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Barbara Elzey, 63, Eaton
Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture climbed to 50 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 41.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 30s. Expect
cloudy skies Saturday with a
high in the mid 40s and a
chance of  rain in the after-
noon.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Pennville Town Council has
scheduled a special meeting
for 6 p.m. tonight at town hall,
105 N. Washington St. The
meeting is being held to dis-
cuss the replacement of  the
water and sewage superin-
tendent.

Saturday — Coverage of
today’s Portland Redevelop-
ment Commission meeting.

Tuesday — Results from
the boys wrestling sectional
tournament at Jay County.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A Jay County Jail
inmate’s death has been
ruled as no fault of  the
county.

Results from several toxi-
cology tests following the
November death of  Kevin
T. Whitted, then an occu-
pant at the jail, indicated
his death resulted from
hypertensive cardiovascu-
lar disease and chronic sub-
stance use.

Jay County coroner
Michael Brewster con-
firmed the test results
arrived Wednesday, just
over two months after
Whitted’s death.

According to a press
release from Indiana State
Police, he was being held
alone in a padded cell at Jay
County Jail and monitored
via surveillance video. Jail
staff  noticed him fall for-
ward about 7:22 a.m. Nov. 20
and they called Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service and
performed CPR on him.

Whitted was transported
to IU Health Jay, where he
was later pronounced dead.
At the time, Indiana State
Police said in the press
release that Whitted’s
death had been suspected to
be the result of  a medical
condition related to drug
addiction withdrawal
symptoms. According to
Jay County Sheriff  Ray
Newton, Whitted had been
getting treatment for his
symptoms. Newton called
Indiana State Police to
investigate the case.

An autopsy was conduct-
ed Nov. 21. Several tests
were conducted in the last
few months and shipped to
National Medical Services
(NMS) Labs. (On average,
results are typically
received between four and
six weeks.)

Whitted’s criminal histo-
ry includes several charges
related to drug possession,
specifically narcotic drugs,
and driving offenses. Last
year, he pleaded guilty to
possession of  a narcotic
drug, a Level 6 felony, in Jay
Circuit Court, and was sen-
tenced to 16 months in Indi-
ana Department of  Correc-
tion. He was being held at
the jail until he could be
transported to prison to
serve his sentence.

Continuing the
conversation

Heart disease
contributed 

to death
of inmate

County
ruled
at no
fault

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Ask questions, and
keep having conversa-
tions.

Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition led a
community forum
Wednesday about plans
for recovery housing.

Jay County Opioid Set-
tlement Taskforce has
been looking into poten-
tial locations for a sober
living facility for months.
In December, the group
preliminarily selected a
house in Redkey, and Jay
County Commissioners
approved a $35,000
request from National
Opioid Settlement dollars
to conduct a feasibility
study on the home and
put down earnest money.
After backlash from Red-
key residents, who noted
a lack of  amenities and
resources as well as safety
concerns in their town,
commissioners rescinded
the funding. In response,
the task force pulled its
offer on the house and is
now looking elsewhere.

Local residents and
task force members met

Wednesday to continue
dialogue about the proj-
ect.

Plans
Jay County Drug Pre-

vention Coalition would

operate the facility for
males, serving between 15
and 18 residents in a
roughly 5,000-square-foot
building. (The task force
initially chose the Redkey
home because of  its price

and square footage,
although it visited six
other locations through-
out the county.) There
would also be one employ-
ee working at the facility
at all times.

New residents would
have their rent supple-
mented by Recovery
Works dollars through
Indiana Family and
Social Services Adminis-
tration. Once employed,
residents would begin
paying rent.

Residents would be vet-
ted before being accepted.
Rules for the sober living
facility are still in the
works, although plans are
for residents to follow a
structured schedule.
They’d also have links to
services, such as health
treatment, life skill train-
ing or spiritual guidance,
as well as employers.

“It’s their recovery, and
we meet them where
they’re at to help them,”
said Kimbra Reynolds,
executive director at Jay
County Drug Prevention
Coalition.

Answering a question
from Redkey resident

Mark Leavell about how
the facility will handle
relapses or residents
causing issues, Reynolds
noted some places will
evict residents immedi-
ately, some vote on the
matter and others work
with the individual to get
them treatment.

After a new potential
location has been select-
ed, the task force will
need to conduct a feasibil-
ity study on the property
to find out if  it is viable.
There are currently no
offers on the table or a
projected completion
date.

Presentations
A few representatives

gave informational pre-
sentations Wednesday.

Several of  Jay County’s
statistics are significant-
ly above the state average
for drug use, noted
Reynolds, such as for opi-
oid-involved opioid
deaths, non-fatal emer-
gency department visits
related to opioids and
heroin and methamphet-
amine treatment rates.
See Conversation page 2
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Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition led a community forum about recovery housing Wednesday. Pictured above,
a large crowd gathered in the room at IU Health Jay. Several local residents wore t-shirts bearing the words “no more stigma,
no more shame.” Other folks from other counties also attended, including representatives from Hope House in Marion.

Forum offers info on recovery housing

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The unemployment rate
dropped significantly last month.
The state ranking improved a bit
as well.

According to estimates Indiana
Department of  Workforce Devel-
opment released Wednesday, Jay
County was tied for the 44th-low-
est unemployment rate in the
state in December at 2.6%.

The local rate dropped by 0.7
percentage points from Novem-
ber. It was up 0.2 percentage
points from December 2022.

Jay County had been in among
the counties with lower unem-
ployment rates in Indiana, com-

ing in at 30th-lowest in August
and 27th-lowest in October. It had
climbed to 34th-highest in the
state in November before drop-
ping back again last month. It
was tied with Allen, Clark, Mar-
shall, Parke, Vanderburgh and
Washington counties.

Unemployment trended down
last month, with every county

adjacent to Jay seeing a decline
of  at least 0.4 percentage points.
The state rate fell by 0.6 percent-
age points to 2.8%.

“As core inflation abates and
the economy normalizes, Indiana
remains in a strong economic
position,” said department of
workforce development commis-
sioner Richard Paulk in a press

release Tuesday. “Private employ-
ment grew throughout the year
and the Department of  Workforce
Development continues to part-
ner with employers and our
regional offices in connecting tal-
ent to jobs and providing neces-
sary training to meet the state’s
employment needs.”

Daviess County continued its
strong run as its unemployment
rate dropped to 1.9%. Clinton and
Dubois counties were next at 2%.

Howard County had by far the
highest unemployment rate in
Indiana at 6.4%. Lake County was
next at 4.7%, and every other
county in the state came in at
lower than 4%.

Area rates are as follows:
Adams County: 2.4%, down 0.6

percentage points, tied for 14th-
lowest

Blackford County: 3.3%, down
0.7 percentage points, tied for
ninth-highest

Delaware County: 3.2%, down
0.8 percentage points, tied for
14th-highest

Jay County: 2.6%, down 0.7 per-
centage points, tied for 44th-low-
est

Randolph County: 2.8%, down
0.5 percentage points, tied for
32nd-highest

Wells County: 2.4%, down 0.4
percentage points, tied for 24th-
lowest

Jay unemployment rate dropped to 2.6%
County was tied for the

44th-lowest mark in state

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jake Martz, a prevention leader at Jay
County Drug Prevention Coalition pictured above,
has been sober for 13 years from
methamphetamine. Martz talked about the
recovery process for residents in Jay County,
saying it isn’t ideal currently. “We’ve got to do
something,” he said.



