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Chris Whitesell, 64,
Dunkirk
William Osborne, 90, Pen-

nville
Robert Bumbalough, 88,

Dunkirk
Bert Cover, 68, Muncie
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  59 degrees Sunday.
The low was 32.
Tonight’s  forecast calls for

a low in the mid 40s and a
chance of  rain after midnight.
Expect mostly cloudy skies
Wednesday with a slight
chance of  rain and a high in
the upper 60s. See page 2 for an
extended outlook.

Today is Election Day.
Polls are open from 6 a.m. to

6 p.m. today for voting in the
municipal elections in
Dunkirk, Redkey and Port-
land.

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls basketball sea-
son opener.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Three Jay County com-

munities will receive
funding for paving proj-
ects.
Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-

comb and Indiana
Department of  Trans-
portation on Friday
announced more than $91
million in funding
through the Community
Crossings grant pro-
gram, including more
than $130,000 each for
Redkey, Portland and
Dunkirk.
"Community Crossings

continues to provide
opportunities for Indiana
local communities, large
and small, to make con-
nectivity and safety road
improvements for
Hoosier families and our
visitors," Holcomb said
in a press release. "The
importance of  this
matching grant program
is immediately obvious
as we take our award-
winning statewide infra-
structure network to the
next level."
Redkey received the

largest funding amount
in Jay County with a
grant of  $163,686.75. (The
funding requires a 25%
local match, putting Red-
key’s commitment at
about $55,000.)
The City of  Portland

received a $153,164.10
Community Crossings
grant, which will require
a local match of  about
$51,000.
INDOT awarded

Dunkirk $132,093.75,
which will require a
match of  about $44,000.

See Grants page 2

By VIKTORIA DENDRINOU
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen and her Chinese counter-
part will hold two days of  talks in
San Francisco this week, a step
toward more-normal ties ahead
of  a long-anticipated meeting
between the leaders of  the
world’s two largest economies.
Yellen and Chinese Vice Pre-

mier He Lifeng — the nation’s top
economic official — will meet on
Nov. 9 and 10, the Treasury
Department said in a statement
Monday. That’s just before the
U.S. hosts a week of  gatherings in
the California city that will bring
together leaders and senior min-
isters from some 21 Pacific Rim
economies, under the auspices of
the Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration group.
The Yellen-He talks build on a

series of  visits and announce-
ments between the two sides that
have sought to re-establish diplo-
matic ties and resume dialogue
on economic topics amid ten-
sions on issues from U.S. export
controls to Chinese military
engagement in the South China
Sea.
Trips by Yellen and other U.S.

officials to China this year, and

last month’s visit to Washington
by Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, helped lay the ground-
work for the expected meeting
between presidents Joe Biden
and Xi Jinping at the upcoming
APEC summit — their first one-
on-one discussion in a year.
The Biden administration’s

policy toward China is geared
toward defending and securing
national security while stressing
that the U.S. isn’t trying to hold
China back economically — a
message that Chinese officials
have criticized, given U.S. export
controls enacted last year that are
designed to deprive China of  key
technologies.
While the Biden approach is

less combative than the Trump
administration’s trade wars, it
nevertheless marks a stark depar-
ture from the prior two decades
of  more-open economic relations.

In fact, the Biden administration
has kept President Donald
Trump’s tariffs on Chinese goods,
and there’s no indication they’re
easing anytime soon.
The U.S. has said it doesn’t seek

to decouple from China, though it
has been looking to “de-risk” and
diversify, partly through
strengthening economic ties with
allies in the Indo-Pacific region, a
strategy that will be a key theme
for the Biden administration dur-
ing the upcoming APEC summit.
The diplomacy is “designed to

further stabilize the relationship
and make progress on key
issues,” Yellen wrote in an opin-
ion piece being published in the
Washington Post on Monday.
“We should not make the mis-

take of  becoming so consumed
with our competition with China
that we become defined by it,” she
said in the op-ed.

By OMAR TAMO
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
More than 10,000 people

have been killed in Gaza
since the Israel-Hamas war
erupted just under a month
ago, according to the
Hamas-run health ministry
in the besieged territory.
Since Israel began

airstrikes on Oct. 7, more
than 4,100 children have
died and over 25,000 have
been wounded, the health
ministry said on Monday.
Israel has regularly dis-

puted the figures, which
can’t be independently ver-

ified, and said they’re exag-
gerated.
The bombardment began

after militants from
Hamas, designated a terror-
ist group by the U.S. and
European Union, swarmed
southern Israel and killed

around 1,400 people, accord-
ing to Israeli officials.
Many of  them were chil-
dren.
Around 10 days ago,

Israel started a ground
incursion and now says it’s
effectively cut off  the

northern Gaza Strip, where
its concentrating its troops,
from the south, where it’s
urged civilians to evacuate
to.
Israel has resisted calls

from Arab states and the
likes of  Turkey for a cease-

fire, saying that would
allow Hamas to regroup. It
says it needs to continue
until it’s destroyed the Iran-
backed organization.
In recent days, the U.S.

has applied pressure on
Israel to pause fighting for
a short period to allow
more aid to get into Gaza,
and for hostage negotia-
tions to progress. Hamas
and other groups abducted
around 240 people on Oct. 7.
The soaring Palestinian

death toll has triggered
protests around the world,
including in the U.S., UK
and Germany.

Toll reportedly passes 10,000

Community
Crossings

funding will
pay for 

street paving

Redkey,
Dunkirk,
Portland
receive
grants

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Together at The 615
Jay County High School graduates Nathan Klatt and Eric Maitlen, who were among the original members of

the band My Yellow Rickshaw, performed as a duo Sunday evening at The 615, a music venue created in 2020 by Tim
and Cindy Morris at 615 N. Williams St. in Portland.

Israel has disputed figures
from Hamas-run health ministry

Yellen to meet ahead of talks

Biden is set for summit with
Chinese president Xi next week

Tribune News Service/Lexington Herald-Leader/Ryan C. Hermens

Plant collapsed
Martin County Judge-Executive Lon Lafferty

speaks to members of the media as rescue crews
continue to work the scene of a mine plant collapse
Friday in Martin County, Kentucky.



Continued from page 1
The funding will go

toward paving the streets
in Quincy Place — Hard
Drive, Merry Court and
Shrack Lane — as well as
Washington Street on the
west side of  the city.
(Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins had planned to
apply for the Quincy
Place streets a year ago,
but they had inadvertent-
ly been left off  of  the
city’s asset management
plan. Instead, the city
received a Community
Crossings grant for
paving all of  Mount
Auburn Street, Lincoln
Avenue on the west side
of  the city and Angle
Street on the north side
of  the city.)
Grant applications

were turned in to the
state in July.
Jay County had sub-

mitted a request for
funds to help with the
replacement of  Port-
land’s Seventh Street
bridge over the Salam-
onie River, but that proj-
ect was not funded. (The
county can apply for the
funds again in the next
round of  Community
Crossings.)
Nearby communities

that joined Redkey, Port-
land and Dunkirk in
receiving funding

include Randolph
($971,250), Wells
($416,624.35), Delaware
($332,542) and Blackford
($239,973) counties as
well as Bluffton ($1 mil-
lion), Winchester
($650,316.57), Berne
($579,883.44) and Union
City ($262,452.00).
"It's encouraging to see

continued dedication and

commitment to trans-
portation infrastructure
at the local level," said
INDOT commissioner
Mike Smith in a press
release. "Seeing the com-
pleted projects from this
program is a reward in
itself  and a win for the
state."
Since it was estab-

lished in 2016, Communi-

ty Crossings has provid-
ed almost $1.5 billion for
local road improvement
projects.
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November 11, 2023
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Adults $12.00                       Kids 5 & under FREE
6243 S. 325 W   Portland, IN

