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Dixie Mann, 83, Geneva
Mary Gunter, 96, Portland
Evelyn Stroble, 100, Fort

Wayne
John Territo, 54, Redkey
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  36 degrees Friday.
There is a chance of  freez-

ing rain and snow today with
up to an inch of  accumulation
possible. The high will be in
the mid 30s. Tonight’s temper-
ature will remain steady in the
low 30s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Purdue Exten-
sion Office is partnering with
Jay County Clerk’s Office for
a program at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day at Jay County Courthouse
to provide information and
advice for those considering a
run for elected office. Those
interested may register with
the extension office by calling
(260) 726-4707.

Tuesday — Results from
the Class 2A boys wrestling
team state tournament.

Wednesday — Coverage
of  the week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Twenty-five years ago
this week, the race to be
the first baby of  the year
born at Jay County Hos-
pital came down to mere
minutes.
The Jan. 6, 1999, edi-

tion of  The Commercial
Review featured a story
about the first two babies
— Erika Ann Kunkler
and Adam Christopher
Haffner — who were
born at Jay County Hos-
pital that year.
Erika, the daughter of

Brian and Rebecca Kun-
kler of  rural Portland,
won the race, as she was
born at 10:53 a.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 5, 1999. Adam,
the son of  James and
Leta Haffner of  rural
Bryant, followed at 11:04
a.m.
“The nurses were kind

of  hinting around that
we were close, but we

didn’t care,” said Rebec-
ca that evening. “It didn’t
make any difference
(whether I was first or
not).”
Leta expressed a simi-

lar lack of  concern about
who came first.
Both families were

more worried about
being able to get to the
hospital. 
“I kept thinking, ‘Oh,

we’re going to get
snowed in and have to
call a snow plow,” said
Leta.
The Kunklers took pre-

cautions, with Brian
fetching teenage nephew
Matt Westgerdes to
babysit their other chil-
dren — 2-year-old
Mitchell and 1-year-old
Ava — just in case the
delivery came during the
snowstorm.
The hospital staff,

however, was up for the
excitement.
Leta recalled admit-

ting clerk Michael
Schmidt saying “the race
is on” upon her arrival.
“We knew we could

have taken bets, but we
decided not to hype it
up,” said nurse Gail
Kuhn. “We didn’t want to
push them.
While having multiple

babies delivered that
close together is not
unusual for some hospi-
tals, it was for Jay Coun-
ty.
Rebecca arrived at 3:10

a.m. that morning, with
Leta 10 minutes behind
her. That interval held
almost exactly through
delivery, as Dr. David
Rohrer delivered Erika
just 11 minutes before Dr.
Frank Vormohr deliv-
ered Adam.

Retrospect

Erika Ann Kunkler,
pictured with her
parents Rebecca and
Brian Kunkler of rural
Portland, was the first
baby born at Jay County
Hospital in 1999. She
beat Adam Christopher
Haffner, the son of
Jame and Leta Haffner
of rural Bryant, by 11
minutes.

Kunkler was Jay’s first baby of 1999
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
A former industrial site is

expected to be off  the city’s books
in the coming weeks.
During Thursday’s Portland

Board of  Works meeting, city
attorney Wes Schemenaur
reported that he plans to work
next week on scheduling a clos-
ing date with Chad Fifer for the
purchase of  the former Sheller-
Globe south site.
The discussion of  the Sheller-

Globe property, 510 S. Bridge St.,
came as board of  works members
Jerry Leonhard, Steve McIntosh
and Mayor Jeff  Westlake
approved a contract with IWM
Consulting Group of  Fort Wayne
for quarterly monitoring over the
next two years. The process is
required by Indiana Department
of  Environmental Management
(IDEM) in order to assure there
are not hazardous substances in
the area. The contract is not to
exceed $22,313.
Schemenaur said the hope is

that once the two years of  moni-
toring is complete and if  no
issues are found, IDEM will clear
the property.
He also noted that the Phase I

Environmental Study that was
one of  the last steps needed to
finalize the sale of  the property to
Fifer has been completed. He
added that Fifer’s attorney has
indicated readiness to move for-
ward.
The board of  works agreed in

September 2022 to sell the proper-
ty to Fifer, the owner of  Fifer
Services, for $50,000. The process
of  dealing with environmental
issues and contract negotiations
followed, with the board approv-
ing the final purchase agreement
last month. Fifer plans to install a
sawmill and in the future expand
to include furniture production.
(He has been allowed some access
to the property through a limited
use agreement prior to comple-
tion of  the sale.)

See Sale page 2
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Consoling Katie
Jay County High School assistant wrestling coach Troy Jacks chats with Katie Rowles after the seventh-

ranked Patriot suffered a tough 4-3 loss to No. 6 Angelica Clay of Lakeland during the ticket round of the semi-state
tournament Friday at Rochester. A win in the match would have sent Rowles to the state finals. Three Patriots — semi-
state champion Mallory Winner, Emily Manor and Lina Lingo — went on to earn berths in the state finals, which will be
contested Friday at Kokomo. For more on the semi-state, see page 10.

By DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
WASHINGTON — The

Supreme Court announced Fri-
day it will decide on a fast-track
basis whether former President
Donald Trump can be barred
from the ballot because he
“engaged in insurrection” after
losing his reelection bid in
November 2020.
The justices granted an

appeal from Trump and his
lawyers that seeks overturn a
Colorado Supreme Court deci-

sion that would remove Trump
from that state’s ballot.
The court said it will hear

arguments on the case Feb. 8.
The announcement sets the

stage for what could be momen-
tous and unprecedented deci-
sion on whether the front-run-
ner for this year’s Republican
presidential nomination could
be disqualified by a high court
with six Republican
appointees.
In their appeal, Trump’s

lawyers argued the political
parties and their voters should

decide who is on the ballot, not
judges.
The justices did not say what

questions that would decide.
Trump’s lawyers cited several
procedural reasons for tossing
out the state court ruling.
In a 4-3 decision, the Colorado

state judges said Trump was dis-
qualified from holding office
again because he violated a pro-
vision of  the 14th Amendment
adopted after the Civil War. It
bars from office any federal and
state officials who took an oath
to support the Constitution and

then “engaged in insurrection
or rebellion” against the United
States.
Trump’s lawyers argue this

provision cannot be enforced
nationwide because Congress
has not passed a law to set rules
for the 50 states.
States are divided on

Trump’s eligibility for the bal-
lot. While Minnesota and
Michigan refused to disqualify
Trump, Maine’s secretary of
state joined Colorado in saying
he should be removed from the
ballot.

Court agrees to rule on Trump case

Closing to be
set for former
Sheller-Globe
south building

Sale to
finally
become
finalized



Dixie Mann
Dixie Mann, 83, Geneva, died

Thursday at Envive in Berne.
Arrangements are pending at

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home in Geneva.

Mary Gunter
June 6, 1927-Jan. 3, 2024

Mary E. Gunter, age 96, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away on
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024, at her
home in Portland. 
Mary was born on June 6, 1927,

in Hartford City, Indiana, the
daughter of
William Maddox
Sr. and Mary
(McCombs) Mad-
dox. Mary worked
for Sheller Globe
in Montpelier for
28 years, retiring
in 1988. 
She was a life

member of  the
DAV. Mary married Grover
Gunter on Dec. 7, 1999, and he
passed away on Sept. 21, 2002. 
Survivors include:
Her children — Bobbie Siegrist

(husband: John), Portland, Indi-
ana, Darrell Derringer, Portland,
Indiana, and Deanna Derringer,
Portland, Indiana 

Stepdaughter — Mary Weaver
(husband: Gary), Bryant, Indiana 
Siblings: Margaret Oyler –

Muncie, Indiana, Roberta Riggs,
Poneto, Indiana, Larry Maddox
(wife: Karen), Hartford City, Indi-
ana, and Charles Maddox (wife:
Martha), Hartford City, Indiana,
Joyce Jenkins, South Bend, Indi-
ana, and Linda Stroup (husband:
Paul), Elkhart, Indiana 
Ten grandchildren, 10 great-

grandchildren and nine great-
great-grandchildren
Three step-grandchildren
She was preceded in death by

her husband Grover Gunter; and
her children Bill Whitacre and
Caryn Radziejewski.
Visitation will be held on Mon-

day from 2 to 4 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will follow at 4
p.m. on Monday at the funeral
home. Pastor Steve Arnold will
officiate and burial will be held
at a later date at Wells Cemetery,
northwest of  Portland. 

