
By SARAH WIRE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — A
jury in Washington, D.C.,
has ordered former Trump
campaign lawyer Rudolph
W. Giuliani to pay $148 mil-
lion to two former Georgia
election workers who
became the targets of  vio-
lent threats after he
accused them of  manipu-
lating ballots in the 2020
election.

After Giuliani refused to
participate in the pretrial
discovery process, U.S.
District Judge Beryl How-
ell determined without a
trial in August that Giu-
liani was liable for defama-
tion and that he had
engaged in a conspiracy
with former President
Donald Trump, the Trump
campaign, the television
network OAN and an OAN
personality to defame
Ruby Freeman and her
daughter, Shaye Moss. Ear-
lier this year Giuliani con-
ceded in a court filing that
he made false statements
about Freeman and Moss.

The sole issue for the
eight-person jury to decide
was the amount of  dam-
ages; Freeman and Moss’
lawyer asked for at least
$24 million each.

Over four days jurors
heard emotional testimo-
ny from Moss and Free-
man about how Giuliani’s
repeated false, defamatory
statements about them
after the 2020 election
upended their lives, caus-
ing them to change their
appearances, homes and
jobs in an effort to avoid
the onslaught of  graphic
and racist messages they
received.

Giuliani repeatedly
claimed the women tam-
pered with ballots to
change the election results
and amplified misleading
security video that he
falsely claimed showed
them counting ballots
after the process had offi-
cially concluded. He also
accused both women of
passing a USB drive like
“vials of  cocaine or hero-
in.” The women told jurors
that the item in question
was a ginger mint.

See Giuliani page 2

Giuliani
will pay
$148
million
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Fort Recovery Local
Schools will hold its junior
high and high school band
Christmas concert at 7 p.m.
Sunday. The concert is free
and open to the public.

Tuesday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS girls basket-
ball game against South
Adams.

Thursday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil and Fort Recovery Village
Council meetings.

In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Holiday hollering
West Jay Elementary third graders sing “Rap It Up to Go”

during their annual Christmas concert Thursday in the school’s
gymnasium.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Trusted adults left
firearms in their purses,
between couch cushions,
in their dressers or other-
wise unsecured and
loaded. Curious teenagers
and toddlers alike found
the weapons, killing or
injuring themselves and
others.

Recent reports found that
Indiana had the third-high-
est number of  unintention-
al shootings by children so
far in 2023, with nine chil-
dren dead and another 18
injured — according to data
collected by gun safety
advocate Everytown.

The unprecedented surge
in youth gun violence has
left leaders scrambling for
answers but one particular
common factor prompted a
Democratic lawmaker
to revive a failed attempt to

promote safe firearm stor-
age and penalize adults
who fail to do so with chil-
dren at home.

Rep. Mitch Gore, D-Indi-
anapolis, said the bill’s
details aren’t yet finalized
but “the crux of  it … would
make it unlawful, specifi-
cally, to leave a firearm
unattended when it’s likely
that a child could gain
access to it.”

Ways to secure a firearm

could include disassem-
bling or removing a critical
component so it can’t fire
or locking it up — either in
a safe or lockbox or using a
cable lock. 

“The idea, of  course, is to
prevent these tragedies that
we’re seeing more and
more where children
access an unsecured
firearm and then use it to
injure themselves or anoth-
er,” Gore said. 

Storage bill revived

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jay County Humane Society
has opened its new facility’s
doors to the public.

The organization recently
started welcoming community
members into its new building at
1376 W. Votaw St., Portland. 

So far, the new location has
helped to spur more adoptions
than the organization had seen
in a long time. In the first few
days of  December alone, seven
animals found new homes. In
another recent week, nine ani-
mals moved in with new fami-
lies.

“We’ve adopted out many
more animals just in the past
three weeks,” said Jay County
Humane Society consultant
Linda Conn. “We’re so happy,
really, that the animals in most
likelihood won’t have to stay as
long in the kennel.”

Jay County Humane Society
bought the former Fastenal
building along Indiana 67 on the
western edge of  Portland in 2022,
raising at least $1 million toward
its purchase and renovation
costs. Jay County officials also

contributed $275,000 toward the
project originally priced at about
$1.2 million for land acquisition,
construction and other fees.

It’s a step up from the former
site on Shadeland Avenue, which
featured 12 dog kennels and a
small area for cat cages in a 1,000-
square-foot space with less than
600 square feet of  exterior kennel
space. Overcrowding as well as
safety concerns — visitors enter-
ing the building immediately
walked through a hallway
attached to the kennels — led the
organization to pursue a new
space.

The facility on Votaw Street is
sectioned into spaces for
humans, dogs and cats, per the
current standard for animal
shelters. It boasts two free-roam-
ing cat rooms as well as a large
room for cat cages, nearly 40 ken-
nels with additional inside and
outside space for dogs, a kitchen
to prepare animals’ meals, a sally
port for transporting and receiv-
ing animals, two intake rooms
for new animals before their vet-
erinarian checks, a medical
room for sick animals or those
recovering from surgery, a lobby

area, a meet and greet room, a
break room for staff  and another
room that will likely be used for
board meetings.

There’s also about 3 acres of
land north of  the facility that is
regularly used by volunteers

while walking dogs. Jay County
Humane Society treasurer
Mindy Weaver noted plans to
periodically put in more fencing
outside, with a goal to eventually
fence in the whole lot.

See Humane page 2

Organization’s new facility open
The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jay County Humane
Society recently opened its new

facility on the west side of
Portland. It features nearly 40

kennels for dogs, two free-roaming cat
rooms, a kitchen, an intake area and a

meeting room. The humane society purchased
the former Fastenal building and raised about $1

million for renovations to make it a facility to house
animals. “We’ve adopted out many more animals just in

the past three weeks,” said humane society consultant
Linda Conn. “We’re so happy, really, that the animals in most

likelihood won’t have to stay as long in the kennel.”

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Hank, a Jack Russell terrier mix available at Jay
County Humane Society, greets folks walking by his kennel
last week.

Reports: Indiana has
third-highest number of
unintentional shootings

by children so far in 2023

Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  54 degrees Friday. 

Today’s forecast calls for most-
ly cloudy skies with a high
around 50 and a slight chance of
rain in the afternoon. Rain is

expected tonight with a low of  41
and winds gusting to 25 miles per
hour. There’s a 50% chance of
rain throughout Sunday.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Weather
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Continued from page 1
With construction on the building

completed, volunteers relocated all
cats to the new building in October.
They’ve been slowly moving dogs —
about two or three each trip — as
they’ve transitioned into the new
facility and plan to have all animals
at the Votaw Street location within
the next month. (Currently, volun-
teers visit the Shadeland Avenue
building each day to take care of  the
remaining handful of  dogs.)

As for the former building, Jay
County Humane Society will work
with the City of  Portland and its
adjacent wastewater treatment plant
to figure out what comes next.

The new, larger facility will help
with the organization’s animal con-
trol duties. Jay County Humane Soci-
ety started providing animal control
to the county and Portland in Janu-
ary 2021 following the retirement of
Bill and Kathy Fields, former animal
control officers. (Midwest Pet Refuge
also provided animal control servic-
es alongside the organization for a
period of  time.)

In October, Jay County officials
signed a formal one-year service
agreement with the organization for
$66,325. (Previously, the organization
had been acting on a verbal agree-
ment with the county, and upon
securing the new building it began
seeking animal control contracts

with the county and local municipal-
ities. Per the contract that starts Jan.
1, the county’s portion covers unin-
corporated, rural parts of  Jay Coun-
ty.)

Other agreements starting in Jan-
uary have been signed with Portland
($42,525) and Salamonia. Conn said
the organization is open to pro-rating
costs in agreements with other
municipalities if  the need arises next
year.

“We have so much more variety of
animals (now) than I ever remem-
ber,” Weaver pointed out, noting the
size and breed differences of  animals
currently in the shelter.

One of  those future pets is Mag-
num, a 1-year-old labrador retriever
who loves giving hugs. Others dogs
available as of  Tuesday included a
variety of  breeds, such as Jack Rus-
sell terrier Sweet Pea, pit bull terrier
Angel and chihuahua and pomeran-
ian mix Neal. There are also current-
ly a variety of  domestic short-haired
cats, including Heidi, a senior cat
with a gray coat, and Meatball, an
orange-striped kitten.

To learn more about the animals
available at Jay County Humane
Society, check their pages on Face-
book or Petfinder.com, call the shel-
ter or visit in-person.

Business hours for the public are
from noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday and noon to 2 p.m. Saturday.

(For animal control services, they
are available as needed through con-
tact with local police.) Jay County
Humane Society can be reached at
(260) 726-6339.

Although it’s now open to the pub-
lic, the new facility still has a few
odds and ends to finish up before its
official ribbon-cutting. Some of
those projects include putting on a
new roof  — pending weather condi-
tions, it’s expected to be finished
within the next few weeks — and
installing a new sign on the front of
the building.

Weaver and Conn said as they were
moving in, folks started stopping by.

“We’ve had a lot of  people from out
of  town,” said Weaver.

Conn noted incoming animals are
regularly checked by veterinarians,
and medical bills vary greatly. Dona-
tions can be made at the facility or at
various businesses across Portland.
Volunteers are also always welcome.