By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Lawmakers moved sever-
al meaty health care bills
forward Wednesday,
though many have a fiscal
component that will trig-
ger additional scrutiny.

Many supporters and
advocates saw two bills
heard before the Senate
health committee as com-
panion bills, with one fund-
ing seed money for commu-
nities to start programs
and another aimed at sus-
taining those services. 

Under Senate Bill 10, the
Division of  Mental Health
and Addiction, housed
under the Family and
Social Services Adminis-
tration, would oversee the
Community Cares Initia-
tive Grant Pilot Program
and its accompanying
fund. But Senate Bill 142
would provide a mecha-
nism for ongoing funding
by requiring reimburse-
ment for medical services
for mobile integrated
health.

Author Sen. Scott Baldin,
R-Noblesville, said he saw
Senate Bill 10 as a way to
reduce public safety
expenses by creating pro-
grams for non-emergency
calls often routed to first
responders. Communities
could cater such offerings
to address mental health,
addiction, homelessness,
elder care or maternity
care deserts.

“Imagine a team of  peo-
ple — or one person in a
very small community —
whose sole job it is to be
proactive instead of  reac-
tive. Whose sole job is to
understand every single
resource in your communi-
ty, be it food insecurity,
places to find food or hous-
ing, mental health,” Bald-
win said. “(This is) encour-
aging local communities to
adopt this type of  response
by providing seed money
and encouraging them to
put their own money in

and sustain it for more
than three years.”

Sens. Ed Charbonneau
and Mike Crider, both
members of  the committee,
said they saw this bill as a
continuation of  their 2023
legislative efforts to reform
public health funding and
988 crisis line funding,
respectively. 

Several mayors testified
in support of  the bill, point-
ing to how their communi-
ty could use the funding to
redirect 911 calls to other
services or connect with
residents before a mental
health crisis. 

Noblesville Mayor Chris
Jensen, who approached
Baldwin with the idea for
the legislation, said
his community’s
program launched just
weeks before the COVID-19
pandemic surged in early
2020. 

••••••••••
This story has been edit-

ed for length. For the full
version, visit indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Barbara Elzey
Jan. 3, 1961-Jan. 23, 2024

Barbara Ann Elzey, age 63, of
Eaton, Indiana, passed away on Tues-
day, Jan. 23, 2024, at her residence. 

She was born in Portland on Jan. 3,
1961, the daughter of  Veryl and Clari-
bel (Stanton) Elzey. Barbara had
worked for Meridian Foods in Eaton
and Peyton’s in Bluffton. She enjoyed
doing crafts.

Surviving are one son, Robert
Bunch (wife: April) of  Pennville; and
one daughter, Leigh Cooley (Danny

Stocker) of  Portland;
two brothers, Carl
Elzey of  Hartford City
and Kevin Elzey Sr. of
Andrews; and four
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in
death by a sister,
Judith Fausett.

Visitation will be
Friday, Jan. 26, from 11 to 11:45 a.m.
in the Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with graveside services in the Gravel
Hill Cemetery west of  Bryant to fol-
low.

Memorials can be made to Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home to help
with the services.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Elzey

Continued from page 1
In 2023, seven individuals

— they had been recently
released from Jay County Jail —
died from overdoses. (One over-
dose death happened within 12
hours, and another occurred
within two days.)

Currently there are 22 Jay
County Jail inmates charged
with drug-related crimes, con-
tinued Reynolds. Fourteen of
those charged are men. A major-
ity of  them have multiple
charges, scaling to as many as
nine separate drug charges for a
total of  50 charges among the
men.

Individuals who have been
through a recovery residence
program have a 20% better
chance of  sobriety, she later
noted.

“Recovery homes are safe
places for individuals to come
who want recovery,” said
Reynolds.

Cassie Alexander, a licensed
clinical social worker and addic-
tions counselor with IU Health
Jay, talked about the impact trau-
ma can have on a child and how
it can affect their adulthood.

“When trauma occurs earlier

in life, the risk for substance use
increases,” she explained. “The
more trauma a person has, the
more likely they’re to develop a
substance use disorder or to
struggle with substances.”

Approximately 63% of  sub-
stance use cases can be attrib-
uted to adverse childhood expe-
rience, such as verbal, physical
or sexual abuse, domestic vio-
lence, parental mental health or
substance use issues, neglect of
basic needs, parental incarcera-
tion  or divorce. Trauma leaves
individuals 40% more likely to
struggle with anger and 80%
more likely to engage in inter-
partner violence, she added.

“Sometimes, when we think
about growing up in that kind of
situation, we’re not really learn-
ing healthy coping skills,” said
Alexander. “A lot of  the individ-
uals that I work with really
struggle with just learning how
to deal with life, right? It’s not
even just the bad emotions, but
it’s also the good ones.”

Jake Martz, a youth life coach
and drug prevention leader with
Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition, is a Marion resident
in long-term recovery. Now 13

years sober from using metham-
phetamine, he likened addiction
recovery in the Jay community
to frogs in a dirty pond.

“You take the frog out, you
clean him off, and then where do
you put him?” asked Martz.
“What happens when he gets
back in the pond? He gets dirty
again. Why would we expect that
frog to be clean? It was our
choice to put the frog back into a
dirty pond. So a recovery home
is just another way that we can
work on making the pond
clean.”

He noted concerns from Red-
key residents, specifically those
shared in a letter to the editor
published in The Commercial
Review on Jan. 16 about a lack of
amenities in Redkey.

“We’ve all been touched, in
one way or another, in this com-
munity by the effects of  sub-
stance use,” continued Martz.
“Because it exists here. But the
solution doesn’t.”

Living in a community with
less than ideal conditions for
substance use is the reality
many deal with, added Martz.

Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition meets monthly to dis-

cuss barriers for recovery, he
explained. The main concern
voiced at those meetings is a
“lack of  sober living environ-
ments” in Jay County.

Martz pointed to an example
of  a solution for a portion of  the
population that has existed in a
residential area of  Portland
since 1978. The organization, he
said, offers a safe place for at-risk
individuals to practice coping
strategies, detox from active sub-
stance use, learn social skills,
discover how to make better
choices and integrate back into
society.

“For 26 years, the Youth Serv-
ice Bureau has been in operation
right in our backyard, and it’s
successful,” he revealed, draw-
ing a few exclamations from the
crowd. “The model works, and
it’s proven to be effective.”

That same model is used for
adult sober living facilities, he
added. The difference — the
youth don’t have a choice in
whether they live there.

But without a current place in
Jay County for adults, Alexander
noted later, once individuals
turn 18, they no longer have that
safe space.

That’s why a recovery resi-
dence has been proposed.

Reynolds pointed out resi-
dents are welcome to join the
task force or attend monthly Jay
County Drug Prevention Coali-
tion meetings. (Currently, the
task force meets at 4:30 p.m.
Mondays at the coalition’s office
in Portland as needed, and the
coalition meets at noon the sec-
ond Monday of  the month at Jay
County Campus of  Arts Place.)

Rob Weaver of  WPGW Radio
said it’s likely wherever the
recovery residence is placed,
folks will be “all in an uproar,”
and he asked how Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition plans
to handle backlash.

Martz sympathized with those
concerned about a new facility
coming to the neighborhood,
noting potential changes with
property values and other
aspects.

“I think the response is valid, I
think we’re going to get it wher-
ever we go,” he said.

