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Francis Hall, 73, Paoli
Nancy Meier, 54, rural

Bryant
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  41 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 34.
Tonight’s low will drop into

the mid 20s. Expect sunny
skies Saturday with a high in
the mid 40s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, the
parking lot east of  Redkey
Post Office and the parking lot
south of  Salamonia Fire Sta-
tion.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS girls basket-
ball sectional semifinal.

Tuesday — Photos from
Saturday’s Splashin’ With a
Passion: Peggy’s Plunge.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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On track

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The west wing is being

demolished.
The roof  is being

replaced.
The interior is getting

a makeover.
Progress is on track for

Jay County Early Learn-
ing Center to open late
this summer in the for-
mer Judge Haynes Ele-
mentary School on the
west side of  Portland.
“I feel really good

about the progress,” said
Doug Inman, executive
director of  The Portland
Foundation, during a
walk through the build-
ing Thursday. “As long as
every two weeks they
keep telling us we’re on
scheduled, I’ll be in a
great peace of  mind.”
The deadline for con-

struction is July 31, with
the facility for 6-week-
olds through 5-year-olds

planned to open in
August.
The construction proj-

ect at the former elemen-
tary school — The Port-
land Foundation pur-
chased it in 2022 with a
goal of  converting it into
an early learning center
— started in November
with Shroyer Solutions
of  Muncie working on
demolishing the west
wing and Centimark of
Fort Wayne on a new
roof  for the remainder
of  the building. (The
west wing had sustained
significant water dam-
age because of  roof
leaks.)
Now Muhlenkamp

Building Corporation of
Coldwater, Ohio, is in the
process of  the $2.42-mil-
lion interior renovation.
There are holes in floors
as new plumbing is
installed, all of  the class-
rooms have been gutted

and new entries have
been cut into the exterior
walls.
The plumbing work

will allow for two bath-
rooms in each classroom
in the east wing, which
will house infants and
toddlers. The south wing
for 3-, 4- and 5-year olds
will have a single bath-
room in each. Class-
rooms throughout the
building will have a door
leading outside, and a
new main entrance has
been cut leading to the
south parking lot.
The former library will

become the new entry-
way, main offices and
break room, with an
awning covering the
walkway to the parking
lot. Parents will bring
students inside, where
there will be double sets
of  doors and a keypad for
security.
See Renovations page 2

Renovations are underway to create
new Jay County Early Learning Center

By ALBERTO NARDEILLI,
JAN BRATANIC
and ELLEN MILLIGAN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
European Union leaders

struck a deal as Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban yielded to their
demands to lift his veto on
a €50 billion ($54 billion)
financial aid package for
Ukraine. The forint
reversed an earlier drop on
the news.
“This locks in steadfast,

long-term, predictable
funding for Ukraine,”
European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel said in
announcing the deal in a
post on social media plat-
form X Thursday.
As part of  the accord, the

member states agreed to
debate the implementation
of  the Ukraine aid package
every year and, “if  need-
ed,” the European Commis-
sion, the bloc’s executive
body, could be asked to pro-
pose a review in two years,
according to a draft docu-
ment seen by Bloomberg
News. The Hungarian
leader’s demand for a veto
was dropped.
The agreement was sal-

vaged in a morning gather-
ing Orban had with Chan-
cellor Olaf  Scholz, French
President Emmanuel
Macron and Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni,
according to people famil-
iar with the meeting. Lead-
ers at the extraordinary
summit — some of  whom
accused Orban of  “black-
mail” — had braced for a
deadlock after weeks of
negotiations produced no
result.
The moment is crucial

for Ukraine, which has
warned that its coffers are
emptying as it grapples
with a shortage of  weapons
to fend off  the Russian mil-
itary campaign. Kyiv is
still awaiting $61 billion in
assistance from the US, yet
to be backed by Congress.
Thursday’s break-

through avoided a messy
split within the EU, paper-
ing over mounting concern
that Western support for
Kyiv is splintering.

See Aid page 2

By LOUISE RONALD
The Commercial Review
Rural Portland resident

Kendra Muhlenkamp was
named a Farm Service Agency
Newcomer Employee of  the
Year for 2023.
Muhlenkamp joined the FSA

office in Winchester in 2021 as
the program technician respon-
sible for helping Randolph
County farmers navigate ARC
& PLC (agriculture risk cover-
age and price loss coverage),
the U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture income support programs
for when crops fail or prices
drop.
“She caught on so quickly,”

said Nancy Best, former FSA
executive director for Randolph
County (now with the Wayne
County agency), who nominat-
ed Muhlenkamp for the award
recognizing employees with no
more than five years with the
agency, which has branches all
over the country. 