Despite operating as the county’s
contracted animal control service
and working out of  a new building,
Jay County Humane Society is still
dedicated to its original goals, noted
Weaver.

“We still have our core values, we
are a no-kill shelter,” Weaver said.
“Even though we’re doing animal
control, people I think feel like we’ve
changed who we are, but we’re just
the same organization doing more.”

Twenty-five years ago this
week, Stacie Muhlenkamp
came up big in the fourth
quarter to lift the Patriots
over their state line rival.

The Dec. 16, 1998, edition of
The Commercial Review fea-
tured coverage of  the Jay
County High School girls bas-
ketball team’s 55-48 victory
over the host Fort Recovery
Indians.

Muhlenkamp broke a 41-41
tie to start a run of  three con-
secutive baskets that put the
Patriots in the lead for good
with just over two minutes
left in the game. The hoops
accounted for six of  her sea-
son-high 17 points.

“I always look forward to

playing Fort Recovery,” said
Muhlenkamp. “A lot of  my
family lives here. I know a lot
of  people here. We know a lot
of  players on their team.”

She stepped up in the game
she relished, making every
shot she attempted — seven
from inside the arc and one 3-
pointer. Teammate Cassie
Golden added 15 points.

It was a rough-and-tumble
game, with the teams combin-
ing for almost 50 turnovers.
FRHS coach Lynn Bihn said
she felt her team’s inability to
handle the Patriots’ full-court
press cost it the game.

“I think they got flustered,”
she said. “It didn’t (bother) us
until the last three or four

minutes. We started forcing
passes. We were only down
two points with three min-
utes left. We shouldn’t have
lost by seven.”

Jay County coach Lea
Selvey credited his team’s
poise under pressure.

“We’ve got two kind of
young teams out there and I
think our kids had a little bit
more composure out there,”
he said. “I think we’ve been
helped by our competition.
When you play Richmond and
Anderson Highland, those are
the games that help you win
these kind of  games.”

Jullie Keller and Angie
Staugler each had 13 points to
lead Fort Recovery.

Retrospect

The Commercial Review/Dan Gelston

Jay County High School’s Amy Huelskamp strips
the ball away from Angie Staugler of Fort Recovery during
the Patriots’ 55-48 win over the Indians on Dec. 15, 1998.
At left is Jay County’s Stacie Muhlenkamp.

Muhlenkamp leads JCHS over Indians

Humane ...

Continued from page 1
Moss and Freeman’s

attorney Von DuBose aired
for jurors hundreds of  the
threats Freeman and Moss
received.

DuBose showed jurors a
“strategic communications
plan” from Giuliani that
called for Trump and his
surrogates to use the
claims about Freeman and
Moss to support their
unsuccessful efforts to
overturn the 2020 election.

On Tuesday, Moss testi-
fied for hours about living
with fear and panic from
the flood of  threats, includ-
ing pushing away the peo-
ple around her because she
didn’t want to cause them
harm and changing her
hair color. She said she felt
like “the worst mom in the
world” when her son failed
his classes after receiving
hundreds of  racist text
messages.

She recounted how peo-
ple broke into her grand-
mother’s home and
attempted to perform a citi-
zen’s arrest and said her
greatest fear was that her
son would come home one
day to find his mother and
grandmother hanging
from a tree in the front
yard.

“How can someone with
so much power go public
and talk about things he
obviously has no clue
about. It’s obvious lies,”
Moss said of  Giuliani’s
false claims about her and
her mother. “Nothing he
said was true.”

On the courthouse steps
Monday, Giuliani told
reporters that he didn’t

regret his actions and
again falsely claimed Moss
and Freeman rigged votes.
The judge scolded him the
next day, saying the com-
ments could support anoth-
er defamation claim by the
former election workers. 

Giuliani did not testify
on Thursday. Giuliani’s
lawyer, Joe Sibley, told the
jury that he decided
against his client testifying
because “these women
have been through
enough.”

Instead, he urged jurors
to have sympathy for Giu-
liani and remember the 80-
year-old former New York
City mayor as a unifying
figure after 9/11.

Today
Kirby, Kaylee: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Lightner, William: 4 p.m.,

Union Chapel Church, 4622 N.
Broadway Ave., Muncie. 

Tuesday
DeRome, Betty: 2 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Giuliani ...

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 3-8-8
Daily Four: 8-9-9-2
Quick Draw: 1-7-11-14-

21-31-33-35-37-39-45-51-53-
55-57-62-65-67-69-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 1-9-1
Pick 4: 0-6-8-9

Pick 5: 9-6-5-7-6
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 22-24-

28-29-35
Jackpot: $130,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$535 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $28

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.63
Late Dec. corn..........4.73
Wheat ......................5.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.63
Jan. corn ..................4.73
Feb. corn ..................4.74

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.58
Jan. corn ..................4.68
Beans ......................12.91

Jan. beans ..............13.01
Wheat ......................5.89

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.38
Jan. corn ..................4.55
Beans ......................12.87
Jan. beans ..............12.93
Wheat .......................5.79

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.48
Jan. corn ..................4.53
Beans ......................12.66
Jan. beans ..............12.74
Wheat ......................5.29

In 1431, King Henry
IV of  England was
crowned King of  France.
He’s the only English
monarch to have served
in both roles.

In 1707, Mount Fuji
erupted for the last
recorded time. The vol-
cano, known as the high-
est in Japan, erupted for
17 days.

In 1773, protestors in
Boston dumped taxed
British East India Com-
pany tea into the harbor.
Colonists tossed more
than 300 chests of  tea
into the water.

In 1775, Richard Ark-
wright patented his card-
ing machine, a mecha-
nism used in cotton
mills.

In 1777, Virginia rati-

fied the Articles of  Con-
federation. Full ratifica-
tion by all 13 states didn’t
occur until several years
later in March 1781.

In 1893, “New Work
Symphony,” created by
Antonín Dvořák, pre-
miered at Carnegie Hall
in New York.

In 1913, Charlie Chap-
lin began his film career
at Keystone. The comedi-
an went on to win several
Academy Awards,
including a special award
for his impact in bring-
ing motion pictures the
fame they have today.

In 1944, the Battle of
the Bulge began with Nazi
Germany launching a
counteroffensive against
the Allies in Belgium.

— The CR

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5 p.m. — Portland Eco-
nomic Development
Income Tax Advisory
Committee, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,

1616 N. Franklin St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

CR almanac

48/32 36/20 33/24 41/31 45/35
There’s a

50% chance
of showers on
Sunday under
cloudy skies.
The high may
hit 48 during
the day.

Thursday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a high of
45 degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Wednesday,
when the high
will be in the
low 40s.

Monday has
a 60% chance
of snow mixed
with rain
throughout the
day. Otherwise,
mostly cloudy.

Tuesday’s
weather will
be sunny. The
high will be
around 33
degrees.

Sunday
12/17

Monday
12/18

Tuesday
12/19

Wednesday
12/20

Thursday
12/21



DEAR ABBY: Is it normal to be
disgusted by your wife’s lack of
concern about her appearance
and her belongings? My wife
drives a $50,000 car that never
gets washed and is so filled with
“stuff” that seldom can she take
even one passenger.

Her side of  the bedroom is just
as bad. She never makes the bed
and can no longer get to her
dresser because there are so
many clothes piled in front of  it.
It’s the same down the hall. In
addition to plowing things aside
or piling them in a spare room,
her messes take over the house. 

She also doesn’t take care of
herself. She often doesn’t shower
for days. Her clothes are frumpy,
and I can no longer count how
many pounds she keeps adding. It

is embarrassing for me, especial-
ly when she proclaims she “will
never be concerned about her
weight again.” I feel it’s disre-
spectful to me when she says
those things, and I can’t let this
continue. I am supposed to get
used to it? It doesn’t seem right. 

Most of  her time is spent lis-
tening to and reading about poli-
tics. Some would be OK, but she
has dived so far down the self-

righteous religious rabbit hole,
she has no other perspective. She
can’t work. She believes she’s
some sort of  activist because she
forwards memes on Facebook. It
amazes me that she can see neigh-
bors who are older than she is,
have full-time careers and take
care of  themselves and their
things and yet still believe she’s
normal and even judge others. 

She does a few things for the
church, where she can portray an
upstanding image, and it’s impor-
tant to her they see her that way. I
think she has a chemical imbal-
ance of  some sort and needs help,
but how do you even start? If  it
wasn’t so complicated, I’d move
out. By not doing so, is my com-
placency making things worse?
— AT MY LIMIT IN TEXAS

DEAR LIMIT: Was your wife
like this when you were dat-
ing? In the year or two after
your marriage? If  the answer
is no, it is important that she
be evaluated by a doctor
because what you describe
could be symptoms of  depres-
sion or a mental or emotional
problem. 

