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GOP
hopefuls
address
iIssues

Candidates
speak on
public safety,
taxes, schools

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s Republican
gubernatorial candidates
continued to carve out
their own policy paths
while speaking at an Indi-
anapolis legislative confer-
ence Wednesday, where
they fielded questions
about public safety, school
choice and taxes.

The five hopefuls, who
took a few shots at each
other, are vying for the
GOP nomination in the
race for the state’s top
elected seat in 2024.

The candidates did not
debate against one anoth-
er during the forum,
instead individually intro-
ducing themselves and
responding to four ques-
tions from a moderator.

Participating candidates
included former Secretary
of Commerce Brad Cham-
bers, Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch, Fort Wayne busi-
nessman Eric Doden and
former Attorney General
Curtis Hill. U.S. Sen. Mike
Braun was missing from
the group — away in Wash-
ington, D.C. alongside
other federal lawmakers
— but his pre-recorded
video responses were
played for each question.

The GOP contenders
were first asked about
their plans to improve
public safety and where
they stood, specifically, on
qualified immunity — a
controversial  standard
that protects police offi-
cers and other government
officials from being sued
for alleged misconduct.

Hill cited his career
spent as a local prosecutor
and maintained that, if
elected governor, he would
ensure law enforcement
has the “resources, train-
ing and protection” they
need “to protect our public
and our safety.” He did not,
however, address qualified
immunity head-on.

Crouch said there would
be “no discussion” or
action limiting qualified
immunity at the state
level.

See Issues page 2
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Jay County Council on Wednesday approved Hodson Energy for a 10-year tax abatement for its planned New Jay
Solar facility. The footprint for New Jay Solar sits between county roads 400 South, 1000 West, 1150 West and 500 South.
Hodson is the fourth company pursuing solar in Jay County, joining Scout Clean Energy, Invenergy and Leeward Energy.

Hodson Energy is fourth company
pursuing a solar facility in Jay County

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Another solar farm is on Jay
County’s horizon.

Jay County Council approved
a 10-year abatement Wednesday
with Hodson Energy for develop-
ment of New Jay Solar, a renew-
able energy farm planned just
east of Dunkirk’s city limits.

The company is planning a
solar farm on approximately 220
acres in Richland Township,
including the area around The
Andersons Grain Elevator. It’s
the fourth renewable energy
firm to formally pursue con-
structing a solar farm in Jay
County. Other prospective solar
farms planned for the future are
Skycrest Solar from Invenergy,

Rose Gold Solar from Leeward
Renewable Energy and Sun
Chief Solar from Scout Clean
Energy.

According to its website, Hod-
son Energy was established in
2019. Since then, the company
has reached into 10 different
states and currently has 40 proj-
ects in development for a total of
3.5 gigawatts of power-generat-
ing facilities. The company has
offices in Ohio, New York and
Virginia.

County attorney Wes Scheme-
naur explained the company had
met in executive session with
council and Jay County Commis-
sioners in November to propose
a tax abatement for the project.

Originally, Hodson Energy

asked for a 10-year declining
property tax abatement, which
would deduct taxes at a decreas-
ing rate starting with 100% in
the first year and decreasing by
10 percentage points each year
over the decade. Schemenaur
said the corresponding econom-
ic development payments made
to the county with that abate-
ment would have been about
$500,000 over four years after
construction is completed.
Instead, county representa-
tives negotiated a different
abatement in which the compa-
ny would have 100% of property
taxes abated over the entirety of
the 10-year period. (Hodson
Energy will save $4.4 million in
property taxes with the abate-

ment, which is about a $1.9 mil-
lion difference from the declin-
ing abatement’s figures.) As
part of the negotiation, the
company agreed to provide
$2.156 million in economic
development funds to the coun-
ty over four years — about
$629,000 each year.

“Depending on how this all
shakes out, those are the broad
numbers right now,” explained
Schemenaur. “Instead of a
declining abatement like we've
approved in the past, we had
that discussion about how do we
get more bang for the buck, so to
speak, and so, bigger incentive
means bigger potentially eco-
nomic development payment.”

See Solar page 2

Powers
performs

Lukes Powers plays the
saxophone Sunday during
the Jay County High School
music department’s
Christmas concert. The
concert band’s selections

Netanyahu vows
to continue war

By LAURA KING
and TRACY WILKINSON

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

JERUSALEM — When Presi-
dent Joe Biden touched down in
Israel 10 days after Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s Cabi-
net formally declared war on
the Palestinian militant group
Hamas, the two leaders shared a
warm embrace.

world isolation faced not only by
Israel, but also by its closest ally,
the United States.

By declaring unwavering sup-
port for Israel, Biden hoped to
rally international backing in the
face of the worst mass Killing of
Jews since the Holocaust — but
also to maintain some U.S. influ-
ence over the course of action
chosen by the embattled prime

included “Do You Hear That tight bear hug eight weeks Mminister.
What | Hear,” “Blue ago is now entwined with some  Both those efforts have fal-
Christmas” and “A of the most hellish aspects of this tered. .
Christmas Carol.” war. Isr_ael is confrontmg some of
) Those include the immense suf- the fiercest worldwide blowback
fering of Palestinian in decades. It faces outrage over
civilians trapped in the Gaza its relentless bombardment and
Strip and the unresolved fate ground attacks in Gaza, which
of dozens of hostages seized dur- have killed more than 18,000
The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney ing Hamas’ bloody Oct. 7 ram- Palestinians.
page in Israel — and increasing See War page 2
Deaths Weather In review Coming up < ‘
—
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of 41

degrees

Betty DeRome, 91, Port-
land
Details on page 2.