Muhlenkamp was one of  18
newcomers honored among the
agency’s 11,000-plus employees
nationwide.
“It’s the highest award we

can give,” said Best.
In her nomination, Best

described Muhlenkamp’s first
days on the job during the last
two weeks for farmers to sign
up for the income support pro-
grams.
“She jumped right into (the)

mix of  thing and was answer-
ing the phone and scheduling
appointments,” Best wrote.

“Kendra is a farmer herself
and I believe this has helped
her with learning our pro-
grams and policies.” 
Muhlenkamp, the daughter

of  Tom and Kim Homan of
rural Portland, grew up on a
farm not far from where she
lives now with her husband,
Lance, their four children and
their starter turkey barns.
You don’t have to have an

agriculture background to do
the job, she said, “it just helps
you to understand things.”

See Honor page 2

Muhlenkamp earns national FSA honor

Photo provided

Kendra Muhlenkamp of Jay County was honored as
the 2023 Farm Service Agency Newcomer of the Year. She is
a program technician for the agency in Randolph County.

Graphic provided

The above graphic shows a drawing of one of the infant rooms that will be a part of the new Jay County Early
Learning Center that is planned to open late this summer. The former Judge Haynes Elementary School on the west side of
Portland is currently being renovated to house the new facility, which is expected to serve 150 children.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Electrical upgrades are part of the
interior renovation that is underway at the
former Judge Haynes Elementary School in
Portland. Work will also include adding
restrooms to all classrooms.

Award received for work
as program technician

in Randolph County

Financial aid
package totals

$54 billion

EU OKs
aid for
Ukraine
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Saturday
Mohler, Natomi: 11:30 a.m.,

First Church of Christ, 1049
Union City Road, Fort Recovery.

Tuesday
Hall, Francis: noon,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

March 2
Meier, Nancy: 4:30 p.m.,

Kuhn’s Den, 442 E. Line St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
The electrical system will be

upgraded with new lighting
installed throughout. There will
be a new building control system
that will operate the heating and
cooling system from a central loca-
tion. 
“That will help with operating

costs because as the day winds
down and everyone leaves then the
system will work itself  down and
not be at full heat or air as it would
be otherwise,” said Inman.
Vinyl flooring will be installed

in all classrooms and hallways in
an effort to give the building a
more homey feel. A small play area
will be added on the north side of
the building, accessible directly
from one of  the infant/toddler
classrooms, and the existing play-
ground equipment on the south-
west side will be updated.
“The 1950s metal stuff ’s gonna

go,” said Inman. (The building
opened in 1952.) “We’ll take all that
out. And we’ll be bringing in age-
appropriate playground equip-
ment for the kids. …
“The stuff  that’s out there now

is for up to 12-year-old kids. The
equipment is just way too big for 2
year olds.”
Once the renovation is complete

the building will be ready to serve
children, with Westminster
Preschools of  Marion handling the
operation of  the facility. Westmin-
ster was selected in the spring
after the foundation put out a
request for proposals. Interest
forms for both children and staff
are available on the Westminster
Preschools Portland Facebook
page.
“When we put the request for

proposals out statewide, Westmin-
ster was at the top of  the list,” said
Inman. “They came very highly
recommended from my communi-
ty foundation colleague in Grant
County. She spoke very highly of
them.
“Their expertise, their knowl-

edge is what we didn’t have. … The
Portland Foundation is not in the
business of  running an early
learning center. … We’re excited
that they wanted to do a five-year
operating lease.”
Inman noted that Westminster is

in discussions with Chartwells
about handling food service for the

facility. (The company has man-
aged food service for Jay School
Corporation since 2019.)
In addition to the early learning

center, Inman noted that IU Health
Jay’s Healthy Beginning’s pro-
gram will also offer services in the
building. The former principal,
secretary and nurse offices on the
north side will be left as open
spaces for Healthy Beginnings to
work out of, though the number of
days they will be in the building
has not yet been determined. The
old bathrooms across the hall are
being transformed into a training
space.
Inman said the hope is that the

training area could also be home
to a family resource center that
has been discussed as a need for
the community.