The way I would handle this
if  I were in your place would
be to tell her you love her, but
you can no longer live the way
things have become. Then
offer her a choice: Get help, or
you are leaving.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been strug-

gling with the loss of  my mother,
who passed away 10 months ago.
She was my best friend and was

always there for me when I came
out as gay. When I married my
husband in October 2020, she was
so happy — she actually gave me
away. We lost her suddenly, and
since then my life has felt dark
and sad. I’m currently in therapy,
and I have made progress. But I
am stuck wondering, is it normal
almost a year later to still feel
hurt and sad that my mother is
gone? — SAD SON IN INDIANA

DEAR SON: I am glad you
asked. I am also glad you are
in therapy. Everyone grieves
differently, and it is not unusu-
al for someone to continue to
grieve the loss of  a loved one
after a year. Please accept my
deepest sympathy for the loss
of  your dear mother. There
are brighter days ahead.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30

p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of  each month at
the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of  each month at
the library.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-
9334.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-9201

For Jay County Schools 
December 18-22

Monday: Main Entrees: Classic cheeseburger in bun
Alternate Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch,
ham & cheese salad,  breadstick Sides for all
meals: BBQ baked beans

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef nachos Alternate Entrees:
PB&J and cheese fun lunch, ham & cheese
salad,  breadstick Sides for all meals:
Vegetarian refried beans

Wednesday: No School

Thursday: No School

Friday: No School

Community Calendar

Wife’s different lifestyle bothers her spouse

By HENRY SAVAGE
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Tribune News Service

PHILADELPHIA — As
the trend of  buying Christ-
mas trees earlier becomes
more common, whether
because of  post-Thanksgiv-
ing holiday spirit or tree
supply shortages reward-
ing the early bird, taking
better care of  your home
Christmas tree becomes
more crucial.

This year, local farmers
said that Thanksgiving
weekend was the busiest
sales time of  the season,
with some growers even
closing up shop before
December. 

National trade associa-
tions have again urged
shoppers to buy trees earli-
er for the best options due
to the persistent stunting
of  tree growth and supply
since 2016. This means for
many households, Christ-
mas trees are residing
indoors for longer periods,
which can lead to

headaches and  health haz-
ards. 

Joshua Malik, owner of
Lehigh Valley-based
Joshua Tree Experts,
works to educate people  on
tree care and safety, espe-
cially around winter holi-
days. He said that there are
simple steps to take each
day that protect your tree
and avoid fire risks. 

“I wouldn’t keep a tree
indoors more than four to
six weeks. That’s when
you’re going to start seeing
a lot of  needles drop, and
that’s a clear indication
that the tree is drying out
and becoming more of  a
hazard.” Malik said.
“Christmas is all about fire-
places, candles, holiday
parties, and those are stres-
sors when it comes to tree
safety. After that six-week
period, it’s time to get it out
of  the house.”

According to the Nation-
al Fire Protection Associa-
tion, a little more than 150
house fires are attributed to

Christmas trees each year.
Two years ago, a Christmas
tree caused the Fairmount
house fire that claimed the
lives of  12 people.

Here are some helpful
Christmas tree care and
safety tips to follow this hol-
iday season.

Tree care
The most important

thing your Christmas tree
needs is water. According
to Malik, a 6-foot Christmas
tree can absorb a half  gal-
lon of  water per day.

Pro tip: Get a tree stand
that is capable of  holding
water. Malik sets up his 9-
foot tree with a tree stand
that can hold two gallons of
water, using a Christmas
tree watering funnel for
easy water refills.

“If  you put a Christmas
tree on something like a
wooden peg stand with a
drilled hole in the bottom
of  the tree, that tree’s going
to dry out really quick,”

Malik said. “It’s going to be
a pain in the butt because
you’re gonna be picking up
needles maybe two or three
times a day.”

It’s also very important
to make sure the tree stand
fits the tree. Malik said
coming home to a tree
crashed over in the living
room can put a damper on
the Christmas spirit.

Check and replenish
your Christmas tree’s
water each day.

Pro tip: Cut an extra half-
inch to an inch off  the
trunk; the fresh cut will
help the tree better absorb
water.

If  the tree is well-
watered, the next crucial
step is to make sure it’s not
in direct sunlight or near
heat sources. Malik said
that a Christmas tree cools
off  through its needles.
“The closer the tree is to
fireplaces, heating vents,
radiator heaters, the more
moisture it will lose and
need more water,” he said.

Pro tip: Keep your Christ-
mas tree at least 3 feet away
from windows with lots of
light shining in.

Tree fire safety
A Christmas tree can

engulf  in flames in mere
seconds from being ignited,
according to Pennsylvania-
based Erie Insurance. An
experiment found that after
one minute, a Christmas
tree fire can burn down an
entire room.

Pro tip: Keep your Christ-
mas tree at a minimum of  5
feet away from candles, fire-
places, heating vents, radia-
tors, and sources of  elec-
tricity. The farther away
from these heat and elec-
tricity sources the better,
even go 10 feet for more
safety, said Malik. There
should never be loose
branches touching electri-
cal outlets, cords, or appli-
ances.

Decorate safely. Another
huge hazard are the decora-

tions and lighting used on
an indoor Christmas tree.
Malik said to make sure
that you’re hanging lights
that are intended for indoor
use (look for low-power
LED lights over incandes-
cent lights that burn hot-
ter), that no cords or wires
are frayed, and to never
overload an outlet with
multiple plugs, extension
cords, or power strips.

Pro tip: Turn off  electri-
cal decorations and light-
ing at night when you’re
sleeping or away from the
house during the day.

Malik said regardless of
Christmas tree mishaps,
every home should already
have a fire extinguisher on
hand. When the holiday is
all said and done, don’t hes-
itate to dispose of  your tree.
Malik said there’s no right
or wrong way to do it,
whether you put it out with
curbside garbage or find a
tree-recycling program, but
it needs to be out of  the
house after six weeks.

Use caution with Christmas trees

Dear
Abby
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By JIM HIGHTOWER
OtherWords

According to an old saying, “You
can’t squeeze blood from a turnip.”
True. But that raises this question:
Who would even try squeezing blood
from a turnip?

Well, metaphorically speaking, if
“blood” means profit, and “turnips”
are customers, airlines are eager to
apply the squeeze. As are banks,
credit card outfits, cable TV and
Internet hucksters, car rental com-
panies, and concert promoters.

And can anyone decipher their
insurance policies?

I’m not talking about fair profit,
but junk fees, hidden charges, undis-
closed add-ons, and other “gotchas”
that brand-name giants sneak into
the fine print of  their price tags. It’s
pure corporate larceny, adding up to
a stunning level of  unearned profit
for the perpetrators.

Airlines picked our pockets for

nearly $7 billion last year in baggage
fees alone. Credit card dealers
plucked $14 billion from us in puni-
tive late fees. The overall corporate
haul from this secretive squeeze on
consumers now tops $64 billion a
year.

Shouldn’t companies have to tell
you — in plain language — what
they’re actually charging you and
for what? “Yes!” says President
Biden, who’s pressuring the gougers
to come clean. “Hooray!” exult con-
sumers who are tired of  being
played for suckers.

Of  course, as another saying
notes, “Where there’s a will, there’s
a thousand won’ts.” So a flock of
corporate lobbyists are now swarm-
ing the Capitol crying: “Save junk
fees!”

Their arguments are hilariously
absurd: They assert that price dis-
closure will “confuse consumers,”
that government should not “inter-
fere” in the free market, that it’s
“technically infeasible” to tell con-
sumers the real price. One group
actually quibbled, “What exactly is
a fee?”

To help raise common sense and
plain fairness to high places, check
out the work of  the Public Interest
Research Group at www.pirg.org.

••••••••••
Hightower is a radio commentator,

writer, and public speaker.
OtherWords is a free editorial serv-

ice published by the Insti- tute for
Policy Studies.

Corporations want to save fees

The Whittier Daily News
(California)
Tribune News Service

Ending at sundown yes-
terday, observant Jews
around the world celebrat-
ed Hanukkah, a festival of
lights. It was instituted to
celebrate the liberation
of  Israel from domination
by the Syrian Seleucid
empire, which sought to
suppress the traditional
Hebrew religion by law and
violence.

It is thus a celebration of
religious freedom, as well
as the triumph of  light over
darkness, of  spirituality
over materialism. These
concepts are symbolized by
the lighting of  the tradi-
tional Menorah, the eating
of  special foods and giving
gifts to children.

The Syrian Seleucid
emperor Antiochus III
established his rule over
Israel after winning a war
with Egypt. His policies
were fairly tolerant of  local
religions, but when Anti-
ochus IV began his reign in
174 BCE things changed.
After a small-scale rebel-
lion in Israel he responded
with a vengeance, killing
Israelites and outlawing
certain traditional reli-
gious practices, including
circumcision. He favored a
faction called Hellenized
Jews, who sought to incor-
porate Greek concepts of
beauty, art and culture into
the Hebrew culture.

As Syrian soldiers
sought to enforce the new
laws in smaller villages,
they encountered resist-
ance in Modin, where the
priest Mattityahu resisted
their orders and ended up
leading the villagers to kill
the Syrians. He and his
sons, led by Judah Mac-
cabee, fled to the hills,
where they conducted a
guerrilla campaign against
the Syrian overlords. After
they won three battles
against progressively larg-
er Syrian armies, the Syri-
ans retreated, leaving
Israel to the Israelites.