Wednesday. The low was 28.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
a low in the lower 30s. Expect
mostly cloudy skies Saturday
with a high of 50. There is a
chance of rain Saturday
night.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 8 to 11 a.m. Saturday
across from Pennville Fire Sta-
tion and 9 a.m. to noon in the
parking lot at 220 Lincoln St.,
Portland.

Saturday — New Jay Coun-
ty Humane Society is now
open for business.

Tuesday — Results from Sat-
urday’s JCHS girls basketball
game against South Adams.
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Solar ...

Continued from page 1

Brandon Dickinson, a legal
representative for the company,
noted council was solely approv-
ing the abatement Wednesday,
with the corresponding econom-
ic development agreement to be
approved by commissioners
later.

Council approved a resolution
to move forward with the abate-
ment, with council member
Randy May opposing. The next
steps in the process will include a
public hearing and final resolu-
tion approval, along with eco-
nomic development, road use and
decommissioning agreements.

In related news, Schemenaur
also updated council on Rose
Gold Solar, a $150 million, 150-
megawatt Leeward Renewable
Energy project planned on about
1,430 acres just north of Dunkirk.
The company signed a property
tax abatement with the county in
2021, anticipating to begin con-
struction as early as 2022.

Because of delays with the
PJM Interconnection — it’s a
regional transmission organiza-
tion coordinating wholesale elec-
tricity movement across 13 states

and the District of Columbia —
construction start dates were
pushed back to fall of this year,
and now could be as late as
spring 2025. (PJM Interconnec-
tion has revamped its analysis
process for new services joining
the power grid, leading to delays
across the country for ongoing
energy projects.)

Schemenaur explained legisla-
tion regarding the electricity
wholesale has been constantly
changing, making the process a
waiting game for companies
waiting to tie into the grid. He
said Leeward will be attending a
meeting in January to seek revi-
sions to its agreements specifi-
cally relating to the construction
timeline.

Delays are also expected for
Scout Clean Energy’s Sun Chief
Solar, which had planned to fin-
ish construction on the 1,200-acre
facility near Redkey by 2025 but
now may not be completed until
2026.

Invenergy’s Skycrest Solar,
however, was “grandfathered”
into the old analysis process with
PJM Interconnection. As of Sep-
tember, project developer Han-

CR almanac

nah Pawelczyk said the company
had signed its final interconnec-
tion agreement with PJM Inter-
connection, and its next steps
included engineering studies and
project design for the 2,500-acre
facility in Penn and Jackson
townships. Construction on Sky-
crest Solar could begin sometime
in 2024.

Also Wednesday, council tabled
a decision to release $35,000 in
opioid settlement dollars to Jay
County Drug Prevention Coali-
tion, which is working toward
creating a sober living facility.
(Commissioners approved the
request Monday) Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
recently placed an offer on a
home in Redkey. Its purchase is
contingent on conducting a feasi-
bility study — plans are to pay
RQAW for the procedure — and
pursuing other grants to help pay
for the building and renovations.

Nearly 20 Redkey residents
attended the meeting Wednesday
to speak on the matter, and coun-
cil president Jeanne Houchins
suggested council take more time
to consider the decision. She also
told the Redkey residents if they

Obituaries

would like to speak at the next
meeting in January about the
facility, they would need to
request to be placed on the agen-
da.

Council also approved a $76,400
contract with Ritter Strategic
Services to provide a study on
radio needs for local emergency
responders. Approved Monday
by commissioners, the study will
include looking at what kind of
equipment would meet the coun-
ty’s needs and a land survey to
determine whether the county
needs more radio towers to deal
with dead zones.

In other business, council
members Faron Parr, Harold
Towell, Matt Minnich, Dave
Haines, Cindy Bracy, May and
Houchins:

«Heard meeting recordings are
now available to view at jaycoun-
tynet. Council and commission-
ers meetings are live streamed
on the website — an icon to view
the videos is located on the
homepage and under both coun-
cil and commissioners’ corre-
sponding webpages — and
archived online.

Made the following addi-

tional appropriations: $13,000
for part-time wages, $4,000 for
meals and $1,800 for gas, lube
and oil at Jay County Country
Living, with Towell opposing;
$10,000 for over-time pay at Jay
County Sheriff’s Office; $5,000
for court-appointed doctors
and $2,000 for transcripts at
Jay Circuit Court; $3,500 for
repairs to equipment for Jay
County Surveyor’s Office;
$2,000 for part-time custodians
at Jay County Courthouse;
$386.28 for fees associated with
the annual state grant award-
ed to Jay Emergency Manage-
ment Agency; and $140 for pau-
per counsel in Jay courts.

«OK’d several transfers,
including $59,257.22 for wages
at Jay Emergency Medical
Service, which has been down
two paramedics this year;
$47,769.29 for wages at Jay
County Jail, which is also
looking for more employees;
and $19,500 from commaission-
ers’ group health insurance
fund to the juvenile detention
fund.

«Approved the 2024 salary
ordinance.

Betty DeRome

Nou. 10, 1932-Dec. 14, 2023

Betty Joan DeRome, age 91, of Port-
land, passed away Thursday morn-
ing, Dec.14, 2023, at her residence.

She was born in Portland on Now.
10, 1932, the daughter of James L. and
Sarah Alice (Wade) Boyd. She was
married on Nov. 2, 1952, to William
LeRoy DeRome and he passed away
on June 27, 2000.

She was retired as office manager
for Community Care West and in the
1950s worked at WPGW radio for Glen
West. Betty was a member of West
Walnut Street Church of Christ and
was a 1951 Portland High School grad-
uate.

War ...

Continued from page 1

Hunger and disease stalk the dev-
astated and blockaded enclave; 4 in
every 5 of its 2.3 million people are
displaced, according to the United
Nations.