He added conversation about
the matter will be crucial mov-
ing forward.

“That’s really what needs to
happen,” he said.

Conversation ...

Today
Elzey, Barbara: noon, Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

McBeth, Judy: 5 p.m.,
.Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Sunday
Liechty, Tab: 2:30 p.m.

Bridge Community Church
South Campus, 406 E. Parr Road.

Christian, Lois: 4 p.m., MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Health bills
move forward

Bridge awarded
The bridge that was removed on

the east side of  Portland in 2023
received a recent award.

The “Big Blue Bridge” on Water
Street (Indiana 26) over the Salam-
onie River on the east side of  Port-
land won the 2023 Bridgehunter
Award for Bridge of  the Year. It also
finished third in the Endangered
T.R.U.S.S. Efforts category

The Bridgehunter Awards are part
of  the online column The Bridge-
hunter Chronicles, which focuses on
“historic bridges in the USA, Europe
and elsewhere that tourists should
visit before they are replaced or
removed.” It is written predominant-
ly by Jason D. Smith at bridgehunter-
schronicles.wordpress.com.

Portland’s bridge received 119 votes
in the Bridge of  the Year category,

with Oneida and Western Rail-to-
Trail Bridge in Huntsville, Ten-
nessee, second with 25.

Recycling available
Jay County Solid Waste Manage-

ment District will have recycling
trailers available Saturday. Trailers
will be open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln St.,
Portland, and Dunkirk City Park.

Capsule ReportsLotteries

CR almanac

44/34 38/30 36/29 40/31 44/32
Saturday’s

forecast
shows a 30%
chance of rain
Saturday, when
the low will be
around 34
degrees.

Mostly
cloudy skies on
Wednesday
with a high of
44 degrees.
The low at
night will be
32.

Tuesday’s
forecast will
also be
mostly
cloudy with a
high of 40
degrees.

There’s a
40% chance of
snow and rain
o n  S u n d a y ,
when the high
will be 38
degrees.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Monday.
The low will
be around 29
degrees at
night.

Saturday
1/27

Sunday
1/28

Monday
1/29

Tuesday
1/30

Wednesday
1/31

Powerball
1-5-32-50-64
Power Ball: 8
Power Play: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$164 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$285 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-9-0
Daily Four: 2-6-8-0
Quick Draw: 11-16-18-

23-26-30-31-37-38-39-46-47-
51-53-58-59-61-62-76-77

Evening
Daily Three: 3-8-1

Daily Four: 5-3-6-7
Quick Draw: 9-10-11-

15-16-17-19-21-23-33-38-39-
43-48-51-57-61-62-74-80

Cash 5: 21-22-34-40-41
Estimated jackpot:

$173,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-1-1
Pick 4: 4-8-4-1
Pick 5: 8-3-4-0-2
Evening
Pick 3: 6-1-9
Pick 4: 6-4-6-4
Pick 5: 9-5-6-4-8
Rolling Cash: 3-5-11-24-

37
Estimated jackpot:

$167,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.57
Feb. corn ..................4.57
Wheat ......................5.32

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.55
Feb. corn ..................4.50
March corn ..............4.50

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.40
Feb. corn ..................4.40
Beans ......................11.97

Feb. beans ..............12.07
Wheat ...................... 5.72

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.30
Feb. corn ..................4.32
Beans ......................12.05
Feb. beans ..............12.05
Wheat ......................5.67

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.45
March corn ..............4.42
Beans ......................11.84
Feb. beans ..............11.84
Wheat ......................5.32

In 1654, Portugal
issued a decree that
Dutch and Jewish set-
tlers had three months to
leave Brazil. About 150
Jewish families fled, with
23 refugees eventually
establishing the first
Jewish community in
New Amsterdam.
In 2005, Jay County

Hospital Board approved
a one-year contract with
Cardinal Health System
for pharmacy manage-
ment services after it was
determined that the serv-
ice being provided by
Pharmacy Systems Inc.
was unsatisfactory.

In 2020, former Los
Angeles Lakers player
Kobe Bryant, along with
his daughter and others,
died in a helicopter
crash. He was 41. Bryant
won five NBA champi-
onships with the Lakers.
In 2022, Jay County

remained rated “red”
(extreme risk for the
spread of  coronavirus) in
Indiana State Depart-
ment of  Health’s update
after setting consecutive
single-day records for
new cases with 49 on Jan.
19, 53 on Jan. 20 and 70 on
Jan. 21.

—The CR

Friday
8 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Commis-
sion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United

Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
PEOPLE’SPEOPLE’S
CHOICE

IT’S ALL UP TO YOU ...

PEOPLE’SPEOPLE’S
CHOICE
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Community Calendar

Frazee
Emerson Blair, a son,

was born Jan. 5 at St. Vin-
cent Randolph to Erika and
Kyle Frazee of  Portland.

He weighed 8 pounds, 1
ounce.

Grandparents are Darold
and Mindy Eason of  Port-
land and Rob and Bonita
Frazee of  Portland. Great-
grandparents are Marvin
Baldwin of  Portland,
Wanda Hall of  Portland,
Sue Frazee of  Portland and
Reverend Wallace and Mae
Eason of  Muncie.

Births

Indiana Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation is awarding col-
lege scholarships to quali-
fied high school seniors or
college students pursuing
a degree in criminal jus-
tice studies.

Jay County sheriff  Ray
Newton announced the
group is accepting appli-
cations for the $750 schol-
arships, which will be
given to 40 students. 

To qualify, applicants
must live in Indiana, be a
current member of  the
association or a dependent
or grandchild of  a mem-
ber, attend an Indiana col-
lege or university, major
in a law enforcement field
and enroll as a full-time
(12 credit hours) student.

Applications are avail-
able from Jay County
High School or Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office, or online
at indianasheriffs.org.
The deadline to apply is
April 1.

Indiana
sheriffs
award
students

DEAR ABBY: My 30-year-old
stepson, “David,” is a convicted sex
offender, currently serving a 15-
year sentence for possession of
child pornography and having
inappropriate conversations with a
preteen that almost went further.
This was his third arrest for the
same thing. David is also mildly
autistic.

I am beside myself. Because of
David’s autism, his family looks
the other way about his crimes.
They all send him money, call him,
buy him things, etc. I have kids of
my own, and, frankly, the whole sit-
uation makes me want to vomit. I
hide how I feel and try to be there
for my husband because he loves
his son, and it pains him to see
David in prison. He also has been
wonderful to my kids and raised
them like his own. 

I’m dreading what is going to
happen when David is out of
prison. He has nowhere to go, and I
know he’s going to want to live
with us. I am 1,000% against this,
and I truly believe it could happen
again. 

My kids will be adults soon and
away at college when he’s released,
so I can’t use that as an excuse for
him not to live with us. I also don’t
want my home address on the sex
offender registry. The street where

I live is full of  children. What can I
do? 

I don’t want to lose my husband
over this. I love him with all my
heart, which is why I can’t tell him
how I feel. Every time David speaks
with his dad, he tells him he wish-
es he were home with him. Please
help! — STEPMOM WHO’S
DREADING IT
DEAR STEPMOM: It is time

to have an honest talk with your
husband about this. When a sex
offender is released from
prison, there are stipulations in
place. One of  them is being for-
bidden to live close to young,
vulnerable children. Because
your street is populated with
them, David may not be ABLE
to live with you. This is some-
thing you and your husband
need to be communicating
about as David’s release draws
nearer, because it will have an
impact on your lives.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My wife and I are

part of  a three-couple group who
enjoy dining out as well as enter-
taining in our homes. However,
while my wife and I and one other
couple serve as hosts, the third
never invites us into their home.
They often suggest a menu or an
occasion for us or the other couple
to serve when we host. 

