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Sandy Denney, 68, Port-
land

Twila Mock, 64, Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  41 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 34.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the upper 20s. Expect
mostly sunny skies Thursday
with a high in the upper 40s
and winds gusting to 30 miles
per hour.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Indiana Bureau of  Motor
Vehicles branches will have a
delayed opening Thursday.
Branches will open at 10 a.m.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls basketball
game against Muncie Central.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — A
moratorium on cannabis
dispensaries in the village
is in place.

Fort Recovery Village
Council approved an ordi-
nance Monday prohibiting
medical and recreational
marijuana dispensaries
from setting up and selling
products within village
limits.

The decision comes in
response to Ohio voters
legalizing recreational
marijuana for 21-year-old
adults and older via their
favorable vote on Issue 2 in
last month’s election. Per
the law, residents may
grow their own products at
home, but there is a limit
of  six plants per person or
12 plants per residence.
(There are also other spec-
ifications, such as making
sure it isn’t accessible to
children or teenagers.)

The moratorium doesn’t

prohibit residents from
using cannabis at their
own homes, but it does pre-
vent businesses from sell-
ing marijuana in the vil-
lage. Although the law
takes effect Thursday, it
takes about nine months
for dispensaries to obtain
licenses to sell recreation-
al marijuana, noted village
administrator Randy
Diller.

Council passed the ordi-
nance unanimously.

In other business, coun-
cil members:

•Were reminded they
did not purchase the 89
acres of  land located along
the east edge of  Fort
Recovery. Diller noted the
auction price exceeded
their budgeted amount,
although he noted plans to
meet with the buyer, who
Diller said had expressed
interest in working with
the village. 

See FR page 2

FR bans dispensaries

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A tie on election day ended up
unofficially uncontested when it
came time for the tiebreaker.

Portland City Council mem-
bers on Monday unanimously
voted for incumbent Democrat
Dave Golden to retain his at-large
council seat over Republican
Larry Nuckols, who had asked to
be removed from consideration
because of  health issues.

Council members also
approved three requests for eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) funding.

Golden and Nuckols finished
in a tie for second place in a
three-way race for the city’s two
at-large council seats in the Nov.
7 election. They each received 485
votes while Ashley Hilfiker won
with 669.

By Indiana Code, such a tie is
broken by the fiscal body, which
in this case is Portland City
Council.

Jay County clerk Jon Eads
explained Tuesday that since
the election, Nuckols contacted
his office and requested that
his name be removed from the
ballot because of  health issues.
However, it was past the dead-
line for a candidate to be
removed from the ballot. He
said Nuckols subsequently con-
tacted city officials to ask that
he be removed from considera-
tion.

Council honored that
request.

“In light of  that fact that Mr.
Golden at this time is actually
the only candidate, I would
make a motion that we vote for
Dave Golden to break that tie,”
said council president Kent
McClung.

Council members Don Gille-
spie, Janet Powers, Matt
Goldsworthy, Michele Brewster,
Mike Aker and McClung then
voted unanimously for Golden
to fill the council seat. (Golden
abstained, as required by Indi-
ana Code.)

“I wish Larry a quick and
complete recovery relative to
his health issues,” said Golden. 

See Broken page 2

Tie broken
for Golden

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

In August, Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation agreed to a
contract with the county through
the end of  the year.

Amidst high tensions, details
for 2024 are still being hammered
out.

Jay County Commissioners
met with JCDC executive direc-
tor Travis Richards and board
member Barb Street during a spe-
cial session Monday to hash out
specifics in a contract for 2024.

County attorney Wes Scheme-
naur walked through items in the
one-year service agreement,
which lists services JCDC would

provide to the county. Commis-
sioners and JCDC representa-
tives spent more than an hour dis-
cussing JCDC’s role.

Per discussion about the pro-
posed contract Monday, JCDC
would not be serving as a “liaison
to Jay County municipalities for
securing grants,” with the role
instead falling to community
coordinator Nate Kimball, who is
employed through commission-
ers’ contract with East Central
Indiana Regional Planning Dis-
trict. Both parties shared griev-
ances Monday with one another
over issues that have been brew-
ing for more than a year. 

See Contract page 5

JCDC, county
at odds over
’24 contract

Tribune News Service/AFP via Getty Images/Gil Cohen-Magen

Battles continue
An Israeli artillery unit is pictured near the border with

the Gaza Strip on Tuesday amid continuing battles between Israel and
the militant group Hamas. Israel said it would consider another short-
term cease-fire if an agreement can be reached with Hamas to return
more of its 137 hostages still in captivity.

Recreational marijuana
becomes legal in Ohio

beginning on Thursday

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Star student
Third grader Hunter Hamilton holds up a star put together by Bloomfield

Elementary students during the school’s practice session for its Christmas
program Tuesday morning at East Jay Elementary.

Nuckols asked
to be removed
from council

consideration
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35th Annual
Jay County Farm Toy Show

Sun, Dec. 10, 2023 
from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
In the green Bob Schmit Memorial 

Building at the Jay Co. Fairgrounds
Portland, IN

Admission: $3/Adults, $2 Youth,
12 & Under Free with an adult.

Brows thru 70+ tables of new and used 
farm toys and a few related crafts.  You 

up to pedal tractors with scaled size imple-

something special for the farm enthusiast 
in your family, regardless of their age!

Handicap accessible. Plenty of parking.
Concessions in the side room by local 

For more info call or text: 
260-726-6433 or 260-251-0463

ShowGun & Knife
Gun & Knife All state and 

federal laws 
apply

Delaware County FairgroundsDelaware County Fairgrounds
Muncie, IndianaMuncie, Indiana

Saturday, December 9Saturday, December 9 
Sunday, December 10Sunday, December 10 

Buy, Sell and Trade.Buy, Sell and Trade. For more info 765-993-8942       For more info 765-993-8942 

Admission $6Admission $6 IN CONCERT
Portland First Church of the Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland, IN 47371
Sunday, December 10, 2023 @ 6:00 PM

FREE ADMISSION          A LOVE OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN

www.thecraguns.com

Sandy Denney
Oct. 13, 1955-Dec. 4, 2023

Sandy Denney, age 68, a for-
mer resident of  Portland,
passed away on Monday, Dec. 4,
2023, at Ball Hospital in Muncie. 

Sandy was born on Oct. 13,
1955, in Muncie, Indiana, the
daughter James and Louise
(Anderson) Denney. She attend-
ed school in Jay County before
living in a group home in New
Castle for over 30 years.

In the last three-plus years

she was a resi-
dent of  Albany
Health and
Rehab. While at
Albany, Sandy
loved to visit the
staff  and other
residents. She
also loved taking
friends out to eat
and shop. Her favorite holiday
was Halloween and she enjoyed
watching reruns of  Sammy
Terry on the TV. 