After weeks of defending Israel to
the world, Biden on Tuesday issued
his sharpest rebuke yet of Netanyahu

Surviving are two
sons, Bradley T.
DeRome (wife: Lori)
of Portland and
Clifton J. DeRome
(wife: Susan) of Port-
land; one daughter,
LaSandra Wall (hus-
band: Kraig) of
Franklin, Tennessee;
one sister, Barbara Hudson of
Portland; eight grandchildren; and
nine great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
nine siblings.

Funeral services will be Tues-
day, Dec. 19, 2023, at 2 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Gil Alicea presiding.

DeRome

and the way he is conducting the war.
Biden said that the far-right Israeli
government needed to undergo major
changes, and that Israel is losing
what had been wide international
support over“indiscriminate bomb-
ing” in Gaza.

Biden used the term “indiscrimi-
nate bombing” once before to refer
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Today in history

In 1791, the US. Bill of
Rights became law after
Virginia ratified the first
10 amendments to the
Constitution of the Unit-
ed States.

In 1864, under the
direction of General
George Thomas, Union
soldiers defeated General
John Bell Hood's Confed-
erate forces in the Battle
of Nashville, Tennessee.

In 2020, Indiana
Supreme Court suspend-
ed jury trials statewide
through March 1 because
of the potential spread of
COVID-19. Jay County
Circuit Court judge
Brian Hutchison estimat-
ed his court would need
to reschedule about 15
jury trials set for Janu-
ary and February.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

5 pm. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5 p.m. — Portland
Economic Develop-
ment Income Tax Advi-
sory Committee, coun-
cil chambers, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Franklin
St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday

4 pm. — Portland
Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Issues

Continued from page 1

She also emphasized the
importance of addressing
mental illness and addic-
tion — as well as providing
regular mental health
checkups for first respon-
ders.

Doden, on the other
hand, vowed to protect
qualified immunity: “You
should not be able to be
sued, personally, for doing
your job.”

“We have to make sure
we support those who pro-
tect us,” he continued,
adding that Indiana’s gov-
ernor should play an active
role in recruiting young
people to join law enforce-
ment.

Chambers agreed, say-
ing police officers “don’t do
it for the money — they do
it to serve.” He said quali-
fied immunity “needs to be
codified in state law.”

Braun said he wants it
codified, too. Doing so will
help “get rid of frivolous
lawsuits” filed against law
enforcement officers.

Although Braun said he
prefers to see such a policy
enacted at the national
level, that’s a change from
his previous statements in
2020, when the senator said
the interpretation of the
qualified immunity stan-
dard was “overly broad”
and “allows law enforce-
ment in many of the high-
profile excessive force and
abuse of power cases to
avoid civil suits.”

A previous bill he intro-
duced in the US. Senate
would have allowed quali-
fied immunity to be used as
a defense only if the offi-
cer’s conduct is already
protected by law or a previ-
ous court ruling.

At the time, Braun said
“... it straddles that bal-
ance between eliminating
frivolous lawsuits” while
allowing people whose
rights have been violated to
make a case.

He later backed away
from the proposal.

A bold proposal from
Crouch to eliminate Indi-
ana’s personal income

Burial will be in the Green Park
Cemetery.

Visitation will be Tuesday from
noon to 2 p.m.

Memorials can be made to the
West Walnut Street Church of
Christ Memorial Fund.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

The Commercial Review publishes
death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

to the massive destruction Israeli
airstrikes inflicted on northern
Gaza, with entire districts reduced
to rubble. U.S. officials have repeat-
edly told the Netanyahu govern-
ment that its attacks in Gaza’s
south, which began late last month,
had to be more surgical and less
devastating.

tax was also discussed —
and critiqued — by the
gubernatorial slate.
Crouch’s mantra holds
that the tax can be “axed”
completely without raising

any other taxes on
Hoosiers.

Crouch’s plan calls for a
“reasonably necessary”

reserve fund, along with
identifying and eliminat-
ing “wasteful government
spending,” but other specif-
ic details remain scant.

Even so, she doubled
down Wednesday that tax
dollars saved by Hoosiers
would go back into the
state economy. The move
would also incentivize
workers and companies to
move to Indiana, Crouch
said.

Chambers said he agreed
with a plan to reduce taxes
over time, but not in a sin-
gle, extreme swoop. He said
at least some personal
income tax proceeds
should be invested into
“needs of the state,” like
health care and education.

Chambers additionally
said reducing income taxes
could cause property taxes
to go “too high.”

SERVICES

Saturday
Kirby, Kaylee: 2 pm,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Lightner, William: 4 p.m,
Union Chapel Church, 4622 N.

Broadway Ave., Muncie.

Tuesday
DeRome, Betty: 2 p.m,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by
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Fishing pal turns out to be a catch

DEAR ABBY: I have been
involved with a man I met
online. We texted and talked for
months before we met. He told
me he had a lady friend he goes
fishing with. He said she was
just a friend. On our first Valen-
tine’s Day, he gave me a teddy
bear that said, “I love you.” I
started developing deep feelings
for him, but he then informed me
that he loves her.

I tried several times to walk
away, but he kept pulling me
back. I don’t know if he doesn’t
want to hurt her or if he just
loves having two women in his
life. I know about her, but she
doesn’t know about me. Should I
contact her and let her know?
What is the right thing to do? —
TWO-TIMED IN NORTH CAR-
OLINA

DEAR TWO-TIMED: The
right thing to do is to walk
away from this person — and
stay away. He lied to you when
he told you his fishing buddy
was just a friend. Now that
you know their relationship is
more than that, run!

DEAR ABBY: My parents
announced during their recent
visit that they are planning to
move here. Because of a laun-
dry list of complaints, includ-
ing them being snippy to serv-
ing staff in restaurants, my
wife has decided she never
wants to visit with them
again.