Jay County Conservation Club
ALL YOU CAN EAT
FISH & 
CHICKEN FRY

VETERAN’S DAY - VETERANS EAT FREE!
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Chris Whitesell
Dec. 12, 1958-Nov. 2, 2023

Chris Whitesell, 64, Dunkirk,
died Thursday, Nov. 2, 2023, at
The Waters of  Dunkirk follow-
ing a brief  illness.
Born in Portland on Dec. 12,

1958, he grew up in Dunkirk and
graduated from Jay County
High School in 1977. He also
received banking
credentials from
the Graduate
School of  Bank-
ing at the Univer-
sity of  Wisconsin-
Madison.
Chris was a

banker for 46
years; he began as
a teller and was
the current chief  financial offi-
cer at Citizens State Bank of
New Castle. He was a member
of  Mt. Tabor United Methodist
Church and Neighborhood
Crime Watch. He formerly
belonged to the Dunkirk Indus-
trial Development Corporation
and Rotary Club of  Hartford
City.
Chris enjoyed doing yard

work, watching NASCAR, trav-
eling — including trips to
Gatlinburg with Deb — and
most importantly he loved being
with family, his grandchildren
and attending their activities. 
Survivors include his wife of

45 years, Debbie Whitesell;
daughters Nicole Knoth (hus-
band: Dave), Fort Wayne, and
Lauren Whitesell, Fort Wayne;
mother Aloma Whitesell,
Dunkirk; brothers Danny R.
Whitesell (wife: Carol),
Dunkirk, and Mike Whitesell
(wife: Brenda), Dunkirk; sister
Robin Hayden (husband: Kip),
Dunkirk; brothers-in-law Gor-
den Lowe (wife: Ginger),
Clarence Lowe (wife: Marty),
Alton Lowe (wife: Reba), Warren
Lowe (wife: Jan) and Junior
Price; sister-in-law Jennie
Henry (husband: Dick); grand-
children Sydney, Abram, Chloe
and Ethan Christopher; and
nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his

father Richard “Dick” White-
sell; in-laws Raymond and Inez
Lowe; sisters-in-law Ruthann
Lowe, Florene Lowe and Sharon
Price; and nephews Jarrod

Whitesell and one who died in
infancy.
Services will be 2 p.m. Friday,

Nov. 10, 2023, at Meacham
Funeral Service with burial fol-
lowing at Dunkirk I.O.O.F.
Cemetery.
Visiting hours are Friday

from noon until 2 p.m. at the
funeral home.
Memorials may be sent to

Honor Flight of  Northeast Indi-
ana or The Dunkirk Founda-
tion.
Condolences and other

expressions of  sympathy may
be given at MeachamFuner-
alService.com.

William Osborne
May 7, 1933-Oct. 30, 2023

William “Pat” Osborne, age
90, a former longtime resident
of  Pennville, passed away on
Monday, Oct. 30, 2023, at Persim-
mon Ridge in Portland. 
Pat was born on May 7, 1933,

in Crackers Neck, Virginia, the
son of  William and Virginia
(Wells) Osborne. He was a veter-
an of  the U.S. Army, farmed in
Greene Township, Jay County,

for many years
and also worked
at Jay Petroleum
in Portland. 
Pat was a mem-

ber of  Corner-
stone of  Pen-
nville, Portland
Morning Opti-
mist Club and
enjoyed square dancing.
Pat married Dorothy Wells on

Jan. 31, 1958. 
Survivors include:
His wife of  64 years —

Dorothy Osborne, Portland,
Indiana 
His children — Jenny Guin-

grich (husband: Cliff), Portland,
Indiana, and Dewey Osborne
(wife: Karla), Redkey, Indiana 
Four grandchildren and six

great-grandchildren
Visitation will be held on Fri-

day, Nov. 10, 2023, from 2 to 7 p.m.
at Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, at 11 a.m.
at Cornerstone Church of  Pen-
nville, 190 W. Main St., Pen-
nville. Pastors Dave Davidson
and Gary Newton will officiate

and burial will follow at IOOF
Twin Hill Cemetery in Pen-
nville.
Memorials may be directed

towards Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion or Jay County Cancer Soci-
ety. 
Condolences may be

expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

Robert Lee Bumbalough,
Dunkirk, Feb. 28, 1935-Nov. 3,
2023. Services will be at 4 p.m.
Thursday at MJS Mortuaries – Red-
key Chapel.

Bert M. Cover, Muncie, a relative
of local residents, June 3, 1955-
Nov. 1, 2023. Private visitation will
be held at the convenience of the
family.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices. 

Obituaries

Whitesell

Osborne

Wednesday
Jackson, Treadesa: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Baughman, Pamela: 1 p.m.,
Highland Memorial Park Ceme-
tery, West Liberty, Ohio.

Ridgway, Terry: 8 p.m.,
Dunkirk Church of the
Nazarene, 226 E. Center St.,
Dunkirk.

Thursday
Bumbalough, Robert: 4

p.m., MJS Mortuaries, 109 S.
Meridian St., Redkey.

Friday
Whitesell, Chris: 2 p.m.,

Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Saturday
Osborne, William: 11 a.m.,

Cornerstone Church of Pen-
nville, 190 W. Main St., Pennville. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

By THERESA BRAINE
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Tyson Foods is recalling 30,000

pounds of  frozen chicken “Fun
Nuggets” after consumers reported
finding metal shards in the
dinosaur-shaped patties.
“A limited number of  consumers

have reported they found small,
pliable metal pieces in the product,
and out of  an abundance of  cau-
tion, the company is recalling this
product,” Tyson said in a state-
ment that included the bag label.
“No other Tyson Brand products
are affected.”
The recall applies to 29-ounce

plastic bag packages made at a sin-
gle location on Sept. 5, Tyson said
in its recall announcement on Sat-
urday.
About 16,500 packages of  the

nuggets, bearing a Sept. 4, 2024

best-by date, were shipped to dis-
tributors in Alabama, California,
Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio,
Tennessee, Virginia and Wiscon-
sin, to be sold to retailers. The
USDA has promised to post a list of
those stores on its recall website,
though they had not been named as
of  Sunday.
Tysons told authorities about the

complaints as it issued the volun-
tary recall.

“FSIS is concerned that some
product may be in consumers’
freezers,” the food inspection
agency said. “Consumers who have
purchased these products are
urged not to consume them. These
products should be thrown away or
returned to the place of  purchase.”
No deaths or major injuries have

been reported, though the metal
caused one reported “minor oral
injury,” the FSIS said.

Tyson recalling frozen chicken

Grants ...

‘Fun Nuggets’ being pulled after
customers reported finding metal shards

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, community
resource center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-

ter. 

Wednesday
5:15 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint
executive session, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.59
Late Nov. corn .........4.79
Wheat ......................4.83

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.54
Late Nov. corn ........4.59
Dec. corn .................4.74

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.54
Dec. corn ..................4.65
Beans ......................13.17

Dec. beans ..............13.42
Wheat ...................... 5.36

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.57
Late Nov. corn ........4.61
Beans ......................13.22
Dec. beans ..............13.42
Wheat ......................5.35

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.39
Dec. corn ..................4.49
Beans ......................13.07
Dec. beans ..............13.17
Wheat ......................4.91

In 1989, Democrat
Douglas Wilder became
the first African Ameri-
can to be elected as a gov-
ernor as he won the race
in Virginia, defeating
Republican J. Marshall
Coleman
In 1991, Magic John-

son announced his retire-
ment from basketball
because he was HIV posi-
tive. He returned to the
sport to play for the
Dream Team in the 1992

Summer Olympics and to
the NBA for part of  the
1995-96 season.
In 2018, the GOP dom-

inated Jay County elec-
tion races, with Republi-
can candidates winning
by wide margins. Those
elected included Chad
Aker as county commis-
sioner, Betty St. Myers as
county recorder and J.D.
Prescott as state repre-
sentative in District 33.

