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William Lightner, 64,
Muncie
Patricia Gonser-Rose, 87,

Warren
Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture topped out at 32 degrees
Monday. The low was 21.
Tonight’s low will be in the

upper 20s. Expect partly
cloudy skies Thursday with a
chance of  showers in the after-
noon, a high of  50 and winds
gusting to 30 miles per hour.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Tickets are on sale for Jay
County Civic Theatre’s produc-
tion of  “A Christmas Story,”
with shows scheduled for Dec.
7, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17. They are
$10 for students and $12 for
adults if  purchased by Dec. 3.
They are available bit.ly/JCC-
TAChristmasStory, by calling
(260) 726-4809 or at Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS swim team’s meet
against Bluffton.

Saturday — IU Health Jay
partners with local students
for art display.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The draft version of  Portland’s

Downtown Economic Develop-
ment Plan was presented Mon-
day.
The redevelopment commis-

sion hopes to start the process of
putting it in place next month.
CWC Latitudes’ Ed Curtin, a

consultant who works with Port-
land Redevelopment Commis-
sion, presented the draft version
of  the plan to about a dozen in
attendance Monday at John Jay
Center for Learning.
“The current plan is about 14

years old or so,” Curtin said. “And
with some of  the things the rede-
velopment commission was con-
templating doing, it made sense
to update the plan to be able to
include those things. So that’s
what we’ve been working on for
about the last six months or so.”
The plan — it is available at

portlanddowntownplan.com —
lays out key issues/weaknesses
that need to be addressed in Port-
land. Those include vacant/dilap-
idated buildings, need for more
walkability/bikeability, barriers
to entry for small business and a
lack of  housing options.
It also sets out goals such as

beautifying the city, creating an
environment that encourages
small business and increasing
housing options
“Downtown Portland is the

heart of  the City and a hub of

uses, activities, recreation, educa-
tion, art and culture that bring
people together to live, work,
shop and play,” the plan’s vision
statement reads. “There is a
strong sense of  place because of
its charm, historical architec-
ture, eclectic murals, activated
streets and its multigenerational
spaces providing opportunities to
support a diversifying popula-
tion, thriving businesses, for-
ward thinkers and visionary
leaders.”

See Draft page 2

Draft presented

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Jay County Commis-

sioners OK’d purchasing a
new vehicle Monday to
replace a patrol car for
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office.
The department’s 2021

Dodge Durango was dam-
aged beyond repair Oct. 15
after a Portland man
failed to yield the right of
way to an officer at the
intersection of  Main and
Commerce streets in Port-
land, according to a sher-
iff ’s office accident
report.
Jay County Sheriff  Ray

Newton said insurance
provided about $26,000 for
the car. He presented
potential replacements
from Thomas Dodge
Chrysler Jeep in High-
land, Don Franklin
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
in Somerset, Kentucky,
and Glass Capital
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
in Dunkirk, priced at
about $39,200, $39,800 and
$41,295, respectively.
Commissioners advo-

cated for the local option
if  it could provide a car
within the next few
weeks. If  it was unable to
do so, they suggested
going with vehicles from
the other businesses.
Newton said Monday

afternoon the Dunkirk
dealership doesn’t have
vehicles currently avail-
able. He had not heard
back from the Highland
dealership and planned to
get in touch with the Ken-
tucky dealership.
In other business dur-

ing Monday’s meeting,
commissioners Rex Jour-
nay, Brian McGalliard and
Chad Aker:
•Signed three-year con-

tracts with sheriff ’s office
deputies Aaron Honeycutt
and Bob Armstrong, who
are attending Indiana Law
Enforcement Academy.
•Approved a formal res-

olution declaring the
development of  the 68
acres acquired by Jay
County earlier this year
as the county’s priority
for the Regional Econom-
ic Acceleration and Devel-
opment Initiative
(READI) 2.0 initiative.

See County page 2

Sheriff’s
office
to get
a new
vehicle

By ANTONY SGUAZZIN
and COURTNEY MCBRIDE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
Israel and Hamas extended

their truce late Monday after
agreeing to release more hostages
and prisoners, and Washington
said it was dispatching its top
diplomat to the region for more
talks over the conflict in Gaza.
U.S. Secretary of  State Antony

Blinken will visit Israel for the
third time since Hamas attacked
on Oct. 7, his office said, as he
landed in Brussels for a NATO
meeting.
Bill Burns, director of  the U.S.’s

Central Intelligence Agency, and
the director of  Israel’s Mossad are
in Doha for a series of  meetings
initiated by Qatar to discuss the
potential terms of  a deal beyond

the two-day truce extension, a per-
son briefed on the visit said,
adding Egyptian officials are also
attending. Axios had earlier
reported the Burns visit.
Israel and Hamas have agreed

to pause fighting until early
Thursday, extending their truce to
six days. Blinken’s visit and U.S.
efforts have been focused on keep-
ing the devastating conflict from
spreading further in the Middle
East.

Qatar has received guarantees
that 20 hostages will be released
over the next 48 hours, Majed Al
Ansari, a spokesman for the
country’s foreign ministry, said
at a press conference, emphasiz-
ing that Qatar’s aim is to secure
a longer truce.
Blinken’s talks are aimed at

pressing for a long term solution
to the crisis including the cre-
ation of  an independent Palestin-
ian state, the State Department

said in a statement late Monday.
The top U.S. diplomat will also
“stress the need to sustain the
increased flow of  humanitarian
assistance to Gaza, secure the
release of  all hostages, and
improve protections for civilians
in Gaza,” it said.
The current halt — which

began Friday after negotiations
brokered by Qatar, with the help
of  Egypt and the U.S. — was orig-
inally due to end Tuesday.
The talks have brought the

release of  almost 70 of  the 240
hostages taken when Hamas
swarmed across Gaza’s northern
border and have led to the
release of  Palestinian prisoners
held by Israel. There’s been
increased delivery of  aid into
Gaza.

See Extend page 6

Israel and Hamas extend truce

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Warm greeting
Santa greets one of his young visitors Monday evening at Glass Capital Chrysler in Dunkirk. His visit to the

dealership was part of the city’s Feel the Warmth of Christmas celebration.

Blinken will visit Israel
as part of continuing talks

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Ed Curtin of CWC Latitudes speaks Monday during a
presentation of the Portland Downtown Economic Development
Plan. Portland Redevelopment Commission plans to review the
plan and begin the approval process next week.