This has gone on for at least five
years. Both wives (who do most of
the work for whatever in-home
event there is) don’t seem bothered
by it, but it irks me. Is there a way
to kindly suggest the third couple
host without causing a problem? —
FAIR IN SOUTH CAROLINA
DEAR FAIR: There can be sev-

eral reasons why people behave
as this couple does. They may
not be confident in their cook-
ing skills or the appearance of
their home. However, they
SHOULD attempt to make up
for it in other ways such as
offering to bring food or bever-
ages, or by doing the cleanup
after the dinners. I see nothing
wrong with asking the couple
the reason for their reluctance,
as long as it is done privately.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and I

have been together for three years.

In that time, he has refused to step
up. He shows up late for work 90%
of  the time, and sometimes doesn’t
show up at all. He has been fired
because of  his behavior. He does
what he wants with no regard for
others, although he says he feels
bad about hurting people when he
does. 

I do a lot for him, and I feel like
he doesn’t appreciate anything or
even acknowledge it. He recognizes
that he needs to step up, but refus-
es to put in the effort. For Christ-
mas, he bought me earrings. The
earrings were cute, but I don’t have
pierced ears, and I feel it’s a detail
he should have known after three
years. Am I wrong for feeling like I
should return the favor and stop
putting in effort? — FATIGUED IN
UTAH
DEAR FATIGUED: Let me

put it this way: You are wrong
for not telling your husband of
three years that you are tired
of  him not pulling his weight
and of  his self-centeredness
and lack of  appreciation for
you. Express those feelings. Be
glad you haven’t had a child
with him. If  he doesn’t start
turning over a new leaf, start
“reconsidering” your mar-
riage, unless you want this to
be your future.

Dear
Abby

Stepson’s past crimes are too much

Fort Recovery High School
recently released its second
quarter honor roll.

Making the list with all A’s
were seniors Myah Breen,
Natalie Brunswick, Chloe
Bubp, Alex Dues, Megan Evers,
Gavin Faller, Teigen Fortkamp,
Carson Grube, Paige Guggen-
biller, Trevor Heitkamp, Troy
Homan, Addy Jenkins, Autumn
Jutte, Abby Keller, Saige
Leuthold, Rex Leverette, Mara
Pearson, Matthew Romer, Riggs
Tobe and Ellie Will.

On the list with all A’s and B’s
were seniors Wes Bechtol, Clay-
ton Bertke, Drew Bihn, Katie
Bruns, Kenadie Ervin, Alex
Evers, Reece Evers, Holli Fort-
man, Kensey Gaerke, Jenna
Hart, Liz Hartings, Lydia
Kahlig, Ella Kremer, Drew Lan-
genkamp, Brett Lauber, Jose
Martinez, Olivia Smith, Brynn
Stammen, Britney Tebbe and
Ella Westgerdes.

Named to the list for having
all A’s were juniors Samantha
Brackman, Mason Diller, Evan

Evers, Marlee Fiely, Ava Grisez,
Kayla Heitkamp, Kyle Hunts-
man, Joelle Kaup, Bailie Muh-
lenkamp, Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp, Ben Reinhard, Anna
Roessner, Ella Schoen and
Emma Will.

Juniors on the list with all A’s
and B’s were  Drew Backs,
Alivia Bergman, Layla Bihn,
Madison Bihn, Nicole Braun,
Tucker Brockman, Calleigh
Crabtree, Brennan Dues, Kas-
sidy Dues, Ava Englehardt,
Gavin Evers, Sarah Fritz, Riley

Grieshop, Caden Grisez,
Brooke Hart, Ethan Hartnagel,
Eva Kahlig, Cody Klenke, Gabe
Knapke, Lindsey Knapke,
Emily Lauber, Nevaeh
Lennartz, Norah Meyer, Kee-
gan Muhlenkamp, Karlie
Niekamp, Briggs Overman,
Kylie Post, Olivia Rammel,
Bella Taft, Victoria Tchelidze,
Reid Timmerman, Eowyn Vela
and Mara Wenning.

Sophomores and freshmen
making the honor roll will be
published at a later date.

Students named to honor roll
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With two funding bills
passed just under the wire, the
House under Speaker Mike
Johnson has ensured that the
federal government won’t run
out of  operating funds until…
March 1 and March 8, depending
on the agency. His wacko right
flank, predictably, was not happy.

We suppose it’s better than the
alternative of  shutting the gov-
ernment down, in the same way
that having a stale old bagel is
technically better than having

nothing to eat. It’s not going to
really fix the underlying issue
here and it’s certainly not some-
thing to take a victory round
over.

While some observers might
be confused as to why Congress

is struggling mightily to do
something relatively routine
which is necessary for the gov-
ernment to continue operating,
this befuddlement stems from a
misunderstanding of  the role of
House Republicans as it exists
now.

Despite their title, many of
these legislators are not in that
body to legislate, i.e. to engage in
discussions and write legislation
that will, in principle, improve
their constituents’ lives. They
are there to wage culture war,
burnish their personal image,

clash with ideological opponents
and fundraise for both reelection
and personal projects.

We don’t mean to say that any-
body in the House is apolitical,
but there certainly are members
who are, at the end of  the day,
committed to finding paths to
passable bills and keeping the
body as a functional organ of
government. Their numbers are
probably dwindling, and who
can blame them?

The others have made it so
that this goal is all but unreach-
able, a self-reinforcing cycle as

the body gets more and more dys-
functional. At this stage, it prob-
ably seems like an attractive
prospect mainly if  you don’t
intend to legislate.

So we’ll carry on for another
couple months with funded fed-
eral agencies, and then we’ll
have to play chicken once again
with the lives of  millions of  fed-
eral workers, their families, and
the innumerable people who rely
on a multitude of  government
services seeming a distant con-
cern to the people playing this
game.

The game of chicken is ridiculous

By SVANTE MYRICK
OtherWords

Today I’m grieving the
loss of  my friend Nor-
man Lear.

Like millions of  other
TV viewers, I watched
the Emmy Awards on
January 15. 

The show honored Nor-
man, who died late last
year, as the Hollywood
legend that he was. He
was also the most deeply
principled and decent
human I ever met.

Ours was an “odd cou-
ple” friendship: a Jewish
man in his 102nd year
and a Black millennial.
We came together
through the organization
Norman founded 40 years
ago, People For the Amer-
ican Way, which I now
lead.

Putting his career on
hold to start a social jus-
tice nonprofit was as
unconventional for a
major Hollywood player
then as it would be now.
But Norman did it
because his vision of
America was under
assault by a surging far-
right wing.

Norman’s America is a
place where a child of  the
Depression — whose
father went to prison and
who saw the worst of
humanity while fighting
Nazis in World War II —
can hang onto a bound-
less optimism. 

Norman always had
faith in people to grow
and change.

Norman’s America is a
place where our differ-
ences are interesting, but
not as important as our
common humanity. I
remember how he
believed that differences
are fair game for debate
— and definitely for
humor. But they’re less
important than what we
share.

Norman’s America is
about forward motion —
he was known for saying
of  a project or a phase of
life, “this is over, what’s
next?” 