The Maccabees then

sought to cleanse the tem-
ple the Syrians had dese-
crated. One of  the rituals
was to burn an oil light for
eight days, but they found
only one cruse of  purified
oil, enough for a single day,
and it would take eight days
to create a new supply of
purified oil. According to
custom, the light miracu-
lously burned for eight
days.

This miracle is celebrat-
ed by the lighting of  the
branched Menorah, one
additional light per day
until all eight lights are
burning. Foods cooked in
oil, like potato pancakes
and doughnuts, are eaten,
and gifts of  money
— Hanukkah gelt — are
given to children. The chil-
dren play with the dreidl, a
spinning top with a spiritu-
al message.

Concepts like freedom of
religion evolve over time
(and are generally accom-
panied by spirited debate as
to whether this particular
change is real progress).

Freedom from having a
government-established
religion, for example, is of
fairly recent origin, histori-
cally speaking, and still not
practiced in much
of  Europe.

But the idea that it is
wrong to suppress religion
and religious practices
through violence and the
force of  law, as Hanukkah
reminds us, is of  relatively
ancient and honorable ori-
gin, and has influenced
those religions influenced
by Judaism, mainly Chris-
tianity and Islam.

It is spiritually and cul-
turally healthy, not just for
Jews but for all of  us, to
have that concept embed-
ded in our way of  life.

Hanukkah is a
celebration of freedom

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
We are coming up on election

season quickly, so it is again time
to evaluate claims about econom-
ic policy. This isn’t a partisan
process; candidates across the
board tend to make claims that
might trouble a close observer of
the economy. I will focus on
claims that might plausibly lead
to counterproductive policies. I
begin with the many claims
about manufacturing, and its
role in our economy.

Indiana is the most manufac-
turing-intensive state in the
Union. This seems important,
but we have fewer factory jobs
and a smaller manufacturing
GDP than California. Still, manu-
facturing is important here, and
will remain important for the
foreseeable future. But, the
importance of  manufacturing
isn’t what most political leaders
claim. It isn’t about jobs.

Manufacturing is important
because it is the source of  a sig-
nificant share of  regional pro-
ductivity growth. It is also a
source of  patents and innova-
tion, which leads to higher
incomes. The best way to under-
stand this is that wages in a
nation are affected by overall pro-
ductivity, not just productivity in
one sector. By productivity I
mean simply how much each
worker produces each year. The
United States has a very produc-
tive economy, with an extraordi-
narily productive manufacturing
sector. This boosts wages for us
all, but that isn’t the only effect.

Productivity growth in facto-
ries also means fewer factory
workers. What took 1,000 workers
in 1970 to produce can be done

with fewer than 230 workers
today. One result is that 2024 is
likely to be the record year of  fac-
tory production in U.S. history, in
inflation-adjusted dollars. We’ll
hit that milestone with near
record low number of  workers.

When I was a boy, factory jobs
provided for a large, vibrant mid-
dle class. About one in three
American workers toiled in fac-
tories and another third of  jobs
depended on the income of  facto-
ry workers. Today fewer than one
in 10 jobs depend upon manufac-
turing. The effect of  manufactur-
ing in local labor markets has
never been more modest. It will
be smaller still in 2030, even if
manufacturing production
remains strong, as I expect it
will.

This is a happy story. Ameri-
can manufacturing, like Ameri-
can agriculture, employs very
few workers because these indus-
tries are so very productive—
each worker produces a lot of
value. This comes from the use of
machinery (or land and machin-
ery in the case of  farming).
Improvements in productivity
come from workers on the shop
floor, but also from technology
and innovation produced by uni-
versities and laboratories in
businesses.

Part of  the growth of  produc-

tivity means outsourcing some
of  the work. The biggest source
of  factory outsourcing has been
to other American businesses.
About a third of  the 4.5 million
factory jobs lost since 1990 were
simply a reclassification of  work-
ers from factories to professional
services. These run the gamut
from security services to robotics
maintenance, illustrating why
American manufacturing
remains important.

Outsourcing also means send-
ing the low-value production to
less-productive countries. The
average American factory work-
er today has two years of  college
experience, which means their
education from kindergarten to
the factory floor probably cost
$300,000. We need workers like
this to make expensive, high-tech
items. The average Chinese or
Vietnamese factory worker has a
$15,000 education. We should
unapologetically pay them to
make the cheap stuff.

Maybe a third of  lost factory
jobs went overseas, a third disap-
peared due to robotics or automa-
tion and another third shifted to
other American businesses.
Again, this is a happy story about
a thriving economic sector about
which we should be very proud.
But, that does not mean that fac-
tories will boost Indiana’s lag-
ging regions. And that brings us
to politics.

A surprising number of  Amer-
ican politicians make the claim
that factory employment will res-
cue lagging regions. The implicit
promise is that manufacturing
jobs will revitalize cities that
have lost factory jobs over the
past half  century. These claims

are irresponsible. Worse still,
they show a deep lack of  respect
for voters. Even worse, a policy
focus on manufacturing jobs
weakens the long-term economic
prospects of  Indiana. This mani-
fests itself  in three ways.

First, a monolithic focus on
factory jobs has resulted in a pol-
icy focus away from higher edu-
cation. The result has been so
damaging that Mississippi now
sends almost a third more of  its
high school grads to college than
Indiana sends. Yet, job creation
in manufacturing is heaviest
among Hoosiers who haven’t
graduated from high school. We
are in the midst of  the first ‘de-
skilling’ of  the Indiana work-
force in history. It is all driven by
a wistful desire for more factory
jobs.

Second, our focus on manufac-
turing jobs as an implicit politi-
cal metric has been disastrous in
terms of  the mix of  actual facto-
ry jobs. There’s a lot highfalutin
talk about advanced manufactur-
ing, but data on job growth by
educational attainment since
January 2000 is just stunningly
bad. We’ve lost 7,852 factory jobs
held by college graduates and
39,651 who have an associate
degree or some college under
their belt. We’ve lost a whopping
86,263 jobs for high school gradu-
ates. But, we’ve actually gained
2,428 jobs for high school drop
outs.

It is worth restating that the
only factory job growth Indiana
has seen in 23 years is among
high school dropouts. So, after
almost a quarter century of  focus
on advanced manufacturing, and
more than $10 Billion in tax

incentives, we have a less well-
educated factory job force than
we had in 2000. Advanced manu-
facturing jobs require a better,
not less well-educated workforce.
We have squandered that chance.

The third problem is that the
focus on manufacturing is actual-
ly backfiring on efforts to boost
the Hoosier economy. By tailor-
ing our K-12 educational sector to
the training needs of  a declining
sector, we fail to prepare for
emerging jobs. At the same time,
the huge tax incentives to facto-
ries appear to be accelerating the
automation of  jobs. Of  course,
economists would expect this. By
abating business personal prop-
erty taxes, the cost of  new equip-
ment declines. This accelerates
automation and reduces the
demand for labor. We teach this
in our 100-level economics class-
es.

It is worth noting that these job
losses occur in the very places we
think we are trying to boost. And
that is the real rub of  our mis-
placed and myopic focus on facto-
ry jobs. There is some evidence
Indiana’s manufacturing policies
made factories more profitable,
after all their taxes dropped from
the 34th lowest to the 4th lowest
in fifteen years. But, there is just
no evidence the policies we pur-
sue to boost manufacturing have
helped Indiana’s lagging regions.
Manufacturing is an important
industry in our state for many,
many reasons. But, creating jobs
isn’t one of  them.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research at Ball State University.
Email him at mhicks@bsu.edu.

Manufacturing matters, but not for creating jobs
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Game winners
1) Who hit the shot that clinched the 1993
NBA Championship for the Chicago Bulls?

2) What UCLA point guard went
coast-to-coast for the game-winning layup

against Missouri in the 1995 NCAA Tournament?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) John Paxson
2) Tyus Edney
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Street,ater Water . W. 224 , Center, 

SecurityytunoCJay , Agency
ManagementEmergency 

CountyJay the of office 
athoursiness busgular 
-r-dud weieevre bayms ntde

MaterialsHazardous for 
ycnegEmerCounty Jay

.in.us.emaassistant@co.jay
by emailing

meetingsthese attend to 
-availis option virtual A 

at-to aged encourare parties
interestedAll Chairman. 

eettmiomChetf octaby
o-uthay ulde bl halss a

othersuch at and 5, cember 
De-and5,r mbepteSe, 6

7,ch Mar: datesfollowing 
ESTPM 2:00 at 2024 year the 

meetingsits hold will LEPC) 
CommitteePlanning 

-EmerLocal County Jay 
LEGAL NOTICE

ePublic Notic

r

Center W W

7egasdeifis
AUTOS, TRUCKS
APPAAYY CASH for junk

s. We pick up at
ocation. 1-765-546-
or 1-765-857-1071.
m’s Salvage

s f P

Center

PUBLIC NOTICE

T

lvtf

illril

lrt

rvlswN

The Commercial Review

Neewssppaper Deliiveeryy

Commentss or Proobleems?

