into connected emails and social

media, uncover victims and perpetra-
tors and investigate further from
there, he said.

“It’s kind of  like the internet police,
in a way,” said Bogenschutz. “We deal
with all the internet crimes that
involve your kids.”

He encouraged adults to educate
themselves about the social media
applications their children may use,
learn their social media habits, know
and understand which devices they
use, talk with them children about
the dangers of  the social media appli-
cations they use, watch for behavior
changes such as eating or sleeping
habits, and produce a game plan for
the what-if  scenario.

“What do your kids do when they
come across any type of  unwanted
solicitation?” he said. “Who do they
contact? Who do they go to? Make a
game plan of  who they can turn to.”

Child sexual abuse crimes may be
reported to police or school staff, the
National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children at report.cyber-
tip.org or at the “Say Something”
anonymous reporting system pro-
moted by Jay School Corporation,
which is available at the bottom left
corner of  the school’s website or via
direct link at bit.ly/3QK89cI.

Pamela Baughman
Dec. 14, 1956-Oct. 30, 2023

Pamela B. Baughman, age 66,
of  Portland passed away on
Monday, Oct. 30,
2023, in the IU
Health Ball
Memorial Hospi-
tal in Muncie.

She was born
in Cleveland on
Dec. 14, 1956, the
daughter of
Thomas and
Irene (Flanna-
gan) Smith. She was married to
Wayne Baughman and he pre-
ceded her in death in 2014.

Pam was a homemaker, a
graduate of  Portland High
School, involved with the Boy
Scouts of  America and an avid
Cleveland Browns and Ohio
State University fan.

Surviving are one son,

Theodore Davis II of  Portland;
one daughter, Sarah Burton
(husband: Derek) of  Winches-
ter; her mother Irene Also-
brook of  Oklahoma City; three
brothers, Darrel Smith of  Okla-
homa City, Greg Smith of  Okla-
homa City and Gary Smith of
Celina, Ohio; one sister, April
Myers of  East Bend, North Car-
olina; and 11 grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
a brother, Bill Smith.

Visitation will be on Tuesday,
Nov. 7, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
in Portland. Burial and grave-
side services will be held
Wednesday, Nov. 8, at 1 p.m. in
the Highland Memorial Park
Cemetery in West Liberty,
Ohio.

Memorials can be directed to
the funeral home to help with
expenses.

Condolences may be
expressed atbairdfreeman.com.

Irene Huber
June 29, 1936-Oct. 19, 2023

Irene (Papritz) Huber, 87, of
Kaufbeuren-Neugablonz, Ger-
many, passed away Oct. 19 at the
Espachstift nurs-
ing home in Kauf-
beuren.

She was born in
Gablonz an der
Neiße in the for-
mer Sudetenland,
Czech Republic,
on June 29, 1936.
As war refugees,
her family relocat-
ed to Kaufbeuren, Bavaria, in
West Germany after World War
II, where she met her husband of
65 years, Gerhard Huber, who
survives. 

Surviving along with her hus-

band are her three children, Mar-
tina Wagner (husband: Dieter) in
Texas; Georg Huber in Germany;
and Annemarie McClung (hus-
band: Kent) in Portland; five
grandchildren, Katarina Hoang
(husband: Andrew) and Isabel
Yeomans (husband: David), both
in Texas; Ian, Lillian and Julia
McClung in Indiana; and two
great-grandchildren, Oliver and
Aiden Hoang in Texas. 

Irene was an accomplished
homemaker who loved taking
care of  her family, house and gar-
den. She was a lifelong learner
who learned to play the piano at
age 60, and took Italian lessons
into her 80s. She enjoyed travel-
ing, hiking, swimming, ice-skat-
ing and skiing, especially in her
beloved Alps.

When her daughters moved to
the United States, her husband
and she visited Portland and

Tomball, Texas, often to spend
time with their grandchildren.
She treasured her time in Port-
land, where her husband and she
met many people during their
numerous stays, which included
visits to the schools, Arts Place
and Zion Lutheran Evangelical
Church. 

A memorial service was held
Oct. 26 at the chapel of  the Wald-
friedhof cemetery in Kauf-
beuren.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es. 

Obituaries

Saturday
Kunkle, Robert: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Wednesday
Baughman, Pamela: 1 p.m.,

Highland Memorial Park Ceme-
tery, West Liberty, Ohio. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

HSAs ...

Social ...

Baughman

Huber

Lotteries

CR almanac

59/41 59/45 64/46 56/39 50/41
Mostly

cloudy skies
expected on
Saturday.
There’s also a
slight chance
of rain late.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Wednes-
day, when the
high will be
near 50
degrees.

More rain
is in the fore-
cast  (50%
chance) for
Tuesday,
when the
high will be
around 56.

More rain
is possible
Sunday, when
the high won’t
surpass 60
degrees.

Monday
has a 50%
chance of
rain. Mostly
cloudy, with
temperatures
climbing to
the 60s.

Saturday
11/4

Sunday
11/5

Monday
11/6

Tuesday
11/7

Wednesday
11/8

Powerball
22-26-39-47-63
Power Ball: 12
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$173 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$181 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-7-8
Daily Four: 6-3-6-6
Quick Draw: 8-9-11-12-

15-17-22-25-27-28-32-34-36-
38-39-44-58-61-67-79

Evening
Daily Three: 9-2-3

Daily Four: 0-2-4-9
Quick Draw: 5-14-16-

19-21-23-24-25-32-33-34-39-
44-45-49-68-69-71-74-76

Cash 5: 12-19-21-28-35
Estimated jackpot:

$852,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-0-6
Pick 4: 4-4-7-0
Pick 5: 8-3-3-8-8
Evening
Pick 3: 1-0-3
Pick 4: 5-9-9-7
Pick 5: 3-1-1-4-2
Rolling Cash: 2-9-23-29-

31
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.65
Late Nov. corn ........4.62
Wheat ......................4.83

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.62
Dec. corn ..................4.67
Jan. corn ..................4.82

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.47
Dec. corn ..................4.57
Beans ......................12.58

Dec. beans ..............12.98
Wheat ...................... 5.25

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.47
Dec. corn ..................4.49
Beans ......................12.76
Dec. beans ..............12.98
Wheat ......................5.25

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.32
Dec. corn ..................4.37
Beans ......................12.58
Dec. beans ..............12.73
Wheat ......................4.81

In 1869, artist Henri
Matisse was born in Le
Cateau, Picardy, France.
He would lead the Fau-
vist movement and the
subjects of  his works
were mostly domestic or
figurative. His most
famous works include
“The Dance II” and “The
Dinner Table.”

In 1956, an estimated
45 million watched the
1939 movie “The Wizard
of  Oz” when it was aired
on TV for the first time.