‘We were really trying to make
this not just about Westminster
and early learning but also
Healthy Beginnings and a family
resource center,” said Inman. “The
people in our community that need
assistance, we want to be able to
provide a space that they can actu-
ally come and not make multiple
stops to have to see people that
they need to talk to. So we’re excit-
ed about that.”
The Portland Foundation com-

mitted to funding the project —
$3.97 million in all, including fund-
ing for equipment and supplies —
but it and Westminster have since
been awarded various grants to
help with the cost. The largest, so
far, was a $741,949 grant through
the State of  Indiana Family of
Social Services Office. Others
include $500,000 from Early Years
Initiative grant from Early Learn-
ing Indiana — the bulk of  that
money is for renovation, equip-
ment and supplies with the
remainder to support Healthy
Beginnings — and $50,000 from the
Ball Brothers Foundation. (The
project also received $291,000
through the first round of  the
state’s Regional Economic Acceler-
ation and Development Initiative
(READI) program.
“It’s just one of  those things that

we, as the foundation, looked at
and said, ‘This has got to happen,’”
said Inman. “It’s been talked about
so long and things are at the point
in the community where it’s des-
perately needed.”
He noted the recent 2023 Early

Learning Indiana Closing the Gap
report — it is available at ear-
lylearningin.org/closingthegap —
that shows nearly 1,000 children
who may be in need of  early learn-
ing services in Jay County. The
report shows that current pro-
grams have the capacity to serve
about 25% of  those children. Of
those programs, the report rates
only five of  them as “high-quality.”
Jay County Early Learning Cen-

ter is expected to serve about 150
children.
“The need is huge,” said Inman

while also praising a facility Pio-
neer Warehousing is working on
that is expected to serve almost 50
children. “This does not solve the
problem, but it provides an oppor-
tunity to at least move the needle.”

Renovations ...

Continued from page 1
For example, when producers

sign up for income support, they
must choose between ARC or
PLC for their various crops.
Muhlenkamp understands what
they are going through.
“You don’t really know what

the future holds, so it’s kind of
hard to figure out what you’re
wanting to do,” she said.
In 2023, Best said Muhlenkamp

took the lead in getting eligible
folks signed up with the pro-

grams well before the March 15
deadline, making lots of  phone
calls. The result was dramatic.
Nearly 95% had signed up by
March 1. 
“Her efforts increase partici-

pation in our programs by rais-
ing awareness of  the deadlines,”
Best wrote in the nomination.
In addition to ARC & PLC,

Muhlenkamp helps with making
sure that boundary lines are
properly set — and, when neces-
sary, redraws lines — when farms

are sold or change hands through
inheritance. In 2020, Randolph
County had only 65 farms “recon-
stituted” this way, Best said. In
2022, that number had grown to
309. By the time Best wrote the
nomination in the spring of  2023,
Muhlenkamp had already han-
dled 264 reconstitutions.
Though Muhlenkamp admits

she’s not crazy about the paper-
work involved in her job, she
loves working with producers
and helping to solve their prob-

lems. She’s so good at it that Best
said agency employees in nearby
counties contact her “when they
are having problems.” 
Muhlenkamp’s face lights up

when she describes phone calls
from folks who aren’t sure if
they have even called the right
office. 
“I don’t know if  this is the

right place,” they tell her, “but
this is what I need.”
She looks ready for the chal-

lenge.

Francis Hall, Paoli, a for-
mer Bryant resident, June 2,
1950-Jan. 21, 2024. Servic-
es will be at noon Tuesday
at Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home in
Portland.

Nancy D. Meier, rural
Bryant, March 10, 1969-
Jan. 28, 2024. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at
4:30 p.m. March 2 at
Kuhn’s Den, 442 E. Line St.,
Geneva.

ObituariesHonor ...

Continued from page 1
It also marks a signifi-

cant boost for Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. Failure would
have dealt Kyiv a severe
blow and fueled doubts
about the commitment of
its allies. Ukraine Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal
welcomed the deal, saying
the EU showed “solidarity
and unity.”
Hungary’s forint gained

0.2% against the euro,
reversing a drop earlier in
the session. Currency
strategists have looked to
the summit as a reference
point for forecasts after the
tensions with the EU trig-
gered a selloff  in the Hun-
garian currency last week.

Aid ...
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Plumbing work is part
of the ongoing renovation at the
former Judge Haynes Elementary
School. Two bathrooms will be
added to all classrooms on the
east wing with one each on the
south wing to prepare the
building to become the new Jay
County Early Learning Center.

Lotteries

CR almanac

45/28 48/27 44/27 42/25 46/25
Skies will

be sunny with
a high in the
mid 40s.

The high
will be 46
under mostly
sunny skies.

Expect
sunny skies
with a high in
the low 40s.

The fore-
cast calls for
the high tem-
perature to
climb to 48
under sunny
skies. The low
will be 27.

The high
will be 44
under mostly
sunny skies.

