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Jay School Corporation

The above graph shows Jay School Corporation’s year-end cash balances in the education fund, formerly known
as the general fund, for the last 30 years. The 2023 year-end balance of $7.9 million was up about $1.1 million from the
previous year. It has been on a steady climb since dipping to below $1.5 million at the end of 2017.

Jay School Corporation has largest
year-end balance in at least three decades

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Jay Schools are in strong
financial shape.

A presentation Monday dur-
ing a Jay School Corporation
Board of Finance meeting,
which immediately followed
Jay School Board’s organiza-
tional meeting for 2024, board
members learned 2023 surplus-
es in both the education and
operations funds pushed year-
end balances to their highest
marks in at least three decades.

Also Monday, the school
board approved advertising for
bids for a new heating, cooling
and ventilation (HVAC) system
at West Jay Elementary School.

Business manager Shannon
Current presented a report to
the board of finance that shows
the school corporation with
year-end cash balances of $7.9
million in its education fund
(formerly known as the general
fund) and $4.68 million in the
operations fund. Those are up

by about $1.1 million and $1.6
million from the previous year,
respectively.

Jay School Corporation
superintendent Jeremy Gulley
and Current attributed the
large increases to several fac-
tors, including Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency
Relief (ESSER) funds from fed-
eral coronavirus relief pack-
ages, school consolidation and
interest.

Current also noted that the
school corporation’s rainy day
fund finished 2023 at $1.82 mil-
lion and its food service fund at
$1.34 million.

In all cases, the increases
continued a trend. The educa-
tion fund has steadily climbed
from just under $1.5 million in
2017, the operations fund from
less than $100,000 in 2015, the
rainy day fund from $70,782 in
2016 and the food service fund
from $113,867 when Chartwells
took over management in 2019.

“You're fiscally as strong as

you’ve been since 1993,” Gulley
told the board. “You're fiscally
strong. Your wages are improv-
ing for your employees. And
you’re investing dollars into
your facilities that are good for
the long term.”

He also noted that some
teaching positions that have
been funded by ESSER dollars,
which come to an end this year,
will shift back into the educa-
tion fund moving forward.

Current also shared enroll-
ment and staffing numbers.

Jay Schools enrollment was
at 2,900 students as of Jan. 1.
That’s down from about 6,000
when Jay County High School
opened in 1975, but the number
has been relatively stable over
the last three years.

The school corporation cur-
rently has 422 employees, up
slightly from a low of 413 in
2021. The number’s recent peak
was 540 in 2013.

During the school board
meeting, board members Ron

Laux, Donna Geesaman, Phil
Ford, Jason Phillips, Vickie
Reitz and Chip Phillips, absent
Marcie Vormohr, gave Current
permission to advertise for bids
for a renovation of the HVAC
system at West Jay. As was
noted at last month’s meeting,
the system has experienced var-
ious maintenance issues this
year.

Architecture and engineer-
ing firm Barton Coe Vilamaa
estimates the project cost will
be $480,000. Because it is expect-
ed to cost more than $150,000 it
must go through a formal bid-
ding process.

The school corporation will
accept sealed bids for the work
until 2 p.m. Feb. 6. The board is
expected to consider awarding
the project at its Feb. 12 meet-
ing.

The board plans to use
ESSER funds from federal coro-
navirus relief dollars to pay for
the project.

See Strong page 2
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Dunkirk
looking
at water
options

City will
test wells
that are
out of use

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — The city
is seeking greater water
capacity.

Before it considers
other options, it will look
at old sources.

Dunkirk City Council
on Monday approved flow
testing and video inspec-
tion of a pair of existing
wells that have been out
of service for years.

Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins during his re-
election campaign last
year — he became the
city’s first mayor to earn
a second term since 1991
— noted the need for the
city to add to its water
capacity in order to be
able to attract new hous-
ing and industry.

Tim Hill of Peerless
Midwest, a well-drilling
contractor based in
Mishawaka, explained to
council Monday that
future well options have
some limitations. Most of
the city is built over rock
while sand/gravel areas
more likely to be suitable
for wells are further out
and would require either
running a water main to
the treatment plant or
having a small plant on
site. Both options would
be costly. (Hill estimated
$70,000 to $80,000 to drill a
new well and about $1
million per mile of water
main.)

Hill instead suggested
looking at two existing
wells.

Dunkirk Well No. 3 was
drilled in 1981 and has
been out of service since
2002. Its current pump is
capable of 150 gallons per
minute.

Dunkirk Well No. 2 has
been out of service since
2014 and was producing
61 gallons per minute the
last time it was tested.

See Dunkirk page 5

Commissioners mull
future of Rescue 19

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
County officials are con-
sidering whether it may be
time to end a local volun-
teer emergency service.
Jay County Commis-
sioners discussed the via-
bility of Rescue 19 during
their meeting Monday.
They also asked Jay
County Development Cor-
poration executive direc-
tor Travis Richards to
share more details of his
organization’s financial
records, with Richards
noting he would need to
seek board approval for
the matter.
Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker brought
up Rescue 19 during a
briefing on upcoming
emergency service train-
ings with Jay County
Emergency Management

Deaths

Agency director Samantha
Rhodehamel.

In recent years,
explained Rhodehamel,
there have been difficul-
ties with getting volun-
teers to do regular train-
ing courses. Currently, the
service has 10 members on
the roster, about half of
whom are active.

Timing is another issue.
Rescue 19 vehicles are kept
at the annex building near
Jay County Sheriff’s
Office, meaning if volun-
teer responders live out-
side of Portland, they
must travel into the city
before responding to a call
with a Rescue 19 truck.

“The biggest issue we
have is during the day-
time,” said Rhodehamel.
“We do have people
responding, but they’re in
their personal vehicles,

and it doesn’t necessarily
do a lot of good when they
get there if they don’t have
a truck with tools to do
anything.”

Often, Rescue 19 respon-
ders will help with traffic
control, she added.

Aker pointed out that
without regular training,
volunteers can become a
liability for the county.
The same goes for tools
that haven’t been used in
months. A firefighter at
Portland Fire Department,
AKker noted in the past Res-
cue 19 has been helpful to
other fire departments
across Jay County.

“But here lately, I know
at Portland we’re manned
24/17, and there’s been mul-
tiple times that, you know,
we’re responding,” he
said.

See Mull page 5
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Explosion injures
An explosion Monday afternoon blew out the ground floor of
the Sandman Signature Hotel in downtown Fort Worth, Texas. The toll

of the injured remained at 21, one of whom was critically injured and
four seriously. The others suffered minor injuries.

In review

Coming up
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Dixie Mann, 83, Geneva

Angela Imel, 55, St. Henry,
Ohio

Daniel Schwartz, 81, rural
Bryant

Details on page 2.

perature of 37 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 32.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low of 30 with a slight chance
of snow after midnight and
winds gusting to 30 miles per
hour. Windy conditions will
continue Thursday with a
high in the mid 30s. See page 2
for an extended outlook.

The Commercial Review is
looking for a new Family
page columnist or columnists
to replace Diana DolecKki,
who stepped away at the close
of 2023. Interested, write a
column — 400 to 700 words —
and email to
r.cooney@thecr.com.

Thursday — Results from
the FRHS girls basketball
game against Ansonia.

Friday — Coverage of this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.
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CR almanac

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
1/11 1/12 1/13 1/14 1/15
37/27 | 38/22 | 27/6 19/2 10/-3
Thursday’s There’s a Saturday’s Another Monday’s
forecast 90% chance of | forecast shows | chance of | forecast
shows a | rain and snow |a 50% chance | snow Sunday. | shows a
chance of | on Friday under | of more snow | At night, the | slight chance
snow in the | mostly cloudy | in the morning. | low tempera- | of snow. Oth-
morning and a | skies. ture may be | erwise, most-
chance of rain below  five | ly cloudy.
at night. degrees.

Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
7-17-28-40-45
Power Ball: 2
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $60
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$165 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-7-3
Daily Four: 8-3-4-8
Quick Draw: 3-5-7-12-
16-19-20-21-24-27-30-32-37-

Daily Four: 0-4-6-5

Quick Draw: 8-10-14-
17-25-28-30-32-35-38-44-48-
51-56-58-59-60-63-51-56-58-
59-60-63-71-76

Cash 5: 5-19-26-33-39

Estimated jackpot:
$105,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-8-2
Pick 4: 9-9-6-2
Pick 5: 9-0-8-0-1
Evening
Pick 3: 9-7-0
Pick 4: 6-1-4-6
Pick 5: 2-6-7-0-1
Rolling Cash: 6-8-25-34-

40-43-45-54-61-62-70 39
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 0-4-4 $110,000
Cooper Farms Feb. beans .............. 12.31
Fort Recovery Wheat ......cccoeveenens 5.70
(076) 1 1 FERSURURR 4.59
Feb. corn.................. 459 ADM .
Wheat ..oovevevereeenn. 5.28 Montpelier
gotl;n .......................... 4.35
: He eb. Corn ......ccceueeeen. 4.39
EOOE;I;anlorefmmg Beans......ccoouunnnns 12.19
Corn 457 Fe}li. beans ... 12,22
Feb. corn.................. 4.57 Wheat ..o 563
March corn.............. 459 Heartland
The Andersons  Cuthony s
Richland Township  Feb.corn................. 4.50
(076) 1 1 EENSUTUTRRTTR 445 BeanS.......coeeen.... 11.98
Feb. corn................... 4.45 Feb. beans .............. 12.01
Beans......ccccouuvenne.e. 12.31 Wheat .....ccceeeunenneee. 5.25

Obituaries

Dixie Mann
Dec. 16, 1940-Jan. 4, 2024

Dixie J. Mann, 83, of Geneva,
Indiana, passed away on Thursday,
Jan. 4, 2024, at 7:28 p.m. at Envive
of Berne, Indiana.