— The CR 

CR almanac

67/50 58/37 53/31 49/30 50/31
Mostly

cloudy skies
on Wednes-
day, with a
slight chance
of rain in the
afternoon.

Sunday
looks to be
partly sunny
with a high
during the
day in the
50s.

Mostly
sunny on Sat-
urday, when
the low will
again dip to
about 30
degrees.

Another
small chance
of showers.
Otherwise,
partly sunny,
with a high in
the upper 50s.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly sunny
skies and a
low at night
below freezing.

Wednesday
11/8

Thursday
11/9

Friday
11/10

Saturday
11/11

Sunday
11/12

Lotteries
Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$179 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$196 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-6-4
Daily Four: 2-7-8-5
Evening
Daily Three: 0-8-3
Daily Four: 8-0-3-4
Quick Draw: 7-9-11-14-

15-19-28-31-35-36-42-52-54-

62-65-72-74-76-79-80
Cash 5: 15-26-32-35-37
Estimated jackpot:

$991,500

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-0-7
Pick 4: 4-8-5-8
Pick 5: 2-2-7-3-1
Evening
Pick 3: 9-8-2
Pick 4: 2-9-8-0
Pick 5: 4-4-7-9-4
Rolling Cash 5: 4-21-25-

27-32
Estimated jackpot:

$235,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of
Prophecy, 797 N. Creagor
Ave. in Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.
BRYANT/NEW CORY-

DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
JAY COUNTY CIVIC

THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m.
on the second Wednesday
of  each month in the
boardroom at Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Port-
land.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,

Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.
JAY COUNTY TRAILS

CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition

office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.
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The Skilled Trades Maintenance Worker will be responsible
for installation, operation, and upkeep of equipment and
systems throughout the Swiss Village community. This
position will be 40 hours/week, Monday – Friday, 8:00am-
4:30pm with rotating on-call requirements. Qualified
candidates must have electrical, plumbing, carpentry, or
remodeling experience. Seeking candidates with good work
habits, the ability to efficiently use materials and equipment,
and committed to following policies and procedures. This
position is eligible for benefits including health, dental, vision,
and life insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b)
retirement plan participation.
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume

to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources

Swiss Village
1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: 
SKILLED TRADES

MAINTENANCE WORKER

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a Full-Time Healthcare
Nurse for Day Shift! Position will be 3 days/week, 6am-6pm,
with a weekend rotation required. Candidates must be
licensed in the State of Indiana as a Licensed Practical Nurse
or Registered Nurse and be dependable, flexible, and have
excellent interpersonal skills. Position eligible for insurance
benefits, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan
participation.

$5,000 Sign On Bonus!!
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, in person, or

send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR

Swiss Village, Inc.
1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: 
FULL TIME, DAY SHIFT NURSE

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review
Today is election day so

be sure to vote. I generally
vote for the loser but every
once in a while my person
wins. Many of  us don’t
think our vote counts but
the voting booth is the one
place where we are all
equal. A poor person’s opin-
ion counts just as much as a
rich person’s. There are no
tests asking if  we have
researched the issues. 
One of  the few things

that  upsets me about vot-
ing is when I am greeted by
name then am  asked to
show my identification. I
know it is required but it
just seems so unnecessary. 

For all of  the people who
want to “drain the swamp”
I say quit voting for the
incumbent. As long as we
keep voting for the same
people nothing will change.
Better yet, if  we don’t

like our options then I have
the perfect solution. Why
don’t you run for office? I
would love to have more
choices on the ballot. I

would also like to be able to
vote for a particular person
rather than against the
other guy. 
While I am complaining,

how about we stop this fool-
ishness of  getting all upset
over nothing. Personally, I
don’t care if  there are drag
queens among us. The pret-
tiest woman I have ever
seen was a guy. He was a
customer in a sandwich
shop where I worked at the
time. He came in, ordered
his food, ate and left with-
out causing any problems
at all. 
What I would like to see

is a reasonable solution to
all these mass murders tak-
ing place in our country.

What is there about our
country that says it is per-
fectly acceptable to shoot at
a random bunch of  people?
It has become so common
that the story of  the latest
shooting ends up on an
inside page of  the newspa-
per. 
I am much more con-

cerned about innocents
dying than I am about some
guy playing dress up. I don’t
mean that as an insult. If
there wasn’t a demand for
that kind of  entertainment,
then all the drag queens
would live quietly in the
background.
Then there is the issue of

banning books. Yes, there
are books that are not

appropriate for young chil-
dren. I don’t understand
why certain books are
banned. Why on earth can’t
we read “Tom Sawyer” or
“Huckleberry Finn” and
explain exactly why the
language therein is objec-
tionable? 
My grandson’s teachers

are considering whether or
not to have the class read
“To Kill a Mockingbird.”
He is a freshman in high
school. The reasoning is
that it might upset the chil-
dren. 
I would certainly hope it

would upset them. Isn’t that
part of  the purpose of
school, to teach children
how to handle injustice? 

None of  the candidates,
local or national, have a
valid plan to decrease the
availability of  weapons
designed to kill. I haven’t
read of  anyone who oppos-
es book banning. There
are hundreds of  problems
just waiting to be reme-
died.
Instead they focus on

what I think are nonsense
issues. Or, if  by some
chance, they do contem-
plate a serious problem,
they vote along party lines
instead of  voting before or
against the issue itself.
I am done ranting now.

So get out there and vote if
you haven’t already. Your
opinion really does count.

Hit the polls, your vote really counts
As I
See It

DEAR ABBY: I have some
advice for your readers who write
regarding problems with how
others behave badly or are ver-
bally abusive or inappropriate
toward them. Hopefully, it will
help someone. 
I suggest recording video of  the

offending individual while it’s
happening, and then showing
them the video later when they
are calm/sober/receptive. If  the
behavior is drug- or alcohol-dri-
ven, this can show the person
they’re not fun and funny; they
are obnoxious and offensive. I’m
certain I would have quit drink-
ing years earlier had I been able
to see how I acted. 
This advice could also work

with a relative you are concerned

about with regard to dementia or
Alzheimer’s. You could show the
video to their doctor, rather than
make generalizations about their
behavior. Telling your husband to
talk to his mom about how criti-
cal or rude she is to you puts your
husband on the spot, and it’s still
a “she said/she said” situation.
Maybe your mother-in-law has no
idea how she sounds. But she

should. If  a picture is worth a
thousand words, a video is worth
even more. — “GOTCHA” IN
CALIFORNIA
DEAR “GOTCHA”: I’m print-

ing your letter because I think
in some cases it has merit.
However, videoing someone
who is in the middle of  a rant
(or some other socially unac-
ceptable activity) could cause
some individuals to become
violent. (“Stop videotaping
me!!!”) That’s why I have to
add that if  one chooses to do
this, they should be aware of
the risk.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a 35-year-old

woman who is married to a 27-
year-old man. We currently live

in the same house as his mother.
She lives downstairs; we live
upstairs. Thanks to my husband’s
upbringing, he has a hair-trigger
temper. His dad has an explosive
temper, and his mother is a nar-
cissist. He’s never directed it at
me, but his mother sets him off. 
Sometimes, I think she does it

on purpose because she has some
kind of  victim complex. I have
tried everything to help him con-
trol his temper; nothing has
worked. It has become normal for
me to end the day with them fight-
ing. I am exhausted. If  they’re
home before I go to work, they’ll
get into some sort of  yelling
match. When I’m finishing my
workday, he’ll call me and I’ll
hear them arguing on the phone. 