Saturday
2/3

Sunday
2/4

Monday
2/5

Tuesday
2/6

Wednesday
2/7

Powerball
15-18-19-41-43
Power Ball: 14
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$206 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$333 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-2-1
Daily Four: 5-0-9-4
Quick Draw: 1-9-10-12-

21-27-33-35-37-39-40-42-50-
51-52-54-62-67-73-80
Evening
Daily Three: 1-9-6

Daily Four: 0-2-0-6
Quick Draw: 3-7-11-15-

18-19-20-21-24-25-26-27-40-
44-46-51-54-59-60-67
Cash 5: 3-10-16-22-27
Estimated jackpot:

$272,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 1-0-5
Pick 4: 2-0-0-0
Pick 5: 1-7-8-3-2
Evening
Pick 3: 1-5-9
Pick 4: 1-6-1-3
Pick 5: 0-3-8-6-3
Rolling Cash: 1-4-22-29-

35
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.50
March corn ..............4.45
Wheat ......................5.32

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.48
March corn ..............4.45
April corn ................4.46

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.30
March corn ..............4.30
Beans ......................11.86

March beans ..........11.86
Wheat ...................... 5.56

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.30
March corn ..............4.33
Beans ......................11.88
March beans ..........11.91
Wheat ......................5.79

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.43
March corn ..............4.45
Beans ......................11.67
March beans ..........11.67
Wheat ......................5.17

In 1653, New Amster-
dam (now New York
City) was incorporated.
In 1848, the United

States and Mexico signed
the Treaty of  Guadalupe
Hidalgo, bringing and
end to the Mexican War
and extending the
boundaries of  the United
States to the Pacific
Ocean.
In 1876, the National

League got its start as
the National League of
Professional Baseball
Clubs. It replaced the
failed National Associa-
tion of  Professional Base
Ball Players.
In 1895, George Halas

was born in Chicago, Illi-
nois. Halas was the
founder, owner and
coach of  the Chicago
Bears guided the team to
six NFL championships
and was inducted into

the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in 1963.
In 1990, F.W. de Klerk,

the president of  South
Africa, lifted a 30-year
ban on the African
National Congress. The
move resulted in Nelson
Mandela being released
from prison and was a
turning point toward the
end of  apartheid.
In 2005, Steve W. Pat-

terson of  Hagerstown
died when the pick-up
trick he was driving col-
lided with a semi on Indi-
ana 67 west of  county
road 650 East.
In 2019, Fort Recovery

High School senior Pay-
ton Jutte became the 17th
boys basketball player in
school history to reach
1,000 points in a a 58-43
win over Mississinawa
Valley.

—The CR

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Personnel Committee,
auditorium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint ses-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St. 

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Franklin
St.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Feb. 2, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.
SOFT SHOULDERS — A

support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call (260)
589-3173.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
ROAD RIDERS FOR

JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
PORTLAND EVENING

OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. 
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

The Commercial Review,
The News-Gazette,

The News Times and
The News and Sun

$375 
(87% o� regular price)
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My ex has pri-
mary custody of  our young
daughter, “Kayli,” and is with her
99% of  the time. I have Kayli
every other weekend. Her mom
has been dropping her off  with a
bag filled with wrapped presents.
These presents are marked by
day and hour. Along with the
presents, my ex has created mul-
tiple alarms in our daughter’s
phone to let her know it’s time to
open the presents. 
I have asked her to stop doing

this, as it is a huge distraction
and disruption that interferes
with my time with Kayli. On mul-
tiple occasions when my daugh-
ter and I are eating dinner, her
alarm goes off  and she gets up
and leaves the table to open a
present from Mom. Sometimes,
she’ll delay leaving the house if
she knows it’s almost time to
open a present. 
Sometimes, I turn off  the

alarms and silence Kayli’s phone
because if  she’s not reminded
about them, she doesn’t care
about the presents. However,
what also happens is that Mom
will text or call our daughter to
see if  she has opened the pres-
ents. She has refused to stop this
practice and replied by saying
she will continue because it
makes our daughter comfortable. 
Kayli has been visiting my

house for 10 months. This prac-
tice only started three months
ago when my ex and I finally set-
tled on a custody agreement.
Besides turning off  the alarms
and silencing her phone, is there
anything I can do to limit Kayli’s
mom’s interference during our
time together? — DISRUPTED IN
THE EAST
DEAR DISRUPTED: There is

plenty you can do. Contact
your lawyer and put a stop to
her intentional sabotage. Your
ex is trying to prevent you
from building a close relation-
ship with your daughter, and it
isn’t healthy for you or for
Kayli.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband,

“Buddy,” did some HVAC work
for some friends of  ours. We live
in California, where it can get
super warm. My husband paid
upfront ($600) for the expenses.
He sent them an invoice, and the
husband replied, “No worries,