Evelyn Stroble
July 19, 1923-Jan. 2, 2024

Evelyn (Edwina) Stroble
passed away at the age of  100 on
the morning of  Jan. 2, 2024, at
the Towne House Retirement

Center in Fort
Wayne. 
Born on July 19,

1923, to John and
Bernice Davis in
Jay County, Indi-
ana, she married
Jim Stroble on
June 6, 1942. They
were married for
78 years until Jim passed away in
2020.
Edwina was primarily a home-

maker, taking care of  Jim and
her two sons (Larry and Lynn).
She worked several jobs during
the early years, including selling
Avon. When Jim started Tri-State
Instrument Service in 1963, she
worked alongside him (and later
Lynn when he took over the busi-
ness) shipping, receiving and
bookkeeping until finally retiring
in 1977. 
She was the wife of  an avid gar-

dener and became a reluctant
avid canner. Edwina and Jim pur-
chased a Florida retirement
home and spent over 20 years of
winters there, officially making
them ‘snow birds.’ 
Edwina is survived by son,

Lynn Stroble (Cathy); grandchil-
dren Kimberly Wade (Staughton),
Tim Stroble, Ryan Stroble, Emily
Sze (Leo) and Mandi Haffner

(Corey); and great-grandchildren
Ronin, Kiernin, Damien, Sydney,
Lydia, Vivian and Isla.
She was preceded in death by

her husband Jim; son Larry
Stroble (Suzi); brother Paul
Davis; and sister Marcia Scott. 
Visitation will be held on Tues-

day, Jan. 9, 2024, from 10 a.m. to
noon at Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home in Port-
land.
Graveside services will follow

at Spring Hill Cemetery in Fort
Recovery, Ohio. 

John Territo
Sept. 15, 1969-Jan. 4, 2024

John Territo, age 54, a resident
of  Redkey, passed away on Thurs-
day, Jan. 4, 2024, at his home in
Redkey. He was a
former resident of
Jamestown, New
York. 
John was born

on Sept. 15, 1969, in
Tulsa, Oklahoma,
the son of  Victor J.
and Sallie (Hayes)
Territo. He gradu-
ated from South-
western Central School in
Jamestown, New York. John
worked at MSSL in Portland and

attended Redkey Church of  the
Nazarene. 
He married Lynn (Fields) Rees

on July 11, 2020. 
Survivors include:
His wife — Lynn Territo, Red-

key, Indiana 
His mother — Sallie Territo,

Jamestown, New York
Siblings — Timothy Territo,

Westfield, New York, and Cynthia
Territo, Burleson, Texas
Several nieces and nephews
Visitation will be held on Tues-

day from 3 to 6 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will follow at 6
p.m. on Tuesday at the funeral
home with Pastor Chuck Hol-
landback presiding. 
Memorials may be directed to

Jay County Cancer Society. 
Condolences may be expressed

at williamsonspencer.com. 
••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.
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309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141
O!ce Hours:

Tuesday - Friday  10 am - 4 pm

Obituaries

Today
Griffis, Steven: 11 a.m.,

Pleasant Hill Church, 9945 N.
800 East, Union City.

Monday
Daugherty, Eileen: 1 p.m.,

Swiss Village Chapel, 1350 W.
Main St., Berne. 

Gunter, Mary: 4 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Stroble, Evelyn: 12:30 p.m.,

Spring Hill Cemetery, Fort
Recovery. 

Territo, John: 6 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Wednesday
Velasco, Tammy: 10:30 a.m.,

First Mennonite Church, 566 W.
Main St., Berne. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Gunter

Stroble

Territo

Continued from page 1
It has been a long road to selling the

Sheller-Globe south site, which the
city purchased in October 2014. (TLS
by Design bought the former Sheller-
Globe north site a year earlier.) It has
been mostly vacant since the 1980s.
From 2014 through 2016, there were

hints of  interest in the property
through Jay County Development
Corporation, but nothing came to
fruition.
Herman Kittle Properties made a

proposal to construct senior housing
on the site in 2017. The city passed on
that opportunity in part because it
was storing some of  its street depart-
ment equipment in the building.
In 2019, the city approved selling

the Sheller-Globe south site to John
Goodhew of  Goodhew Roofing and
Metals. That agreement was termi-
nated in May 2021 at Goodhew’s
request because the city could not
provide a clean environmental study,
which was a stipulation of  the con-
tract. He had planned to renovate the
property to manufacture standing
seam roofing and carports.

The site was put back up for sale in
2022, with the board of  works choos-
ing the offer from Fifer.
As part of  the final purchase agree-

ment, the city agreed to follow
through on remediation of  any cur-
rently known environmental issues,
including the monitoring by IWM
that was approved Thursday. Any
future environmental issues that may
arise will be the responsibility of  the
property owner.
The board also briefly discussed

holding another meeting next week to
address the former Hunt’s Building at
208 and 210 N. Meridian St. The build-
ing was declared unsafe in August,
with the board opening bids for its
demolition in October. At that time, it
agreed to pause the process in order
to allow Portland Redevelopment
Commission time to look into options
and costs to save the building.
The issue is on the agenda for Port-

land Redevelopment Commission’s
meeting at 10 a.m. Monday.
JAShroyer Group of  Muncie was

the only bidder that had the required
credentials and certificate of  liability

insurance to handle the job. It put in
an initial bid of  $249,000 for the job,
but later agreed to reduce that
amount to $189,000 as the firm is
already in the city taking down and
removing debris from the Bailey
Building at the southwest corner of
Meridian and Commerce streets.
In other business, the board:
•Approved new police chief  Dustin

Mock’s recommendation to relieve
officer Chris Jack of  his duties. He
was still in his probationary period
after being hired in February. West-
lake said there were ethical issues
that led to the dismissal but did not
elaborate further.
•Wrote off  outstanding checks of

two years old or older totaling
$3,116.09. Also wrote off  bad debt two
year’s old or older of  $2,451.62.
•Approved the following: payment

of  retainage totaling $18,412.34 to
Milestone Contractors for a paving
project; a contract for Schemenaur to
continue serving as city attorney;
and a bill adjustment of  $163.72 for
307 E. Union St. because of  a water
leak.

Sale ...

Vehicle fire
A woman’s truck

caught on fire Thursday
near East Elementary
School.
The 1994 Dodge Ram

1500’s engine compart-
ment began smoking on
Jackson Street  next to
the parking lot after
Christy Curtis dropped
off  a child for school
about 7:45 a.m. Thursday.
Six Portland Fire Depart-
ment personnel respond-
ed to the scene within
five minutes, putting out
the flames by 8:09 a.m.
There were no injuries

from the incident, with
damage mostly limited to
the engine compartment.
Jay School Corporation

superintendent Jeremy
Gulley said in an email at
8 a.m. Thursday no stu-
dents were impacted and
school operations contin-
ued as normal. 

Capsule
Reports

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 6-7-1
Daily Four: 6-5-7-9
Quick Draw: 1-2-3-6-8-

13-32-36-45-49-58-60-65-72-
73-76-77-78-79-80

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 6-3-4
Pick 4: 0-2-6-9

Pick 5: 3-4-2-2-1
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 5-26-28-

30-32
Jackpot: $110,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $35

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$140 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.57
Feb. corn ..................4.57
Wheat ......................5.36

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.57
Feb. corn ..................4.60
March corn ..............4.62

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.52
Feb. corn ..................4.52
Beans ......................12.43

Feb. beans ..............12.53
Wheat ......................5.76

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.42
Feb. corn ..................4.46
Beans ......................12.38
Feb. beans ..............12.42
Wheat .......................5.71

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.44
March corn ..............4.49
Beans ......................12.20
Feb. beans ..............12.23
Wheat ......................5.31

In 1974, the United
States started Daylight
Saving Time.
In 2004, the Fort

Recovery High School
girls basketball team
dominated the visiting
South Adams Starfires
74-35 behind 11 points
from freshman Holly
Stein and 10 from senior
Jenn Stahl.

In 2023, the Jay
County High School
girls wrestling team
won the regional cham-
pionship led by individ-
ual regional titles from
Mallory Winner and
Kiley Williams. The
Patriots cruised over
runner-up Rochester by
51 points.

—The CR

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
10 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Com-
mission, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
4 p.m. — Jay County

Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.
6 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.
7 p.m. — Dunkirk City

Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

CR almanac

36/26 39/32 44/31 36/28 39/26
Skies will

be cloudy with
a chance of
snow and a
high of 36
degrees.

Partly
sunny on
Thursday. At
night, there’s
a chance of
rain and
snow.

There’s a
20% chance of
snow on
Wednesday,
when the high
will be 36
degrees.

Expect
mostly cloudy
skies with
temperatures
sticking in the
30s all day
and night.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows rain.
The low at
night will dip
to 31
degrees.

Sunday
1/7

Monday
1/8

Tuesday
1/9

Wednesday
1/10

Thursday
1/11

done



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3336 or (260) 729-7000.
ROAD RIDERS FOR

JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday of
each month in the West Wal-
nut Church of  Christ fel-
lowship hall, 204 W. Walnut
St., Portland. (Please enter
from the door facing the
alley on the north side of
the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland. 

