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Donald Wagner, 86, Port-
land

Eileen Boeckman, 94,
Coldwater, Ohio

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  46 degrees Friday.

Today’s forecast calls for
highs in the upper 40s under
cloudy skies. There is a 30%
chance of  rain tonight with a
low in the upper 30s. Rain is in
the forecast for Sunday with
winds gusting to 25 miles per
hour. See page 2 for an extend-
ed outlook.

Jay County Commissioners
will hold a special meeting at 2
p.m. Monday in the auditori-
um at Jay County Courthouse.
The meeting will include dis-
cussion of  a highway depart-
ment matter, Jay County
Development Corporation and
any other emergency items
that may arise.

Tuesday — Results from
today’s JCHS and FRHS bas-
ketball games.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Thirty years ago this
week, leaders were
working toward repair-
ing a community facili-
ty.

The Dec. 3, 1993, edi-
tion of  The Commercial
Review featured a story
about the goal of  repair-
ing Bryant Community
Center.

Leaders of  Bryant
Area Community Club
were working on plans
to secure the building
for the future. Con-
structed by community
volunteers in the 1950s,
the former Bryant High
School gym continued to
serve as a community

center after consolida-
tion with the opening of
Jay County High School
in 1975.

It was being used for
basketball during the
winter months by both
adult groups and Bloom-
field Elementary School.
(The gym floor had not
yet been damaged by the
leaks.)

The club was working
toward funding for the
building project.

“The roof  was leaking
terribly,” said Sara
Stults, treasurer of
Bryant Area Communi-
ty Club. “We’ve patched
it to last the winter, but

we’re going to have to do
some major repair work
in the spring.”

In addition to the roof
work, the 40-year-old
building needed a new
furnace. (The group had
looked into repairing
the existing furnace, but
had learned it would be
cheaper to replace it.)

The building also
needed to be brought
into compliance with
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. It needed
restrooms to be
redesigned to be handi-
capped accessible.

Bryant Area Commu-
nity Club members had

raised some funds for
the project and received
a matching grant from
The Portland Founda-
tion. But the urgency of
the roof  work put the
restroom project on
hold.

In order to help raise
funds for the repairs, the
community center was
planning to hold a craft
show and bazaar. Rental
fees and proceeds from a
raffle and bake sale were
to go toward the project.

Today, the building
continues to serve as a
community center adja-
cent to the new Bryant
Area Park.

Retrospect

Leaders worked toward building repairs

The Commercial Review

Built with volunteer labor in the
1950s, the Bryant Area Community Center was
originally the gym for Bryant High School.

By DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Retired Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Con-
nor, the first woman to
ascend to the high court
and its most influential
jurist for much of  her 24-
year career, died Friday.

O’Connor announced in
2018 that she had been diag-
nosed with the early stages
of  dementia. She died Fri-
day morning in Phoenix,
the court announced. She
was 93.

Until her retirement in
2006, O’Connor was often
described as the most pow-
erful woman in America as
well as one of  its most
admired public officials.
She was a centrist on an
ideologically divided court,
and she used her position
to steer a middle course on
the controversial issues of
her time, including affir-
mative action, abortion,
religion and the death
penalty.

The daughter of  an Ari-
zona cattle rancher, she
made history the day she
arrived at the Supreme
Court in 1981. Until then,
the justices were known as
“the brethren,” the nine
men who had the final
word on the meaning of  the
U.S. Constitution.

President Ronald Reagan
had made a campaign
promise in 1980 to appoint
a woman to the Supreme
Court when the first vacan-
cy arose. And the opportu-
nity came sooner than Rea-
gan might have guessed.
Just four months after Rea-
gan took office, Justice Pot-
ter Stewart passed on the
word he planned to retire
at the end of  June.

In his place, Reagan
chose a little-known Ari-
zona state judge who had
been championed by Sen.
Barry Goldwater, the con-
servative stalwart whose
1964 campaign for presi-
dent had brought Reagan
into national politics.

See Died page 2

Former
justice
died at
age 93

O’Connor
was first

woman on
Supreme Court

IU Jay display

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The blue wall of  the south
hallway at the hospital got a lit-
tle more personality this week.

IU Health Jay has partnered
with Jay County High School to
display student art in the facility,
with the first pieces being hung
this week.

“We’re excited about this
adventure,” said Christina
Schemenaur, chief  operating
officer and chief  nursing officer
for IU Health Jay. “It’s just a way
for us to display some of  the tal-
ent in the community.”

She explained that the idea for
swapping out the hospital’s
“drab” existing artwork that
dates back decades came from IU
Health Jay nurse Lisa Manor.
She initially suggested opening
up the walls to display work
from hospital employees.

When that opportunity failed
to yield any submissions,
Schemenaur started looking for
other options this summer. That

included reaching out to Jay
County High School art teacher
Tami Tillman, who was on board
with the idea of  displaying stu-
dent art at the hospital.

“As the kids are creating art-
work, learning to let go of  it,
number one, is really impor-
tant,” said Tillman. “Because
that’s hard.

“Number two, to be identified
as an artist, not just a student …
it’s important. This is something
they can put on their resume. …

“And it’s giving back to the
community.”

She asked students if  they
would be interested in having
their work displayed, and this
week 15 pieces by 13 students
were hung in the south hallway
between entrances A and B.
They range from work done by
students in Tillman’s Level 1
high school classes to those in
college-level courses covering
color and design theory and art
history through Ivy Tech.

See Display page 2

Artwork from Jay County High School students
is adorning the wall of the hospital’s main hallway

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Isabella Puusepp and Zander Hudson are two of 13 Jay County High School students who have their artwork
on display at IU Health Jay in Portland. The opportunity for student art to be displayed at the hospital grew out of an
idea from nurse Lisa Manor to offer the space to IU Health Jay employees.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

This piece by Jay County High School student Riley
Garland is one of the group currently on display at IU Health
Jay. The goal is to continue to add more student art to fill the
hallways and waiting areas at the facility.
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Donald Wagner
March 1, 1937-Dec. 1, 2023

Donald Wagner, age 86, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away
on Friday, Dec. 1, 2023, at IU
Health Ball Memorial Hospital
in Muncie. 

Don was born March 1, 1937,
in Bryant, Indiana, the son of
Raymond and Veronica (Minch)
Wagner. He gradu-
ated from Bryant
High School in
1955 and was a
veteran of  the
U.S. Air Force.

Don worked for
Quick Plastics in
Portland and
retired from Pen-
nville Custom
Cabinets in Portland and was a
member of  Portland American
Legion Post #211.

Don married Janet (Wolford)
Miller on March 1, 1985. 