Proposed plan lays out
challenges, goals for Portland
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LLAACACALOLOShop  Shop  

P R I N T I N G

(30 employees or fewer) in all of our publications with

Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette

One 4x4 ad in The News Times
One 4x4 ad in The News and Sun

for $230 (85% off regular price)

Or run two 4x4 ads in the publication(s)
of your choice during December for :
The Commercial Review – $160

The News-Gazette – $145
The News Times – $120

The News and Sun – $120

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com
Shop  CCAds must run in December

Rates do not apply to Christmas Greetings
special section
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Continued from page 1
The plan breaks down into two

phases:
Phase 1 – Programming, utilizing

existing spaces, establishing or revis-
ing ordinances and regulations to
support long-term goals and elimi-
nate barriers to new development
Phase 2 — Physical projects and

capital investments to improve quali-
ty of  life.
The first phase could include proj-

ects such as streetscape improve-
ments, public art, planters, market-
ing, the addition of  on-street dining
and other lower-cost improvements to
draw residents and visitors to the
downtown area. Also suggested in the
plan are ordinance updates to help
remove barriers to downtown devel-
opment and to develop rules for
absentee/inactive building owners.
The second phase could include

projects such as creating a downtown
park at the site of  the Bailey Build-
ing, which is currently being torn
down, and making improvements
along Main, Water, Harrison, Ship
and Votaw streets to make them more
attractive for walking and biking.
Curtin fielded just a handful of

questions about the plan Monday,
including from redevelopment com-
mission member Joe Johnston
regarding how bike lanes would be
implemented. Curtin responded that
the goal is to utilize the existing right-
of-way.
Darlesia Lee expressed concern

about potential vandalism after
improvements are made and sug-
gested that the plan should include
details about building upkeep.
Curtin said that is one of  the goals of
revising ordinances and potentially
adding language to specifically
address buildings that are vacant.
Curtin noted that the effort is

designed to put the city’s redevelop-
ment commission in a position to
effectively address Portland’s needs.
“If  it’s not in the plan, the redevel-

opment commission really can’t
spend money on it,” he said. “So we
wanted to try and make sure we have
an up-to-date plan …”
Design and planning firm Rundell

Ernstberger Associates led the rede-
velopment commission in the
process of  developing the plan. The
process included looking at existing
plans and reviewing public policy to
identify areas that might need to be
updated. This summer, representa-

tives from the firm visited the city to
talk with residents and business
owners and survey the condition and
use of  downtown buildings.
Rundell Ernstberger Associates

hosted a series of  focus groups and a
public open house in September and
has been working on the draft plan
since then.
Curtin noted that anyone who

would like to make comments on the
draft version of  the plan should do so
by Thursday. (He is available at
edcurtin2024@gmail.com and Cyn-
thia Bowen of  REA can be reached at
planning@reasite.com.)
Portland Redevelopment Commis-

sion plans to address the plan at its
Dec. 8 meeting. It would then go to
Portland Plan Commission and Port-
land City Council for approval.
There would then be a final public
hearing prior to the redevelopment
commission voting on final
approval.

William Lightner
William “Bill” Lightner, 64,

Muncie, died Sunday at IU Health
Ball Memorial Hospital in
Muncie. He was a former
Dunkirk resident.
Arrangements are pending at

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

Patricia
Gonser-Rose

Jan. 11, 1936-Nov. 25, 2023
Patricia Louise (Dellacca)

Gonser-Rose, 87, of  Warren, Indi-
ana, passed away on Nov. 25, 2023,
while residing at Heritage Pointe
of  Warren, Indiana. 
Pat was born on Jan. 11, 1936, in

Clay County, Indiana, the daugh-

ter of  Robert and
Ruth (Sawyer) Del-
lacca. She graduat-
ed from Brazil
High School with
the class of  1953. 
She married

Walter J. Gonser
Jr. on June 30,
1963, who preced-
ed her in death on Aug. 8, 1986.
Walter served as a minister in the
Wesleyan denomination. Togeth-
er they served at churches in
Greencastle, Brazil, Lawrence-
burg and Portland, Indiana.
Pat worked as a secretary in the

principal's office in the Brazil
High School for several years,
then served alongside her hus-
band in ministry in the various
churches that he pastored. Upon

relocating to the Portland, Indi-
ana, area, Pat worked in the Jay
County Courthouse as a clerk in
the auditor's office for more than
25 years. Pat also sold Avon for
several decades. 
Several years after Walter's

passing, Pat married Lee Rose on
July 31, 1993. He passed away
after three years of  marriage, on
Dec. 17, 1996. 
When she wasn't working, Pat

enjoyed flower gardening, watch-
ing birds and spending time with
family. 
Pat was preceded in death by

her parents Robert and Ruth Del-
lacca; husbands Walter Gonser
Jr. and Lee Rose; a brother, Don-
ald Dellacca; and great-grandson
Damien Gonser. 
She is survived by four chil-

dren, Rick (Sharon) Gonser,
Karen (Larry) Couch, Ann
Louise Clifton (Jeff  Hart) and
Robert (Dawn) Gonser; grand-
children Richard Gonser, Ryan
(Krystal) Gonser, Michael (Shel-
by) Gonser, Tamara (Pat) Houser,
Kim (Joe) Miller, Vanessa White,
Brandon Clifton, Chelsea (Jay)
Buchan, Ethan Gonser and
Danielle Gonser; 21 great-grand-
children; eight great-great grand-
children; and one brother, John D
Dellacca (Jennifer Sprunger); as
well as many extended family
members, parishioners and
friends. 
Visitation will be at Lawson –

Miller Chapel, 1702 E. National
Ave., Brazil, Indiana, on Satur-
day, Dec. 2, 2023, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Services will be held at the

funeral home on Saturday at 1
p.m. with her son Robert Gonser
officiating. Burial will follow at
Clearview Cemetery. 
In lieu of  flowers, donations

may be made to the Alzheimer's
Association, 50 91st St., #100,
Indianapolis, IN 46240. 
Visit frenchfuneralhome.com

to share a memory.
••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Draft ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.32
Dec. corn ..................4.37
Wheat ......................4.83

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.36
Dec. corn ..................4.36
Jan. corn ..................4.62

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.96
Dec. corn ..................4.26
Beans ......................13.20

Dec. beans ..............13.20
Wheat ...................... 5.23

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.96
Dec. corn ..................4.28
Beans ......................13.31
Dec. beans ..............13.46
Wheat ......................5.11

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.25
Dec. corn ..................4.40
Beans ......................13.09
Dec. beans ..............13.19
Wheat ......................4.93

Lotteries

In 1832, Louisa May
Alcott was born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia. The daughter of
transcendentalists Amos
Bronson Alcott and Abi-
gail May, she wrote the
coming-of-age novel “Lit-
tle Women.”
In 1963, president

Lyndon B. Johnson creat-
ed the Warren Commis-
sion. Its goal: to investi-
gate the assassination of
John F. Kennedy.
In 1972, Atari

released “Pong,” which
became the first video
game to gain commercial
fame. The table tennis-
themed arcade game has
become an iconic piece
of  arcade and video
game history.
In 1981, actress

Natalie Wood drowned
while on vacation near
Santa Catalina Island,

California. Wood’s
death was marked as an
accident, although
media speculation still
continues today on the
specifics.
In 2001, George Harri-

son, former lead guitarist
for the Beatles, died at 58
from cancer.  Some of  his
most famous works he
wrote for the group
include “Here Comes the
Sun” and “While My Gui-
tar Gently Weeps.”
In 2013, the Fort

Recovery High School
boys basketball team
rolled to a 61-43 season-
opening victory over vis-
iting St. Marys Memorial
Roughriders. Senior Eli-
jah Kahlig led the way,
scoring 21 points on 8-of-
14 shooting, 18 rebounds,
seven assists and five
steals.