She was born on Dec. 16, 1940, in
Huntington, Indiana, to William
and Alice (Philley) Lafferty.

Dixie attended St. Mary’s
Parochial School and graduated
from Huntington High School in
1958. She chose a
career in business
and was employed as
a corporate execu-
tive secretary with
Memcor/LTV Elec-
trosystems of Hunt-
ington, Indiana, and
Magnavox G&I Divi-
sion, Fort Wayne,
Indiana. Her busi-
ness career led to diverse experi-
ence in public relations, marketing
and sales. Dixie’s artistic interest
expressed through self-employ-
ment as an independent skincare
and cosmetic consultant/manager
over 30 years with two corpora-
tions, Finelle Cosmetics and Jeu-
nique International.

On Nov. 28, 1970, she married the
love of her life, John L. Mann, in
Fort Wayne. Together, the two of
them shared a lifetime of love and
memories.

In 1975, Dixie, her husband and
sons moved to Portland, Indiana,
where she resumed her business
interests as a freelance reporter
and director of public relations
and marketing for Citizens Bank &
Travel of Portland. She was a 10-
year member of Portland Beta
Theta Chapter, Tri-Kappa Sorority,
and served as recording secretary
and president of the chapter.

In 2000, a move to Geneva, Indi-
ana, provided her opportunities in
business and helping others,
becoming a real estate sales asso-
ciate with Mann Realty. She joined

Geneva Proud with her husband
John and served on the board of
directors and second president of
the renewed Geneva Chamber of
Commerce. As a member of Gene-
va Proud, she authored a new
guest column for Geneva in local
newspapers. She designed Geneva
Notes, which led to a page dedicat-
ed by a county paper as Geneva
Today. Dixie’s interest in art and
photography provided nature pho-
tos for her beloved family, friends,
and local papers over the years.
She was a supporting member of
Friends of the Limberlost and
Arts Place. She was a member of
First Missionary Church in Berne
and enjoyed sharing faith stories
with family and friends. Dixie
became a member of
Wired4Life.com in 2005 as a guest
columnist for the new website
newsletter designed for women
members who had received
implanted cardiac devices.

Dixie enjoyed mnature and
wildlife photography, interior
design, sharing inspirational

emails with shut-ins and friends,
landscape gardening and caring
for pets. Her love of nature’s
wildlife was of great enjoyment in
arural country setting of Geneva’s
Limberlost area, south Adams
County, where she called home.

Loving survivors include her
husband, John L. Mann, of Gene-
va, Indiana; sons Richard M.
Mann, Jeffersonville, Ohio, and
Justin L. Mann, of Worthington,
Indiana; sister Marilyn (Larry)
Shellenbarger, of Huntington,
Indiana; and grandchildren Austin
Mann, of Sabina, Ohio, and
Kaleigh and Kiera Mann both of
Worthington, Indiana.

Family and friends may gather
to share and remember at Downing
& Glancy Funeral Home, located at
100 N. Washington St., Geneva,
from 2 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 12,
2024. A service to celebrate Dixie’s

Strong ...

life will follow at 6 p.m. with Pastor
Rick Schwartz officiating. Inurn-
ment will take place at a later date
in Riverside Cemetery, Geneva.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home, Geneva.

Angela Imel
Aug. 5, 1968-Jan. 5, 2024

Angela M. Imel, age 55, of St.
Henry, Ohio, died Friday, Jan. 5,
2024, at Hospice of Central Ohio in
Columbus.

She was born Aug. 5, 1968, in
Niceville, Florida, to Larry and Pat
(Romer) Balster. On April 12, 1997,
she married Mark Imel. Angela’s
parents and husband all reside in
St. Henry.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
be held 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 13,
2024, at St. Henry Church in St.
Henry. Following the funeral mass,
burial will take place in St. Henry
Cemetery. Friends may call from 4
to 8 pm on Friday, Jan. 12, and 9 to
10 a.m. Saturday at the Hogenkamp
Funeral Home in St. Henry.

Memorials may be made to assist
children in need in the Dayton
Public Schools or to The Cancer
Association of Mercer County in
Celina, Ohio.

Condolences for the family may
be expressed at hogenkampfh.com.

Daniel H. Schwartz, rural Bryant,
April 14, 1942-Jan. 9, 2024. Services
will be at 9 a.m. Friday at the D.L.
Schwartz residence, 6836 E. 900
North, Bryant.

The Commercial Review publish-
es death notices for those with a con-
nection to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Thharte yow/

Today in history

In 1776, Thomas
Paine published the 50-
page pamphlet “Com-
mon Sense.” It called
for a war of independ-
ence from Great
Britain and sold more
than 500,000 copies
within a few months.

In 1861, Florida
seceded from the Unit-
ed States during a con-
vention in Tallahassee.
During the following
month, it was one of
six states to form the
Confederate States of
America.

In 1901, the first
major Texas oil field
was discovered near
Beaumont.

In 1920, The League
of Nations was estab-
lished in Geneva,
Switzerland. Created
after World War I to
solve international dis-
putes, it later dissolved
in 1946 and was
replaced with the Unit-
ed Nations. The United
States never joined the
League of Nations.

In 1945,
singer/songwriter Rod
Stewart was born in
London. He released
his first solo album in
1969, with two songs,
including “Maggie
May” reaching No. 1.
Rolling Stone named
him “rock star of the
year.”

In 1946, the general
assembly of the United
Nations met for the
first time in London.
The organization was
developed following
World War II in an

effort to “save succeed-
ing generations from
the scourge of war”
among other goals.

In 1946, NASA
detected radar signals
bouncing off the moon
for the first time.

In 1949, Dboxer
George Foreman was
born in Marshall,
Texas. He is a two-time
boxing world heavy-
weight champion. He
won his second title in
1994 at the age of 45,
making him the oldest
world champion in his-
tory.

In 1972, local farm-
ers met in the fourth of
a series of luncheons to
discuss Jay County’s
crop crisis. John Jaqua
Sr.,, who organized the
meeting, said cash
receipts from soybeans
were expected to be
70% of normal and
from corn 75% of nor-
mal.

In 1984, after a
break of more than 100
years, diplomatic rela-
tions were established
between the United
States and the Vatican.

In 2020, the Jay
County High School
girls swim team lost
the Jay County Invita-
tional by a single point
to New Bremen.
Juniors Ashlyn Dow
and Eliza Bader picked
up the wins for the
Patriots, with the for-
mer taking the 100-yard
breaststroke and
the latter the 100 but-
terfly.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today
6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,

courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Monday

7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Franklin
St.

Continued from page 1

In other business dur-
ing the school board meet-
ing, board members:

*Re-elected Laux as pres-
ident, Geesaman as vice
president and Ford as sec-
retary.

SERVICES

Wednesday
Velasco, Tammy: 10:30 a.m.,,
First Mennonite Church, 566 W.
Main St., Berne.
Heniser, Vecil: 2 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Friday

Schwartz, Daniel: 9 am,
D.L. Schwartz residence, 6836 E.
900 North, Bryant.

Daniels, Freda: 2 pm,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Mann, Dixie: 6 p.m., Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Saturday
Imel, Angela: 10:30 a.m., St.
Henry Catholic Church, 272 E.
Main St., St. Henry, Ohio..

Sunday
Williams, Helen: 4 p.m,,
New Life Ministries, 415 S. Helen
St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

«Heard Gulley appoint
Reitz, Geesaman and Chip
Phillips to the board’s
insurance committee; and
Laux appoint himself,
Geesaman and Ford to the
negotiations committee
and Reitz as the board's
legislative delegate.

«Heard Rob Weaver of
WPGW radio thank the
school corporation for
hosting events such as
the Indiana High School
Wrestling Coaches Asso-
ciation Class 2A team
state finals and Jay Coun-
ty Invitational swim meet
that were held Saturday.
He noted that large
events serve as an eco-
nomic driver for the
county.

«Appointed the follow-
ing: Josh Atkinson of

Coldren, Frantz &
Sprunger and Amy
Matthews of Church,

church, Hittle & Antrim
as legal counsel; Shannon
Current as treasurer and
Irene Taylor as deputy
treasurer; Trent Paxson,
Current and Taylor as
authorized users of the
safe deposit box; Current
and Taylor as small
claims court representa-
tives.

Were reminded to fill
out and sign conflict of
interest statements.

In other business dur-
ing the board of finance
meeting, board members:

«Elected Laux and Ford
as president and secre-
tary, respectively.

«Approved First Bank
of Berne and First Mer-
chants Bank as deposito-
ries.

plumbing,

retirement plan participation.

Swiss Village

NOW SEEKING: SKILLED TRADES
MAINTENANCE WORKER

The Skilled Trades Maintenance Worker will be responsible for
painting throughout the Swiss Village community, as well as
installation, operation, and upkeep of equipment and systems. This
position will be 40 hours/week, Monday — Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm
with rotating on-call requirements. Qualified candidates must have
painting experience. Preferred candidates will also have electrical,
carpentry, OR remodeling experience.
candidates with good work habits, the ability to efficiently use
materials and equipment, and committed to following policies and
procedures. This position is eligible for benefits including health,
dental, vision, and life insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b)

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume
to:
Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR
Swiss Village, Inc.
1350 W. Main St.,Berne, IN 46711
careers@swissvillage.org

Seeking

The family of the late

Harry Long
Wish to express their deep appreciation and thanks to
all those who have offered support, memorial
gifts, flowers, acts of kindness, prayers,
and messages of sympathy and comfort
during our time of bereavement.