Calll our Cirrcculaation Hotliinne

260-251-9588

Aftteer 5:00 p.m.Leavee Message Pleease.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

   

  

  
 

 
  

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
  

  
    

 
 

  
 

   
 

   
   
   

  
 

  
    

   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    

    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  

 
 
  

   
  

    
    
  

   
  

 
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

   
   

   
 

  
 

    
   
 
   
   

   
  

   
     
      

  
    

   
   

   
  

   

  
  
   

  
  

   
 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  

  
 

  
   
    

  
 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
   

 
  

    
    
   

  

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  
 

 
  

   
  

    
    

  
  

  

 

     
 

  
 

    
     

    
 

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
  

 

  

 

   

  

     

 

 

  

    

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

 
  

 

 
 

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

   
       
   

           

  
   

   

   

 

  

   

    

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    
ents m

and, Portl
Center
Agency

mergency E
the at 

wevier
facilities 

by filed 
and, Portl

Center
Agency
Emergency 

office he t
reing 
deciIn

for Plan 
JayThe 

emaassistant@co.jay
by emailing

to able 
A tend. 

parties
Chairman. its r o
byedizr

s meti
cember 

6ne Ju
the n o
the for 

LEPC) 

S

I

T

R

12 insertions. $1.52/
word

26 insertions. $1.77/
word

Includes
Online.......FREE

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch

No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100

words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. The
deadline for Mondays
paper is 12:00 p.m. Fri-

day.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

i i

day 8 am to 12 noon.
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT Part Time-
15 hours per week Mon-
day-Friday. 9 Hours per
week in the summer
Monday/Wednesday/Fri-
day. If interested call
260-726-5751

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
R i 309 W M i

E
(

   

  

  
 

 
  

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
  

  
    

 
 

  
 

   
 

   
   
   

  
 

  
    

   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    

    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  

 
 
  

   
  

    
    
  

   
  

 
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

   
   

   
 

  
 

    
   
 
   
   

   
  

   
     
      

  
    

   
   

   
  

   

  
  
   

  
  

   
 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  

  
 

  
   
    

  
 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
   

 
  

    
    
   

  

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  
 

 
  

   
  

    
    

  
  

  

 

     
 

  
 

    
     

    
 

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
  

 

  

 

   

  

     

 

 

  

    

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

 
  

 

 
 

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

   
       
   

           

  
   

   

   

 

  

   

    

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

CR 12-16-2023-
ness hours. 
726-6908 

ounty C
Management 

, nator, 
mmuCo

Samantha 
these

further For 
charge a fee for copying. 
office, 

ents m

beverage 
riety p

tyunco
city the 

Court 
ecember 27, 2023 at theD

c blipu
CountyJay 
Alcohol The 

PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE OF 

Alcohol & T

weiveR

laicremmoC

ehT

ni

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

AT30 LOST,, STRAYYED
OR FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen and we may not

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

T150 BOATS, SPORT--
ING EQUIPMENT

WANTED USED MEC
16 GA. re-loader. Willing
to travel within 50 miles
from Eaton. 765-396-
3195

190 FARMERS

T

COLUMN

AG RENTAAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309
WANTED FARMLAND
TO RENT 4th Genera-
tion Geneva farmers
looking for farmland to

h t G

E

Public Noti

nator

   

  

  
 

 
  

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
  

  
    

 
 

  
 

   
 

   
   
   

  
 

  
    

   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    

    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  

 
 
  

   
  

    
    
  

   
  

 
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

   
   

   
 

  
 

    
   
 
   
   

   
  

   
     
      

  
    

   
   

   
  

   

  
  
   

  
  

   
 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  

  
 

  
   
    

  
 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
   

 
  

    
    
   

  

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  
 

 
  

   
  

    
    

  
  

  

 

     
 

  
 

    
     

    
 

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
  

 

  

 

   

  

     

 

 

  

    

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

 
  

 

 
 

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

   
       
   

           

  
   

   

   

 

  

   

    

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

1418-6272-062
lllacro

moc.rcehtotoG
!reviledsdeifissalCeht
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wenaot,emohwenaotracwenamorF

.sdeifissalCweiveRlaicremmoCehT
nidnifthgimuoytahwwonkrevenuoYo

SDEIFISSALC
EHTNITITEG

Y

l

,seirasrevinnA,syadhtriB

053$
ROFENOTEG

596$
ROFENOYUB

”31x”04
SRENNA

PLXAPASHCR 12-16-2023-
ness hours. 

busi-regular during 726-6908 
260-at Center Security ounty 
Jay, AgencyManagement 

EmergencyCounty Jay 
-iordCoencyergEmnitymmu

LEPCRhodehamel, Samantha 
contactse pleaatters, m

oninformation further 
charge a fee for copying. 

mayCommittee the and 
theat obtained be may 

AXLPHSPAXLPCR 12-16-2023-
President

Nashville,Dr Hilldale 3609 
SUNDERLANDSTEVEN 

President
Nashville,RD CREEK TER 

-OT1805 YLOR AYLOR TAY EMILY 
STORE #18511

GENERALDOLLAR D/B/A 
NIyekdeR76DAORETAT
W9180 LLC , DOLGENCORP, 

ALNEWAL
RE-Store y Grocerealer 
ineW& Beer DL3831572 

ants listed herein to wit:
appli-the by permit beverage 

alcoholican holding of 
-rophe te gattivesinto,ty,

saidin Portland of city 
inAuditorium, House, 

ecember 27, 2023 at the
onm a00 11:atg rinheac 

ahold will Indiana , County, 
ofBoard Beverage Alcohol 

PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE OF 

Commission
obacco Alcohol & T

cePublic Noti

County

ty

NEW
DOLGENCORP

EMIL TA

HSP

P

HE CLASSFIEDS
Find it Buy It

Sell It!
260) 726-8141

B
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CR 12-16-2023-
President
3609 
STEVEN 
President
TER 
EMIL
STORE #18511
D/B/A 

TATS
DOLGENCORP
NEW

ealer D
DL3831572 

ants listed herein to wit:

S

A

L

pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
M T Shi t S i l

Y
cash rent near Gene-
va/Bryant/Berne. Yoou
decide payment dates.
Don’t wait, last year we
filled up. Call Steve at
(419) 376-4456

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m
TWO-BEDROOM

C

c

TH
F

(2

   

  

  
 

 
  

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
  

  
    

 
 

  
 

   
 

   
   
   

  
 

  
    

   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    

    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  

 
 
  

   
  

    
    
  

   
  

 
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

   
   

   
 

  
 

    
   
 
   
   

   
  

   
     
      

  
    

   
   

   
  

   

  
  
   

  
  

   
 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  

  
 

  
   
    

  
 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
   

 
  

    
    
   

  

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  
 

 
  

   
  

    
    

  
  

  

 

     
 

  
 

    
     

    
 

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
  

 

  

 

   

  

     

 

 

  

    

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

 
  

 

 
 

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

   
       
   

           

  
   

   

   

 

  

   

    

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

ru Buckland has
diana, hereby gives notice that

, In-Indiana, in the Jay County, In-
whose mailing list is Portland,

ru Buckland,Oceanasea Tru Buckland,
CHANGE OF NAME

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
Petitioner

OCEANASEA BUCKLAND,
OF:

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE
CAUSE NO: 38-C01-2309-MI-19

TCUIT COUR
Y COUNTY CIR-IN THE JAY COUNTY CIR-

, SS:Y, SS:COUNTY OF JAY
ANAIDNIFOETATS

ePublic Notic
COUNTY OF JAY

IN THE JA

Oceanasea T

E

I

F

I

Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-

T

APARTMENT 712 N
Main, Dunkirk.
Stove/refrigerator fur-
nished. Tootal electric.
$450 plus deposit. 765-
748-2379.

S

Indiana, in the Jay County

250 PUBLIC NOTICE
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,,y

V y

A

1418-627
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CR 12-16,23,30-2023

7:30 am.
Petition on Feb. 1st, 2024 at
hearing will be held on said
Notice is further given that the
Oceanasea T
her name be changed to
County Court requesting that
filed a petition in the Jay

D

A

moc.rceht.www
sdeifissalC
RCehT
tuO

765-509-1956
Firewood available

.ndingirStump G
moval, Rerimming,ree Trimming,Tree T

Tree Service
’sittle JJ

Tree T

(765) 546-8801

enacFur
gniloo C &gnatiHe

’save

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

D

FAL

√

D

Oceanasea T

   

  

  
 

 
  

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
  

  
    

 
 

  
 

   
 

   
   
   

  
 

  
    

   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    

    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  

 
 
  

   
  

    
    
  

   
  

 
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

   
   

   
 

  
 

    
   
 
   
   

   
  

   
     
      

  
    

   
   

   
  

   

  
  
   

  
  

   
 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  

  
 

  
   
    

  
 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
   

 
  

    
    
   

  

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  
 

 
  

   
  

    
    

  
  

  

 

     
 

  
 

    
     

    
 

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
  

 

  

 

   

  

     

 

 

  

    

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

 
  

 

 
 

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

   
       
   

           

  
   

   

   

 

  

   

    

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

PLXAPAS- HCR 12-16,23,30-2023
12-6-2023

Petitioner
ru Buckland, Oceanasea Tru Buckland, 

7:30 am.
Petition on Feb. 1st, 2024 at
hearing will be held on said
Notice is further given that the

ru McKibben.Oceanasea Tru McKibben.
her name be changed to
County Court requesting that
filed a petition in the Jay

ru Buckland hasOceanasea Tru Buckland hasOceanasea T

Oceanasea T

Oceanasea T

62
F
latem

RAB

iNCEEGABBARD F B

E

P
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The Patriots scored off
the opening tip as they
have so often this season
and were rolling on offense
from the start.