Survivors include:
His wife — Janet Wagner,

Portland, Indiana 
Children — Kim Loy (hus-

band: Doug), Portland, Indiana,
Deanna Walker (husband:

Daniel), Portland, Indiana, and
Christopher Miller, Portland,
Indiana 

Siblings — Gini Chacon, Judy
Miller and Ed Wagner

Nine grandchildren and 17
great-grandchildren

He was preceded in death by
12 siblings. 

Visitation will be held on
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023, from 4 to 6
p.m. at Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home in Port-
land. Services to celebrate Don’s
life will follow at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day at the funeral home. Ameri-
can Legion Post #211 will con-
duct military rites at the funeral
home on Tuesday following the
service. 

Memorials may be directed to
The Wounded Warrior Project. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.

Eileen Boeckman
June 17, 1929-Nov. 30, 2023

Eileen M. Boeckman, 94, of
Coldwater, Ohio, passed away
peacefully on Thursday, Nov. 30,
2023, at Briarwood Village. 

She was born
on June 17, 1929,
in Maria Stein,
Ohio, to the late
Aloys and
Philomena
(Homan) Nieberd-
ing. 

Eileen is sur-
vived by her chil-
dren, Tom (Linda) Boeckman of
Coldwater, John (Linda) Boeck-
man of  Coldwater, Ron (Elly)
Boeckman of  Fort Recovery,
Jane (Leo) Homan of  Coldwater,
Dale (Connie) Boeckman of
Coldwater and Diane (Doug)
Muhlenkamp of  Coldwater; her
19 grandchildren and 50 great
grandchildren; and her in-laws,
Mary Agnes Boeckman of  Cold-
water, Bill (Jane) Boeckman of
Coldwater and Mary Lou
Nieberding of  Maria Stein. 

In addition to her parents,
Eileen was preceded in death by
her husband, Arthur Boeckman,
whom she married on July 26,
1950, and who passed away on
May 21, 2002; her great-grand-
daughter, Maria; her brother,
Robert Nieberding; and her in-

laws, Richard (Rita) Boeckman,
Robert (Ethel) Boeckman, Ralph
Boeckman, Mary (Ralph) Tum-
busch, infant Wilma Boeckman
and Virginia Boeckman. 

Eileen was a 1947 graduate of
the former St. John High School
in Maria Stein. She was also a
member of  St. Peter Catholic
Church and the church's Chris-
tians Mother Sodality.

In Eileen's earlier years, she
was dedicated to raising her
family and being a devoted farm
wife. She was a humble and self-
less person who always put
everyone else's needs before her
own. Later in life, she was dedi-
cated to praying for others'
needs and could be found in her
home with her rosary always
within arm's reach. She was
proud of  each of  her grandchil-
dren and treasured all their
accomplishments. Eileen's
greatest joy was celebrating the
holidays and special occasions
with her family. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial
will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, Dec. 4, 2023, at St. Peter
Catholic Church with Father

Ethan Hoying celebrating. Bur-
ial will follow in the church
cemetery. 

Guests may visit with Eileen's
family on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023,
from 2 to 6 p.m. and again on
Monday from 9 to 9:45 a.m. at
Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, Fort Recovery. 

Memorial contributions may
be given to EverHeart Hospice,
1350 N. Broadway St., Greenville,
OH 45331, or the Fort Recovery
Community Foundation, in care
of  the Friends of  St. Peter
Church, P.O. Box 52, Fort Recov-
ery, OH 45846.

Condolences may be shared
with the family by visiting
brockmanboeckmanfh.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Wagner

Boeckman

Saturday
Graber, Amos: 9 a.m.,

Graber residence, 7712 S. 600
East, Berne. 

Gonser-Rose, Patricia: 1
p.m., Lawson – Miller Chapel,
1702 E. National Ave., Brazil. 

Monday
Boeckman, Eileen: 10:30

a.m., St. Peter Catholic Church,
3512 St. Peter Road, Fort Recov-
ery. 

Tuesday
Wagner, Donald: 6 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Wednesday
Rains, Paula: 11 a.m., Hill-

crest Cemetery, Redkey.

Friday
Iliff, Anita: 6 p.m., Wayne

Street Methodist Church, 130 N.
Wayne St., St. Marys, Ohio. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 9-5-9
Daily Four: 8-2-2-4
Quick Draw: 2-5-9-11-

14-17-26-28-31-38-42-44-46-
47-63-69-76-77-78-80

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 0-3-6
Pick 4: 2-7-4-2

Pick 5: 6-2-2-6-0
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 2-4-10-

17-31
Jackpot: $100,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$400 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$355 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.34
January corn ..........4.75
Wheat ......................5.18

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.55
January ....................4.75
February corn ........4.76

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.29
January corn ..........4.69
Beans ......................13.00

January beans ......13.10
Wheat ......................5.62

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.34
January corn ..........4.56
Beans ......................12.90
January beans ......13.05
Wheat .......................5.08

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.23
January corn ..........4.33
Beans ......................12.97
January beans ......13.03
Wheat ......................5.27

In 1763, the oldest syn-
agogue — Touro Syna-
gogue — in the United
States was dedicated in
Newport, Rhode Island. It
was designed by English
architect Peter Harrison.

In 1972, Jay Circuit
Court Judge Keith Fraser
announced the appoint-
ment of  Bob Bowers as
acting probation officer
for the county, effective
Jan. 1.

In 2021, the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls
wrestling team won its

first home dual meet 36-
12 over Brebeuf  Jesuit.
Senior Lizzie Dollar
needed just 41 seconds to
pick up a victory over
Nia Stewart in the 113-
pound match.

In 2022, Blake Bogen-
schutz scored a game-
high 18 points to lead the
Jay County High School
boys basketball team as it
overcame a 13-point
deficit for a 56-51 victory
over the Woodlan War-
riors.

—The CR

Monday
2 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners special
meeting, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community

Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Board of

Works, mayor’s office,
city hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

CR almanac

49/33 43/32 45/30 41/30 47/36
Rain is

expected,
mainly before
1 p.m. The
high will be 49
with winds
gusting to 25
miles per hour.

Skies will
be partly
sunny with a
high of 47.

Expect
partly sunny
skies with a
high in the
low 40s.

The fore-
cast calls for
mostly cloudy
skies with a
high of 43 and
a 20% chance
of rain.

The high
will be 45
under mostly
cloudy skies.
There is a
30% chance
of rain.

Sunday
12/3

Monday
12/4

Tuesday
12/5

Wednesday
12/6

Thursday
12/7

Continued from page 1
Zander Hudson explained the

process he used to create a white on
black portrait of  his dog Zoey.

“I used a series of  strokes and stip-
pling, where you dot it to create a tex-
ture for her face,” he said.

Isabella Puusepp, an exchange stu-
dent from Estonia, has two pieces on
display at the hospital. One is of  a
leaf  she picked up in her neighbor’s
yard — it was her first project upon
joining Tillman’s class — and the
other is of  Smokey, her favorite cat to
cuddle with as she spends the year
with host parents Chris and Jennifer
Nibarger.