His America is a place
where the promise of  the
next generation is nur-
tured by the ones before
it — where the experi-
ence of  elders isn’t jeal-
ously guarded but gener-
ously shared.

Norman’s America is a
place where patriotism
isn’t a word we shy away
from because it’s been
hijacked by authoritari-
ans. 

“I am a patriot,” he
wrote on his 99th birth-
day, “and I will not sur-
render that word to those
who play to our worst
impulses rather than our
highest ideals.”

He unabashedly named
our organization after
the “American Way,”
because it drove home

his belief  that our mul-
tiracial, multigenera-
tional, multifaith pro-
gressive values are the
product of  American his-
tory and the hope for its
future.

To those who know of
Norman only through his
TV shows, his vision of
America as a place where
people ultimately will
band together to do the
right thing still comes
through. Even in the
1970s, the most cynical of
decades, Norman’s ethos
was anti-cynicism. 

If  his most famous cur-
mudgeon, Archie Bunker,
began an episode with an
especially wrongheaded
conviction, its grip was
usually loosened by
show’s end. 

The shows are good-
hearted, not mean-spirit-
ed, even when tackling
serious social problems.

This was the man him-
self. Before Norman
passed, we worked
together on an op-ed that
started with the ques-
tion: “What do a Jewish
centenarian and Black
millennial have in com-
mon?” 

We knew that one of
those things was the fact
that some people in our
country didn’t see us as
“true” Americans. 

Norman reinforced my
faith in what was more
important: love of  coun-
try and gratitude for
opportunities to make a
difference.

Many feelings are
familiar in grief: sorrow,
and sympathy for family.
I also feel something a lit-
tle more unusual. When a
young person passes, we
feel outrage at the loss of
their potential. It’s less
common to say that about
a centenarian, but with
Norman it’s true. 

He still had so many
irons in the fire, so much
potential.

It would have been put
to good use against chal-
lenges we have today:
increasing political divi-
sion, rising authoritari-
anism, religious bigotry.
It’s on all of  us who loved
this man and his vision
of  America to take up the
mantle now.

Yes, I still believe in
Norman Lear’s America.

••••••••••
Myrick serves as Presi-

dent and CEO of  People
For the American Way.

OtherWords is a free
editorial service pub-
lished by the Institute for
Policy Studies.

Lear’s America
is still out there

By JAMIE RATNER RICH
and JACOB MARKEY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

For the second legisla-
tive session in a row, the
Indiana Jewish Commu-
nity is asking the Indiana
General Assembly to
adopt, through legisla-
tion, the International
Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) Working
Definition of  Anti-
semitism. 

We believe passage of
this bill, House Bill 1002,
is a critically important
step by the state to sup-
port Jewish Hoosiers and
help identify and con-
front antisemitism that is
resurgent across the
country, particularly
after the October 7, 2023
surprise attack by Hamas
terrorists against Israel. 

To date, 34 states, the
U.S. Department of  State,
dozens of  countries, over
1000 institutions around
the world, and nearly 50
Jewish organizations and
institutions in Indiana
have endorsed this defi-
nition. Last year, a bill
adopting the definition
passed the Indiana House
unanimously but stalled
in the Senate.  

As much as we believe
this is a simple and rea-
sonable action for the
General Assembly to
take, we understand that
the bill has generated
some misunderstandings
that we would like to cor-
rect. 

First and foremost, HB
1002 is not discriminato-
ry in any way. It simply
acknowledges a widely

recognized definition of
antisemitism, which can
often be hard to define
based on certain circum-
stances. The bill places
the definition into the
education section of  the
Indiana code so that K-12
and university adminis-
trators can best respond
to antisemitism when
they see it. The bill also
adds “religion” to the
state’s education anti-dis-
crimination code in addi-
tion to the word creed —
something that should be
welcomed by everyone. 

The Jewish community
is not opposed to the state
debating and adopting
other definitions of  dis-
crimination that target
other religious, cultural,
or diverse communities –
in fact, we would proba-
bly be the first in line to
testify in support as we
have always worked to
support other communi-
ties – but we do not
believe that every “pho-
bia” or “ism” must
always be lumped togeth-
er.

There are times when
the legislature should
focus on and tackle a sin-
gular issue, giving it the
full weight of  its atten-
tion. With Hillel Interna-
tional showing that acts
of  anti-Jewish discrimi-

nation increased by 700%
on college campuses in
the month following the
October 7 attacks com-
pared to the previous
year, we ask that this be
one of  those times.

Second, HB 1002 does
not stifle free speech or
prevent valid criticism of
the State of  Israel. Con-
cerns of  this nature are
misplaced. The bill
specifically states that
the IHRA definition
“does not include criti-
cism of  Israel similar to
that leveled against any
other country.”  The con-
fusion around this issue
likely emanates from a
list of  examples of
actions and statements
that could, depending on
the context, constitute
antisemitism as provided
by the IHRA on its web-
site about the application
of  the definition.

These are just exam-
ples and are qualified by
context. They are not
included in the statutory
language and are only
meant to guide users of
the working definition on
application. Some of
these examples should be
obvious (e.g., calling for
the harming of  Jews),
while others serve as
guideposts for circum-
stances in which reason-

able criticisms of  the
state of  Israel could stray
into antisemitism (e.g.
comparing Israeli policy
to that of  the Nazis or
claiming that the exis-
tence of  the State of
Israel is a racist endeav-
or). Discussions or criti-
cism of  Israeli foreign
policy, policies vis-à-vis
the Palestinians, or the
Two-State Solution are
completely valid, should
be welcomed, and often
happen within the Jew-
ish community as much
as they do any other reli-
gious, cultural, or aca-
demic community. 

We are not indifferent
to the concerns over this
bill and will work with
legislators and friends, to
address them. But we
also want Hoosiers to
understand that while
there is a level of  nerv-
ousness about increasing
antisemitism within the
Jewish community, we
are resolute in con-
fronting it. We are stand-
ing together, and believe
this is the time for the
General Assembly to
stand with us by passing
HB 1002.   

••••••••••
Ratner Rich is the Presi-

dent of  the Indianapolis
Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council.

Markey is the Executive
Director of  the Indi-
anapolis Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council.

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is an independent,
nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.
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By LAUREN QUINN
University of Illinois

In a few years, popcorn
could become a standard
element in science class-
rooms across Illinois and
the nation. 

With funding from a
new USDA grant, a Uni-
versity of  Illinois Urbana-
Champaign crop scientist
and collaborating educa-
tors are developing a pop-
corn-based curriculum to
reinforce concepts around
agricultural science, arti-
ficial intelligence, biotech-
nology, computer science,
genomics, research meth-
ods, and more for 4-H and
high school students. 

The funding may be
new, but Tony Studer has
proselytized the power of
popcorn to engage the
younger generation
for nearly a decade.

“Everybody knows pop-
corn, but students don’t
typically think about
where it comes from or
how science is used to
improve the food we eat,”
said Studer, associate pro-
fessor in the Department
of  Crop Sciences, part of
the College of  Agricultur-
al, Consumer and Environ-
mental Sciences (ACES) at
U. of  I. “Using popcorn to
scaffold more complex sci-
ence concepts keeps stu-
dents more engaged
because it’s already some-
thing they’re familiar
with.” 