I’m tired of  the fighting. It’s
creating so much anxiety and
depression. I have told him this
and asked him to at least try to
stop, but it’s still the same. What
do I do? — SURROUNDED BY
WAR IN TEXAS
DEAR SURROUNDED: You

are more mature than your
husband, both emotionally
and chronologically. He is still
under his mother’s thumb,
which is why she’s so good at
pushing his buttons. It is time
for you both to move as far
away from his mother’s
dwelling as possible. If  you do,
he will have less exposure to
his mother, and you may have
peace under your roof  (once
you unplug the phone).

Recording may be worth more than words
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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To the editor:
On behalf  of  Jay School

Corporation’s Reading is
Fundamental program, I
would like to take this time
to thank all of  the Jay
County businesses, indus-
tries and not-for-profit
organizations for their gen-
erous contribution to this
wonderful reading pro-
gram.
The Reading is Funda-

mental program, known as
RIF, allows each student in
grades kindergarten
through sixth to receive a
free book of  their choice. It
is usually distributed with
a theme for what is going
on in the individual school
or some kind of  national
event encouraging how
important reading is in the
learning process.
Our local distribution

reaches over 1,600 students
in all five of  our county ele-
mentary schools. For some
of  the students, it might be
their only book they will
ever have in their home.
This program has been

made possible by the fol-
lowing contributors: Bixler
Insurance/Delta Theta Tau
Xi Chapter, First Bank Of
Berne, Portland Rotary

Foundation, Tri-Kappa-
Beta, CrossRoads Finan-
cial, Delta Theta Tau of
Dunkirk, FCC (Indiana),
Gamma Alpha Psi Iota Xi
of  Portland, Gamma Nu
Sorority, Portland Evening
Optimist, Portland Lions
Club, Tri-Kappa-Alpha,
American Legion Post
#211, American Legion
Post #227, Ardagh Glass,
Bollenbacher & Associates,
Fullenkamp Machine,
Kiwanis of  Portland, M.J.S.
Mortuaries, P.O.E.T. Biore-
fining, Portland, Eagles
#928, Portland Veterinary
Clinic, Sonoco, Tyson
Foods and the Dunkirk
Lions Club.
Again, thank you for

investing in our biggest
asset in Jay County — our
children.
Sincerely,
Trent Paxson
Assistant superintendent
Jay School Corporation

Thank you for
program support
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Letters to
the Editor

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Many parents can’t afford

child care. And, if  they can,
there aren’t enough slots.
That’s because staff

aren’t paid enough, and
turnover is high. But if
providers raise pay, then
they must raise prices; more
parents can’t afford child
care.
The chicken-and-egg

predicament is real, and
even worse in Indiana.
The Economic Policy

Institute ranks all states for
their child care costs. When
I opened the site, the first to
pop up was Alabama. I whis-
tled a bit at the average of
$6,000 for infant care annu-
ally, or $5,184 for a 4-year-old
child.
But when I navigated to

Indiana’s page, my jaw
dropped.
The average annual cost

of  care in Indiana is $12,612
for infants, or $9,557 for 4-
year-olds.
To put that in perspective,

infant care in Indiana costs
40% MORE per year on aver-
age than in-state tuition for
a four-year public college.
The institute also ranks

Indiana 18th worst out of
the 50 states and the District
of  Columbia for most expen-
sive infant care.
Infant care for one child

would take up 22% of  a
median family’s income in
Indiana.
According to the U.S.

Department of  Health and
Human Services, child care
is affordable if  it costs no
more than 7% of  a family’s
income. By this standard,
only 5% of  Indiana families
can afford infant care.
No wonder Indiana par-

ents are sitting out the
workforce and staying home
with children instead. This
has led to tens of  thousands
of  unfilled jobs.
Indiana got a bit of  hope

recently when the Indiana
Family and Social Services
Administration announced
a new employer-sponsored
child care fund.
The program offers $25

million in seed money for
child care initiatives led by

employers to try to help the
55% of  Hoosiers that live in
a child care desert.
But there is more to be

done, especially because
providers will face a steep
decline in available finan-
cial support when emer-
gency federal child care
assistance ends this year.
An interim study commit-

tee tasked with evaluating
child care needs came up
with several recommenda-
tions. A few that would help
with staff  shortages are:
•Making child care work-

ers currently employed by
licensed child care pro-
grams categorically eligible
for public subsidies under
the Child Care and Develop-
ment Fund and On My Way
Pre-Kindergarten pro-
grams.
•Designating child care

credentials as a tuition-free
option under the Workforce
Ready Grant.
•Reducing the age require-

ment for working alone in
an infant or toddler class-
room in a licensed child
care center from age 21 to
age 18 and for working,
supervised, in school-age
child care to 16.
These examples are a con-

structive start. But it’s hard
to see any substantive
improvement without direct
state investment of  dollars.
That could be in terms of  a
child care tax credit, which
Democrats have pushed for
years.
According to the Institute

of  Taxation and Economic
Policy, 14 states provide
Child Tax Credits to reduce
poverty, boost economic
security, and invest in chil-
dren. This year alone, law-
makers in three states
— Minnesota, Oregon, and
Utah — created new Child
Tax Credits while lawmak-
ers in seven states expanded
existing credits. Meanwhile,

Arizona lawmakers created
a one-time nonrefundable
child tax rebate.
A bill filed earlier this

year would have provided
such a credit to Hoosiers
with an adjusted gross
income of  less than 250% of
the federal poverty level. It
would have cost between
$100 million and $229 million
annually beginning in FY
2024.
Lawmakers also could

expand a tax credit they cre-
ated in the 2023 budget for
employers to create child
care opportunities. It was
funded with just $2.5 million,
which simply isn’t enough to
make a dent in this problem.
And while prekinder-

garten is not child care, fully
funding a program that
already has immense upside
for the state and its next gen-
eration’s future success
would help ease the access
issues and free up Hoosier
workers.
Most importantly, legisla-

tors can’t kick this can down
the road claiming it’s not a
budget year. There is a short
session for a reason and it is
to address critical issues like
this — even if  it costs money.

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is

an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is
indianacapitalchronicle.com.

State can change the game
The Columbian
(Vancouver, Washington)
Tribune News Service
Among the more perplexing

aspects of  the United States’
culture wars is the targeting of
books and libraries. 
Expanding minds and shar-

ing experiences and offering
diverse points of  view, it
seems, is regarded as threaten-
ing by far too many Ameri-
cans.
Schools and public libraries

across the country have been
challenged by activists who
insist that certain books are
not fit for consumption. And in
Columbia County, home to
approximately 4,000 Washing-
tonians, a petition this year
supported a ballot measure
that could have closed the only
public library.
The measure received

enough signatures to land on
the ballot but was blocked by a
court ruling and will not be up
for a vote next week. The Day-
ton Memorial Library will con-
tinue for now — but so will
opposition to libraries.
All of  which calls to mind a

quote from famed author Mark
Twain, who is credited with
saying that “a person who
won’t read has no advantage
over one who can’t read.” And
a quote from Walt Disney:
“There is more treasure in
books than in all the pirate’s
loot on Treasure Island.” And
… well, it calls to mind many
quotes, because reading
inspires words of  wisdom.
It is no coincidence that the

invention of  the movable-type
printing press — by Johannes
Gutenberg in the 1400s — is
regarded as perhaps the most
significant evolution in human
history. The widespread print-
ing of  books that eventually
resulted from Gutenberg’s
invention greatly expanded the
sharing of  knowledge, bring-
ing it to the masses and expe-
diting formal education.
Which leads us to some

recent news items. Articles in
The Columbian have included
a Vancouver bookstore that
caters to fans of  romance nov-
els; a local author who has
written a book detailing the
history of  Battle Ground Lake;
and the Clark County Arts
Commission seeking applica-
tions for Clark County poet
laureate.