Buddy. I’ll reach out to you next
week.” 
It has been four months — and

still no payment. I know my hus-
band should not have waited this
long to collect, but the couple had
just bought a house, so he was try-
ing to be sensitive to their money
situation. 
A few weeks ago, he sent anoth-

er message with a reminder and a
similar response came back: “No
worries, Buddy. I will come see
you Monday.” Well, Monday has
come and gone and NOTHING.
No one wants to fight or go to
court about this, but how can
friends do that to other friends?
Can my husband still ask for the
payment? Or should he just write
the money and the “friends” off?
— SHOW US THE MONEY!
DEAR SHOW US: This

appears to be another example
of  “no good deed goes unpun-
ished.” Now that you know
these “friends” lack character,
cut your losses and write them
(and the debt) off. Unless you
have something in writing
proving they owe you the
money, I don’t think you stand
a chance in court.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: How old is too old

for a bride to have a wedding
shower? I just turned 45, and this
is my first marriage. My fiance is

49, and this is his second mar-
riage. We are not “just starting
out,” by any means. Friends are
insisting that I have a shower and
register for key serving pieces,
art pieces, etc. Would it be a faux
pas, or does age not matter?
Inquiring minds want to know.
Thank you! — WONDERING IN
MISSOURI
DEAR WONDERING: If

your friends would like to host
a wedding shower for you,
relax, enjoy yourself  and
agree. It would not be a breach
of  etiquette, and your age
should not be a factor in
whether you have one. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My wife, “Con-

nie,” is an angel. She takes care
of  her aging father as well as my
sister, who suffers from
Alzheimer’s. This, in addition to
her religious practices, consumes
most of  her time, energy and
emotional resources. She often
arrives home in the late after-
noon or early evening stressed
and completely exhausted. 
An elderly and physically chal-

lenged neighbor has occasionally
relied on Connie for help with lit-
tle tasks. However, the woman
recently suffered an event that
requires her to have a great deal
more help, and Connie feels
“roped into” providing it. 

I think that in light of  Connie’s
prior family commitments, she
shouldn’t feel obligated to pro-
vide the extra help this neighbor
now needs. I worry that these
extra responsibilities will be
detrimental to her health, and I
have told her so. She acknowl-
edges my position, but feels obli-
gated toward this neighbor. 
What can I tell my wife to make

her realize that for her own sake,
as well as the sake of  the family
for whom she provides care, she
needs to determine her limits and
priorities and resist yielding to
additional cries for help? — AT
THE LIMIT IN OREGON
DEAR AT THE LIMIT: You

are married to a rescuer. She
continually puts the needs of
others before her own welfare.
You are not wrong to be con-
cerned. At some point, Connie
may very well burn out. All
you can do as her husband is
be supportive, remind her
about the importance of  tak-
ing care of  herself  (she won’t
be able to help anyone if  she
breaks down), and step in if  it
starts to affect her own health. 
Rather than take on all of

the day-to-day care for this
neighbor, might it be easier for
Connie to coordinate outside
help to do it? It is a question
worth asking.

Twenty five local sen-
iors will be selected for
scholarships this year
through The Win on the
Wabash Super Raffle.
Seniors chosen will be

awarded with $500 schol-
arships. To be eligible,
applicants must be a
United States citizen,
logged community serv-
ice hours throughout
their high school career
and be a senior enrolled
in a school in Mercer,
Darke, Auglaize or Shel-
by counties, Ohio, or Jay

County. Applicants must
also complete a Google
Forms document and
include a 300-word maxi-
mum essay and a letter of
recommendation.
Applications may be

submitted online by visit-

ing wowraffle.com/schol-
arships/. Held annually
in Fort Recovery, the Win
on the Wabash Super Raf-
fle is produced by a non-
profit organization. More
than $1 million has been
raised by the event so far,
with all dollars given
back to organizations in
the local community.

Camps scheduled
Indiana State Police

will host a series of  sum-
mer camps for students
ranging from 11 years old

through high school.
There will be a Pioneer
Camp for children ages 11
through 14 from June 10
through 13 at Mounds
State Park in Anderson.
A Law Camp for sixth
through eighth graders is
set for June 30 through
July 3 in Anderson and a
Cadet Camp for high
school students will be
held in Anderson from
June 23 through 29.
For more information

regarding the camps visit
trooper.org, email itysin-

fo@trooper.org or call (317)
951-3882.