My inheritance from my par-
ents is my only hope of being

able to retire. What do I do? —
CORNERED IN THE SOUTH

DEAR CORNERED: That
the reason you won’t tell your
parents not to move closer is
the inheritance you expect to
get from them is sad, not only
for them, but also for you and
your wife.

Explain the facts of life to
your missus and make clear
that you expect her to show
your parents the same respect
you have shown to hers. She
probably won’t have to see
them as often as you will, but
she can’t write them off
entirely because of the finan-
cial impact it will have on
you. Then cross everything
you have two of that at the
last moment they don’t
donate their money else-
where.

DEAR ABBY: My neighbor
“Doris” runs our neighborhood
group that has in-person meet-
ings once a year. She didn’t have
any meetings in person or even
on Zoom for three years during
COVID. Two weeks ago, she con-
tacted me and asked me to come
to the next meeting. I told her I

didn’t want to because at the last
meeting I wasn’t able to ask all
the questions I wanted of city
hall officials. Doris apologized
several times and assured me it
would not happen again.

Last week, I attended the meet-
ing, and they had a sheriff’s
deputy speak. We were told we
could ask questions, so when it
was my turn, I began asking
questions — and Doris cut me
off and censored me! I saw later
that evening that she tried to call
me, but I feel it would be redun-
dant to have the same conversa-
tion with her. What do I do now
that I have been burned twice by
her behavior? — BEEN THERE,
DONE THAT

DEAR BEEN THERE: You
have two choices. Either stop
attending those meetings or,
because you feel Doris is too
controlling, oppose her leader-
ship, run for that position (if
you have the time to devote to
it) and ask your neighbors for
their votes. It may be time for
the “winds of change” to blow
through your neighborhood.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter is
married with two kids. They live
a few hours away. I love seeing
them, but I have just one issue.
She constantly corrects the way I
pronounce words. No one ever
mentioned it before she did. A lot
of the pronunciations are how
my family members and people
in my state pronounce them.

She started criticizing me after
she lived in three different states.

It has reached a point where I
dread seeing her. I feel self-con-
scious, and my self-esteem gets
shot down every time I do. When I
tell her it hurts me, she says I'm
being “too sensitive.” I don’t
know what I should do. — HURT-
ING OVER THIS

DEAR HURTING: People
who make comments that
hurt other people’s feelings
and then tell them they are
“too sensitive” are rude and
passive-aggressive. What you
should do is tell your arro-
gant daughter to knock it off
because you have had it.

DEAR ABBY: I am an active,
retired man who has a serious
problem with my slightly
younger sister. She’s a loud and
aggressive back-seat driver.
When she rides in my car, she
feels compelled to loudly tell me
what lane to drive in and to freak
out over how close I am to the car
in front and a variety of other
issues she imagines.

I am a competent and safe driv-
er, but her loud exclamations are
not only annoying, they distract
me at times, which I'm afraid
could lead to an accident. “Get in
the left lane!” she shouts, but she
doesn’t see the cars behind us
that I see in my mirror.

She knows how much this
bothers me but seems not to care.
I have lost my temper at her for
doing it. Any advice on how to get
her to refrain from these out-
bursts while I'm driving? —
ANGRY BIG BROTHER

DEAR BROTHER: Your sis-
ter may not be able to control
herself, which is why she does
this. Because you find the
back-seat driving not only
annoying but potentially dan-
gerous, stop letting her ride
with you and your problem
will be solved.

DEAR ABBY: I was invited to
my nephew’s wedding out of
state and accepted the invitation.
It’s a four-hour drive. My son was-
n’t interested in attending, and
my boyfriend wasn’t sure he
could attend due to work travel.
The mother of the bride
informed me that she had decided
to “put” an elderly relative in my
room with me, claiming they
were now out of rooms. (She’s
known to be miserly and dishon-
est.)

There was no offer to share
costs, and it was assumed that I'd
transport, dress and monitor the
relative. I ended up declining the
invitation, and I regret not being
at my nephew’s wedding. My
boyfriend was able to attend but,
by then, I couldn’t make an appro-
priate room  arrangement.
Thoughts? — SKIPPED IT IN
THE EAST

DEAR SKIPPED IT: Just
this: Because you felt the
mother of the bride should
have asked your permission
rather than “tell” you her plan
was for you to babysit the rel-
ative, you were within your
rights to refuse to do anything
that made you uncomfortable.

Learn how to stay close from afar

By JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service

Q. I am very close to my 11-year-old
daughter, but the truth is, she has a
more conventional home with her
mother and bonus dad. And when he
was transferred for business six
months ago, I decided not to protest
thinking it was really best for her not
to be in the middle of a custody battle.
Thing is, now that she lives five hours
away, I rarely see her. Nothing like the
two or three times a week and every
other weekend that we used to share.
Now the holidays are coming around
and I feel like I just don’t know her
anymore. I miss her terribly and I
have no idea what to get her for
Christmas. What do I do? What’s good
ex-etiquette?

A. Knowing that you probably want
to surprise your daughter, that elimi-
nates the obvious, which is to simply
ask her. My second suggestion seems
just as obvious and I'm wondering
why you didn’t think of it. Unfortu-
nately, because you didn’t, that’s a red
flag. Co-parents talk to each other.
They reach out when they need help.
(Good Ex-etiquette rule No. 2, “Ask for
help if you need it.”) Just because you
moved away doesn’t mean you stop
co-parenting with your daughter’s
mother. So, ask her mom! You can bet
she knows and would probably love
the help with buying presents.

Etiquette

Now that your daughter has moved
away, it’s especially important that
you have a working relationship with
her mother. Stop feeling sorry for
yourself; you did the right thing. Now
get in there and keep doing the right
thing by being an active dad even
though you don’t live nearby.