In 1957, Laika, a dog,
became the first living
creature to orbit Earth
when it traveled on the
Soviet Union’s Sputnik
2.

In 1978, Dominica
gained its independence

with Patrick Roland
John becoming its first
prime minister.

In 1992, Carol Mose-
ley Braun, a Democrat,
became the first African
American woman elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate.
She left the Senate in
1999 to become U.S.
ambassador to New
Zealand.

In 2020, in the only
contested race for Jay
School Board, rural
Bryant resident Vickie
Reitz defeated Ryan
Wellman for the District
6 seat. Incumbents Phil
Ford and Jason Phillips
were uncontested in
their bids for another
term.

—The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace

Room at Edelweiss Place
at Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Nov. 3, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
LOCALS MARKET — Is

held from 8 a.m. to noon
each Saturday in May
through October on East
Main Street in Portland.
For more information,
contact The Flower Nook
at (260) 726-7166.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ

fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku COLOR

 

Contact Lindsey
at L.Cochran@thecr.com or (260) 726-8141 today!

The Commercial Review
(260) 726-8141 • ads@thecr.com
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DEAR ABBY: I’m 24 and not
where I want to be in life. I have
goals and dreams I would like to
accomplish. However, my family
is super family-oriented. I work
for my dad in a family business.
He always talks business with
me. 

I do not want to go into the
family business. I have my rea-
sons, one being his side of  the
family works there and we don’t
get along. They’ve never accept-
ed my mom so, therefore, they
don’t accept me. The other rea-
son is I’m not interested in the
business. 

My problem is, this is the best
I’ve ever gotten along with my
dad. I’m worried he will want
nothing to do with me if  I quit.
On the other hand, my mom has
always been supportive. I worry
that if  I moved away, we would-
n’t be so close. I just feel like if  I
go after my goals and dreams, it
will ruin my relationship with
my family. What do you think? —
EYE ON THE FUTURE

DEAR EYE ON: You are no
longer a child. You are an
adult who is overdue for a
serious talk with your father
about those goals and dreams
of  yours, as well as the treat-
ment you have received from
his side of  the family. Write
your thoughts down before
approaching the subject with
him. If  your father loves you,
as I am sure he does, he will
want you to be happy as well
as successful. 

If  you can’t find the
courage to approach this on
your own, consider enlisting
the help of  a licensed mental
health professional to help
you create some emotional
separation. Wanting inde-
pendence is not a rejection of
your father, nor would gain-
ing it guarantee you would no
longer be as close to your
mom.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have hard feel-

ings for my oldest son. A few
years back, I was diagnosed with
cancer and needed radiation
treatments. The hospital is in
my son’s hometown, so I asked
him if  I could sit in their living
room between my two treat-
ments a day for six days. He said
he would talk to his wife about
it. 

I tried to call him the day
before my treatments started,
but he wouldn’t answer his
phone. I had to sit in my car in
the cold of  winter for six hours
between treatments. 

I can’t seem to get past this. I
don’t bring it up to him, but I
resent him and his wife for let-
ting me down in my time of
need. How can I get over this and
let the resentment go? — SAD IN
THE MIDWEST

DEAR SAD: Are you and
your son and daughter-in-law
communicating now? Have
they ever explained why they
acted the way they did? Did
you and your daughter-in-law
have some kind of  falling out
before your diagnosis? 

That you were left sitting in
a car between cancer treat-
ments on cold winter days
seems unconscionable. That
you also “can’t get over it”
seems rational to me. This
may be something you should
discuss with your religious
adviser, if  you have one.
Should you need medical
assistance in the future, I
hope you have found other
resources, because if  you
reach out in your son’s direc-
tion, all you should expect is
more silence.

Young adult
weighs career

Dear
Abby

By KAREN GARCIA
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Ninja
poked his head out from
under his shell and nibbled
away at food scraps next to a
podium at the Los Angeles
Zoo as Chief  Executive and
Director Denise Verret made
a landmark announcement.

The radiated tortoise, who
was confiscated by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
alongside dozens of  other crit-
ically endangered, trafficked
reptiles and brought to the
zoo in 1998, is now "thriving
and healthy," Verret said.

Ninja is one of  50 animals
at the Los Angeles Zoo that
were placed there after being
confiscated — a success story
that officials hope will be
replicated by the first-of-its-
kind program announced Fri-
day: the Southern California
Wildlife Confiscations Net-
work.

The partnership between
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Assn. of  Zoos
and Aquariums aims to sim-
plify the placement of  confis-
cated animals by having a
regional point of  contact for
wildlife enforcement officers
to find trusted animal care
facilities. The logistics of
finding placement for a con-
fiscated animal can be a chal-
lenge for federal wildlife offi-
cers, who must also juggle the
trafficking investigation.

In the past, wildlife enforce-
ment agents have had to rely
on informal contacts and rela-
tionships with local zoos,
aquariums, sanctuaries and
wildlife rescues.

Under the wildlife confisca-
tions network, a pilot pro-
gram that officials plan to
replicate nationwide begin-
ning next year, a newly estab-
lished confiscations coordina-
tor will note the specific hous-

ing needs of  the species
involved and refer to a list of
"fully vetted and permitted
professional animal care facil-
ities in the region to deter-
mine which can meet the case
needs."

Matthew Martin, assistant
special agent for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, said the
partnership will help authori-
ties "free up time and follow
up on investigative leads
while they're still fresh."

Wildlife trafficking is often
thought of  as something that
happens in "far away places
like Africa, Asia or Australia,"
said Dan Ashe, president of
the Assn. of  Zoos and Aquari-
ums, "but it's very much an
American problem as well."

Southern California is an
epicenter for the trafficking
of  wild animals, often smug-
gled for the illegal pet trade
and regularly moved through
ports of  entry, he said.

For at least the last decade,
Martin said, U.S. native tur-
tles have been exported over-
seas.

At the southern border, he
said, the Fish and Wildlife
Service has intercepted a lot
of  trafficked sea cucumbers
and swim bladders from totoa-
ba fish, an endangered species
since 1979.

At ports of  entry or exit
such as Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport or a U.S. Postal
Service facility, Fish and
Wildlife officials search
incoming shipments of  per-

mitted live animals to ensure
there isn't any activity of  ille-
gal trade. Inspectors check
labels and open boxes, and if
the shipment matches its doc-
umentation, it is sealed up
and ready to be transported to
its destination. For extra
assurance, a trained K-9 is
also on scene to sniff  out any
smuggled animals.

In 2022, Fish and Wildlife
special agents and the ser-
vice's law enforcement part-
ners investigated more than
10,000 wildlife trafficking
cases and collected more than
$11 million in criminal penal-
ties.