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.
JAY COUNTY DRUG

PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the second Monday of
each month at Portland
Fire Department, 1616 N.
Franklin St. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information or to schedule
an appointment, call (260)
726-8636.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.
REDISCOVERING JOY

— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the second
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. 
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Schools 
January 8-12, 2024

Monday: Main Entrees: Doritos Nacho Cheese Tortilla Chips,
Seasoned Beef Taco Meat, Shredded Lettuce,
Shredded Cheddar Cheese Alternate Entrees:
Cereal, Yogurt & Cheese Fun Lunch,
Cheddar/Mozzarella Salad, Breadstick Sides for
all meals: Vegetarian Refried Beans

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef Hot Dog on Whole Wheat Bun
Alternate Entrees: Cereal, Cracker & Egg Fun
Lunch, Cheddar/Mozzarella Salad, Breadstick
Sides for all meals: French Fries

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Chicken Nuggets, Macaroni and
Cheese Alternate Entrees: Cereal, Yogurt &
Cheese Fun Lunch, Cheddar/Mozzarella Salad,
Breadstick Sides for all meals: Seasoned Peas

Thursday: Main Entrees: Toasted Cheese Sandwich
Alternate Entrees: Cereal, Yogurt & Cheese Fun
Lunch, Cheddar/Mozzarella Salad, Breadstick
Sides for all meals: Campbell's Tomato Soup

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic Cheese Pizza Alternate
Entrees: Cereal, Yogurt & Cheese Fun Lunch,
Cheddar/Mozzarella Salad, Breadstick Sides for
all meals: Seasoned Carrots

112 North Ship Street, Portland, IN 
(260) 726-4710

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I have been married for two
years. We rushed into marriage,
unfortunately, before getting to
know each other very well. When-
ever we have a disagreement, he
gives me the silent treatment for
days. Sometimes, it lasts weeks. 
He won’t eat anything I cook or

help around the house. If  I’m in
one room, he will lock himself  up
in another one. He sleeps on the
couch or on a pull-out mattress.
Eventually, he will end it by
returning to our bed and trying to
initiate intimacy. I usually accept,
but the issue never gets resolved
or discussed — we just carry on.
When I’ve tried discussing the
issues, he says, “Don’t start!” 
I’m fed up with his childish

behavior. We have a 7-month-old

baby and children from my previ-
ous marriage, so it has become
increasingly difficult for me to
leave him. He’s not the type to go
to therapy. He will admit we have
communication issues, but that’s
the extent of  it. I’ve reached the
point that I no longer care about
our marriage, and if  I had the
means, I’d happily leave. Please
help. — SILENT TREATMENT
IN THE NORTHEAST

DEAR SILENT TREAT-
MENT: Because your husband
doesn’t want to go to therapy
does not mean you shouldn’t.
When you tell him that you
plan to schedule some ses-
sions, expect him to find a
dozen reasons why you “don’t
need it” or to go into another
silent phase. Therapy for you
would be illuminating and
could help you decide how
much longer you want to tol-
erate an increasingly intolera-
ble living situation. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: We recently

attended the wedding of  a close
family member on my husband’s
side. All went seemingly well
until the next day when I was
sharing snapshots of  the beauti-

ful day with my stepdaughter. I
promptly received what I’ll call a
form letter via text from her, say-
ing: “Hi! As the holidays
approach, we’re sending this mes-
sage to our close family members.
With flu season coming up and a
rise in COVID cases, we’re asking
everyone to not kiss the baby.
This is also a reminder not to take
or post photos of  the baby. We
take lots of  beautiful photos of
her and if  you’d like some, we are
happy to send them to you. Our
goal is to minimize her media
presence until she’s old enough to
consent to how her pictures are
used.” 
When I spoke to other family

members, I realized none of  them
had received this message. I’m
hurt. I spent what I thought was a

beautiful day at a family function,
taking snapshots of  the event and
of  our grandchild. Now here’s a
text telling me not to take pics of
her. I don’t know how to handle
this. — JOY DESTROYED IN
THE WEST
DEAR JOY DESTROYED:

You are the only person who
received that message because
you are the only person who
was taking photos. Parents are
entitled to decide whether
they want pictures of  their
children posted on social
media. You should always ask
whether it’s OK to post pic-
tures of  an event or a child
before doing so. Now you
know how your stepdaughter
feels about it, so “handle this”
by apologizing.

Dear
Abby

Collectibles of  all kinds
will be back at Jay County
Fairgrounds for seven
shows in 2024.
Jay County Fair Board

recently announced its
schedule for the Jay County
Fair Cards, Coins, Comics
and Collectibles shows for
the year, with the first set
for Jan. 20. 
The fair board held its

first such show in October
with a second in December.
They featured sports cards,
Pokémon, Magic: The Gath-
ering and Yu-Gi-Oh! cards,
coins, Coca-Cola items,
NASCAR memorabilia,
Funko Pop! items, comic
books and vintage toys.
Other 2024 shows are

scheduled for Feb. 17,
March 9, April 13, Sept. 14,
Oct. 19 and Nov. 16. All
shows will be from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., with vendor set-up
from 7 to 10 a.m.

Offering program
East Central Indiana

Regional Planning District
recently announced a part-
nership with Northstar for
the Digital Literacy Pro-
gram. 
The program, which is

free through the end of  the
year, provides lessons on
computer basics including
email usage, operating sys-
tems and software includ-
ing Microsoft Excel, Pow-
erPoint and Google Docs.
There are also modules
regarding social media,
distance learning and
managing your digital foot-
print.
To access the Digital Lit-

eracy Program for free,
visit bit.ly/JayCoDLP and
click “sign up as a learner.”

Collectibles show
schedule released

Man’s silent treatment tactics worn thin

Photo provided

New members
Portland Lions Club recently welcomed two new members. Pictured above are Michael

Biggs and Brad Stultz, who joined the group Dec. 21.

Taking
Note
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Jay County’s Purdue Exten-
sion Office and Jay County
Clerk’s Office are partnering on
an event at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at
Jay County Courthouse. It is
designed to provide advice to
anyone considering running for
local office.
Great idea.
More often than not when

there are challenges to candi-
dates, errors in advertising or
issues with campaign finance
reporting, the answer is “I didn’t
know.”
This event looks to be attempt-

ing to provide the information
candidates need to know prior to
running for office. If  you’re
planning or considering a run,
please attend (Filing for the next
election cycle begins Wednes-
day.)
While we’re on the topic, we’d

also like to provide some advice:

•Visit the Indiana Secretary of
State Election Division website
(in.gov/sos/elections). Click on
“candidate information.” You’ll
find a variety of  documents and
forms there, including a 2024
candidate guide. There’s also a
2024 election calendar brochure
that includes all of  the dates and
deadlines for this year’s election
cycle.
•Attend a meeting. Especially

if  you plan on running for com-
missioner or council (both have
seats up for election this year),
attend one of  their meetings. We

know from experience that
walking into such a meeting for
the first time can be overwhelm-
ing. It’s like joining a conversa-
tion everyone else in the room
has been part of  for years. If
you’re running for office, you
need to have a lay of  the land, get
to know the people and process-
es involved and understand the
issues being discussed.
•Know why you’re running.

This seems obvious, but in our
experience it’s not. Why do you
want to run? What issues are
important to you and where do
you stand on them? What do you
think about the major topics
that have been discussed over
the last year? What do you want
to do if  you are elected to the
office you’re seeking? There’s a
lot more to think about beyond
those questions, but those are
the basics you should have

answers to before even thinking
about filing paperwork to run.
•Make sure you’re running for

the right office. It’s not at all
unusual for someone to run
while clearly not understanding
what that particular office actu-
ally does. We recall a commis-
sioner candidate who talked
endlessly about finances. While
commissioners certainly make
decisions that impact finances,
Jay County Council is the fiscal
body. A little research in
advance can help make sure
you’re running for the office
that best impacts the things you
care about.
•If  you plan on running as a

member of  one of  the two major
political parties, talk to your
county chair and/or others
involved in the party locally.
These folks can help determine
if  you are eligible to run for the

party — rules require that "the
two most recent primary elec-
tions in Indiana in which the
candidate voted were primary
elections held by the party with
which the candidate claims affil-
iation" and/or receive approval
from the party chair — and can
help guide you through the elec-
tion process.
•Ask. If  you don’t know, ask.

Ask the party chair. Ask the
county clerk. Ask an elected offi-
cial. Ask someone. There’s no
shame in not knowing some-
thing. Be willing to ask the ques-
tions to find out the information
you need to know.
Running for office is an excel-

lent way to get involved and to
make an impact on your commu-
nity. We encourage those who
plan to run to properly prepare
themselves for that important
task. — R.C.