“It’s a fun experience,” said
Puusepp upon seeing her pieces on
display at IU Health Jay. “I don’t have
that kind of  experience at home. … It
makes it so much more fun.”

In addition to Hudson and
Puusepp, other student artists cur-
rently with work on display at the
hospital are Riley Garland, Emily
Smith, Max Klopfenstein, Peyton

Shannon, Lucie Henneaux, Jovanna
Markovic, Lily Richards, Dylan Mar-
entes, Tinatin Japaridze, Brooke
Retter and 2023 graduate Olivia Dun-
can.

There are a couple of  leaves, like
Puusepp’s, which were part of  a proj-
ect that involved drawing and then
filling in the veins using different
techniques and textures. Other
pieces involve hatching, cross-hatch-
ing and stippling, such as Hudson’s
dog, and Duncan’s work in pastels is
from the Intro to 2D Art class she
took last year.

With the initial 15 pieces in place,
the plan is to keep expanding the dis-
plays of  local art. More pieces from
Jay County High School will be
added through the course of  the
school year. Tillman said she’d also
like to offer the opportunity to junior
high students.

Schemenaur recently reached out
to Fort Recovery High School about
having student art displayed at the
hospital. She also expressed an inter-

est in continuing to offer the oppor-
tunity to IU Health Jay employees
and to adult artists in the communi-
ty.

“I would love to fill all the blank
space in the hallway, move the wait-
ing areas,” said Schemenaur. “If  we
get enough interest, move it to the
doctor’s office and their waiting
areas, even some of  the patient
rooms.”

She noted that IU Health Ball in
Muncie offers space to local artists to
display and sell their work, but that
she’s unaware of  another facility in
the system that has focused on stu-
dent art.

Manor is thrilled to see her idea
coming to life.

“I’ve been to other facilities that
had similar things, artwork by local
people,” she said. “I thought, ‘We
don’t have anything like that.’ And
what better way to join our hospital
with our community than to bring
community works in here. It just
makes my heart happy.”

Display ...

Continued from page 1
O’Connor was then a

51-year-old mother of
three who had graduated
near the top of  her Stan-
ford Law School class.
Her instincts were those
of  a legislator, a job she
held before becoming a
judge. 

She was appointed to
the Arizona state Senate
in 1969 and won reelec-
tion twice as a Republi-
can. In 1973, she was
elected as the majority
leader, the first woman to
head a state legislative
body.

Her views on the great
legal issues of  the day
were unknown, although
she assured Reagan she
found abortion personal-
ly “abhorrent.” She won
a quick confirmation
from the Senate.

Died ...



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more

information, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information,
call (800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each

month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku     
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My young
daughter is the half-sister of  a
famous athlete’s wife. They
were married last year and
invited my daughter. A week
later they DISinvited her! There
is a 20-year gap in their ages, but
my daughter looks up to her
half-sister. My daughter’s feel-
ings were really hurt. My feel-
ings may have been even more
hurt. All of  her other siblings
were there, as well as several
other family members. 

We were never told why my
daughter was disinvited. Her
father did not stand up to his
older daughter for breaking his
younger daughter’s heart. My
daughter is getting older, and
she knows who her brother-in-
law is when she sees him on TV.
How can I stop being angry at
these people for hurting my

baby? — FURIOUS MAMA IN
MICHIGAN

DEAR MAMA: You stated
there is a 20-year age gap
between your daughter and
the bride. Is it possible that
the bride and her famous
fiance had concerns about
someone so young (7, 8, 9?) at
their high-profile wedding?
Before your resentment con-
tinues to build, try having a
rational conversation with
your daughter’s half-sister so

you fully understand the cir-
cumstances. While I do not
support disinviting someone
from a celebration, it’s possi-
ble that the invitation was
sent in error.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My son, who is

32, moved back home six
months ago. He’s a college grad-
uate with a degree in business,
which he has never used. He
works as a valet at a well-known
golf  and spa resort. He has no
health insurance and stays in
his room a lot playing video
games. How can I help him find
himself ? — KID’S MOM IN
FLORIDA

DEAR MOM: Is your son
suffering from depression or
some other emotional prob-
lem? Is he at least paying
rent? If  the answer to that

question is no, help your son
“find himself” by encourag-
ing him to become independ-
ent and by refusing to contin-
ue allowing him to avoid
accepting responsibility for
himself  by hiding in his room
playing video games. Start
now, or you will be writing
me in another 10 years with
this same issue.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: For his 60th

birthday, my niece gave her
brother a handmade quilt of  pic-
tures of  their paternal grand-
mother and her second hus-
band. There was not one picture
of  his maternal grandparents,
who practically raised them.
Their mother (my sister) argued
with me that I was wrong to
question why our parents were
excluded. I would love to know

your opinion. — WONDERING
IN THE EAST

DEAR WONDERING: I am
glad you asked. This was
none of  your business, and
you should have stayed out of
it. Although you are entitled
to your feelings, your niece
gave her brother a gift from
the heart, which took time
and effort to create. You were
wrong to criticize. If  you feel
she left some relatives out,
create a family album for
your nephew and give it to
him.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Family is at odds over sister’s disinvitation
Dear
Abby

Jay County’s Purdue
Extension Office will host
a Holiday STEAM event
Dec. 21 at Jay County
Public Library.

The event in partner-
ship with Purdue Univer-
sity’s Women in Engi-
neering is open to third
through sixth graders. It
will run from 2 to 4 p.m.
Dec. 21 at the library. 

Registration is avail-
able at holi-
daysteam2023.4honline.co
m. The deadline is Dec.
15.

For more information,
call (260) 726-4707.

Seeking feedback
Indiana Department of

Environmental Manage-
ment (IDEM) is asking for
feedback regarding how
the state should spend
federal grant funds to

improve Indiana’s air
quality.

IDEM received a $3 mil-
lion initial grant from the
United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency
to conduct a greenhouse
gas emissions inventory
and develop a plan, and
may be eligible to apply
for additional funding to
implement strategies.

At on.IN.gov/cprg,
Hoosiers can find an
overview of  the grant and
other details as well as a
link to a survey regarding
how the funds should be
spent.

STEAM event
set for Dec. 21Sorority

celebrates
Woman's life

chapter Alpha Delta
Gamma Nu of Portland
recently celebrated its
75th anniversary of
serving Jay
County. Some of the
members in
attendance were, front
row, Cheryl VanSkyock,
Deb, McFarland,
and Kari Tressler, and,
back row,  Laura
Badgett, Angel
Claycomb, Valerie
Smith and Stacy
Miles.