"Illegal wildlife trafficking,
whether driven by profit or
personal gain, has devastat-
ing consequences for our
environment and biodiversi-
ty," said Verret of  the Los
Angeles Zoo.

The global issue puts count-
less species on the brink of
extinction and affects entire
ecosystems, she said, and offi-
cials are hopeful that the
Southern California Wildlife
Confiscations Network will
help them focus on stamping
out the illegal trade.

From 2015 to 2019, the Asso-
ciation of  Zoos and Aquari-
ums noted, federal authorities
had 834 cases of  live wildlife
that was refused clearance,
including 48,793 individual
animals and plants that
required placement. Los
Angeles led the nation in
number of  cases, with 177.

Zoo targets trafficking

Wildlife confiscations network
simplifies animal placement
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Getting the nation’s soaring
debt under control should be a
national priority. But many
special-interest groups don’t
agree.

Last week, newly elected
House Speaker Mike Johnson
told his colleagues that he
would soon hold a vote on form-
ing a bipartisan commission to
study the nation’s fiscal trajec-
tory.

“The greatest threat to our
national security is our
nation’s debt,” he said. “We
know this is not going to be an
easy task, and tough decisions
will have to be made. But the
consequences if  we don’t act
now are unbearable. We have a

duty to the American people to
explain this to them so they
understand it well. And we’re
going to establish a bipartisan
debt commission to begin
working on this crisis immedi-
ately.”

The speaker’s comments
exude common sense. The
deficit this past fiscal year hit
$2 trillion. The debt has soared
past $33.7 trillion. The interest
payments on the debt now

exceed defense spending and
will continue to crowd out
other priorities. Simply bor-
rowing more money to finance
an ever-expanding federal gov-
ernment is a path toward eco-
nomic disaster and fiscal ruin.

Yet Johnson’s remarks were
met in some quarters with hos-
tility and skepticism, particu-
larly from political hysterics in
the “Republicans want to
throw grandma off  the cliff ”
crowd.

“This commission is
designed to subvert the will of
the American people,” said
Nancy Altman, president of
Social Security Works, “by fast-
tracking cuts to Social Security
and Medicare behind closed
doors.”

Can we at least see the
panel’s suggestions before dis-
missing its formation? Besides,
does Altman believe that
endangering the nation’s fiscal
health will be beneficial in the
long term to the recipients of
Social Security and Medicare?
Doing nothing only exacer-
bates the problem.

Critics are on more solid
footing when they say that
forming a commission is a
dodge intended to shield Con-
gress from responsibility for a
problem of  its own making.
After all, we’ve gone down this
road before — most recently in
2010 when President Barack
Obama formed the Simpson-
Bowles commission to study
deficit reduction — only to

throw the recommendations
into the shredder.

Such pronouncements are
true, to an extent. But the
spending problem in Washing-
ton has only worsened in recent
years, adding urgency to the
debt debate. The issue, accord-
ing to polls, is also at the fore-
front of  many voters’ concerns.

Johnson’s committee should
conduct its business openly and
consider a wide range of  poten-
tial solutions to controlling the
red ink — even those that are
anathema to one party (tax
hikes) or the other (spending
cuts). It’s admittedly a long shot,
but fostering vigorous discus-
sion and debate on the debt may
be the first step toward accepting
and implementing solutions.

Debt commission is a positive step

By BILL LUEDERS
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

On Oct. 10, days after
Hamas launched its
depraved attack on Israel,
White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre
was asked about some pro-
gressive members in Con-
gress who were calling for
a cease-fire and de-escala-
tion. She did not try to
hide her disgust.

“We believe they’re
wrong,” she declared at a
press conference. “We
believe they’re repugnant
and we believe they’re dis-
graceful.”

Yikes. What exactly did
these progressives, most
of  whom are a part of
what’s called “The
Squad,” say that was so
outside of  the bounds of
civilized discourse?

Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-
Minn., said that, besides
“condemning Hamas’
attacks, we must also
oppose an Israeli military
response that has already
taken the lives of  hun-
dreds of  Palestinians.”

Rep. Cori Bush, D-
Mo., said she was “heart-
broken” by the violence
against Israeli civilians
but also called for “ending
U.S. government support
for Israeli military occu-
pation and apartheid.”

And Rep. Rashida Tlaib,
D-Mich., the only Palestin-
ian-American member of
Congress, said: “The fail-
ure to recognize the vio-
lent reality of  living under
siege, occupation, and
apartheid makes no one
safer. No person, no child
anywhere should have to
suffer or live in fear of  vio-
lence. We cannot ignore
the humanity in each
other.”

Such talk has led to the
filing of  censure resolu-
tions against Tlaib in Con-
gress. It also got
her chased through the
hallways of  a House office
building by a Fox News
reporter demanding to
know whether she object-
ed to “Hamas terrorists
chopping off  babies’
heads,” referring to unver-
ified reports. She told the
news outlet Michigan
Advance, “I do not support
the targeting and killing
of  civilians, whether in
Israel or Palestine.”

But the anger toward
her has not subsided.
Indeed, as the conflict that
Hamas escalated has
intensified, so has the
blowback being visited
upon those who argue
against further bloodshed.

Even before Israel’s
planned ground invasion

to wipe Hamas off  the face
of  the Earth, the death toll
involving Palestinian
civilians has far surpassed
the 1,400 Israelis killed in
the original Oct. 7 attack.
Of  the more than 8,300
Palestians who have per-
ished as of  Oct. 30, nearly
3,500 are children.

The argument has
been made by the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee
and others that the deaths
are not comparable, as
Hamas deliberately target-
ed civilians while those
who have been foreseeably
killed by Israel’s punish-
ing air strikes are “collat-
eral damage.” It’s a dis-
tinction whose relevance
is likely to be lost on those
who are killed, and those
left to mourn them.
What’s disgraceful and
repugnant is war itself.

I, for one, do not want a
single penny of  my tax
dollars to pay for missiles
that end the lives of  chil-
dren, no matter how
wrong a place they happen
to be in at how wrong a
time. I do not want the
United States to help
Israel deliver the over-
sized carnage that ensures
an endless supply of
future martyrs for Hamas’
bloody cause. I do not
want us to unleash hor-
rors against each other in
response to those playing
out on the global stage, as
happened when an Illinois
man angered by Hamas’
attack stabbed a six-year-
old Palestinian boy to
death.

In this war, as in others
that have come before, our
capacity for decency is
being put to the test. There
is a decades-long legacy of
oppression of  Palestini-
ans that must be acknowl-
edged. There is a need for
restraint in Israel’s
national defense that
deserves support both
from within that country
and from the global com-
munity.

I join with those on the
progressive left, in Con-
gress and elsewhere, who
say there’s been enough
killing already.