You're concerned about staying
close. There are quite a few presents
that long-distance parents can offer
this holiday season that will help pro-
mote better communication. The
clearest choice is a cell phone.
Although I occasionally run into par-
ents who think adolescents shouldn’t
carry cell phones, it’s still a great way
to stay in touch. Texting actually
enhances eye-hand coordination and
typing—don’t laugh, it’s true—unless
your child develops carpal tunnel and
that’s a dead giveaway, she’s abusing
her phone privileges. FaceTime or
video chat bring parent and child up-
close so that you can do homework
together, read a book together, send

Community Calendar

memes or photographs, or just chat.
Most custodial parents will not mind,
especially if you pick up the bill.
Always coordinate this type of pres-
ent with the other parent prior to pur-
chasing it because cell phones are
often used as behavioral leverage—
“You’re grounded, no cell phone!” If
you are perceived as interfering with
your co-parent’s parenting strategy
from miles away, that will cause more
harm than good. I must add that buy-
ing a phone can also raise some
issues among the ranks and I would
like to alert you to some common
problems: parental controls—need I
say more—and very clear rules about
phone usage. I have seen some terri-
ble arguments between co-parents
over their children’s phones, so make
sure you and your co-parent have the
same expectations and never, ever
ground your child from talking to
their other parent. They may be
grounded from every other person in
the world, but that should not include
parents—especially if they live five
hours away. That’s good ex-etiquette.
Jann Blackstone is the author of
“Ex-etiquette for Parents.: Good Behav-
ior After Divorce or Separation,” and
the founder of Bonus Families, bonus-
families.com. Email her at the Ex-Eti-
quette website exetiquette.com at
drjann@exetiquette.com.
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DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY —Is open from 10
am. to 4 pm. on the first
and third Friday of each
month in the former WE.

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk.

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 pm. on the first
and third Saturday of each
month in the former WE.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played at 1 p.m. each
Monday at West Jay Com-
munity Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. at Richards
Restaurant.

ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

899-572-5165
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Banks- Vance idea worries Santa

By MORTON J. MARCUS

Regular readers of this weekly
homily will recall my visits each
December with Elvin Elfen-
housen at Santa’s North Pole
workshop. This year, I found
Elvin befuddled by politics.

“I worry,” Elvin said, “about
the sanity of the extreme right-
wingers.”

“Sanity is not a characteristic
of any extremists,” I said. “But
why does that effect you?”

“The Big Guy.” Elvin motioned
with his head toward Santa’s
office. “He’s concerned that our
workshop may come under super-
vision because these nutcakes in
power will seek to regulate us.”

“Unlikely,” I said. “You're
exempt from all sorts of federal
and state regulation because you
do good, are pan-national and are
fictitious.”

Rivals need to
answer question

“None of that applies,” he said.
“Your Congressman Jim Banks
(R-Indiana 3rd District) and Sen.
J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) are proposing
the College Admissions Account-
ability Act. To quote the Indi-
anapolis Star, it ‘would create an
office to investigate reports of so-
called discrimination in higher
education departments and
establish a process for people to
file allegations against admis-
sions offices.”

“Elvin,” I said, “Hoosiers don’t

take those legislators seriously.
They’re sources of entertain-
ment at the bottom of the GOP
totem pole.”

“What?” Elvin was angry.
“Vance wants Ukraine to surren-
der some of its territory, but he’s
not up for re-election in 2024.
Banks, however, desires to move
up. He’s the 2024 anointed candi-
date of his party for the U.S. Sen-
ate! That’s pretty serious!!

“Their bill would expand the
federal bureaucracy to go beyond
the ruling of the Supreme Court
banning affirmative action
admissions to college. The Banks-
Vance bill would build a new fed-
eral agency to accept any crack-
pot complaint from a disappoint-
ed applicant which would then
expand the academic bureaucra-
cy to respond to the agency’s
investigations.

“This would further bloat two
bloated parts of our economy and
end up costing the government
and the colleges untold millions
of dollars.”

“Yes,” I admitted, “that’s
wacky. But what’s it mean for
Santa and your fellow elves?”

“Look,” Elvin commanded,
“colleges and our workshop have
gotten along for close to two cen-
turies as idealized out-growths of
religious institutions. Together
we’ve held mythological status as
sanctified entities.

“The colleges, through NCAA
rules allowing athletes to be paid,
are on the verge of admitting
they are nothing more than sub-
sidized businesses engaged in
revenue maximizing activities.

“If rabid right-wingers like
Banks and Vance can establish
unnecessary government agen-

cies, they will inevitably turn
the1r attention to Santa’s work-
shop.”

“T see,” I said. “A momentary
merger of maniacs on the left and
right. Mandated rooftop landing
pads to protect the reindeer, lead-
ing to housing codes requiring
roof top retrofitting. This
increases demand for reconstruc-
tion of virtually all residential
structures, raising the price of
housing as well as wages of con-
struction workers and profits for
construction firms.”

“Absolutely,” Elvin said. “What
seems like frolicsome fantasy is
in line with the costly proposal
put forth by illogical Banks and
Vance.”

Marcus is an economist.
Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

The fourth Republican
presidential debate
thankfully featured just
four candidates rather
than the cattle call we
saw in previous sessions.
But, whether there are
four or 14 running, the
same problem persists.

There’s only one — for-
mer New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie — willing
to tell primary voters
what too many of them
apparently don’t want to
hear.

Donald Trump is unfit
to be president and pres-
ents an unacceptable
threat to our democracy.

To our ears, the key
moment in the debate
was when Christie
answered that question
directly and then chal-
lenged the other three to
say whether or not they
considered Trump fit to
return to the White
House. Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis danced around
the issue, saying he
thought a younger person
than Trump ought to be
the one.