—The CR

CR almanac

50/36 43/31 45/36 54/37 47/37
Skies will

be partly
cloudy with a
30% chance
of rain, a high
of 50 and
winds gusting
to 30 mph.

Expect a
high in the
mid 40s with
a 30% chance
of showers.

The fore-
cast calls for
mostly cloudy
skies with a
high in the mid
50s. There is
a 30% chance
of rain.

Rain is
expected,
mainly during
the morning
hours. The
temperature
will be steady
in the low 40s.

Skies will
be mostly
cloudy with a
high in the mid
40s.

Thursday
11/30

Friday
12/1

Saturday
12/2

Sunday
12/3

Monday
12/4

Powerball
Monday
2-21-38-61-66
Power Ball: 12
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$374 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$335 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-8-8
Daily Four: 3-9-6-6
Quick Draw: 8-10-15-

16-19-24-25-27-30-37-46-47-
48-51-56-59-65-66-73-80
Evening
Daily Three: 0-3-1

Daily Four: 5-8-0-5
Quick Draw: 1-3-10-24-

26-27-33-37-41-42-43-50-52-
54-56-60-63-65-69-73
Cash 5: 15-26-27-35-38
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-8-4
Pick 4: 8-4-5-3
Pick 5: 4-6-8-4-9
Evening
Pick 3: 7-8-3
Pick 4: 0-7-7-8
Pick 5: 6-3-0-1-0
Rolling Cash: 1-8-13-21-

25
Estimated jackpot:

$160,000

Today
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Gonser-Rose

Continued from page 1
•OK’d Newton to apply

for a grant through the
Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute.
•Agreed to participate in

the state’s multi-hazard
mitigation plan per recom-
mendation from emer-
gency management agency
director Samantha Rhode-
hamel, who noted the plan
will need to be updated in
2025.
•Approved more than

$1.68 million in claims,
including a $198,877 quar-
terly claim from
LifeStream Services that is
partially funded by the
state.
•OK’d paying $9,500 to

NuFlow of  Indianapolis to
re-line up to 10 feet of  sewer
line above Jay County clerk
Jon Ead’s office in Jay
County Courthouse.
•Learned community

coordinator Nate Kimball
has set his office hours at
the Community Resource
Center in Portland for 9
a.m. to noon Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
•Removed former Jay

County Country Living
director Melissa Blankley
from the living facility’s
bank account and added
employee Kristie Delaney,
who is handling the facili-
ty’s finances in the interim.

County ...

Plan is available online at
portlanddowntownplan.com

Today
Newman, Lee: 11 a.m.,

Asnury United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St., Portland.

Saturday
Gonser-Rose, Patricia: 1

p.m., Lawson – Miller Chapel,
1702 E. National Ave., Brazil. 

December 6
Rains, Paula: 11 a.m., Hill-

crest Cemetery, Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.
SOFT SHOULDERS — A

support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call
(260) 589-3173.
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.
ROAD RIDERS FOR

JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: This is in
response to “Love My Cheap
Phone” (Aug. 28). As a millennial
who has worked in retail my
whole adult life, I’m tired of  the
excuse that the older generation
can’t or won’t use smartphones. 
Personal computers have been

out for decades, and smartphones
have been around more than 16
years. Like the automatic trans-
mission, these things are
designed to make our lives easier
and should be embraced rather
than shunned. I’ve had people
cuss me out over not being able to
access discounts due to not hav-
ing a smartphone — going so far
as to claim discrimination. 
The only person holding them

back is themself, and most of  the
time smartphones are more intu-
itive than previously thought.
They also all don’t cost $1,000;
many basic use smartphones can
be bought for under $200, not to
mention certain phone compa-

nies offer big discounts on peo-
ple’s first smartphone with a new
account. I don’t feel bad for
“Love.” I suggest they get with
the times, because these devices
aren’t going away. — MILLENNI-
AL IN OREGON
DEAR MILLENNIAL:

Thank you for writing. After
that letter appeared, I was
inundated with comments
from readers. 
Some of  them agreed with

you. Other readers under-
stood “Love’s” point and
offered suggestions for transi-
tioning more easily to a mod-

ern communication device.
Read on:
DEAR ABBY: I’m a senior

with mobility issues, and I
couldn’t live without my
smartphone. It is not a “toy.” I
use it to fill my prescriptions,
schedule medical appoint-
ments, check test results and
communicate with my doc-
tors. I do most of  my shop-
ping, conduct all of  my bank-
ing online, call up ride-shar-
ing, make travel arrange-
ments and keep in touch with
friends and family. I encour-
age “Love” to open their mind
a bit. — ONLINE SENIOR IN
CALIFORNIA
DEAR ABBY: There is a gov-

ernment program, Lifeline
(go to fcc.gov), that provides a
FREE smartphone and phone
service to low-income people.
If  someone chooses not to
have a smartphone for other
reasons, that’s their choice —

but no one should go without
one because they cannot
afford it. — MARY IN MASSA-
CHUSETTS
DEAR ABBY: Some states

offer the Affordable Connec-
tivity Program (ACP) which
provides free phone service
with smartphones AND
TABLETS to low-income indi-
viduals or those receiving
Social Security. A tablet might
be the better option to use for
the kind of  interactions the
writer described. — HOPE-
FULLY HELPING OUT WEST
DEAR ABBY: I’m guessing

“Love” has family and friends
who have older phones in the
junk drawers of  their homes.
(We do.) Perhaps someone
would be willing to part with
one. Also, AARP offers classes
to learn how to use a smart-
phone, which I suspect is
behind your writer’s reluc-
tance to modernize. —

KRISTIN IN NEW HAMP-
SHIRE
DEAR ABBY: As a retired

librarian who has helped
many seniors with their tech-
nology, the idea of  a $1,000
smartphone is akin to think-
ing that all cars are Rolls
Royces. Many phones can be
had for under $200, and some
for less than $100. A number
of  cellphone and service
providers cater to seniors try-
ing to transition from their
beloved flip phones. I urge
“Love” to visit their local
library and see what advice
they can get there. — MR. G.
IN SYRACUSE, N.Y.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Letters poured in responding to comments
Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Cakes for cold kids
Portland Lions Club had their “Hot Cakes for Cold Kids” pancake and sausage

breakfast Nov. 4 at the Lions Civic Center. Those who brought in a coat received a free breakfast.
They collected more than 50 coats and 12 sets of gloves and hats to be donated to the Trinity
Church. The remaining funds will be used to buy additional coats, gloves and hats to donate.
Pictured above are Paul Szymczak and Rick Gibson.