••••••••••
Lueders, the former edi-

tor and now editor-at-large
of  The Progressive, is a
writer in Madison, Wiscon-
sin.

Bring an end
to the killing

By INNA FALIKS
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

The students have too many
activities and academic deadlines,
the Montessori school principal
informed me. This is not a good
time for piano recitals, and the
piano wasn’t needed either.

“Please feel free to take the
piano and donate it” elsewhere,
the email said.

Several months ago, with help
from my favorite piano technician,
I had found a free upright piano
and arranged for its delivery with
the school principal. It had stood
against the back wall of  the class-
room, used as a table for lunches
and backpacks, and now it was no
longer wanted.

As a pianist, I wanted my chil-
dren, who attended the elementary
school, and their friends to hear
the sound of  a real piano at school.
The kids have one music class a
week, which involves a few pop
songs played on a keyboard. There
is nothing wrong with pop songs
or keyboards. But I had imagined
the kids’ delight at hearing the full
sound of  chords on a piano, the
storm of  a Beethoven sonata, the
mist of  a Debussy prelude, the
bouncy bass of  Scott Joplin.

After helping to arrange the
piano delivery, I offered to play for
the children, and to tell them
about adventures in music and
piano. But I never got the chance.

I have a soft spot for upright
pianos. I learned to play on an
upright of  the brand Red October
as a child in Soviet Odesa. Upon
coming to the U.S., my parents
bought an upright piano for me
with the $200 they carried with
them through months of  immigra-

tion, so that I could continue my
musical training. It was the only
money they had.

On that piano, I learned
Chopin’s etudes, Tchaikovsky’s
Concerto No. 1 and Beethoven’s
sonatas. An upright can sound
intimate and warm but also quite
powerful in a small room. As a
penniless immigrant kid in Chica-
go, I struggled to assimilate into
the privileged North Shore. While
classmates told me to “go back to
Russia” (nobody knew the differ-
ence between Ukraine and Russia
back then), music was my respite,
thanks to that piano.

Classical music is losing audi-
ences because of  its perceived elit-
ism. I believe this stems from the
lack of  early music education in
schools, among other factors. Clas-
sical music stops being a closed
world when the music is shared
generously and with passion. And
music’s most eager audiences are
children. But how do we musicians
share music with children when
it’s so hard to do so?

Middle and high schools in Los
Angeles pride themselves on
expanding their STEM curriculum
and budget. School ratings are pri-
marily determined by STEM
scores; art and music are lowest on
the totem pole. Are kids paying for
adults’ lack of  support for the
arts? Hearing music in childhood
can be a game-changer for them.

Playing for children is immense-
ly gratifying for a musician,
because nobody absorbs with
greater speed, responds with more
excitement or explores the nature
of  music with fewer preconcep-
tions.

Leonard Bernstein’s 53 Young
People’s Concerts greatly
increased children’s exposure to
music through national televised
broadcasts. Nothing of  this magni-
tude exists in the U.S. today.

In Venezuela, El Sistema, the
world-renowned national music
program that nurtured the L.A.
Philharmonic’s conductor, Gusta-
vo Dudamel, provides a musical
upbringing to children in a politi-
cally and economically challenged
landscape. Surely, the world’s rich-
est country could commit to
enriching its children’s lives in a
similar way.

The lack of  classical music in
schools is emblematic of  a larger
trend. We have become tethered to
quantifiable, competitive ways of
judging how we educate our kids.
Classical music and most other art
don’t fit into that box.

It’s the escape from the box that
challenges, inspires and allows the
expression of  genuine individuali-
ty. Getting to know classical music
early on can serve as preparation
for a life in the music industry or
theater, or not. It can simply be a
creative, sensory immersion that
engages one’s emotions and
expands the mind. It’s our respon-
sibility to educate our children.
But perhaps even more important
is our duty to nurture their souls.

••••••••••
Faliks is a professor and head of

the piano department at the UCLA
Herb Alpert School of  Music.

Music remains essential
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located : 7638 N 650 W

Bryant, IN 
Saturday morning

NOVEMBER 11, 2023
9:30 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
PARCEL #1: 2 Story

home with 3 bedrooms,
1 bathroom, large
family room, partial

basement, and a 2 car
attached garage.

This home has a new
gas furnace plus a wood
furnace, newer windows,
new well, and a metal
roof. This parcel has

several outbuildings and
will contain approximate-

ly 4 acres.
PARCEL #2: 58.11
Acres of land with 48
acres tillable, 6.5 acres
of woods and the bal-
ance in roadway and

ditch.
Parcel #3: 62.11 acres
of land with house and

outbuildings.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Whirlpool side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
washer & dryer; Oak
punched tin cabinet;

wood bench; galvanized
rinse tubs; horseshoes;
metal horse clock; 2 milk
cans with seats; and
many other items not

listed.
VAN–MOWER-GOLF
CART -EQUIPMENT-

TOOLS
2004 Chevrolet Venture
van; Easy Go Club Car

electric golf cart;
Grasshopper 618 zero
turn mower with 1099
hours; Hover Round

mobility cart; pony sad-
dles; work horse har-

nesses; scrap
metal; and many other

items not listed.
FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT  KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-
2700 OR GARY LOY

AUCTIONEER 260-726-
5160.

PERSONAL PROPER-
TY TO SELL IMMEDI-
ATELY AFTER REAL

ESTATE.
HOUGH FAMILY

TRUST
By Freda Corwin &

Mitch Corwin
Co-Trustees
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1889 E 200 S,

Portland, IN
Friday  Morning

Novemberr 10th, 2023
10:00 A.M.

VEHICLE –RV–FARM
EQUIPMENT-TOOLS

2016 Chevy Equinox LS
with 73,000 miles, 2006

GMC Envoy with
144,000 miles and

rebuilt title, 2016 Key-
stone Sprinter 5 th
wheel RV with triple

slide, 2 bathrooms, fire-
place and sleeps 9,
2007 John Deere TS
Gator with gas engine
and hydraulic dump,

John Deere 3010 diesel
wide front tractor with 3
point, John Deere semi
mount sickle mower;
and many other items

not listed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS–
OLD AND COLLEC-

TORS ITEMS

GE Profile washer &
dryer;(2) Smith Bros
sofas; (2) Lazy Boy
recliners; TOY TRAC-
TORS (NIB). crocks;
Longaberger baskets;
Little Golden books;

1957 Corvette and 1955
Chevy Street Machine

toy cars; and other items
not listed.