Prepare if planning to seek office

By CLARENCE PAGE
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service
Like a political version

of  a veteran sports writer,
as the presidential primar-
ies approach I have been
expecting some hapless
candidate to throw out the
first major gaffe.
Republican presidential

candidate Nikki
Haley now has achieved
that dubious prize.
Asked at a recent New

Hampshire town hall what
she believed had caused
the Civil War, she should
have knocked that ball out
of  the park.
After all, since the first

shots of  the War Between
the States happened to be
fired in South Carolina,
her home state where she
used to be governor, surely
she knew the answer to
the historical question.
Yet, oddly she replied

like a somewhat flustered
high school student who
had forgotten to study for
her history exam.
She offered a cluster of

words to say the war was
sparked by questions of
“how government was
going to run.” She, of
course, curiously had left
out by far the most impor-
tant issue.
“In the year 2023,” the

questioner said, “it’s
astonishing to me that you
answer that question with-
out mentioning the word
‘slavery.’”
“What do you want me

to say about slavery?”
Haley retorted before
abruptly moving on to the
next question.
Suddenly you could

almost hear the rush of
Haley’s once-promising
political future like the air
out of  a punctured bal-
loon.
Haley blamed “definite-

ly a Democrat plant,”
which seemed to make bad
matters worse for her.
I was reminded of  an

elderly white Southern
gentleman who patiently
explained to me how the
Civil War, which he pre-
ferred to call “the War of
Northern Aggression,”
never really ended in 1865.
“That was just intermis-

sion,” he said.
His words came back to

me during, among other
occasions, the Jan. 6, 2021,
assault on Capitol, where
the Confederate flags were
plentiful.
Too bad, I thought.

Although Haley is more
conservative than I am, I
have long viewed her as
smart and reasonable in
our otherwise often-loony
political era, especially in
her 2015 response to the

racist mass killing at the
historically Black Moth-
er Emanuel AME church
in Charleston.
Despite polls that

showed strong support for
the Confederate flag
remaining over the State
House grounds, she called
for its removal. To the
astonishment of  many, the
state soon did so, with leg-
islators voting in favor of
the move by overwhelm-
ing margins.
But even with Democ-

rats as prominent as Pres-
ident Barack Obama
praising her “eloquence
on the subject” in his eulo-
gy for the victims, the
issue has remained a
touchy one for her and
numerous others with
political ambitions in the
region.
In the years since the

disaster, she often has
lamented the killings for
sullying a flag that for
many hardcore tradition-
alists represents, as a pop-
ular bumper sticker in the
region says, “Heritage, not
Hate!”
Yet, as unappealing as

such stickers may be to
African Americans like
me, whose ancestors were
liberated by that war, polls
and interviews show Don-
ald Trump dominating as
the GOP’s front-runner
and, just as surprising,
making more gains with
Black voters than he did in
2020.
Although President Joe

Biden’s campaign claims
to have gotten the message
and they have almost a
year to whip up some
enthusiasm in the Demo-
cratic base, a lot of  his
supporters are under-
standably nervous.
Frankly, I, too, never

thought Biden would have
this much to worry about
from an opponent facing
four indictments and
more than 90 federal
felony charges. But voters
will often surprise you,
even when they seem to be
worried about the wrong
war.
This isn’t baseball or

ancient history that we’re
talking about now. We’re
talking about the future of
our republic and whether,
as Benjamin Franklin
once asked, we can keep it.
Now that’s still a hard

question to answer.

Racial issues, old
war back at center

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
During my professional career, I’ve

said it countless times and in count-
less ways: perception is reality. Oh, I
wish I could take those moments
back! Not just because of  my awful
tendency to weave profanity into my
version of  the cliché, but because the
cliché itself  has engulfed far too
many of  us.
In 2024, the battle between what is

real and what is not will be epic.
Yes, yes, it’s a big election year, the

latest in a streak of  the-most-impor-
tant-elections-of-our-lifetimes. And
nothing strains the perception and
reality continuum more than election
season. This year, that is practically
the entire game.
Let’s talk about the pesky Four-

teenth Amendment and other incon-
venient laws that will impact the
presidential race. The never-ending
legal saga of  former President Don-
ald Trump is ground zero of  the per-
ception versus reality war. His most
recent problem of  being removed
from the ballot in Colorado and
Maine has inspired debate and con-
versation that is straight out of  the
Twilight Zone.
Too many politicians from both

parties are pandering to voters by
taking the position that Trump’s
quest to return to the White House
should be decided solely by the elec-
tion. Of  course, we all agree with the
authority of  elections, even though
Trump and his supporters didn’t
agree with it in 2020. Many of  them
still don’t. But before voters get to
decide in any year, candidates must
be qualified to hold the office.
Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of  the

U.S. Constitution establishes the qual-
ifications to be president. We learned
about these in elementary school: the
person must by a natural born citi-
zen, at least 35 years of  age, and must

have lived in the country for the pre-
vious 14 years. 
The Fourteenth Amendment,

enacted after the Civil War, modified
those qualifications to prevent those
responsible for such a rebellion from
infiltrating public office in the newly
restored union. The plain, applicable
language of  Section 3 states: “No per-
son shall…hold any office…(having)
engaged in insurrection or rebellion
against the same, or given aid or com-
fort to the enemies thereof.”
The language is plain. It’s incon-

venient for this moment, but it’s still
plain and applicable. And the reality
is that it is a legal matter, not a politi-
cal one. There is no value for politi-
cians to proclaim, “let the voters
decide!” The constitution is not set
aside by the whims of  the moment. It
never has been before, and there is no
reason to do it now.
To Trump and his fans, good luck at

the Supreme Court in January. 
The question of  presidential

immunity for Trump’s acts related to
the insurrection will likely be decid-
ed this month too. The reality here is
that over 700 people have been con-
victed of  crimes related to January 6.
There is a truckload of  evidence
implicating Trump’s criminal role in
it. Too many Americans think this is
also something to be decided by pub-
lic sentiment. Nope. Not in the
moment it’s not. The political process
can lead to new laws in the future, but
we don’t vote on the applicability of
laws as they exist now, or in the past. 
Neither of  these issues will be

decided by public commentary or
creative social media posts. They will
be decided in court, as they should
be, even though the legal questions
really aren’t that complicated. 
For SCOTUS to interpret that the

Fourteenth Amendment’s insurrec-
tion language doesn’t apply to
Trump, it will have to strain a little.
They could decide a conviction is
necessary, or that he wasn’t techni-
cally “an officer” of  the government
when he was president. But it will
require a decision that abandons the
virtues of  “textualism” this court
holds so dear. 
On the question of  presidential

immunity, SCOTUS will need to do
far more than strain to rule in
Trump’s favor. It will have to create a
fantasy land. As much as this court
has rattled my faith in it with its
recent decisions, this just won’t hap-
pen. Trump will go to trial in all of
his criminal cases. It’s also a fantasy
to believe he will escape being con-
victed in all four cases. 
This unprecedented legal saga will

end badly for Trump in 2024, not
because people of  my ilk are rooting
for it, but because the criminality and
the law are both so clear. There isn’t a
reality-based escape route for him.
America is either a nation of  laws

or it isn’t. It’s often inconvenient and
imperfect, but our laws have served
us better than any one person ever
could. That’s reality. 
The perception of  many is that

Trump is something other than the
obvious. When reality ultimately pre-
vails, I hope we will all be prepared
for it. 

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and a

communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Championship queries

1) Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Jake Browning is
the leading passer in the history of what school?

2) Two University of Michigan players won the
Heisman trophy in the 1990s Who were they?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) The University of Washington
2) Desmond Howard and Charles Woodson
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the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in
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S

I

T

R

12 insertions. $1.52/
word

26 insertions. $1.77/
word

Includes
Online.......FREE

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch

No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,

d

For more information on
consigning your farm
machinery please call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-

733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-

852-0800
Machinery consigned by
January 17, 2024 can

be advertised
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St., Portland, IN
Saturday Morning

Janurary 6th, 2024 9:30
A.M.

MODERN HOUSEHOLD
GOODS – OLD & COL-
LECTORS ITEMS

(2) leather electric reclin-
ing loveseats; (2) Smith
Bros leather electric

reclining chairs; leather

ALU
23

Clean
side
four f

T
Rev
Portla

190

WANT
TO R
tion
lookin
cash
va/Bry
decide
Don’t
filled
(419)
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oG

h

LC

L

moc.rceht.www
sdeifissalC
RCehT
tuO

UMINUM SHEETS
”x30”,.007 thick.
n and shiny on one
..35 cents each or
for $1.40, plus tax.
he Commercial
view, 309 W Main,
and 260-726-8141.

FARMERS COL-

Y

UMN

TED FARMLAND
RENT 4th Genera-
Geneva farmers

ng for farmland to
rent near Gene-
yant/Berne. Yoou
e payment dates.
wait, last year we
up. Call Steve at
376-4456

Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

A

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAYY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

√

250 PUBLIC NOTICE
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1418-6272-062

lacromoc.rcehtoto

!reviledsdeifissalCe

,bojwena

1418-627

LLAC

weiveR

cremmoCe

ni

DA

DEIFISSAL

UOYECA

A

V

BANNERS
0” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR
$695

ET ONE FOR
$350

rthdays, Anniversaries
et Well, Just Because,
Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
09 West Main St., Portland.
a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - F
Custom sizes available.