Survivors include:

Brother — Robert Denney
(wife: Donna) 

Sister — Rebecca El-Bendary,
Tennessee 

Nieces — Sheila Scully (hus-
band: Joshua), Heather Denney,
Portland, Indiana, and Ameana
Busic (husband: Casey), Ten-
nessee

Nephew — Clay Denney, Port-
land, Indiana

Several great-nieces and
great-nephews

Visitation will be held Friday
from 1 to 2 p.m. at Williamson-

Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland. Funeral
services will follow at 2 p.m. on
Friday at the funeral home. Pas-
tor Herb Hummel will officiate
and burial will follow at Green
Park Cemetery.  

Memorials may be directed to
Gideon’s International. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.

Twila Mock, Dunkirk, June 5,
1959-Dec. 2, 2023. Services will

be at 1 p.m. Wednesday at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Denney

Today
Brunswick, Cyril: 10:30

a.m., St. Peter Catholic Church,
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery.

Rains, Paula: 11 a.m., Hill-
crest Cemetery, Redkey.

Mock, Twila: 1 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Friday
Denney, Sandy: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Iliff, Anita: 6 p.m., Wayne
Street Methodist Church, 130 N.
Wayne St., St. Marys, Ohio. 

Saturday
Timmerman, Alma: 10:30

a.m., St. Paul Catholic Church,
517 Meiring Road, Fort Recov-
ery, Ohio. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
“I regret that someone’s misfor-

tune results in my good fortune.
“I thank those of  you who did

vote for me. If  you didn’t, it’s my
goal to win your trust, your confi-
dence that I am doing my very best
up here. 

“I appreciate the opportunity
that the Lord has seen fit to grant
me.”

He also thanked Eads and his
department for their work, saying
he never considered requesting a
recount because he had no doubts
about the integrity of  the election.

Council members gave unani-
mous approvals to three requests
for EDIT funding, following the
recommendation of  the city’s
EDIT advisory committee.

It OK’d loans of  $188,250 to
Wheel & Spoke Antique Mall for a
roof  replacement and $75,000 to
Reclaiming Design for interior
renovations. 

Both loans are at zero interest
and zero payments for three years,
followed by a five-year payback
with an interest rate at one per-
centage point above prime. If  the
businesses meet certain criteria —
Wheel & Spoke must complete con-
struction by spring 2025 and have
at least 100 vendor spaces while
Reclaiming Design must complete
the work and invest a minimum of
$180,000 — 50% of  the loan amount
will be forgiven.

Also approved was an additional
$8,500 for Jay County Development
Corporation to cover its projected
budget deficit for 2024.

In other business:
•Mayor John Boggs, attending

his first meeting in person since
early September as he has been
recovering from a stroke, present-
ed plaques to outgoing council
members Gillespie and Powers.
Gillespie has served four terms on
council while Powers has served
two. Both decided not to seek re-
election this year. “It’s been a very,
very big honor in my life to serve
as the mayor of  this city,” added
Boggs, who finished third in a
four-way Republican primary in
May and will end his term Dec. 31.
“I’ve missed the last few weeks not
being in the office, and I’ll defi-
nitely miss it from now on. Thank
you very much.”

•Powers asked about the status
of  the project to replace the Indi-
ana 26 (Water Street) bridge over
the Salamonie River on the east
edge of  Portland. Clerk-treasurer
Lori Phillips said the latest update
from Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT) calls for a
target completion date of  Dec. 19.
(The project was originally sched-
uled for completion in November.)

•Golden asked whether an
INDOT project to pave Meridian
Street in Portland is still on track
for 2025. Phillips said the project is
out for bid this month and is still
in INDOT’s plans for next year.

•Council approved a request
from police chief  Steve Schlechty
to utilize $36,990 from funds
brought in via off  truck route tick-
ets for the purchase of  two 2015
Ford Explorers for the police

department. Schlechty noted that
more than $72,500 has come in
already via the tickets with a total
of  more than $98,000 expected.
(Golden praised powers for her for
leadership on the issue, as she had
pushed for increasing fines for
such violations prior to the two
major projects that shut down U.S.
27 and Indiana 26 this year. Coun-
cil increased fines to $275 for a
first offense and $500 for each addi-
tional offense. The previous fine
was $25.

•Golden asked about the status
of  proposals for recording and
live-streaming city meetings. (By
state law, such meetings must be
live-streamed and recorded begin-
ning July 1, 2025.) Phillips said
bids will be opened at Thursday’s
Portland Board of  Works meeting
and then shared with council.

•McClung asked about ordi-
nances regarding camping trail-
ers. City attorney Wes Scheme-
naur said such rules are likely in
the city’s zoning ordinance. He
said he would double-check exist-
ing restrictions, but also advised
that council may want to look into
addressing the issue.

•Following a question from
Goldsworthy, council learned city
leaf  pick-up will continue through
the end of  the week. Residents are
asked to rake leaves to the edge of,
but not into, the street.

•Golden complimented the city’s
Christmas decorations.

•Council approved nepotism and
conflict of  interest disclosures and
payment of  claims.

Broken ...

Continued from page 1
Council authorized Diller and Mayor

Dave Kaup on Nov. 20 to bid on and pur-
chase the land, which could be used for
potential residential growth with some
space for commercial businesses as well.

•Passed a few legislative items on sec-
ond readings, including setting pay
schedules for village personnel —
employees are getting at least 4% raises
in 2024 — renewing a two-year contract
with village solicitor Erin Abels and
authorizing and establishing publication

requirements as Fort Recovery’s website
and Facebook page.

•Heard from Brian Miller, a rural Celi-
na resident who is vying for the Republi-
can nomination for a commissioner seat
in the 2024 election.

•Learned the village has no prospective
candidates for the open utility superin-
tendent position, which was vacated by
Ryan Thien in early November. Diller
said he plans to talk to utility employees
this week to put together a plan moving
forward.

FR ...

Cow hit
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and $5,000
after a cow ran in front of
a Portland man’s vehicle,
causing an accident along
county road 200 South
about 6:44 p.m. Nov. 29.

Todd R. Eley, 57, was
driving his 2016 Polaris
Ranger along the road
when a cow ran in front of
his path, according to a
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office report. He wasn’t
able to stop before hitting
the animal. Eley’s vehicle
was towed due to disabling
damage.

Deer hit
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and
$25,000 for three vehicle

accidents involving deer
in Jay County recently.

Donna L. Durham, 39,
Hartford City, was driving
a 2002 Ford F-150 north-
west on Como Road near
county road 900 South
about 6:10 p.m. Friday
when a deer ran in front of
her path. Durham swerved
to avoid hitting the deer,
causing the vehicle to roll
into the field. The truck
was towed, with damage
estimated between $10,000
and $25,000.

William H. Bolka, 67,
Muncie, was driving south
on U.S. 27 just south of
county road 300 North
about 5:44 p.m. Saturday
when a deer ran in front of
his 2018 Toyota Tundra. 

