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Nelli Mere, 76, Geneva
Scott Bishop, 43, Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  36 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 32.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
rain early in the evening fol-
lowed by snow with winds
gusting as high as 50 miles per
hour. Accumulation of  1 inch
or less is expected.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

A story in Wednesday’s edi-
tion of  The Commercial
Review regarding this week’s
Jay County Commissioners
meeting incorrectly identified
the firm creating a develop-
ment plan for the county’s 68
acres on the west side of  Port-
land. The company involved is
Rundell Ernstberger Associ-
ates of  Indianapolis.

Saturday — Results from
the semifinal round of  the
ACAC basketball tournament.

Tuesday — Photos from
Saturday’s Jay County Show
Choir Spectacular.

Deaths Weather Correction Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A former commissioner
is hoping to come back to
the role again.

Mike Leonhard, who has
served three terms in two
stints as a Jay County Com-
missioner, filed Wednesday
afternoon to seek the north
district seat again.

Leonhard’s filing creates
the first officially contested
race for a county office this
year as Doug Horn filed
Wednesday morning to run
for commissioner in the
north district.

Also filing Wednesday
afternoon was Rebecca
Thornburg for precinct
committeeman.

Leonhard, 75, has served
three previous terms as
county commissioner, from
1997 through 2004 and again
from 2017 through 2020. He
served on Jay County
Council in between his
commissioner terms.

“There’s just a lot of
issues going on in Jay
County that I’m not satis-
fied with,” Leonhard said.
“And I guess if  you’re not
satisfied, you might as well
try to do something about
it.”

Leonhard was critical of
current commissioners for
what he said he feels is
overuse of  consultants and
overspending on the pur-
chase of  land for possible
development on the west
side of  Portland. He said
the county needs to get
“back to basics.” 

Addressing key issues,
he put his focus on the
ongoing conflict between
commissioners and Jay
County Development Cor-
poration. He also criticized
the commissioners hiring
of  a community coordina-
tor to replace the former
Jay County Community
Development role.

See Files page 2

‘No more stigma’

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

“No more stigma, no more
shame.”

That was the message dis-
played across the auditorium
at Jay County Council’s meet-
ing Wednesday.

About 20 people in the crowd
wore t-shirts emblazoned with
the phrase, a response to
recent backlash about placing
a recovery residence in Red-
key.

Jay County Opioid Settle-
ment Taskforce — it was creat-
ed to determine how to use dol-
lars from the National Opioid
Settlement — has been seeking
a location for a sober living
facility for several months. In
December, Jay County Drug

Prevention Coalition director
Kimbra Reynolds announced
the group had preliminarily
selected a house at 319 N.
Meridian St., Redkey. Commis-
sioners approved a $35,000
request at that time to conduct
a feasibility study on the home
and put down earnest money.

Two days later, residents
from Redkey poured into a Jay
County Council meeting to
voice their thoughts about the
facility, citing a lack of  ameni-
ties and resources in Redkey
as well as safety concerns.
Council at that time tabled a
decision on the funding
request, which was later
rescinded by commissioners.

Reynolds explained Wednes-
day because the funds were

rescinded, the group pulled its
offer on the Redkey house.

“Redkey's basically off  the
table,” said Mike Weitzel, who
serves as a task force member
and is Portland’s fire chief.

The task force chose the Red-
key location initially because
of  its price and square footage,
explained Weitzel. To be sus-
tainable, he continued, the
facility needs to be able to
accommodate 15 to 18 resi-
dents, which would require
roughly 4,000 to 5,000 square
feet.

Without a location or feasi-
bility study, the task force
can’t apply for grant dollars
for the project because it won’t
know how much construction,
renovation or property acqui-

sition will cost, explained
Reynolds.

Council vice president
Cindy Bracy — she was elected
to the role Wednesday — asked
what the cost would be to run
the facility after opioid settle-
ment funds are depleted.

Based on estimates, said
Reynolds, it would likely need
a $300,000 budget each year.
Weitzel pointed out the settle-
ment dollars would not be
enough for initial startup
costs, noting the project will
also need grant funding or
other dollars. For 18 years,
added Reynolds, opioid settle-
ment will sustain the facility,
but thereafter it will need to be
self-sustainable.

See Stigma page 2

Group visits Jay County Council meeting
to discuss proposed sober living facility

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Representatives from Jay County Opioid Settlement Taskforce shared an update with plans for a local sober living
facility during a Jay County Council meeting Wednesday. Pictured, task force member and Portland fire chief Mike Weitzel
and Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition director Kimbra Reynolds speak to council. Others supported them in the crowd
while wearing the same t-shirts with the phrase: “No more stigma, no more shame.”

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Across nearly three hours of
testimony on Wednesday, an
array of  national experts and
Hoosiers asked lawmakers to
navigate a narrow tightrope in
tweaking the state’s tax struc-
ture.

The business personal proper-
ty tax, for example, contributes
upwards of  50% of  some
Hoosier communities’ tax col-
lections, said Accelerate Indi-
ana Municipalities’ Campbell
Ricci.

Patrick Bennett, a lobbyist
representing the Indiana Cast
Metals Association, told the
task force that tax’s 30% floor
was costing local foundries
dearly.

When tax force chair Rep.
Travis Holdman, R-Markle,

asked Bennett how to address
the financial impact of  elimi-
nating the tax, he quipped, “I
don’t have an answer for that.
I’m just here to complain about
it.”

A group of  more than a dozen
advocates additionally asked the
State and Local Tax Review task
force to remove the 7% sales tax
from menstrual products.

The two-year tax force is scru-
tinizing Indiana’s tax system in
hopes of  proposing legislation
for 2025’s budget session.

And it’s putting particular
focus on the feasibility of  elimi-
nating the individual income
tax, which experts have testified
could increase reliance on the
sales tax and other sources of
state income.

Prosperity Indiana Policy
Director Andrew Bradley said
poorer residents are paying a

greater percentage of  their
incomes toward taxes.

“Income disparities are wider
after we apply state and local
taxes,” he said. “This is in part
because the lowest-income 20%
of  Hoosier taxpayers face a state
and local tax rate 115% higher
than the top 1% of  Hoosier
households.”

Indiana is among 44 states
whose tax systems worsen eco-
nomic inequality, according to
the latest edition of
a report Prosperity Indiana co-
released Tuesday.

“(For) our partners in the
human services sector — who
work everyday with Hoosiers
who are living paycheck-to-pay-
check — the state and local tax
system actually pushes those
budgets closer to the breaking
point,” Bradley said.

See Tax page 2

Tax testimony

Leonhard
seeking 
return as
county

commissioner

Second
hopeful
files in
north
district

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Leslie Bonilla Muñiz

Prosperity Indiana leader Andrew Bradley says low-
income Hoosiers are paying a greater share of income than
high-earners at a tax task force meeting Wednesday at the
Indiana Statehouse. The two-year tax force is scrutinizing
Indiana’s tax system in hopes of proposing legislation for
2025’s budget session.

Indiana State and Local Tax Review Task Force
heard from national experts about possible changes
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309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141
O!ce Hours:

Tuesday - Friday  10 am - 4 pm

Today
Schwartz, Daniel: 9 a.m.,

D.L. Schwartz residence, 6836 E.
900 North, Bryant.

Daniels, Freda: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Mann, Dixie: 6 p.m., Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Saturday
Imel, Angela: 10:30 a.m., St.

Henry Catholic Church, 272 E.
Main St., St. Henry, Ohio.. 

Sunday
Williams, Helen: 4 p.m.,

New Life Ministries, 415 S. Helen
St., Portland. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Nelli Mere
Nelli Mere, 76, Geneva,

died Wednesday at her
home.