A couple of  3-pointers
helped New Castle keep
pace, but only for the first
four minutes.

Jay County High
School’s girls basketball
team extended its winning
streak to eight games
Thursday, closing the first
quarter with 12 consecu-
tive points and rolling to a
63-24 victory over the visit-
ing New Castle Trojans.

“I was real pleased that
we had three kids in double
digits,” said JCHS coach
Sherri McIntire, whose
team’s last loss came Nov.
17 at Bellmont. “I was
pleased with Bella Denton.
She’s been working really
hard in practice on her post
moves. I felt like tonight
she played with a lot of
confidence. …

“Sophie Saxman, second
game in a row with double
digits. We need her to do
that.”

Alana Orr’s 3-pointer
had the Trojans (2-11) trail-
ing just 12-8 midway
through the first quarter,
but a hoop from Hallie
Schwieterman started a 16-
0 run for Jay County (10-2).
Breanna Dirksen assisted
on a 3-pointer from
Danielle May and a basket
by Bella Denton, and then
May dished to Meredith
Dirksen for a bucket.
Sophie Saxman hit a put-
back off  of  a Bella Denton
miss to make it 24-8 at the
quarter break. (The home
team shot 69% from the
field in the first eight min-
utes.)

Consecutive Breanna
Dirksen baskets — one off
of  a steal and another on
an assist by Saxman —
pushed the run to 16 points
as the Patriots held New
Castle scoreless for more
than five minutes.

“Our intensity at the
beginning was a little bit
low,” said Denton. “I feel
like we picked that up a lit-
tle bit.”

JCHS scored the final six
points of  the first half  for a
36-13 advantage at the
break and opened the sec-
ond with nine in a row to
put the game out of  reach.
It was a running clock for a
chunk of  the second half
as everyone available on

the Patriots’ roster saw
minutes.

Saxman and Denton
were efficient in leading
the way for Jay County. The
former was 4-of-5 from the
field and 5-of-6 from the line
for a team-high 13 points.
The latter went 6-of-7 — her
only miss led to Saxman’s
put-back at the end of  the
first quarter — en route to a
12-point effort

“I just feel like we were
having really good passes,”
said Denton, who came into
the game averaging 2.8
points. “We were getting

really good looks down low.
That was working well.”

Hallie Schwieterman
joined Saxman and Denton
in double figures with 11
points.

Jay County was domi-
nant across the board, out-
rebounding the Trojans 39-
19, including 17 on the
offensive end, forcing 19
turnovers while commit-
ting only eight and dishing
out 14 assists. Breanna
Dirksen led the effort in
pulling down rebounds
(seven) and passing (five
assists). Meredith Dirksen

and Muhlenkamp each
grabbed six rebounds. Sax-
man and May recorded
three assists apiece.

“That’s just the character
of  this team,” said McIn-
tire. “They’re very
unselfish. They’ll make
that extra pass a lot of
times instead of  taking that
shot for themselves. That’s
just the kind of  kids they
are. They’re an unselfish
group.

New Castle’s Emma Hart
led all scorers with 15
points but needed 18 field-
goal attempts to reach that

total. No one else on the
team had more than five.

The Patriots, who are in
the midst of  a four-game
home stand, will return to
Allen County Athletic Con-
ference play Saturday when
they host South Adams and
then will have 10 days off.

Junior varsity
Jay County took a brief

lead in the final period but
came up short in a 38-26
loss to the Trojans in three
quarters.

The Patriots fell behind
as they gave up 13 first-

quarter points. They came
back to take a brief  lead as
Alexis Sibray scored all of
her eight points in the sec-
ond quarter before fading
as they gave up 15 in the
third.

Raylah Newton shared
the game high of  11 points
in the losing effort. Mered-
ith Dirksen scored all of
her seven points in the first
quarter.

Macie Morehouse
matched Newton with 11
points for the Trojans
while Peyton Blessinger
added 10.
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Eight in a row

Not many teams have been able to
score in double digits against the Patri-
ots this season.

The Southern Wells Raiders were no
exception, as the Jay County Junior
High School girls basketball teams domi-
nated its opponent with the seventh
Grade team beating the Raiders 29-6
while the eighth graders edged past 36-
32.

Karsyn Schwieterman led both teams
in scoring after being called up to play on
the eighth grade team as well. She scored
11 with the seventh graders (11-0) and 14
with the eight graders (10-1).

Charlee Peters was one point way from
double figures, scoring nine for the
younger team. 

Kylie Shannon also scored nine points
for the older team. 

Boys dominate
PONETO — The Jay County boys bas-

ketball teams had no trouble taking down
the Southern Wells Raiders as the eighth
grade team won 38-29 while the seventh
grade team won 55-10.

Raif  Beiswanger was the leading scorer
for the older Patriots team (9-1), dropping
17 points.

It got out to an early 14-6 lead in the first
quarter and held it until the end.

Nick Snow added eight points in a sup-
porting role.

The seventh graders (9-1) were led by
Carter and Caison Lloyd with 10 and nine
points respectively.

The Patriots’ defense choked the Raiders
out, only allowing four points in the first
quarter and two each in the remaining
three periods.

JC closes first on 12-point run in blowout

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Sophie Saxman dribbles past Kaidyn Minyard of New Castle
during the Patriots’ 63-24 victory Thursday. Saxman led JCHS with 13 points, shooting 4-of-5 from
the field and 5-of-6 from the foul line with five rebounds and three assists.

Jay County Patriots
vs. New Castle Trojans

Girls varsity summary

New Castle (2-11)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Ayers 1-5 0-0 2
Hart 6-18 0-0 15
Blessinger 0-0 0-0 0
Coulibaly 0-0 0-0 0
Tyner 0-5 0-0 0
Morehouse 1-4 0-0 2
Owens 0-0 0-2 0
Minyard 2-3 0-0 0
Orr 2-3 0-0 5
Totals 10-38 0-2 24

.263 .000
Def. rebound percentage: .452

Jay County (10-2)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Muhlenkmp 2-8 2-2 6
Saxman 4-5 5-6 13
Schwietrmn 5-14 1-2 11
MDirksen 2-7 0-0 4
Sibray 2-6 0-0 5
Denton 6-7 0-0 12
BDirksen 3-6 0-0 6
May 2-6 0-0 6
Newton 0-0 0-0 0
Luzzi 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 26-59 8-10 63

.441 .800
Def. rebound percentage: .815

Score by quarters:
N. Castle 8 5 4 7 — 24
Jay Co. 24 12 16 11 — 63

3-point shooting: New Castle
4-16 (Hart 3-11, Orr 1-1, Ayers 0-
2, Morehouse 0-2). Jay County 3-
14 (May 2-5, Sibray 1-1, Schwi-
eterman 0-5, MDirksen 0-2,
BDirksen 0-1).

Rebounds: New Castle 19
(Owens 4, team 4, Hart 2, Tyner
2, Minyard 2, Ayers, Coulibaly,
Morehouse, Orr). Jay County 39
(BDirksen 7, Muhlenkamp 6,
MDirksen 6, Saxman 5, Schwi-
eterman 4, Sibray 4, team 3,
May 2, Denton, Newton).

Assists: New Castle 2 (Tyner
2). Jay County 14 (BDirksen 5,
Saxman 3, May 3, Muhlenkamp
2, Schwieterman).

Blocks: New Castle 1 (Min-
yard). Jay County 2 (Muh-
lenkamp, MDirksen, Newton).

Personal fouls: New Castle 7
(Owens 2, Ayers, Hart, Coulibaly,
Tyner, Morehouse). Jay County 4
(Muhelnkamp, Saxman, Schwi-
eterman, BDirksen).

Turnovers: New Castle 19. Jay
County 7.

Box score

ROCKFORD, Ohio —
Cali Wendel was quiet in
the Midwest Athletic con-
ference opener on Dec. 7.

Against the Panthers,
Wendel made sure to get an
early start to help the Indi-
ans secure their first con-
ference win.

Wendel and Kennedy
Muhlenkamp both scored
in double figures as the
Fort Recovery High School
girls basketball team took
down the Parkway Pan-
thers 38-30 Thursday to pull
its record to .500 in the
MAC.

Wendel got off  to a good
start from distance, hitting
two threes in the first quar-
ter and adding another in
the second. She led the Indi-
ans (2-4, 1-1 MAC) in the
first  quarter to finish with
11 points.

Muhlenkamp put up a
bulk of  her points in the
second quarter, when she

converted four shots. The
junior led all scorers with
13.

Adria Miller led the Pan-
thers (2-2, 1-1 MAC) with 11
points, but it wasn’t enough
to push them ahead.

Makenna Huelskamp
scored six big points for
Fort Recovery in the fourth
quarter by hitting a three
and 3-of-4 free throws to
help it maintain the lead

Wendel sets record
HUBER HEIGHTS, Ohio

— Sage Wendel broke his
own school record as the
Fort Recovery boys swim
team scored 38 points to fin-
ish eighth out of  12 teams
at the Wayne High School
Warrior Invite on Thurs-
day.