JOHN STEWART
RINES ESTATE

BY JANNA MAITLEN, 
PERSONAL REP.
JOSH ATKINSON –
ESTATE ATTORNEY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

MONDAY NOVEMBER
13TH, 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 7259 W 200

N. Pennville, IN
REAL ESTATE

79 Acres in section 7
Greene Township, Jay
County Indiana. To be
offered in two tracts and

entirety.
Tract 1: 16 acres with
approximately 13 acres
tillable, balance being

road frontage on County
Road 200

N and wooded. Tract 2:
63 acres practically all

tillable with road
frontage on County

Road 150 N.
Tract 3: Combination of
tract 1 and 2. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNERS: Carl and
Betty Stultz Estate

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY NOVEM-
BER 4 TH , 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 1301 E Old
SR 22, Hartford City, IN
Open House Sunday
October 22 from 1-3pm
or for private showing
phone auctioneers
REAL ESTATE

37 +/- Acres in section
12 Licking Township,

Blackford County. To be
offered in two tracts and
entirety. Tract 1: 3 acres
with 3 bedroom, 2 bath
home containing 3500
sq foot of finished living

area.
Hot tub. Attached 24’ x
45’ garage.  Tract 2: 34

+/- acres with
approximately 15 acres
tillable, balance being
wooded with some sell-

able timber.
VEHICLES – TRACTOR
– RTV – GOLF CART
2012 GMC 1500 Kodiak
pickup truck,  2009 Sat-
urn Sky redline turbo
convertible, Ford 4000
gas tractor with 2400 GT
hyd. loader, Craftsman
GT 3000 23 HP mower
46” cut with snowblower.
HAY – STRAW - SHOP

TOOLS
180 Small square bales
Alfalfa. 100 bales mixed
grass. 25 bales straw.
Saddles and bridles. 
GUNS – ANTIQUES –

MISC
Remington model 41 22
cal. single shot. Thom-
son Center Scout 50 cal.
muzzleloader.  5 gallon
and 2 gallon crock jugs.
Barn pulleys. Steamer
trunk. Settee. 2 minia-

ture porcelain dolls (over
150 years old). Porce-
lain Kewpie doll. 1956
Rempel doll. Copper

horse.
LARGE AUCTION: SEV-

ERAL ITEMS NOT
MENTIONED

OWNERS: Roy and
Dorothy Stewart.

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION

MONDAY NOVEMBER
13 TH , 2023
TIME 6:00 P.M.

LOCATED: 4579 W 200
N, 

Portland IN
64 ACRES OFFERED

IN TRACTS
Tract 1: 3 Bedroom two
story home containing
2376 square foot of liv-
ing area. Home has
central air and is in

move-in condition. 55’ x
44’ Barn with lean-to

and porch. Nicely situat-
ed

on 5 acres. Tract 2: 59
acres practically all till-
able in section 10

Greene Township, Jay
County

Indiana. Tract 3: Combi-
nation of tracts 1 and 2.

OWNER: Chris
Schwartz

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 
SEEKIN FT LABORER
Water Dept., Dunkirk.
Applications @ City
Building And accepted till
Nov. 16th. 
LOOKING FOR A CDL
DRIVER Class A with a
tanker endorsement, part
time and full time hours.
Call Allen at CJR truck-
ing 260-726-5522 

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

170 PETS

MISSING 8lbs Black
Yorggie, offering reward,
last seen on pleasant st.
Call 260-251-9619 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED

190 FARMERS
COLUMN 200 FOR RENT 200 FOR RENT

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Public Notice
The following will be sold for

charges: 

2467 E 200 N PORTLAND 

On 11/21/2023 @ 10:00 AM 

2002 LEXUS

JTJHF10U120289819 $2,350.00 

2010 CHEVROLET

1GCSKSE36AZ297502 $2,370.00

CR 11-3-2023 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR
COURT

2023 TERM
CAUSE NO. 

38D01-2308-PL-00023
Jay County Christian Home

Builders, Inc., Plaintiff
v.

Carlos Cruz, Defendant
SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a copy a default
judgment directed to me from
the Judge of the Jay Superior
Court in this cause wherein Jay
County Christian Home
Builders, Inc. is Plaintiff and
Carlos Cruz is the Defendant re-
quiring me to make the total
sum of $48,665.55 with interest
thereon from the date of the
judgment at the legal rate and
any costs of this sale, I will sell
at public auction to the highest
bidder on the 30th day of
November, 2023 at 10:00 am on
the 3rd floor of the Courthouse
in Portland, Indiana the follow-
ing described real estate:
Lot 251 in Fleming's Addition
to the City of Portland, Indiana.
For informational purposes
only the above-described real
estate is located at 517 S. Vine
St., Portland Indiana 47371.
This sale shall be made with-
out relief from valuation or ap-
praisement laws and subject to
all liens, encumbrances and
easements of record. Immedi-
ately after the sale I will exe-
cute and deliver a deed of con-
veyance for the real estate and
the Purchaser shall be place in
absolute possession of the real
estate.

Dated this 17 day of 
October, 2023

Larry R. Newton, Jr.,
Jay County Sheriff

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR

Attorneys for Plaintiff
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8104
CR 10-20,27,11-3-2023- HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 1889 E  200 S, Portland Indiana on Friday Morning

NOVEMBER 10, 2023
10.00 A.M.

