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Natomi Mohler, 90, Fort
Recovery

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  36 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 32.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 30s. Expect
partly cloudy skies Friday
with the high climbing into
the low 40s. Highs are expect-
ed to be in the 40s through at
least Tuesday. See page 2 for
an extended outlook.

The Jay County Commis-
sioners and Jay County Coun-
cil joint session to discuss
broadband internet service
that was scheduled for 5 p.m.
Friday has been postponed. It
will be held at 6 p.m. Monday
in the auditorium at Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse.

Friday — Preview of  the
wrestling regional tourna-
ment at JCHS.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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‘Super’ show

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Are they truly not connect-
ed to reality?

Or might they really be
super?

Jay County Junior-Senior
High School’s drama club will
answer those questions this
weekend with its production
of  the comedy “Super
Freaks.”

The bulk of  the cast mem-
bers are back from the fall pro-
duction of  “Salem’s Daugh-
ter,” this time testing their
chops as comedic actors.

“We did a serious play, kind
of  a thriller, drama, for the fall
play …  and now we decided to
do something funny,” said
director Cain Bilbrey, remem-
bering that when he was in
high school the pattern was to
do a drama, a comedy and a

musical each year. “That was
just kind of  the set standard.
So I kind of  follow along with
that. … So I thought it would
be fun to do a comedy. And
that gives the kids a chance to

do something serious and do
something funny. Not every-
body likes to do drama. Some
people want to get on stage
and be goofy and have fun at it
and make people laugh.”

He first looked at “Super
Freaks” because of  its smaller
cast size and its flexibility —
most of  the roles can be played
by either gender — and was
drawn in to its potential after
getting his hands on the
script.

“After I read it and then I
had the students read it they
were like, ‘Oh, this could be a
lot of  fun,’” Bilbrey said.

“Super Freaks” is set in
Stanley J. Kirby Psychiatric
Hospital that is the subject of
reporting by journalist Lois
Lancaster — Labibah Awliya
and Maley Recker are splitting
the role — who is writing

about the current state of
mental health facilities.

“We have patients in a psychi-
atric hospital who think they’re
superheroes,” said Bilbrey. “And
there is a particular reporter —
think Lois Lane — who is trying
to figure it out. She feels some-
thing about this place, but she
doesn’t quite know … And
there’s a bit of  a ruse going on as
to are they really mental patients
or are they superheroes.”

The quirky superheroes
and/or patients imagine (or
have?) various super powers:

•Speed Freak (played by
Natalee Hough) can, you guessed
it, run at incredible speeds.

•Dim Bulb (Aeroelet Cooke)
can turn off  lights with his
brain.

•Mental (Sammie Sager)
believes she can read minds.

See ‘Super’ page 2

Production features psychiatric patients
who believe they are actually superheroes

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Stellar is back.
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch

announced recently that
the state program previous-
ly known as Stellar Com-
munities is returning this
year in a revamped format
now known as Stellar Path-
ways.

The program will contin-
ue to be administered
through the Indiana Office
of  Community and Rural
Affairs (OCRA).

“Rural Indiana is our
next great economic devel-
opment frontier,” said
Crouch in a video announc-
ing the new program. “It’s
full of  Hoosiers who are
dedicated to growing their
community, who are hard-
working, resilient, opti-
mistic and forward think-
ing.”

Jay County and its
municipalities were
involved in the process sev-
eral times, with Dunkirk
selected as one of  three
finalists in 2015 and the Jay!
Region as one of  four final-
ists in 2019. Portland was
one of  12 cities that
received a site visit in the
program’s inaugural year
(2011), but did not make it
into the top five.

Stellar Pathways will
build off  of  Stellar Commu-
nities and continue to be a
multi-million dollar invest-
ment initiative. It will offer
up to $8 million in Commu-
nity Development Block
Grants through OCRA, $3
million in rural federal aid
through Indiana Depart-
ment of  Transportation
and $1.5 million in Commu-
nity Housing Development
Organization funding
through the Indiana Hous-
ing and Community Devel-
opment Agency. Additional
funding will also be avail-
able through the state
departments of  health,
agriculture and natural
resources as well as Indi-
ana Destination Develop-
ment Corporation.

See Stellar page 2

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

INDIANAPOLIS — Three bills
authored by a local legislator
cleared Indiana Senate Tax and
Fiscal Policy Committee.

Sen. Travis Holdman’s Senate
Bills 61, 147 and 228 — they
address tourism improvement
districts, child care property tax
exemption and department of
revenue issues, respectively —
were all approved Tuesday dur-
ing the committee’s final hearing
of  the 2024 session.

Senate Bills 61 and 228 passed
the committee unanimously, 14-0.
Senate Bill 147 passed 9-4 on a
party-line vote. All three now
move to the full Senate for second
and third readings.

Senate Bill 147, which Hold-
man authored along with Sen.
Linda Rogers (R-Granger) and
Sen. Ed Charbonneau (R-Val-
paraiso), would make changes
regarding property tax exemp-

tions to for-profit early childhood
education providers. It would
add a curriculum requirement
for all children and provide a par-
tial property tax exemption for
employers that provide child
care.

Concern about the bill during
the committee hearing was
regarding the tax exemption,
with Sen. Fady Qaddoura (D-
Indianapolis) saying the bill sub-
sidizes for-profit entities without
requirements that the recouped
tax dollars go toward solving

childcare challenges. He also said
he believes it’s bad public policy
to fund education via property
taxes.

“I sincerely appreciate Sen.
Rogers,” said Qaddoura. “I agree
with her on the intent. It’s a big
problem in the state of  Indiana.
We need to fix it, but this bill is
truly a subsidy for for-profit enti-
ties without any guardrail to
truly direct it at childcare deserts
or the kids that need to benefit
from this program.”

See Bills page 2

Bills clear committee
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Ferner’s friendship
Four-year-old Eli Ferner selects beads for a

friendship bracelet Tuesday at Jay County Public
Library. Ferner created a bracelet for his stuffed bear
and for himself as part of the event, which offered
crafts and story time for children with their toys.

Dunkirk, Jay
were finalists

for designation
2015 and 2019

Stellar
returns
in new
format

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Natalee Hough (left) gestures while portraying Speed Freak as she talks to Jovana Markovic as Kevin during
Tuesday’s rehearsal for the Jay County Junior-Senior High School production of the comedy “Super Freaks.” Performances
are scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. Admission will be $5.

Holdman’s measures address
tourism districts, tax matters

and child care exemptions

Schedule
and tickets

7 p.m. Friday
2 and 7 p.m. Saturday

2 p.m. Sunday

Tickets are $5 and will
be available at the door.
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Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a Full-Time Healthcare
Nurse for Day Shift! Position will be 3 days/week, 6am-6pm,
with a weekend rotation required. Candidates must be
licensed in the State of Indiana as a Licensed Practical Nurse
or Registered Nurse and be dependable, flexible, and have
excellent interpersonal skills. Position eligible for insurance
benefits, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan
participation.

$5,000 Sign On Bonus!!!
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, in person, or

send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR

Swiss Village, Inc.
1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

careers@swissvillage.org

FULL-TIME, 
DAY SHIFT NURSE

Opportunities available include:
• Full-time, 2nd shift; 40 hours/week, 2pm-10pm with 

every other weekend and holiday required;
• Part-time, 2nd shift; 40 hours/pay period (every 2 weeks), 

2pm-10pm with every other weekend and 
holiday required;

• Part-time, 3rd shift; 32 hours/pay period (every 2 weeks), 
10pm-6am with every other weekend and 
holiday required;

• Part-time, 1st shift; 16 hours/pay period (every 2 weeks), 
6am-2pm with every other weekend and holiday required.