That, of course, wasn’t
the question. Nikki
Haley, the former U.N.
ambassador and South
Carolina governor who
increasingly is viewed as
the best chance within
the GOP of defeating
Trump, stood stone
silent.

“This is the problem
with my three col-
leagues,” Christie then
intoned. “They’re afraid
to offend.”

And therein lies the
problem: In the words of
Founding Father Thomas
Paine: “He who dares not
offend cannot be honest.”

These candidates can
— and obviously do —
talk about Joe Biden’s
age and policies, immi-
gration, the disgraceful
cowardice of university
presidents in confronting
antisemitism on campus,
and the various other
issues animating the
race. But there really is
just one pressing concern
for the GOP. Will the
party excise the foul
stain of Trump, now
under indictment and
charged with multiple
crimes, including incit-
ing an insurrection
against the  United
States?

The strategy behind
not “offending” is under-
standable. Trump, with a
daunting lead in the
polls, is viewed favorably
by a substantial segment
of the GOP base. Criticiz-

Guest
Editorial

... S0 long as
Haley and
DeSantis,

the two
candidates
perceived as
having any
realistic
chance at
beating
Trump to the
nomination,
shrink
Jrom the
overarching
issue,
there’s little
point to their
candidacies.

ing him forcefully risks
turning off those voters.

Christie, of course, has
nothing to lose. His rea-
son for still being in the
race is to compel GOP
voters to confront the ele-
phant in the room; he
clearly isn’t expecting to
be nominated. In holding
feet to the flame, he is
providing a valuable
service to his party and
to the country.

But so long as Haley
and DeSantis, the two
candidates perceived as
having any realistic
chance at beating Trump
to the nomination,
shrink from the overar-
ching issue, there’s little
point to their candida-
cies.

What makes Trump
problematic? Why would
they give the party a bet-
ter chance at victory in
November?

Continuing to cower in
this way surely will mean
eventual defeat anyway.

At this point, there’s
nothing to lose. Tell GOP
primary voters the truth.

“Rudolph, fmd us the nearest EV charging station... ”
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Breakthrough has challenges

By LISA JARVIS
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The approval of Casgevy, Vertex
Pharmaceuticals Inc. and Crispr
Therapeutics Inc.’s gene therapy for
sickle cell disease, is a transformative
moment in medicine. Not only is it
the first Crispr-based drug to reach
the market — it’'s a potentially life-
altering advance for a patient popula-
tion that has been for too long ignored
and underserved by the medical
establishment. Lyfgenia, a second
gene therapy from Bluebird Bio that
uses different technology, was also
given the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s green light.

Now comes the hard work of treat-
ing patients.

That’s no easy task. It starts with
ensuring the one-time potentially
curative treatment is made available
to the patients who would benefit
from it most — and doing so in an
equitable way. But, as I've explained
in the past, the clunky US. health
care system has no good mechanism
for paying for what is certain to be a
wildly expensive drug. That could put
it out of reach for many, at least in the
early stages of its launch.

And the health care system needs
to build the infrastructure to support
patients throughout treatment and
beyond. That means not only helping
patients navigate the process of
receiving the highly-personalized
drug — a monthslong ordeal that
includes a lengthy hospital stay — but
ensuring people continue to be sup-
ported in the months and years after
treatment.

Several issues can’t fall off the
map. One is the effect on a patient’s
fertility. To prepare their bodies for
the infusion of edited cells, patients
must undergo several days of harsh
chemotherapy, a process that can
destroy eggs and potentially perma-
nently damage sperm. “The biggest
hesitation for a lot of our families is
the infertility,” says Benjamin
Watkins, director of stem cell trans-

Lisa
Jarvis

plant and cellular therapies at Chil-
dren’s Hospital New Orleans. Often,
when describing the gene therapy
process to families, the moment the
topic of fertility comes up, “the con-
versation is over,” he says.

Although insurance companies
typically cover fertility preservation
(which involves freezing and storing
eggs, sperm or reproductive tissue)
for cancer patients, that benefit is not
typically covered for people with sick-
le cell disease. Given the steep cost —
egg retrieval starts at around $20,000
— that needs to change. The need is
particularly acute for the roughly
two-thirds of sickle cell patients
insured by Medicaid. One bill pend-
ing in Massachusetts would open the
door to that coverage and, if passed,
could be a template for other states to
follow.

The fertility question ties into
another critical need for people who
receive gene therapy: survivorship
support. That means offering ongo-
ing medical treatment to ensure any
potential short- and long-term side
effects are monitored.

Some of the challenge comes from
understanding a body no longer teth-
ered to a chronic disease. That could
mean learning how to distinguish
between garden-variety pain, resid-
ual pain related to organ damage
from the disease, and an actual sickle
cell crisis.

And many patients will need fur-
ther mental-health support to deal
with the profound emotional experi-
ence of being functionally cured.
Coming to terms with the new nor-
mal, no matter how badly it was want-
ed, is a process. As Jimi Olaghere,

who received the Vertex drug as part
of a clinical trial, noted recently in a
poignant op-ed in the MIT Technolo-
gy Review, “... some people become
enmeshed with their chronic disease.
In many ways, your disease becomes
part of your identity and way of life.”

“Somany of our patients have been
told they’ll die by their 30s or 40s,”
says Sharl Azar, medical director of
Massachusetts General Hospital’s
Comprehensive Sickle Cell Disease
Treatment Center. With gene therapy
offering them a different future, they
must now imagine a life well into
their 50s and 60s or beyond. And they
will need support as they learn to
“balance the new responsibility that
comes from being able to live a more
‘normal’ life,” Azar says. That could
mean potentially having their first
steady job or finishing school.