VEHICLES – RV – FARM EQUIPMENT - TOOLS
2016 Chevy Equinox LS with 73,000 miles, VIN 2GNALAEK9EG611679; 2006
GMC Envoy with 144,000 miles and rebuilt title, VIN  1GKDT13S562314398;
2002 Chevy 2500 HD 4 x 4 truck with 195,500 miles, VIN
1GCHK24G42E103511; 1993 Chevy 2500 Truck , VIN 1GCGK24F3PE221589;
2016 Keystone Sprinter 5th wheel RV with triple slide, 2 bathrooms, fireplace
and sleeps 9, VIN 4YDF29326G1530707; 2007 Passport Travel Trailer VIN
4YDT2802176410527; 2007 John Deere TS Gator with gas engine and hydraulic
dump,  Serial # W04X2SD017479;  John Deere 3010 diesel wide front tractor
with 3 point, Serial #11T15729; John Deere narrow front B tractor; John Deere
narrow front MT tractor; 1954 NAA Ford tractor; King Cutter 60” mower; grader
blade;  Ford 1910 wide front diesel tractor with Schwartz 84Q bucket, Serial
#UP07696; John Deere 4400 combine, Serial #101516; John Deere 343 2 row
corn head; John Deere 215 – 15’ grain table;  John Deere 7000 – 6 row planter;
John Deere Model L spreader, needs web; John Deere 14’ wheel disc; Brillion 13’
cultimulcher; Brady 12’ field cultivator; J & M 150 bu. hopper wagon; McCurdy
150 bu. hopper wagon; 7’ grader blade; John Deere semi mount sickle mower;
International 540 – 4 bottom plow; John Deere 215 – 15’ grain table, parts only;
John Deere 2 bottom pull type plow; 5’ – 3 point rotary mower; 8’ – 3 point
grader blade; 1950 Chevrolet Truck parts to include:    gas log splitter on wheels
with 6 hp Briggs engine;  6 shank pull type sub soiler; 7’ x 4’ tandem axle frame;
30’ – 10” pto auger; 15-5-38 set of duals; International 6 row planter, parts only;
metal hay wagon with hydraulic dump; 3 point sprayer; John Deere pull type
sickle mower; John Deere quick hitch; suit case weights; wheel weights;  John
Deere F687 – 23 hp zero turn mower with 60” deck; John Deere 212 lawn
mower; (2) John Deere F525 mowers;  80 gallon vertical air compressor;
Homelite chain saw; Stihl 038AV chain saw; pull behind sprayer; Stihl MS210C
chain saw; pull behind broadcaster; band saw; 3200 PSI pressure washer; Troy
Bilt Bronco rototiller; Troy Bilt weed eater; Wisconsin engine;  Ranch King lawn
sweep; 2 wheel garden trailer; Delta Dust collector; pressure painter; 3 point
sprayer; Ryobi 8” bench grinder; Craftsman scroll saw; shop vac; Craftsman
planer; Dewalt thickness plane; router with table; Drum sander; Jet wood lathe;
wood lathe tools; Makita Sawzall; 8” grinder; Sears floor drill press; Craftsman
12” band saw; Dewalt 7” hand angle grinder; Dewalt sander; Craftsman ½” drill;
Craftsman 7” angle grinder; Craftsman belt sander; Rockwell Sonic Rafter;
Precision Journey System; Dewalt Orbit sander; hand wood planes; Ryob sander;
Craftsman miter saw; S & K 2 pc. tool cabinet; Grizzly G0531B band saw;
Hobart Handler 140 wire welder with cart; set torches with cart; Jet planer;
Grizzly table saw; Century AC/DC welder; Craftsman tool box; overhead gas
tank; gas tank; anvil; vise; hammers; pliers; tap & die set; Craftsman wrenches
and pipe wrenches; pliers; chisels; punches; laser level; shop vac; levels; air
impact; Pole saw; jack stands; battery charger; ladders; car ramps; wheelbarrow;
floor jack; nails; screws; drop cords; gear puller; scrap iron;  lumber; large
assortment of wood planes; gas cans; kerosene heater; floor jacks; large amount
of rough cut lumber; galvanized hog feeder; railroad jack; drill bits; timing light;
kerosene cans; and many other items not listed.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD AND COLLECTORS ITEMS
GE Profile washer & dryer; (2) Smith Bros sofas; (2) Lazy Boy recliners; kitchen
table with 6 chairs; child’s rocker; flatscreen TV; Zenith VHS; twin bed;  5
drawer dresser; 6 drawer dresser with mirror;  CVA 45 black powder kit gun;
TOY TRACTORS (NIB):  Case 800, Maxxion 5120 Row Crop, Maxxion 5140
MFO, Case International 5130, International 1066, McCormick 1-PR cornpicker,
International Hydro 100 and International 966; Coleman lantern in case; crocks;
Longaberger baskets;  Little Golden books; 1957 Corvette and 1955 Chevy Street
Machine toy cars; yard gate;  quilt; American Girl mini dolls, NIB; beanie babies;
Jane West doll in box; black doll; Portland Cyclone books; utensils; Pyrex;
electric skillet; baking dishes; fan; Willow Tree figurines; fishing equipment;
bike carrier; CD’s; luggage; cleaning supplies; card table; and other items not
listed.  

JOHN STEWART RINES ESTATE
BY JANNA MAITLEN, PERSONAL REP
JOSH ATKINSON – ESTATE ATTORNEY

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608    Aaron Loy  AU11200112
Travis Theurer   AU 11200131

CR 11-3-2023

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

By ALISON SALDANHA
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

For any Washington
farmer, 2020 was a desper-
ate year.

That spring, with a
COVID-19 vaccine still dis-
tant, disruptions to the
economy and supply chains
sent unemployment, pover-
ty and food insecurity rates
soaring, magnifying
inequities. Food systems
broke and farmers’ key cus-
tomers — restaurants,
hotels and schools — shut
down. Farmworkers
became scarce.

But that first devastating
pandemic year also
brought a windfall as feder-
al food assistance funding
surged to keep Americans
from going hungry. And,
unusually for the subsidy-
soaked agricultural sector,
that federal aid cleared a
path for farmers of  color to
rise in an industry that has
long shut them out.

Millions of  dollars in
direct payroll support cou-
pled with billions more in
assistance to key customers
like food banks meant
smaller farmers, which
farmers of  color tend to be,
were able to grow as
COVID-19 receded. Now,
though, those supports
have fallen away and many
Washington farmers of
color wonder if  they’ll lose
a toehold in an industry
that, while rife with work-
ers of  color, retains an own-
ership that is overwhelm-
ingly white.

In Washington, over 98%
of  farm owners describe
themselves as white, a ratio
even higher than the
national average of  96%,
according to the latest
available agricultural cen-
sus data. Nearly all farm-
workers say they are of
Hispanic heritage. That
demographic mismatch
stems from a legacy of
racist laws, as well as poli-

cies and attitudes that
exclude people of  color
from participating in agri-
culture, except as labor.

Over the past century,
farm ownership among
communities of  color has
grown marginally, accord-
ing to a state Department
of  Agriculture report Now,
0.4% of  farmers in the state
describe themselves as
Black, 1.9% as Asian and
less than 3% as Indigenous.
About 4.7% of  farm owners
identify as Latino.

Most owners of  color run
small operations that have
trouble competing with
larger or corporate farms
for assistance programs
that pump hundreds of  mil-
lions of  dollars into the
industry each year, the
report found. The pandem-
ic funding came with far
fewer strings as states tried
to gain control over the
public health emergency.

Millions of  dollars in
fresh public support for

Washington’s food banks
in 2021 and 2022 allowed for
a new financial ecosystem
to take root — one between
food banks, vulnerable
communities and farmers
of  color.

The simpler terms on
those grants allowed relief
organizations to pay farm-
ers up front so they could
quickly stock up on fresh
produce. With advance
payments and a new
assured market for their
crops, farmers could confi-
dently scale up their opera-
tions. For some, the Ameri-
can dream started to blos-
som.

Two years later, as
COVID assistance money
dwindles and food insecu-
rity grows, Washington’s
farmers of  color once
again find themselves left
out. Food bank funding has
dropped 40%. The nascent
ecosystem is collapsing.

“2020 was our best year
ever,” says Eddie Alvarez,

standing between two
delivery trucks at Alvarez
Organic Farms.