It’s almost time for Win-
ter Wonderland.
Jay County Public

Library has several activi-
ties on its calendar for this
month, including its annu-
al Winter Wonderland
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Dec.
14. 
The family holiday cele-

bration will offer Christ-
mas ornament and pen-
guin crafts, games, treats,
hot cocoa, sock ice skating
and a visit with Santa
Claus and Mrs. Claus.
Attendees will also have

the opportunity to build
their own snowball sculp-
ture and enter it to win in
an online voting contest,
which will be hosted after
the event.
Registration is also open

for the Winter Wonder-
land Kids Shopping event,
which allows children to
select a gift to give to two
family members. In order

to qualify, different age
groups must complete cer-
tain requirements. Shop-
ping times are from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Dec. 18 for pre-
school-aged children and 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. for kinder-
garteners through third
graders. 
Gingerbread crafts and

other holiday themed
activities will also be
available between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Dec. 20 for chil-
dren starting their winter
break.
Also this month, the

library will be hosting a
class for children in third
grade through sixth grade
to learn how to stay safe
when home alone. The
class is set for 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Saturday, and
registration is required.
Call (260) 726-7890 or

visit the library to learn
more about upcoming
events.

Winter festivities
set for the library 
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Dec. 1, 2004.
Some problems never change. In
the past few months, we’ve been
struggling with some software
issues on our Macs that date back
to 2014. It will probably be time for
an upgrade in the not-so-distant
future because, as Jack notes, the
parade continues to move ahead.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
The temptation is always there.
Why not, I ask myself, just let

the parade of  technology go on
without you? Just let the next
“rev” of  software pass you by.
Just let the next new gimmick or
gadget do its thing without you.
And, to some extent, I give in to

the urge.
For instance, I have no desire to

own a cellphone, though there are
two at our house. And the idea of
taking pictures with a cellphone
strikes me as silly, though I admit

to having had my picture taken
by one.
But when it comes to comput-

ers, the urge to let the parade pass
by can have consequences and
create complications our forefa-
thers never dreamt of.
For the past two weeks, the

complication has been something
called Adobe Acrobat 5.0, the ver-
sion for Macintosh computers.
It seems that more and more of

the ads emailed to the newspaper
as attached files were created in
the 5.0 version of  Acrobat, while
we still lag a couple of  genera-

tions behind. There have been
countless headaches for the com-
posing room and the ad depart-
ment as a result.
OK, I responded, when I

learned of  the problem. We’ll just
get a copy of  Acrobat 5.0.
But, as computer users the

world around know, nothing is
ever that simple.
It seems that the Mac version

of  Acrobat 5.0 isn’t being sold by
Adobe anymore. The company’s
pushing Acrobat 6.0 for Macs
now. Unfortunately, 6.0 doesn’t
run on the same computer oper-
ating system we’re using. Our
Macs, for the most part, use the
9.2 operating system; but 6.0 will
only run on OSX.
If  that last paragraph sounded

like gobbledygook to you, rest
assured that I feel the same way.
In short, we’d become obsolete.
There were two potential solu-

tions. We could upgrade every

Mac in the building to OSX and
spend a fortune upgrading every
other software to be compatible.
Or we could go looking for a
copy of  Acrobat 5.0 for Macs on
eBay.
At first, even to an eBay

novice like myself, it didn’t look
like it would be a problem. The
software was available. In some
cases, it had been bought by mis-
take and was still in the original
wrapper. Others appeared to be
“educational” versions which
were probably handed out as
free samples. There were even
versions in Spanish and French.
But eBay is an auction web-

site, and making a purchase can
be a little cumbersome first time
around.
I started bidding without real-

ly knowing what I was doing,
putting a bid in too early and not
establishing a firm maximum
amount I was willing to pay.

Meanwhile, thanks to the intri-
cacies of  the eBay system, it was
easy for everyone else in cyber-
space to see that I was a rookie
bidder.
Not surprisingly, I was outbid

by someone with more savvy the
first time around. And the sec-
ond. And the third. I was begin-
ning to wonder if  eBay had a
special section for slow learners
who were new to the process.
Finally, I started to get the

hang of  it and also started to get
an idea of  what I should be pre-
pared to pay if  I was actually
going to solve the ad depart-
ment’s problem.
Last Wednesday night about

10 p.m., I hit paydirt, closing the
deal at what appeared to be a
good price.
The software arrived Monday.
Will it work? I don’t know.
All I know is the parade can go

on without me for awhile.

Technology parade keeps moving

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
New Yorkers were

shocked and appalled when
some social media person-
alities rediscovered a 2002
“Letter to America” in
which Osama Bin Laden,
dripping with anti-
semitism, criticized U.S.
foreign policy, suggesting it
painted a more compelling
picture of  the terrorist.
While the rehabilitation of
the dead jihadist behind
9/11 may have been over-
stated, the Guardian,
which had hosted a version
of  the letter, pulled it from
its site.
We’ve defended the prin-

ciples of  free speech many
times here, including sev-
eral in the past several
weeks as some institutions
have turned towards
speech restrictionism in
response to widespread
public discourse and high
tensions in the wake of  the
Oct. 7 Hamas terror attack
on Israel and its subse-
quent military response.
It is crucial to note,

though, that this isn’t a
principle for its own sake.
There is a practical pur-
pose to having robust pub-
lic discussion, in particu-
lar around contentious
social and political topics
and including unpopular
or controversial ideas.
Exposure to ideas, even bad
ones, is the only way for
people, especially young
people, to develop antibod-
ies against extremism. We
should know by now that
little is as enticing as the
forbidden; to hide ideas is
to all but beg those casting
about for political identity
to ask “what are they try-
ing to hide?”
Stalin, Hitler and Mao

are all worthy of  study, as
is another blood-soaked
fiend, Bin Laden. To the
ignorant and ahistorical
who do their scholarly
research on TikTok, some
of  these monsters’ rhetoric
may sound intriguing. But
what is needed is education
to what they really stood
for and what they really
did. Shutting down access
is a great way to generate
sympathy and additional
cachet for seemingly for-
bidden ideas.
We can practically guar-

antee that scrubbing the
Bin Laden letter from the
Guardian’s site has just
driven more people to go
looking for it, perhaps in
places where there won’t be
quite as much contextual-
ization or where it’ll be an
entrypoint to more danger-
ous calls to action.
This is in no way an