The handful of sickle cell centers
that will initially offer Casgevy and
Lyfgenia seem prepared to provide
the kind of long-term psychosocial
support that patients will need. That
component can’t be lost if these treat-
ments start to be administered by
doctors without the same deep under-
standing of the disease.

It’s also fair to worry about soci-
ety’s commitment to a patient popula-
tion that has been sidelined for so
long. After the excitement over the
medical breakthrough fades, will the
support still be there for these
patients in a decade or two? Not
everyone will be eligible for or even
want gene therapy, and there needs to
be continued funding to ensure every-
one is supported, no matter the sever-
ity of their disease or their chosen
treatment course.

The arrival of this Crispr-based
gene therapy for sickle cell disease
could be a profound moment in medi-
cine. Let’s ensure everything is done
right to ensure it takes it rightful
place in history.

Jarvis is a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist covering biotech, health
care and the pharmaceutical industry.

US PS 125820

The Commercial Review

HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus
JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

e

(260) 726-8141.

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day, Fourth
of July, Thanksgiving and Christmas — holidays are observed
on Tuesday when they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic
Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371.
Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana.
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Commercial Review,
309 W. Main St., PO. Box 1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity.

RAY COONEY

President, editor and publisher

TONIA HARDY

Business manager

VOLUME 150-NUMBER 147
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2023

LOUISE RONALD

Board chair

BRIAN DODD

Production manager

Internet-only: Three days — $3; Monthly auto-pay — $10; 13
weeks — $32; six months - $60; one year — $108.

City (walking - where available): Monthly auto-pay — $11;
13 weeks — $36; six months - $68; one year - $122.

Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay — $12; 13
weeks — $44; six months - $74; one year — $140.

Mail: Monthly auto-pay — $13; 13 weeks — $49; six months -

www.thecr.com

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

$80; one year — $151.
Home delivery problems:

—Thomas Jefferson

Subscription rates

Call (260) 251-9588




The Commercial Review

Friday, December 15, 2023

Page 5

Vulnerablllty found in corn

By LAURA QUINN
University of lllinois Ag News

When a sweet corn breeder
reached out in 2021 to report
severe injury from the herbicide
tolpyralate, Marty Williams
hoped it was a fluke isolated to a
single inbred line. But two years
later, after methodical field,
greenhouse, and genetic testing,
his new Pest Management Sci-
ence study not only confirms sen-
sitivity to tolpyralate in 49 sweet
corn and field corn lines, but also
reveals a new genetic vulnerabil-
ity that may affect corn more
generally.

Tolpyralate is a relatively new
HPPD-inhibiting herbicide
labeled for all types of corn. Typ-
ically, corn detoxifies HPPD-
inhibitors before they can cause
injury, through expression of
the Nsfl gene. Corn lines with
mutant nsfl alleles can show sen-
sitivity to HPPD-inhibitors, but
that wasn’t the case with
tolpyralate in the lines Williams
tested. Instead, his study showed
tolypyralate sensitivity is related
to a different gene entirely,
explaining why sensitivity was
neither expected nor caught dur-
ing the breeding process.

“Cross-sensitivity to multiple
postemergence herbicides, all
linked to mutant nsfl alleles, has
been understood for years. Breed-
ers typically screen with a prod-
uct like nicosulfuron, an ALS-
inhibitor, because it’ll identify
(i.e., kill) any inbreds that aren’t
tolerant to a wide variety of her-
bicides, including most HPPD-
inhibitors,” said Williams, an
ecologist with USDA’s Agricul-
tural Research Service and affili-
ate professor in the Department
of Crop Sciences, part of the Col-
lege of Agricultural, Consumer
and Environmental
Sciences (ACES) at the Universi-
ty of Illinois Urbana-Cham-
paign.

The original sweet corn line
from 2021 had been screened with
nicosulfuron, showing no injury
and indicating the Nsfl gene was
doing its job. Expecting the same
result with tolpyralate was rea-
sonable, since no one had report-
ed major crop injury from the
new herbicide. So, when
tolpyralate injury reared its
head, the breeder was baffled.

The unusual case led Williams’
team to start hunting for
bleached-white corn — the tell-
tale sign of HPPD-inhibitor
injury — around the U. of I
farms.

Team explores
genetic options

Researchers from USDA Agricultural Research Service, University of lllinois, and the
private sector discuss the first public report of severe tolpyralate sensitivity in corn.

They didn’t have to hunt long.

Here and there, among strap-
ping green corn rows, were
stunted, white stragglers. The
team contacted the researchers
running trials around the farms
to find out what had been
sprayed. Tolpyralate, every time.

Faced with a phenomenon that
looked less and less like a fluke,
Williams’ crew embarked on
field and greenhouse trials to
determine just how widespread
tolpyralate sensitivity was. Hav-
ing easy access to a sweet corn
diversity panel, they focused
mostly on that group. But they
also tested a narrow panel of
field corn genotypes.

From the modest screening,
the team documented 49 sweet
corn (43) and field corn (six)
inbreds that suffered moderate
to severe injury from
tolpyralate. Importantly, the
source of the sugary enhancer
gene in sweet corn, a parent line
for many sweet corn hybrids,
was among the most sensitive
genotypes, suggesting sensitivi-
ty could be even more wide-
spread.

Interestingly, injury was far
worse with the addition of
atrazine and herbicide adju-

By STEVE KOPPES
Purdue Ag News

Beekeepers lose between
30% and 40% of their
colonies annually, mostly
to parasites and pathogens.
Losses during one bad year
in Indiana reached 60%.