Arrangements are
pending at Downing &
Glancy Funeral Home,
Geneva.

Scott Bishop
Scott Bishop, 43,

Dunkirk, died Tuesday at
his home.

Arrangements are
pending at Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home in Mont-
pelier.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Continued from page 1
“My biggest concern is

JCDC,” said Leonhard, a
1966 graduate of  Port-
land High School and a
retired contractor. “It’s
been a grand thing for
Jay County all these
years …

“They need JCDC.”
Leonhard lost to Rex

Journay in the 2020
Republican primary for
commissioner in the
north district. Journay,
who went on to win the
seat in the general elec-

tion, has indicated he
does not plan to run for a
second term.

Filing for this year’s
election, which includes
races for Jay County
Commissioner, three at-
large seats on Jay County
Council, Jay County Cir-
cuit Court Judge, and
county clerk of  courts,
treasurer, coroner and
surveyor, is open in the
clerk’s office at Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse. The dead-
line is noon Feb. 9.

Files ...
Continued from page 1

One aspect of  sustainability will be
from the residents, who will be expect-
ed to maintain jobs and pay the facility
a portion of  their wages for living
expenses. (Recovery Works will also
reimburse the group until residents are
able to work. The state program aims to
help those seeking recovery.)

Reynolds pointed out the facility
would not be open to those actively
using drugs or detoxing.

“With a recovery home, the desire is
that they are in active recovery, and
there is no place for them to go that is
safe, and for them to work and main-
tain in recovery,” said Reynolds.

Another state grant will be available
within the next month, added
Reynolds. The turnaround time is usu-
ally 30 days.

“We have to have something to be
able to go forward,” she said, noting the
group will at least need to select a loca-
tion by that point to be eligible.

Weitzel asked council for its blessing
to continue looking into options for a
recovery residence.

Council members Jeanne Houchins,
Matt Minnich and Randy May spoke in
favor of  the group continuing its
search.

“I think last month, it was better to
table that just because of  the situation,
it didn’t mean that I don’t want this to
happen somewhere in this county,”
said Houchins. “I don’t think anybody
around this bench can say they don’t
want to see this happen. We all know, or
should know, that we need this.”

Council member Faron Parr advocat-
ed for educating residents on what the
recovery residence will do.

“You’re taking individuals (who are)
trapped, bringing them back into the
community to be an asset,” said Parr.

Reynolds pointed out Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition will be host-
ing a community forum regarding
recovery housing in Jay County at 6
p.m. Jan. 24 at IU Health Jay.

Council also approved a final 10-year
tax abatement with Hodson Energy for
its proposed New Jay Solar, a 220-acre
renewable energy farm planned just
east of  Dunkirk’s city limits. 

The company will have 100% of  prop-
erty taxes abated over the entirety of
the 10-year period. Hodson Energy will
save $4.4 million in property taxes with
the abatement. As part of  the negotia-
tion, the company agreed to provide
$2.156 million in economic develop-
ment funds to the county over four
years.

Hodson Energy is the fourth renew-
able energy firm to formally pursue
constructing a solar farm in Jay Coun-

ty. Other prospective farms on the hori-
zon include Skycrest Solar from Inven-
ergy, Rose Gold Solar from Leeward
Renewable Energy and Sun Chief  Solar
from Scout Clean Energy.

In related news, Leeward Renewable
Energy representatives reached out to
county officials in November to share
an update about its progress with Rose
Gold Solar, a $150 million, 150-
megawatt project planned on about
1,430 acres just north of  Dunkirk.  

County attorney Wes Schemenaur
said Wednesday he thought the compa-
ny would be at the meeting to request
an amendment to its economic develop-
ment agreement, specifically to push
back the projected construction start
date to April 2026 and projection com-
pletion date to September 2027. He told
council he would follow up with the
company.

In other business, council members
Harold Towell, Houchins, Minnich,
Parr, May and Bracy, absent Dave
Haines:

•Tabled updates to the personnel pol-
icy, with Towell noting he would like
more time to review it. Changes to the
policy include adding a workplace rela-
tionship disclosure, adjusting Jay
County Highway Department’s work
hours and compensating all Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office and Jay County Jail
employees for eight hours of  holiday
pay at their standard hourly rate on
holidays. (If  sheriff ’s office/jail
employees are required to work on the
designated holiday, they will be com-
pensated at a rate 1.5 times their stan-
dard rate for all hours worked.)

•Heard plans are in the works for an
ordinance to create a board to oversee
Jay County Country Living. Bracy
noted she received a draft Wednesday
from Schemenaur, who pointed out the
document in its current state — he said
it isn’t ready for formal action yet —
would create an advisory board to
“assist the commissioners and the
council in the administration and over-
sight of  the county home.”

•Made the following additional
appropriations: $76,400 for Ritter
Strategic Services to provide a study
looking into radios for emergency
responders and $16,509.05 for Rundell
Ernstberger Associates of  Indianapolis
in its efforts to create a plan for devel-
oping the county’s 68 acres along Indi-
ana 67 on the western edge of  Portland.
(The latter had been proposed at the
full cost of  $395,000, but council chose
to only pay the first claim Wednesday.)

•Elected Minnich as president. He
takes over the position from Houchins,
who had previously served as council
president for seven years.

Stigma ...

Recycling available
Jay County Solid Waste

Management District will
have recycling trailers
available Saturday. Trail-

ers will be open from 9
a.m. to noon in the shop-
ping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Continued from page 1
The report found that

poor Hoosiers would pay
even greater shares of
their income if  Indiana
were to ditch its individual
income tax and replace
half  the revenue with a
sales tax expansion.

Bradley commended the
state for excluding gro-
ceries from the sales tax
and for offering an earned
income tax credit, but
asked the task force to “do
no harm” to poor residents
or cash-strapped local gov-
ernments.

He additionally recom-
mended consideration of  a
child tax credit, among
other changes, and said
the task force should con-
sult with organizations
who work with impover-
ished residents.

About six in 10 Ameri-
can adults are “very both-
ered” by the idea that
some corporations and
wealthy residents are not
paying their “fair share”
in taxes, said Erin Macey,
director of  the Indiana
Community Action Pover-
ty Institute. She cited an
April survey by the non-
partisan Pew Research
Center.

National Conference of
State Legislatures Senior
Policy Specialist Eric
Syverson said state sales
tax efforts — including
Indiana’s — generally
“don’t live up to the ideal”
of  taxing all final con-
sumption.

Syverson said that con-
sumers are increasingly
buying services, which
aren’t subject to Indiana
sales taxes. People are pur-
chasing more digital ver-
sions of  products that
used to be tangible, and

are shopping online more.
Governments have strug-
gled to get foreign e-com-
merce companies to com-
ply with sales tax require-
ments, he said.

Small businesses spoke
out against that prospect.

The National Federation
of  Independent Business-
es regularly surveys mem-
bers in statewide ballots
for their positions on leg-
islative proposal. Indiana
State Director Natalie
Robinson said 90% of
respondents to Indiana’s
ballot opposed expanding
the sales tax to services.

When survey-takers
asked if  they’d support
that expansion in
exchange for the elimina-
tion of  the individual
income tax — most small
businesses are pass-
through entities that pay
this tax — Robinson said
her group still got back
mixed responses.

“Some owners were con-
flicted when asked if  it
would be a fair trade-off,”
she said. But, “the consen-
sus from our membership
was that state income tax
is still the single most bur-
densome tax for small
employers.”

But members strongly
supported eliminating the
business personal proper-
ty tax.

Hoosier businesses must
pay taxes on property
unless their possessions
all cost below $80,000. The
property cannot be
assessed at less than 30%
of  its initial cost, which is
known as the 30% floor.