The Graphic Printing Company

The Commercial Review
309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141

Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 am -4 pm
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Community champions

Jayland Partners recently recognized Cindy Denney (left) and Heidi Bowman with the
Larry Grier Community Champion Award. This annual award recognizes community members who
value the interest of people with disabilities by promoting community access and inclusion.
Pictured are Denney and Bowman at the Jayland Partners 2023 Jingle & Mingle Christmas Party.

Red Cross has
blood shortage

The American Red
Cross is in an emergency
blood shortage.

In response, the Red
Cross and the National
Football League are part-
nering on a program to
encourage donations.
Those who donate blood in
January will be entered
for a chance to win a trip
for two to the Super Bowl
in Las Vegas.

Blood drives scheduled
this month include:

«Randolph County — 1
to 7 p.m. Jan. 31 at Farm-
land Friends Church, 8311
W. Indiana 32, Farmland

+Adams County — 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. Jan. 14 at St.
Mary Catholic Church,
414 Madison St., Decatur;
and 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 22 at Riverside Cen-
ter, 231 E. Monroe St.,
Decatur

«Delaware County
noon to 4:30 p.m. Jan. 28 at
Riverview Church of the
Nazarene, 2600 E. Willard
St., Muncie; and 9 a.m. to 2

Taking
Note

p.m. Jan. 31 at Delta High
School, 3400 E. Indiana 28,
Muncie

*Wells County — 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Jan. 15 at First
Presbyterian Church, 215
E. Dustman Road, Bluffton

Senior Honors

Jay County Junior-
Senior High School’s
annual senior honors
night will be held at 7:00
p.m. April 29.

If you’re interested in
adding a scholarship or
award for the Class of
2024, please contact the
guidance office Jay Coun-
ty Junior-Senior High
School or stop by the
school to pick up forms,
which are due Feb. 5.

Sudden retirement shakes up marriage

DEAR ABBY: With no discus-
sion, my husband decided to
retire two years ago. He said he
would just take Social Security
and we’d be fine. He failed to
take into account that he was
underage for Medicare, and all
of his dental and medical bills
would become my responsibility
since I'm still working. Luckily,
I convinced him to leave SS
alone, and to roll his 401(k) into
an IRA.

There have been bumps. He
spent several months sitting all
day long unless I asked him to
do something specific. I finally
put my foot down, and he’s now

responsible for evening meals,
cleanup and laundry. Unfortu-
nately, he does little beyond that.
Most of our conversations begin
with, “I watched a video today

Abby, I have been working
since I was 13, and I'm tired of

working, too. I find myself
angry and jealous of my hus-
band’s laziness. I have started
eating and drinking more than I
used to, and we have no sex life.
I have no energy to garden, go
out after work or do anything on
the weekends.

Any ideas about how to rid
myself of the jealousy? I think
if I could do that, I'd start to feel
better about the rest. — WORK-
ING GIRL IN TEXAS

DEAR WORKING GIRL:
Although you identify your
problem as “jealousy,” I'm
not sure that’s what I'd call
it. Some classic symptoms of

depression are ones that you
listed in your letter
exhaustion, losing interest in
things you used to enjoy, lack
of energy, overeating, drink-
ing, etc.

It’s time to consult your
doctor about these symp-
toms, as well as the fact that
you have now been forced to
carry more responsibility in
your marriage. You may need
counseling or medication,
and your doctor can refer you
to someone who can provide
them.

It also wouldn’t hurt to
encourage your husband to

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-

ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 5:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of each
month in the boardroom
at Arts Place, 131 E. Wal-
nut St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate

Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

7111312]|5(9]8|6(4
415[8]6[1]|7]13]9]2
912|6]418]3]7]5]1
519(2]18|3|6]4|1|7
6[3[1]17[4[2]5[8]9
814]17]15]9]1]6]2]3
116[4]19]|7(8]2]|3(5
217]19]3]|6]|5]1]4]8
3[8|5]1]2]|4]9]|7]|6

call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

GRIEF SHARE
Meets from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Thursdays
from Jan. 4 to March 28 at
Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High
St., Portland. Grief Share
is a weekly grief support
group for those needing
to find hope and healing
after the death of a loved
one. To register, call (260)
726-8832 or email zion-
lutheranportland@gmail
.com.

INDIANA UNIVERSI-
TY HEALTH JAY HOSPI-
TAL OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference
Room B. The group is for
ostomy and intestinal
diversion patients and
their friends and family
to offer mutual support

and learn about the latest
products and informa-
tion.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month at Jay
Community Center.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

You CAN Cancel
Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.877.329:1207

Financial Group, LLC [*"WEG"}-and/ar Its affilia s, SUcEEss 0l
nd does not engagein the practice of law-or provide legal a

s
not lawyers and)s
representation. Actual r.

s depend on each client's distinct case and fio specific outcome is guaranteed.

get out of the house and exer-
cise his brain and talents by
volunteering in the commu-
nity. If nothing else, it would
enable him to bring more
interesting dialogue into
your conversations. Exposure
to people with other interests
and opinions could stimulate
him, and you.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Consumer Cellular

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN

ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

899-572-

2163

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.
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1/2-page B&W - $325

Our brides special section will be distributed in
mercial Review (Portland), The News-Gazette (Winchester),
es (Hartford City) and The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

1/4-page color - $275
1/4-pageB&W-$225  °
Big business card (3x3.5) - $10¢§

Business card (2x2) - $52

Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com or

(260) 726-8141

Deadline for ads
isJanuary 17

Space for color ads is limited and
will be on a first-come, first-serve basis.
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A better 2024
starts with you

The News Courier
(Athens, Ala.)
Tribune News Service

We’'ve been through a lot
together since the turn of the
decade.

The pandemic. Political
upheaval. Inflation. Climate
change. Mass shootings. Cul-
ture wars. War in the Middle
East.

Wouldn't it be great if 2024
offered a respite?

Let’s just imagine for a
minute that the world were at
peace.

That vicious political attacks
turned to polite political dis-
course.

That everyone started talk-
ing things out rather than
pulling guns.

Pie in the sky stuff, huh?

Well, here in Limestone
County, in our little corner of
the world, we can’t control
what happens in Ukraine, in
the Gaza Strip, in Washington,
D.C., or even in Alabama.

But we can do something
that we are naturally good at —
mind our own homes.

That’s where it all starts,
right?

If we look out for one anoth-
er, really care about one anoth-
er, 2024 can be a better year.

Whether it’s a blood relative,
a close friend, a colleague or a
neighbor, providing a Kkind
word and, when needed, a hand
up will not only help them but
also make you feel better about
yourself.

Paying it forward with kind-

Guest
Editorial

ness will put you at peace and
put a spring in your step,
which is something all of us
could use going into the new
year.

Here are 12 ways, among the
thousands, to make someone’s
day. Most cost little or nothing,
and most don’t take long.

«Give a smile

«Send a thank you email

«Call to see how they’re
doing

«Cook a meal

*Tell a good joke

+Give a special book

«Offer praise in public

«Listen, really listen

«Spend time with them

*Tell them you’re proud of
them

«Share a care package

«Share your successes

You can come up with a lot of
other ways to brighten the day
for others and for yourself.

While this approach won’t
lead to a cease fire or induce
Washington politicians to play
nicely, you’ll be adding a little
bit of peace and kindness in a
world that could use all the
good stuff it can get.

And, as we try to put the past
few difficult years behind us, a
little bit of Kkindness can
indeed go a long way.

McGalliard addresses
question from meeting

To the editor:

I would like to clarify some-
thing that appeared in your news-
paper.

The Jay County Development
Corporation recently had a meet-
ing that I did not attend. My
board appointment with this cor-
poration ended on Dec. 31.

Commissioner Chad Aker con-
veyed to me that he was planning
on attending this meeting.

Yes, I know this was a public
meeting. The issue is that there
are ongoing contract negotiations
with this organization. Contract
discussions were on the agenda.

If two commissioners are in
the same meeting, that consti-
tutes a quorum. Anything that we
would have agreed to at that meet-
ing could possibly be legally bind-
ing.

Our county attorney has

Letters to
the Editor

advised us numerous times to
avoid this kind of situation.
Being involved with contract dis-
cussions without the third com-
missioner or our county attorney
present would have been a very
bad decision on my part.

I think that it is only right for
you to publish my response in
your newspaper so that your
readers will have a better under-
standing of these issues.

Best regards,

Brian R. McGalliard

Jay County Commissioner
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ALLEGATIONS
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Identify sources of happiness

By CASSIE HOLMES
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

We tend to look to the new year
as a new beginning, as an oppor-
tunity for a fresh start. Aspiring
for something different, some-
thing better, we devise resolu-
tions in hopes of making our-
selves healthier, more productive,
more successful ... but really, the
end goal is to be happier: to feel
satisfied rather than wanting at
this same time next year.

We seek ingredients for this
new and better life from maga-
zine headlines and “how to”
experts promising that a new
year might indeed transform
each of us into a “new you.” How-
ever, nobody needs outside guid-
ance or expertise to identify their
sources of satisfaction. We don’t
have to search for something new
and different. The best indicator
of what will make us happy is
what has made us happy:

I teach a course to UCLA grad-
uate business students and execu-
tives called Applying the Science
of Happiness to Life Design. The
objective of the 10-week elective
is straightforward: to guide stu-
dents toward enjoying greater
satisfaction in their days, careers
and lives overall. I introduce
them to a multitude of findings
from academic research across
the fields of psychology and
behavioral decision-making, but
the students’ most important les-
sons come from the assignments
that push them to reflect on their
OWn experiences.