These positions will assist residents in the Assisted
Residential, Residential Living, and Independent Living areas
of Swiss Village with Activities of Daily Living. Candidates
must have an active Indiana Certified Nursing Assistant
license and must exhibit a cooperative and positive attitude
towards co-workers and residents.
Full-time position eligible for benefits, including health, dental,
vision, and life insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b)
Retirement Plan participation.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St., Berne, IN 46711
Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

SWISS VILLAGE, INC. IS NOW SEEKING
CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS FOR

RESIDENTIAL/ASSISTED LIVING! 

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a Part-Time
Residential/Assisted Living Nurse to provide nursing services
to residents in Assisted Residential, Residential Living, and
Independent Living. This position will be every 3rd weekend,
every 4th holiday, and varying weekdays. Candidates must
be a graduate of an accredited School of Nursing and be
currently licensed in the State of Indiana as a Registered
Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse. Candidates must exhibit
a cooperative and positive attitude towards co-workers and
residents.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Taylor Lehman, VP of HR
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

PART-TIME RESIDENTIAL/
ASSISTED LIVING NURSE 

Today
Kable, Jeremy: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Young, Ruby: 1 p.m., Fort
Recovery Church of the

Nazarene, 401 E. Boundary St.,

Fort Recovery.

Carter, Troy: 2 p.m., Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.

Windsor St., Montpelier.

Saturday
Mohler, Natomi: 11:30 a.m.,

First Church of Christ, 1049

Union City Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Natomi Mohler, Fort
Recovery, April 11, 1933-
Jan. 29, 2024. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at
11:30 a.m. Saturday at
First Church of Christ, 1049
Union City Road, Fort Recov-
ery.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices
for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area
free of  charge. They
include the name, city of
residence, birth/death
date and time/date/loca-
tion of  services.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

As opposed to the previous for-
mat, which first focused on work-
ing with individual municipalities
and then self-selected regions, Stel-
lar Pathways is for communities
within county boundaries.

The county government or a
non-profit that serves the entire
county, such as a community foun-
dation or economic development
organization, can serve as the lead
applicant. It must partner with
municipalities within the county
to create a region.

Applicants must commit to a
five-year process that will include
capacity training, community
engagement strategies, asset iden-
tification and project prioritization
and implementation.

“The Stellar Pathways program
partners with a variety of  state

agencies to assist regions in creat-
ing transformative capital
improvement projects,” said
OCRA director of  strategic initia-
tives Andrea Kern, who is the pro-
gram director for Stellar Path-
ways.

The first step for any county or
non-profit interested in the pro-
gram is to take part in a two-day
workshop — they are scheduled for
Feb. 15 and 16, Feb. 22 and 23 in
Lebanon and March 4 and 5 in
Danville — to learn about the new
program. (Three to five representa-
tives of  the entity can attend.)

Applicants must submit a letter
of  intent by May 1, after which
OCRA will select four communi-
ties to move forward with the
process. It will include community
engagement training and individu-
alized coaching through the Ball

State University Indiana Commu-
nities Institutes. Communities cho-
sen will receive $50,000 to go
toward the development of  a strate-
gic investment plan that will be
due to OCRA by Nov. 1.

Two communities will be select-
ed as Stellar Pathways designees,
which will have five years to com-
plete projects and programs.
(Funding will be applied for indi-
vidually.)

Stellar Communities launched
in 2011 as a way to provide assis-
tance with planning and invest-
ment in communities across the
state. It continued with various
tweaks through 2019, with the 2020
process canceled upon the out-
break of  the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Communities awarded over the
life of  the program were Greencas-

tle and North Vernon in 2011, Del-
phi and Princeton in 2012, Bedford
and Richmond in 2013, Hunting-
burg and Wabash in 2014, Craw-
fordsville and North Liberty in
2015, Corydon and Rushville in
2016, and Madison and Culver in
2017. In 2018 — the first under the
regional approach — winners were
the Health and Heritage region
(Hancock County, Greenfield and
Fortville) and New Allen Alliance
(Allen County, Woodburn, New
Haven, Grabill, Leo-Cedarville and
Monroeville). Marshall County
Crossroads (Argos, Bourbon, Bre-
men, Culver, Plymouth and Mar-
shall County) beat out the Jay!
Region, the Constellation of  Starke
(Hamlet, Knox, North Judson and
Starke County) and Safe and Wel-
come (Knightstown, New Castle
and Henry County) in 2019.

Stellar ...

Continued from page 1
Sen. Andrea Hunley (D-

Indianapolis) expressed
similar concerns and said
she’d like the property tax
exemption to be an “opt-in”
for local governing bodies
rather than a requirement.

Senate Bill 228 from
Holdman, who represents
all of  Jay, Blackford,
Adams and Wells counties
as well as part of  Allen
County, covers various
issues involving Indiana
Department of  Revenue. Its
five major provisions as
described by department

of  revenue director of  tax
policy Colin Davis during
Tuesday’s hearing are:

•Removing a transaction
threshold for out-of-state
retail merchants as a
requirement for register-
ing with the state depart-
ment of  revenue. (He noted
that other states are plan-
ning to reciprocate, thus
removing a burden from
small businesses.)

•Eliminating the require-
ment for a utility study as
part of  the requirement to
apply for a utility sales tax
exemption. (The provision

mostly impacts restau-
rants and is designed to
simplify the process of
seeking the exemption.)

•Clarifying the statute of
limitations of  periodic
taxes. It would set the
return due date at Jan. 31
for all taxes from the previ-
ous calendar year.

•Requiring that taxes col-
lected by sheriffs be dis-
tributed by electronic
transfer.

•Allowing the depart-
ment to share certain pri-
vate information with tax
preparers and software

companies in cases in
which the department
believes fraudulent returns
have been filed. (Davis said
such returns generally
involve a tax preparer hav-
ing had a security breach.
This provision is intended
to allow the preparer to
investigate such issues.

Holdman’s Senate Bill 61
would allow for petitions to
create tourism improve-
ment districts. Such dis-
tricts would utilize a tax
rate to generate funds for
marketing and/or develop-
ment.

Continued from page 1
•Kevin (Jovana Markovic) is less

quirky, initially, and doesn’t have a
superhero costume or name.

Dr. Gail Eisner (Izzy Winkles) is
the hospital administrator who
tries to effectively run the facility.

Sager is the lone senior in the
group.

“My miss reliability,” said Bil-
brey. “She has a fun role and
brings my seasoned-veteran to the
stage.”

“And then my pinch-hitter from
the last show who came in and
saved us, Aeroelet Cooke is joining
us (again),” he added, noting that
Cooke jumped into a key role late
in the production process for
“Salem’s Daughter. “She has
enthusiastically embraced this
role. It’s great, it’s comical and she
does a great job.

“All of  them do a great job. It’s a
lot of  fun.”

There will be four opportunities

to see the show, which opens with
a performance at 7 p.m. Friday in
the auditorium at JCHS. There are
two shows Saturday — 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. — and the production will
close with a 2 p.m. matinee Sunday.

Admission is $5 and tickets will
be available at the door.

“We want to get as many people
out here as we can,” said Bilbrey.
“Come out and support it. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of
these kids.”

‘Super’ ...

Intersection crash
A New Jersey man drove

through the intersection of  U.S. 27
and Indiana 18/Indiana 67 and his
vehicle struck a Pennville woman’s
car about 3:20 p.m. Tuesday.

Tonya J. Berry, 36, was driving
her 2017 Hyundai Sonata south on
U.S. 27 near the intersection
where Indiana 18 turns into Indi-
ana 67. 