Also reflecting our love of
the written word is the Port-
land Book Festival this week-
end, bringing to the area many
nationally known authors
from a variety of  genres.
Among the obvious benefits

to reading — increased general
knowledge, improved vocabu-
lary, free entertainment —
there are less-obvious advan-
tages. Various studies have
found that reading books can
promote empathy and emotion-
al intelligence while reducing
stress and improving sleep.
And still, attempts to ban

books are increasing. The
American Library Association
reported challenges to 1,915
unique titles during the first
eight months of  2023 — a 20
percent increase from the
same period in 2022 and the
highest total in the 20 years
data has been compiled. The
association reports, “Most of
the challenges were to books
written by or about a person of
color or a member of  the
LGBTQIA+ community.”
Such enmity also is evident

in boisterous complaints about
having men dressed as women
while hosting readings for chil-
dren. 
The solution seems simple:

If  you don’t approve, don’t
have your child participate.
Seeking “parental control”
while limiting options for
other people’s children is
offensive and hypocritical.
Which leads us to another

quote. In a letter to a colleague,
Thomas Jefferson once wrote
about a book, “If  it be false in
its facts, disprove them; if
false in its reasoning, refute it.
But, for god’s sake, let us freely
hear both sides, if  we choose.”
Books and libraries have

become an unlikely battle-
ground for America’s specious
culture wars, driven by people
who often ignore facts and rea-
soning in their arguments. The
situation gives us all the more
reason to celebrate local book-
stores, local authors and local
book festivals.

Reading promotes
empathy, intelligence

... child care
is affordable
if it costs no
more than 7%
of a family’s
income.
By this

standard,
only 5% of
Indiana
families
can afford
infant care.

Niki
Kelly

Guest
Editorial
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Iron Wolf 
Martial Arts

121 East Arch St.
Portland, IN 

260-703-8040

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs  4 times a 
month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141

 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

A branch of  a local credit
union has a new leader.
CrossRoads Financial Federal

Credit Union announced Thurs-
day that Zackary Vaughn has
been named as the new branch
manager for its Dunkirk loca-
tion.
Vaughn will take over leader-

ship of  the branch at 18919 N.
Indiana 167. He will be responsi-
ble for consumer lending, office
operations and member develop-
ment.
“His addition to our staff

strengthens our ability to meet
the needs of  our members,”
CrossRoads president and CEO
Donald Gillespie said in a press
release. “Zack’s knowledge of  the
community and its people will
greatly benefit CrossRoads. His
energy, experience and industry
knowledge has already made
Zack a key addition to the Cross-
Roads family.”
Vaughn is a Dunkirk native

with banking experience and is
pursuing a degree from Ball
State University.

Hosting drive
First Financial Bank is collect-

ing food for those in need
through Nov. 17.
The bank will accept donations

at all of  its locations, including
112 N. Meridian St., Portland, and
220 N. Wayne St., Fort Recovery.
Following the drive, bank
employees will distribute the
food to organizations in the com-
munity.
“Helping the communities we

serve comes naturally to our
team, and this is a fun, impactful
volunteer effort that will benefit
the neighbors who keep our com-
munities vibrant,” said Roddell
McCullough, chief  corporate
responsibility officer for First
Financial Bank, in a press
release.
During its first drive last year,

First Financial Bank gathered
more than 7,600 food items at its

locations in Indiana, Ohio, Illi-
nois and Kentucky. 

LIFT meeting set
The next meeting of  LIFT Jay

is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Nov. 28
at John Jay Center for Learning.
LIFT (Leaders Inspiring

Females Together) was formed
this year in an effort to connect
professional women in the com-
munity. Bonnie Maitlen will be
the speaker and discuss assertive
communication.
The event is $18 for Jay County

Chamber of  Commerce members
and $23 for non-members. For
more information or to register,
email tabby@jaycountycham-
ber.com or (260) 726-4481.

Open house set
Mercer Health will host an

open house for its Mendon loca-
tion from 4 to 7 p.m. Dec. 1.
The open house will highlight

the renovated office in Mendon
(128 Drake St.) and offer the pub-
lic a chance to meet with staff.
There will be refreshments and a
drawing for a $100 prize.
For more information, call

(419) 795-2050 or visit mercer-
health.com.

CEO named
Scooter’s Coffee, announced

Wednesday that it will appoint
Joe Thornton as its next CEO.
Thornton, who currently

serves as the company’s presi-
dent, will take the new role on
Jan. 1. He takes over for Todd
Graeve, who will retire after serv-
ing as CEO since 2016.
“Joe has been a blessing for our

business since joining as presi-

dent,” said Scooter’s co-founder
and chairman Don Eckles in a
press release. “He’s an exception-
ally experienced leader in the
restaurant, franchise and retail
industry, and I know Joe is the
right leader for us in our next
acceleration of  growth.
Prior to joining Scooter’s,

Thornton was the chief  opera-
tion officer at HMSHost and
Jamba Juice.

Revenue up
Indiana University Health saw

a 7.1% revenue increase for the
first nine months of  the year.
Becker’s Hospital Review

reported Friday that increases in
inpatient and outpatient surger-
ies drove the increase. IU Health
also saw a 3.2% increase in oper-
ating expenditures.
“Overall financial perform-

ance is trending in the right
direction, but we still have chal-
lenges,” IU Health chief  financial
officer Jenni Alvey said in a press
release. “Continued financial
investments in our team mem-
bers coupled with cost pressures
require that we continue to focus
on sustainable strategies to
improve operational efficiencies
and reduce administrative costs.”

Ardagh participates
Ardagh Glass Packaging –

Africa recently took part in the
Made in Africa exhibition in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The exhibition showcases

regional development and
encourages further investment.
“Our footprint on the African

continent has grown consider-
ably over the past decade, with
production facilities in South
Africa, Nigeria, Kenya and
Ethiopia,” said Paul Curnow,
CEO of  AGP-Africa, in a press
release. “Our recent acquisition
by Ardagh Group, a global suppli-
er of  sustainable glass packaging
for brand owners around the
world, has enabled us to invest

even further in the growth of  the
South African glass industry.”
Ardagh operates glass manu-

facturing facilities in Dunkirk
and Winchester.

Agreements signed
Delaware County last week

signed three memorandums of
understanding with Italian firms.
The county signed an agree-

ment with plastics recycling firm
Gamma Meccanica to develop a
local facility. It also signed agree-
ments with robotics firm Trebi
Srl, which plans to add a ware-
house location to its existing
sales office in the county, and
technology firm Vi-Technik,
which plans to establish opera-
tions with a 15,000-square-foot
facility in the south Muncie
Industrial Center.
“We are very happy with the

success of  the trip and wish to
welcome these great
new firms to our business com-

munity,” said Delaware County
Commissioner James King, who
made the trip to Italy to sign the
agreements along with fellow
commission Shannon Henry and
local economic development lead-
ers. “Our new approach is diver-
sification of  business
in various advanced technical

sectors by promoting relation-
ships with both existing and
new companies.”