Photo provided

Taking
Note
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To the editor: 
Once again, thank you to our

Arts Place supporters.
The Jay County Campus of

Arts Place held its 41st Annual
Holiday Benefit Auction on Fri-
day, Nov.17. I am delighted to
report that the auction raised
$18,465 due to your generosity. 

As we reflect on the success
of  this year's auction, we are
filled with optimism for the
future of  the arts in our com-
munity. With your continued
support, we look forward to
many more years of  fostering

creativity, nurturing local tal-
ent and bringing the joy of  the
arts to everyone. 

This funding supports pro-
grams and services such as
MusicWorks, ArtWorks, Arts in
the Parks, exhibits and per-

formances at the Jay County
Campus of  Arts Place and Hud-
son Family Park amphitheater. 

I would like to thank Arts
Place staff, executive director
Carolyn Carducci, Jay County
Campus center director Shawn-
da Roussey, Amanda Chaffins,
Teresa Penrod, Greg Ashley,
Hannah Boggs and Allison Smi-
ley; the Holiday Benefit Auction
Committee members, Anni
McClung, Cindy Denney, Bon-
nie Maitlen and Sarah Lingo;
the Arts Place board of  direc-
tors; Jay County Beverage for

providing the drinks for the
evening; Janet Powers; Bizy
Dips; Loy Auctioneering; Rob
Weaver at WPGW; Bailey Cline
at The Commercial Review;
JCHS German Club; Jay County
Wrestling Club; Jay County
Civic Theatre; and all of  the vol-
unteers who helped make the
event possible. 

So many businesses, artists
and private donors contributed
traditional, creative and inno-
vative gifts to the auction. Many
thanks to our bidders, both vet-
erans and newcomers, who

came out to support the auction
with their generous bids. 

Once again, thank you for
being an integral part of  the 41st
Arts Place Holiday Benefit Auc-
tion. Your generosity has impact-
ed the arts in our community, and
we are truly grateful for your
ongoing support.

We hope you can join us for
next year’s auction on Friday,
Nov. 15, 2024. 

Thank you,
Kristen Gibson
2023 Arts Place Holiday Benefit

Auction committee chair 

Thank you for supporting auction

By AISHA KAYED and
NATHANIEL HOFFMAN
The Idaho Statesman
Tribune News Service

One of  the biggest hur-
dles to talking about
Israel and Palestine is
where to start the conver-
sation. Well, our story actu-
ally begins in the days
after Sept. 11, 2001, when
Nathaniel, a young
reporter, met Aisha’s
father, Asad, a long-haul
trucker. They talked about
the tragedy of  9/11, the fear
in the Muslim community
even in places as far
from New York as Boise,
their respective time
in Jerusalem and the Balti-
more Inner Harbor.

Today, this may seem a
remarkable encounter — a
Jew and a Palestinian hav-
ing an intimate conversa-
tion in Boise in the wake of
the biggest attack
on U.S. soil in generations.
But it’s not. It’s where
everything starts.

In September, we lost
Asad after his truck ran off
the road in southern Utah.
And then in October, mili-
tants from Gaza breached
the security fence around
the Gaza Strip and mur-
dered over 1,000
Israelis. Israel has retaliat-
ed by bombing Gaza to
oblivion, murdering over
13,000 Palestinians, razing
entire city blocks and dis-
placing over a million
Gazans.

Yet, our first instinct was
to sit down for coffee
together at Flying M and
talk.

We talked about Asad
and his remarkable jour-
ney from a Palestinian vil-
lage near Jerusalem, to
the U.S. where he eventual-
ly settled in Boise and
raised his family, after a
sojourn in Brazil. We
talked about Aisha’s recent
summer visit to Shu’afat,
where her family is from,
about my family’s connec-
tion to a neighboring Jew-
ish sector in Jerusalem,
and about what it means to
watch this latest explosion
of  violence in a place we
both know and love.

And we are here to tell
you: It means something
very different precisely
because we know each
other. We acknowledge
each other’s humanity,
each other’s history and
our whole selves.

And this is what we
know: For Israelis, and for
Jewish people all over the
world, including in
Boise, the Hamas attack wa
s shocking and terrifying.
Many Jewish people are
just one or two degrees sep-
arated from someone killed
or kidnapped on Oct. 7.

For Palestinians — the 2
million trapped in Gaza,
and the 3 million across
the West Bank — violence
and the daily humiliations
of  occupation, are com-

monplace. Palestinians
grow up under military
occupation and have for
multiple generations.
Every Palestinian is one or
two degrees away from
someone killed, impris-
oned, detained, questioned,
dispossessed of  their land
and robbed of  their
humanity.

Which brings us back to
the question of  where to
begin.

We have marched togeth-
er three times now — a
Jewish American and a
Palestinian American —
calling for a ceasefire,
which means an immedi-
ate, permanent stop to the
brutal Israeli attack
on Gaza and, of  course, a
stop to Hamas attacks
on Israel as well. We are
calling for a massive
humanitarian mission
to Gaza. And, importantly,
we are both calling for an
end to Israeli occupation
of  Gaza and the West
Bank and for Palestinians
to be free, yes, from the Jor-
dan River to the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

These demands are the
only way to increase safety
and freedom for both Pales-
tinians and Jews, all over
the world, including
in Israel. Our struggle to
protect our fragile democ-
racy here in the United
States and to fight the twin
evils of  Islamophobia and
antisemitism is directly
parallel to our hopes for
that rocky patch of  land
between the river and the
sea.

Jewish safety and liberty
is directly tied to Palestin-
ian safety and freedom.
When we stand together,
there are not two sides to
this conflict. There are just
people, yearning to be free.
Stand with us.

••••••••••
Kayed and Hoffman co-

founded Boise To Palestine
in 2021.

Peace will
require justice

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Portland Public Schools (PPS)
and the Portland Association of
Teachers (PAT) reached a tentative
agreement to their labor dispute on
Sunday. The impasse had led to a
three-week strike, cancelling eleven
instructional days in Oregon’s largest
school district. Students returned to
the classroom Monday.

The highlights of  the dispute
weren’t novel. Teacher pay was a big
item, and this deal landed in the mid-
dle ground there. Class size, student
mental health support, class plan-
ning, and health and safety protec-
tions were also at issue, according to
Oregon Public Broadcasting. But as
is often the case in disputes like this,
the collective total means more than
the individual parts. 

“This contract is a watershed
moment for Portland students, fami-
lies, and educators,” said PAT Presi-
dent Angela Bonilla. “Educators
walked picket lines alongside fami-
lies, students, and allies — and
because of  that, our schools are get-
ting the added investment they need.”

That sounds familiar. 
Last week, members of  the United

Auto Workers ratified their new deal
with The Big Three. The deal brought
wage increases of  at least 25% over
four and a half  years for members,
but it was bigger than that. Toyota,
Honda, Hyundai, and Subaru have all
announced wage increases since the
tentative deal was announced. 