One of these assignments is
remarkably simple. It takes only a
few minutes, and you could do it
right now. Reflecting over your
past year, what were the times
when you felt the greatest joy?
Think about it for a moment, and

Cassie
Holmes

jot down the five activities from
the past 12 months that you expe-
rienced as happiest. It is these
activities that made you feel
happy before that hold the great-
est promise to make you feel
happy in the future.

Notice, this is different from
me asking you about what activi-
ties in general make you happi-
est. That question is unhelpfully
vague and potentially daunting.
Without the defined time frame
of the past 12 months, it leads to
answers based on abstract beliefs,
rather than your actual experi-
ences, which can prove mislead-
ing in pursuing happiness.

If you’re nervous about the
accuracy of your recall of the
past dozen months or you're
someone who gains confidence
from data, you could also do the
time-tracking assignment. Over
the course of a week, for each
half-hour you're awake, write
down what activity you did and
how you felt on a 10-point scale.
For these ratings, reflect honestly
on how satisfied and fulfilled you
felt coming out of that activity.
Though it may seem tedious to
track your time for a whole week,
looking back across your num-
bers to identify your emotional
high points can be surprisingly
illuminating.

You're likely to notice which
modes of socializing feel most
meaningful for you. You’ll see
which work activities or tasks are

the most rewarding. Even though
you might have thought of
evening TV watching as a prize
and you have dreaded exercise,
your data could very well reveal
your couch time as meh and exer-
cise as energizing or even fun,
especially when done in a partic-
ular setting or with a particular
workout buddy.

These assignments are more
useful than broad “top New
Year’s resolution tips” drawn
from the experiences of swaths
of people, many of whose cir-
cumstances and preferences are
quite different from yours. Your
own prior experiences offer far
more information and precise
guidance about what will make
you happy going forward.

A similar strategy can guide
your approach not only to the
year ahead but for many years to
come. To find what is likely to
produce lasting happiness in
your life, you could ask someone
who is closer to the end of theirs
to look back. Yet another assign-
ment I give my students is to ask
an elder who has lived a good life
— someone who is happy and
views their past with satisfaction
instead of regret — to reflect on
their sources of pride. Ask an
elder you admire what brought
them the greatest joy over the
years. Their past experiences,
much like your own, can inform
your future decisions.

Take a look back to identify
your sources of happiness, and
resolve for these next 12 months
to protect time for them amid the
busyness of life.

Holmes is a professor of market-
ing and behavioral decision-mak-
ing at UCLA’s Anderson School of
Management.

Through the ice, the job got done

Editor’s note: This col-
umn is being reprinted
from Jan. 12, 2005. The ice
storm is one of those events
those who went through it
will never forget. It also dis-
played Jack’s dedication to
getting the news out to our
readers, whatever it took.
That’s an attitude we plan
to carry forward as we con-
tinue to serve readers in all
of our communities.

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

What does the boss do
when his employees look
at him as if he has lost his
mind?

That’s the question I was
faced with Thursday
morning, standing in the
dark and chilling offices of
the newspaper in Port-
land. At that early hour,
only a handful of employ-
ees had made it in.

But it was a pretty
remarkable handful.
Pressman Brian Dodd had
driven all the way from

Back
Saddle

Daleville because we had
been scheduled to unload a
truck of newsprint that
morning. He didn’t see a
single electric light burn-
ing during the whole drive
to work. Classified adver-
tising representative
Helen Rouch was there,
even though there was no
way to take a classified ad;
instead, she showed up
with a pot of coffee, thanks
to a generator at home.

Huddled together in the
dark, they looked more
than skeptical when I
started talking about get-
ting the paper out.

No power. No hope for
power soon. Their look

told me they thought I
needed to get a better grip
on reality.

But then a few pieces of
the puzzle fell into place.

First, I used my wife’s
cell phone to try to find an
operating printing press.
Our usual back-up is Win-
chester; we printed their
paper a few months back
when they had press prob-
lems. But they had no
power either.

The next call was to my
old friend Frank Snyder in
Celina. His father, Parker,
and my dad had been
cronies; and Frank and I
have known each other
since childhood.

The huddled group was
only slightly less dubious
when I returned to say I'd
found a press.

Earlier, I'd gone looking
for a generator. But Mayor
Bruce Hosier told me he
thought that Community
Home Improvement had
sold its last one Wednes-

day afternoon and was
awaiting a new shipment.

I decided to take a leap.
Nothing ventured. Noth-
ing gained.

Walking into Mayor
Hosier’s morning meeting
with his department
heads, I asked if there was
some space in one of the
city’s generator-powered
buildings where we could
set up an emergency news-
room on a temporary
basis. The hands of more
than one department head
shot up, ready to help.

At the urging of Police
Chief Bob Sours, we soon
took over a conference
room on the second floor
of city hall.

With local electricity
and a place to print, the
employee skepticism evap-
orated. Suddenly, it was all
systems go, although
everyone had to discover
new roles and new ways of
getting the job done.

People whose regular

jobs had been upended and
interrupted by the power
outage grabbed new
chores and offered to help.
Commercial printing man-
ager Carl Ronald soon
found that his new job was
as technical support for
the temporary newsroom.
Sports editor Ray Cooney,
with no sports to report
on, was suddenly a photog-
rapher and photo editor.

It was a clumsy process.
With just two computers in
place that first day, people
stood in line to write, then
stood in line to edit, then
stood in line to work with
photographs and build
pages.

But we got out an abbre-
viated four page edition
and soon were flying to
Celina.

There, Frank’s staff
greeted us like family,
doing everything possible
to get the paper printed
and in the van headed
back to Portland.

It was only slightly easi-
er Friday, when three
more laptops eased the
computer crunch but the
generator at city hall
began to overheat. During
one two-hour period, the
news staff was only able
to work about 20 minutes,
and that came in chunks
of three or four minutes at
a time.

Managing editor Bar-
bara Wilkinson, news edi-
tor Mike Snyder, sports
editor Ray Cooney and
reporters Jennifer Tarter
and Rachelle Haughn did
a whale of a job.

Was it perfect? Of
course not. And there were
still enormous hurdles
involved in getting the
papers delivered. Some
folks didn’t see the Thurs-
day edition until days later
because of downed trees
and blocked roads.

But the important thing,
it seems to me, is that the
job got done.
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Dunkirk ...

Continued from page 1

Hill suggested flow test-
ing and video inspecting
each of those wells to
determine if they would
be worth bringing back
into use in order to pro-
vide the city some addi-
tional water capacity.
While he acknowledged
that the two wells com-
bined would likely not get
the city to where it would
like to be — water super-
intendent Brock Farmer
said he’d like to see an
additional 300 gallons per
minute — it might be the
most cost-affective option
in the short term.

“It’s worth looking at,”
he said.

“We need to really be
looking, if we’re going to
have housing and maybe
another business, we real-
ly need another well,”
said Robbins. “I think
these tests we need to do.”

City council members
Jesse Bivens, Christy
Curts, Dan  Watson,
Donna Revolt and Randy
Murphy  unanimously
approved the flow testing
and video inspecting at a
cost of $5,150 for each
well.

Hill noted that if the

them in order to avoid
potential contamination.

In related business,
council members
approved payment of
$12,826 to Peerless Mid-
west for the replacement
of a pump on Dunkirk
Well No. 6. It also approved
the purchase of a new data
collector — it is used to
read water meters — at a
cost of $11,600. (The previ-
ous data collector, which
was from 2010, was no
longer working and the
city was borrowing one
from Albany in the inter-
im.)

Also Monday, council
members awarded a
paving project that will be
mostly funded through an
Indiana Department of
Transportation Communi-
ty Crossings grant to
Brooks Construction of
Fort Wayne. Brooks was
the lowest of four bidders
for the work at $116,039.

In November, Dunkirk
was awarded a $132,093.75
Community Crossings
grant to go toward paving
the streets in Quincy Place
Hart Drive, Merry
Court and Shrack Lane —
as well as Washington
Street from the railroad
tracks west to Indiana

the work, for which bids
came in lower than expect-
ed, will be about $29,000.

In other business, coun-
cil:

Heard Robbins wel-
come new council mem-
bers Watson, Revolt and

Murphy.
*Re-elected Bivens as
president for 2024.

*Briefly discussed an
ordinance that would
require utility firms mak-
ing cuts in streets to
repave if there are three
or more cuts within a sin-
gle block. Bivens brought
up the ordinance, follow-
ing up on the topic from
last year. Using a similar
document from Muncie as
a guide, city attorney Wes
Schemenaur said he
would draw up an ordi-
nance and have it avail-
able at the next council
meeting.

Heard from Robbins
that the former Glass Cap-
ital Grill on Commerce
Street has been purchased
by Firehouse BBQ & Blues
of Richmond. He said the
new owners have begun
the process of seeking the
necessary permits but are
probably several months
away from opening in the
Dunkirk location.

bringing back the system
of having council mem-
bers serve as liaisons with
city departments. He
assigned Bivens to the
water department, Curts
to the fire department,
Watson to the wastewater
department, Revolt to the
parks department and
Murphy to the street
department. The mayor
will work with the police
department. Robbins also
appointed Afton Ridgway
to the city’s park board to
replace Kenci Grayson
and named Kodi Mum-
bower as zoning adminis-
trator to replace Al Curts.