Named provost
Ball State University last week

announced that Anand R. Marri
will serve as its new provost and
executive vice president for aca-
demic affairs.
Marri had served as interim

provost since April and had been
dean of  BSU’s Teachers College
since 2020.
“Dr. Marri’s extensive experi-

ence as an academic administra-
tor, professor, and executive at the
Federal Reserve Bank of  New
York is matched by his collabora-
tive leadership style,” BSU presi-

dent Geoffrey S. Mearns said in a
press release. “I look forward to
the opportunity to continue work-
ing with him to implement the
shared vision, values, and goals
articulated in our University’s
strategic plan.”
Marri earned his bachelor’s

degree from Bowdoin College and
master’s degree from Stanford
University.

Paxton purchases
Paxton Media Group last week

announced that it will purchase
The Southern Illinoisan from Lee
Enterprises.
A timeline for completion of

the purchase of  the newspaper
based in Carbondale, Illinois, was
not announced. Media merger
company Dirks, Van Essen &
April is representing Lee Enter-
prises in the transaction.
“The SI naturally fits our foot-

print for community-based jour-
nalism. The team of  journalists I
have the opportunity to lead from
our Paducah and southern Illi-
nois newsrooms has covered
many of  the important stories
impacting our hometowns in
southern Illinois. I look forward
to expanding our coverage. We
have the resources to allocate to
covering southern Illinois,” said
Evans.
Paxton owns more than 120

newspapers in all and 14 in Indi-
ana, including The Courier-
Times (New Castle), The Chroni-
cle-Tribune (Marion), the Hunt-
ington Herald-Press and the Con-
nersville News-Examiner.
Lee Enterprises publishes 77

newspapers in the U.S., including
The Times of  Northwest Indiana
(Munster).

••••••••••
Does your business have news to

share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Bank donates
First Bank of Berne

recently donated $2,920 to Jay
Community Center for its summer
day camp, 5K runs, Boomer
sports and senior day. Pictured,
from left, are community center
board president Brian Ison,
community center executive
director Kyle Cook and bank
branch manager Tracy Carpenter.

Vaughn named branch manager
Business
roundup
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located : 7638 N 650 W

Bryant, IN 
Saturday morning

NOVEMBER 11, 2023
9:30 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
PARCEL #1: 2 Story
home with 3 bedrooms,
1 bathroom, large
family room, partial

basement, and a 2 car
attached garage.

This home has a new
gas furnace plus a wood
furnace, newer windows,
new well, and a metal
roof. This parcel has

several outbuildings and
will contain approximate-

ly 4 acres.
PARCEL #2: 58.11
Acres of land with 48
acres tillable, 6.5 acres
of woods and the bal-
ance in roadway and

ditch.
Parcel #3: 62.11 acres
of land with house and

outbuildings.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Whirlpool side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
washer & dryer; Oak
punched tin cabinet;

wood bench; galvanized
rinse tubs; horseshoes;
metal horse clock; 2 milk
cans with seats; and
many other items not

listed.
VAN–MOWER-GOLF
CART -EQUIPMENT-

TOOLS
2004 Chevrolet Venture
van; Easy Go Club Car

electric golf cart;
Grasshopper 618 zero
turn mower with 1099
hours; Hover Round
mobility cart; pony sad-
dles; work horse har-

nesses; scrap
metal; and many other

items not listed.
FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT  KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-
2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY TO SELL IMMEDI-
ATELY AFTER REAL

ESTATE.
HOUGH FAMILY

TRUST
By Freda Corwin &
Mitch Corwin

Co-Trustees
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers

Gary Loy 
AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1889 E 200 S,

Portland, IN
Friday  Morning

Novemberr 10th, 2023
10:00 A.M.

VEHICLE –RV–FARM
EQUIPMENT-TOOLS
2016 Chevy Equinox LS
with 73,000 miles, 2006
GMC Envoy with 144,000
miles and rebuilt title,

2016 Keystone Sprinter 5
th wheel RV with triple
slide, 2 bathrooms, fire-
place and sleeps 9,
2007 John Deere TS
Gator with gas engine
and hydraulic dump,

John Deere 3010 diesel
wide front tractor with 3
point, John Deere semi
mount sickle mower; and
many other items not list-

ed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS–
OLD AND COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS

GE Profile washer &
dryer;(2) Smith Bros
sofas; (2) Lazy Boy
recliners; TOY TRAC-
TORS (NIB). crocks;

Longaberger baskets; Lit-
tle Golden books;

1957 Corvette and 1955
Chevy Street Machine
toy cars; and other items

not listed.
JOHN STEWART RINES

ESTATE
BY JANNA MAITLEN, 
PERSONAL REP.
JOSH ATKINSON –
ESTATE ATTORNEY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION

MONDAY NOVEMBER
13TH, 2023 TIME 5:00

P.M.
LOCATED: 7259 W 200

N. Pennville, IN
REAL ESTATE

79 Acres in section 7

Greene Township, Jay
County Indiana. To be
offered in two tracts and

entirety.
Tract 1: 16 acres with
approximately 13 acres
tillable, balance being
road frontage on County

Road 200
N and wooded. Tract 2:
63 acres practically all till-
able with road frontage
on County Road 150 N.
Tract 3: Combination of
tract 1 and 2. For more
information phone auc-

tioneers.
OWNERS: Carl and
Betty Stultz Estate

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, DECEM-
BER 9TH, 2023
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W State
Road 67, Portland, IN or
3 ½ miles west of Port-
land at the corner of Hwy
67 and County Road 200

South.
FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING

CONSIGNMENTS UNTIL
5p.m. WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 7, 2023. 
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located : 702 S 500 W,
Portland, IN.
Friday Morning,

NOVEMBER 17, 2023
10:00 A. M. 

EQUIPMENT–DUMP
TRUCK–CLUB CAR
Bobcat T870 2 Speed
Track Loader,  2021

Kubota KX080-4S2R3A
Excavator, Include Angle
Blade, Power Factory
Thumb and 24” GP
Bicket; 2023 Bobcat
Toolcat UW56 – 4X4

Diesel, 2018 Enduraplas
Field Boss XTREAM

UTV
Sprayer with 12’ Booms,
50’ Hose Reel, and

Honda
Motor; 2021 EZ GO L6 –
6 Passenger Gas Club

Car.
TOOLS

Hobart Stick Mate LX
Welder on cart; Bed-
scraper Trencher; Stor-
Loc  Modular Drawer

System Tool
Bench; Mats; Dog Cage;
Clay Targets; Tannerite;
Stihl Safety  Helmet,
Pants, and Chaps;

Propane Burner; Shop
Vacs; Come Alongs; and
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
EQUIPMENT, TRUCK
AND CLUB CAR WILL
BE SOLD VIA LIVE

AND ONLINE BIDDING
THRU EQUIPMENT-
FACTS. 3% CONVEN-
IENCE FEE FOR

ONLINE BIDDING. FOR
MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT
GARY LOY, AUCTION-

EER AT
(260) 726-5160.
MYRON FARMING 

MANAGEMENT LLC &
MYRON TERRAIN 
MANAGEMENT LLC

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-

eers
Gary Loy 

AU01031608 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 

PUBLIC AUCTION
MONDAY NOVEMBER

13 TH , 2023
TIME 6:00 P.M.

LOCATED: 4579 W 200
N, 

Portland IN
64 ACRES OFFERED

IN TRACTS
Tract 1: 3 Bedroom two
story home containing
2376 square foot of liv-
ing area. Home has
central air and is in

move-in condition. 55’ x
44’ Barn with lean-to

and porch. Nicely situat-
ed

on 5 acres. Tract 2: 59
acres practically all till-
able in section 10

Greene Township, Jay
County

Indiana. Tract 3: Combi-
nation of tracts 1 and 2.