L

v

2

i

i

lrPt

rvlswN

e Commercial Review

Neewssppaper Deliiveeryy

mmentss or Proobleems

l our Cirrculatio

Hotlinne

260-2551-9588

0 p.m.Leavee Message P

rrier Delivery Deadlines

sday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.

urday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

he Commercial Review

West Main St., Portland.
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KNOW    
BY O         
HA

AND 
ALL OF THE WOMEN ONCE KNOWN BY ANY OF THE NAMES

RESP
TEST

T       
T

HEIR  
DIW

ERS
HE    T

weiveR

laicremmoC

ehT

ni

wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

AT30 LOST,, STRAYYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to

L

reclining chairs; leather
ottoman; Whirlpool chest

freezer; popcorn
machine with cart;

Pyrex; Holiday Barbie
dolls; 1:24 scale cars;
die cast metal cars and
trucks, some are banks;
Coca Cola semi carriers;
Coca Cola clock, trucks,

etc; and
many other items not

listed.
JEWELRY - CURREN-

CY - COINS
18K ladies ring; 14K
ladies ring; 10K ladies
cameo ring; MORGAN
SILVVER DOLLARS:
1922 and 1923 Peace
Dollars; 30+ Franklin
Half Dollars (1951 thru
1959); (15) – 1964
Kennedy Half Dollars;
Steel Pennies; Buffalo
Nickels; V Nickels;

E

AMY S        
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eh

765- 288-3651
Muncie IN 47305
alnut Street, Ste. 200  Walnut Street, Ste. 200

oran LLP Voran LLP
JON D. MADISON (26466-33)

, Indiana   y, IndianaC
on EadsJ

t you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
enteredbe may default by ent mgdjua notice this of ation 

lastthe after days (30) thirty within complaint said of tions 
theto respond and counsel by or person in appear you nless 

ashington St., Dunkirk IN 47336     Washington St., Dunkirk IN 47336

In-Dunkirk, of city now town, the in (4) Four t oLOut of part a 
ndang ginnibef oace ple thto feet 65 treetSon hingtasWasofne i
thealong and on Eastward thence Street; shingtonaWaof ine 
hetto eet feet 0 13e linibedscrdet lastos gleant ighrat ardw

thencefeet; 65 Street ashington Washington with parallel and line d 
de-last to angles right at estward Westward thence feet; 130 of ce 
aStreet ashington Washington said to anglesright at Southward nning 

citysaid in ) (9e Nink Blocin (1)e Onot Lof rner cot theasnore h
Eastwardfeet 325 Indiana, Dunkirk, of ytycnow town, the in 

onhingtasWaof e siduth sothe n ooint paat ing mmencCo
 No: 38-09-08-104-160.000-014

, Indiana, to wit:    y, Indiana, to wit:
ng described real 

ehtoteltiTteiuQotnoitcadeltitneevobaehtnideusneebev
 DEFENDANTS LISTED ABOVE”
wn to the Plaintiff, to wit:
 whereabouts are unknown or some or all of whom are

andte taesealrd becriesdg winlofolhe tn it resteinomes
maywho persons named following the to given hereby is 

TION   ATION 
Defendant(s)

.     F.
ED IN THIS COMPLAINT AND ABOVE NAMED; ALL OF
NTS IN THIS ACTION NAMED, DESCRIBED OR DESIG-

-, UNDER OR THROUGH ANY OF THE DEFEN Y, UNDER OR THROUGH ANY OF THE DEFEN
HEREIN DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT IN THIS

TE AND INTERESTATE AND INTEREST       TA
-T ANY TITLE, CLAIM OR INTERT OR MIGHT ASSERER

TIONS WHO     ATIONS WHO
RIED; THE NAMES OF ALL OF WHOM ARE UNKNOWN

ERAOHWNOITCASIHTNISTNADNEFEDSADEAT
 PERSONS NAMED ABOVE, OR DESCRIBED AND DESIG-

, AS THE SPOUSES OF EACH OF   F, AS THE SPOUSES OF EACH OF
 OTHER NAMES; THE NAMES OF ALL WHOM ARE UN-
VE BEEN CHANGED AND WHO ARE NOW KNOWNAVE BEEN CHANGED AND WHO ARE NOW KNOWN

Y   AYATED WHOSE NAMES MA  TA ATIONS ABOVE ST
 F THE WOMEN ONCE KNOWN BY ANY OF THE NAMES

ALL OF WHOM ARE UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF;
, OF EACH OF THE FORGOING PERSONS,Y, OF EACH OF THE FORGOING PERSONS,LY

AMENTS; SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST AND ASSIGNS,TAMENTS; SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST AND ASSIGNS,
TRUSTEES, EXECUTORS OF THE LAST WILL AND

TEES,  ATEES,ATE; DEVISEES, LEGA   TAATORS OF THE ESTT
VIVING SPOUSES, CREDITORS AND ADMINIS-RS, SUR

, WIDOWER, CHILD, CHILDREN, DESCENDANTS,W, WIDOWER, CHILD, CHILDREN, DESCENDANTS,
VICES, INC., AND THE UNKNOWN HUSBAND, WIFE,RV       

,    CITIFINANCIAL    F,    CITIFINANCIAL
ICCI JO LITTLER, NICCI JO LITTLERN

VICES, INC.FICER OF    CITIFINANCIAL SER
 SUTTON. LISA A. SMITH, THE HIGHEST RANKING OF-

And
Plaintiff

TIES, LLCPROPER
HREE BOYS INVESTMENT T

AUSE NO: 38D01-2312-MI-000035C
2023 TERM

TY SUPERIOR COUR  AY SUPERIOR COUR
, ss:Y, ss:  AY

TE OF INDIANAATE OF INDIANATA

ePublic Notic
STA
COUNTY OF JAY

IN THE JA

E HIGHEST RANKING OFFICER OF
R
DOW

RATORS OF THE ESTATE; DEVISEES, LEGA

T
PECTFULLY

 DESIGNATIONS ABOVE STATED WHOSE NAMES MA
A

WN TO THE PLAINTIFF

 LAINTIFF; ALL PERSONS AND CORPORA

 IN OR LIEN UPON THE REAL ESTA

ION BY

WHOM ARE UNKNOWN TO THIS PLAINTIFF

SUMMONS BY PUBLICA

 located in Jay County

W
it

W
W

W
f

W
W

only known as: 225 E. W

lerk of Jay County

DeFur V
400 S. W

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

B
40
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Bir
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Open 10 a

T
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li  outh s
rthwNo

scribed 
distance 

run  and 
thm fro
i  Street 

al: Leg
arcel  P

A.
state l    e

followi    
vahuYo

“SEE D   
unknown to the Plaintiff, to wit:
whose          

sm aicl
Notice 

TE         ATED IN THIS COMPLAINT AND ABOVE NAMED; ALL OF
DAN        
CT  A
TH       

EST I       
ASSE
TO PL     
MARR         

AN
HE P       T
KNOW    

S

A

L

know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave

YL

A

Nickels; V Nickels;
Wheat Pennies; and

other
coins not listed.
GUNS – AMMO –

TOOLS
Glock 22 – 40 caliber;
Glock 27 – 40 caliber;
Glock 17 – 9 mm; Smith
&amp; Wesson revolver;
AMMO: 20 boxes - PMC
44 Remington Mag; 5
boxes – 243 Winches-
ter;and many other
items not listed.