entreaty to reevaluate Bin

Laden nor a call to dissem-
inate his letter. Any ideas
the man might have are
but a footnote to his cam-
paign of  murder and ter-
rorism — a campaign led,
by the way, by a former bil-
lionaire business school
student who chose to rein-
vent himself  as a revolu-
tionary.
It’s not a call for all

speech to be tolerated
everywhere; it makes sense
to have some social media
moderation of  harmful
medical misinformation
around vaccines and eating
disorders, for example, and
no institution, university
or otherwise, should toler-
ate members calling for
violence against or harass-
ment of  others.
We are pointing out that

efforts to hide what is ulti-
mately a historically sig-
nificant document, or to
tamp down on expressions
of  political opinion, are
not only anti-democratic
but most often backfire.
Students who have valid
criticisms of  Israel’s poli-
cies and the country’s mili-
tary campaign against
Hamas are not going to
soften their stance by hav-
ing their campus groups
banned and job prospects
threatened; they’ll turn
towards extreme versions
of  those positions.
Young people must be

able to read and discuss
disputed or outright bad
ideas without risking their
futures. You can’t keep
someone in a clean room
and be shocked that the
first contact with the flu is
almost fatal.

Censorship leaves
us more vulnerable

By TYLER COWEN
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service
Now that congressional Democrats

have relaunched an effort to ban lega-
cy admissions at top U.S. universities,
virtually everyone can count on one
thing: ideological embarrassment.
Legacy admissions are part of  a

broader system whereby elite US col-
leges and universities largely favor
wealthy families in their admissions
practices. It is possible to buy your
way into those institutions —
whether by being born into a legacy
family that is considered likely to
make a donation, or by being the
child of  someone who actually makes
a large donation. Some 43% of  white
students admitted to Harvard are
recruited athletes, legacies, from the
“dean’s interest” list (which is often
related to donations), or children of
faculty and staff.
There are any number of  motives

behind these admissions practices.
But a major one is the desire to bring
in money and boost endowments.
As someone who stands to the polit-

ical right of  most of  my fellow uni-
versity faculty and administrators, I
have no qualms accepting the argu-
ment that colleges and universities
need to grow wealthier. That can
mean tolerating various inequalities
in the short run, because in the
longer run academia will produce
more innovation that benefits virtual-
ly everyone, including the poor.
This is not the kind of  argument

many on the political left find appeal-
ing. In tax policy, for example, such
reasoning — the idea that short-run
inequality can bring longer-run bene-
fits — is often derided as “trickle-
down economics.” And yet virtually
any fan of  the Ivies has to embrace
this idea. The best defense of  the
admissions policies of  America’s
most prestigious universities is a
right-leaning argument that they are
deeply uncomfortable with.
So instead they tie themselves into

knots to give the impression that they
are open and egalitarian. To boost

their image, minimize lawsuits and
perhaps assuage their own feelings of
institutional guilt, America’s top
schools adopt what are known as DEI
policies, to promote diversity, equity
and inclusion.
The “inclusion” part of  that equa-

tion is hardest for them to defend.
Top-tier universities accept only a
small percentage of  applicants —
below 4% at Stanford last year, for
example. How inclusive can such
institutions be? Everyone knows that
these schools are elitist at heart, and
that they (either directly or indirect-
ly) encourage their students and fac-
ulty to take pride at belonging to such
a selective institution. Most of  all, the
paying parents are encouraged to be
proud as well. Who exactly is being
fooled here?
So the top schools have the choice

of  either sounding hypocritical, or
defending themselves with right-lean-
ing rhetoric. They choose hypocrisy.
Of  course, that hurts their reputa-

tion. Americans may not know much
about the details of  the latest campus
controversy at Princeton or Colum-
bia, but they have a strong sense that
these kinds of  elite schools are hypo-
critical when it comes to their admis-
sions practices. And this sense has
only been magnified by campus con-
flicts and protests over the Israel-
Hamas war. Again, most Americans
aren’t paying close attention. But uni-
versities may have a hard time con-
vincing the public that they are treat-
ing protesters and activists fairly
because the public already believes
they don’t treat applicants fairly.
Yes, there are also ideological ten-

sions on the right. Conservatives are
accustomed to attacking top universi-

ties for being too left-wing, and
indeed the data support that con-
tention. Maybe they would have a dif-
ferent view of  elite higher education
if  they saw it as one of  America’s
leading practitioners of  trickle-down
economics.
Banning legacy admissions also

would require a rather drastic inser-
tion of  the federal government into
the business and admissions prac-
tices of  private-sector universities,
especially once enforcement issues
are considered. (“Well, we didn’t
accept you just because your dad
went here.”) Still, I don’t expect con-
servative politicians to go to the mat
for Yale or Dartmouth, even though
the libertarian strand of  Republican
Party thought would suggest doing
so.
As for me, I teach at a state univer-

sity — George Mason University —
that accepts about 90% of  all appli-
cants. If  someone has a chance of
succeeding, we offer them the oppor-
tunity to show that. Not all institu-
tions can or should work this way, but
mine is an inclusive university, and I
am proud of  that.
I thus have the luxury of  opposing

the new anti-legacy-admissions bill
for two mutually reinforcing reasons.
First, it reflects an unjustified expan-
sion of  federal powers over higher
education. Even if  you are anti-lega-
cy, or want to rein in the Ivy League,
you may not be happy about how
those federal powers will be used the
next time around.
Second, I do not mind a world

where America’s top schools practice
and implicitly endorse trickle-down
economics. Someone has to carry the
banner forward, and perhaps some-
day this Trojan horse will prove deci-
sive in intellectual battle. In the
meantime, I have my cudgel —
hypocrisy among the educational
elite — and I, too, can feel better about
myself.

••••••••••
Cowen is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist and a professor of  econom-
ics at George Mason University.

Hypocrisy at core of universities
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Continued from page 1
More aid supplies are

needed to alleviate a “cata-
strophic” situation there,
Tor Wennesland, the Unit-
ed Nations’ special coordi-
nator for the Middle East
Process, said on X. Large
areas of  the northern part
of  the Gaza Strip, where
Israel says Hamas has its
main bases, have been
reduced to rubble by Israeli
air strikes. Authorities in
the Hamas-run territory
estimate that more than
15,000 people have been
killed.
The extended cease-fire

is expected to continue the
exchange of  small groups
of  people, with roughly one
hostage held in Gaza
released for three Palestin-
ian prisoners from Israeli
jails.
Israel’s government,

which has said it’s pursu-
ing the twin aims of  secur-
ing the release of  captives
and dismantling Hamas,
has been pressured by pub-
lic concern over those who
have been abducted to keep
pushing for the release of
more of  its citizens as

details of  the conditions
under which they were
kept begin to seep out.
The limited release

sparked a mass rally in Tel
Aviv over the weekend and
renewed calls from groups
representing the families
of  the hostages for more to
be set free and access to
those who remain to be
given the International
Committee of  the Red
Cross.
The government has reit-

erated its intention to con-
tinue the war once the
cease-fire is over. The con-
flict will cost the economy
198 billion shekels ($53 bil-
lion), driven primarily by
defense spending, Israel’s
central bank said Monday.
Growth projections for

this year and next were also
slashed by the Bank of
Israel’s research depart-
ment, which predicted a
budget deficit of  5% for
2024 as the government on
Monday approved a revised
fiscal plan for 2023 that will
boost expenditure amid dis-
putes over outlays for reli-
gious programs and West
Bank settlements.