“These were just extraordinary
wins, especially for those of  us
who’ve been studying strikes for
decades,” said Jake Rosenfeld, a soci-
ology professor and labor expert at
Washington University in St.
Louis, to the Washington Post.
“Research has consistently found
over the past few decades that most
strikes are defensive, rear-guard
efforts to protect the status quo … to
fend off  steep cuts to wages and bene-
fits. It didn’t mean actually gaining
new ground.” 

Both leading presidential candi-
dates publicly supported, in starkly
different ways, the union efforts.
President Joe Biden joined the picket
line, an unprecedented move in
American history. It is on brand for
the pro-union president, but the ges-
ture is only possible because of  the
public support for workers in the mat-
ter. 

Workers are no longer alone. The
support of  the communities for the
workers’ perspective is incredibly
valuable. And that support has a
renewed, refreshed energy. 

AP-NORC released its study on
public support for the strike in Octo-
ber. There is clearly a shift document-
ed in the data. Among the volumi-
nous information in this comprehen-
sive study is a top line item showing
that the public supported workers
over the companies by a four to one
ratio. That sounds like a huge num-
ber if  one looks at the “public” as
simply observers of  the matter. But in
both the example of  the Portland
school teachers and the UAW, the
“public” isn’t objective. 

In Portland, those “families, stu-
dents and allies” had a stake in the
dispute. With the UAW, the American
automobile consumer is advocating
that manufacturers spend more on
cars the consumer will eventually
want to buy. Both deals will likely
lead to either higher prices or higher
taxes. Yet the communities support
them by wide margins. 

And then there is the dispute that
made me most pessimistic of  all. You
know, the one from the land of  make-
believe, Hollywood. How many Amer-
icans even knew that writers, direc-
tors and actors had separate unions

and separate deals with a variety of
studios and production companies?
Here in the Heartland, I’m betting not
many. Then the other hurdle for the
unions to overcome: the appearance
that the dispute is just a bunch of  rich
people fighting with other rich peo-
ple. 

The Alliance of  Motion Picture and
Television Producers rightfully felt
like they could outlast the Writers
Guild of  America and the actors’
union, SAG-AFTRA. Strategically,
there shouldn’t have been a reason to
predict that the public, again, a group
otherwise known as customers,
would go without the products they
are accustomed to mindlessly absorb-
ing without a thought of  how they are
created. For the entire summer? No
chance. The studios should have
expected these so-called worker bees
to fold. 

That is exactly what didn’t hap-
pen. Vanity Fair published a good
breakdown of  who the ultimate win-
ners and losers were in this strike.
But practically buried at the end of  it,
in the “losers” section, is “audi-
ences.” In it, the loss here features the
interruption of  programming during
the strike. What is missing is that the
outcome of  the strike will almost cer-
tainly result in fewer productions. 

Did the audience not get this part
of  this complicated dispute? Maybe.
More importantly though, audiences
chose creators, artisans, and yes,
workers over moguls. 

The American people have lined up
with the ones brave enough to go out
on strike in 2023. Workers won big
this year, but it is my view that the
public won even more. Communities
learned how to do important things
together again. 

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and a

communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Unions about more than $$

VOLUME 150–NUMBER 138
Saturday, December 2, 2023

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day,
Fourth of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas) by The
Graphic Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland,
Indiana 47371. Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at
Portland, Indiana. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Commercial Review, 309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049,
Portland, Indiana 47371 or call (260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted
by email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be
700 words or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence
and include a phone number for verification purposes.
We reserve the right to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

LOUISE RONALD
Board president

RAY COONEY
Editor and publisher

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $11;

13 weeks – $36; six months – $68; one year – $122.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12; 13

weeks – $44; six months – $74; one year – $140.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13 weeks – $49; six months –

$80; one year – $151.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Letters to
the Editor

Michael
Leppert

Guest
Opinion

When we
stand together,
there are not
two sides to
this conflict.
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By MOIRA MACDONALD
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

As the end of  the year draws
near, so do some of  the year’s
biggest and/or most intriguing
movies. Here’s a sampling of
what’s on tap for late 2023;
dates indicate theatrical
releases (and note that these
are ever-changeable).

Dec. 8
“The Boy and the Heron”:

The great Japanese animator
Hayao Miyazaki came out of
retirement to make this film,
in which a boy coping with
grief  follows a heron into a
tower and discovers a fantasti-
cal world.

“Maestro”: Bradley Cooper
directed and stars in this
biopic about composer
Leonard Bernstein (“West Side
Story”) and his complex rela-
tionship with his wife Felicia
Montealegre (Carey Mulligan).
(Also streaming on Netflix
beginning Dec. 20.)

“Poor Things”: Yorgos Lan-
thimos’ films (“The Lobster,”
“The Favourite”) defy charac-
terization — black comedy?
Fantasy? Wildly creative
drama? All of  the above? His
latest features Emma Stone as
a Victorian woman reanimated
after her suicide.

Dec. 15
“Wonka”: Family movie

alert: Timothée Chalamet
plays the title role in this pre-
quel to “Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory,” directed by Paul
King, who made the delightful
“Paddington” movies.

“The Zone of  Interest”:
Jonathan Glazer (“Under the
Skin,” “Sexy Beast”) directs
this drama in which a com-
mandant at Auschwitz tries to
create a dream life there for
his family.

“All Of  Us Strangers”: A gay

London man (Andrew Scott)
mysteriously re-connects with
his long-dead parents (Claire
Foy, Jamie Bell) in Andrew
Haigh’s drama.

“American Fiction”: Winner
of  the People’s Choice Award
for best film at the Toronto
International Film Festival,
this literary comedy features
Jeffrey Wright as a Black nov-
elist who, frustrated when told
his books “aren’t Black
enough,” writes a pseudony-
mous novel steeped in racial
cliché.

“Anyone But You”: Need a
rom-com for Christmas week-
end? Here’s one: Sydney
Sweeney and Glen Powell play
a pair of  wedding guests pre-
tending to be a couple, and
surely we can guess what hap-
pens next.

“Aquaman and the Lost
Kingdom”: It’s not the holiday
season without at least one big
superhero movie, right? This
one features the return of
Jason Momoa’s Aquaman.

“Migration”: Kumail Nan-
jiani, Elizabeth Banks and
Awkwafina head the voice cast
for this cute-looking animated
comedy about a family of
ducks that gets lost while
attempting to head south for
the winter.

Dec. 25
“The Boys in the Boat”: It’s

been a long wait for the screen
version of  local author Daniel
James Brown’s bestselling
book about the University of

Washington crew team who
competed — against all odds —
at the 1936 Olympics. George
Clooney directs; Callum Turn-
er stars as rower Joe Rantz.