“The traditional methods
of bee breeding have been
around for nearly 100
years,” said Purdue Univer-
sity’s Brock Harpur, assis-
tant professor of entomolo-
gy. Although breeders have
made progress, many of
their methods remain
unchanged even with the
recent availability of
affordable gene sequenc-
ing. “The honeybee genome
was sequenced in 2006.
There really hasn’t been a
lot of bee breeding in this
country that’s been empow-
ered by that resource.”

Harpur aims to change
that with Purdue’s Luiz
Brito, associate professor
of animal  sciences,
and Gregor Gorjanc of
the Roslin Institute at the
University of Edinburgh in
Scotland. They seek to vali-
date genomic breeding
tools while designing a sys-
tem that bee breeders can
implement themselves.

Their work is among the
projects supported by $11.6
million in grants allocated
from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture National
Institute of Food and Agri-
culture earlier this year to
promote healthy pollinator
populations.

“That excludes honey
production, which is anoth-
er huge industry,” Harpur
said. “Bee breeding is cen-
tral to that. Beekeepers his-
torically have responded to
industry threats with
breeding. The goal here is
to help them do that better
with genomics resources.”

Five years ago, with
genetic samples priced at
$400 each, that prospect

would have been costly. But
the price has dropped to
about $50 per sample.

Harpur’s lab, which
operates a gene sequencing
service for beekeepers, has
sequenced nearly 2,000
samples from across the
country. He can use the
genotypes from that same
database to see how effec-
tively they predict breed-
ing values under ideal con-
ditions. He also uses simu-
lated datasets to explore
the statistical validity of
his approach on supercom-
puters at Purdue’s Rosen
Center for Advanced Com-
puting.

The simulations allow
the researchers to assess
how many samples are
enough to statistically vali-
date their goals.

The computer simula-
tions also enable the scien-
tists to analyze thousands
or millions of honeybee
genomes with many differ-
ent histories and from
many different situations
to see how well their
genomic predictions fit
reality. The simulations
can even help identify
which of the many avail-
able genome sequencing
methods might work best,
Harpur noted.

As an evolutionary biolo-
gist, Harpur sees the proj-
ect as a way to answer
questions both for bee
breeding and for basic sci-
ence. How does the artifi-
cial selection of bee breed-
ing affect bee colonies,
which consist of tens of
thousands of highly social
individuals?

“They’re all genetically
related, and they all collec-
tively manifest these traits
that we’re interested in,”
he said. “When I talk about
honey production, that’s
not the action of one bee.
That’s the action of thou-
sands of related bees.”
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vants commonly co-applied with
HPPD-inhibitors.

“When we applied pure
tolpyralate to the sensitive sweet
corn inbred, the crop looked
fine,” Williams said. “But when
we added adjuvants recommend-
ed by the herbicide label — crop
oil or methylated seed oil —we
got a severe bleaching response.
And when we also included
atrazine, which is common with
HPPD-inhibitors, plant mortality
was rapid.”

Williams clarified it’s not feasi-
ble to just remove the adjuvants
from the tank. They improve her-
bicide uptake by weeds and are
essential for successful weed con-
trol.

“Tolpyralate has agronomic
advantages, but obviously it will
have limited utility if it harms
the crop,” Williams said.

With mounting evidence sug-
gesting nsfl wasn’t to blame for
tolpyralate sensitivity, the team
then mapped the genome to find
the culprit.

“Using the original sensitive
sweet corn line to map the trait,
we narrowed it down to the
region on chromosome 5

near Nsfl. But it’s not Nsfl, and
there’s nothing obvious in the

- GRAPHIC

genomic region we identified that
easily explains tolpyralate sensi-
tivity. So, while we’ve mapped the
trait, the physiological mecha-
nism remains elusive.”

Williams notes that more
research is needed to get to the
bottom of tolpyralate sensitivity,
both in terms of the physiologi-
cal mechanism and how wide-
spread the trait might be in all
types of corn. He said there’s
potential to develop molecular
markers that can identify sensi-
tive corn lines, which would be
useful in improving tolerance to
tolpyralate.

For now, he wants to raise
awareness among corn breeders,
growers, and chemical compa-
nies working on the next genera-
tion of HPPD-inhibitors, espe-
cially since this is the first inci-
dence of a genetic vulnerability
to a corn herbicide documented
in over three decades.

“What we have learned from
this research may be helpful
beyond tolpyralate itself, since
several new HPPD-inhibitors
derived from the same chemical
structure are being developed,”
Williams said. “If we can avoid
additional problems in the
future, let’s do it now.”
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To host

Jay County’s Purdue
Extension office is part-
nering with local fire
departments to offer
emergency prepared-
ness for rural families
training sessions in
March.

Dunkirk Fire Depart-
ment will host a farm
emergency manage-
ment program March 5.
A first aid session will
follow March 7.

Portland Fire
Department will host a
fire protection pro-
gram March 12. A HAZ-
MAT session will fol-
low March 14.

All sessions will run
from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

USDA launches

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA)
has launched an online
application for Direct
Loan customers.

The loan application
is available at farm-
ers.gov.

“Online services are
commonplace in com-
mercial lending, and
with USDA Farm Serv-
ice Agency’s new
online loan application
feature, it is now easier
for producers to get the
financing they need to
start, expand, or main-
tain their farming and
ranching operations,”
said USDA deputy sec-
retary Xochitl Torres
Small.

Hunt returns

Indiana Department
of Natural Resources is
continuing this year.

The program allows
Hoosier hunters to take
their field-dressed deer
to one of more than 50
meat processing sites
in the state. The proces-
sor then butcher’s the
meat and donates it to
area food banks.

Participating meat
processors in the area
include Fisher Pack-
ing in Pennville and
Wright Brothers Buck-
stop in Redkey. For
more information,
visit on.IN.gov/hunt-
forhunger or contact
jquillen@dnr.IN.gov