Presenting plans
Ball State University

will hold two community
presentations about its
plans to revitalize The Vil-
lage.
A presentation for facul-

ty, students and staff  will
be held at 6 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 12, in Pruis Hall on the
BSU campus. A second,
which will be open to the
public, is scheduled for 6
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13, at

Cornerstone Center for the
Arts, 520 E. Main St.,
Muncie.
Ball State is in the

beginning stages of  a proj-
ect that will include a new
performing arts center for
theatre and dance stu-
dents that is expected to
host more than 160 per-
formances per year. Plans
also include Ball State’s
Center for Innovation, a
Tapestry by Hilton hotel,
restaurant and retail
space, and apartments and
other housing.

Win on Wabash raffle awarding scholarships
Taking
Note

Ex-wife uses gifts as distraction from family time

Dear
Abby
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
It was sure to happen

that American troops in
the Mideast would be
killed by assaults from
Iranian terror proxies
and now it’s
happened, with three U.S.
Army soldiers slain and
dozens wounded Saturday
night in Jordan. Since
Iran proxy Hamas
attacked Israel from Gaza
on Oct. 7, the mullahs’ ter-
ror bands in the region
have been busy firing at
our forces and our allies.
America will respond,

as President Joe Biden
said, “at a time and in a
manner of  our choosing”
so Iran and its satraps
learn that the United
States does not turn the
cheek when we are the
subject of  an act of  war.
The 900 Americans

serving in Syria have
been targeted by 96
attacks on their bases,
while the 2,500 U.S. troops
in Iraq have been hit 63
times. But those 159
attacks by pro-Iran terror-
ists caused little to no
damage. That changed
Saturday, when a drone
struck hard on a barracks
at an outpost called Tower
22, in Jordan, right near
the triple border of  where
the U.S.-allied kingdom
(home to about 3,000
American troops) meets
Syria and Iraq in the bar-
ren wastes of  the Syrian
Desert.
The culprits are

the Islamic Resistance in
Iraq or Kata’ib Hezbol-
lah or another Iran-
backed gang. While not
under direct control of
Iran, the motivation and
inspiration goes back to
Tehran and its Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps, the puppet master.
Like Hamas and

Hezbollah in Lebanon
and the Houthis rebels in
Yemen, they form what
they call the Axis of
Resistance, a lovely gath-
ering of  terrorists and
cutthroats attacking
Israel, moderate Arab
states and Western inter-
ests throughout the
region. And at the center
of  this web are the ayatol-
lahs declaring holy war
on the Great Satan (which
is us).
The piracy of

the Houthis on global
shipping in the Red Sea is
part of  this war, as is
Hezbollah firing rockets
into northern Israel while
their Hamas comrades do
the same from Gaza.
Iran has been careful to

not launch these salvos
themselves, but have used

their loyal agents for
their dirty work. Still,
their fingerprints are
clear, with the Pentagon
and the White House
highlighting Iran’s
involvement in the Jor-
dan attack.
America’s complaint

against Iran is that they
are the largest supporter
of  terrorism in the world,
exporting murder, as
their not-so-shadowy net-
work of  killers shows.
But as the Wall Street
Journal reports, before
ISIS set off  bombs in the
Iranian city of  Kerman
this month that killed
more than 80 people,
Washington warned Iran
that ISIS was planning an
atrocity and passed along
intelligence details on the
place and time of  the
bombings.
Terrorism, from Al-

Qaeda or ISIS or Hamas
or Hezbollah or the
Houthis or the myriad
groups operating in the
chaos of  Syria and Iraq,
hurts everyone. Iran may
think that they can bene-
fit from terror attacks,
but the lawless death and
destruction spreads. And
now retribution will be
coming.
As Biden said of  those

who died in that remote
Tower 22 barracks, very
far away from their home
and families, that they
were “unbending in their
commitment to our coun-
try — risking their own
safety for the safety of
their fellow Americans,
and our allies and part-
ners with whom we stand
in the fight against terror-
ism. It is a fight we will
not cease.”

Nothing is gained
from terror attacks
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By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
A New Year has arrived, kids are

back in school, and National Men-
toring Month is coming to a close.
While the benefits youth receive
from being involved in a quality
mentoring program have been well
established, we continue to learn
more about the connection between
mentoring and improved mental
health.
National Mentoring Month is led

by MENTOR: The National Mentor-
ing Partnership, which for more
than twenty years has worked to
increase the quality and quantity
of  youth mentoring  relationships.
MENTOR’s research shows the

majority of  Americans see mentor-
ing relationships as powerful tools
for connection and critical for our
country’s future.
•Nearly nine in 10 people feel that

more mentoring is needed in our
country.
•More than eight in 10 people sup-

port the use of  government funds
to grow mentoring opportunities.
Youth with a mentor are:
•92% more likely to volunteer