••••••••••
This story has been edi-

tor for length. For the full
report, visit indianacapi-
talchronicle.com..

Tax ...

Capsule Reports

Lotteries

CR almanac

26/6 14/0 10/0 10/3 20/16
There’s a

30% chance
of snow under
cloudy skies.
Wind gusts
may reach up
to 45 mph.

Mostly
sunny and cold
on Wednesday.
The high tem-
perature will be
about 20
degrees.

Another
day of poten-
tial snow and
freezing
weather,
when the low
will be 3
degrees.

Another
slight chance
of snow on
Sunday, when
the low will dip
to 0 degrees
at night.

Monday’s
forecast
shows more
cold tempera-
tures, with
the high near
10 degrees.

Saturday
1/13

Sunday
1/14

Monday
1/15

Tuesday
1/16

Wednesday
1/17

Powerball
25-40-43-48-50
Power Ball: 11
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $77

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$187 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-9-2
Daily Four: 8-4-7-1
Quick Draw: 3-11-13-

14-20-23-26-28-31-53-57-62-
63-65-66-73-76-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 7-2-4

Daily Four: 1-4-8-8
Quick Draw: 10-23-29-

31-33-37-45-46-47-48-51-54-
57-64-65-70-73-74-75-78

Cash 5: 1-14-17-26-38
Estimated jackpot:

$80,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-5-6
Pick 4: 7-8-4-6
Pick 5: 5-4-8-7-6
Evening
Pick 3: 0-7-6
Pick 4: 1-2-3-2
Pick 5: 6-6-5-0-5
Rolling Cash: 8-10-25-

30-34
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.59
Feb. corn ..................4.59
Wheat ......................5.24

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.56
Feb. corn ..................4.56
March corn ..............4.58

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.44
Feb. corn ..................4.44
Beans ......................12.16

Feb. beans ..............12.26
Wheat ...................... 5.64

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.36
Feb. corn ..................4.40
Beans ......................12.12
Feb. beans ..............12.15
Wheat ......................5.59

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.44
March corn ..............4.49
Beans ......................11.93
Feb. beans ..............11.96
Wheat ......................5.19

In 1777, Mission
Santa Clara de Asis,
was founded by Padre
Thomas Pena. It was
the eighth of  Califor-
nia’s 21 missions along
El Camino Real (The
Royal Road), between
San Diego and Sonoma.
In 1932, Hattie

Ophelia Caraway was
the first woman elected
to the U.S. Senate. She
had been appointed to
fill the senate seat fol-
lowing the death of  her
husband and then won
a special election to fin-
ish his term. She won
her own term in office
in November 1932.
In 1964, Jeff  Bezos,

founder and CEO of
Amazon.com, was born
in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. He opened a
virtual bookstore —
Amazon — starting in
his garage with a hand-
ful of  employees.
In 1969, the New

York Jets upset the Bal-
timore Colts 16-7 in
Super Bowl III. Jets
quarterback Joe
Namath had famously
guaranteed that his
team would win the
game.
In 1971, CBS debuted

“All in the Family,” the
groundbreaking TV sit-
com starring Carroll
O’Connor as Archie
Bunker. The show was
based on the British
comedy “Till Death Us
Do Part.”
In 2022, Jay County

Council rescinded its
December 2021 deci-
sion to contributed
$700,000 in federal coro-
navirus relief  funds
from the American Res-
cue Plan Act toward
renovations of  the for-
mer Judge Haynes Ele-
mentary School to
become a child care
facility.

—The CR

Monday
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.



DEAR ABBY: I have been
with my abusive husband for
almost 30 years. I made several
attempts to leave him, which
resulted in him stalking me
and threatening to seriously
harm me and our children.
Despite all his threats and
abuse, I was forced to allow
him to take our children unsu-
pervised. I would end up going
back so I could be present
when he was around the chil-
dren. 

Our youngest just moved out
and, surprisingly, my husband
has calmed down. I am going to
leave, and I’m looking for
places out of  state where he
won’t be able to find me. Hon-
estly, I’m terrified. How do I
move somewhere new and
start over alone? — ANONY-

MOUS IN THE U.S.
DEAR ANONYMOUS:

Because you feel you may be
in danger if  you follow
through with your plan to
leave your abuser and start
a new life, contact the
National Domestic Violence
Hotline. Its toll-free phone
number is: 800-799-7233.
The people there can help
you formulate a safe way to
escape. I wish you good luck
and a MUCH happier life.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I work nine

hours a day in a mental health
clinic talking to the clients and
doing billing and collections
among many other things. I
love my job. The problem is
that when I step outside to take
a break, I want it to be my
quiet time. 

Most people say a quick “hi,”
and that’s fine, but a man in
the business downstairs from
me comes out and chats every
time. He calls me by the wrong
name (which I have not cor-
rected) and talks while I
respond with the bare mini-
mum to show I’m not interest-
ed. 

Is there a nice way to say I
am not interested in his com-
pany while I am on break? —

DECOMPRESSING IN WIS-
CONSIN
DEAR DECOMPRESSING:

Yes, but it will take back-
bone on your part. The next
time you see this person, tell
him there are two things
about you he needs to know.
They are: Your name isn’t
“Joan,” and when you take a
break from the pressure of
your job, you would like to
do it ALONE. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My wife’s sis-

ter died 14 months ago at the
young age of  52. Since then, my
brother-in-law has been tex-
ting and calling my wife con-
stantly. He is grieving, and his
alcohol problem has gotten
worse. I have tried to be patient
about their communication,

but I’m finding myself  getting
jealous. What’s your advice? —
BOTHERED IN ILLINOIS
DEAR BOTHERED: Have a

talk with your wife about
this. She is grieving the loss
of  her sister as well as try-
ing to help her widowed
brother-in-law. Put your
jealousy aside, at least for
now, and suggest she join a
grief  support group. 
As to your brother-in-law,

understand that his drink-
ing problem won’t resolve
itself  until he admits he has
one and decides to join a
support group or to dry out
in rehab. You would be with-
in your rights to point that
out to him, as long as you do
it with compassion rather
than anger. 

Jay County Public
Library is bringing back
its winter reading chal-
lenge.

Starting Monday, teens
or adults may pick up a
reading challenge form at
the library. Participants
may exchange each com-
pleted form for prize
entry tickets. This year’s
drawings include a 35-
ounce Yeti tumbler, a
Vanzon V40 bluetooth
speaker, a $25 Amazon
gift card or two tickets to
a March 9 Fort Wayne
Komets ice hockey game.

Completed forms will
be accepted until noon,
March 2.

Also happening at the
library this month is a lip
balm tutorial. Partici-
pants at the “Balmy at
the Library” Jan. 23
event will create and
design their own lip
balms in a beach-themed
setting. 

There will be a session

for third through sixth
graders from 4:30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. and a session for
teens and adults from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m. Registra-
tion is required.

New support
IU Health Jay Outpa-

tient Behavioral Health
is hosting two new sup-
port groups.

Beginning next week,
Community Reinforce-
ment and Family Train-
ing (CRAFT) will be
offered for free from 4
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. each
Wednesday. The family
education and support
group is meant for indi-
viduals who have a loved

one with substance use
disorder, helping folks to
develop effective strate-
gies to cope and help
their loved one seek
treatment.

Smart Recovery, a pro-
gram aimed at those with
substance use disorder,
aims to help those living
with addiction build and
maintain motivation,
cope with urges and crav-
ings, manage thoughts,
feelings and behavior,
and live a balanced life.
Free to the public, it
meets from 11 a.m. to
noon Thursdays.

For more information,
call (260) 726-1960.