See page 5

Capsule Reports

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.57
Jan. corn ..................4.77
Wheat ......................5.42

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.57
Dec. corn ..................4.67
Jan. corn ..................4.77

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.32
Jan. corn ..................4.72
Beans ......................12.72

Jan. beans ..............12.82
Wheat ...................... 5.87

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.37
Jan. corn ..................4.59
Beans ......................12.68
Jan. beans ..............12.74
Wheat ......................5.56

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.42
Jan. corn ..................4.52
Beans ......................12.47
Jan. beans ..............12.55
Wheat ......................5.27

Lotteries

In 1484, Pope Inno-
cent VIII condemned
witchcraft, which led to
an effort to prosecute
those accused of  being
witches in Germany.

In 1757, King Freder-
ick the Great of  Prussia
defeated Austria in the
battle at Leuthen during
the Seven Years’ War.

In 1782, President
Martin Van Buren was
born in Kinderhook,
New York. He was one of
the founders of  the Dem-
ocratic Party, was elected
to the U.S. Senate in 1821,
served as vice president
under Andrew Jackson
and won the 1836 presi-
dential election.

In 1848, President
James K. Polk confirmed
the discovery of  gold in
California during his
annual message to Con-
gress.

In 1864, President
Abraham Lincoln nomi-
nated Salmon P. Chase
for Chief  Justice of  the

Supreme Court. He was
sworn in nine days later
and held the post for
more than nine years
before he died following
a stroke in May 7, 1873.

In 1901, Walt Disney
was born in Chicago, Illi-
nois. He produced
movies and TV shows,
and he planned and built
Disneyland near Los
Angeles.

In 2005, the Jay Coun-
ty Development Corpora-
tion board of  directors
approved another one-
year contract with Bob
Quadrozzi to be its exec-
utive director.

In 2021, Jay County
Council approved up to
$700,000 in American
Rescue Plan Act funds
toward a project to con-
vert the former Judge
Haynes Elementary
School building into a
facility for child care.
(The funding was later
rescinded.)

—The CR

CR almanac

52/39 54/47 59/40 48/26 40/30
Thursday’s

forecast
shows sunny
skies with
temperatures
sticking
between the
40s and 50s.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Monday, when
the high won’t
go past 40
degrees.

More rain
is possible
Sunday with
a mixture of
snow as well.
Otherwise,
mostly
cloudy.

Tempera-
tures will con-
tinue to climb
into the mid
50s on Friday,
when there’s a
30% chance of
rain.

Rain is like-
ly on Saturday
with a 90%
chance of
showers day
and night.

Thursday
12/7

Friday
12/8

Saturday
12/9

Sunday
12/10

Monday
12/11

Powerball
Monday
18-19-27-28-45
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$435 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$377 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-4-0
Daily Four: 4-8-5-7
Quick Draw: 4-6-10-13-

19-22-24-25-28-30-35-38-44-
51-58-62-65-69-72-80

Evening
Daily Three: 0-4-3

Daily Four: 7-2-6-0
Quick Draw: 4-5-9-14-

17-20-21-26-40-44-48-49-55-
59-62-65-68-74-75-76

Cash 5: 4-12-22-28-31
Estimated jackpot:

$95,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-2-3
Pick 4: 7-5-5-7
Pick 5: 0-0-4-0-3
Evening
Pick 3: 7-2-8
Pick 4: 8-8-2-3
Pick 5: 6-3-1-3-6
Rolling Cash: 5-10-22-

25-37
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Thursday
4 p.m. — Board of

Works, mayor’s office,
city hall, 321 N. Meridi-
an St.

Friday
8 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Com-

mission executive ses-
sion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

8:45 a.m. — Portland
Redevelopment Com-
mission, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or

suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and rela-
tives who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County

Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

Dirksen
Andrew Louis, a son, was

born Nov. 26 to Deidre and Ben-
jamin Dirksen of  Winchester
at St. Vincent Randolph Hospi-
tal.

He weighed 9 pounds, 7
ounces.

Grandparents are Dennis
and Donna Chenoweth of  Port-
land and Matthew and Paula
Dirksen of  Winchester. Great-
grandparents are Max and

Shelba Chenoweth of  Portland,
Arnold and Martha Hilgeford
of  Portland and Sally Dirksen
of  Portland.

Eicher
Amos J.E., a son, was born

Oct. 31 to John B. and Esther
S.C. Eicher. 

He weighed 8 pounds, 6
ounces. Grandparents are Pete
A.J. and Ruby E. Eicher, and
Christie S. and Elizabeth C.
Schwartz. Great-grandparents

are John H. and Esther U.
Schwartz.

Mills
Ainsley Eileen, a daughter,

was born Nov. 7 to Alicia Felix
and Dylan Mills of  Winchester at
St. Vincent Randolph Hospital.
She weighed 6 pounds, 2 ounces.

Grandparents are Kathy and
Shawn Felix, Springport, Geneva
Limbert Jones and Bob Jones,
Ridgeville, and Barry Mills, Port-
land. Great-grantparents are

Paula Thrasher, Otter Lake,
Michigan. 

Roberts
Finn Laurence, a son, was

born Nov. 22 to Bryce and Katie
Roberts of  Portland at St. Vin-
cent Randolph in Winchester. 

He weighed 8 pounds, 9
ounces.

Grandparents are Brian and
Debbie Aker and Les and Beth
Roberts. Great-grandparents are
Charlie and Janie Keller, Kay

and Lawrence Roberts, Dick and
Bonnie Aker and Karen John-
son.

Shetler
Lucinda S.E., a daughter, was

born Oct. 23 to Stephen F. and
Elizabeth S.C. Shetler.  

She weighed 6 pounds. 
Grandparents are Jacob M. and

Freida M. Shetler and Christie S.
and Elizabeth C. Schwartz. Great-
grandparents are John H. and
Esther U. Schwartz.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Birth announcements

DEAR ABBY: Three
days before my daughter
“Ginger’s” wedding, her
fiance called to announce
that he could not marry
her because she’s bisexu-
al. It’s something he knew
about for a year but waited
until three days before the
wedding to mention.

Needless to say, my hus-
band and I were shocked,
embarrassed and devas-
tated. We had gone to a
wedding with Ginger and
her fiance the Saturday
before her wedding date,
and they were excited
about their own wedding,
talking about the home
they were building and
about having a baby. By
the following Wednesday,
it was over! She has reim-
bursed us for half  of  our
expenses for the wedding. 

Ginger has since been
involved mostly with
women who have stolen
from her, treated her badly
and lied to her. We no
longer trust our daughter
because we thought she
was happily engaged, but
she lied when she told us
how happy she was and
how great she and her
fiance got along. We can-
not accept the current sit-
uation, and our relation-

ship with her is now very
strained. 

We told her to live her
life but not to bring these
women around. Since
then, she has chosen to
stay away. We miss our
daughter but are not will-
ing to accept this behavior.
We don’t think Ginger is
even trying to gain back
our trust. Please give us
your best advice. — LOST
IN LOUISIANA

DEAR LOST: Has it
occurred to you that
your daughter may be a
lesbian who tried to
appease you and her
father by claiming to be
bisexual? It is a blessing
to all concerned that the
wedding was canceled. 