PATTRICIA JOYCE WIL-
SON, Owner

&
PETERSON FAMILYY,,

Owner
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

C
NA

   

  

  
 

  
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

 

 
  
  

  
  

   
 

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  

  
  

  
   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

  
 

 

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

   
 

   
  
  

  

  

  
   
   
 
  

   
 

    
 

   

 
    

 
   
   

  
  
  
 
  

  
   

    
   

   
   

 
   

  
  

   
   
  
 

   
  

   
   
  

  
  

  

  
   

    
    
     
  
    

   
   
  
  
  
 

 

 

  
 

   

  
    
     
  

 
 

   

  
   
   

  
  

 
 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  

  

 
   
  

   
   

 
  
    
    
  

  
  
   
  
  

 

  

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  

    
     
 

 
  

 

     

  
 

    
     

    
 

 

   

 

  
 

  
    

 
 

    
 

 
  

    
 

 

  

 

        

  

             

 
 

 
 

   
 

  

 
 

   

  

  

  

  

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

    

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

    

      

  

        

  

  

      

   
       

 

  

  

   

  

   
  
  
 

  

C

claimshave who persons All 
cember 21, 2023

e-Dond iedwho, edasecednkLi
E.sniDenof estate the of tive 
a-enteseprRl narsoPetedinpo

ap-2024, , Januaryof day 2nd 
ehton was, Schemenaur A. ley 
-esWesthat en giveby heris ice Not

TIONATION
NOTICE OF 

Dennis E. Link, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2312-EU-000030 

the Estate of:
dministration of A

the Unsupervised 
023 TERM In the Matter of2

T Y CIRCUIT COUR  AY CIRCUIT COURI
, SS:Y, SS:  AYC

TE OF INDIANAATE OF INDIANATA

ePublic Notic
STA
OUNTY OF JAY

N THE JA

ADMINISTRA

R 12-2C
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Going against themselves

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Morgan DeHoff  had a

strong start to her junior
season. She earned first
place finishes in her first
four events during dual
meets.
Since mid-November,

DeHoff  has only claimed
the top spot once, coming
in third four times, and
second three as well.
To start off  the new

year, DeHoff  broke
through again.
DeHoff  provided one of

the Jay County High
School girls swim team’s
two individual victories
as it swept the Celina
Bulldogs and Coldwater
Cavaliers on Thursday
afternoon.
The girls team dominat-

ed Celina 157-88 while
winning a closer meet
against Coldwater 129-
104. The boys team split,
taking down Coldwater
118-82 while falling to
Celina 115-109.
“Tonight we saw a lot

of  improvements,” Patri-
ots coach Matt Slavik
said. “The puzzle pieces
are coming together. I
was really happy with
our performance across
the board.
“Everyone had a really

good meet in the events
they swam, super stoked
about that. … Playing
things around and swim-
ming in different events
and it was a nice fit
tonight the way it came
together.”
DeHoff  cruised to a

first-place finish in the
50-yard freestyle with a
time of  28.5 seconds.
Teammate Avery Wentz
was the next closest with
a 29.53.

It felt really good,”
DeHoff  said. “Having my
50 free time down to a low
28 was really nice. We’ve
been working a lot on
technique during prac-
tice, so we saw improve-
ment with that and that’s
good.”
It was the Patriot’s first

individual victory since
Dec. 11 against South
Adams when she won the
backstroke.
Along with her 50

freestyle win, she was the
first leg of  the 200
freestyle relay team that
placed first for Jay Coun-
ty (7-3). Zion Beiswanger,
Sophia Hoevel and Lau-
ren Fisher joined DeHoff
for the race, finishing in 1
minute, 54.2 seconds,
which was over two sec-
onds better from the Cold-
water team.
The only other victory

for the girls came from
Naroa Zugasti on the div-
ing board with a score of
106.65.
Outside of  those three

top finishes, the Patriots
were powered by their
depth, earning second in
nine events and third in
seven.
“(Having depth) defi-

nitely helps,” DeHoff
said. “Especially with our
mindset coming in know-
ing we have a strong team
that can get not just the
first place finishes, but
can follow in with the rest
of  the places. It really
helps.
“And not just me, but a

bunch of  us are dropping
time which definitely
helps.”
Beiswanger also had a

solid night, snagging a
pair of  second-place fin-
ishes for Jay County in

the 200 individual medley
and the 100 freestyle.
The boys (2-8) only had

two first-place finishes. It
also took the diving with
Brasen Glassford’s score
of  139.05. The other came
from Lincoln Clamme in
the 50 free with a time of
26.42. He beat Matthew
Fisher by 1.27 seconds.
Clamme narrowly lost

the 100 breaststroke to
Coldwater’s Quinn Bran-
don. Clamme clocked in
at 1:15.87 while Brandon
finished 1:15.72.
“The (boys) highlight

of  the night was Lincoln
Clamme having a solid 50
and 100 breaststroke,”
Slavik said. “Anytime you
can get career best times
at a mid-season dual
meet, you’re doing well.”
Matthew Fisher also

finished second in the 100
backstroke to go along
with the 50 freestyle.
The JCHS tankers com-

bined for 14 career bests
and 25 season best times.
The improvements have
Slavik excited for the
direction the Patriots are
moving in as sectional
draws near.
He plans to utilize the

Patriot Invite on Satur-
day to place swimmers
where he could foresee
them competing in the
postseason as a trial run.
“Individual wins would

be great for their own
psyche, but more or less,
all of  them know there’s
only one person they’re
swimming against right
now and that’s them-
selves and where they
were at this time last
year,” Slavik said. “Right
now, most of  them are
ahead of  where they were
at this time last year.”

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

JCHS sophomore David Keen breaches the surface while swimming the 100-yard butterfly on Thursday. Keen finished third in the race as the Patriot
boys split by defeating Coldwater 118-82 but falling to Celina 115-109.

Slavik happy with Patriots’ personal improvements

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Zion Beiswanger, a sophomore at Jay County High School, swims
the backstroke leg of the 200-yard individual medley in a double-dual meet
against Coldwater and Celina on Thursday. Beiswanger had a pair of second-
place finishes to help the Patriots sweep the meet.

VERSAILLES, Ohio — The Indi-
ans have been prone to offensive
struggles this season.
Those struggles reared their

ugly head as the Indians jumped
back into Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence play.
Fort Recovery High School’s

girls basketball team struggled to
score in the second and fourth
quarters as the Versailles Tigers
took advantage to take down the
Indians 40-28 on Thursday.
The Indians (2-8, 1- 2 MAC) hung

around with the Tigers (5-4, 3-1
MAC) early in the game.
Cali Wendel hit a three and a 2-

pointer while Karlie Niekamp and
Makenna Huelskamp added buck-
ets to finish the first quarter with

nine points. Versailles had five
baskets – two from Taylor Wagner
and Allison Schwartz – to control a
10-9 lead after the first period.
Fort Recovery went cold in the

second quarter.
Four hoops that produced nine

points gave the Tigers some sepa-
ration as FRHS only scored a Sage
Leuthold 3-pointer. The Indians
trailed 19-12 at the half.
The Indians won the third quar-

ter by a score of  10-8. Leuthold was
the top scorer of  the quarter with
a pair of  buckets, including a 3-
point play. Niekamp was right
behind with four points, while
Wendel cleaned up the final point
on a free throw.

Fort Recovery didn’t have
enough left in the tank as Ver-
sailles doubled up its score win-
ning the period 13-6. Wagner
nailed two baskets and two free
throws to match FRHS with six
points. She finished with a game-
high 14.
A final 3-point shot by Niekamp

made her the Indians’ leading
scorer with nine points. Leuthold
followed with eight while Wendel
and Huelskamp added six and four
respectively.
The Indians will get another

shot to pick up their second con-
ference win on Jan. 11 against St.
John’s but are slotted to face Anso-
nia before that on Tuesday.

Tribe girls fall to Versailles
Not many teams

have given the Patriots
trouble this season.
The Indians pushed

them but couldn’t get
the Patriots to break.
The Jay County Jun-

ior High School girls
basketball teams won a
pair of  close games to
the Fort Recovery Indi-
ans on Thursday.
The eighth grade

team escaped by four
points in a 23-19 win.
Natalie May led a bal-
anced scoring effort
with eight points.

Other scorers for the
Patriots (11-1) were
Elizabeth Brunswick
(five), Raylin Hummer
(four), Gabi Petro (two),
Amelia Heath (two)
and Amara Crawford
(two).
Karsyn Schwieter-

man powered the sev-
enth grade team’s 28-12
win with 17 points.
Charlee Peters

scored seven points for
the Patriots (12-0) while
Alivya Schwieterman
and Claudia Dirksen
added a bucket.

Indians test Jay



Continued from page 10
She shot 7-of-11 from

the field and hit 6-of-8
free throws while also
pulling down a game-
high eight rebounds and
dishing out a couple of
assists.
She’s averaged 15.6

points over the last seven
games.
“Sophie’s just on a

role,” said McIntire.
“She’s rebounding and
being such an offensive
threat. She just plays so
hard, with so much
heart. She’s just hard to
stop because she just
works so dang hard. I’m
just really proud of  her.”
Denton, another senior,

followed Saxman with
eight points while Schwi-
eterman, a freshman, hit

a couple of  3-pointers as
she finished with seven
points. Amongst the
other Patriot seniors, all
of  whom started, Muh-
lenkamp had thee points,
Danielle May chipped in
two points and Breanna
Dirksen totalled five
assists.
The win puts JCHS (15-

2, 4-0 ACAC) in solid con-
trol for the regular-sea-
son conference title with
games against Southern
Wells (4-11) and Heritage
(1-13) remaining.
Bluffton is now 4-1 in the
conference.
“Losing this game, our

goal is obviously to get
another shot at them,”
said Curtis, referencing
next week’s conference
tournament. “The only

way to do that is to get to
the Saturday game.”