«Approved the follow-
ing: a $500 sponsorship for
Dunkirk Community Food
Pantry and a $200 sponsor-
ship for West Jay Commu-
nity Center; the closure of
Commerce Street between
Main and Indiana streets
on Aug. 17 for the Glass
Days festival; a request to
vacate the alley to the west
of Mt. Tabor Community
Church, 216 W. Pleasant
St.; and payment of claims
totaling $904,756.86.

*OK’d water bill adjust-
ments of $339.30 for 335
Lincoln Ave., $152.95 for
711 S. Franklin St. and

Capsule

Reports

New members

Fort Recovery School
Board swore in its newly
elected members Monday.

President Don Wendel
returned for another
term, along with Greg
LeFevre, who previously
served from 2016 through
2019. Also joining the
school board is new mem-
ber Mitch Fullenkamp.

In other Dbusiness,
school board

«Elected Sean Kahlig as
vice president.

*Accepted assistant
cook Norma Pottkotter’s
resignation effective at
the end of the school year.
Pottkotter has worked for
the district for 17 years.

«Approved athletic con-
tracts with girls softball
assistant coach Lauren
Day and track assistant
coaches Shane Stein and
Matthew Kuess for the
2023-24 school year

«OK’d hiring high
school softball assistant
coaches Abbie Monnin,
Ryan Thien and Renee
Evers as volunteer coach-
es for the 2023-24 school
year

Turning accident
Damage is estimated

man turned in front of
oncoming traffic on Indi-
ana 67, causing a colli-
sion about 7:56 a.m. Fri-
day.

Andrew W. Mundt-
Davis, 38, was driving his
2002 Toyota Camry and
leaving the Jay County
Junior-Senior High
School parking lot. He
told police a school bus in
the turn lane blocked his
view, and he wasn’t able
to see the southbound
2014 Toyota Tundra driv-
en by 29-year-old Taylor
G. Hatzell of Dunkirk
headed in his direction.
He turned onto the high-
way, causing both vehi-
cles to collide.

Mundt-Davis’ vehicle
was towed because of
bumper damage. No
injuries were reported.

Backing accident

A Portland man backed
into a gas pump at Village
Pantry about 10:30 a.m.
Sunday.

Jesus Rosas, 33, was
backing up a 2010 Ford
Escape in the parking lot
when he crashed into the
pump at 704 N. Meridian
St., Portland.

Damage is estimated

wells are not viable, he
would suggest capping

Continued from page 1

“They’ll get paged once, they’ll
get paged a second time, we get no
response, and we go.”

Likewise, the equipment Res-
cue 19 specialized in, such as tools
to extricate individuals from
vehicles, are now more readily
available.

“All the departments now have
the equipment. I think we’re
almost to the point, I hate to say
this, but (Rescue) 19 may not be
needed at this point,” said Aker.

According to Jim Bruner, a
now-retired founding member of
the volunteer service, Rescue 19
has been in action since 1965.

Rhodehamel noted she doesn’t
want to lose all the volunteers,
pointing out they are helpful to
her department for weather
emergencies and other events.
She added that she worries about
potential liabilities with Rescue
19.

Commissioners took no action
on the matter Monday.

Also, commissioners asked for
a more detailed look into all Jay
County Development Corpora-
tion’s financial information, such
as a day-by-day list of checks sent
out.

AKker explained on behalf of
commissioners he asked for a
compilation of bank statements,
CD balances, monthly claims, the
balance of all checking and sav-
ing accounts and other informa-
tion. In response, he noted, JCDC
asked him to attend its meeting
last week.

“I reluctantly attended the
meeting, and as I expected, it was
pretty much 31-1,” he said, point-
ing to his concerns with financial
oversight and balances not lining
up with those posted on the state
website. “I was then told by a lot
of the JCDC board members that
you need to stop micromanaging,

Street. The city’s match for

you need to concentrate on com-
missioner business, and JCDC is
not-for-profit organization, and
they don’t have to disclose the
info.”

He expressed concern with the
board not looking more closely at
claims and other financial infor-
mation, and he pointed out JCDC
is funded largely by the county
through economic development
income tax (EDIT) dollars.

Richards said he’s sent the
commissioners balances and a
presentation document, asking if
there’s more beyond bank state-
ments they would like to see.
Aker asked for a list of claims,
such as information provided to
commissioners monthly from Jay
County Solid Waste District. He
asked for information dating
back at six months or a full year.

Commissioner Rex Journay
also voiced his desire to see the
information, noting he would
show Richards the document Jay
County Solid Waste District pro-
vides monthly.

“It’s going to be a board deci-
sion whether or not we all look at
every individual bill and check
because that will take a signifi-
cant amount of time for the staff
to prepare all that,” said
Richards. “That is not something
that I can stand here and tell you,
‘Yep, I'm going to do it,” or ‘Nope,
I'm not.”

He also pointed to differences
between public agencies and non-
profit organizations, while
acknowledging that JCDC is sig-
nificantly funded via EDIT dol-
lars.

Richards and Jay County
Chamber of Commerce director
Tabby Sprunger asked commis-
sioners to provide cost estimates
or other figures for the county’s
development of its 68 acres,
which commissioners marked as

Learned Robbins is

the county’s priority for the
Regional Economic Acceleration
and Development Initiative
(READI) 2.0 program. McGalliard
noted the county should be
receiving details from engineer-
ing firm RQAW this week.

Commissioners also OK’d Jay
County highway superintendent
Eric Butcher to propose two
options for the next round of
Community Crossings grants
offered through Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation, which
are due before the end of the
month.

Butcher proposed replacing
Seventh Street bridge over the
Salamonie River between Blaine
Pike and Meridian Street, but he
explained an adjoining property
owner has refused granting right-
of-way access for the project. He
suggested looking into a “plan B,”
such as reconstructing about five
miles of road along portions of
county roads 100 South, 150 South
and Knox Road. West of Indiana
1, the roads are regularly used by
drivers during flood events on the
highway, noted Aker.

In other business, commission-
ers Rex Journay, Chad Aker and
McGalliard:

*Heard from consultant Mike
Kleinpeter about the owner-occu-
pied rehabilitation program, a $1
million project aimed at helping
low-income local residents make
essential repairs to their homes.
Jay County is contributing
$90,000 in American Rescue Plan
Act dollars to the program, which
is mainly funded through Indi-
ana Office of Community and
Rural Affairs. During a public
hearing for the project Monday,
Kleinpeter noted plans to submit
the county’s final application to
OCRA on Jan. 19, with expecta-
tions to hear back by the end of
February. The program could get

| Small Bustness Specfacular]

Take advantage of our special offer and advertise your
Small Business in one or all of our publications!

$59.54 for 357 W. Jay St.
because of water leaks.

between  $5,000

started by early March or early
April.

«Approved changes to the per-
sonnel policy, which include
adding in a workplace relation-
ship disclosure. It states “consen-
sual romantic relationships”
between employees must be dis-
closed to supervisors or the Jay
County auditor “as soon as the
relationship begins” and gives
the county the right to transfer or
reassign employees involved in
such a relationship “to avoid
direct or indirect supervision of
one involved employee over the
other.” Other changes include
adjusting Jay County Highway
Department’s work  hours
commissioners OK’d the
department to close Fridays,
instead working 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
or 7 am. to 5 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays depending
on the season — and compensat-
ing all Jay County Sheriff’s
Office and Jay County Jail
employees for eight hours of hol-
iday pay at their standard hourly
rate on holidays. For the latter, if
employees are required to work
on the designated holiday, they
will be compensated at a rate 1.5
times their standard rate for all
hours worked.

*Tabled a decision on an eco-
nomic development agreement
with Hodson Energy, which is
planning a solar farm on approx-
imately 220 acres in Richland
Township, including the area
around The Andersons grain ele-
vator. Jay County Council recent-
ly approved a 10-year abatement
with the company in exchange
for Hodson Energy to provide
$2.156 million in economic devel-
opment funds to the county over
four years after construction on
the project has been completed.

*OK’d spending $3,387 to pur-
chase hard drive upgrades to Jay

and
$10,000 after a Dunkirk

between  $5,000 and
$10,000.

County Courthouse’s video secu-
rity system. Security officer
Monte Shrack noted plans to
increase one digital video
recorder’s hard drive to 31 ter-
abytes and another digital video
recorder’s hard drive to 32 ter-
abytes. Commissioners also gave
Shrack approval to look into
installing another camera in the
auditorium for security purpos-
€s.

«Approved an update to the fair
housing ordinance, which now
includes language stating it’s
unlawful  “to  discriminate
against any person in the terms,
conditions, or privileges of sale
or rental of a dwelling ... because
of race, color, religion, sex, hand-
icap, familial status or national
origin.”

«Elected Aker as president and
McGalliard as vice president of
commissioners and appointed
Todd Skirvin to replace Adam
Westgerdes on Jay County Plan
Commission.

«Learned from treasurer Paula
Miller the county earned
$629,492.87 in interest on invest-
ments in 2023.

*OK’d Kristie Delaney — she is
taking care of administration
responsibilities for Jay County
Country Living since former
director Melissa Blankley’s for-
mal resignation last month — to
get a bigger dumpster for the
facility. The dumpster is shared
with Jay County Highway
Department. They also approved
Delaney access to use the coun-
ty’s credit card to make purchas-
es for Jay County Country Living
and accepted $3,675.60 in dona-
tions to Jay County Country Liv-
ing.

«Paid a December claim for
$1,023.60 in administration fees
through Indiana Bond Bank for
its fuel budget program.