The girls team scored 144
points to tie for second
place with Bellbrook while
Wayne earned the top spot
with 139.

Despite finishing sec-
ond in the 200-yard
freestyle, Wendel’s time
of  2 minutes, 1.29 seconds
was good enough to break
his own school record.

The boys also had a sec-
ond-place finish from
Caleb Smith in the 100
backstroke.

The girls team was
powered by four first-
place finishes to tie with
the Golden Eagles.

Teigen Fortkamp had
two of  the victories, com-
ing in the 200 freestyle
and the 100 backstroke.
She was also a part of  the
200 medley relay team
that took first place. She
was joined by Paige
Guggenbiller, Joelle
Kaup and Allison Knapke
in the victory.

Guggenbiller also had
an individual victory in
the 100 breaststroke.

FRHS outlasts Panthers

Patriots dominate Raiders
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys wrestling at Coldwater – 9
a.m.; Girls basketball vs. South Adams – 7 p.m.;
JV boys wrestling at Carroll – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swimming at Northwest Ohio
Classic at Bowling Green – 9 a.m.; Boys bowling
vs. St. Henry – 1 p.m.; Boys basketball at Anso-
nia – 6 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball vs.
Mississinawa Valley – 10 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Swimming at Adams Central – 6

p.m.
Fort Recovery — Freshman boys basketball vs.

Versailles – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys basket-
ball at St. Marys Memorial – 5:30 p.m.; Middle
school girls basketball vs. St. Marys Memorial –
5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Junior high boys basketball vs.

Delta – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs. St. Marys

Memorial – 6 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball
vs. Versailles – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

10 a.m. — Premier League: Crystal Palace at

Manchester City (USA)
11 a.m. — College football: Georgia Southern

vs. Ohio (ESPN)
12 p.m. — College football: Howard vs. Flori-

da A&M (ABC)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: LSU at

Texas (ESPN2); Georgia Tech at Penn State (BTN)
12 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Louisville at UConn (FOX)
12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Kansas at Indiana (CBS)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Everton at

Burnley (NBC)
1:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Sacred

Heart at Providence (FS1)
2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Baylor at

Michigan State (FOX)
2:15 p.m. — College football: Jacksonville

State vs. Louisiana (ESPN)
2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Texas

A&M at Houston (ESPN2); Eastern Michigan at
Michigan (BTN)

2:30 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: PNC
Championship (NBC)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ohio State
at UCLA (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ford-
ham at St. John’s (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — College football: Miami (OH) vs.
Appalachian State (ABC)

4:30 p.m. — College football: North Dakota
State vs. Montana (ESPN2)

4:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Florida
A&M at Iowa (BTN)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: North
Carolina at Kentucky (CBS); Northwestern at
DePaul (FS1)

5:45 p.m. — College football: New Mexico
State vs. Fresno State (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Cleveland
State at Iowa (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: UCLA vs.  Boise
State (ABC)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Winthrop at Xavier (FS1)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Alabama
at Creighton (FOX)

8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Minnesota
Timberwolves (Bally Indiana)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Denver Broncos at  Detroit
Lions (FOX)

9:15 p.m. — College football: Cal vs. Texas
Tech (ESPN)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: N.C.
State at Tennessee (ESPN2)

Sunday
9 a.m. — Premier League: Brighton & Hove

Albion at Arsenal (USA)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League: Manchester

United at Liverpool (NBC)
1 p.m. — NFL: Tampa Bay Buccaneers at

Green Bay Packers (CBS); Chicago Bears at Cleve-
land Browns (FOX)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Colgate at
Illinois (BTN); USC at Auburn (ESPN)

4 p.m. — NFL: Washington Commanders at
Los Angeles Rams (CBS)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Mis-
souri at Illinois (BTN)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: Dallas Cowboys at Buffalo
Bills (FOX)

5:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Vir-
ginia Tech at Rutgers (FS1)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Baltimore Ravens at Jack-
sonville Jaguars (NBC)

Monday
2:30 p.m. — Famous Toastery Bowl college

football: Western Kentucky vs. Old Dominion
(ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
UCLA at Ohio State (FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clippers at Indi-
ana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Oakland
at Michigan State (BTN)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Philadelphia Eagles at Seat-
tle Seahawks (ABC)

Tuesday
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Georgetown at Butler (FS1); Morehead State at
Indiana (BTN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Virginia at
Memphis (ESPN2); Florida at Michigan (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Tampa Bay
Lightning (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies at New
Orleans Pelicans (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Mar-
quette at Providence (FS1); Nicholls State at
Maryland (BTN)

9 p.m. — Scooter’s Coffee Frisco Bowl college
football: UTSA at Marshall (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
North Carolina at Oklahoma (FS1)

10 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Golden
State Warriors (TNT)

Local notes
Tryouts scheduled

Tryouts for A League of Our Own Independent
Baseball League is hosting a tryout at the Mojo-
Up Sports indoor Complex in Noblesville on Jan.
30.

Anyone 19-years-old or older that is looking for
the opportunity to continue playing baseball can
try out.

The league begins play on Aug. 31 and runs
through Oct. 19, playing 50 games in 50 days.

To sign up or for more information on the
league, visit www.alooo247.com, call (205) 264-
1468 or email 411@alooo247.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Jay County Patriots vs.
Class 3A No. 6 Delta Eagles

Boys varsity summary

Delta (5-1)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Hood 11-17 0-0 25
Bond 1-3 0-0 3
BEdwards 0-2 0-0 0
JoFurney 2-5 0-0 5
Manor 0-4 0-0 0
Bragg 0-2 0-0 0
Bratton 0-0 0-0 0
JaFurney 1-4 0-0 2
Wood 1-1 0-0 3
Wors 4-6 2-3 9
Jones 0-1 0-0 0
Ritchie 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 20-46 2-3 45

.435 .667
Def. rebound percentage: .727

Jay County (2-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Comer 0-0 0-0 0
Nichols 0-1 0-0 0
Muhlnkmp 0-0 0-0 0
JEdwards 0-0 0-0 0
Fugiett 0-1 0-0 0
Garringer 2-7 0-0 4
Dunnington 2-6 0-0 4
Crouch 2-6 3-5 7
Forthofer 0-0 0-0 0
Phillips 0-0 0-0 0
Bihn 3-5 3-3 9
Swoveland 1-6 0-0 2
Totals 10-32 6-8 26

.313 .750
Def. rebound percentage: .615

Score by quarters:

Delta 4 14 11 18 — 47

Jay Co. 9 2 4 11 — 26

3-point shooting: Delta 6-28

(Hood 3-8, Wood 1-1, Bond 1-2,

JoFurney 1-4, Jones 0-1, Ritchie 0-

1, BEdwards 0-2, Bragg 0-2). Jay

County 0-6 (Nichols 0-1, Dunning-

ton 0-1, Crouch 0-1, Garringer 0-

3).

Rebounds: Delta 24 (Hood 9,

JaFurney 4, Jones 4, Manor 2,

Bond, JoFurney, Bratton, Wors,

team). Jay County 23 (Bihn 4,

Swoveland 4, JEdwards 3, Gar-

ringer 3, Dunnington 3, Crouch 3,

team 2, Muhlenkamp).

Assists: Delta 14 (JaFurney 5

Manor 4, JoFurney 2, Hood, Wors,

Jones). Jay County 3 (Muh-

lenkamp, Edwards, Swoveland).

Blocks: Delta 1 (Wors). Jay

County 2 (Crouch, Bihn).

Personal fouls: Delta 16 (Jones

4, Bond 3, Hood 2, JoFurney 2,

Wors 2, Manor, JaFurney, Ritchie).

Jay County 10 (Bihn 3, Nichols 2,

Muhlenkamp 2, Garringer 2, Dun-

nington).

Turnovers: Delta 14. Jay County

18.

Box scoreStruggles ...
Continued from page 10

Despite turning things up in the
final period, the Patriots couldn’t
keep up, as Delta scored 18 with Hood
adding nine more on a three, and
three transition baskets that included
a break-away slam dunk.

Other scores came off  of  solid ball
movement, and sneaking behind Jay
County’s half-court trapping zone.

“D’Mare really got going for us,”
Detweiler said. “Our ball movement
was better as the game went on. We
found some layups and got behind the
zone a little bit more. We got touches
along the baseline, which the first
half  we just didn’t, so we just cleaned
some things up.”

Jay County’s best quarter of  the
night came in the opening frame,
when they held Delta to only four
points on 2-for-12 shooting.

Turning the ball over on the first
four possessions, Jay County didn’t
get a shot up until there was 3 min-
utes, 53 seconds remaining in the
quarter when Garringer converted a
layup on a fake dribble hand off. It got
three more buckets to close the quar-
ter a pair of  jumpers in the lane by
Trevin Dunnington and a three-point
play scored by Ben Crouch.

“The hard part is, the first quarter
was 9-4, but if  we don’t turn it over,
we could get it to be 15-4,” Bomholt
said. “That makes it a lot different.

“I tried to make them understand
that (Delta) is better than us at every

position. So in order to beat them, you
have to frustrate them. The first quar-
ter we did that. We played really
slow.”