New member
Morton Pugh of  Salam-

onia recently became a
member of  the American
Angus Association.
Headquartered in Mis-
souri, it is the largest
beef  breed association in
the world.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Community Calendar

Photo provided

Volunteer of the Year
Mississinewa Chapter, Daughters of the American

Revolution, recently awarded the Community Volunteer of the Year
award. Pictured, chapter regent Kathy Selman (right) presents a
certificate to Carol Smith, who started the free Thanksgiving dinners at
Asbury United Methodist Church in Portland in 1991. In 2023, the all-
volunteer crew prepared over 600 meals.

Time for winter reading
Taking
Note

Dear
Abby

Abused spouse believes it’s time to leave
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The Free Press
(Mankato, Minnesota)
Tribune News Service

A pack of  Republican
House members descended on
the U.S.-Mexican border Wednes-
day hoping to draw attention to
what they call an “invasion” of
immigrants. We wish they would
have drawn attention to biparti-
san solutions they seem to be
ignoring.

Facts are stubborn things.
When they are brought to bear
on this issue, well-meaning
Americans — almost all of
whom descended from immi-
grants — would see the value in
solving the decades-old immigra-
tion problem.

Cynics argue Republicans
don’t want to solve the immigra-
tion problem because it would
take away one of  their best cam-
paign issues and overshadow the
disastrous political conse-

quences of  having “solved” the
abortion issue. Reasonable peo-
ple can see the merit in those
arguments.

Immigrants or refugees have
had a legal right to apply for asy-
lum in the United States since
the Senate in 1979 approved
unanimously (with 41 Republi-
cans) the U.S. Refugee Act of
1980, signed March 17.

The act describes those who
are eligible for asylum as “any
person who is outside his or her
country of  residence or national-
ity, or without nationality, and is
unable or unwilling to return to,

and is unable or unwilling to
avail himself  or herself  of  the
protection of, that country
because of  persecution or a well-
founded fear of  persecution on
account of  race, religion, nation-
ality, membership in a particular
social group, or political opin-
ion.”

In fact, there was a time
when Minnesota’s government
encouraged immigration.

The state commissioned lead-
ers in the 1800s to recruit Ger-
mans and other immigrants out
of  New York, according to
research by the Minnesota His-
torical Society in a report called
“The official encouragement of
immigrants to Minnesota during
the territorial period.”

That recruiting helped develop
the German population of  Min-
nesota from 147 circa 1850 to
18,400 in a decade, or from 2.5%
of  the population to 10%.

The report notes that Min-
nesota’s population grew from
4,500 to 172,000 in 10 years from
about 1850 to 1860 and the role of
immigration “cannot be disput-
ed.”

By 1890, 40% of  Minnesota’s
population was foreign born,
according to the Minnesota His-
torical Society. That compares to
8% today.

So we challenge the House and
the Senate to approve a biparti-
san compromise that contains
the follow common sense issues:

—Pathway to citizenship for
those already living, working
and paying taxes in the U.S.

—Reformed asylum policy,
with tighter restrictions if  nec-
essary, in a bipartisan plan.

—Avoid false narratives about
which president will crack down
on illegal immigration. The
administration of
President Barack Obama denied

entry at the Mexican border to
more immigrants than the
administration of  ex-Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

—Give business the tools to
accurately track immigration
status.

—Do not separate children
from parents. This creates life-
long trauma.

—Do not use immigration as
bargaining chip to approving aid
to Ukraine, the first country
under unlawful attack on a scale
not seen since World War II.

—Heed the call of  business
groups who favor immigration to
bolster and increasingly serious
shortage in the work force.

Let’s embrace the role of
immigration in our society that
history shows. Building of
human capital and diversity in
our workplace should take prece-
dence over petty and hateful pol-
itics.

Border issue must be solved, not politicized

By JAY AMBRSOE
Tribune News Service

Iran is an American
enemy already, a pal with
China and Russia, eco-
nomically up-and-at-’em,
more than a little pleased
about its missile and war-
head accomplishments,
capable of  producing
nuclear weapons in a
hurry and now in a war
with Israel making the
world less safe every
minute. Possible conse-
quences include a second
international cold war
threatening disastrous
American decline or, con-
ceivably, even a third
world war.

Hey, wait a minute, you
say, Iran is not at war with
Israel; it’s Hamas, the ter-
rorist ruler of  Gaza, the
next-door neighbor accom-
panied by other Middle
East groups such as the
Houthis and Hezbollah
lending a hand as needed.

Well, yes, that’s the case
with military action, but
these proxies and others
listen carefully to whatev-
er Iran says. And, since the
1979 Islamic Revolution, it
has talked about Israel as a
“cancerous tumor” and a
place that has to be “wiped
off  the map,” for instance.
Don’t doubt that the
urgent, self-enlarging,
hateful impulse has been
to kill all those Jews, to
extinguish the menace, to
rule the Middle East.

Iran’s leaders also hate
America, much of  Europe
and large portions of  the
rest of  the world. For a
while, its nuclear and mis-
sile ambitions met signifi-
cant resistance by way of
sanctions that weakened it
economically and threat-
ened far more hurt in case
of  discovered transgres-
sions.

Ah, but the United
States elected Barack
Obama as president and
soon enough he was grant-
ed a Nobel Peace Prize for
nothing much but elo-
quent utterances about
being nice as the best
means of  achieving
peace. Such was the back-
ground when the United
States and a panel includ-
ing China and Russia
worked out a deal with
Iran that let if  off  the sanc-
tions hook and thereby
enriched the country by
billions.

Iran has lots of  oil and
doesn’t need nuclear
power for domestic energy,
but the deal said, hey, keep
that nuclear infrastruc-
ture that along with other
means can allow pretty
quick production of
nuclear weapons. If  you
want to keep fooling

around with missiles
when the United Nations
insists you shouldn’t, well,
go ahead even if  we will be
surprised when you come
up with worrisome capa-
bilities. Put it all together,
and the deal should have
been a far stricter treaty
actually accomplishing
something.

Well, a succeeding presi-
dent, Donald Trump, got
rid of  the deal and began
reinstating sanctions,
something he could not
have done if  it had been a
treaty, and himself
deserved a Nobel Prize for
another achievement. He
and his advisers worked
out a plan, something
called the Abraham
Accords, under which
Arab countries are encour-
aged to establish friendly
relations with Israel. The
march began. Of  course,
after one term, Trump had
a successor, too, namely
Joe Biden, who tried one
thing and then another
that didn’t work until here
we are with Iran-support-
ed Hamas committing one
of  the worst horrors of
recent decades and Israel
fighting back fiercely as a
way of  not being wiped off
the map.

A ruler of  some 90 mil-
lion people, some of  whom
fiercely resent these super
ambitious, cruelty insis-
tent controllers of  their
lives, Iran has a long view
that includes joining with
China and Russia to rule
the world. The three get
together every now and
then, and just as Iran
receives benefits from the
association, its vast
reserves of  oil help meet
China’s energy needs and
it has sent Russia drones
to help kill Ukrainians.

This year’s presidential
debates must address
these issues as well as the
outrageous antisemitism
afflicting us, not least at
elite universities that may
someday be known as
trash-heap universities.
As a nation we have a host
of  issues, and, if  we take it
easy, they won’t. The point
right now is to focus on
2024 as a positive turning
point.

••••••••••
Ambrose is an op-ed

columnist for Tribune News
Service. Readers may email
him at speaktojay@aol.com.