As she drove through the inter-

section, a 2017 Honda Accord,
driven by 60-year-old Kim
Yongchan of  Somerset, New Jer-
sey, struck the back of  her car.

Damage is estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000.

Capsule Reports

Bills ...

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Russia and Ukraine
swapped about 400 prison-
ers, renewing exchanges a
week after the downing of  a
plane that Moscow claimed
was carrying detainees for
transfer to Kyiv.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
in an Instagram post
Wednesday that 207 cap-
tives, both soldiers and
civilians, were returned
from Russia. Russia’s
Defense Ministry said in a
statement that it received
195 soldiers in exchange for
195 sent to Ukraine.

Zelenskiy’s statement
didn’t clarify whether the
prisoners had been part of
the broader swap planned
at the time the plane
crashed in Russia’s Belgo-
rod region on Jan. 24. 

Prisoner
swaps
resume

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$188 million

Mega Millions
3-5-16-58-59
Mega Ball: 11
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$333 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-6-2
Daily Four: 9-6-8-6
Quick Draw: 2-5-8-12-

13-16-19-22-25-31-32-35-
36-42-54-56-62-66-69-72

Evening
Daily Three: 1-9-4
Daily Four: 0-2-7-4
Quick Draw: 9-20-22-

32-37-39-44-50-55-59-60-63-
64-65-66-71-73-76-77-80

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-7-3
Pick 4: 1-2-8-3
Pick 5: 9-2-7-6-5
Evening
Pick 3: 8-5-1
Pick 4: 7-5-4-5
Pick 5: 8-8-9-3-3
Rolling Cash: 9-12-28-

33-39
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1790, the U.S.
Supreme Court first
assembled in New York
City. Chief  Justice John
Jay, for whom Jay Coun-
ty is named, postponed
the court’s first session
because some of  the
justices were unable to
reach New York
because of  travel
issues.

In 1859, cellist and
composer Victor Her-
bert was born in
Dublin, Ireland. His
best known work is the
comic operetta “Babes
in Toyland,” which was
inspired by Frank L.
Baum’s book “The Won-
derful Wizard of  Oz.”

In 1902, writer and
poet Langston Hughes
was born in Joplin, Mis-

souri. He was known for
his poems, stories and
other writings about
Black American Life.

In 2004, Kurtis Hess
won the 135-pound title
in the sectional
wrestling tournament
at Jay County. He
defeated Andy Myers of
Adams Central, rolling
out to an 8-3 lead in the
first period and pinning
him in the second.

In 2022, the Class 3A
No. 6 Jay County High
School girls basketball
team lost 36-33 in over-
time to eighth-ranked
Hamilton Heights in
the opening round of
the Class 3A Sectional
24 tournament at York-
town.

—The CR

CR almanac

43/30 48/30 49/30 44/27 45/28
Mostly

sunny skies
are expected
Friday. At night,
the low may
dip to 30
degrees.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows sunny
skies with a
high in the
mid 40s.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Monday,
when the
high will be
around 44
degrees.

Sunny skies
are expected
on Saturday,
when the high
will reach the
upper 40s.

Another
day of sunny
skies is in the
forecast for
Sunday, when
the high will
be 49.

Friday
2/2

Saturday
2/3

Sunday
2/4

Monday
2/5

Tuesday
2/6

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Personnel Committee,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint ses-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St. 

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.52
Feb. corn ..................4.52
Wheat ......................5.13

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.52
Feb. corn ..................4.50
March corn ..............4.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.37
Feb. corn ..................4.32
Beans ......................11.88

Jan. beans ..............11.98
Wheat ...................... 5.54

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.32
Feb. corn ..................4.32
Beans ......................11.99
Feb. beans ..............11.99
Wheat ......................5.51

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.45
March corn ..............4.47
Beans ......................11.78
Feb. beans...............11.78
Wheat ......................5.13



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through

miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,
in community room 1. For
more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Feb. 2, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each

month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call (260)
589-3173.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of

the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

The Baylor LPN/RN at Swiss Village, Inc. will be a weekend-
only LPN/RN position working from 6am-6pm on Fridays and
Saturdays OR Saturdays and Sundays. This position will work
24 hours/week and be paid for 36 hours/week. Candidates
must be willing to work 48/52 weekends per year. Baylor
LPNs/RNs will be considered Full-Time status and are eligible
for benefits including health, dental, vision, and life insurance,
Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan participation.
$5,000 sign-on bonus!!

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

THE BAYLOR LPN/RN 

Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-
Time Team Teacher to work 32+ hours/week! Varied hours
from 6am-5pm M-F. Responsibilities include providing high
quality childcare services and assisting the Lead Teacher with
supervision of the classroom. Must have a high school
diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. Strong desire
to work with children required. Educational background in
early childhood is preferred.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

KINDER HAUS DAYCARE –
FULL-TIME TEAM TEACHER

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I’m a widow. I
have a friend I’ll call “Greta,”
whom I have known since high
school. I was very shy back then.
She was more outgoing, but our
group of  friends was small. Over
the years, I have become more
outgoing, while Greta seems to
be withdrawing socially. 

She often tells me she will go
to an event only if  I go with her,
but when I commit to it and pay
for my part, she usually backs
out. The problem is, Greta picks
events I would otherwise not
choose to attend or that none of
my other friends are attending,
so I must go alone or lose the
money. 

I’m about to retire, so I’ll have
less income. I am also working
on widening my circle of  friends
so I can remain active. Greta
wants to be invited and gets
upset if  I don’t ask her to join
me. However, she sees no prob-
lem with her constant no-shows. 

This is putting a strain on our
relationship and on my newly

formed friendships. I feel guilty
for moving on socially, but I’m
afraid I’ll end up isolated if  I try
to meet her demands. What can I
do to meet my own needs and
still maintain her friendship? —
NAVIGATING FRIENDSHIP

DEAR NAVIGATING: You
may not be able to do both.
Have you pointed out to Greta
that what she has been doing
is unfair, not to mention
expensive? If  you haven’t, do
it now. If  you have told her
and have been ignored,
remind her. When you do,
express plainly that what she
has been doing is rude, and if
it happens again, you will no
longer buy tickets for her

events. Then step back and
see her less often, and only
one-on-one if  you see her at
all.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My adult son

suffered a nervous breakdown a
couple of  years ago. Ever since,
he has been blaming me for all
his problems. It was always
important to me to be a good
mother, and I tried to be. Now he
claims I was “emotionally abu-
sive.” (I never tried to be abu-
sive.) He has put me through hell
the last couple of  years with his
nasty accusations. I don’t know
where it’s coming from. 

Abby, he blames me for every-
thing bad in his life. I am upset
and crying all the time. He used
to be sweet, and we were
extremely close. Now he says he
doesn’t want to see me unless I
get therapy! 

Everyone who knows me
knows I would never hurt my
son. It seems like he is going out
of  his way to hurt me. I think he

needs to take responsibility for
his own life and quit using me as
his whipping post. Am I wrong?
What should I do? — WOUNDED
MOM IN WISCONSIN

DEAR MOM: I think you
should agree to the therapy,
but that it should be FAMILY
therapy with a licensed men-
tal health professional. Your
son may (or may not) have
some legitimate complaints,
but it would be better if  they
were heard by an unbiased
mediator. 

I can’t guarantee this will
solve all the problems you’re
having with your troubled
son, but it will give each of
you the opportunity to hear
where the other is coming
from. After that, if  the rela-
tionship doesn’t improve, do
what you must to protect
your emotional well-being
and stop communicating with
him.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: At Christmas, I

worked all day cooking a lovely
turkey dinner with all the side
dishes and champagne. I told my
“mature adult” boyfriend that
dinner would be ready at 5 p.m.