regularly in their communities.
•75% more likely to have held a

leadership position in a club or
sports team.
•22% more likely to have experi-

enced a strong sense of  belonging
while growing up.
Adults who were mentored as

youth report lasting, tangible
effects:
•74% say that their mentor con-

tributed significantly to their suc-
cess later in life.
•69% of  young adults say that

this relationship helped them with
issues related to their education.
•58% say their mentor has sup-

ported their mental health.
Research suggests that children

and youth engaged in formal men-
toring programs, especially those
involved for a year or more, report-
ed significantly fewer behavioral

problems and fewer symptoms of
depression and social anxiety when
compared to non-mentored youths.
Structured mentoring programs
provide mentors with screening,
training, and on-going support, cre-
ating opportunities for those men-
tors to build close and secure rela-
tionships with youth that:
•Model effective adult communi-

cations and pro-social behavior
•Help youth express and regulate

emotions
•Improve perception of  the value

of  personal relationships
•Enhance mentee self-esteem

through praise and encouragement
•Help youth choose adaptive cop-

ing strategies for managing envi-
ronmental strategies
•Allow for the youth discovery of

unique abilities
•Increase positive attitudes

toward learning.
Yet, we also know that one in

three young people in our country
grows up without a mentor outside
their family. The mentoring gap
equates to 9 million young people
without a mentor to assist them as
they mature into adulthood. MEN-
TOR Indiana, as the state affiliate
of  MENTOR: The National Mentor-
ing Partnership, strives to expand
local opportunities for youth to
engage in quality mentoring pro-
grams.
Quality mentoring programs

come in a variety of  shapes and
sizes. Big Brothers Big Sisters,
started in 1904, is likely the most
well-known mentoring program,
providing screening, training,
matching and support for thou-
sands of  mentees each year. Some
programs, like College Mentors for

Kids, focus on specific groups, in
this case college students, to serve
as mentors. Many faith-based men-
toring programs have long under-
stood the value of  providing young
people with support beyond their
family members.
The key to all quality mentoring

programs is a shared understand-
ing that successful mentoring
requires safety, impact, and equi-
ty standards. MENTOR’s Elements
of  Effective Practice for Mentor-
ingTM includes evidence-based
standards that have been co-created
with mentoring programs. They
are intended for use in almost
every type of  youth mentoring pro-
gram.
Furthermore, eight supplemen-

tal standards are available to assist
programs focused on STEM, work-
place programs, LGBTQ+ students,
students with disabilities, and peer,
group, or virtual mentoring pro-
grams. Each standard aims to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of  mentoring programs and the
relationships they support.
New years bring new hope. Janu-

ary is National Mentoring Month,
and Indiana Youth Institute is cele-
brating the annual campaign
aimed at expanding quality men-
toring opportunities and connect-
ing more of  our community’s
young people with caring adults.
Mentoring can be a critical compo-
nent in young people’s lives, help-
ing them make the decisions and
connections that lead to their
improved well-being and improved
future opportunities. In discus-
sions of  our children’s needs,
specifically their mental health
needs, mentoring offers a bright
spot worth celebrating this and
every month.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana

Statehouse since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Mentoring aids mental health
Niki 
Kelly

To the editor:
According to the National

Alliance to End Homelessness,
on average, 17,000 new people
enter homelessness every week
in the United States.
Sadly, this includes far too

many veterans. In fact, veterans
are more likely than non-veter-
ans to face homelessness. In
Indianapolis, veterans repre-
sent only 4% of  the population
but account for 11% of  those
experiencing homelessness in
our community. 
Since 1993, Helping Veterans

And Families (HVAF) has been
serving veterans and families
facing homelessness in Central
Indiana. We provide housing
with intensive case manage-
ment, access to mental health-
care, employment and legal
services and assistance with

basic needs through our food,
clothing and hygiene pantries.
Last year, 1,349 veterans
received life-changing, life-sav-
ing assistance at HVAF. 
Since 2010, the federal govern-

ment, largely through the
Department of  Veterans
Affairs, has expanded resources
to help end veteran homeless-
ness. Through public-private
partnerships with providers
like HVAF around the country,
resources from the federal gov-
ernment provide much needed

transitional housing, rental
assistance and permanent hous-
ing opportunities for those who
defended our freedom. These
partnerships have been success-
ful in reducing veteran home-
lessness by 52% in the last 13
years; however, last year 35,574
veterans experienced homeless-
ness, including over 15,000 veter-
ans living unsheltered. 
One key program in the fight