If  you’re a regular
reader of  my column,
you surely must be
aware that some women
have dysfunctional
“manpickers.” In your
daughter’s case, she’s

having the same prob-
lem choosing her female
partners. Rejecting her
because you don’t want
“those women” around
is not the solution to
her problem. Instead,
suggest she seek coun-
seling at the nearest
LGBTQ community cen-
ter so she won’t contin-
ue seeking love in all
the wrong places.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My

boyfriend and I were excit-
ed to go on an $11,000
Caribbean cruise. His 22-
year-old son was not that
enthusiastic. We invited
him to join us for dinner,
shows or to play games,
but the majority of  the
time he refused. The only
time he’d join us was for
events that were paid for
in advance. 

He called his mom,
grandmother and girl-
friend every night, but not
once did he call his
father’s mother. To me, it
seems like he’s not inter-
ested in his father, grand-
ma or me. The moment we
arrived home from vaca-
tion, he bolted out the
door to meet his girlfriend
and slept at his mom’s
house. What can I do to

bring this family togeth-
er? — SOCIAL DISASTER

DEAR SOCIAL DISAS-
TER: Although at 22
your boyfriend’s son is
legally an adult, he did-
n’t act like one on that
trip. In fact, he demon-
strated that he was
uninterested and didn’t
want to interact with
his father or with you.
It is nice of  you to want
to bring him and his dad
closer, but it’s time for
you to step back and let
them work it out. Noth-
ing you can do will fix
this.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Four

years ago, I lost my hus-
band of  20 years. After it
happened, I told his
younger brother, whom he
was closest to, that I was
going to write about him.
However, some things
have stopped me. I lost our
dog six months ago and
watched her follow a simi-
lar path as my late hus-
band, which hurt me
deeply. The other reason
is, I believe his family may
not want to know the
truth. 

His brother thinks my
husband was a great man.
He did have good qualities,

but he wasn’t the saint his
brother thinks he was. He
was emotionally abusive
and he raped me numer-
ous times. He often yelled
at our dog for simple
things, and he wasn’t
faithful, either. So —
should I write the story
they don’t want to hear? —
PEN IN HAND IN TEXAS

DEAR PEN: They say
the pen is mightier than
the sword. But if  you
want to continue to
interact with these for-
mer in-laws, refrain
from the temptation to
use it to cut their broth-
er down to size. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My

boyfriend, "Rick," and I
broke up 10 years ago and
reunited two years ago.
I'm in good health, own
my own home, and am
financially independent.
Rick is nine years older.
He owns his own home
and is retired. We have
been seeing each other
every week for the last
two years. He has spent
many hours painting and
doing repairs to my
house. I cook for him and
give him massages, and
we have a fantastic sex
life. 

So, what is the prob-
lem? Rick is emotionally
involved with another
woman. He claims they
aren't in any way sexually
involved. Should I tell her
about his involvement
with me? I have her name,
address and phone num-
ber. Rick refuses to tell
her about me because he
says it will "upset her." I
think she ought to know.
What do you think I
should do? I love him
dearly and don't want to
lose him. — BEING
PLAYED IN NEW JER-
SEY?

DEAR BEING
PLAYED?: Listen to
your intuition. The first
thing you should do (if
you haven't) is ask Rick
WHY that woman's
knowing about you
would "upset" her.
(Does she think his
relationship with her is
exclusive?) The second
would be to tell him you
would like him to intro-
duce the two of  you. If
he refuses, call her. You
deserve to know exactly
what's going on, which
may be that they are
much more involved
than he has been admit-
ting.

Dear
Abby

Parents upset by daughter’s love life

Community Calendar
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(Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Dec. 12,
2007. Everyone has problems and
challenges in life. Sometimes it
takes a little reminder like the one
Jack got here in order to gain a lit-
tle perspective.)
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Okay, I’ll admit it, I was feeling
sorry for myself.

An early winter cold had
knocked me down, and I was feel-
ing miserable. I was also stress-
ing about the upcoming holi-
days, the annual Christmas
Greetings edition, and a news-
room staff  that’s suddenly lean-
er than it ought to be.

Add to that the weather, slip-
pery roads, and the hectic
December calendar — with a cor-
porate annual meeting, the com-
pany Christmas party, and Kof-
fee Klatsches in both Dunkirk
and Portland — and I was in one
of  those moods that’s the oppo-
site of  Thanksgiving. Nothing

seemed a blessing, at the
moment, and who had time for
blessings anyway with so much
else going on.

Then, as sometimes happens, I
received an email.

It was from my friend Peter,
someone you’ve never met but
someone I think you’d enjoy.

Peter’s a tall, lanky, soft-spo-
ken journalist from the Ameri-
can Southwest. He’s lived and
worked as a reporter in Arizona
and Colorado and other parts in
the western U.S.

He’s also worked abroad on
press freedom and press develop-
ment issues.

That’s where our paths
crossed.

It was back in 1999, and he had
been teaching journalism as a
Fulbright scholar in Slovenia.

It wasn’t working out for him,
and he was becoming discour-
aged. The folks in charge of  the
program recommended he try
Moldova instead and gave him
my number.

Long story short, he trans-
ferred his Fulbright to the State
University of  Moldova and
ended up teaching at the same
place where I had done my Ful-
bright in 1998.

We were able to meet up in
Moldova later in ’99 and again in
Armenia when he was running
a newspaper development proj-
ect there for USAID in 2001 and
2002.

That’s the last time I saw him,
but he’s continued to work on
the edges of  the world ever
since, trying to teach the princi-
ples of  journalism as best he

could in places like Afghanistan
and Uganda.

Last weekend’s email found
him back in Uganda, and if  you
ever needed a message that
would restore some perspective
to the little hassles and incon-
veniences we face, Peter’s e-mail
would do it.

He’d been out of  touch for sev-
eral weeks. Internet access isn’t
easy in the heart of  Africa. This
time, he was writing from a com-
puter at a Catholic radio station
in Aura, a town in the West Nile
area of  Uganda. But it’s not your
typical radio station. It’s in a
compound guarded by dogs and
guns.

In part, he explained, that’s
because there’s been an outbreak
of  the Ebola virus in the neigh-
borhood. Panic is setting in.

Wire reports put the number
of  deaths from the “flesh-eating
virus” at more than 20 in this
outbreak.

It is, in a word, grim.

But there’s still work to be
done.

While I’m fussing about who’s
going to cover the next school
board meeting, Peter is recruit-
ing and training a clandestine
team of  reporters for an interna-
tional organization he works for.
Once assembled and trained,
those newly-minted journalists
will move across the border to
Sudan with the goal of  finding
out what’s truly going on in that
bedeviled country that its gov-
ernment doesn’t want the world
to know about.

The e-mail appeared, was read,
and I was, in a word, humbled.

None of  my problems are real
problems.

None of  our uncertainties
compare to those uncertainties.

None of  our risks match those
risks.