At 5 p.m., I put the (hot) food
on the table and called my BF to
come in. Instead of  coming to
the table, “Mr. Mannerless”
made an (unnecessary) phone
call to a woman friend and
talked for nearly an hour. While
the dinner got cold, I got hot!
When he finally got off  the
phone, he grabbed a plate of  food
and left to watch TV. He didn’t
even eat with me! What should I
have done? — SIMMERING IN
SOUTH DAKOTA

DEAR SIMMERING: It isn’t
a matter of  what you should
have done last Christmas. The
question is what you intend
to do about someone as incon-
siderate as the unapprecia-
tive turkey you have been dat-
ing. He may be a mature
adult, but his disregard for
your feelings is appalling.

60th anniversary

Paul and
Janet Resler

The Reslers are celebrating 60 years of  marriage today.
Paul E. Resler and Janet S. Osenbaugh wed Feb. 1, 1964, in Winchester.

Paul Resler retired after working for 38 years at Portland Forge and also
served as a bass singer with the Christianaires Quartet for 36 years.

The rural Portland couple had six children, Christina (Andrew) White
of  Portland, Joseph Resler of  Portland, Gene Resler of  Portland, Teresa
Resler of  Portland, Johnathan Resler of  Portland and Deborah (Burke)
Goines of  St. Henry, Ohio. They also have nine grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren.

The Reslers plan to celebrate with a meal at a restaurant.

Friend consistently flakes on social outings
Dear
Abby

By JOEL STREED
Mayo Clinic News Network
Tribune News Service

Severe weather across
many parts of  the country
has caused a lot of  prob-
lems, but one effect you
may not have heard about
is on the nation’s blood sup-
ply. According to the Amer-
ican Red Cross, the nation’s
blood supply is critically
low. The organization
reports that the weather
has caused many blood
drives to be canceled and
made it harder for the Red
Cross to move supplies
around to meet needs.

Nearly 16 million blood
components are transfused
each year in the U.S., also
according to the Red Cross.
Daily needs include 29,000
units of  red blood cells,

5,000 units of  platelets and
6,500 units of  plasma.

People need a blood
transfusion for many rea-
sons. Some may need blood
during surgery. Others
depend on it after an acci-
dent or because they have a
disease that requires blood
components.

Blood donation makes all
of  this possible. There is no
substitute for human blood.
All transfusions use blood
from a donor. The four
blood types — A, B, AB and
O — are differentiated by
specific proteins called
antigens. And blood also is
classified by the Rhesus, or
Rh, factor — negative or
positive. Ideally, blood
transfusions are performed
with donated blood that’s
an exact match for type and

Rh factor. For emergency
transfusions, especially if
the situation is life-threat-
ening or the matching
blood type is in short sup-
ply, Type O-negative blood
is the variety of  blood that
has the lowest risk of  caus-
ing serious reactions for
most people who receive it.
Because of  this, it’s some-
times called the universal
blood donor type.

Blood donation is a vol-
untary procedure that can
save the lives of  others. Sev-
eral types of  blood dona-
tion meet different medical
needs. The most common
type is whole blood dona-
tion. About a pint of  whole
blood is donated, and the
blood is then separated into
its components: red cells,
plasma and platelets.

Blood supply critically low
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To the editor:
This letter is so dang late, but

my mother would be somewhat
proud that I was better late than
never.

My name is Pat Clancy,
retired lieutenant with the New
York City Fire Department and
an ambassador for Tunnel to
Towers Foundation (T2T). I was
part of  the event Museum of
the Soldier held at your remark-
able fairgrounds last Septem-
ber.

I have been privileged to rep-
resent T2T for over a dozen
years now and have visited
many of  our great towns in the

USA. I can't say any of  my expe-
riences were like what we expe-
rienced with our visit to Port-
land. When I was first asked if  I
was available I thought, “Oh
great, I will be visiting Maine.”
I didn’t know about the one “IN
Indiana,” as my t-shirt that was
given to me says. 

Your town is Mayberry —
well, maybe a bit bigger, but my
experiences must be similar to
those in that make-believe town
on TV. The children that visited
us all were so very respectful.
They looked in the eye and said
sir more than I heard in a life-
time in New York.

I started our day by having
coffee in our hotel while read-
ing The Commercial Review. We
ate breakfast each morning at
Richards, an iconic small-town
diner where the people who
worked there and the people
who ate there I sensed worked
hard and loved our country.

Then there was the parade.
That was the icing. Waving
from our jeep at the children
and adults on the route again
gave me the feeling of  what is
great about our country. 

I learned that Jim Waechter
of  Museum of  the Soldier spent
a couple of  years fundraising to
get the T2T 9/11 exhibit to your
town. We are all volunteers but
it costs the foundation operat-
ing and maintenance for the
exhibit. The founder and T2T
CEO Frank Siller noted that
and presented Jim with a piece
of  steel that was from the World
Trade Center.

I am asked to be part of  the
exhibit three or four times a
year (other firefighters do the
same) and tell the story about
9/11, Stephen Sillers's heroic
story and what the foundation
does for our soldiers, police and
firefighters killed or injured in
the line of  duty.

I will always remember my
stay in Portland and will go out
of  my way to visit the town and
say hi to my many new friends
in my future travels.

Sincerely,
Pat Clancy
FDNY retired
T2T ambassador

Community made an impression

By MICHAEL FELSEN
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

In this country, the
rights you get as a worker
— like overtime pay, a
safe workplace and the
right to organize into a
union — depend on a
seemingly simple ques-
tion: Are you an employ-
ee? If  the answer is yes,
you get a plateful of
rights and protections
under federal and state
law. If  the answer is no —
meaning you’re an inde-
pendent contractor in
business for yourself  —
the plate is empty.

When employers mis-
classify their employees
as independent contrac-
tors, and avoid providing
the rights and protections
various labor laws
require, individual work-
ers get hurt.
Taxpayers suffer too,
with billions in revenue
lost from programs like
workers’ compensation
and unemployment insur-
ance.

So how do we know
who’s an employee and
who isn’t? The bad news
is that the answer can
vary from one law to
another.

The good news is that,
at least with one impor-
tant law, we have a lot
more clarity on how to
answer the question. On
Jan. 10, the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Labor (DOL)
issued a long-awaited reg-
ulation that addresses
how to properly classify a
worker under the Fair
Labor Standards Act. The
FLSA, passed by Con-
gress in 1938, set basic
labor standards for
employees — like a feder-
al minimum wage and
overtime pay. Its defini-
tion of  who qualifies as
an employee is broad.

DOL’s new rule focuses
on whether, as a matter of
“economic reality,” a
worker is economically
dependent on an employ-
er for work (hence, an
employee), or is in busi-
ness for themself  (thus,
an independent contrac-
tor). It makes clear, for
example, that working
longer and harder to
make more “profit,” or
buying or leasing a car
because that’s what the
potential employer
requires, does not suggest
that you’re running your
own business. Mean-
while, if  you perform
work that’s necessary to
the potential employer’s
business, that indicates
you’re an employee — as
does the company’s use
of  technological and digi-
tal means to surveil and
assign your work, and its
ability to set wages and
prices.

The new rule replaces
one from the Trump era
that made it much easier
for companies to treat
their workers as inde-
pendent contractors. In
2021, the Economic Policy
Institute estimated that
the Trump regulation
would have reduced work-
er compensation (trans-
ferring it to employers)
by at least $3.3 billion
annually. The more than
55,000 comments the DOL
received when the cur-
rent rule was proposed
reflect the significance —
and contentiousness — of
the issue in today’s ever-
more-fissured economy,
where efforts to sidestep
employer responsibility
to workers in a wide
array of  industries are
rampant.