(30 employees or less)

2-4x4 Ads

In the publication of your choice

*The Gommercial Review $160
*The News-6azetie $ﬂ5
*The News Times $120

§120

18-4x4 Ads
| For Only 5230!
% - 4x4 Ads in The Commercial Review
D - Hx% Ads n The News-Gazebbe
1- T Ad in The News Times
1- x4 Ad tn The News ad Sun

(85% off regular price )

GRAP

PRINTING

NEWSPAPERS
Reaching Jay, Randolph, and Blackford Counties.

*The News and Sun

Gall (260) 726-81%1 or
amail ads@tghecr.com

*Rates do not apply to special sections.
*Ads must run in January
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“l guess I'll hafta wear this stuff

all day at sch
to put on

ool. You forgot
my dress.”

/" HALF THE Y] | IT'S FUN T MEET SOME | |/ How ON THME OTHER HAND,
7 FUN OF SKATING []3| NEAT GIRL, AND MAYBE ABOUT IT HALF THE FUN ISN'T
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A WEED ?
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FIRST STEPIN
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PRETTY FLOWER .
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NONSENSE .

FOR ALL
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T AM NOT AFRAI:. T'M

ONCOMFORTABLE ... THAT
15 AN IMFORTANT |

DISTINCTION,

THIS FROM

T

THE WINTER,

HE DAYS ARE
SHORTER IN

TRIXIE.
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Between Friends

20 YoU'RE NOT GoING
To FINISH BRIEFING

ME FOR- MY a’oe.vf.
,o‘w, Ca— f’.

Blondie

Yow MEAN MY EX—
ToB, DON'T You? HA/
DREPM ON, TTm |

I GUESS IT'S THE
MOON'S TIME TO
SHINE.

ZzeicTZo/z5—,

Yow KNow - T ALWAYS
¢ THOUGHT You WERE
ONERRATED, MAEVE

HiandLois.com

WHILH BECS THE N
QUESTION - WHY ARE
Yo ASKING For.

BOVY, THAT SURE SMELLS GOOD!

I'M SO HUNGRY, I CAN ONLY |—;
IMAGINE :;}_I/ U

YOU ARE HUNGRY, DEAR..AND YOU
HAVE A POWERFUL IMAGINATION,
PR TOO!

= §
%

ECAUSE SO FAR, IT'S JUST

B
&"%?OlLING WATER! 57

Snuffy Smith

NOW, NOW, JUGHAID,
YA CAN'T LIVE ON
GRILLED CHEESE
SAMWICHES EV'RY

NOR FRIED CHICKEN

NEITHER !!

©2024 by King Features Syndicale, Inc. World rights reserved.

Beetle Bailey
I'D LIKETO HE WON'T ARE YOU
SEE THE SEE YouU SURE?2
GENERAL

@p024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Gooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE

FARM ¢ COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL « VINYL
“SINCE 1969”
rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Auts Sales & Serice, Tue.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

SCHWARTZ HOME

IMPROVEMENT LLC
All types of construction

N New Homes + Garages
 Additions  Post Frame Barns
Exterior
Finishing

* Roofing
i Siding
B © Windows
; 4+ Doors
Leave Message

260-301-1805

Coniract &
Bridge g

>

By Steve Becker

The pause that refreshes

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
AATO6
vIi10s
+AQ73
&74
WEST EAST
484 aKQ10532
YAK74 ¥YQ9632
452 +4
&0J1962 &5
SOUTH
a7
vs
4+KJI0986
SAKI083
The bidding:
South  West North  East
14 Pass 14 Pass
2% Pass ie Pass
4 NT Pass 5y Pass
64

Opening lead — king of hearts.

A conscientious declarer tries to
guard against all possible distribu-
tions of the adverse cards. Even
when 4 contract seems certain, he
should ask himself, “What can
defeat me?”

This habitually cautious approach
can pay handsome dividends. Had
South been @ practicing member of
this school, he would have made six
diamonds on today’s deal instead

of going down one.

West led the K-A of hearts.
Declarer ruffed the second heart,
drew two rounds of trump and
cashed the A-K of clubs. When
East showed out on the second
club, declarer was in trouble. He
couldn’t ruff’ his three club losers
with dummy’s two remaining
trumps, so he eventually lost a club
and went down one.

By drawing two rounds of trump,
South in effect staked the outcome
on a 4-2 or 3-3 club division — an
84% probability. But it did not pro-
tect against a 5-1 club division, a
15% probability.

To gnard against this possibility,
declarer should have drawn only
one round of trump and then
played the A-K of clubs. Had he
done this, he could have ruffed
three clubs in dummy and made the
slam.

The basis for choosing this line of
play is that only a bad club break
can defeat the slam. But il the
player with the singleton club
started with only one trump, the
slam can still be made.

It is true that if the defender with
one club has more than one trump,
this line of play will fail. But in that
case, the slam is highly unlikely to
make no matter how declarer pro-
ceeds.

Tomorrow: Killing defense.

©2024 King Features Syndicate [nc

1-10 CRYPTOQUIP
HU J YHLX HUPJFHLTW FX
PGQBTB, H HSINHUT LPT

TZTYLTW ZTIWTQ SHNPL FT

YIZZTW SIXGQ

UTHNPTQ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY WOULD MARCEL
MARCEAU AND COLLEAGUES HAVE HAD VERY
SIMILAR IDEAS? GREAT MIMES THINK ALIKE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals H

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Coop DOWN 20 Concept
1 Edge group 1 A primary 22 Innocent
5Garden 39 Compass  color one

area dir. 2 Historic 23 Exira
8'Les 41 Sicilian flag 25 Cover
Etats- —" spouter maker 26 Olympics

12 Mine find 43 New 3 Mid- chant

13 Ginger—  York month 27 Spy's

14 Ship- tribe date moniker
shape 46 Egypt's 4 Just 29 Lewd

15 Log-on Sadat 5 Sheep material
need 50 Serb or call 31 Hr,

17 PC Croat 6 Shade fraction
picture 51 Label on tree 32 Decade

18 Road a folder 7 Profound parts
curves 54 Mara- 8 City near (Abbr.)

19 Precica- thoner's Syracuse 34 Qil
ment stat 9 “Honest cartel

21 Research 55 Shock Abe” 38 “Splash”
sites partner or “Old star

24 Author 56 Battery Hickory” Daryl
Brown fluid 10 Teen fave 40 “Forget

25 Actress 57 Crystal 11 "Auld it
Liu gazer Lang—" 42 Dundee

28 Church 58 Scepter 16 Intel- denial
area 59 “Bonan- ligence 43 Bygone

30 “The Joy za’' son org. fleet
(L)TSE Solution time: 23 mins. 44 m‘ gseél
author 45 Miles
Tan away

33 Equal 47 Texas
(Pret.) city

34 Sasha or 48 “Lucky
Malia Jim”

35 Soviet author
space 49 Cincinnati
station team

36 Pop 52 — Jima

37 Andean 53 Went
land first

2

10

Wendel'’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
\ Von Schrader Dry
. Foam Cleaning

& N

Green Seal®
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520

Cell 260-729-2797

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Commercial

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

v Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in
The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travell As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

AND MENTION code
74222BRM or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/
Deluxe8625

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen deliv-
ery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information Kkit.
Call 855-965-4916

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r

CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929

CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496

DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758

DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award -
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933

DIRECTV Sports Pack -
3 Months on Us! Watch
pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty
networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB,
NBA, NHL, Golf and
more. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-888-885-
8931

DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302

GIVE A GREAT GIFT
this Season. Send 100%
guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! This package
comes with 8 FREE
PureGround Filet Mignon
Burgers! Order The
Butcher’s Deluxe Pack-
age! ONLY $99.99. Call
1-833-498-2009

READ THE CR
THEN
RECYCLE
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Emily Manor of JCHS
rolls Rochester's Alexis
Haughs onto her back
during the 140-pound
quarterfinal of the semi-
state meet at Rochester
on Friday. Manor drew a
tough matchup as she
will face defending state

champion No. 1
Aleksandra Bastaic of
Highland in the first

round at Friday's state

finals at Kokomo.

Sports

on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

makes it out of the first
round.

“I need to make sure I
last the whole six minutes
without
Manor said. “I can’t have

Time ...

Continued from page 8

Manor (21-3) drew a
tougher matchup, as she
will be opening against
No.1 Aleksandra Bastaic
(12-6) of Highland in the
140-pound bracket. Bastaic g
won the 126-pound state
championship last season.

Recognizing the tough
challenge she has in front
of her, Manor has set two
goals for herself. The first
to avoid being pinned by
Bastaic and force the soph-
omore to beat her by deci-
sion if she’s going to go

little slip ups on my moves
and technique.”

If Manor makes it out of
the first round, she will
likely face fifth-ranked
Laine Mullins (19-3) before
potential  semifinal
against fourth-ranked
Kaylea Beauchamp (19-3).

While all three of them
have their specific goals tai-
lored to the brackets and
situations they are placed
in, the wultimate goal
remains for all of them to
just go as deep as they pos-

down. The second goal is to SIPLY can.
place higher than she did We want to make sure
last year (eighth) if she that pressure doesn’t

become a thing,” Myers
said. “We’re still going out
and wrestling a wrestling
match. ... Once they walk
inside that circle, they can
blur everything else out.”

getting tired,”

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys wrestling at Homestead —
6:30 p.m.; Junior high boys basketball vs. Her-
itage — 6 p.m.; Junior high girls basketball at Her-

itage — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs. Delphos
St. John’s —6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball
vs. Delphos St. John's — 5:30 p.m.