Iran threatens U.S.
in addition to Israel

By CHRIS LAGONI
and TERRY SPRADLIN

Consolidation of  Indiana school
districts has resurfaced as a topic in
policy discussions because of  the
release of  the Indiana Chamber of
Commerce’s Indiana Prosperity 2035
Plan. Not all agree with this propos-
al. The Indiana School Boards Asso-
ciation and the Indiana Small and
Rural Schools Association believe
that local control should prevail.
From our perspective, there is noth-
ing wrong with school consolidation
or re-organization if  it is initiated by
the people in the communities affect-
ed

Previous reviews of  the topic have
failed to consider key aspects of  Indi-
ana’s school funding and policy land-
scape. These fallacies continue in the
current policy debate. We have been
repeatedly told that Indiana is a state
that funds students, not schools. Indi-
ana funds students to attend a vari-
ety of  schools, including small pri-
vate schools, small charter schools,
and small public schools. For certain,
Indiana’s policy of  student-based
funding has fueled the creation of
more charter schools and private
schools, both with student enroll-
ments smaller than even our smallest
school corporations. Today, there are
approximately 105 charter schools in
the state with an average student
enrollment of  436 students. Con-
versely, there are only five school cor-
porations in the state with enroll-
ment below five hundred students.
Indiana’s approach is to have the
state carry more and more varied
and individual expenses for educa-
tion, not to consolidate them.

Indiana’s small and rural school
corporations currently operate thir-
ty-two early college high schools that
enable students to complete the Indi-
ana College Core (30 college credit
hours transferable to any Indiana
public college or university) or an
associate degree while still in high
school. Many Indiana small and
rural high schools are leaders in
Career and Technical Education pro-
gramming, including online course
offerings, even though they do not
have access to large vocational high
schools. It is not perfect, but Indi-

ana’s small and rural schools strive
to deliver a robust curriculum with
Dual Credit, Advanced Placement,
and career education opportunities.

Nearly every year schools in rural
areas close because of  declining pop-
ulation. But Indiana’s school choice
policies have allowed many of  these
schools to immediately re-open as
charter schools, negating the savings
for taxpayers. Parents wanted the
convenience of  the school that was
closest to their home and did not
want their local schools to close. That
is clear. Any conversation about
school consolidation that does not
also attempt to reconcile Indiana’s
school choice policies only considers
half  the issue.

If  the impetus for change is to cre-
ate larger high schools with more
robust curricular offerings, the pro-
posed solution to consolidate just the
district offices misses the mark.
Eliminating a superintendent posi-
tion or a few positions in a central
office does not make a bigger high
school with more robust course offer-
ings. While central office staff  reduc-
tions may result in savings, they may
very well be offset by the new larger
school corporation adding central
office positions to help manage more
schools and educational programs
for more students.

Perhaps the idea of  consolidation
is simply flawed altogether. Central
to any effective economic develop-
ment initiative is a goal to attract
employers and jobs that are high-
wage and high demand. Schools are
the largest employer in many small
towns and rural communities, and
the elimination of  the good-paying,
essential jobs that small schools pro-
vide could cripple the local economy.
Parents choose small schools for
their children because they value
safety, smaller class sizes, and low
taxes. Or they identify with the

school community as the anchor
institution of  their community.
These are close-knit communities
where parents and staff  know one
another personally. If  their school
district is eliminated, and school clo-
sures ensue, these communities suf-
fer.

Let us offer alternatives the Indi-
ana General Assembly could imple-
ment to help communities. First, pro-
vide state grants for planning or fea-
sibility studies for school districts
and communities wanting to exam-
ine consolidation. The last time Indi-
ana provided planning grants from
the Indiana Department of  Educa-
tion, there was a consolidation of  two
school districts (Turkey Run and
Rockville into North Parke).

Secondly, one of  the significant
reasons these discussions have fallen
apart in the past has been the effect
the consolidation will have on local
tax rates. Consolidation of  districts
may impose a higher tax rate on
some residents of  the new district. In
addition, closing a building, expand-
ing another, adding miles of  bus
routes, and/or planning for a future
building could also impact tax rates.
About 10 years ago, the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly forgave $92 million
dollars in charter school debt for
closed schools. A similar approach
could be taken to help communities
wanting to consolidate. School dis-
tricts carry debt, and another com-
munity may not want to inherit the
duty of  paying for debt obligations
previously incurred. Elimination of
debt obligations would help facilitate
additional consolidations.

Our belief  is that consolidations
should remain a local decision. Any
state mandate forcing consolidation
would be contrary to all other school
choice policies because it pushes less
school choice for rural communities.
This is why any conversation about
school consolidation must also be
part of  the school choice policy con-
versation if  one is needed at all.

••••••••••
Lagoni is executive director of  the

Indiana Small and Rural Schools
Association and Spradlin is executive
director of  the Indiana School Boards
Association.
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Purdue Ag News
Registration is open for

the 2024 Indiana Small
Farm Conference. 

The 12th annual confer-
ence and trade show will be
held Feb. 29 and March 1 at
the Hendricks County Fair-
grounds in Danville.

Michael Kilpatrick,
founder of  Growing Farm-
ers and host of  “Thriving
Farmer Podcast” will be
the keynote speaker.

This year’s conference

will offer eight tracks from
which attendees can choose
sessions that interest them:

•Urban agriculture
•Vegetable production
•Business
•Livestock
•Resilient agriculture
•Niche opportunities
•Equity and food security
•Flowers
“A new and exciting ses-

sion called Fiber Farming
will include a presentation
about sheep, alpaca and

rabbit farming for fiber,”
said Amy Thompson, Pur-
due Extension’s beginning
farmers coordinator and a
conference organizer.
“There will also be a fruit
grafting demonstration
during the social hour on
Thursday evening and sev-
eral farmer panels and
opportunities for network-
ing.”

For more information
or to sign up, visit pur-
due.ag/sfc.

By EMILY C. DOOLEY
University of California, Davis

Research led by University of  Califor-
nia, Davis, sheds new light on how to
access the sugars locked up in plant mate-
rials to convert byproducts into new feed-
stocks to produce fuels, materials and
chemicals.

Converting grasses, weeds, wood and
other plant residues into sustainable prod-
ucts normally produced using petroleum
products will be key to achieving carbon
neutrality.

“We want to utilize plant residues and
there is a lot of  plant waste out there,”
said Tina Jeoh, a professor of  biological
and agricultural engineering at UC Davis.

The research, published in the journal
Green Chemistry, will help lower the tech-
nological barrier and make it easier for
the sustainable conversion of  plant mate-
rial, including agricultural byproducts,
Jeoh said.

Jeoh used a spectromicroscopy tool at
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
to measure enzyme reactions in real time
to changes in the environment. The tech-
nology allows for simultaneous imaging
and chemical analysis.

Biocatalysts, which accelerate chemical
reactions, need sugars for certain conver-

sions, such as fermentation. Cheap,
renewable and sustainable sugars that
don’t compete with food demands are key
to that transformation.

“These sugars are key to establishing a
bioeconomy built on cycling renewable
carbon for biofuel, biochemical and bio-
material alternatives to fossil fuel sourced
versions,” Jeoh said.

Finding a better way to unlock sugars
could advance the technology used in sus-
tainable production operations.

“The emerging biomanufacturing
industry is developing new catalysts to
make compounds that will replace fossil
fuels,” Jeoh said. “Most of  these are based
in fermentation technology and there’s
still this question of  ‘Where does the
sugar come from?’ How are enzymes inter-
acting at the surface of  the plant residues
to efficiently break bonds to release sug-
ars?”

The technology at the Berkeley Lab,
which was funded through a U.S. Depart-
ment of  Energy program, allows
researchers to analyze infrared wave-
lengths and characterize biochemical
processes in both place and time.