Take the gig economy,
for example. One in seven
gig workers earn less
than the federal mini-
mum wage on an hourly
basis, and almost 30%
earn less than the appli-
cable state minimum
wage. Supposedly “in
business for themselves,”
one in five went hun-
gry because they couldn’t
afford enough to eat. As
one expert put it, gig
work has “gone from
being the possibility of
freedom to the certainty
of  insecurity.”

The DOL rule makes
clear that many gig econ-
omy workers — likely
including ride-hail and
delivery drivers for cor-
porate behemoths like
Uber, Lyft, DoorDash and
Instacart — are, in fact,
employees, at least under
the FLSA. Hence, they’re
entitled to the plate of
benefits that this status
provides.

All businesses need to
carefully determine
whether their workers
are employees or not.
Under the FLSA, chances
are they’re going to be
employees. But in case of
doubt, the new DOL rule,
thankfully, will help
shine a light.

••••••••••
Felsen served as New

England Regional Solici-
tor for the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Labor from 2010
to 2018, capping a 39-year
career as an attorney with
the agency. He currently
serves as senior advisor to
justice at work and strate-
gic enforcement advisor to
the Workplace Justice Lab
at Rutgers University.

New rule helps
to shine a light
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Letters to
the Editor

Michael
Felsen

By BRENDEN BODILY
and MEGAN JENKINS
Tribune News Service

After graduating from
high school in Vernal,
Utah, Kray Haslem spent
seven years gaining the
licenses and experience he
needed to become a com-
mercial airline pilot. In
2019, Kray was working as
a flight instructor to gain
flight hours and advance
his career. One day, he was
on a practice flight with a
student when shortly after
takeoff, the engine failed
and the plane crashed.

Thankfully, both Kray
and his student survived.
But Kray’s injuries made it
impossible for him to con-
tinue his aviation career. In
one moment, the years of
effort he had invested in
his career were no longer
relevant. As he recovered,
he started looking for a
new career path to support
his family. Kray decided to
complete a programming
apprenticeship and eventu-
ally began working as a
back-end web developer.

Tragic circumstances
like Kray’s aren’t the only
reason people are forced to
switch careers. Today,
advances in artificial intel-
ligence are leading many to
wonder how workers will
stay competitive. Research
by Goldman Sachs esti-
mates that as many as two-
thirds of  jobs in the U.S.
and Europe could be at
least partially automated
by AI in the future.

This challenge isn’t new.
Throughout history, tech-
nological advances have
pushed workers to gain
new skills or move into new
industries to remain rele-
vant. For example, from
2000 to 2010, 5.6 million U.S.
manufacturing jobs were
lost. Researchers at Ball
State University estimat-

ed that 87.8% of  those loss-
es were caused by produc-
tivity improvements, large-
ly driven by technological
development.

As the pace of  innova-
tion continues to increase,
how can we help displaced
workers become qualified
for work in new industries?
This process is known as
reskilling. Our
research found that the
most effective programs
have industry-driven cur-
riculums, often bolstered
by high levels of  employer
involvement. They also
provide transparent
employment outcomes and
widely recognized skill sig-
nals, such as credentials.
Apprenticeships like the
program Kray participated
in are strongly suited to
provide these.

In an apprenticeship,
students are trained on the
job, typically with supple-
mental classroom instruc-
tion. They learn the trade
by doing the trade, learn-
ing to handle the unantici-
pated challenges and
unique customer requests
that arise in any real job.
For example, after Kray
developed an understand-
ing of  the programming
languages his company
used, he solidified his skill
set and built a portfolio of
experience as he was put to
work on real projects for
clients.

Another example is elec-
tricians, who accounted for
the largest share of  Ameri-
can apprentices in 2021.

Apprentices in this field
take classes on electrical
theory and regulation all
while completing the 8,000
work hours needed for cer-
tification. This on-the-job
experience is supervised
by an experienced electri-
cian.

Employers face a direct
incentive to give their
trainees the highest-quality
training possible. A highly
skilled apprentice is better
equipped to create more
value for their company.

Our research finds that
this training approach is a
powerful one. In one study,
apprentices saw wage
growth that was 2.7 times
faster than that of  similar
workers without the same
hands-on training. Ninety
percent of  registered
apprentices keep their jobs
when they finish training.

Although apprentice-
ships are common in many
countries, they are relative-
ly uncommon in the U.S.
This is despite hundreds of
millions of  dollars in feder-
al funds being spent over
the past few decades to sup-
port their development.

Why aren’t apprentice-
ships more common? In
many states, workers in
specific industries must
hold an occupational
license before they are
allowed to work, making it
impossible for apprentices
to learn on the job. Some
states have recognized this
barrier. In Utah and Min-
nesota, lawmakers have
recently allowed for nurs-

ing apprenticeships in
combination with a tradi-
tional nursing program.
These changes are crucial
to encourage more workers
to move into in-demand
fields like health care.

Another reason appren-
ticeships aren’t more com-
mon is that businesses
aren’t rewarded for provid-
ing them. Currently,
employers can’t deduct the
cost of  investing in human
capital like they can for
physical assets like equip-
ment. One way to expand
apprenticeships would be
through a simple change to
the tax code. Labor econo-
mist Michael Farren sug-
gests allowing businesses
to deduct the cost of
reskilling their employees
from their taxes. This
would incentivize more
employers to start their
own training programs,
including in industries
where on-the-job training
is not currently a common
practice. These programs
could also address labor
shortages in fields like
nursing, IT and automotive
work.

Encouraging apprentice-
ships would enable more
job seekers like Kray to
benefit from paid, employ-
er-led career training. In an
era of  significant economic
and technological change,
effective reskilling pro-
grams can be life-changing
for individuals and can
help maintain a dynamic
workforce that effectively
embraces new technology.

••••••••••
Bodily is an undergradu-

ate research fellow at the
Center for Growth and
Opportunity at Utah State
University. Jenkins is senior
research director at the Cen-
ter for Growth and Oppor-
tunity at Utah State Univer-
sity.

Apprenticeships can help workers
Brenden Bodily

and
Megan Jenkins
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)

1209 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St., Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Yinger
(937) 337-5781
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St.,

Portland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Satur-

day, 5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 11 a.m.

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ .org  

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191  

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, February 1, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY February 16TH,

2024
TIME 4:30 P.M.

LOCATED: 4023 S 800
W, 

Redkey IN
296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in sec-
tion 7 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
74.83 acres tillable bal-
ance being confinement
buildings, shop buildings,
house, and wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in

section 7 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with 90
acres tillable balance

being wooded and road
frontage.

Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland

Township, Jay County all
tillable.