OWNER: Chris
Schwartz

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 
SEEKIN FT LABORER
Water Dept., Dunkirk.
Applications @ City
Building And accepted till
Nov. 16th. 

LOOKING FOR A CDL
DRIVER Class A with a
tanker endorsement, part
time and full time hours.
Call Allen at CJR truck-
ing 260-726-5522 
HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny • The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street • Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

Public Notice
City of Portland

RFP - Live Transmission of Public meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Public Works and Safety of
the City of Portland, Jay County, Indiana is now accepting propos-
als for live transmission of public meetings. Quotes will be ac-
cepted at City Hall, 321 North Meridian Street, Portland, IN 47371
until November 30, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. Quotes will be opened Decem-
ber 7th at the Board of Public Works and Safety meeting at 4:00 p.m.
in the mayor's office, City Hall.
HB 1167 requires governing bodies of state and local agencies to
provide, on a publicly accessible platform: ( 1) live transmissions of
public meetings; and (2) an archive of copies of the live transmis-
sions with links to any meeting agendas, minutes, or memoranda.
These shall be available for at least 90 days.
•AUDIO - Upgrade; Desk-mounted mies (10), desk-sitting mic at
podium (1 ), add desksitting mic at podium or desk at the back of
council chambers (1 ), ceiling mounted mics
•SPEAKERS - In-ceiling (7); 3 in the front half of council chambers,
3 in the back half of council chambers, 1 above the podium
•VIDEO FEEDS- Facing Desk in Council Chambers (1), Facing
podium (1), Screen for members or guests joining via live trans-
mission (Example - zoom) (1) - all should be wide screen shots and
voice activated so the video feed is focused on the person speaking.
•Storage platform on website to archive live transmissions with
links to any meetinginformation.
•Live transmission will be needed for multiple boards.

Lori Phillips
Clerk Treasurer, City of Portland

CR 10-24,11-17,24-2023 -HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls basketball vs.
South Side – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Florida Gulf Coast at Indiana (BTN)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Stony
Brook at St. John’s (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Ohio

at Buffalo (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Detroit Red

Wings at New York Rangers (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — College basketball:

UNC Asheville at Michigan (BTN)
9 p.m. — College basketball: Flori-

da A&M at Creighton (FS1); Baylor at
Auburn (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils
at Colorado Avalanche (TNT)

Wednesday
7 p.m. — NBA: Utah Jazz at Indiana

Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — NBA: San Antonio Spurs

at New York Knicks (EPSN)
7 p.m. — MLS: Philadelphia Union

at New England Revolution (FS1)
7:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers

at Washington Capitals (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — College football: East-

ern Michigan at Toledo (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — NBA: Golden State War-

riors at Denver Nuggets (EPSN)
10 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings

at Vegas Golden Knights (TNT)

Sports on tap

Top ...
Continued from page 8
Hart’s conservative

start had her sitting in
183rd – third to last and
seventh on the team – as
she entered the stadium
for the first time. She
picked off  a small pack to
clock in at 174th for the 450
meter mark.
She slowly gained

ground as the race went
along. Between the 450-
meter mark and the one-
mile mark, she passed five
runners.
As Hart entered the sta-

dium for the third time,
nearing the two mile
mark, she caught up to
Maddie Heitkamp and
Anna Roessner. Hart
crossed the two-mile mark
in 163rd, just before Roess-
ner, to make it six runners
she picked off  during the
second mile.
Hart passed Heitkamp

during the third mile to
put her in position to
score for Fort Recovery.
Hart, along with Ellie
Will, have been a part of
the team all four years of
high school and scored at
the state tournament the
first three years. While
Hart finished second on
the team the first two
years and last year, she
has dealt with shin splints
throughout her senior sea-
son, making it a battle to
score.
“It just felt good getting

it all four years,” Hart
said. “Scoring all those
years, that's just pretty
cool to me and every-
thing.”
Along with passing

Heitkamp, the senior over
took two more girls but

lost a spot to Curfman
with only 100 meters to the
finish line. Hart unloaded
all of  the energy she had
left, even ripping off  her
headband, to push and
pass Curfman to beat her
to the finish line by five
seconds. Hart’s final time
was 22 minutes, 8.77 sec-
onds.
“it was just crazy,” Hart

said. “Every race  I go out
and have to keep picking
people off  because I can’t
log out fast.
“I just kept telling

myself, ‘this is the last one
I have to go if  I wanted to,
be proud of  myself.’ So I
reminded myself  ‘work
with the pain and just go.
It’ll all be over soon.’”
Along with Hart, Will

scored for a fourth time by
finishing 105th in 20:42.05.
Both Natalie Brunswick

and Joelle Kaup shaved
time off  of  their perform-
ances from last season.
While Brunswick’s 43rd-

place finish (19:41.65) was
10 spots back from a year
ago, she cut five seconds
from her time. Kaup came
in as the seventh runner
last season running nearly
23 minutes flat. The junior
dropped nearly two min-
utes from that time to fin-
ish 124th in 21:16.91 in
arguably the most consis-
tent race out of  all the
Indians.
Freshman Makenna

Huelskamp was the sec-
ond-best score for Fort
Recovery as she earned
90th place with a time of
20:26.59. Huelskamp came
out strong to sit 46th at the
450 meter mark and fin-
ished strong to only drop

23 total spots in the second
and third mile. The dis-
tance between the 450-
meter mark and the one-
mile mark was the main
time she lost position as 21
girls passed her.
“In   the second mile, I

tried to restart my race,”
Huelskamp said. “I sprint-
ed for a little while and
then just settled back
down. … My second mile
is always like, a minute
slower than my first mile.
… I didn't feel bad at all. So
I decided to just go for it.”
While Roessner and

Heitkamp didn’t score for
the team, they both played
important roles in finish-
ing top 10. Heitkamp fin-
ished 165th and Roesnner
finished 167 while the fifth
runners from Fairbanks
(Mollie Thrush) and
Sandy Valley (Mikayla
Palmer) were 174th and
176th respectively. There-
fore, Heitkamp and Roess-
ner knocked the scores of
other schools down just
enough to secure the spot.
Post race, the team was

able to bask in what they
achieved throughout the
year and celebrate the
careers of  Brunswick,
Hart, Will and Trevor
Heitkamp.
“I figured we would

need everyone turned on,”
Diller said. “We got that
today.
“It just made me smile.

Our big theme this week is
we're just going to be
happy. We're going to be
grateful for being here. …
They’re good kids and I’m
happy they’re happy.
That’s what’s important at
the end of  the day.”

NEW PALESTINE — The
Patriots had a strong start
to their season last week.
Mallory Winner domi-

nated her opponent. Emily
Manor and Katie Rowles
were forced to sit out of
both matches as they won
by forfeit. All three of  them
stood atop the podium on
Saturday.
All three Patriots were

champions of  their weight
class to power the Jay
County High School girls
wrestling team to second
place at the New Palestine
Invitational on Saturday.
The Patriots (2-0) scored

144 points to finish second
out of  27 teams. Franklin
Central ran away with first
place, earning 172.5 points.
Rowels swept her oppo-

nents in all five rounds of  a
round-robin style tourna-
ment at the 100 pound
weight class. All four wins
were by fall. The sopho-
more was named the most
outstanding wrestler of  the
tournament for winning by
the most pins in the least
amount of  time.
Manor also won all four

of  her matches by fall. In

the championship round of
the 140 weight class, she
pinned Aries Day of  Clin-
ton Prairie.
Winner had a bye in the

first round of  the 155 brack-
et and won the next two by
fall. In the championship
round, she beat Monrovia’s
Josie Hause in an 8-1 deci-
sion.
Five more Patriots

placed. They were Willow
Hardy (125, second), Lina
Lingo (130, fifth), Kiley
Williams (190, fifth), Sophie
Thomas (105, sixth) and
Maleah Parsons (145th, sev-
enth).