Extend ...

By DAVE GOLDINER
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Embattled Rep. George

Santos is defiantly insist-
ing he won’t resign from
Congress even as an expul-
sion vote looms as soon as
later this week.
The scandal-tarred Long

Island Republican con-
firmed that he had
engaged in talks with GOP
House Speaker Mike John-
son over the Thanksgiving
break.
But Santos brushed

aside speculation that he
could be negotiating to
step down from his seat to
avoid the expulsion vote
over his alleged misdeeds.
“My conversation with

(Johnson) was positive and
I told him I’d be standing
for the expulsion vote,”
Santos tweeted late Mon-
day.
He suggested he would

force fellow lawmakers to
take the potentially diffi-
cult and historic step of
expelling him instead of
backing down.
“Expel me and set the

precedent so we can see
who the judge, jury and
executioner are in Con-
gress,” he wrote. “The
American people deserve
to see!”
Johnson raised hopes

that the expulsion drama
could be averted when he
told reporters that he had
spoken at length with San-
tos about his “plans.”
Republicans and some

Democrats want to avoid
having to expel Santos. He
would be the first House

lawmaker to be ousted
without first being convict-
ed of  a crime since the
Civil War era.
It’s not clear what Santos

hopes to gain from forcing
an expulsion vote or what
he may be demanding in
any potential negotiations.
Santos has already beat-

en back two expulsion
efforts, with Republican
leaders standing by him
along with some lawmak-
ers from both parties who
are concerned about lower-
ing the bar for expelling a
colleague accused of
wrongdoing.
But he received a huge

blow when the House
ethics committee issued a
scathing report this month
that accused him of  using
his campaign as a virtual
piggy bank for personal
expenses like luxury
goods, vacations and even
the porn site OnlyFans.
The chair of  the ethics

committee, Rep. Michael
Guest, R-Mississippi,
introduced a fresh expul-
sion measure on the day
before Congress left for
Thanksgiving break.
Under the House rules,

that means the vote could
be held as soon as Wednes-
day or Thursday, depend-
ing on various procedural
maneuvers.
After insisting for

months he would run for
reelection to his NY-03 dis-
trict, Santos said he would
not seek another two-year
term for the Democratic-
tilting district that spans
the North Shore and a slice
of  Queens.

Santos insists
he won’t resign

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Elise Nieshalla held back tears

Tuesday as Gov. Eric Holcomb
announced her as the next state
comptroller.
“In Indiana, we enjoy balanced

budgets, low debt, low pension
liability, healthy cash reserves
and a AAA credit rating. When
you compare our fiscal standing
with that of  our nation, it is a
stark contrast,” she said at a
Tuesday event in Zionsville.
“With Indiana’s great story of

financial stewardship, I am fully
on board to write the next chap-
ters for our state in financial
responsibility on behalf  of
Hoosiers.”
Nieshalla will fill the remain-

der of  predecessor Tera Klutz’s
term: three years. She left to take
an executive position at Gaylor
Electric.
Until recently, the office was

called the State Auditor’s Office.
“Elise is a dedicated and

proven public servant who has
committed much of  her profes-
sional life to bettering her com-
munity through service,” Hol-
comb said. “She has shared her
financial expertise to help steer
and shape the bright future of
Boone County which gives me
great confidence she’ll do the
same serving Hoosiers as our
next state comptroller.”
Nieshalla is no stranger to Indi-

ana government. She is currently

president of  the Boone County
Council and also heads the Indi-
ana County Councils Associa-
tion.
She labels herself  an entrepre-

neur who oversees a portfolio of

real estate investments. This
includes acquisitions, financing,
improvements, and business
management of  properties,
according to a Boone County
biography.

Nieshalla was one of  the
founding members of  the
Hoosier Leadership Series and
was tasked with overseeing edu-
cation and tax policy for the pro-
gram. She is a graduate of  the

Richard G. Lugar Excellence in
Public Service Series and was
named 2018 Indiana County
Councilor of  the Year.
She earned her bachelor’s

degree from Oral Roberts Univer-
sity and a master’s degree from
Indiana University. Nieshalla
and her husband Chris, reside in
Zionsville where they raised
their four children.
Klutz is the fourth state audi-

tor in a row to resign early. But
Nieshalla sidestepped a question
on whether the early departures
are becoming a problem.
“This is an open door for me

and I’m so grateful to walk
through it,” she said. “I am look-
ing forward to serving the state
of  Indiana with the highest stan-
dards of  fiscal responsibility.
And I’m here to serve arms wide
open and a heart wide open as
well.”
Klutz was appointed in 2017

after then-Auditor Suzanne
Crouch was elevated to lieu-
tenant governor. Before Crouch,
Dwayne Sawyer lasted only four
months before he abruptly quit.
And Tim Berry served almost
two terms before leaving to chair
the Indiana Republican Party.
Both Klutz and Berry were at

Tuesday’s event.
••••••••••

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Nieshalla named state comptroller

Tribune News Service/Indiana Capital Chronicle/Niki Kelly

Outgoing state comptroller Tera Klutz, left, celebrates Tuesday with her successor
Elise Nieshalla. Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb named Nieshalla to the role Tuesday.
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GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISIBLE!
45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
SWITCH TO DISH and
get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limit-
ed time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-855-551-9764
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, DECEM-
BER 9TH, 2023
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
5p.m. WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 7, 2023. 
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY DECEM-
BER 2nd, 2023
TIME 10:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 4 MILES
WEST OF 

HWY 27 ON CR 200 N, 
Portland, IN

TRACTORS – BACK-
HOE – CRAWLER –

COMBINE
1954 Allis Chalmers WD
45 Wide front duals and
weights. 1949 Farmall M

Wide front clam
shell fenders. Case 530
Loader backhoe with 18
and 36 inch buckets.
1930’s Farmall T-20
Crawler with straight

blade.
FARM EQUIPMENT –

FARM ITEMS
20’ 10,000 lb Trailer. Int.
311 pull-type rotary

mower. 1 bottom walking
plow,  EZ-GO gas golf

cart, Platform scales.
Cement mixer mounted
on steel wheels. Brass

grain tester.
24” and other steel
wheels. Several items

not mentioned.
TERMS

All items sell as-is. Full
settlement day of the

sale.
OWNER: Ramona J.