Note:  For private show-
ing phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more

photos.  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

THE JAY COUNTY
HIGHWAY Department
is accepting applications
for the position of Road
Foreman. Applications
may be picked up and
dropped off at 1035 E
200 North Portland, IN,
47371, Monday through
Friday, from 7:00 am–
5:00 pm. Class B CDL is
required. Job descrip-
tions may be picked up,
upon request. Applica-
tions will be accepted
through Friday, February
2nd. 
THE TOWN OF PEN-
NVILLE IS looking for a
Water and Wastewater
Operator. The Water and
Wastewater Operator is
responsible for operating
the Town’s Water and
Wastewater divisions, in
accordance with all fed-
eral, state, and local reg-
ulation and require-
ments. The operator is
responsible for supervis-
ing contract labor.
Please contact Josh
Miller at 260-729-1354. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR

$695

GET ONE FOR

$350
Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

90 SALE  CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

Public Notice
SUMMONS - SERVICE BY PUBLICATION

NOTICE OF SUIT
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR COURT 1
CAUSE NO.:38D01-2312-MF-000028

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC FKA QUICKEN LOANS LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF JERIC COONS, 

DECEASED AND
OCCUPANT(S) OF 11232 W 800 S, REDKEY, IN 47373,

Defendants.
The State of Indiana to the Defendants above named, and any other
person who may be concerned:  You are notified that you have been
sued in the Court above named.  The nature of the suit against you
is a Complaint on Note and for  Foreclosure of Mortgage on the fol-
lowing described real estate:

Part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 28 Township 22 North,
Range 12 East, Richland Township, Jay County, Indiana, more
particularly described as follows, to-wit: commencing at the
Southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of Section 28, Town-
ship 22 North, Range 12 East, Richland Township, Jay County, In-
diana; thence West 1137 feet to the point of beginning; thence
North 187 feet to a stake; thence West 122 feet to a stake; thence
South 187 feet to a stake; thence East 122 feet to the point of be-
ginning, and containing 0.50 acres more or less.
And Commonly known as:  11232 W 800 S, Redkey, IN 47373
This Summons by Publication is specifically directed to the fol-

lowing named Defendants whose whereabouts are known to me:
OCCUPANT(S) OF 11232 W 800 S, REDKEY, IN 47373

This Summons by Publication is also specifically directed to the
following named Defendants whose whereabouts are unknown to
me:

The Unknown Heirs at Law of Jeric Coons, Deceased
In addition to the above named Defendants being served by this

Summons, there may be other Defendants who have an interest in
this lawsuit.

If you have a claim for relief against the Plaintiff arising from the
same transaction or occurrence, you must assert it in your written
answer.

You must answer the Complaint in writing, by you or your attor-
ney, on or before the 2 day of March, 2024 (the same being within
thirty (30) days after the Third Notice of Suit), and if you fail to do
so, a judgment will be entered against you for what the Plaintiff has
demanded.

ATTEST:
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Jay County Superior Court 1 
S. Brent Potter (10900-49)
Tina M. Caylor (30994-49)

Alan W. McEwan (24051-49)
Nathan A. Dewan (35006-82)

Scott A. Hale (35534-64)
Matthew L. Foutty (20886-49)

Craig D. Doyle (4783-49)
Jessica S. Owens (26533-49)

DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C.
41 E Washington St., Suite 400

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone: 317-264-5000

Fax: 317-264-5400
CR 1-18,25,2-1-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 38C01-2401-MI-000004

KELLY JOHNSON
Plaintiff, 

vs.
FUQUA VENTURES, LLC, ROCK A. FUQUA, KATHY L.

FUQUA, RYAN JOHNSON, THE FARMERS STATE BANK, and
ALL OTHER UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS

Defendants.
NOTICE OF SUIT

The State of Indiana to the defendants above named, and any
other person who may be concerned.
You are notified that you have been sued in the Court above named.
The nature of the suit against you is: to quiet title to the Real Estate
as against any and all claimants, their unknown heirs and/or de-
visees, and against the world located in the City of Dunkirk, Jay
County, State of Indiana, legally described as follows:
TWENTY-FOUR (24) FEET OFF OF AND ALONG THE ENTIRE
WEST SIDE OF LOT NUMBER EIGHT (8) IN BLOCK NUMBER
ONE (1), IN THE
TOWN, NOW CITY OF DUNKIRK, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
Commonly known as 126 E. Commerce Street, Dunkirk, IN 47336, In-
diana State Parcel No. 38-09-08-104-075.000-014 (hereinafter, the
“Building”) and

PART OF LOT NUMBER EIGHT (8) IN BLOCK NUMBER ONE
(1) IN THE TOWN, NOW CITY OF DUNKIRK, JAY COUNTY, IN-
DIANA, AS SHOWN ON A SURVEY COMPLETED BY FARBER
SURVEYING INC. FILE #0820-05, DATED AUGUST 18, 2020,
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT EIGHT
(8), IN BLOCK NUMBER ONE (1) IN THE TOWN, NOW CITY OF
DUNKIRK; THENCE N59°06'27"W (ASSUMED BEARING),
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT #8, A DIS-
TANCE OF 41.00 FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST COMER OF
DEED #202000374; THENCE N30°46'42"E, ALONG THE WEST-
ERLY LINE OF SAID DEED, A DISTANCE OF 62.25 FEET;
THENCE S59°06'27"E, PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTHERLY
LINE OF SAID LOT #8, A
DISTANCE OF 41.00 FEET TO THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID
LOT #8; THENCE S30°46'42"W, A DISTANCE OF 62.25 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 0.06 ACRES MORE
OR LESS.

Commonly known 118 S. Indiana St., Dunkirk, IN 47336, parcel
number 38-09-08-104-076.001- 014 (hereinafter, the “Lot”, and, when
referenced collectively with the Building, the “Real Estate”).
This summons by publication is specifically directed to the follow-
ing named defendants whose addresses are believed to be known:
Fuqua Ventures, LLC, Rock A. Fuqua, Kathy L. Fuqua, Ryan John-
son, and The Farmers State Bank.
In addition to the above-named defendants being served by this
summons, there may be other defendants who have an interest in
this lawsuit.
If you have a claim for relief against the Plaintiff, Kelly Johnson,
arising from the same transaction or occurrence, you must assert it
in your written answer.
You must answer the complaint in writing, by your attorney, on or
before the 18th day of March, 2024 (the same being within thirty (30)
days after the latest possible date for publication of the Third No-
tice of Suit), and if you fail to do so, a judgment will be entered
against you for what the plaintiff has demanded.
Dated:1-25-2024

Clerk, JAY CIRCUIT Court
Mulvey Law LLC

Attorneys for Plaintiff
133 W Market St., #274
Indianapolis, IN 46204

317-721-1339
Courtroom Address and Telephone

120 N. Court St., #9
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-4044
CR 2-1,8,15-2024- HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Jay County — Girls swimming sec-

tional at Jay County – 5:30 p.m.; Boys
basketball vs. Southern Wells – 6 p.m.;
Junior high wrestling at South Adams –
5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
St. Henry – 6 p.m.; Swimming dual-meet
at South Adams – 6 p.m.; Middle school

boys basketball at St. Henry – 5 p.m.;
Eighth grade girls basketball MAC tour-
nament at Parkway – 5 p.m.; Seventh
grade girls basketball MAC tournament
at Coldwater – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Girls basketball sec-

tional semifinal vs. Delta at Yorktown – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs.