It was time to rekindle some of
that Thanksgiving spirit that
was getting lost amid Decem-
ber’s holiday frenzy.

Remember to count your blessings

By LINDSAY KOSHGARIAN
OtherWords

The Pentagon just failed
its audit — again. For the
sixth time in a row, the
agency that accounts for
half  the money Congress
approves each year can’t
figure out what it did with
all that money.

For a brief  recap, the
Pentagon has never passed
an audit. Until 2018, it had
never even completed one.

Since then, the Pentagon
has done an audit every
year and given itself  a par-
ticipation prize each time.
Yet despite this year’s tri-
umphant press release —
titled “DOD Makes Incre-
mental Progress Towards
Clean Audit” — it has
failed every time.

In its most recent audit,
the Pentagon was able to
account for just half  of  its
$3.8 trillion in assets
(including equipment,
facilities, etc). That means
$1.9 trillion is unaccounted
for — more than
the entire budget Congress
agreed to for the current
fiscal year.

No other federal agency
could get away with this.
There would be congres-
sional hearings. There
would be demands to
remove agency leaders, or
to defund those agencies.
Every other major federal
agency has passed an
audit, proving that it
knows where taxpayer dol-
lars it is entrusted with are
going.

Yet Congress is poised to
approve another $840 bil-
lion for the Pentagon
despite its failures.

In fact, by my count Con-
gress has approved $3.9
trillion in Pentagon spend-
ing since the first failed
audit in 2018. Tens of  bil-
lions have gone through
the Pentagon to fund wars
in Afghanistan, Ukraine,
and now Israel. Accounta-
bility for those “assets” —
including weapons and
equipment — is also in
question.

At this point, lawmakers
surely know those funds
may never be accounted
for. And year after
year, half  of  the Pentagon
budget goes to corporate
weapons contractors and
other corporations who
profiteer from this lack of
accountability.

There is an entity whose
job it is to prevent this sort
of  abuse: Congress. With
each failure at the Penta-
gon, Congress is failing,
too. Every year that mem-
bers of  Congress vote to
boost Pentagon spending

with no strings attached,
they choose to spend
untold billions on weapons
and war with no accounta-
bility.

Meanwhile, all those
other agencies that
have passed their audits
could put those funds to
much better use serving
the public. Too many
Americans are struggling
to afford necessities like
housing, heat, health care,
and child care, and mean-
while our country is grap-
pling with homelessness,
the opioid epidemic, and
increasingly common cata-
strophic weather events.

With another govern-
ment shutdown debate
looming in early 2024,
you’ll hear lawmakers say
we need to cut those
already inadequate invest-
ments in working families.
But if  they’re worried
about spending, they
should start with the
agency that has somehow
lost track of  nearly $2 tril-
lion worth of  publicly
funded resources.

••••••••••
Kosgharian is a federal

budgeting expert who
directs  the National Priori-
ties Project at the Institute
for Policy Studies.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies.

Pentagon simply
can’t pass an audit

The Sun (Lowell, Massachusetts)
Tribune News Service

The lure of  the forbidden, especial-
ly in all things adult, remains an
enduring temptation for youngsters
yearning for a piece of  that prohibit-
ed fruit.

And like alcohol, tobacco and mari-
juana, with its legalization, sports
betting has become the latest test of
our ability to prevent its illegal,
underage use.

Aware of  that potential, regulators
at the Massachusetts Gaming Com-
mission have expressed concerns
about whether people younger than
the legal betting age of  21 have access
to mobile apps to bet on sports, and
what the betting platforms operating
here have done to prevent that from
happening.

Commissioners raised the topic
Monday as four sports betting compa-
nies presented quarterly reports to
the commission. Commissioner Brad
Hill mentioned meetings and conver-
sations the Gaming Commission has
had with “outside sources” that
revealed “there is some concern that
there are individuals who are under-
aged using computers and passwords
from people who are of-age to bet.”

Massachusetts’ 2022 sports betting
law requires that gamblers be at least
21 years old to wager at one of  three
physical sportsbooks or on one of
eight online/mobile betting plat-
forms that the commission licenses.
The law also requires operators to
“use commercially reasonable efforts
to prevent a person under 21 years old
from placing a wager.”

The four operators Monday report-
ed a total of  eight accounts suspended
during July, August and September
for underage use.

Initially, some commissioners
appeared skeptical about the low
number of  suspect accounts, indicat-
ing they believed that was merely the
number of  questionable cases that
could be substantiated.

They referred to a National Colle-
giate Athletics Association survey of
18- to 22-year-olds from earlier this
year, in which over half  of  the 3,527
underage respondents polled said
they had participated in sports

wagering despite state laws or corpo-
rate terms and conditions ostensibly
preventing them from doing so.

At the same time, according to the
survey, the majority of  sports wager-
ing occurs here in the Northeast.

The commission is aware there is a
problem with underage bettors, said
Commissioner Brad Hill.

However, once operators detailed
the steps they take to ensure that the
person betting is actually the person
cleared to open an account, their con-
cerns seem to have been assuaged.

Curtis Lane Jr., digital compliance
manager for Caesars Sportsbook,
walked the commission through
some of  the steps his company takes
to identify accounts that might be
controlled by someone other than the
person who registered, like picking
up on betting activity from far-apart
locations, flagging unusual betting
patterns, or identifying accounts that
are used by multiple devices.

Each of  the other operators that
presented third-quarter results to the
commission Monday — DraftKings,
Penn Sports Interactive and WynnBet
— also addressed the topic of  minors
using their apps and said they all use
similar methods.

“I would reiterate what one of  the
commissioners stated, that, ultimate-
ly, it is difficult to police bad parent-
ing. But that doesn’t mean there
aren’t a lot of  controls in place for
this,” said Jake List, senior director
of  regulatory operations for DraftK-
ings.

He said DraftKings’ “know your
customer” (KYC) regime includes
identity verification, a geo-compli-
ance tool that checks if  a user’s
device is recognized by other pro-
grams the user has signed up for, and
in some instances require a new user
to upload a copy of  their ID.

Adam Kates, senior director of

compliance for Penn Sports Interac-
tive, told commissioners that his com-
pany switched in July to its own in-
house, back-end technology. As part
of  that switch Penn now requires
anyone creating a new sports betting
account to upload both a government-
issued ID and a real-time selfie.

But as Mass.gov outlines, gam-
bling, like other potential addictive
activities, often begins at an early
age.

We know when teens experiment
with alcohol, illegal substances and
vaping, they put themselves at a
higher risk for addiction later in life.

While less publicized, gambling is
another risk that impacts teens’
brain development. That’s why it’s
important to talk to youth about gam-
bling — just as you would discuss
other physical threats to their well-
being.

Starting a conversation at a young
age can help prevent gambling from
becoming a problem later in life.