Early versions of  his
“pop-omics” curriculum
had students popping ker-
nels from Studer’s pop-
corn breeding program,
taking data and notes to
link the appearance of
unpopped and popped ker-
nels. By tracking popping
quality in the context of
the popcorn’s genetic
makeup, the students
learned about genes,
inheritance, and agro-
nomic properties. And
Studer obtained valuable
data, which he used to
inform his breeding pro-
gram and develop even
better popcorn.

The grant will expand
the curriculum to include
hands-on lessons on
machine learning and
artificial intelligence

designed to meet Next-
Generation Science Stan-
dards. Studer has part-
nered with faculty at
the National Center for
Supercomputing Applica-
tions at U. of  I. to develop
an AI algorithm predict-
ing popped characteris-
tics from images of
unpopped kernels.

“AI is the big thing. This
would be a way for stu-
dents to interact with an
AI model in a very tangi-
ble way. And it will also
change our internal
breeding program. If  I
can throw down 10,000
kernels and have it pick
the top 10% before I even
grow them, that’d be
amazing. It would change
the way we do things,”
Studer said. “But we don’t

know yet if  the AI can
beat students in the more
labor-intensive process of
evaluating kernels by
hand. We’re excited to
find out.”

Studer has already
worked with teachers to
implement programs in
three Illinois high
schools, and he intends to
expand to ten or more by
the end of  the three-year
grant period. But he sees
the program taking off
statewide and nationally
in due time, as the project
aims to develop a stan-
dardized Next Generation
Science Storyline that can
be delivered in any high
school classroom without
direct interaction with
Studer’s lab. 

“The curriculum we’re

writing will be open
source, and we expect it to
go national. I can only be
in so many high schools,
so we’re building in scala-
bility,” he said. “We’re
asking ourselves what
experiences we can
include so that more kids
can be involved.”

Pop-omics got its start
as an outreach activity
for Illinois 4-H students,
and that will continue
under the new grant
structure. Studer and col-
laborating teachers will
test new curricular ideas
with 4-H’ers, who tend to
be more interested in
agricultural program-
ming. 

“4-H students are super
committed, and they’re a
sharp group,” Studer said.

“If  they’re not into some-
thing we come up with,
it’s not going to float in a
public high school general
biology class.”

Studer will deploy 4-H
special interest (SPIN)
clubs and a summer acad-
emy at the U. of  I. campus,
adapting successful les-
sons for older, less agri-
culturally minded stu-
dents. 

The grant is also part-
nering with the Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illi-
nois Agriculture in the
Classroom (AITC) pro-
gram to create learning
materials for elementary
and middle school class-
rooms, with the hope of
connecting with the
national AITC program
one day. 

The overall goal of  the
grant is to increase sci-
ence literacy, critical
thinking, and acceptance
of  technology in today’s
youth. But it’s also about
protecting food security
in an uncertain future. 

“Future challenges to
agriculture and food secu-
rity can only be overcome
if  we educate young peo-
ple. Few of  today’s youth
have a direct connection
to agricultural production
or agricultural educa-
tion,” Studer said. “With-
out positive experiences
in agricultural topics, stu-
dents may be reluctant to
explore educational
opportunities or embrace
science and technology
vital to sustainably feed-
ing a global population.”

From snack to science
Grant is bringing popcorn into the classroom

University of Illinois/Lauren D. Quinn

Associate professor in the Department of Crop Sciences, part of the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental
Sciences (ACES) at the University of Illinois, Tony Studer is among those using a new a new USDA grant to develop a popcorn-based
curriculum to reinforce concepts around agricultural science, artificial intelligence, biotechnology, computer science, genomics,
research methods for 4-H and high school students. 
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

√ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY February 16TH,

2024
TIME 4:30 P.M.

LOCATED: 4023 S 800
W, 

Redkey IN
296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson
Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson
Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable bal-

ance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland

Township, Jay County all
tillable.

Note:  For private show-
ing phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

WANTED FARMLAND
TO RENT 4th Genera-
tion Geneva farmers
looking for farmland to
cash rent near Gene-
va/Bryant/Berne. You
decide payment dates.
Don’t wait, last year we
filled up. Call Steve at
(419) 376-4456 
AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE
190 FARMERS
COLUMN 200 FOR RENT

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

GET IT IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you
might find in

The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new
home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR COURT 2023 TERM 
Cause No. 38D01-2310-MF-000024 

Jay County Christian Home Builders, Inc. 
Plaintiff 

vs 
Eric R. Marshall, Sidney Marshall 

Eric R. Marshall as natural guardian of Breanna Marshall 
Mariner Finance, LLC, Heights Finance Corporation 

Defendants 
SHERIFF'S SALE 

By virtue of a copy a default judgment directed to me from the Judge
of the Jay Superior Court in this cause wherein Jay County Chris-
tian Home Builders, Inc. is Plaintiff and Eric R. Marshall, Sidney
Marshall, Eric R. Marshall as natural guardian of Breanna Mar-
shall, Mariner Finance, LLC and Heights Finance Corporation are
the Defendants requiring me to make the total sum of $49,766.64
with interest thereon from the date of the judgment at the legal rate
and any costs of this sale, I will sell at public auction to the highest
bidder on the 14th day of March, 2024 at 10:00 am on the 3rd floor of
the Courthouse in Portland, Indiana the following described real es-
tate: 

Lot numbered Twenty-three (23) in Block Numbered Thirty-four
(34) in William G. Sutton's Addition to the Town, now City of
Dunkirk. 
For informational purposes only the above-described real estate
is located at 243 E. Commerce St. in Dunkirk, Indiana 47336. 

This sale shall be made without relief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws and subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of
record. Immediately after the sale I will execute and deliver a
deed of conveyance for the real estate and the Purchaser shall be
place in absolute possession of the real estate. 
Dated this 16th day of January, 2024

Larry R. Newton, Jr., 
Jay County Sheriff 

HINKLE, RACSTER & SCHEMENAUR Attorneys for Plaintiff 
121 W. High Street 
Portland, IN 47371 

260-726-8104
CR 1-19,26,2-2-2024 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
In the Matter of the

Unsupervised 
Administration 
of the Estate of:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM

Joan R. Bowen, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2401-EU-000003

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Fred Mann and Shirley Mann
were, on the 12th day of Jan-
uary, 2024, appointed Personal
Representatives of the estate of
Joan R. Bowen deceased, who
died on December 22, 2023.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
15th day of January, 2024.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 1-19,26-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 
AMANDA BARGER

VS.
HAROLD PAYNE

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR
COURT 

CAUSE NO. 
38D01-2303-CT-000005

SUMMONS - SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION

NOTICE OF SUIT
The State of Indiana to the De-
fendant(s) above named, and
any other person who may be
concerned:
You are hereby notified that
Harold Payne is being sued by
Amanda Barger, in Jay Supe-
rior Court, State of Indiana.
The title of the case as shown by
the complaint is Amanda
Barger vs. Harold Payne, Cause
No. 38D01-2303-CT-000005.
The nature of the suit is a civil
action wherein Plaintiff has
filed a Complaint for Damages
demanding judgment for per-
sonal injuries and damages as a
result of an incident which oc-
curred on September 29, 2021.
This summons by publication
and notice is specifically di-
rected to the defendant, Harold
Payne, whose whereabouts are
unknown.
You must answer or otherwise
respond to the complaint in
writing, by you or your attorney,
on or before the 8th day of
February, 2024 (the same being
within thirty (30) days after the
publication of the third Notice
of Suit, the last such notice of
this action), and in case you fail
to do so, judgment by default
may be entered against you for
the relief demanded by the
Plaintiffs in the complaint.
If you have a claim for relief
against the Plaintiff arising out
of this occurrence that is the
subject matter of the Plaintiff’s
claims, you must assert it in
your written answer.
The name and address of the
attorneys representing Plaintiff:
Ken Nunn Law Office, 104
Franklin Road, Bloomington,
Indiana 47404.