Lee
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos. 

PUBLIC AUCTION
TUESDAY DECEMBER

19TH, 2023
TIME 5:00 P.M.

LOCATED: 4023 S 800
W, 

Redkey IN
296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson
Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson
Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable bal-

ance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland

Township, Jay County all
tillable.

Note: Open House
Dates: Saturday Nov
25th from 1-4pm, and
Friday Dec 1st from 3-

5pm.
Or for private showing
phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING AND REAL
ESTATE

AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 
LOOKING FOR A CDL
DRIVER Class A with a
tanker endorsement, part
time and full time hours.
Call Allen at CJR truck-
ing 260-726-5522 
PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is taking
applications for a full
time Dispatcher. Now til
Dec 1 at 5pm. Start date
will be Jan 1, 2024. ben-
efits: vacation pay after 1
year, holiday pay, sick
pay and insurance bene-
fits. Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial
Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 13thday of December,
2023 will consider the following additional appropriations in
excess of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL

1000-005-10-0022 Sheriff- Other Compensation $10,000.00
1000-172-10-0063 Wages- Part time custodians $2,000.00
1000-232-30-0055 Circuit Ct- Court 

Appointed Doctors $5,000.00
1000-232-30-0041 Circuit Ct- Transcripts $2,000.00
1000-622-10-0086 Retirement Center 

Wages- Part time $13,000.00
1000-622-20-0022 Retirement Center Gas, Lube Oil $1,800.00
1000-622-20-0042 Retirement Center Meals $4,000.00

SURVEYOR BACKHOE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
4903-001-20-0055 Backhoe Parts & Service $1,000.00
4903-001-30-0016 Surveyor Equipment repair $2,500.00

97.042 FY22 EMPG
8124-001-30-0046 Misc. Expense $125.27
8124-001-40-0022 Equipment $261.01

TITLE IV-E REIMBURSEMENT
8891-001-30-0087 Pauper Counsel $140.00

Total $41,826.28
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 11-29-2023 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE OF BIDS

Notice is hereby given that
sealed bids will be received in
the office of the Jay County Au-
ditor, at the Courthouse in Port-
land, Indiana, 47371, December
20, 2023 until the hour of 4:30
PM with opening at 10:00 AM on
December 27, 2023 for cash
rental of approximately 68
acres of farm ground owned by
Jay County located in Section
18, Wayne Township, Jay
County, Indiana. The term of the
lease agreement shall be for the
2024 crop year only. The Board
of Jay County Commissioners
shall select the highest and
most responsive bid.
The Board of Commissioners
reserve the right to reject any
and/or all bids, or to accept the
one which, in their judgment
will be in the best interest of
Jay County, being the best
and/or lowest response and re-
sponsible bidder.
The property may not be leased
to a person who is ineligible un-
der I.C. 36-1-11-16.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR, NS 11-29-2023- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF OPEN BURNING APPROVAL

FT-289487
Notice is hereby given that the Indiana Department of Environ-

mental Management (IDEM) has approved a request
submitted by Portland Fire Department to conduct live fire train-
ing at the Portland Fire Department/District 6 Live Burn Facility,
located at 106 Performance Drive in Portland, Jay County. The fol-
lowing fuel types and amounts are approved, per training evolution,
for live fire training purposes: 2 clean wood pallets, 10 sheets of
OSB, and 1 bale of straw/hay.

Any affected person wishing to challenge this decision is re-
quired by Indiana Code (IC) Section 4-21.5-3-7 to file a petition for
administrative review. (Please note that a “petition for adminis-
trative review” is not a compilation of interested party signatures
but is a legal document, the requirements of which are described
in IC 4-21.5-3-7.) The petition must be
submitted in writing to N-501E, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, within
fifteen (15) days of the publication of this newspaper
notice.

Pursuant to IC 13-14-8-11 (formerly IC 13-7-7-6), IC 4-21.5-3-5 and
IC 4-21.5-3-7, this decision will become effective fifteen (15) days af-
ter the publication date of this newspaper notice or, in the case of
individuals who have received personal notifications, eighteen (18)
days after the mailing date of this Notice of Approval unless a pe-
tition for review is submitted by an affected party. Pursuant to IC 4-
21.5-3-5(d), the Office of Environmental Adjudication will provide an
interested party with notice of any pre-hearing conferences, pre-
liminary hearing, or orders disposing of the review of this decision
if a written request is submitted to the Office of Environmental Ad-
judication. Further information regarding the appeal process is
available at https://www.in.gov/oea/2370.htm.
A copy of the Approval decision is available for inspection and
copying at the following:

• Jay County Health Center, 504 W. Arch Street, Portland
• Jay County Public Library, 315 N. Ship Street, Portland
• IDEM Virtual File Cabinet (VFC) at vfc.idem.in.gov

o The Approval can be found in VFC by using the following
search criteria:

• Program: OAQ
•Document Type: Compliance
• FullText Search: FT-289487

CR 11-29-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Ordinance 2023-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
BRYANT AMENDING THE RATES AND CHARGES RELATING

TO THE SEWAGE WORKS UTILITY OF THE TOWN
WHEREAS, the Town of Bryant, Indiana (the “Town”) now owns

and operates a municipal sewer works in accordance with the pro-
visions of Indiana Code 36-29-23, and acts amendatory thereof and
supplemental thereto, furnishing the sewer works to said Town
and its inhabitants; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Bryant has reviewed the current sewage
rates and the Town Council finds that the rates and charges hereto-
fore established by ordinances of the Town Council are insufficient
to enable the Town to properly operate its sewer works plant, pro-
vide for depreciation, service its bonds, and finance additions and
improvements to its sewer works system; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the current rates and
charges for the use of and service rendered by the Sewage Works
Utility must be increased in order to provide sufficient revenues to
meet such requirements; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the rates and charges set
forth herein are reasonable and just, based upon the aforemen-
tioned rate study and the cost of providing service to the customers
of the sewer works;

Now Therefore, Be It Ordained by the Town Council OF THE
TOWN OF Bryant, as follows:

Section 1: The rates and charges set forth shall take affect be-
ginning January 1, 2024
Section 2: This ordinance shall be affective upon its passage
from the town council
Section 3. All prior ordinances and parts of ordinances that
conflict with the provisions contained herein are hereby re-
pealed.

Current Rate Proposed Rate
$10.00 $10.00
$30.50 $31.00
$35.75 $36.25
$38.75 $39.25
$46.15 $46.65
$55.75 $56.25
$85.75 $86.25
$98.75 $99.25

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF
THE TOWN OF BRYANT , INDIANA, THIS ______ DAY OF
__________, 2023.
Gregg Ellenberger, Town Council President
James Jones, Town Council Member
Scott Schoenlein, Town Council Member
ATTEST:
Carrie Minnich, Clerk-Treasurer
CR 11-29-2023-HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Swimming at Ander-
son – 6 p.m.; Junior high boys basket-
ball at Woodlan – 6 p.m.; Junior high
girls basketball vs. Woodlan – 6 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball (includ-

ing freshmen) vs. Woodlan – 6 p.m.; JV
boys wrestling – 5:45 p.m.