It’s instructive to know these sta-
tistics before having a conversation
with an impressionable minor:

—Gambling disorders can begin in
children as young as 10 years old;

—Problem gambling impacts
about 4-8% of  youths, compared to
just 1% of  adults;

—By the time they’re in high
school, 60-80% of  students reported
that they gambled at least once in the
past 12 months;

—Teens who gamble are more like-
ly to use illegal drugs;

—Among all addictions, gambling
is linked to the highest suicide rate.

Despite their best efforts, it’s unre-
alistic to expect these sports books to
completely ensure that underage
gambling won’t happen on their plat-
forms.

As was previously stated, parents
or other adults play an important
role in preventing those under 21
from using these apps to place a
sports wager.

Given their digital aptitude, it’s a
safe bet some teens will find a way
around any interdiction efforts.

But that number will be consider-
ably less than it otherwise would
have been.

Underage betting can be contained
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Continued from page 1
Richards expressed his frus-

tration with the county for not
coordinating a meeting
between himself, commission-
ers and Kimball, pointing to an
administrative meeting com-
missioners had with Kimball
recently. (Per Indiana law, com-
missioners are able to host
administrative meetings with
employees for “‘administrative
functions’ (which) means only
routine activities that are rea-
sonably related to the everyday
internal management of  the
county or town, including con-
ferring with, receiving infor-
mation from, and making rec-
ommendations to staff  mem-
bers and other county or town
officials or employees.” The
meetings are open to the public
but don’t require notice. Com-
missioners spoke with Kimball
following a regular meeting
Nov. 1.)

Richards noted Kimball has
been visiting businesses to dis-
cuss their needs, a role he
thought JCDC was meant to fill.
(It is also included in the pro-
posed contract.) He requested
direction for JCDC’s responsi-
bilities and also voiced a need
for another employee in the
office.

County officials approached
JCDC’s board in October 2022
requesting changes to the orga-
nization’s bylaws, which includ-
ed permanent seats for a county
commissioner and county coun-
cil member on JCDC’s executive
committee. On Monday, com-
missioners Brian McGalliard
and Chad Aker referenced a

two-year contract from 2013
between the county and JCDC,
which stipulated “JCDC shall
maintain within its organiza-
tional structure an executive
committee the members of
which shall include a member
appointed by the Jay County
Commissioners and a member
appointed by the Jay County
Council.” McGalliard coun-
tered comments from JCDC
members who referred to the
act as “government overreach,”
noting the 2013 contract.

“It was something we (were)
trying to do that was done in
the past,” said McGalliard.

Richards said he didn’t
believe that encompassed the
entire discussion, and Aker
noted that was what made The
Commercial Review’s headline
the next day.

“We were demonized for that,
just trying to do what had been
done in the past, to try and get a
little more involvement,” he
said.

They also discussed funding.
Commissioners have decreased
the county’s contribution
toward JCDC’s budget for 2024,
allocating approximately
$130,000 — that’s $105,000 less
than 2023 — for next year. Aker
explained after looking at the
organization’s finances and tak-
ing into account the Jay County
Community Developer position
— it was paid approximately
$63,000 — would no longer be
occupied, they chose to con-
tribute $130,000. He also said
council members Harold Towell
and Cindy Bracy were in agree-
ment with that amount at a pre-

vious meeting but later chose to
bump the amount to $140,000.

(During the budgeting
process, Jay County Council
OK’d bumping JCDC’s allot-
ment to approximately $140,000.
However, because the dollars
are from economic development
income tax (EDIT) funds —
those are under commissioners’
jurisdiction — and the organi-
zation is now paid for through
the contractual services fund,
which does not specifically list
names of  each service or organ-
ization involved, commission-
ers chose to stick with the
$130,000 budget and keep the
extra $10,000 for other projects
or services.)

Part of  the budget cut also
stems from whether JCDC has
additional dollars in the bank
— Richards and commissioners
disagreed about whether JCDC
received this year’s allotment
for the unfilled Jay County
Community Developer position.
(The job has been replaced by
Kimball, who will utilize East
Central Indiana Regional Plan-
ning District connections to
write and secure grants.)

The proposed contract also
stipulated JCDC would “pro-
vide marketing of  Jay County
through existing projects such
as Make My Move, Yodel Calen-
dar, and social media posts
through other such projects as
the parties may from time to
time agree.” Richards
expressed hesitancy to provide
those services, with Scheme-
naur noting he included the
item because he noticed JCDC
did those services already.

Richards admitted social media
is not his strong suit and said he
would feel more comfortable if
the organization hired another
employee or intern to handle it.
Both Aker and McGalliard told
Richards they could hire a mar-
keting firm for that purpose if
needed.

McGalliard said he would like
to wait to approve a contract
until Richards discussed mar-
keting with his board, which
likely won’t meet again until
January. Richards said he
understands JCDC would not
get funding from the county
until an agreement has been
signed.

Pointing to similar senti-
ments shared by Street, com-
missioner Rex Journay voiced a
desire to work together in har-
mony.

“The most important thing is,
we have to be unified,” he said.

Richards shared his frustra-
tion.

“I guess what I’m getting at is
I’d love just to be treated fairly,”
said Richards. “I asked for a
conversation about this, com-
missioners meeting and having
a conversation with one organi-
zation, not both, and that just
feels, it doesn’t feel good. For a
lot of  reasons. I’m sure every-
one in this room can under-
stand that.”

McGalliard responded.
“Chad and I can because we

tried to have a conversation
about a commissioner being on
your executive board for numer-
ous months, and it never hap-
pened,” said McGalliard.

Richards and McGalliard

began arguing back and forth
before McGalliard made a
motion to adjourn.

In other business, commis-
sioners heard from Sean
Hofherr, senior project consult-
ant for SES Environmental. He
explained it appeared some fuel
had leaked from the under-
ground tanks at Jay County
Highway Department, which
was noticed while they were
being removed just before
Thanksgiving. (Representatives
from SES Environmental were
on site while the project took
place.) About 5,000 gallons of
water with traces of  gas and
diesel were removed from the
site. 

Hofherr noted readings
recently came back with low
levels of  contamination in the
area, coming in well below Indi-
ana Department of  Environ-
mental Management’s require-
ments. He anticipated the coun-
ty wouldn’t need to do more
testing — the county had antici-
pated a $15,000 fee to do a more
in-depth investigation into the
problem — and doing a report
for IDEM should wrap up the
issue.

Commissioners signed a 2024
contract with LifeStream Serv-
ices. The agreement, which
allots more than $1.4 million
toward the transportation serv-
ice, is funded partially with dol-
lars allocated from the state.

They also signed a $26,000
claim for insurance coverage of
a totaled vehicle from Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office, which was
damaged beyond repair in an
Oct. 15 crash in Portland.

Continued from page 2
Bolka crashed his vehi-

cle into the animal, caus-
ing between $10,000 and
$25,000 in estimated dam-
age.

Zavier A. Lee, 27, Port-
land, was driving along
county road 300 North
near the intersection
with county road 750
West about 8:10 p.m. Nov.
27 when a deer ran in
front of  his 2021 Chevro-
let Malibu. Lee wasn’t
able to avoid hitting the
animal, causing between
$10,000 and $25,000. Lee’s
vehicle was towed.