“It actually really confirmed a lot of
what we thought we were seeing, which is
very exciting,” Jeoh said.

Agriculture residues may
be used for fuel, chemicals

By ASHLEY MIZNAZI
Miami Herald
Tribune News Service

MIAMI — Seaweed poses all
sorts of  problems when it piles
up on South Florida beaches. It
stinks, spoils the view and makes
swimming icky. It’s also pricey to
haul off  to the landfill, which
currently is the only viable dis-
posal option.

Someday maybe a ton of  sar-
gassum might be worth its
weight in, if  not gold, maybe fer-
tilizer.

Turning seaweed into plant
food is one of  six proposals that
Miami-Dade is considering as
part of  a county effort to find
new ways to deal with a seaweed
surge that scientists expect cli-
mate change will only make
worse. Other potential pilot proj-
ects could explore converting sar-
gassum into building material,
types of  “green” fuel and even an
additive that could help reduce
erosion of  the beaches where the
sargassum winds up.

These ideas spring from an
invitation for fresh approaches
offered last year by the Miami-
Dade Innovation Authority, a
nonprofit that connects local gov-
ernment to private technology
companies. The agency has now
selected six finalists to come up
with environmentally friendly
ways to get rid of  all the seaweed
that annually piles up on South
Florida’s shores. At least three
winners, expected to be selected
later this month, will each get
$100,000 to take on a challenge
complicated by the fact that sar-
gassum often contains unhealthy
levels of  heavy metals and
arsenic.

“The [project’s] primary pur-
pose is ecological,” Mayor
Daniella Levine Cava told the
Miami Herald when the project
launched in July. “Not filling up
the landfills with a product that
ideally doesn’t need to go in the
landfill. It’s not garbage. It’s not
waste. It’s organic, and we hope
there will be other uses for it.”

Here’s a look at the proposals:
Creating ‘green hydrogen’

Chemergy was incorporated in
Miami in 2011 by a family with a
dream of  producing low-cost
renewable “green hydrogen” fuel
from organic and plastic waste.
Maybe sargassum could be part
of  that waste stream, too.

“We thought the seaweed
would be a logical thing to throw
into our system,” said Melahn
Parker, the president of  Chemer-
gy, which he co-founded with his
father, Robin. “Our facility is
near the source of  the seaweed
and it’s a way to completely elim-
inate it.”

The system uses a chemical
process that takes organic mate-
rial and burns and separates it
into hydrogen, carbon dioxide
and ash.

The hope is that when putting
sargassum through the system,
all the “bad stuff” like the sili-

cone, lead, sand and magnesium
mixed within the sargassum
should turn to ash, Robin Parker
said.

Beyond that, The CO2 is
sequestered and the hydrogen
can be stored to one day be put
into the grid or be used for trans-
portation. It’s a greener fuel
option too: if  you can run a car
on hydrogen, water would come
out of  the exhaust pipe.

In the past, the company has
worked with the Department of
Energy.

“I think this can be the cheap-
est solution,” Melahn Parker
said. “It’s just burdened by high
equipment costs now.”

Helping plants grow
EcoChar, a company based in

The Netherlands, applied to burn
the sargassum into an agricul-
tural product called biochar.
Biochar contains mineral ash,
phosphorus, potassium, magne-
sium and fixed carbon that can
be used as a soil additive that
increases water retention.

Seaweed would be a new mate-
rial for the company to work
with. Usually, they deal with ani-
mal manure. They have projects
in Georgia and Pennsylvania and
are processing turkey manure at
a farm in Saudi Arabia too.

Shane McGolden, the U.S.
based EcoChar spokesperson,
said when organic material is
burned into char, the heavy met-
als are locked and stored.

The equipment, however, is not
portable and goes for millions.
McGolden wasn’t able to identify
who at the company applied or
how the company would be able

to help the county with the
$100,000 grant budget.

Protecting the coast
ShoreLock, located in down-

town Miami, makes a product
designed to reduce coastal ero-
sion by strengthening the chemi-
cal bond between water and
sand. According to the company,
adding this product to sand
should slow down how much the
tide pulls the sand back into the
ocean and mitigate erosion.

Blayne Ross, the CEO of  Shore-
Lock, said the current mixture
starts with breaking down plant-
based material and that sargas-
sum could be potentially be
added. He believes the company’s
process would strip out heavy
metals or toxins.

“What was really cool about
the challenge for us was being
able to take the sargassum to pro-
tect the coastline,” Ross said.

If  they receive the money, their
next step is to partner with uni-
versities to see how Shorelock
would perform in a wave tank.

Fertilizer for farmers
Algas Organics is a startup

that turns the island of  St.
Lucia’s sargassum into fertilizer
that U.S. farmers buy. The
founder, Johanan Dujon, noticed
the sargassum pileups at his
home on St. Lucia beaches and
the eastern Caribbean in 2014
hurting the tourism economy. He
now wants to explore collecting
sargassum off  of  Miami’s beach-
es, where he spends part of  his
time.

Algas Organic’s patented
hybrid fermentation process

removes heavy metals and
processes over 1,000,000 pounds
of  seaweed per year, the Algas
Organics website said.

Building material
Adar Technologies thinks that

it can dry and sanitize seaweed
with a machine that breaks down
material at the speed of  sound.
The end product is a fine, dry and
odorless powder with 90% of  its
original moisture content
removed.

The team is based in Wyoming
and Arizona, but their equip-
ment is all housed in a shipping
container that can be transport-
ed. The machine is relatively
simple, 13 feet long and 9 feet tall,
with material going in one side
and coming out the other. So far,
they’ve tested it on 70 different
materials and are eager to try the
sargassum.

The powder could be used in
building materials, or potentially
a feed stock or fertilizer product.
Right now, those options are off
the table because of  heavy metals
and arsenic levels in seaweed.
One part of  their proposal to the
county was to test whether build-
ing material with sargassum
might leach out any dangerous
compounds.

“Some people have some great
technology to treat the heavy
metal already, and some are in
the competition with us, so we’ll
see where they end up but we do
not,” said Doug Farrington, the
chief  operating officer at Adar
Technologies.

Biogas
YA Maof  Holdings and Man-

agement has projects around the
world with a focus on waste and
water treatment. Some of  their
past projects include an organic
waste to energy facility in Punta
Cana, Dominican Republic and a
recycling site in Israel.

Sargassum isn’t a new
endeavor for the company. In
2018 they worked with the gov-
ernment in the Mexican state of
Quintana Roo, which reported
that in 2018, 522,226 tons of  sar-
gassum were collected from the
coasts. By using algae waste, YA
Maof  Holdings and Manage-
ment said they could create a
biogas.

What’s next
Once the finalists are chosen,

The Nature Conservancy, a glob-
al conservation organization,
will advise and evaluate the can-
didates while they test their
products during the Spring 2024
sargassum season alongside
Miami-Dade County and its
partnering organizations.

Though summer 2023 turned
out to be far less than the mas-
sive sargassum explosion some
scientists had expected, the
threat of  more waves of  seaweed
in the future remains. Scientists
believe warming ocean waters
are giving the sargassum a hos-
pitable place to prosper.

“Increasing sargassum
blooms are attributable to many
factors, including changes in
ocean currents, extreme weath-
er, and warming waters associat-
ed with climate change,” said
Morgan Higman, the Florida cli-
mate strategy director at The
Nature Conservancy.

Seaweed considered as plant food

Farm conference set

Tribune News Service/Miami Herald/Pedro Portal

Heavy equipment start cleaning the seashore from seaweed after a 2019 press conference by Miami Dade County
and City of Miami Beach elected officials announcing the Miami-Dade County’s removal operation for sargassum/seaweed on
Miami Beach in Miami. Turning seaweed into plant food is one of six proposals that Miami-Dade is considering as part of a
county effort to find new ways to deal with a seaweed surge that scientists expect climate change will only make worse.
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Continued from page 8
After the game, Brown

was heated that the foul
was overturned and
called for the league to
investigate the matter.