Since the pandemic, food
bank contracts have
accounted for over 30% of
Alvarez Organic Farms’
income. Their other
sources include 16 farmers
markets in the Seattle
area, as well as prominent
city restaurants like Can-
lis, Joule, Bar del Corso
and Portage Bay Café.

More than restaurants
and wholesalers, food
banks and farmers mar-
kets saved the business,
according to Alvarez. 

“Now with food bank
contracts going away …
I’m hoping we just break
even,” he said.

The funds farmers of
color accessed through
food banks is money the
government has been try-
ing to get to them all along,
said Guillen. The financial
ecosystem that emerged
during the pandemic, she

said, revealed how to offer
meaningful support.

“And now that the farm-
ers have access to it,” she
asked, “Why is it going to
sudden death?”

Back in Mabton at
Alvarez Organic Farms,
Eddie walked into a drying
house carpeted with red
peppers. A steady current
of  warm air circulated in
the tunnel, dehydrating
guajillos, red jalapeños, ser-
ranos, ancho chilies, ghost
chilies and cayenne pep-
pers that will later be sold
to Seattle restaurants and
farmers markets as well as
local food banks.

“We want to keep provid-
ing food for these food
banks — fresh food — not
second-grade food,” said
Alvarez. “And the govern-
ment can do that.

“They have the money to
provide for so many other
things, so why not help a
farmer that’s trying to feed
America?”

Farmers fear they’ll be left behind
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Fort Recovery NAPA
205 N. Wayne St.   Fort Recovery, OH

419-375-4137

Good luck,
Indians, on a
great season!

Wishing All of Our
Local Teams a 
Safe, Successful 
and Fun Season!

1737 State Route 49, Fort Recovery, OH 45846
www.kandltractor.com   •   419-375-2330

Wishing all of  our local athletes a successful year 

 

th  

season a   

every player success on the 

to all our teams!

We’d like to wish each and 

We’re proud 
of our student 

athletes for their 
sportsmanship, 

their commitment 
to the team and 
the hard work 

they put in 
every day.  

GOOD LU  

206 Nor

 

. 

 and all year!

 r success on the 

   ams!

  o wish each and 

 UCK 

 Wayne Street

 

111 N. Wayne       (419) 375-2572      Fort Recovery

We admire your hard
work, dedication and
enthusiasm, and we
thank you for making
this community proud.

10 a.m. Saturday at Fortress Obetz 
and Memorial Park in Columbus.

Good luck to the 
Fort Recovery High School 
girls cross country team

and Trevor Heitkamp 
as they compete in the 

OHSAA Division III Cross Country
State Championships 

G 
INDIANS

Local schedule
Saturday

Jay County — Girls wrestling at New Palestine –
8:30 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country state at Fortress
Obetz – 10 a.m.

TV sports
Today

10:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Brazilian Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

6 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
Craftsman 150 (FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at Indiana
Pacers (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks at Milwau-
kee Bucks (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Boston College at
Syracuse (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Denver
Nuggets (ESPN)

Saturday

8:30 a.m. — Premier League: Manchester Unit-
ed at Fulham (USA)

10 a.m. — Formula 1: Brazilian Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

11 a.m. — Premier League: AFC Bournemouth
at Manchester City (USA)

12 p.m. — College football: Texas A&M at Ole
Miss (ESPN); Arkansas at Florida (ESPN2); Ohio
State at Rutgers (CBS); Wisconsin at Indiana (BTN);
Nebraska at Michigan State (FS1); Notre Dame at
Clemson (ABC); Kansas State at Texas (FOX)

1:30 p.m. — Premier League: Arsenal at New-

castle United (NBC)
3:30 p.m. — College football: Penn State at

Maryland (FOX); James Maidson at Georgia State
(ESPN2); Missouri at Georgia (CBS); Illinois at Min-
nesota (BTN); UCF at Cincinnati (FS1); Florida State
at Pitt (ESPN); Oklahoma at Oklahoma State (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series Champi-
onship (USA)

4:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series Championship
(USA)

7 p.m. — College football: BYU at West Virginia
(FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA: Charlotte Hornets at Indiana Pac-
ers (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Washington at
USC (ABC); Purdue at Michigan (CBS)

7:45 p.m. — College football: LSU at Alabama
(CBS)

8 9.m. — College volleyball: Illinois at Wisconsin
(BTN)

10 p.m. — College football: Oregon State at Col-
orado (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — College football: UCLA at Arizona
(FS1)

Continued from page 8
We had three goals for

the season:
Become a family.
Earn a conference title.
Advance in the playoffs.
There was a reason that

becoming a family was the
first goal. It was because we
couldn’t accomplish the
other two without it.

Saying you want to
become a family is easy,
actually doing it is another
thing. Every coach can
preach on the importance
of  culture, but those who
actually follow through are
often the ones who find suc-
cess.

Again, I missed the obvi-
ous reasons that made that
team special. It wasn’t until
mid-way through college
that I realized there was
something special beyond
the success on the court.

The end of  the season
was always an emotional

time, but that year was dif-
ferent. Sometimes it’s
falling short in a playoff
tournament. Other times
it’s because I’d have to wait
another six months to play
again. But the final game of
my junior season there was
emotion because I would
never get to play with that
group again.

That family was impor-
tant to me. It seems as if
that is the same kind of
magic the Indians have
found.

“During cross season, we
literally become family,”
senior Natalie Brunswick
said. “They're literally your
sisters. You tell them every-
thing so it's gonna be really
sad when it's over, that's for
sure.”

Brunswick’s words ring
true. That team has become
a family. 

The Indians have three
seniors, two of  whom have

been there all four years,
two juniors, a sophomore
and a freshman. Combined,
the group boasts 11 years of
state experience. While tal-
ent is extremely important
to a team’s success, you
don’t waltz into that much
success by accident.

Coach Christy Diller
pointed to the work of  for-
mer coach Kylie Moody
while this group of  athletes
were in middle school.
Diller said there was some-
thing about Moody that
brought the group together
and excited them about
cross country. From there,
the girls have formed a
bond and it's been smooth
sailing ever since.

“I think it’s something
very special,” Diller said.
“There's not anything that
we have to do for that,
because I think those kids,
they're the secret sauce.”

Going back to my junior

year, there was something
else that was unique about
that team. Multiple times
throughout the season,
especially during winter
break, we had former play-
ers come back.

The three that come to
mind are Harrison Cleary,
Mitch Magyar and Josh
Duchniak. Harrison at the
time was a top player in
program history and made
a few appearances to give
my class some perspective
on just how hard we had to
work to be successful.

Mitch made a handful of
appearances, likely
because his brother Max
was still on the team.

Josh came to really help
us out. I was on junior var-
sity while he was in high
school, so I never had the
opportunity to play with
him. So, the times he pulled
me — a bench player who
was lucky to see more than

five minutes a game — to
the side to coach me up and
help me out, it really res-
onated.