TV sports

Wednesday

2 p.m. — Super Cup soccer: Atletico Madrid at

Real Madrid (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Provi-
dence at St. John’s (FS1); Northwestern at Penn

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Clemson
at Virginia Tech (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NBA: Washington Wizards at Indiana
Pacers (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wilds at Dallas

Stars (TNT)

at TCU (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Utah Jazz

(ESPN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: North Car-
olina at N.C. State (ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: New Orleans Pelicans at
Golden State Warriors (ABC)

8:30 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball: UConn
at Xavier (FS1); Wisconsin at Ohio State (BTN)

9 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball: Oklahoma

10 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at Col-

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Washington State at USC (FS1)

Thursday

2 p.m. — Super Cup soccer: Osasuna at

Barcelona (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Rut-
gers at Ohio State (BTN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: FAU at
Tulane (ESPN2); Michigan at Maryland (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple Leafs at New
York Islanders (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Milwau-

kee Bucks (TNT)

8 p.m. — Women'’s college basketball: lllinois

at Nebraska (BTN)

8 p.m. — NHL: New York Rangers at St. Louis

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: UCLA at

the door for $6.

Utah (ESPN2); Michigan State at lllinois (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Gon-
zaga at Santa Clara (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at Los Angeles

Lakers (TNT)

State (ESPN2)

Local notes

Tickets for sale
The Jay County High School athletic depart-
ment will have tickets for the boys and girls Allen
County Athletic Conference basketball tourna-
ment for sale through Friday, Jan. 12 at 12 p.m..
Tickets for all three sessions will cost $10.

Tryouts scheduled
Tryouts for A League of Our Own Independent
Baseball League is hosting a tryout at the Mojo-
Up Sports indoor Complex in Noblesville on Jan.

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Arizona  30.
State at Washington (FS1); Stanford at Oregon

Anyone 19-years-old or older that is looking for
the opportunity to continue playing baseball can
try out.

The league begins play on Aug. 31 and runs
through Oct. 19, playing 50 games in 50 days.

To sign up or for more information on the
league, visit www.alo00247.com, call (205) 264-
1468 or email 411@aloo0247.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

State (BTN) orado Avalanche (TNT) Blues (Bally Indiana) Tickets for a single session will only be sold at details to sports@thecr.com.
STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 250 PUBLIC NOTICE
GUARANTEED LIFE SWITCH TO DISH and J. L. CONSTRUCTION hand tools; and many side..35 cents each or

Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043

HEARING AIDS!! High-
quality  rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny

and NEARLY INVISI-
BLE! 45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,

availability to find the
best service for your
needs.  Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666

LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-

gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call

Now 833-226-3105

NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894

NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer —
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725

get up to a $300 gift card!
Plus get the Multisport
pack included for a limit-
ed time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-855-551-9764

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591

Visit Us At:

thecr.com

& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEW'’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

47TH ANNUAL
COLDWATER YOUNG
FARMERS
CONSIGNMENT AUC-
TION
Saturday February 10,
2024
The Coldwater Young
Farmer Association will
be conducting their
annual farm machinery
consignment auction at
the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in
Coldwater, Ohio.
For more information on
consigning your farm
machinery please call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-
733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-
852-0800
Machinery consigned by
January 17, 2024 can
be advertised

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County

Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St., Portland, IN

Saturday Morning

Janurary 13th, 2024
9:30 A.M.

50 YEAR CHEVROLET
COLLECTION - GAS &
OIL
ITEMS:

Gas & oil items to
include: Marathon,
Quaker State, Kendall,
Case, Singer; 1955-
1986 Chevrolet radios
AM
& AM/FM mostly
Chevrolet, some Ponti-
ac, Mopar &

Ford; Holley, Carter & Q-
Jets carburetors; Muncie
& Borg
Warner 4-speed trans-
missions; 1961-1969
Chevrolet Impala &
Chevelle; Nova oil
pan(early V8); Coca-
Cola glass
face clock; Budweiser
double sided sign; Mare-
mont
Muffler double sided
clock(works); 1965-1966
SS hubcap sets; 67
Corvette drivers door; 2ft
30 inch shears; a few

other items not listed.
MIKE LININGER
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for two full-time Police
Officers now until Janu-
ary 21st. Starting salary
of $52,387. Lateral trans-
fer with sign on bonus of
$5,000 paid over a 3-
year term for ILEA tier
one graduates. Benefits:
Paid vacation, holidays,
sick and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department.

POLICE

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one

four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

WANTED FARMLAND
TO RENT 4th Genera-
tion Geneva farmers
looking for farmland to
cash rent near Gene-
va/Bryant/Berne.  You
decide payment dates.
Don’t wait, last year we
filed up. Call Steve at
(419) 376-4456

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  wi/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWww.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

THE
CLASSFIEDS
Find it
Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

CR 1-3,10-2024

47th Annual Coldwater
Young Farmers
Consignment Auction
Saturday, February 10, 2024

The Coldwater Young Farmer Association will be
conducting their annual farm machinery
consignment auction at the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in Coldwater, Ohio.

For more information on consigning your farm
machinery please call:

Dusty Uhlenhake 419-733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-852-0800

Machinery consigned by January 17,2024
can be advertised

Public Notice

The East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion Energy OhioCase
No. 23-0894-GA-AIRSchedule S-3, Newspaper Notice
Notice of Application by The East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Do-
minion Energy Ohio for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges
for its Gas Distribution Service and for Approval of an Alternate
Form of Regulation.

PUCO Case Nos. 23-0894-GA-AIR, 23-0895-GA-ALT, 23-0896-GA-
AAM, 23-0897-GA-ATA
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, The East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Domin-
ion Energy Ohio (DEO) gives notice that it filed an Application
with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on Oc-
tober 31, 2023, requesting authority to amend its tariffs to adjust the
rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to make various changes to how Dominion provides dis-
tribution and transportation services to customers; and to incor-
porate various minor formatting and stylistic changes; and to mod-
ify its accounting methods as necessary to effectuate its Application.
Dominion also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan to modify and extend its existing Pipeline In-
frastructure Replacement (“PIR”) Program and Cost Recovery
Charge, Capital Expenditure Program (“CEP”) Rider, Automated
Meter Reading (“AMR”) Cost Recovery Charge, Tax Savings Credit
Rider (“TSCR”), and Transportation Migration Rider (“TMR”). The
Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for
natural gas service for all Dominion customers in each of the Ohio

counties where Dominion offers service.
Anyone seeking more detailed information regarding Dominion’s
Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its sup-
porting schedules and Dominion’s current and proposed rate
sheets, by any of the following methods:
Visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East
Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;

Visiting the Commission’s website at http:/dis.puc.state.oh.us, in-
putting 23-894 into the Case Lookup box, and selecting the appli-
cation filed on 10/31/2023;

Visiting Dominion’s website
https://www.dominionenergy.com/ohio/rates-and-tariffs
Dominion has not filed for an increase to base rates since 2007.
DEOQ’s Application utilizes a 2023 calendar test period with a date
certain at 12/31/2023 for its proposed increase in distribution rev-

enues, and includes the following changes:
Reflect date-certain AMR, CEP and PIR plant investments in
base rates
Eliminate the Transportation Service for Schools (“T'SS”) rate
schedule, add a volumetric block to the Daily Transportation Ser-
vice (“DTS”) rate class, and move the CEP and PIR riders to a per
bill charge for the DTS class on future rider filings.
Recover historical expenses that the Commission had autho-
rized Dominion to defer, utilizing a shortened amortization pe-
riod for recovery.
Eliminate the Transportation Migration Rider - Part A (“TMR-
A”) charge to certain transportation customers , along with up-
dating the volume banking and imbalance fees.
Adjust proposed revenues to reflect approximately $15 million
per year spent on Pipeline Safety Management Programs.
Prorate a customer'’s fixed service fee when a bill is generated for
a partial billing period during the initial and final bill periods.
Create a revenue sharing mechanism that would provide cus-
tomers with a credit through the Operational Balancing Rider
(historically known as Transportation Migration Rider — Part B
(“TMR-B”)) based on levels of certain non-traditional revenue.
The proposed changes to the basic monthly charges, monthly ser-
vice charges, and non-rider delivery charges are identified in the
schedules filed with the application. The schedules also list the pro-
posed changes to Volume Banking Service fees, Gross Receipts
Tax Rider, and other fees and charges, along with the elimination
of the Transportation Surcredit Rider. Dominion is also proposing
various revisions to non-rate terms and conditions contained in its
tariffs, including modifications to the terms and conditions appli-
cable to transportation service and Energy Choice pooling service.
Dominion’s current base rates were determined pursuant to the
Commission’s order dated October 15,2008. Dominion’s Application
states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and
reasonable rate of return on Dominion’s used and useful property
as of December 31, 2023 (the date certain in this case). The Appli-
cation further states that Dominion requires a distribution revenue
increase to provide Dominion an opportunity to earn a fair return
on its assets and recover its costs of operation. Any person, firm, cor-
poration, or association may file, pursuant to section 4909.19 of the
Revised Code, an objection to such proposed increased rates by al-
leging that such proposals are unjust and discriminatory or unrea-
sonable. Recommendations which differ from the application may
be made by the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties or
in response to such recommendations and may be adopted by the
Commission.
Dominion has requested the following increases/decreases in dis-
tribution revenues for its rate classes.

Rate Class Proposed Distribution Revenue Increase
GSS-R/ECTS-R 28.7%*

GSS-NR/ECTS-NR 41.9%

LVGSS /LVECTS 41.9%

GTS 0.0%

DTS 41.9%

FSS 0.0%

*The proposed increase for the average overall monthly bill of a
DEO residential customer would be approximately 16.8% (inclusive
of gas costs and riders).
CR 1-5,10-2024-HSPAXLP
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Patriots have state

matchups set for Friday,

see story below

Page 8

Sports

www.thecr.com

Jay boys wrestling travels
to Homestead on Thursday,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Slow first half costs Indians

FORT RECOVERY — The Indi-
ans exploded offensively in the
second half.