“The Color Purple”: First a
novel, then a movie, then a
Broadway musical and now a
movie version of  the Broadway
musical: Alice Walker’s book
of  a woman’s journey through
hardship to independence has
traveled a long road. Fantasia
Barrino, Taraji P. Henson and
Halle Bailey star in this latest
version.

“Ferrari”: Michael Mann’s
latest features the appropriate-
ly named Adam Driver as Enzo
Ferrari, founder of  the Italian
car company, as he enters a
team in a grueling thousand-
mile race across Italy in 1957.

Dates TBD
“The Crime Is Mine”: Based

on a 1934 play, this comedic
farce about murder and tabloid
fame in 1930s Paris looks like a
very chic kick — and it’s
directed by the always-interest-
ing French filmmaker Fran-
cois Ozon (“Swimming Pool,”
“8 Women”).

“Eileen”: Anne Hathaway
and Thomasin McKenzie
(“Last Night in Soho”) play two
women working in a prison in
this psychological thriller,
based on the award-winning
2015 novel by Ottessa Mosh-
fegh.

“Fast Charlie”: Pierce Bros-
nan, a charming presence
who’s struggled to find the

right vehicle after playing
James Bond years ago, here
goes dark, playing a violent hit
man trying to prove the identi-
ty of  a headless corpse.

“The Iron Claw”: This fact-
based drama from Sean Durkin
(“Martha Marcy May Mar-
lene”) is the story of  a family
of  professional wrestlers; Zac
Efron stars.

“Occupied City”: Academy
Award-winning filmmaker
Steve McQueen (“12 Years a
Slave”) turns his eye to docu-
mentary for this portrait of
the city of  Amsterdam and its
recovery from Nazi occupation
during World War II.

“Origin”: In this unique
drama from Ava DuVernay
(“Selma”), Aunjanue Ellis
depicts Isabel Wilkerson, the
real-life author of  “Caste: The
Origins of  Our Discontents,”
as she faces personal tragedy
while writing the book. In the
supporting cast are Audra
McDonald, Vera Farmiga, Nick
Offerman and Niecy Nash.

“The Taste of  Things”: Bring
your appetite to this one: Juli-
ette Binoche and Benoit Mag-
imel play a chef  and her
restaurant-owner employer in
this food-filled French roman-
tic drama set in 1880s France.

“Waitress: The Musical”:
Recorded from a 2021 Broad-
way performance, this stage
version of  the 2007 film about a
waitress who sees pie-baking
as a road out of  her troubles
stars Sara Bareilles, who also
wrote the music and lyrics.

By ALEXANDRA DEL ROSARIO
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Mark Cuban, a longtime
“Shark Tank” business guru,
says he is ready to invest less
time on-air and more of  it in
his personal life.

Cuban announced he will be
leaving ABC’s “Shark Tank”
after its 16th season in 2025,
more than a decade after he
first joined the main cast in
2012. The Dallas Mavericks
owner doubled down on his
decision, first announced last
week, telling the Hollywood
Reporter he wants to focus on
his children.

“I just want to have a couple
summers with my teens before
they go off  on their own,” he
told THR. “Nothing to do with
the show. I love it. I love being
on it. I love what [it] represents
and how it motivates entrepre-
neurs around the world.”

Representatives for ABC did
not confirm news of  Cuban’s
exit. A representative for
Cuban did not immediately
respond to the L.A. Times’
request for confirmation Tues-
day.

The 65-year-old businessman
has three children — 20-year-
old Alexis Sofia, 17-year-old
Alyssa and 14-year-old Jake —
with wife Tiffany Stewart. He
first revealed his plans to leave
“Shark Tank” during an
episode of  former NBA players
Matt Barnes’ and Stephen
Jackson’s “All The Smoke”
podcast released last week.

“This is our 15th year. Next
year, 16th year, is going to be
my last year. I got one more
year to go.” Cuban said before
adding, “It’s time.”

Cuban, who is also the co-
owner of  2929 Entertainment
and Cost Plus Drugs, made
his “Shark Tank” debut as a
guest judge in 2011. The follow-
ing year, he joined the main
cast and has since appeared in
hundreds of  episodes with fel-
low judges Daymond John,
Barbara Corcoran, Robert Her-
javec, Kevin O’Leary and Lori
Greiner. In the ABC series,
small-business owners pitch
their ideas before several pan-
elists, hoping to land deals that
could potentially skyrocket
their businesses to success.
During his tenure, Cuban has
invested in numerous “Shark
Tank” businesses — reported-
ly $29 million in at least 85
companies.

“It sends the message the
American Dream is a live and
well,” he said. “We’ve trained
… multiple generations of
entrepreneurs that if  some-
body can come from Iowa or
Sacramento or wherever, and
show up on the carpet of
‘Shark Tank’ and show their
business and get a deal, that’s
going to inspire generations of
kids,” Cuban added.

Elsewhere during his “All
The Smoke” appearance,
Cuban reflected on how
“lucky” he’d been in life,
telling the co-hosts, “When I
die, I want to come back as
me.”

Cuban
leaving
‘Shark
Tank’

Big month for cinema

Tribune News Service/Courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Taraji P. Henson as Shug Avery, Fantasia Barrino as Celie and Danielle Brooks as Sophia in Warner Bros. Pictures’
bold new take on a classic, “The Color Purple.”

End-of-year movie releases include
‘The Color Purple’ and King’s ‘Wonka’
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It’s all business

1) What did Hallmark start its business with
before making the change to greeting cards?

2) What was Chevron previously known
as before changing names in 1984?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Postcards
2) Standard Oil of California
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Continued from page 10
“We spent some time in

the weight room and this
is the kind of  time when
it pays off.”

The Patriots (2-1, 1-1
ACAC) started the third
quarter on a 6-2 run to
build an eight-point lead.
But they committed four
fouls, including an early
one on Dunnington, send-
ing him to the bench.

Things got rough when
Bihn picked up his third
foul to put the Warriors
(2-2, 0-1 ACAC) into the
bonus with Drew Fleek at
the line. 

After knocking down
the first shot, Fleek
missed but tracked down
his own miss before get-
ting fouled by Nichols,
who went to the bench.

Fleek missed both free
throws, but a pair of
offensive rebounds led to
Woodlan’s Oliver Adams
going to the line. He
missed the first but made
the second to end the
“free-throw-athon,” dur-
ing which the Warriors
only got two points on six
shots.

“When you leave with
empty possessions after
you put them in a bind,
that always hurts,” Wood-
lan coach John Baker
said. “So instead of  claw-
ing and getting those two
points, you end up with a
zero and go to the other
end and that hurts. It’s
deflating at times.”