Ryan D. Etter, #27832-49 
KEN NUNN LAW OFFICE 
104 South Franklin Road
Bloomington, IN  47404 
Phone: (812) 332-9451 
Fax: (812) 331-5321

E-mail: ryane@kennunn.com
ATTEST: Jon Eads

Clerk of the Jay Superior
Court

CR 1-19,26,2-2-2024-HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Boys basketball (including

freshmen) at Bluffton – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at Marion

Local – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Boys wrestling sectional at Jay

County – 8:30 a.m.; Boys basketball (including
freshmen) vs. Blackford – 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swimming Mini Meet at
Celina YMCA – 9 a.m.; Girls basketball vs.
Franklin Monroe – 10 a.m.; Boys basketball at
Mississinawa Valley – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

5 p.m. — PGA Tour: Farmers Insurance Open
(CBS)

7 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at Indiana Pac-
ers (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at New
York Rangers (ESPN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Michi-
gan State at Wisconsin (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Saint
Joseph’s at St. Bonaventure (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Stan-
ford at Cal (ESPN2)

Saturday
3:30 a.m. — Australian Open tennis (ESPN)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Kansas State at Houston (ESPN); Nebraska at
Maryland (BTN); Georgia at Florida (ESPN2)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Georgetown at Providence (FOX); Fordham at

Duquesne (USA)
1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Seton

Hall at Marquette (FS1)
1:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Kansas at Iowa State (CBS)
2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: North

Carolina at Florida State (ESPN); Texas at BYU
(ESPN2); Southern Illinois at Murray State
(Bally Indiana)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Nebraska at Iowa (BTN)

3 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at New York
Knicks (ABC)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Indiana
at Illinois (FOX); Villanova at Butler (FS1)

4 p.m. — PGA Tour: Farmers Insurance Open
(CBS)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Clem-
son at Duke (ESPN); TCU at Baylor (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Iowa at

Michigan (FS1)
5:30 p.m. — NBA: Philadelphia 76ers at

Denver Nuggets (ABC)
5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ari-

zona at Oregon (FOX)
6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ken-

tucky at Arkansas (ESPN)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Min-

nesota at Penn State (BTN)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: DePaul

at Creighton (FS1)
8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: UMass

Amherst at Saint Louis (Bally Indiana)
8 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Notre

Dame at UConn (BTN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lakers at

Golden State Warriors (ABC)
8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ohio

State at Northwestern (BTN)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Utah at

Washington (ESPN2); UNLV at San Jose State
(FS1)

Local notes
Tryouts scheduled

Tryouts for A League of Our Own Independent
Baseball League is hosting a tryout at the Mojo-Up
Sports indoor Complex in Noblesville on Jan. 30.

Anyone 19-years-old or older that is looking for
the opportunity to continue playing baseball can try
out.

The league begins play on Aug. 31 and runs
through Oct. 19, playing 50 games in 50 days.

To sign up or for more information on the league,
visit www.alooo247.com, call (205) 264-1468 or
email 411@alooo247.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”

email details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
The JCHS graduate

only scored 14 points in
the five prior games.
Despite her offensive
struggles, she continued
to contribute in other
ways with nine rebounds,
one assist and one steal.

Schwieterman now
averages 6.9 points per
game off  the bench for
her freshman campaign.

Olivia Patch
FRHS — 2020

Scored two points in a
71-49 loss to Trevecca
Nazarene on Jan. 11.

Patch also had seven

rebounds – six of  which
came on the offensive
glass – and a block for the
Hillsdale College
women’s basketball team
in the loss.

The Fort Recovery
graduate had four more
rebounds and one block
over three more games
since Jan. 6. Patch didn’t
score in any of  the
games, all of  which were
wins – 71-62 over Tiffin,
69-60 over Thomas More
and 71-61 over Malone.

She did not play in the
Chargers’ most recent
game against Kentucky
Wesleyan on Jan. 20.

Checkup ...

Continued from page 8
Harbaugh’s record at

Michigan was 86-25,
including 15-0 this season,
when he led the Wolver-
ines to their first national
title since 1997. Michigan
defeated Alabama in the
Rose Bowl, the national
semifinal game, and then
rolled past Washington in
the national champi-
onship game.

Michigan attempted to
retain Harbaugh’s servic-
es, offering him a new
contract reportedly worth
$11.5 million per season
over six seasons. The
Wolverines had watched
Harbaugh flirt with a
return to the NFL over
the past few seasons only
for him to return to his
alma mater each time.

This time, the Chargers
got their man, the first
coach the Spanos family
has hired with previous
head coaching experience
in the NFL since Norv
Turner replaced another
veteran coach, Marty
Shottenheimer, for the
2017 season. Staley,
Anthony Lynn and Mike
McCoy were each first-
time head coaches.

Staley was the Rams’
defensive coordinator
when the Chargers hired
him in 2021. The Chargers
were 9-8 in Staley’s first
season, but they missed
the playoffs when they
lost to the Raiders in over-
time in the regular-season
finale. They were 10-7 in
2022, but blew a 27-0 lead
in a wild-card loss to the
Jacksonville Jaguars.

There was rampant
speculation that Staley
would be fired after the
debacle in Jacksonville,
but he returned for his
third season amid hopes

that the Chargers’ first
playoff  appearance since
2018 would be a spring-
board to a challenge to the
Kansas City Chiefs’ AFC
West supremacy.

It didn’t happen.
The Chargers never

clicked, especially defen-
sively, which was sup-
posed to be Staley’s forte
despite a college career as
a quarterback. Staley and
Telesco were fired after
the Chargers gave a fran-
chise-record 63 points to
the Raiders and assistant
Giff  Smith served as
interim coach for the
final three games.

Staley was 24-24 during
his Chargers tenure.

Telesco was hired by
the Raiders on Tuesday to
be their new GM.

At the end of  the sea-
son, pundits and Las
Vegas oddsmakers alike
made Harbaugh the
favorite to replace Staley,
citing his past association
with the Spanos family
and the prospect of  work-
ing with standout quar-
terback Justin Herbert —
who will be playing for
his fourth head coach and
possibly his fourth offen-
sive coordinator in five
seasons. The Chargers’
job was thought to be the
most attractive of  all the
NFL openings, even
though they have not won
a division title since 2009.

Harbaugh also inter-
viewed with the Atlanta
Falcons last week and had
booked a second inter-
view with them.

But, ultimately, it was
the Chargers who landed
Harbaugh with a five-year
deal, according to ESPN,
giving him a chance to
chase the Super Bowl
championship that eluded

him when he and the
49ers lost to his brother
John and the Baltimore
Ravens in the Super Bowl
following the 2012 season.

The brothers are sched-
uled to meet again next
season at SoFi Stadium.

Harbaugh left Michigan
after a season in which he
was investigated by the
NCAA for recruiting vio-
lations during the COVID-
19 dead period and was
suspended for the sea-
son’s first three games by
the university. The Big
Ten then suspended him
for the final three games
because of  a sign-stealing
scheme.