“I think he obviously
hit me in the head,”
Brown told reporters. “I
think we definitely need
to do some investigation,
that’s all I’m going to say. I
think that was an obvious
one. Like I’ve never heard
of  (the) head (is) part of
the ball. It doesn’t make
any sense to me. And I
asked him. I went up and
asked … like did I get hit
in the head? He looks me
straight in the face, (offi-
cial) James (Williams),
and he says, ‘No, you did-
n’t get hit in the head.’
And I’m like, ‘OK.’ …

“Like that cost our team
the game, and you expect
us not to be frustrated,
you know what I mean?
We’re trying to build
great habits. We’re trying
to win as many games as
possible, and we just
dropped one because of
that. So, I feel like we got
the right to be upset and
the league should under-
stand. Of  course we’re
going to say something
about it after the game, so
I don’t think there should
be any fines. But I defi-
nitely think that one
should be investigated.”

Brown claimed that
Williams wasn’t telling

the truth when asking
him if  he got hit in the
head.

“I asked him, did I get
hit in the head?” Brown
said. “Because that was
the one question I wanted
to make sure that we
both… and he said, no.
And I asked him again,
are you sure? And he said
yes. That’s what pissed me
off. Because I know I got
hit in the head. And then
you see the replay, it’s
pretty obvious that I got
hit in the head, and then
you look me in my eye and
tell me that I didn’t?”

On the ensuing posses-
sion, Porzingis was ruled
to make contact with
Mathurin on his shot
attempt, but similar to the
Brown play, the league
said the contact was mar-
ginal.

“Porzingis (BOS) is
above the ball and legally
contests Mathurin’s (IND)
shot attempt, with some
incidental arm contact
occurring concurrent
with the block,” the Last
2-Minute Report said.
“Referees conducted a
replay review to deter-
mine if  the foul was
called with no time
remaining on the clock,
and determined it was
called before the expira-
tion of  time. The clock
was reset with 0.6 remain-
ing on the clock. The foul
itself  was not a review-

able matter under this
replay trigger.”

The Last 2-Minute
Report also said that the
officials missed a call
before the Porzingis foul.
As the Pacers were
inbounding with two sec-
onds left, Myles Turner
should have been called
for an illegal moving
screen on Derrick White,
the league said.

“Turner (IND) turns
his lower body into White
(BOS) and delivers con-
tact during the screen,”
the report said.

While the final calls
were unfortunate, Maz-
zulla did recognize that
the game was not decided
on them. The Celtics gave
up 44 points in the third
quarter in an atrocious
defensive second half
against a Pacers team
that lost All-Star guard
Tyrese Haliburton to
injury in the first half.

“Close games, like we
always talk about, they
aren’t necessarily won in
the last few minutes,”
Mazzulla said. “We took
the lead, up two, battled
back. But that third quar-
ter, they just played with a
little bit of  inspiration,
almost. …

“We all have to be better
on defense. No 25-point
quarters and a 44-point
quarter isn’t good enough
for us to win, so we all
have to be better in that.”
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
Janurary 13th, 2024

9:30 A.M.
50 YEAR CHEVROLET
COLLECTION - GAS &

OIL
ITEMS:

Gas & oil items to
include: Marathon,

Quaker State, Kendall,
Case, Singer; 1955-
1986 Chevrolet radios

AM
& AM/FM mostly

Chevrolet, some Ponti-
ac, Mopar &

Ford; Holley, Carter & Q-
Jets carburetors; Muncie

& Borg
Warner 4-speed trans-
missions; 1961-1969
Chevrolet Impala &
Chevelle; Nova oil
pan(early V8); Coca-

Cola glass
face clock; Budweiser
double sided sign; Mare-

mont
Muffler double sided

clock(works); 1965-1966
SS hubcap sets; 67

Corvette drivers door; 2ft
30 inch shears; a few
hand tools; and many
other items not listed.
MIKE LININGER
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
accepting applications
for two full-time Police
Officers now until Janu-
ary 21st. Starting salary
of $52,387. Lateral trans-
fer with sign on bonus of
$5,000 paid over a 3-
year term for ILEA tier
one graduates. Benefits:
Paid vacation, holidays,
sick and personal days.
Health and dental bene-
fits offered, Specialty
pay, 13 Holidays, $1,000
annual clothing allot-
ment, and 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Must be 21 years of age
and no older than 40
years of age by date of
appointment. Agility tests
to be announced for non-
members of 1977 police
and fire retirement fund.
Applications can be
picked up at the Portland
Police Department.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

WANTED FARMLAND
TO RENT 4th Genera-
tion Geneva farmers
looking for farmland to
cash rent near Gene-
va/Bryant/Berne. You
decide payment dates.
Don’t wait, last year we
filled up. Call Steve at
(419) 376-4456 
AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 
Circulation

Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS GET IT IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you
might find in

The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new
home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141
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726-8141

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Girls wrestling state at Koko-

mo – 11 a.m.; Girls basketball ACAC tournament
vs. Adams Central – 6 p.m.; Boys basketball
ACAC tournament vs. Adams Central – 7:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at Delphos
St. John’s – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — JV boys wrestling regional at Tri–

9 a.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls bowling vs. Minster at

McBo’s Lanes – 9:15 a.m.; Boys bowling vs. Min-
ster at Versailles – 1 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer: TSG 1899 Hof-
fenheim at Bayern Munchen (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Min-
nesota at Indiana (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Dayton at
Duquesne (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Sacramento Kings at
Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN); Indiana Pacers at
Atlanta Hawks (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: DePaul
at Villanova (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Wright
State at Youngstown State (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Nebraska at Iowa (BTN)

10 p.m. — NBA: New Orleans Pelicans at Den-
ver Nuggets (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Boise
State at Nevada (ESPN2)

Saturday
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Fulham at

Chelsea (USA)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ten-

nessee at Georgia (ESPN2); Syracuse at North
Carolina (ESPN); Northwestern at Wisconsin

(BTN); Seton Hall at Butler (FS1)
12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: VCU

at La Salle (USA)
12:30 a.m. — Premier League: Manchester

City at Newcastle Unite (USA)
1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: St. John’s

at Creighton (FOX)
1 p.m. — NHL: New York Rangers at Washing-

ton Capitals (ABC)
2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: San Diego

State at New Mexico (CBS); Kentucky at Texas
A&M (ESPN); Xavier at Providence (FS1); Virginia
at Wake Forest (ESPN2); Bradley at UIC (Bally Indi-
ana)

2:15 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Penn
State at Purdue (BTN)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Kansas
State at Texas Tech (ESPN2); Arkansas at Florida
(ESPN)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Seton
Hall at Xavier (FS1)

4:30 p.m. — NFL: Cleveland Browns at Hous-
ton Texans (NBC)

4:30 p.m. — Men’s college hockey: Michigan
State at Penn State (BTN)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Houston
at TCU (ESPN); Oklahoma State at Iowa State
(ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Men’s college hockey: Notre Dame
at Ohio State (BTN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Drake at
Southern Illinois (ESPN2); Cincinnati at Baylor
(ESPN)

8 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Indiana
at Iowa (FOX)

8 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at St. Louis
Blues (Bally Indiana)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: USC at
Cal (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — Boxing: Artur Beterbiev vs. Callum
Smith (ESPN)

Local notes
Tickets for sale

The Jay County High School athletic depart-

ment will have tickets for the boys and girls Allen
County Athletic Conference basketball tourna-
ment for sale through today at 12 p.m.