Woodlan’s Braden
Smith would get sent to
the line next when
Crouch picked up his
third, forcing him out
and Dunnington back in
despite having three
fouls. Smith knocked
both down, but the War-
riors wouldn’t return to
the stripe for the final
three and a half  minutes.

Instead, the Patriots
went on a run. They
scored six consecutive
points that started with a
steal and transition buck-
et by Liam Garringer.
After a timeout called by
Bomholt, the Patriots
slowed things down by
running dribble hand-
offs, resulting in back-to-
back baskets from Dun-
nington and Crouch.

“We were running out
of  post guys … so we
were trying to buy a little
time,” Bomholt said.
“Ended up, when we went
to it we got a couple of
baskets off  of  it, which
doesn’t happen very
often.”

Jay County ended the
quarter on an 8-3 run.

To start the fourth, the
Patriots punched the
Warriors in the mouth.
After sitting on the bench
for most of  the third

quarter, Bihn converted
back-to-back layups to
kick off  the fourth as the
Patriots broke Woodlan’s
press.

“We were looking to
push it, score on them
and play hard the first
three minutes and break
their will to keep playing
in the game,” Bihn said.
“We were communicat-
ing on the floor. We were
struggling with that in
the first half  there we
weren't communicating
what we're getting into
with half  the team run-
ning in two different
plays.”

Bihn scored seven of
his 12 points in the fourth
quarter, while Garringer
was right behind him
with six of  his team-high
14. Garringer had four
easy points on sideline
out of  bounds plays as
Gradin Swoveland hit

him cutting to the rim for
wide open layups.

Dunnington carried
the offensive load in the
first half, with seven
points on 3-of-4 from the
field.

Only one Warrior
broke double digits as
Smith splashed in four 3-
pointers and shot 5-for-6
from the charity stripe
for a game-high 17.

“I think we just had too
many kids that con-
tributed” Bomholt said.
“We had really good
bench play.

“Our kids did a good
job. And they hung in
there and they made
some plays. And once we
got the lead up early and
say second half, we never
let them catch back up.”

Junior varsity
The Patriots staved off

a fourth-quarter come-
back to beat Woodlan 44-
34.

Jay County (3-0)
exploded for 24 first-half
points led by Cole
Forthofer, who had 12
through the first two
periods. The Patriots
doubled up the Warriors
through the first two
periods, leading 24-12 at
the half.

Woodlan started to
mount a comeback in the
final period when Jordan
Halsey scored eight
points. 

Time was on the Patri-
ots’ side as the clock
expired before the War-
riors could get within
striking distance.

Forthofer led the Patri-
ots with 16 points while
Halsey was Woodlan’s
leader with 15.

Kade Sommers had
eight points and Eli Dirk-
sen added seven for Jay
County.

The Commercial Review
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys wrestling at
Western – p a.m.; Girls basketball vs.
Fort Recovery – 12 p.m.; Boys basket-
ball (including freshmen) at Fort Recov-
ery – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
Jay County – 12 p.m.; Boys basketball
(including freshman) vs. Jay County – 6
p.m.; Middle school boys basketball
vs. Mississinawa Valley – 10 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high girls bas-

ketball at Selma – 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high boys basketball vs. Union City – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swimming dual-
meet at Hagerstown – 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls basketball vs.

Munice Central – 6 p.m.; Swimming vs.
Oak Hill – 6 p.m.; Boys wrestling tri-
meet at home– 6 p.m.; Junior high girls
basketball vs. Muncie Southside – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Middle school boys
basketball vs. New Knoxville – 5 p.m.;
Middle school girls basketball at New
Knoxville – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

10 a.m. — Soccer: Premier
League – Wolverhampton at Aresnal
(USA)

Noon — College football: Miami –
Ohio at Toledo (ESPN); Oklahoma State
at Texas (ABC)

Noon — Men’s college basketball:
Syracuse at Virginia (ESPN2); Bucknell
at Penn State (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college bas-
ketball: Marquette at Wisconsin (FOX)

12:30 p.m. — Soccer: Premiere
League – Everton at Nottingham Forest
(NBC)

1:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: Bowling Green at Iowa (FS1)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Memphis at Mississippi (ESPN2)

2:30 p.m. — Golf: PGA Tour – Hero
World Challenge (NBC)

3 p.m. — College football: Boise
State at UNLV (FOX)

3 p.m. — Soccer: Premier League –
Manchester United at Newcastle Unit-
ed (USA); International Friendly – China
vs. United States (TNT)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Michigan at Oregon (FS1)

4 p.m. — College football: Georgia
at Alabama (CBS); Prairie View A&M at
Florida A&M (ESPN2); SMU at Tulane
(ABC); Appalachian State at Troy
(ESPN)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Illinois at Rutgers (BTN)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: TCU at Georgetown (FS1)

6 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Minnesota at Penn State (BTN)

7 p.m. — Mixed martial arts: UFC –
Punahele Soriano at Dustin Stoltzfus
(ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Rhode Island at Providence (FS1)

8 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Miami Heat (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — College football:
Louisville at Florida State (ABC); Michi-
gan at Iowa (FOX)

10 p.m. — College football: South-
ern Illinois at Idaho (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: USC at Gonzaga (ESPN)

Sunday
9 a.m. — Premier League: Brighton

& Hove Albion at Chelsea (USA)
1 p.m. — NFL: Indianapolis Colts at

Tennessee Titans (CBS); Detroit Lions
at New Orleans Saints (FOX)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Auburn at Appalachian State (ESPN)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: South Carolina at Duke (ABC)

1:30 p.m. — PGA Tour: Hero World
Challenge (NBC)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Oregon at Baylor (FS1)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Wichita State at Missouri (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: UConn at Texas (ABC)

4 p.m. — NFL: Carolina Panthers at
Tampa Bay Bucccaneers (CBS)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Creighton at Nebraska (FS1)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Georgetown at Northwestern (BTN)

5 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Ohio State at Tennessee (ESPN)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: San Francisco
49ers at Philadelphia Eagles (FOX)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Minnesota at Ohio State (BTN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Kansas City
Chiefs at Green Bay Packers (NBC)

Monday
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Iowa at Purdue (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at
Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Cincinnati Ben-
gals at Jacksonville Jaguars (ABC)

10 p.m. — NBA: New Orleans Peli-
cans at Sacramento Kings (TNT)

10 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at
Vegas Golden Knights (Bally Indiana)

Tuesday
6:;30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Florida Atlantic at Illinois (ESPN);
Delaware at Xavier (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks
at Milwaukee Bucks (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Buffalo at Butler (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
North Carolina at UConn (ESPN); Seton
Hall at Baylor (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at
Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)
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Doctor of Divinity in Honorary degree from World
Evangelical University, Yaangoon, Myanmar.
University Mission Goal:

1. Too teach thhe Gosppel of Christ natiion to natiion.
2. Too trraain, equipp and prepare men and women

empoweeriing in sppiriitual lifee.
3. Too trraain internatiional missionaries and local trriibe

missionariies.
From this December, 2023, the University is going to first

time challenge to raise funds of $400,000 to complete a new
three-story building for classes (24’ x 150’).