Applications open
The Portland Founda-

tion is now accepting
applications for its win-
ter grant cycle, the Pen-
nville Endowment Fund
grant, winter teacher cre-
ativity mini grants and
scholarships. Applica-
tions are available at
portlandfoundation.org.
For more information,
email jcook@portland-
foundation.or g or call
(260) 726-4260.

Capsule
Reports

Contract ...
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GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!!   High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Tiny and
NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-
day money back guaran-
tee! 877-581-1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing, avail-
ability to find the best
service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers
from top providers. Call 1-
844-961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare, Vape
& more. Coupon Code:
PRINT20 Call Now 833-
226-3105
NEVER PAY For Covered
Home Repairs Again!
Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months! 1-
855-408-3894
NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit!
Call 877-930-3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414

SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
SWITCH TO DISH and
get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limit-
ed time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-855-551-9764
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, DECEM-

BER 9TH, 2023
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL

5p.m. WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 7, 2023. 
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243  
PUBLIC AUCTION

TUESDAY DECEMBER
19TH, 2023

TIME 5:00 P.M.
LOCATED: 4023 S 800

W, 
Redkey IN

296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable bal-

ance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland

Township, Jay County all
tillable.

Note: Open House
Dates: Saturday Nov
25th from 1-4pm, and
Friday Dec 1st from 3-

5pm.
Or for private showing
phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER-
FLEXIBLE home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. FLT Coronado 13
spd. Can get $91000
yearly/ $.70/Mile includ-
ing drop wages. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260-273-
1245 
THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position.
Requirement, must have
training. Applications
may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall by
calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon. 
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT Part Time-
15 hours per week Mon-
day-Friday. 9 Hours per
week in the summer
Monday/Wednesday/Fri-
day. If interested call
260-726-5751  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.  

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
WANTED FARMLAND
TO RENT 4th Genera-
tion Geneva farmers
looking for farmland to
cash rent near Gene-
va/Bryant/Berne. You
decide payment dates.
Don’t wait, last year we
filled up. Call Steve at
(419) 376-4456  

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
TWO-BEDROOM
APARTMENT 712 N
Main, Dunkirk.
Stove/refrigerator fur-
nished. Total electric.
$450 plus deposit. 765-
748-2379.  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

30 LOST, STRAYED
AND FOUND 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS
COLUMN 200 FOR RENT

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED:  3430 W State Road 67, Portland, IN
or 3 ½ miles west of Portland at the corner of Hwy

67 and County Road 200 South.

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 9, 2023

9:00 A.M.
FARM TRACTORS – FARM EQUIP. –
CONSTRUCTION EQUIP.  – TRUCKS –

TRAILERS- VEHICLES- RIDING MOWERS –
ATVS – ATTACHMENTS – MISC. 

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS UNTIL
NOON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023.  
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD.
TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  Indiana Sales Tax will
be collected at this auction.

AREA CONTRACTORS & FARMERS
OWNERS   AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

www.auctionzip.com – Auctioneer ID #4243
CR 11-4,12-6-2023 NG/RB 11-7 NT/NS 11-8

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

READ THE CR 
THEN

RECYCLE

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Swimming at Norwell – 6 p.m.;
Girls wrestling at New Haven – 6 p.m.; Junior
high boys basketball at Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high girls basketball vs. Bluffton – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs. New Bre-
men – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball vs.
New Bremen – 5 p.m.; Middle school girls bas-

ketball at New Bremen – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Penn
State at Maryland (BTN)

7 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Florida Pan-
thers (TNT)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: San Antonio Spurs at Min-

nesota Timberwolves (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Texas at

Marquette (FS1)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Nebraska

at Minnesota (BTN); Pitt at West Virginia
(ESPN2)

9 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at St.
Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Carolina Panthers at

Edmonton Oilers (TNT)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: SMU at

Arizona State (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Los Ange-

les Clippers (ESPN)

Thursday
5 p.m. — NBA in-season tournament (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Washington

Capitals (ESPN)
8:15 p.m. — NFL: New England Patriots at

Pittsburgh Steelers (FOX)
9 p.m. — NBA in-season tournament (TNT)
10:30 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils at

Seattle Kraken (ESPN)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”
email details to sports@thecr.com.
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Continued from page 8
The seventh grade team

(7-0) stayed undefeated,
with Karsyn Schwieter-
man going for a team-high
16 points. Charlee Peters
was also pushing double-
digits but came up short
with eight.

Rounding out the scoring
were Kendall Schemenaur
with four and Alivya
Schwieterman and Claudia
Dirksen with two each.

Stephens tops
INDIANAPOLIS — The

JC Flipsters of  JC Tum-
bling and Gymnastics com-
peted in the Judge’s Cup
Invitational at the Indiana
State FairGrounds over the
weekend.

The Flipsters had only

one first-place finish, com-
ing from Charli Stephens in
the Xcel Silver level. Her
score of  9.7 on the bars
earned her the victory. She
also finished 12th on the
floor competition (9.15) to
help her to an all-around
score of  36.65 (11th place).

Carlie Runkle was the
Flipster’s top placer from
the Bronze division, finish-
ing fifth with 36.525 points.
She earned fifth-place fin-
ishes on the bars (9.3), the
balance beam (9.175) and
the floor (9.3). Brinley
Steury also finished in the
top-10, coming in eighth
place.

The highest finish in the
gold division came from
Bella Sarver. A score of  8.8
earned her seventh on the
beam and 16th all around. 

Continued from page 8
The Wolverines had breakfast

together Sunday morning and
watched the CFP selection show
name Michigan the No. 1 seed in
the four-team playoff. This is
their third-straight appearance
in the semifinals and are 0-2.
Washington and Texas will play
in the other semifinal.

“You can’t just focus on the big
prize, you’ve got to focus on the
journey,” Jenkins said. “We’re
really excited seeing their name
pop up on the TV gave me goose-
bumps. Big-time team, history of
a loaded franchise.”

Michigan leading rusher Blake

Corum said he loves the chal-
lenge of  facing Alabama, which
embodies what Sainristil
described as "big-boy football."

“You don’t want the easy
road,” Corum said. “Just playing
Alabama, a team, a university
that it is known for winning, it
feels great.”

Preparing for the national
semifinal is no easy task. Michi-
gan lost to Georgia in 2021 and
TCU last season. There is a large
gap of  time from the champi-
onship weekend to the semifinals
and there is pace that Alabama
coach Nick Saban said they’ve
learned in this playoff  format.

Saban, during the Rose Bowl
conference call Sunday, shared
how he learned to adjust prepa-
rations for the national semifi-
nals after losing to Ohio State in
2014.

“I think early on in prepara-
tion for these games when you
have this long span of  time, we
probably practiced too much,
and by the time we got to the
game, our players were proba-
bly mentally and physically
maybe not in peak perform-
ance,” Saban said. “So as we’ve
transitioned through the years,
we’ve kind of  learned how
much you need to practice and

how you can psychologically get
them in the right place at the
right time.