Tickets for all three sessions will cost $10.
Tickets for a single session will only be sold at
the door for $6.

Tryouts scheduled
Tryouts for A League of Our Own Independent

Baseball League is hosting a tryout at the Mojo-
Up Sports indoor Complex in Noblesville on Jan.
30.

Anyone 19-years-old or older that is looking for
the opportunity to continue playing baseball can
try out.

The league begins play on Aug. 31 and runs
through Oct. 19, playing 50 games in 50 days.

To sign up or for more information on the
league, visit www.alooo247.com, call (205) 264-
1468 or email 411@alooo247.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
Dabo contract
Alabama clause

Swinney made news in
2019 when it was revealed
his contract extension at
that time included an
“Alabama clause” that
made his buyout higher if
he left to coach that school
as opposed to any other
program.

That clause was main-
tained in his 2022 contract
extension and outlines how

Swinney’s annual employ-
ee buyout if  he leaves to
coach Alabama is 1.5 times
higher annually than it is
for any other college job.
According to his contract,
“Should Employee termi-
nate early for the purpose
of  accepting employment
in another position with
duties of  or substantially
similar to a collegiate head
coach,” Swinney would
owe Clemson:

— 2024: $7.5 million

(Alabama); $5 million
(other)

— 2025: $6 million
(Alabama); $4 million
(other)

— 2026: $4.5 million
(Alabama); $3 million
(other)

— 2027: $4.5 million
(Alabama); $3 million
(other)

— 2028: $3 million
(Alabama); $2 million
(other)

— 2029: $3 million

(Alabama); $2 million
(other)

— 2030: $1.5 million
(Alabama); $1 million
(other)

— 2031: N/A (Alabama);
N/A (other)

The contract also states
that there’s “no amount
owed” if  Swinney accepts
an NFL head coach posi-
tion and that “Employee
shall notify Director of
Athletics prior to discus-
sions by Employee or his

agents for other employ-
ment.”

Clemson athletic direc-
tor Graham Neff  said in
September 2022 he saw that
heightened buyout specific
to Alabama, and Swinney’s
high buyout in general, as
a sign of  his “commitment
to Clemson.”

“If  you were to look at
the market for the buyouts,
Coach’s buyout to Clemson
even before any of  the addi-
tive for Alabama specifical-

ly is the highest (number)
of  his market, the top 10
markets.” Neff  said. “That
commitment that he has to
Clemson sets the market …
that’s how I see those buy-
out dollars, because there’s
a lot of  (buyouts) around
the country and the market
that aren’t a whole lot, if
anything.”

“So even those dollars
there from Coach are
emblematic of  his commit-
ment to Clemson.”

Swinney ...

Porzingis ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

To the rim
Fort Recovery’s Cameron Muhlenkamp powers up for a layup

in the Indians’ 51-36 blowout of Ansonia on Tuesday.
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Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Jay hosts Adams Central
for ACAC tournament,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Lethal Leuthold
Saige Leuthold of Fort Recovery High School puts up a mid-

range jumper during a 51-32 win over Ansonia on Tuesday. Leuthold
had 10 points, including shooting 4-for-4 from the free throw line.

By CHAPEL FOWLER
The State
Tribune News Service

For years, rumors have
swirled that Clemson foot-
ball coach Dabo Swinney
would be a top target for
the Alabama job when
Nick Saban decided to
move on.

As of  Wednesday after-
noon, that’s being put to
the test.

Following an ESPN
report that Saban, 72, was
retiring after winning six
national championships
at Alabama, a handful of
national reporters infor-
mally connected Swinney
to the Crimson Tide, with
dozens of  other social
media users chiming in on
the potential fit.

Alabama coaching
search list

ESPN’s Pete Thamel
said in a post on X (for-
merly Twitter) that Swin-
ney was part of  his “quick
projected target list” of
candidates for the Crim-
son Tide, while The
Action Network’s Brett
McMurphy reported Ore-
gon coach Dan Lanning is

expected to be Alabama’s
top target.

Thamel also included
Washington coach Kalen
DeBoer, Penn State coach
James Franklin, Florida
State coach Mike Norvell
and Notre Dame coach
Marcus Freeman on his
short list. As one of  the
top programs in the sport,
Alabama can naturally
cast a wide net and target
high-profile sitting coach-
es.

Swinney, who just com-
pleted his 15th season as
Clemson’s full-time coach,
has deep ties to the state
and the program. He’s a
Pelham, Alabama, native,
and lettered three years at
Alabama as a wide receiv-
er (1990-92) for legendary
coach Gene Stallings.

He also coached there as
a graduate assistant, wide
receivers coach and tight
ends coach from 1993-2000
before arriving at Clem-
son in 2003 as receivers
coach. He’s been with the
Tigers ever since, winning
national championships
in 2016 and 2018 and
becoming the winningest
coach in program history.

Swinney is in the sec-
ond season of  a 10-year,
$115 million contract he
signed in September 2022
that keeps him under con-
tract through 2031. His
total salary for 2023 was
$10.75 million, the second
highest in the country
behind Saban, according
to a USA TODAY Sports
database.

Swinney, 54, had a few
viral clashes with fans
during Clemson’s 2023 sea-
son, at one point insinuat-
ing the Tigers losing a few
games might help “lighten
the bandwagon.” He also
had a viral rant on his
radio show in response to
a fan, identified as Tyler
from Spartanburg, ques-
tioning his credentials
and high salary.

“I work for the board of
trustees, the president and
the AD,” Swinney said Oct
30 as part of  a rant that
made national waves.
“And if  they’re tired of  me
leading this program, all
they gotta do is let me
know. I’ll go somewhere
else where there is an
appreciation.”

See Swinney page 7

Swinney’s name floated
to replace Nick Saban

By STEVE HEWITT
Boston Herald
Tribune News Service

Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla said he
couldn’t wait until 4 p.m. on Tuesday when
the NBA would release its Last 2-Minute
Report from their controversial loss to the
Pacers. He probably wasn’t thrilled with
what he read.

In the final seconds of  their 133-131 loss
to the Pacers, two calls went against the
Celtics that led to the defeat. With three
seconds left, Jaylen Brown was fouled by
Buddy Hield on a go-ahead shot attempt
before the call was reversed following a
Pacers challenge. Moments later, Kristaps
Porzingis was whistled for fouling
Bennedict Mathurin on a 3-point attempt
with 0.6 seconds left, leading to Indiana’s
game-winning free throws.

In its Last 2-Minute Report on Tuesday,
the NBA ruled that the overturn call on
Hield’s foul of  Brown – when he made con-
tact with Brown’s head – was the correct
decision, saying that Hield made inciden-

tal contact of  Brown’s head. But the league
said that Porzingis should not have been
called for the foul on Mathurin.

On the Hield foul of  Brown that was
overturned, the league said: “On replay
review, the coach’s challenge of  the shoot-
ing foul on Hield (IND) was deemed suc-
cessful. The video clearly shows that Hield
reaches forward and makes contact with
the ball from behind Brown (BOS). While
in contact with the ball, Hield also makes
minimal contact with Brown’s head, and
on review that contact was correctly
deemed incidental. As the rulebook makes
clear, the mere fact that contact occurs
does not necessarily constitute a foul; con-
tact which is incidental to an effort by a
player to defend an opponent, reach a loose
ball, or perform normal defensive or offen-
sive movements is not considered illegal.
Play resumed with IND possession, since
Nesmith (IND) had imminent possession
at the point of  interruption.”

See Porzingis page 7

NBA report admits
Porzingis foul was wrong