TV sports
Today

5 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Notre Dame at Tennessee (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Saint Joseph’s at Villanova (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Detroit Red
Wings at New York Rangers (TNT)

Thursday
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Texas Tech at Butler (FS1)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

New Orleans at Minnesota (BTN)
7 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: South Carolina at North Carolina

(ESPN); Arkansas at Florida State
(ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Miami Heat (Bally Indiana)

8:15 p.m. — NFL football: Seattle Sea-
hawks at Dallas Cowboys (FOX)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Creighton at Oklahoma State (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Virginia Tech at LSU (ESPN)

Friday
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Houston at Xavier (FS1)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Maryland at Indiana (BTN); St. John’s at
West Virginia (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Philadel-
phia 76ers at Boston Celtics (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College football: Oregon at
Washington (ABC)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Iowa State at DePaul (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Connecticut at Kansas (ESPN2); Pur-
due at Northwestern (BTN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Denver
Nuggets at Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college bas-
ketball: Boise State at Saint Mary’s
(FS1)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Audra Bubp was a district

qualifier in the 100-yard breast-
stroke and swam the second leg
for the 200 medley relay that
placed 18th at state with a time
of  1 minute, 53.1 seconds — just
two spots and 0.15 seconds
behind the final team to make it
out of  the prelims.
Current candidates to replace

Audra Bubp’s spot in the 200
medley include Allison Knapke,
Autumn Leuthold and Makenna
Huelskamp. Mindy Bubp plans
to rotate the three throughout

the season to find what lineups
work the best.
The girls will also have divers

this year with newcomer Olivia
Albers and freshman Theresa
Hipple getting on the board.
Rounding out the roster are

Nevaeh Lennartz who will swim
the 500 freestyle and freshman
Aubrey Shuttleworth who cur-
rently, Mindy Bubp is unsure
where she will be placed.
Ervin’s departure leaves Car-

son Fullenkamp, Caleb Smith

and Sage Wendel as the only
members of  the boys team.
“That's a little bit disappoint-

ing for us because we won’t be
able to have relays,” Bubp said.
“It’ll make it very difficult for us
to compete as a team, but the boys
are excited.”
Wendel will headline the boys

team, as one of  his individual
goals include breaking his school
records. He also will look to
return to the district meet, as last
season he qualified in the individ-
ual medley and the backstroke.
For the boys, Smith will likely

stick with the backstroke and

sprint freestyle while Ful-
lenkamp will swim the breast-
stroke and mid-distance
freestyles.
Evaluating if  the year was suc-

cessful won’t be as simple as look-
ing at overall results for the Indi-
ans this season. It will be based
on the goals of  each individual
from setting personal bests, to
making it back to state.
“Working on our own personal

best times is always such a good
motivator,” Mindy Bubp said.
“It’s also important for them to
have fun and have a good season
as well.”

Indians ...
‘Working on our own personal 

best times is always such a 
good motivator.’

—Coach Mindy Bubp



Indians bring back three of four swimmers from
state-qualifying relay team headlined by Teigen Fortkamp

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
The Indians didn’t have

an abundance of  swim-
mers in the 2022-23 sea-
son. They still sent four
girls to the state meet.
The Indians lose three

swimmers to graduation,
but reload with three
freshmen and another
newcomer.
The Fort Recovery High

School girls swim team
returns three legs of  its
state-qualifying relay
team, including individ-
ual qualifier Teigen
Fortkamp for the 2023-24
season and is looking to
punch some more bids to
the district and state
meets.

“I think we’ll be strong
again this year,” coach
Mindy Bubp said. “In the
end, I would like to see
some of  our swimmers
move on to the district
level and, and hopefully
beyond.”
While the Indians

return strong swimmers,
both the boys and girls
teams lose key contribu-
tors in the form of  Jack-
son Ervin and Audra
Bubp. That will leave the
boys team with just three
swimmers.
Reprising their roles

for the girls team from
the state-qualifying relay
are Fortkamp (back-
stroke), Joelle Kaup (but-
terfly) and Paige Guggen-

biller (freestyle). Mindy
Bubp thinks that Guggen-
biller and Kaup can both
take steps forward this
season.
“Looking at Paige

Guggenbiller and her
freestyle, she only started
swimming her sopho-
more year,” Mindy Bubp
said. “So, she still has a
lot of  room for improve-
ment.
“I think Joelle Kaup as

well is getting stronger in
the offseason. I see her
being able to improve a
lot this year.”
Things will all get tied

together by Fortkamp.
The senior is coming off
of  a 21st-place finish at
state in the 50 freestyle

and a 19-place finish in
the backstroke.
Mindy Bubp said that she

thinks that some pressure
has been lifted from
Fortkamp as she is commit-
ted to play volleyball at St.
Francis University with
her sister Paige —
Fortkamp will be making
the commitment official
with a signing on Friday
afternoon. Still, her coach
noticed her working hard
in the early stages of  the
season.
“I want to push myself

and my teammates every-
day,” Fortkamp said. “The
‘senioritis’ is kicking in so,
I want to stay focused and
finish the season well this
year.”

See Indians page 7
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Sports
Wednesday, November 29, 2023

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Notre Dame women’s
basketball airs on ESPN2,

see Sports on tap

2023-24 schedule
Date Opponent Time
Saturday, Dec. 2 Celina Sprints 9 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 4 Delta/Hagerstown 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9 Trotwood TBD
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Minster/Marion Local 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Northwest Ohio 9 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28 Holiday Swim Meet 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 South Adams/Minster 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Jay Co. Invitational 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Jay Co. Invitational 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Delta/Muncie Burris 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Cav Invite “MAC” 12 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 St. Henry/Greenville 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27 Mini Meet 9 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Coldwater/Versailles 6 p.m.
Saturday. Feb. 10 Sectional TBD
Friday, Feb. 16 District TBD
Thursday, Feb. 23 State TBD
All meets are on the road

Strong return
Pictured is the Fort

Recovery High School
swim team for the 2023-
24 season. Front row
from left are Aubrey
Shuttleworth, Autumn
Leuthold, Allison Knapke,
Caleb Smith, Olivia
Albers, Makenna
Huelskamp and Nevaeh
Lennartz. Back row are
coach Mindy Bubp,
Teigen Fortkamp, Sage
Wendel, Carson
Fullenkamp, Paige
Guggenbiller, Joelle Kaup
and Theresa Hipple.
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