St. Henry – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2:45 p.m. — BBL basketball: Ply-
mouth City Patriots at Manchester
Giants (Bally Indiana)

3:15 p.m. — Premier League: Man-
chester United at Wolverhampton (USA)

6 p.m. — NHL: All Star Weekend
(ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Wisconsin at Ohio State (BTN)

7 p.m. — NFL: Pro Bowl games -
Skills Showdown (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Tulane at SMU (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lak-
ers at Boston Celtics (TNT); Indiana Pac-
ers at New York Knicks (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Wisconsin at Nebraska (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: Texas at Baylor (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Stanford at Arizona State (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Philadelphia 76ers
at Utah Jazz (TNT)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Oregon at USC (ESPN)

Friday
2:45 p.m. — BBL basketball: London

Lions at Newcastle Eagles (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

St. Bonaventure at Dayton (ESPN2); Ohio
State at Iowa (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Sacramento Kings
Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Butler at Creighton (FS1); Toledo at
Akron (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
San Jose State at Nevada (FS1)

Jay County Patriots vs.
Yorktown Tigers

Girls varsity summary

Yorktown (13-11)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Barnes 3-13 0-0 7
Hazen 1-3 1-2 4
Wood 0-0 0-0 0
Conklin 3-8 0-0 6
Herron 0-3 0-0 0
Sylvester 9-11 0-0 20
Garrett 3-11 3-7 9
Jaromin 0-0 0-0 0
Chapman 0-1 0-0 0
Hargraves 1-1 0-1 2
Totals 20-51 4-10 48

.392 .400
Def. rebound percentage: .526

Jay County (21-2)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Mhlnkmp 7-19 2-2 16
Saxman 5-7 3-6 13
Schwtrmn 5-15 3-11 14
MDirksen 0-0 0-0 0
Carreno 0-0 0-0 0
Sibray 0-0 0-0 0
Denton 1-5 1-4 3
BDirksen 2-4 1-2 6
May 2-3 0-0 4
Newton 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 22-53 10-25 56

.415 .400
Def. rebound percentage: .485

Score by quarters:
Yorktown 12 11 12 13 — 48
Jay Co. 15 13 10 18 — 56

3-point shooting: Yorktown 4-20
(Sylvester 2-3, Hazen 1-3, Barnes 1-
6, Chapman 0-1, Herron 0-2, Garrett
0-2, Conklin 0-3). Jay County 2-12
(BDirksen 1-2, Schwieterman 1-3,
May 0-1, Muhlenkamp 0-5).

Rebounds: Yorktown 37 (Garrett
13, Sylvester 6, Hazen 4, Conklin 4,
team 4, Barnes 3, Herron 3). Jay
County 34 (Schwieterman 8, team 8,
Saxman 6, BDirksen 4, Muhlenkamp
3, May 3, MDirksen, Sibray).

Assists: Yorktown 7 (Barnes 2,
Conklin 2, Sylvester 2, Hazen). Jay
County 9 (BDirksen 3, Schwieterman
2, Saxman, MDirksen, Denton).

Blocks: Yorktown 4 (Sylvester 2,
Garrett 2). Jay County 2 (Muh-
lenkamp, Saxman).

Personal fouls: Yorktown 17
(Sylvester 5, Barnes 3, Hazen 3,
Conklin 2, Garrett 2, Hargraves 2).
Jay County 10 (Muhlenkamp 3,
BDirksen 2, Schwieterman, MDirk-
sen, Sibray, Denton, May).

Turnovers: Yorktown 20. Jay Coun-
ty 7.

Box score
Continued from page 8

While Dirksen stepped up with her
defense and Muhlenkamp stepped up
offensively, Saxman made an impact
with hustle plays in the fourth quarter. 

During the middle of  the Patriots’ run,
Addison Barnes got downhill toward the
rim when Saxman stepped in from the
weak side to take a charge, swinging
even more momentum in Jay County’s
favor.

“She was really good at driving and
being fancy,” Saxman said of  the York-
town guard, who was held to seven
points after scoring 11 in the first
matchup. “There was really no way to
stop her except getting in front of  her, so
I did what I had to do.

JCHS hit 4-of-10 free throws over the
final minute as Yorktown could only
manage a final shot with five seconds
after both teams subbed their benches
in.

Slyvester finished as the Tigers’ lead-
ing scorer with 20 points on 81.8% shoot-
ing (9-of-11) from the field. She took
advantage of  the Patriots when they

were being aggressive defensively, catch-
ing the ball on the weak-side elbow and
rising up for a jump shot, or ripping
through for a layup.

While Slyvester had an efficient game,
the rest of  Yortkown combined for 11-of-
40 (27.5%) and struggled with turnovers,
giving away the ball 20 times.

“There were times where we were try-
ing to reverse the ball and we just didn’t
make good decisions,” Yorktown coach
Leigh Ann Barga said. “A couple more
made shots and a couple less turnovers,
and we are talking a little bit differently.”

Outside of  Muhlenkamp’s 16 points,
Schwieterman scored 14 and Saxman
added 13.

“All of  our seniors, especially Sophie,
Molly and Breanna, stepped up and did
what they needed to do,” McIntire said.
“They’ve been here before and under-
stand that if  you get beat you go home
and don’t get to play anymore. They defi-
nitely want to move on and continue
their season.

“So, I’m just real proud of  them and
their leadership.”

Survive ...

By CHUCK SCHILKEN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Two-time NBA champion
Rajon Rondo was arrested
in Indiana over the week-
end on charges related to
firearm and drug posses-
sion.

Indiana State Police said
in a news release Tuesday
morning that Rondo, 37,
was driving a black 2022
Tesla that was pulled over
by a trooper Sunday at
around 1 p.m. after a caller
reported the vehicle travel-
ing recklessly on I-65 south-
bound in Bartholomew
County.

During the stop, the
trooper smelled marijuana
coming from the car and
conducted a search. Mari-
juana, drug paraphernalia
and a firearm were found
in Rondo’s possession.
According to the police,
Rondo is “prohibited from
possessing the firearm due
to him having a protection
order in place against
him.”

A juvenile who was also
in the car was released to a
family member, the depart-
ment said in its release.

Rondo was arrested on
misdemeanor charges of
possession of  marijuana,
drug paraphernalia and a
firearm while being prohib-
ited. He was taken to Jack-
son County jail and
released upon paying a
bond. A date will soon be
set for an initial appear-
ance in the Jackson County
Superior Court, the police
department said.

Former
NBA
star
arrested
in
Indiana

Continued from page 8
“It’s a learning experience,”

said Jrue Holiday. “We’ve gotta
be able to be battle-tested. We’ve
gotta be able to fight through
everything, fight through expec-
tations, fight through being up 20
and then somebody having a
great third quarter and then fin-
ishing games. If  it feels easy the
whole time, then what’s the fun
in that?

“No, I don’t like blowing leads
like that, but I think being able to
battle back and win those is huge
for us.”

The Celtics led by as many as
20 and shot 65.2 percent from the
field and 60 percent from 3-point
land as they scored 81 first-half
points, fourth-most in franchise
history. But there were some
warning signs. They only led by
15 because they were gashed
defensively. The Pacers scored 40
points in the second and crushed
them on the glass to get 18 sec-
ond-chance points at the break.

The Pacers were without key
player Bennedict Mathurin, and
star guard Tyrese Haliburton

didn’t play most of  the second
half  as he hit his minutes restric-
tion in his return from injury.
But the Celtics’ first-half  strug-
gles still caught up to them in the
third.

Brown said they weren’t ready.
The Pacers played at their typi-
cally frenetic pace. They played
harder. They played “random,”
according to Holiday. The visitors
continued to crash their misses
for second-chance points, and
their threes started to fall. The
Celtics’ shots stopped doing so.

Suddenly, after a 16-4 run to
start the third, the Pacers were
within a possession. They took
the lead on Myles Turner’s free
throw with 4:11 left in the period.

“They came out and kind of
jumped on us,” Brown said.
“They definitely raised their
level of  intensity.”

The Celtics, after coasting
through the first half  through
impressive shot-making, had to
clamp down. They had to stay
strong mentally and scrape and
claw in a suddenly ugly, playoff-
like game. After losing the lead,

they responded well again. Sam
Hauser, Payton Pritchard and
White hit 3-pointers to give the
C’s a three-point lead into the
fourth quarter. Even Neemias
Queta made some winning plays,
including winning a jump ball
early in the fourth before flush-
ing a dunk off  a tap from Brown.