Bronze wins
HUNTINGTON — The

JC Flipsters bronze level
athletes of  JC Tumbling
and Gymnastics walked
away as the Xcel Bronze
team champions on Satur-

day at the 2024 Hollywood
Red Carpet gymnastics
meet at Huntington North
High School.
Carlie Runkle led the way

with the second-best all-
around score of  35.625
points in the XB All Ages
Session. Aubrey Forman
followed with 35.475 and
Brinely Steury was next
with 35.2.
Steury had the only two

first-place finishes for the
Flipsters. On the vault, her
score of  8.95 points was
good enough for the top
spot, while 9.0 earned her
the win on the floor.
Charli Stephens was the

top performer for the Flip-
sters in the silver level. A
first-place finish of  9.425
points on the bars helped
her to fourth all-around
with 35.9 points in the XS
Junior Session.
Leading the gold team

that finished in third place
was Jordyn Champ. Her
best event was the vault
which she finished as the
runner-up with 9.05 points.
She had 34.425 all-around
points to earn fifth in the
XG Junior Session.

Jay County
roundup

Patriots place second
at New Palestine Invite

Continued from page 8
As a freshman, he set

dream goals of  being top
five in Fort Recovery
boys cross country histo-
ry and to make it to state.
Now as a senior, he has
smashed those goals by
holding the school record
of  15:53.44 and making it
to state three times in a
row.
To top it all off,

Heitkamp succeeded in
enjoying his final race.
“It hasn't really sunk in

yet,” he said. “When I
took that last turn and I
could see the finish line I
just had a smile on my
face because I knew ‘this
was it. This was the rest
of  my season and the rest
of  my high school
career.’”

Fun ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

FRHS senior Trevor Heitkamp comes
down the final stretch of the OHSAA State
Championship at Fortress Obetz and Memorial Park
on Saturday.
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Bone In Pork

Loin
Roast

4 lbChops

Swiisss Cheese ..................$5.99//llbb
Maacarooni Salad ...............$22.89//llbb
Cheese Hot Dogs ........... $4.49//llbb
Chickeen Salad .................$5.39//llbb
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Sausage
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Since 1888, Stillwater Hospice has served I

Stillwater Hospice 
is Here to Care for Youou

 
 

 
     

  

  

 
 

e

 phone call

ospice has served Indiana
though palliative,

t services. Learning more
 could benefit from

 phone call a away.

ou
 

 
 

     

  

  

 
 

y
f

ospice has served I
families with compassionate care though pallia
hospice and grief suppor support services. L
about how you or your family could bene could bene
the wraparound services is just a phone call

SERVING PATIENTS IN
12 NORTHEAST INDIANA COUNTIES.

stillwater-hospice.org   |  (800) 288-4111
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JCHS girls wrestlers finish
second at New Palestine,
See story page 7

JC girls basketball
open against South Side,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
OBETZ, Ohio —

Jenna Hart learned
throughout the season
that she needed to start
races conservatively
and ramp things up
near the end.
She came out ultra

conservative on Satur-
day and that strategy
did not fail her.
Coming down the

final stretch of  the
race, Hart had the ener-
gy to pass one last girl.
The Indians needed
every single point they
could get.
Hart passed Jilian

Curfman of  Grandview
Heights to finish 160th
as the fifth scorer for
the Fort Recovery High
School girls cross coun-
try team that finished
10th at the OHSAA
State cross country
championship at
Fortress Obetz and
Memorial Park on Sat-
urday.
The Indians finished

with 306 points to earn
the 10th-place finish,
just one point above
Fairbanks and Sand
Valley who had 307
each. Midwest Athletic
Conference foe Minster
took home the crown
with 62 points.
The finish was the

best the FRHS girls

have ever had at the
state meet. In 1999 and
2021 the Indians fin-
ished 12th, but couldn’t
crack the top-10 until
now.
“It's pretty amazing,”

coach Christy Diller
said. “The first year, we
went down there with
Ellie (Will) and Jenna,

we were 13th, then 12th,
then 13th again, and
then to come back and
finish 10th, in a year
where we maybe
weren't really expected
to even return to state,
is a huge accomplish-
ment for these kids.
“They just really

stepped up, we were

ranked 15th coming
into this meet today,
and anytime we can
perform higher than
our ranking is always a
good day. … I'm very
proud of  all of  them.”
Fort Recovery needed

all seven Indians to
earn 10th place.

See Top page 7

Seniors finish on top
FRHS girls
finish top-10
for first time

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School freshman Makenna Huelskamp
(3049) leads a pack of runners including senior Ellie Will (3055) as they
approach the two-mile mark at the OHSAA State Championship at Fortress
Obetz and Memorial Park on Saturday.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
OBETZ, Ohio — Trevor

Heitkamp does a lot to pre-
pare for his races.
In previous years, he has

studied film of  past state
champions and combined
that knowledge with his
strengths to create a
detailed race strategy.
On Saturday, the senior

took a different approach.
He came into the day look-
ing to enjoy his final high
school race.
While the more relaxed

approach doesn’t fit
Heitkamp’s M.O., he still
found his way to his best
showing.
Heitkamp ended his

cross country career at Fort
Recovery High School as he
finished in 33rd place at the
OHSAA Division III State
Championship at Fortress
Obetz and Memorial Park.
“Trevor had a really

strong race considering the
last few weeks,” coach
Christy Diller said. “He's
got to be so proud of  that.”
Heitkamp clocked in at 16

minutes, 32.77 seconds.
Heitkamp’s primary

goals for the race were to
make the All-Ohio team
and to give himself  a shot
at standing on the podium.
All-Ohio includes the top 30
finishes, while the top 20
earn medals.
The senior fell three

spots short of  that goal, as
Ryan Lehman of  Northmor
claimed 30th place with a
time of  16:25.9, eight sec-
onds ahead of  Heitkamp.
Cincinnati Christian’s

Micah Katz (16:21.4) was the
final athlete to make the
podium, while Rittman’s
Luke Snyder (15:23.03)
walked away with the
championship.

“Obviously, I would have
liked to be in the top 30, but
that didn't happen today,”
Heitkamp said. “And that's
just the reality of  it. I'm
very happy to be here. … In
the end, how I'm feeling is,
I'm just very thankful for
everything.”
As he often does,

Heitkamp started the race
near the front of  the pack,
clocking in sixth place the
first time he entered the
stadium at the 450 meter
marker. During the first
mile, he fell back to 29th
place but still held onto the
chance of  earning All-
Ohio.
Unable to hold the posi-

tion, he fell back to 34th at
the 2-mile mark. Heitkamp
was able to gain ground
during the third mile, tak-
ing advantage of  a hill and
passing a pair of  runners.
During the final 90-meter
stretch, Jose Blanco of
Fayette came storming
back to edge him by two
seconds.
While he didn’t necessar-

ily get the finish he was
hoping for, it was his best
appearance at the state
meet. In 2022, he placed 35th
(16:46.4) and in 2021 he was
76th (17:09.6).
Diller thinks the relaxed

mindset may have played a
key role in the improved
finish.
“He has a tendency to

think too much, and he
knows that,” Diller said.
“To finish your season at
state any year is a good
year, but especially as a sen-
ior. Then, you know, when
your last race is. Why not
be grateful about it and run
happy?”
Heitkamp leaves behind

a legacy.
See Fun page 7

Final race for fun
Trevor Heitkamp finishes
33rd in final state meet