Despite scoring 37 second-half
points, it wasn’t enough to cover
the deficit created in the first half.

The Fort Recovery boys basket-
ball team’s offense struggled to
get going, scoring just six points
in the first two quarters as the
Botkins Trojans took advantage
for a 58-43 on Saturday.

Troy Homan had a pair of bas-
kets to score four points in the
first quarter. Rylyn Paul hit one
shot and hit 2-of-4 free throws in
the first quarter for Botkins (8-1)
to keep the game tied at 4-4.

The engine started for the Tro-

Fort Recovery
roundup

jans in the second, as four 3-point-
er fell to develop a 18-6 lead at the
break as the Indians (4-8) only
managed one basket also coming
from Homan.

Fort Recovery started to find
some flow offensively in the third
quarter with Rex Leverette scor-
ing six, Briggs Overman five and
Gavin Faller four points. The

offensive effort was countered
with a barrage of threes from the
Trojans, four of which were
scored by Collin Doseck.

Fort Recovery won the fourth
quarter 20-15, but it wasn’t
enough to overcome the deficit
developed in the second quarter.

Doseck led all scorers with 24
points, 21 of which came from
beyond the arc.

Overman led FRHS in scoring
with 11, hitting his first field
goals in the fourth quarter and
adding five free throws in the
third.

Still perfect
NEW BREMEN — The Fort

Recovery girls bowling team
remained undefeated as it took
out Coldwater at Speedway
Lanes on Saturday morning
2,448-2,260.

Kayla Heitkamp led the way
with a 172.5 average pinfall, while
Deanna Brown recorded the
highest game of 187 pins. Emily
Lauber, Brooklyn Wyerick and
Brown all tied for second with an
average pinfall of 165.5.

Brittany Burden of Coldwater
averaged 192.5 pins, but it wasn’t
enough as the depth of the Indi-
ans and 54-pin margin in the
baker games carried Fort Recov-
ery (4-0, 4-0 Midwest Athletic
Conference) to victory.

Acheson leads

NEW BREMEN — The Fort
Recovery boys bowling team
dropped its second conference
game as the Coldwater Cava-
liers came out on top 3,017-2,743
at Speedway Lanes on Saturday.

Lucas Acheson (219) and Riley
Grieshop (216.5) both averaged
over 200 pins a game, but it was-
n’t enough as Coldwater’s Caleb
Wedel (225) and Nick Wehrman
(207) matched them.

Acheson rolled the best game
of 228 for Fort Recovery (5-2, 3.2
MAC).

Baker play did the boys team
in as they fell short by 82 pins.

HERE'S MY

CARD

PORTABLE & SHOP
SPECIAL ATTENTION
TO BREAKDOWNS!

PRESIDENT
STEVE VORE

)

VORE’S WELDING & STEEL INC.

¢ COMMERCIAL WELDING & FABRICATION «
* SPECIALIZED WELDING & BRAZING *
(ALUMINUM & STAINLESS STEEL)

PHONE (419) 375-4087
FAX  (419) 375-2466

3234 ST. RT. 49N, BOX 37
FORT RECOVERY, OH 45846
vores @bright.net

Find the right
person for the

job right here!

* Vaccinate
» Spay/Neuter
* Microchip /
* Protect against fleas & worms

Call Portland Veterinary Clinic

Teeth
Cleaning

Christian Bader, DVM 260-726-7310

MECHANIC WATER SYSTEMS

STUS @
GARAGE L.L.C.qE3iy

Specializing in diesel engines,
medium and heavy duty truck,

and agricultural equipment

Air conditioning equipped & certified

5

Stuart Terrell

11490 W. SR. 28
Redkey, IN 47373
(765) 789-4899
Cell: (765) 729-8301

SERVICE

This Space
AVAILABLE

for $6000

Call (260) 726-8141

Ad Department

pry >

Used Auto & Truck Parts
YoulT® 1127 S. Detroit Avenue * Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-8001 * (800) 669-5762
www.williamsautopartsinc.com

ECOWATER

( < >
\\\\f# S YSTEM s®
OF HARTFORD CITY, LLC

(765) 348-2587
413 W. Water St.  Hartford City, IN 47348

Jacob H. Holsten
Owner

Your Water Perfected. ™

DENTIST

\We areracceptinginew,patients
\We offeralligenenralidentistny,
s Completelcosmetic dentistny
s RoeotiCanals
*Anxiety-Ereelonalisedation

O [PENEE [ERS

®

VORMOHR
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Kyeonghwa Vormohr, DDS

260-726-7822

Vormohr Family Dentistry

AUTO PARTS REAL ESTATE

@

=| MLS,

JACKHOUCK
REAL ESTATE

260-729-2164

7475 W Votaw St
PORTLAND, IV 47377
Jacktiouck2072@gimail. com

/—\\
george family
DENTISTRY

Malcolm C. George * (260) 726-4710 ¢ Portland, IN

DENTISTRY MONUMENTS

Jay 63051//1(17/ Monuments
Located in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home.

Steve Prescott, Sales Representative, has over 30 years of
sales and service experience.

Providing FREE quotes and answers to your questions.

We are a proud distributor of Edwin F. Nikol, Inc,
Monuments

260726-7171

It's not a day in a life, but a life in a day.

ADVERTISERS, call 260-726-8141
or email ads@thecr.com.

Prep

time

Brackets for girls state
wrestling tournament
have been released

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The brackets have been
released.

One Patriot got a tough
draw.

One Patriot is looking
to earn her first medal.

One Patriot is looking
for a three-peat.

One thing is the same;
all three Patriots have
been here before.

No. 10 Emily Manor,
No. 11 Lina Lingo and No.
1 Mallory Winner of the
Jay County High School
girls wrestling team, will

compete in the state
finals this Friday at
Kokomo.

“I just hope they go out
there and compete to the
best of their ability,”
coach Eric Myers said.
“All three have been
there before, so the hope
is to not get caught up in
the pageantry of it and
just go out there, focus
and wrestle hard.”

The Patriots are look-
ing to win their first
matches to guarantee a
top-eight finish and a
medal at state. Once they
win their first matches,
they will only need to win
three more to be crowned
state champions.

In the 155-pound brack-
et, Winner (22-0) matches
up with 15th-ranked
Sophia Rygiel (11-8) of
Greenwood — Rygiel was
previously unranked
heading into the semi-
state event. While the
two-time defending state
champion will be a heavy
favorite to win the match
and secure a spot on the
podium and feels confi-
dent that she is set up for
success, she doesn’t want
to take any opponent for
granted.

“I'm really happy with
the draw,” Winner said.
“We were waiting all
weekend for it to come
out and then were really,
really happy with what
we got. There will be a lot
of hard matches Friday
morning for some of the
other girls, but fortunate-
ly T got a good draw
where I can make it to the
finals in a reasonable
manner. ...

“Rankings at this point
don’t matter. I just have
to go out there and wres-
tle and not take anyone
for granted.”

After Rygiel, Winner
would face the victor
between eighth-ranked
Kate McKee (26-9) and
14th-ranked Madison
Raper (20-5). Also on her
side of the bracket are
No. 3 Josie Hause (21-3)
and No. 5 Kaily Bussard
(26-4), who will face off in
the opening round. Bus-
sard took Winner into the

third period before get-
ting pinned in the semifi-
nal at Rochester.

Potential opponents in
the championship include
No. 2 Rhaigyn Trenary
(23-2), No. 4 Maylie Skin-
ner (22-2) and No. 6 Grace
Hiroms (21-4). One of
Heroism and Skinner will
be taken out in the open-
ing match by the other.
Trenary lost to Winner in
a 9-6 decision in the semi-
state championship.

As Winner starts to
bounce back from an ill-
ness she battled during
the semi-state tourna-
ment, she is confident
that she can bring back a
third straight state cham-
pionship to Jay County.

“I know if I wrestle
who I am and wrestle
how I do in practice,
there’s nobody out there
that can stop me,” Win-
ner said. “I've just got to
go out there and do what I
do and do what I've done
the past few years.”

Last season, Lingo (22-
9) fell short of medaling
at state.

This year, she likes her
135-pound first-round
draw.

Despite finishing third
at the semi-state, Lingo’s
opponent is only ranked
two spots higher as she is
set to square off with
Switzerland County’s No.
9 Klaire Redwine (8-5).
(Redwine was unranked
going into the semi-state
meet in Mooresville, but
the second-place finish
bumped her up.)

Lingo has already
started looking at film on
Redwine to learn more
about her style of
wrestling to prepare for
Friday’s match. A win
against Redwine secures
her a medal, which is her
primary goal.

“It’s a big deal to me,”
Lingo said. “As a fresh-
man who didn’t win any
matches, I remember
going home that night
and all I thought after
watching that match was,
‘What does it feel like to
be on that podium?’ I just
wanted to feel that.

“It’s so exciting for me
and a little nerve-wrack-
ing. I just feel so accom-
plished and proud of
myself for getting where
I am today.”

With a victory, Lingo
would likely face No. 2
Haylee Selis (15-1) in the
quarterfinal match. Also
on her side of the bracket
is top-ranked Maddie
Marsh (10-0). The other
side features No. 3 Kaylee
Smith (24-3), No. 4 Katy
Vardaman (5-1) and No. 5
Sian Rodgers (23-1).

See Time page 7