The C’s knew they needed to
rely on their defense to pull this
one out, and they did. After they
were torched for 77 combined
points over the second and third,
they responded by holding the
Pacers to 21 in the fourth. Just as
importantly, they kept them off
the offensive glass.

“I think in the first half, we
kind of  got away from being the
harder playing, smarter team
that was making the right deci-
sions and plays,” Brown said.
“We got outplayed in the second
half  for sure. But when it came
down to it (down) the wire, fourth
quarter, we were able to nudge
out and win just by matching the
physicality.”

Boston needed one final stand
in the closing moments. They led

by nine with 2:44 remaining on
Kristaps Porzingis’ jumper. But
then they seemed to get a little
lazy. An eight-second violation
led to a floater for Andrew Nem-
bard, and then Aaron Nesmith’s
driving layup with 1:04 to go
made it a three-point game.

Porzingis turned the ball over
on the next possession, giving the
Pacers a chance to tie. But a
head’s up play from White helped
bring the Celtics home. After
Porzingis’ turnover, White gave a
foul so the Celtics could reset
their defense. Then he blocked
Buddy Hield’s 3-point attempt
with 32 seconds left. With three
seconds left on the shot clock,
Turner’s layup attempt was
denied by Tatum, forcing a shot
clock violation.

“He’s a genius player,” Mazzul-
la said of  White. “We’ve missed
our foul-to-give call on the last
three times we tried to use it, and
credit to him for recognizing that
and taking advantage of  it.
Genius play.”

After two ensuing free throws
from Holiday, the C’s held on.

Pacers ...



PARKER CITY — The
Patriots showed up to
Parker City looking to pull
even on the year, and eight
pins helped them get
there.

The Jay County Junior
High School wrestling
team breezed by the Mon-
roe Central Golden Bears
for a 78-21 victory Monday
evening.

Eight Patriots pinned
their opponents to the mat
to secure wins, six of  them
in under a minute.

Miles Jones captured
his win the quickest, need-
ing only nine seconds to
take the 177-pound match.
Also pinning their oppo-
nents in 30 seconds or less
were Caleb Sibray in the
150 match (23 seconds) and
Varen Ridgeway in exactly
30 seconds (175 contest).

Three more wrestlers
won by fall in under a
minute for the Patriots
(4-4). Logan Wendel han-
dled the 110 match (35
seconds), Walter Cam-
pofiors came out on top
of  the 102 contest (57 sec-
onds) and Max McClain
beat the 125-pound oppo-
nent in 58 seconds.

Spencer Smitley need-
ed the full first round to
win his match (220),
while Lucas Raines need-
ed an extra one minute,
eight seconds to pin the
160-pounder.

Three Patriots won jun-
ior varsity matches. They
were Mitchell Byrum (75)
in a 7-2 decision, Porter
Clamme (117) by fall in
1:24 and Alex Rivers (125)
by pin in 1:16.
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JC junior high wrestling
beats down Golden Bears,
see story below

Jay swim hosts girls 
sectional prelims today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

YORKTOWN — Tigers can
jump on average somewhere
between 18 to 20 feet.

For most of  the game, the
Patriots stood about 21 feet
away.

In the final period, they final-
ly pulled further away into safe-
ty.

The Jay County High School
girls basketball team, which
finished 12th in the Class 3A
poll voting of  the season,
squeaked past the host York-
town Tigers 56-48 Tuesday in
the opening round of  IHSAA
Sectional 24.

The win extends the Jay
County (21-2) win streak to 19-
consecutive victories and earns
it a date with Delta, who they
recently beat 60-36, in the early
semifinal at 6 p.m. on Friday. On
Thursday, Centerville opens
against Frankton followed by
New Castle battling three-time
reigning sectional winner first-
ranked Hamilton Heights. The
winners of  each game will fol-
low the Jay County-Delta semi-
final, with the winners of  each
meeting Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in
the championship.

The Patriots entered the
fourth quarter with just a three-
point lead, but a trio of  seniors
stepped up to take over the
game.

“I felt like our defensive
intensity picked up and we got a
lot of  hands on balls,” JCHS
coach Sherri McInire said. “We
ran our trap out of  our 1-2-2 and
that was good to us tonight.

“Breanna Dirksen played phe-
nomenal on the defensive end.
She got her hands on so many

balls and put ball pressure that
we needed. We thought that we
could get them to turn it over if
we put some ball pressure on
them and I think that finally
helped us in the fourth quar-
ter.”

Working on as a wing defend-
er and at the top of  the zone,
Dirksen led the Patriots with
five steals, including a pair in
the fourth quarter that she then
converted into assists.

The final period opened with
transition buckets by Molly
Muhlenkamp and Hallie Schwi-
eterman to push the lead to
seven. The Tigers (13-11) quick-
ly responded with a Lilly
Sylvester jumper and Olivia
Conklin Euro-step.

Jay County followed up with a
10-2 run, powered by Muh-
lenkamp.

The first point came on a
Sophie Saxman free throw
before Muhlenkamp pulled off
an up-and-under move in transi-
tion. Thirty seconds later, Sax-
man added a bucket by discard-
ing Conklin in transition to
push the lead to eight.

Yorktown got a bucket back
on a Sylvester jumper, but back-
to-back hoops by Muhlenkamp
— both were assisted by Dirk-
sen — gave the Patriots their
first double-digit lead.

“That run was really huge for
us,” said Muhlenkamp, who
scored a team-high 16 points.
“We knew we had to win or
we’re done and we wanted it
bad.”

The run capped off  with
Schwieterman splitting a pair
of  free throws, making 11 points
the largest lead of  the game.

See Survive page 7

Survive and advance
Patriots pull away in fourth to beat host Yorktown in sectional opener 56-48

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Hallie Schwieterman, a freshman on the Jay County High School girls basketball
team, pulls the trigger on a jump shot from the elbow during the Patriots’ 56-48 victory over
host Yorktown in the sectional opener Tuesday. Coach Sherri McIntire was pleased with the
freshman’s 13 points and eight rebounds in her postseason debut.

Patriots top
Golden Bears

By STEVE HEWITT
Boston Herald
Tribune News Service

Joe Mazzulla didn’t hide
his true feelings. After
Monday’s win over the
Pelicans, when the Celtics
had to overcome two sepa-
rate double-digit deficits,
Mazzulla was happy his
team had to earn it. He
said he hopes it happens
at least 10 more times.

Mazzula wants the
Celtics to go through dif-
ferent situations like that,
not only to prepare them
for adversity in the play-
offs but to eliminate the
narrative that they’re
supposed to win all the
time.

“I hope we have to blow
leads,” Mazzulla added. “I
hope all that happens. I
really do. That’s what I
think.”

Mazzulla spoke his wish
into existence. A night
later, the Celtics blew a
big lead. Then they almost
blew another one. They
led by double digits on two

occasions in the second
half, only to find them-
selves in a one-possession
game in the final minute.
But they got it together
when they needed to,
behind late, clutch
defense. The Celtics
sealed it with two blocks
on one possession in the
final minute to survive
with a 129-124 victory over
the undermanned Pacers
at TD Garden.

All five Celtics finished
in double figures, led by
Jayson Tatum’s 30 points,
Jaylen Brown’s 25 and
Derrick White’s 24 as they
won the season series over
the Pacers, 3-2. They had a
historic first half, scoring
81 points, but had to over-
come some brutal defen-
sive stretches in the sec-
ond and third. They were
dominated on the glass,
which led to 31 second-
chance points for Indiana.
They had to fight to earn
this win in a different way.  

See Pacers page 7

Pacers fall
to Celtics