“But some of  the teams that
you play in the playoffs, none of
them are not going to be really
good teams, and I think the way
you prepare and compete for
games like this and the psycho-
logical disposition you have
about how difficult it’s going to
be is very important to every
team. So hopefully, our team has
the right disposition because
they’re going to play a great
Michigan team.”

Harbaugh wants players to
rest this week in part to heal

injuries before they turn their
complete focus to Alabama.

“It's what we dreamed about,
what we hoped for, what we
worked for, what our guys pre-
pared for,” Harbaughs said. “Put
yourself  in position to be in
position to win it all. We've
accomplished many of  our
goals. Now, winning it all is
what we'd also put on the goal
sheet. That's what we'll turn our
one-track mind to in playing
Alabama in the final four. We'll
do what we'll always do— we'll
plan, we'll prepare, we'll prac-
tice and get ready to give it our
very best.”

Roundup ...

Gears ...

Getting
past

Rex Leverette of Fort
Recovery High School drives
the baseline past Jay County’s
Westly Bihn on Saturday.
Leverette snagged 11
rebounds as they held on to
beat Jay County 38-31.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko



HAGERSTOWN — The
Indians returned their
strongest swimmer for both
the boys and the girls, and
they wasted no time prov-
ing it this season.

Teigen Fortkamp and
Saige Wendel both earned
first place wins as the Fort
Recovery High School
swim team competed in a
tri-meet against Delta and
Hagerstown on Monday.

The girls came out on top
against Hagerstown 99-27,
but didn’t have enough to
top Delta, falling 116-55. The
boys got swept by the two
schools 115-23 (Delta) and
88-29 (Hagerstown).

Fortkamp headlined the
Indians (1-1) with a pair of
individual victories in the
200-yard individual medley
and the backstroke. Her
time of  2 minutes, 24.87 sec-
onds in the individual med-
ley was 18 seconds faster
than second place Addison
Shoe of  Delta. Her victory
in the backstroke (1:01.48)
was narrower, beating
Delta’s Olivia Jackson by
four seconds.

Wendel’s lone victory
came in the breaststroke
with a time of  1:12.23. He
hit the wall less than a sec-
ond faster than Delta’s Josi-
ah Hotmire who swam a
1:12.43. Wendel also earned
second place in the sprint
freestyle (24.69) behind
Zachary Baty (23.97) of
Delta.

Other second place fin-
ishes came from Caleb
Smith in the backstroke
and Makenna Huelskamp
in the breaststroke.

Homan recognized
COLUMBUS — Fort

Recovery’s Troy Homan
was named as an honorable

mention for the Division
VII All-Ohio football team
on Monday.

Homan was one of  20
players listed as an honor-
able mention at the defen-
sive back position.

During the season, the
senior recorded 25 tackles
and 2.5 tackles for a loss of
yards. He led Fort Recovery
with 50 yards lost when
tackling the opposition
behind the line of  scrim-
mage.

He also had two intercep-
tions for the Indians, sec-
ond behind Reece Guggen-
biller who had three.

Earlier in the year,
Homan was selected to the
First Team Defense All-
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence as a defensive back as
well.

Staying perfect
SELMA — The Jay Coun-

ty Junior High School girls
basketball teams swept
Selma on Monday with the
eight graders winning 35-8
and the seventh graders 32-
15.

The Eighth grade team
(6-1) had a clear leader for
once, as Elizabeth
Brunswick went off  for 18
points.

Next in line were Natalie
May and Amelia Heath
with seven and six points
respectively. Kylie Shannon
and Raylin Hummer both
had two.

See Roundup page 7
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Girls wrestling travels
to New Haven tomorrow,

see Sports on tap
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Heitkamp signs
Fort Recovery High School's Trevor Heitkamp signed his letter of intent on Nov. 21 to

run at Roberts Wesleyan University in New York. Pictured seated from left are Aubrie Heitkamp,
father Bob, Trevor and mother Laura. Standing are assistant coach Matt Roessner, Tim Heitkamp,
coach Christy Diller, Kathy Heitkamp, Gavin Heitkamp, Tom Heitkamp and Elise Heitkamp.

Swimmers
open with split

Local
roundup

By ANGELIQUE S. CHENGELIS
The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

Michigan has the “Beat Ohio”
drill and earlier this year added the
“Beat Georgia” drill as added incen-
tive considering the Bulldogs were
two-time defending national cham-
pions and bulldozed the Wolverines
in the national semifinals en route
to the 2021 title.

The Wolverines renamed a 9-on-7
physical, run and run-stopping drill
“Beat Ohio” before the 2021 season.
Their motivation was clear— to
keep the Buckeyes on their minds
throughout the season. Since the
renaming, Michigan is 3-0 against
Ohio State. The “Beat Georgia” peri-
od began during spring practice.

Defensive back Mike Sainristil,
who leads the team with five inter-
ceptions, said during Big Ten media
days last July that “Beat Georgia” is
a “heavy, 12- and 13-personnel” drill
geared toward run-heavy groupings
with stress put on the trenches.

“Because a team like Georgia,

that’s big-boy football,” Sainristil
said at media days. “That’s a team
that’s going to run the football.
They’re going to play-action you. So
in that (drill), it’s heavy, and that’s
what we focus on.”

As the No. 1 seed Wolverines (13-0)
prepare to face No. 4 Alabama (12-1),
a three-time national champion
since the inception of  the four-team
College Football Playoff  in 2014, in
the Rose Bowl national semifinal on
New Year’s Day, perhaps they’ll
change it to the “Beat Alabama”
drill.

“We have a Beat Ohio, Beat Geor-
gia deal that comes into play when
we have those teams who really
bring it up front,” linebacker
Michael Barrett said Sunday.
“You’re gonna have a dogfight in the
trenches and to prepare us for a time
like this, we put that period in prac-
tice to get us ready, get our minds
right for when that time comes.”

Michigan, coming off  a third-
straight Big Ten championship, is

taking this week off  before return-
ing to practice and preparing to face
Alabama, which defeated Georgia in
the Southeastern Conference cham-
pionship Saturday. The Crimson
Tide ranks 18 th nationally in total
defense (313.3 yards per game) and
17 th in scoring (18.4).

Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh
was asked about the Beat Georgia
drill during a Rose Bowl conference
call Sunday and mentioned the chal-
lenging defenses the Wolverines
have faced the last month.

“What is it, the last, maybe, five
weeks, probably the last four, I think
we've played some of  the top defens-
es in the country in Penn State,
Iowa, Ohio State, all top-five defens-
es,” Harbaugh said. “Alabama is as
good as all of  them or better. It'll be a
big challenge, big task.”

Defensive tackle Kris Jenkins said
he got “goosebumps” when he saw
the Wolverines’ matchup against
Alabama announced Sunday.

See Gears page 7

Michigan gears up for Bama