Junior varsity
Jay County scored

enough points in the first
quarter of  the two-quar-
ter contest to win as it
defeated the Tigers 22-13.
Alexis Sibray and

Natalie Carreno each had
six first-quarter points as
the Patriots rolled out to
a 15-8 advantage. The
home team then limited
Bluffton to five points in
the second quarter.
Carreno kept her scor-

ing going, finishing with
a game-high 13 points.
Sibray was next with six
and Raylah Newton had
the other three.
Addison Yates paced

Bluffton with five points

The Commercial Review
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys wrestling team
state at Jay County – 9 a.m.; Swim hosts
Jay County Invitational – 10 a.m.; Boys
basketball (including freshman) at
Adams Central – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling vs.
Coldwater at Speedway Lanes – 9:15
a.m.; Swim at Jay County Invitational –
10 a.m.; Boys bowling vs. Coldwater at
Speedway Lanes – 1 p.m.; Boys basket-
ball vs. Botkins – 6 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high boys bas-

ketball vs. Hagerstown – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Freshman basket-

ball vs. Delphos St. John’s – 6 p.m.; Mid-
dle school girls basketball vs. South
Adams – 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Swimming at York-

town – 6 p.m.; Junior high boys basket-
ball at Northside – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.
Ansonia – 6 p.m.; Middle school basket-
ball vs. Ansonia – 5 p.m.; Middle school
basketball at Delphos St. John’s – 5:30
p.m.

TV sports
Today

12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
North Carolina at Clemson (ESPN2); Rut-
gers at Iowa (BTN); DePaul at George-
town (FS1); Mississippi State at South
Carolina (CBS); La Salle at Fordham
(USA)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Kentucky at Florida (ESPN)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
St. John’s at Villanova (FOX)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Alcorn State at Jackson State (CBS)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
TCU at Kansas (CBS); Providence at
Creighton (FS1); Auburn at Arkansas
(ESPN2); Saint Louis at George Mason
(USA)

2:15 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Nebraska at Wisconsin (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Alcorn State at Jackson State (CBS)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Missouri State at Bradley (Bally Indiana);
UNLV at San Diego State (CBS); George
Washington at VCU (USA)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Creighton at DePaul (FS1)

4:30 p.m. — NFL: Pittsburgh Steelers
at Baltimore Ravens (ABC)

4:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: Purdue at Maryland (BTN)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
UCF at Kansas State (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: St. John’s at Providence (FS1)

7 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Indi-
ana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Texas Tech at Texas (ESPN2); Ohio State
at Indiana (FOX)

8 p.m. — AMA Supercross: Monster
Energy Series (USA)

8:15 p.m. — NFL: Houston Texans at
Indianapolis Colts (ABC)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
San Diego at Gonzaga (NBC)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Cincinnati at BYU (ESPN2)

Sunday
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Michigan at Penn State (BTN)
1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

UMass Amherst at Dayton (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — NFL: Jacksonville Jaguars

at Tennessee Titans (CBS); Minnesota
Vikings at Detroit Lions (FOX)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Mississippi State at South Carolina
(ESPN)

2 p.m. — College FCS football: Mon-
tana at South Dakota State (ABC)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Indiana at Nebraska (BTN)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Drake at Belmont (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Sentry (NBC)
4:25 p.m. — NFL: Chicago Bears at

Green Bay Packers (CBS); Dallas Cow-
boys at Washington Commanders (FOX)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Maryland at Minnesota (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Michigan State at Northwestern
(BTN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Buffalo Bills at
Miami Dolphins (NBC)

Monday
7:30 p.m. — College football playoff

national championship: Washington vs.
Michigan (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Indi-
ana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Maryland at Michigan State (BTN)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Seton Hall at Georgetown (FS1)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Houston at Iowa State (ESPN2); Missouri
at Kentucky (ESPN)

8 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Minnesota at Michigan (BTN)

8 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at St.
Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: Marquette at Seton Hall (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Duke at Pitt (ESPN); Texas A&M at
Auburn (ESPN2)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: New Mexico at UNLV (FS1)

Local notes
Tickets for sale

The Jay County High School athletic
department will have tickets for the boys
and girls Allen County Athletic Conference
basketball tournament for sale through Fri-
day, Jan. 12 at 12 p.m..

Tickets for all three sessions will cost
$10. Tickets for a single session will only
be sold at the door for $6.

Tryouts scheduled
Tryouts for A League of Our Own Inde-

pendent Baseball League is hosting a try-
out at the Mojo-Up Sports indoor Complex
in Noblesville on Jan. 30.

Anyone 19-years-old or older that is
looking for the opportunity to continue play-
ing baseball can try out.

To sign up or for more information on
the league, visit www.alooo247.com, call
(205) 264-1468 or email
411@alooo247.com.

Sports on tap

Jay County Patriots vs.
Bluffton Tigers

Girls varsity summary

Bluffton (13-4, 4-1 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Stout 2-8 0-0 5
Drayer 0-4 2-2 2
Schreiber 1-6 4-7 6
Gibson 2-14 0-0 5
Renner 0-1 2-2 2
Sonnigsen 1-2 1-2 4
Eisenhut 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 6-36 9-13 24

.167 .692
Def. rebound percentage: .677

Jay County (15-2, 4-0 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Muhlenkmp 1-5 1-2 3
Saxman 7-11 6-8 20
Schwtrmn 2-12 1-2 7
MDirksen 0-3 0-0 0
Denton 3-6 2-4 8
BDirksen 0-1 0-0 0
May 1-3 0-0 2
Totals 14-41 8-14 40

.341 .571
Def. rebound percentage: .833

Score by quarters:
Bluffton 0 10 9 5 —24
Jay Co. 11 10 10 9 —40

3-point shooting: Bluffton 3-11
(Sonnigsen 1-1, Stout 1-2, Gibson
1-6, Drayer 0-2). Jay County 2-13
(Schwieterman 2-7, MDirksen 0-3,
Muhlenkamp 0-1, BDirksen 0-1,
May 0-1).

Rebounds: Bluffton 32
(Schreiber 8, team 7, Gibson 5,
Stout 4, Drayer 4, Renner 2, Son-
nigsen 2). Jay County 29 (Saxman
8, Denton 4, BDirksen 4, team 4,
Muhlenkamp 3, Schwieterman 3,
MDirksen 2, May).

Assists: Bluffton 1 (Drayer). Jay
County 11 (BDirksen 5, Schwieter-
man 3, Saxman 2, May).

Blocks: Bluffton 2 (Stout,
Schreiber). Jay County 1 (Muh-
lenkamp).

Personal fouls: Bluffton 11
(Schreiber 4, Sonnigsen 2, Stout,
Drayer, Gibson, Renner, Eisenhut).
Jay County 12 (Muhlenkamp 4,
BDirksen 3, May 2, Saxman,
Schwieterman, MDirksen).

Turnovers: Bluffton 22. Jay
County 11.

Box score

Zeroes ...

Continued from page 10
Lingo, who was also

dealing with illness,
fought through to keep the
third-place match as short
as possible to avoid the
bottom seed.
“I just told myself  that

this pin needs to be
short,” Lingo said. “If  I
lose these matches and
don’t place high enough,
it’s going to hurt so much
more than the physical
pain.”
In the 140-pound third-

place match, Manor and
East Noble’s No. 10 Kah-
mya Bell (16-2) went into
four overtime periods.
Bell won by a sudden-
death escape five seconds
into the fourth overtime
period.
“We both had such good

defense, neither of  us
could get anything,”
Manor said. “That last
period she got out and
that's when I was too tired
to keep holding her
down.”
Three more Patriots

made the ticket round, but
failed to clinch a state
berth. 
No. 7 Katie Rowles (26-5)

fell victim to a tough tour-
nament draw in the 100-
pound bracket, losing a 4-3
decision to sixth-ranked
Angelina Clay of  Lake-
land (20-5).
Maleah Parsons (18-10)

struggled to find offense
in the 145 quarterfinal,
losing 17-1 to New Haven’s
No. 2 Olivia Bhode (31-2)
in a technical fall. Madi-
son Gage (7-10) fell to
Rochester’s Grace Hiroms
(21-4) 26 seconds into the
155-pound quarterfinal
contest.
“Today we had a lot of

girls get eliminated and
you hate to see it because

they put in a lot of  time
and felt like they deserve
to go on,” Myers said.
“Katie was not quite an
ideal draw … an early
takedown kind of  decided
that match. … You have to
move forward and take
the good out of  it and take
the bad and learn from it.
“Maleah didn’t have a

great draw but that is
because she struggled last
week. I felt like she was
wrestling really well
today and if  she would
have finished off  some of
those matches last week
she would have been in
position with a better
opportunity to advance in
this one.
“In the state tourna-

ment series, you set your-
self up for the next week,
and you can’t take any-
thing for granted.”
Suffering first-round

losses were:
•105 — Sophia Thomas

(5-17) by a pin in 1:24 to
Ashlyn Brown (3-11) of
Peru
•115 — Tatianna Willis

(10-8) by a pin in 1:51 to
No. 12  Makayla Withrow
(21-5) of  West Noble
•120 — Calie Yates (8-11)

by a pin in 1:22 to Hannah
Early (17-13) of  North
Miami
•120 — Ellie Wendel 91-

6) by a pin in 35 seconds to
Kyra Doran (16-5) of
Rochester
•125 — Willow Hardy

(16-12) by a pin in 5:05 to
Christian Lewis (9-10) of
Prairie Heights
•170 — Tessa Miller (5-

17) by pin in 25 seconds to
Anna Maszke (1-2) of  Cen-
tral Noble)
•190 — Sydney Huftel (0-

4) by pin in 2:44 to Kate-
lynn Leckrone (14-13) of
Manchester

Toppled ...