After the frustrating start to the
season, Bomholt is starting to consid-
er giving some younger players
opportunities to work into the rota-
tion.

To finish off  the game, Bomholt
subbed in sophomores Carter Fugiett
and Cole Forthofer and freshman Jay-
den Comer who saw his first varsity
minutes of  his career.

“When you give a team five chances
– and then basically these guys have
had five chances – well, I think then
we got to try to go with some younger
kids,” Bomholt said. “We looked at
some of  them there at the end and
we're not going to seriously take a bet-
ter look at who's playing. is getting
minutes and then we'll kind of  go
from there.”

Junior varsity
The Patriots got lit up from dis-

tance as they fell to the Eagles 49-44
on Friday.

Jay County (4-2) had no answers for
Lucas Bragg in the first half, who
scored all 18 of  Delta’s first quarter
points and six of  10 in the second.
Bragg finished the game with 10
threes. A pair of  fourth-quarter free
throws helped him to his final tally of
32 points. 

The offense slowed down for Delta

in the third quarter, allowing Jay
County to cut the deficit to single dig-
its going into the final period.

Carter Fugiett – one of  the Patriots’
leading scorers with 10 points –
scored eight points in the fourth quar-
ter, including two late threes from the
right wing. 

Jay County had 19 points in the
final period, but Delta hit 13-of-16 free
throws to maintain control and
thwart the comeback effort.

Cole Forthofer matched Fugiett
with 10 points, while Eli Dirksen
(nine), Kade Sommers (eight) and
Jayden Comer (seven) put up points
as well.

Freshmen
The Jay County freshman team

was the only team to prevail against
Delta, winning 45-37.

The Patriots (1-1) got off  to a six-
point first-half  lead  by only allowing
the Eagles to score twice in the sec-
ond quarter.

Delta made a fourth-quarter come-
back by scoring 16 points in the final
period. Chase Phillips 11 of  his game-
high 19 points in the period, but was
forced out of  the game after picking
up his fifth foul in the quarter, ending
the comeback effort.

Ben Barnett led Jay County with 13
points, nine of  which came from 3-
pointers.

Boston Barnett and Brock Wasson
added 10 points each as well.



COLOR

 

Contact Lindsey
at L.Cochran@thecr.com or (260) 726-8141 today!
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Sports
Saturday, December 16, 2023

JCHS girls basketball
hosts South Adams today,
see Sports on tap

Tribe boys basketball
falls in MAC opener,

see story below

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

There are stories like those of
Achilles or Superman, where the
main character has a sole weak-
ness. For the former it was his
heel, while the latter’s weakness
is kryptonite.

The Patriots have had different
“kryptonites” depending on the
day.

On Dec. 9, it was the 3-point
shot.

This time it was turnovers.
After a strong start against the

Class 3A No. 6 Delta Eagles, the
Jay County High School basket-
ball team was plagued by
turnovers as it couldn’t keep con-
trol of  the game that it lost 47-26
on Friday.

“When you turn it over out
front, you don’t have any way to
defend it,” JCHS coach Jerry
Bomholt said. “We just don't
understand the possession of  a
basketball, and how important
that is.

“We can’t play again like we
did, and dig ourselves a hole, so
we’ve got work to do.”

The Patriots (2-4) ended up
turning the ball over 18 times in
the game. Six of  those came in
the second quarter, when Jay
County went on another quarter-
long scoring drought.

JCHS only managed to get off
four shots in the period, and none
of  them found the basket until
Gradin Swoveland hit his only
shot of  the game on a pull-up,
fade-away jumper with seconds
left to go in the half.

This is the third time in as
many games where Jay County
was held to three-or-less points in
the second quarter. It was

blanked against Fort Recovery on
Dec. 2, and only had three points –
all of  them scored by Liam Gar-
ringer – against New Castle on
Dec. 9.

During the drought, the Eagles
(5-1) took full advantage of  Jay
County being unable to effective-
ly get back and set its defense.

“We got deflections, got some
live ball turnovers and got in the
open floor some,” said Delta
coach Mark Detweiler about how
the Eagles turned this up in the
second quarter. “(Jay County)
needed a half-court game and we
didn’t want that. So at some
point, you need to find a stretch in
the game where you can play how
you want to play.

“So we finally got the tempo
where we needed at times.”

Delta scored 14-straight points
in the quarter, nine of  which
came from D’Amare Hood.

The Delta senior led all scorers
with 25 in the game, and went on
his own seven-point run to cap off
the Eagles’ hot second quarter. It
started with a turnaround jump
shot from the elbow on an assist
from Jonny Manor, a three from
the wing that was also assisted by
Manor and a transition layup
when he stole the ball, taking it
coast to coast.

Once the Patriots got down,
they never were able to find the
spark needed to catch back up,
scoring four points in the third
and 11 in the fourth. The Patriots’
leading scorer, Westly Bihn, had
all nine of  his points in the fourth
after finally getting some paint
touches and knocking down 3-of-3
free throws.

See Struggles page 9

FORT RECOVERY — The Indians
dropped their first game of  the season on
Tuesday.

On Friday, a slow third quarter ended
up being the difference in their second
loss of  the season.

The Fort Recovery High School boys
basketball team was held to only three
points in the third quarter as it lost the
Midwest Athletic Conference opener
against the Parkway Panthers 33-30.

The Indians (2-2, 0-1 MAC) led 20-19 at
halftime because of  a 14-point second
quarter. Alex Dues fueled the scoring for
Fort Recovery, hitting two threes and a
pair of  twos to score 10 of  his game-high
13 points.

The game took a turn in Parkway’s (3-
2, 1-0 MAC) in the third quarter, only
allowing Reece Guggenbiller to hit one 3-

point jump shot to hold the Indians to
three points from the field.

The Panthers scored seven points of
their own on a three from Trent Rollins
and a basket by both Wyatt Carpenter
and Douglass Hughs.

Parkway knocked down just enough of
its fourth-quarter free throws to keep the
lead, thwarting the Indians’ comeback
effort. The Panthers went 5-for-11 from
the charity stripe while Fletcher Smith
added a hoop.

No one on Parkway scored in double-
figures, but it didn’t matter as eight play-
ers contributed offensively. Rollins and
Brayden Bruns led the way with eight
apiece.

Gavin Faller was the only Indian out-
side of  Dues to hit more than one shot,
putting in one in the first and two in the
fourth to tally seven points.

Tribe falls in nailbiter
to open up MAC play

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS —
DeForest Buckner is not
prone to hyperbole.

The Indianapolis Colts
defensive tackle is a level-
headed locker-room
leader whose words
almost always are chosen
carefully and with specif-
ic intent.

As a result, those words
carry additional weight
with his teammates and
other interested
observers.

So, when Buckner talks
about the urgency of  Sat-
urday’s matchup against
the Pittsburgh Steelers,
ears are certain to perk
up.

“We’ve got the opportu-
nity to control our own
destiny,” Buckner said of
Indianapolis’ playoff  fate.
“It’s a playoff  game, you
know what I mean? That’s
how you’ve got to
approach this week. Each
and every week on out is
critical to if  we are going
to make the playoffs or
not.

“I’m treating this week
as a playoff  week. I feel
like everybody is on the
same page.”

Pittsburgh cornerback
Joey Porter Jr. shared an
almost identical senti-
ment in the opposing
locker room. And with
good reason.

Both teams enter the
weekend among six teams
tied for the final two AFC
postseason positions with
identical 7-6 records. By
virtue of  matching 5-4
marks against conference
opponents, the Steelers
and Colts currently hold
the sixth and seventh
playoff  seeds.

But with a group so
tightly bunched, the
standings can undergo
wild shifts from one week
to the next.

The tiebreaker scenar-
ios change based on the
number — and identity —
of  the teams involved,
and keeping track of  all
the moving pieces can
quickly cause mental
fatigue.

In the simplest terms,
the winner Saturday at

Lucas Oil Stadium has a
much clearer path to the
postseason over the final
three weeks. The loser
could be looking at a long
and treacherous climb
back to playoff  con-
tention.

“It’s a great opportuni-
ty,” Indianapolis line-
backer Zaire Franklin
said. “It’s one that you
look forward to all sea-
son, all offseason, back at
home in Lucas Oil
against a great opponent,
a great coach. I know
they’ll be disciplined. I
know they’ll be physical.
(It’s the) type of  battle
you’re always looking for-
ward to, so I’m thankful
for the challenge.”

Pittsburgh has had
plenty of  punch against
the Colts historically.

The Steelers lead the
all-time series 26-6 count-
ing the postseason, and
they’ve won the last eight
meetings dating back to
2008. Indianapolis’ last
home win in the series
came Nov. 28, 2005, nearly
three years before Lucas
Oil Stadium opened.

Steelers at Colts will
be an important game

Second quarter struggles

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School's Gradin Swoveland (35) fades away while shooting a jump
shot near the end of the second quarter of the Patriots' 47-26 loss to the sixth-ranked Delta
Eagles on Friday. Swoveland's shot was his only make of the game and snapped a 14-0
scoring drought. 

Patriots turnover the ball eight
times as Eagles go on 14-2 run