Michigan athletic direc-
tor Ward Manuel issued a
statement after the Charg-
ers made their announce-
ment on Wednesday.

“Jim did exactly what
he sought to do at Michi-
gan, build our program to
consistently win Big Ten
championships and com-
pete for national champi-
onships, culminating
with a record three
straight outright confer-
ence titles and the nation-
al championship this
year. …

“We appreciated Jim’s
dedication and passion
for Michigan, the univer-
sity and Ann Arbor, and I
wish Jim and the entire
Harbaugh family much
success with the Los
Angeles Chargers.”

Years earlier, Harbaugh
departed San Francisco
for Michigan after a feud
with then-GM Trent
Baalke and team owner
Jed York after word
leaked that the 49ers had
tried to trade Harbaugh to
the Cleveland Browns.
Harbaugh would later say
“I didn’t leave the 49ers. I

felt like the 49er hierar-
chy left me.”

The Spanos family was
not troubled by Har-
baugh’s recent and not-so-
recent issues, however.

“Jim Harbaugh is foot-
ball personified, and I can
think of  no one better to
lead the Chargers for-
ward,” Dean Spanos, the
team’s owner, said in a
statement.

Harbaugh will inherit a
team in need of  a culture
change. The Chargers
were 0-7 in games decided
by three points or fewer
this past season, tying the
1984 Houston Oilers for
the worst mark since the
merger. The Chargers fin-
ished the season with a 5-
12 overall mark and were
last in the AFC West.

The offense this past
season regressed because
of  injuries at wide receiv-
er and on the offensive
line. Herbert broke the
index finger on his right
hand and missed the last
four games, but even
when he was at the helm,
they were ranked 18th in
total offense after six
straight years of  being in
the top 11.

The defense was ranked
28th in the 32-team NFL,
marking the first time
since 1986 it has been
ranked 20th or worse for
three straight years.

Harbaugh and the new
GM will have the fifth
overall pick in April’s
draft, the fourth time
since 2016 the Chargers
have had a pick in the top
seven. Only the New York
Giants (six), New York
Jets (five) and Jack-
sonville Jaguars (five)
have had more. Nine GM
candidates have inter-
viewed so far.

Harbaugh ...
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Max Klopfenstein swims the first
leg of the 200-yard medley relay in the
Patriots’ double-dual Tuesday.
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Jay boys basketball
travels to Bluffton today,
see Sports on tap

Cale Rammel off to a nice
start in his college career,

see Collegiate checkup

Cale Rammel had a great sea-
son for the Indians as a senior at
Fort Recovery High School last
year.

As a college freshman, he has
gotten off  to another nice sea-
son.

The 2023 FRHS grad has put
together a strong first half  of
his freshman campaign, high-
lighted by a career game on Jan.
9 against Indiana Southeast.

Rammel led the Ohio Chris-
tian men’s basketball team to a
99-57 win over the Grenadiers
with a team-high in rebounds
and career-high in points while
posting a double-double. He fin-
ished with 25 points and 10
rebounds while shooting 7-for-13

(53.8%) from 3-point range.
Rammel scored in double dig-

its three more times this season
– including in the Trailblazers’
most recent win, when he start-
ed against IU-East – to average
6.6 points on the year. He scored
12 points all three times.

The FRHS current career
highs in other stats are 11
rebounds (Nov. 14), three steals

(Nov. 10), two assists (Jan. 18)
and two blocks (Jan. 6).

Eliza Bader
Jay County — 2021

Scored in all three of  her
events as the Ball State swim
team picked up a win in the first
match of  the second semester.

The Cardinals took out Toledo
182-117 on Jan. 20, the first meet
in over a month and a half.

Bader’s top performance came
in the 100-yard breaststroke. A
time of  1 minute, 9.53 seconds
earned the Jay County graduate
third place and three points for
Ball State.

In her other individual event,
Bader swam a 2:36.79 to place

fifth for one point in the 200
breaststroke.

She also swam the second leg
of  the 400 freestyle relay team
that captured third place
(3:39.4).

Renna Schwieterman
Jay County — 2023

Had a bounce-back game in a
26-point win at Chicago State on
Tuesday.

Schwieterman scored 12
points, grabbed five rebounds,
dished four assists and recorded
one steal off  the bench for the
Purdue Fort Wayne women’s
basketball team in the 102-76 vic-
tory.

See Checkup page 7
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Brasen’s
breaststroke

Jay County
High School’s Brasen
Glassford swims the
breaststroke in
Tuesday’s meet against
Blackford and Muncie
Burris. While the
sophomore finished
fifth in the breaststroke,
he won the 1-meter
diving competition by 11
points after setting a
career best for the
second meet in a row,
scoring 167 total
points.

FRHS gets start in recent game
Collegiate
checkup

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD
San Gabriel Valley Tribune
(California)
Tribune News Service

The Chargers finally
lured Jim Harbaugh away
from the University of
Michigan to become their
next coach, the team
announced Wednesday.
Harbaugh was one of  15
candidates the Chargers
interviewed, but the only
one they met with twice
during a process that
began Jan. 9.

News of  the hiring came
via several outlets citing
unnamed sources earlier
in the day, with the Charg-
ers only posting on X (for-
merly Twitter) an image of
white smoke coming from
a stove pipe to indicate a
hire had been made. They
also posted. “WHO’S GOT
IT BETTER THAN US??”

Later in the evening, the
Chargers made a more for-
mal announcement.

“You don’t build a
resume like Jim’s by acci-
dent, and you don’t do it by
yourself,” John Spanos,
the Chargers’ president of
football operations, said in
a statement. “You need a
team. And nobody has
built a team more success-
fully, and repeatedly, in
recent history than Jim
Harbaugh. His former
players swear by him, and
his opponents swear at
him. Jim is one of  one, and
we couldn’t be more excit-
ed to have him back in the
Chargers organization as
our head coach.”

Harbaugh was the most
high-profile candidate to
replace Brandon Staley,
who was fired along with
General Manager Tom
Telesco on Dec. 15, one day
after a humiliating 63-21
loss to the AFC West-rival
Las Vegas Raiders. Har-
baugh led Michigan to the
national championship
earlier this month.

In many ways, Har-
baugh’s return to the
Chargers seemed like a
natural fit and led to much
speculation that he was
their top candidate even as
they cast a wide net in
their coaching search. Har-
baugh ended his 14-year
NFL career with the
Chargers during the 1999
and 2000 seasons.

“When I played for the
Chargers, the Spanos fami-
ly could not have been
more gracious or more
welcoming,” Harbaugh
said in a statement. “Being
back here feels like home,
and it’s great to see that
those things haven’t
changed. … My priorities
are faith, family and foot-
ball, and we are going to
attack each with an enthu-
siasm unknown to
mankind. This organiza-
tion is putting in the work
— investing capital, build-
ing infrastructure and
doing everything within
its power to win.

“Great effort equals
great results, and we’re
just getting started.”

Harbaugh, 60, began his
coaching career at the Uni-
versity of  San Diego and
then moved to Stanford
before he was hired to
coach the San Francisco
49ers in 2011. He coached
the 49ers for four seasons
and led them to the Super
Bowl following the 2012
season.

But a rift with manage-
ment paved the way for his
departure to Michigan fol-
lowing an 8-8 record in the
2014 season. He departed
the 49ers with a 44-19-1
record and then set about
turning the Wolverines
into national champions. It
was a bumpy ride at times,
including this season.

See Harbaugh page 7
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