That level of  commit-
ment to the program after
you already served your
time speaks volumes to the
culture. Maybe it is differ-
ent in smaller towns like
Fort Recovery where every-
one is more interconnected,
but back in Oak Creek, it
took effort to stay involved
in those ways.

It sounds like the Indians
aren’t short on alumni
appearances. Jenna Hart
and Ellie Will, the two sen-
iors who will compete for a
fourth time at state Satur-
day, mentioned they’ve
received messages from for-
mer teammates to congrat-
ulate them on making it
back to state and that a few
have even made it to meets.

They’ve heard from 2021
graduates Anna Wendel

and Hana Metzger, ’22 grad-
uate Alyssa Heinrichs and
’23 graduates Megan Diller
and Alexis Wendel.

“I’ve had seniors from
when we were freshman
reach out and say congrats
and that just goes to show
how close we really were
because it's just like a fami-
ly,” Hart said. “They’ve all
been really supportive and
it’s really cool to see.”

What Hart and Will
received from their former
teammates, they dished
right back out as they spoke
about how excited they
were to see Makenna Huel-
skamp, Maddie Heitkamp
and Nicole Braun react to
making it to state for the
first time.

While I may at times be
oblivious, hopefully the
girls can understand
beyond the accolades, just
how special this team and
this program really is.

Badger ...



By LAUREN CAMPBELL
masslive.com
Tribune News Service

Bob Knight, a legendary college basketball coach who
won three national titles at Indiana, died Wednesday at
his Bloomington home with his family by his side.

“We are grateful for all the thoughts and prayers, and
appreciate the continued respect for our privacy as Coach
requested a private family gathering, which is being hon-
ored,” Knight’s family said in a statement. “We will con-
tinue to celebrate his life and remember him, today and
forever as a beloved Husband, Father, Coach, and Friend.”

Knight began his legendary coaching career at Army at
the age of  24 and spent six seasons at West Point and won
102 games.

In 1971 he began his legendary 29-year run at Indiana,
winning 662 games and appearing in 24 NCAA tourna-
ments. Knight’s Hoosiers won three titles in 1976, 1981 and
1987. He was dismissed from the University in 2000 after
he allegedly grabbed a student’s arm in the hallway after
the student called him “Knight,” and not “Mr. Knight” or
“coach Knight.”

In 1984, Knight led the United States men’s Olympic
basketball team to a gold medal with a team that featured
Michael Jordan, Patrick Ewing, Wayman Tisdale, and
Sam Perkins.

Knight finished his career at Texas Tech after taking a
season off. He immediately turned the team around and
went to the postseason in each of  his first four years. On
Feb. 4, 2008, Knight announced his retirement after 902
career wins and 371 losses.

He dealt with what his family called an “acute illness”
in April that landed him in the hospital. He was eventual-
ly released and was “in good hands” at his Bloomington
home.

Knight was 83 years old.

Alli Vaughn got a change
of  scenery for the 2023-24
season.

Jumping in as a starter
on a new team, the 2021
Fort Recovery High School
graduate is making things
work.

Vaughn scored 14 points
between the first two
games for the IU-East
women’s basketball team
to open the season. 

The Junior transfer
from Huntington Universi-
ty put up nine points, five
rebounds and three assists
in a 80-73 win at Olivet
Nazarene on Wednesday.
She opened up the game
with a layup for the Red
Wolves. In the third quar-
ter, she converted on a
three-point play when
fouled on a layup.

In a two-point loss to
Grace College, Vaughn
scored five points while
adding seven rebounds and
two assists.

Whitley Rammel
FRHS — 2022

Played in a pair of  wins
for the East Tennessee
State University volleyball
team this past weekend.

Rammel played in all
five sets in a win at Chat-
tanooga. She recorded six
kills in the match and
blocked three shots as well
to total 7.5 points.

Rammel had a pair of
kills and blocks in ETSU’s
win at UNC Greensboro.

Paige Fortkamp
FRHS — 2021

Racked up 36 kills in
three matches over the
past week for the Universi-
ty of  St. Francis volleyball
team.

Fortkamp’s top perform-
ance of  19 kills, 14 digs, 13

assists and one block came
in a loss at Spring Arbor.

She broke double digits
in kills as the Cougars fell
to Mount Vernon
Nazarene. She also added
12 assists and four blocks.

Fortkamp posted six
kills in a loss to Taylor.

Anhely Montes
Jay County — 2020

Scored a goal in the
Anderson University
women’s soccer team’s 4-0
victory over Earlham on
Oct. 25.

Montes took four shots
before eventually finding
the net. She scored at 77:31
on a shot that was assisted
by Caroline Hill and Paige
Tomallo.

She took four shots in a
2-1 loss at Rose-Hulman on
Saturday. 

Eliza Bader
Jay County — 2021

Swam in four events in
Ball State women’s swim-
ming and diving team’s
155-145 win at Buffalo.

Bader earned points for
BSU in the 400-yard
freestyle relay. She was the
second leg of  the team that
finished in third place with
a time of  three minutes,
36.46 seconds.

Bader finished sixth in
the 50 freestyle (25.09) and
seventh in the 100 butterfly
(1:01.95).

She also swam a 26.23
split in the 200 medley
relay that placed fifth.

They’re in Good 
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Surgical Care
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Prevention
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Hours: 
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call for appt on 
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Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370
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Sports
Friday, November 3, 2023

Alli Vaughn scores nine
in win for Red Wolves,
see story below

Jay County girls wrestling
will travel for invitational,

see Sports on tap

Vaughn opens
season as starter

Bob Knight
dies at 83

Let Me
Badger

You

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

I try to be observant
while I am covering an
event.

I try to pick up on little
things like a kid pacing
before his turn to compete
or how an athlete reacts to
success or failure.

During interviews, I try
to listen with a critical ear
to develop more questions
based on the information
I’ve been told to under-
stand the topic on a deeper
level. Yet still sometimes I
miss the forest for the trees.

I have covered the Fort
Recovery High School
cross country team a hand-
ful of  times, but it only
took my girlfriend Emily a
couple of  hours at the
regional meet for her to
recognize just how close
the team was. As I took a
step back, the success of
the program started to
make sense to me.

Thinking back to when I
was playing competitively,
the most successful team I
was on had amazing chem-
istry. In my junior year of
high school, the basketball
team set the school’s best
record as we finished 21-3.

See Badger page 7

Don’t be
oblivious
to the
special
teams

Collegiate
Check-up

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Sophie shoots
JCHS senior Sophie Saxman puts up a shot from the short

corner during a drill early in practice on Monday. Jay County will open its
season at home against South Side (Fort Wayne) on Nov. 7 at 6 p.m. 