The Indians only trailed by six
heading into the final period.
The Tigers exploded offensive-

ly to squash any chance of  a
comeback.
The Fort Recovery High School

boys basketball team dropped its
fifth game in a row with a 45-31
loss to the Versailles Tigers on
Friday.
Fifteen points from Jace

Watren and 12 from A.J. Gries-
dorn powered Versailles’ offen-
sive onslaught that prevented the

Indians (4-7, 0-2 Midwest Athletic
Conference) from picking up
their first conference win.
Seven of  Griesdorn’s points

came in the fourth quarter as he

hit three shots and spit a pair of
free throws. Watren massaged his
points throughout the game with
a pair of  buckets in the first, two
3-pointers in the second, a three
in the third and four in the fourth
on one basket and two foul shots.
Briggs Overman led FRHS

with eight points in his first start
of  the season. He scored one
bucket in the second, and earned
the rest of  his points at the free-
throw line.
Gavin Faller and Rex Leverette

both added seven points for the
Indians.
Fort Recovery only won the

third quarter when it knocked
down six shots at the charity
stripe to outpace Versailles (5-2, 2-
0 MAC) 8-7.

Glassford seventh
Three athletes from Jay County

and Fort Recovery High Schools
competed in the diving portion of
the Patriot invite on Friday.
Brasen Glassford and Bryden

Carter both competed for the
JCHS boys swim team. Glassford
finished seventh with 183.25
points while 168.51 points had
Carter sitting ninth.
Oak Hill’s Grant Cates won the

boys event with 590.1 points.
From FRHS, Theresa Hipple

scored 165.5 points to earn sixth
place. Abby Sneed of  Oak Hill
won with a score of  346.1.
The swimming portion of  the

Patriot invite will be completed
today.

Indians fade in fourth to fall to Versailles
Local
roundup

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Sophie Saxman drives past Madyson
Sonnigsen of Bluffton during the Patriots’ 40-24 win Friday. Saxman celebrated
Senior Night in style with a career-high 20 points and game-high eight rebounds.
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Jay County hosts
wrestling team state today,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
ROCHESTER — During the

155-pound championship match,
top-ranked Mallory Winner wres-
tled against someone that was
called “Turtle” by her friends
and family in the crowd.
Winner finished off  the match

by keeping her in a position that
resembled a turtle to let the clock
tick down to zero and claim the
first semi-state championship.
The Jay County High School

girls wrestling team had three
athletes punch their tickets to the
state competition on Friday at
Rochester during the first girls
wrestling semi-state.
Joining Winner (22-0) will be

No. 13 Lina Lingo in the 135-
pound weight class and No. 7
Emily Manor at 140.
“All of  the girls that advanced

put in a solid effort,” JCHS coach
Eric Myers said. “In the state
placement matches, I felt we
wrestled pretty well. We didn’t
get all the results that we wanted,
but the effort was there. That’s
the way it works sometimes.”
Winner earned the sole cham-

pionship for the Patriots, result-
ing in her getting a top seed for
the state tournament that will be
held Friday at Kokomo.
Despite battling illness, the

two-time state champion — she
won her first two titles at 160 —
breezed through the opening two
rounds to clinch a berth, beating
both opponents by fall in 85 sec-
onds combined. The semifinal
match against New Haven’s
fourth-ranked Kailey Bussard
(26-4) gave a little bit more of  a
challenge, but Winner ended it 37
seconds into the final period.
The championship match

against No. 2 Rhaigyn Trenary
(23-2) of  Eastside was a different
story.
The Jay County junior struck

first with a single-leg takedown 1
minute, 46 seconds, into the con-
test. While trying to wrestle
aggressively, Winner nearly
pinned herself, but avoided the
fall while allowing a reversal and
a near fall with 40 seconds left.
Winner said she talked with

her dad, JCHS assistant coach

John Winner, about how Trenary
would try to roll out when Win-
ner put a bar on her, so she was
prepared to keep rolling to avoid
the self-pin.
An escape by Winner ended the

first period 4-3 in favor of  Tre-
nary. A late takedown and rever-
sal in the second period kept the
Eastside freshman ahead 6-5
going into the final period.
Winner chose to start the final

period neutral and got a quick
takedown to take the lead. With
1:30 left, the official called an

injury timeout for Winner who
was struggling to breath and
quickly ran to a nearby trash
can.
When the match resumed,

Winner took care of  business.
“As a wrestler, when I see that

with a girl, I would try to take
advantage,” Winner said. “As the
person winning the match, I
knew that I just had to really
grind it out. If  I had to sit there
for a minute on her hip, I would
just grind it out. 
“Even though I could hear

them yelling, I had to stick to
who I was and win how I know
how to win.”
Winner got one final take-

down and held Trenary to the
mat to win the 155 bracket 9-6.
Lingo (22-9) and Manor (21-3)

both advanced to the ticket
round on byes. Manor made
quick work of  Rochester’s
Alexis Haughs (12-9) with a pin
in 1 minute, 36 seconds, with a
state berth on the line.
Lingo’s ticket-round match

against Tri-Central’s Danya

Wiseman took some extra
effort. The JCHS junior
wracked up a 14-2 lead before
rolling Wiseman over for a fall
with 1:03 remaining.
Lingo lost in a semifinal

match that went the distance
with No. 9 Alexis Spaulding (26-
5) of  Columbia City 16-10
before countering Akira Jones’
(13-16) shot in the third-place
match and working it into a pin
with 7 seconds left in the first
period.

See Toppled page 9

Turtle toppled

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Both teams walked into

the gym Friday with zero
conference losses.
In the first quarter, the

Tigers recorded several
more zeroes.
Zero made free throws on

two attempts.
Zero made field goals on

seven attempts.
Zero points.
Jay County High

School’s girls basketball
team rode a dominant first
quarter to a 40-24 Senior
Night victory over Bluffton
to give it firm control of
the battle for the Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence regular-season title.
“Ugly win, but I’m glad

we got it for our seniors,”
said JCHS coach Sherri
McIntire. “Bluffton is just
very physical. I didn’t
think at times we matched
their physicality. …
“I’m just happy to get out

of  here tonight with a win.
Senior Night. I told them
we had two jobs. We’ve got
to do our first job and that
will make our second job a
lot more fun, and that’s cel-
ebrating these seniors.”
After Molly Muh-

lenkamp missed on a drive
on the Patriots’ opening

possession, she attacked
the lane again and scored
the game’s first points with
6:08 on the clock. Back-to-
back hoops by Sophie Sax-
man made it 6-0, and a 3-
pointer from Hallie Schwi-
eterman and two free
throws from Bella Denton
pushed the lead to 11 at the
quarter break.
Nothing at all went right

for Bluffton in those open-
ing eight minutes, as even a
wide open shot off  of  a per-
fectly executed baseline
inbound play rimmed out.
The Tigers, now 13-4 and

losers of  three of  their last
four, were 0-for-8 with eight
turnovers before Maryn
Schreiber (six points) final-
ly broke through with a
layup on a broken play at
the 6:27 mark of  the second
quarter. A 3-pointer from
the left corner by Haley
Gibson made it 13-5, but
Bluffton would get no clos-
er.
“You can’t put them up

that many points,” said
Bluffton coach Doug Cur-
tis. “They’ve got two losses
on the year and they’ve
played a really good sched-
ule. You can’t spot them 10
or 11 points.”
The Patriots scored the

next seven points in a row
and pushed to a 21-10 lead
at halftime. The advantage
hovered between nine and
the final margin of  16
throughout the second half.
Sophie Saxman led the

team’s contingent of  sen-
iors on Senior Night, build-
ing on her hot streak for a
new career-high of  20
points to surpass the 19 she
put up Dec. 16 against
South Adams. 
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JC zeroes
out Tigers

No. 1 Winner of JCHS knocks off second-ranked Trenary
to win semi-state and lead group of three Patriot qualifiers

Patriots
shut out
Bluffton
in first

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Top-ranked Mallory Winner of Jay County battles against No. 2 Rhaigyn Trenary of Eastside during the 155-pound
championship match Friday at the semi-state tournament hosted by Rochester. Winner, a two-time defending state champion,
went back and forth with Trenary before getting a late takedown to lock up a 9-6 victory.