In order to fulfill this very important project, we are
inviting you to participate and donate funds. Please, we
need help from individuals, families and organizations.
Yoour help will never be in vain and your name will be
placed on the cornerstone in the new building wall.

Contact foor more infoormation or
make a doonation:

Dr. Ah Khi, PHD, president
by emailing worldem2020@gmail.com
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          World Evangelical University is a non-profit corporation and a self-supporting Mission

Get your local news
online at thecr.com

Sports on tap

The Patriots have
shown excellence on both
sides of  the floor already
in this season.

Only allowing eight
points between both the
eighth and seventh grade
teams just reinforces
their dominance.

The Jay County Junior
High School girls basket-

ball teams gave up four
points each in crushing
wins over the Woodlan
Warriors on Thursday.

The eighth graders beat
Woodlan 39-4 while the
seventh graders won 47-4.

Seventh grader Karsyn
Schwieterman led all
scorers with 17 points.
The only other double-

digit scorer for the Patri-
ots (6-0) was Charlee
Peters with 14. Other scor-
ers included Avery Snow
with eight, and Alivya
Schwieterman and Clau-
dia Dirksen both with
four.

The eighth graders (5-1)
once again had more bal-
anced scoring. Kylie

Shannon narrowly led the
Patriots with seven
points.

There were four Patri-
ots who dropped six
points, including Eliza-
beth Brunswick, Amelia
Heath, Raylin Hummer
and Gabi Petro. Amara
Crawford and Natalie May
both scored four.

JC junior high slams Woodlan

Physical ...
Jay County Patriots vs.

Woodlan Warriors

Boys varsity summary

Woodlan (2-2, 0-1 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Sparks 1-3 0-0 2
Moore 1-7 0-0 3
Fleek 3-8 1-4 7
Kuntz 0-0 0-0 0
Meyer 0-2 1-2 1
Smith 4-14 5-6 17
Yoder 5-11 1-3 11
Adams 0-1 1-2 1
Totals 14-46 9-17 42

.304 .529
Def. rebound percentage: .667

Jay County (2-1, 1-0 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Nichols 1-3 0-0 7
Muhlnkmp 0-3 0-0 0
Edwards 1-1 0-0 2
Garringer 6-11 2-2 14
Dunnington 4-6 0-0 9
Crouch 2-3 1-2 5
Forthofer 0-0 0-0 0
Bihn 5-9 2-3 12
Swoveland 2-6 1-2 6
Totals 21-42 6-9 55

.500 .667
Def. rebound percentage: .476

Score by quarters:
Woodlan 9 12 9 12 —42
Jay Co. 15 10 14 16 —55

3-point shooting: Woodlan 5-17
(Smith 4-10, Moore 1-4, Sparks 0-1,
Fleek 0-2). Jay County 3-11 (Nichols
1-2, Dunnington 1-3, Swoveland 1-3,
Garringer 0-1, Muhlenkamp 0-2).

Rebounds: Woodlan 24 (Yoder 7,
Fleek 5, Meyer 5, Moore 2, Adams 2,
Sparks, Kuntz, Smith). Jay County 19
(Bihn 6, Muhlenkamp 3, Garringer 3,
Swoveland 3, Nichols, Dunnington,
Crouch).

Assists: Woodlan 10 (Sparks 7,
Moore 2, Adams). Jay County 14
(Swoveland 7, Crouch 3, Nichols 2,
Muhlenkamp, Garringer, Dunnington).

Blocks: Woodlan 1 (Adams). Jay
County 5 (Garringer 2, Swoveland 2,
Dunnington).

Personal fouls: Woodlan 15 (Fleek
3, Smith 3, Moore 2, Meyer 2, Yoder
2, Sparks, Kuntz, Adams). Jay Coun-
ty 19 (Crouch 5, Bihn 4, Nichols 3,
Dunnington 3, Garringer 2, Swove-
land 2).

Turnovers: Woodlan 15. Jay County
11.

Box score



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

At the 7 minute, 47 second,
mark in the third quarter, for-
ward Trevin Dunnington got
whistled for his third foul. 

Then center Westly Bihn
picked up his third at 4:18.

Three seconds later, starting
point guard Parker Nichols com-
mitted his third.

Back-to-back fouls by forward
Ben Crouch saddled him with
three at 3:33.

The Patriots’ front court was
thinning out and the Warriors
were shooting as many free
throws as they wanted. However,
the Warriors had a problem.
They couldn’t knock down foul
shots and gave up easy baskets
on the other end.

Jay County High School’s boys
basketball team survived a
tumultuous third quarter and
came out strong in the fourth to
put away  the Woodlan Warriors
55-42 in the Allen County Athlet-
ic Conference opener Friday
night.

“The way this game was going
… you want to talk about a phys-
ical basketball game?” JCHS
coach Jerry Bomholt said. “Two
years ago we couldn’t play this
game because they wouldn’t
have been strong enough. 

See Physical page 9

www.thecr.com The Commercial ReviewPage 10

Sports
Saturday, December 2, 2023

JCHS and FRHS basketball
teams square off today,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com
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Getting physical
ANDERSON — The

Patriots split in their first
dual meet of  the season
with wide margins.

Two days later, they saw
similar results for the
girls, while the boys closed
the gap.

The Jay County High
School swim teams took on
the Anderson Indians on
Thursday with the girls
winning 133-46 while the
boys fell 108-62.

The girls (2-0) took the
top spot in 10 of  the 12
events. Morgan DeHoff  led
the way with a pair of  wins
in the 100-yard butterfly
and the 100 breaststroke
with times of  1 minute,
15.25 seconds, and 1:21.14,
respectively. She was also
on the 200 and 400 freestyle
relays that took first place.

After failing to win an
event against Bluffton, the
boys won  two Thursday. 

David Keen was victori-
ous in the butterfly,  with a
time of  1:10.66.

Brasen Glassford took
the diving win uncontested
with a score of  106.7.

Other first-place finishes
for the girls came from the
200 medley relay (2:17.06),
Aubrey Millspaugh in the
200 freestyle (2:28.82),
Maisey Keller in the 200 IM
(2:54.09), Maddy Snow in
the diving (202.5), Zion
Beiswanger in the 500
freestyle (6:41.34) and Ken-
zie Huey in the 100 back-
stroke (1:13.29).

JCHS
swim
splits
with
Indians

Patriots
show strength

in fighting
off Woodlan

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Ben Crouch (22) finishes a layup in the second quarter Friday as Jay County High
School opened Allen County Athletic conference play with a 55-42 victory.