to end veteran homelessness is a
permanent supportive housing
intervention known as the HUD-
VASH program. This program
pairs Housing Choice Vouchers
from HUD with supportive serv-
ices from the VA to ensure the
most vulnerable veterans in our
nation can obtain and maintain
the stable housing they deserve.
The voucher pays most of  the
rent, with veterans only respon-

sible for paying up to a third of
their income towards rent.
There are 800 HUD-VASH vouch-
ers allocated to veterans in Indi-
ana, including 400 for veterans
residing in Marion County. 
As of  2022, 19 States, the Dis-

trict of  Columbia and many
localities have laws in place pro-
hibiting housing discrimination
based on the source of  income.
Simply put, it is illegal for land-
lords to discriminate against
those using vouchers to subsi-
dize their housing. Unfortunate-
ly, Indiana lacks these basic pro-
tections for veterans utilizing
vouchers to end their homeless-
ness. We are proud to work with
State Rep. Renee Pack and the
Indiana Black Legislative Cau-
cus this session to introduce leg-
islation preventing this kind of
discrimination against those

who served in our military.
House Bill 1087 protects Indiana
veterans. 
Without basic protections for

voucher holders, most veterans
in Marion County are forced to
live in unsafe areas. Ninety-
eight percent of  veterans, many
who are senior citizens, live in
areas with crime ratings of  D or
below. We should not tolerate
placing those who sacrificed on
our behalf  in dangerous, high
crime areas of  our city. 
It will take all of  us working

together to end veteran home-
lessness. Protecting veterans
from housing discrimination is
the least we can do to thank
them for their service. 
Emmy Hildebrand 
CEO
Helping Veterans And Fami-

lies

Support bill to help our veterans
Letters to
the Editor

Guest
Editorial

Iran has
been careful
to not launch
these salvos
themselves,

but have
used their

loyal agents
for their

dirty work.



00 CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191  

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
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Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY February 16TH,

2024
TIME 4:30 P.M.

LOCATED: 4023 S 800
W, 

Redkey IN
296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable

balance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland
Township, Jay County

all tillable.
Note:  For private show-
ing phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more

photos.  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF PEN-
NVILLE IS looking for a
Water and Wastewater
Operator. The Water and
Wastewater Operator is
responsible for operating
the Town’s Water and
Wastewater divisions, in
accordance with all fed-
eral, state, and local reg-
ulation and require-
ments. The operator is
responsible for supervis-
ing contract labor.
Please contact Josh
Miller at 260-729-1354. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE  CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 200 FOR RENT
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR COURT 2023 TERM 
Cause No. 38D01-2310-MF-000024 

Jay County Christian Home Builders, Inc. 
Plaintiff 

vs 
Eric R. Marshall, Sidney Marshall 

Eric R. Marshall as natural guardian of Breanna Marshall 
Mariner Finance, LLC, Heights Finance Corporation 

Defendants 
SHERIFF'S SALE 

By virtue of a copy a default judgment directed to me from the Judge
of the Jay Superior Court in this cause wherein Jay County Chris-
tian Home Builders, Inc. is Plaintiff and Eric R. Marshall, Sidney
Marshall, Eric R. Marshall as natural guardian of Breanna Mar-
shall, Mariner Finance, LLC and Heights Finance Corporation are
the Defendants requiring me to make the total sum of $49,766.64
with interest thereon from the date of the judgment at the legal rate
and any costs of this sale, I will sell at public auction to the highest
bidder on the 14th day of March, 2024 at 10:00 am on the 3rd floor of
the Courthouse in Portland, Indiana the following described real es-
tate: 

Lot numbered Twenty-three (23) in Block Numbered Thirty-four
(34) in William G. Sutton's Addition to the Town, now City of
Dunkirk. 
For informational purposes only the above-described real estate
is located at 243 E. Commerce St. in Dunkirk, Indiana 47336. 

This sale shall be made without relief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws and subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of
record. Immediately after the sale I will execute and deliver a
deed of conveyance for the real estate and the Purchaser shall be
place in absolute possession of the real estate. 
Dated this 16th day of January, 2024

Larry R. Newton, Jr., 
Jay County Sheriff 

HINKLE, RACSTER & SCHEMENAUR Attorneys for Plaintiff 
121 W. High Street 
Portland, IN 47371 

260-726-8104
CR 1-19,26,2-2-2024 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 
AMANDA BARGER

VS.
HAROLD PAYNE

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR
COURT 

CAUSE NO. 
38D01-2303-CT-000005

SUMMONS - SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION

NOTICE OF SUIT
The State of Indiana to the De-
fendant(s) above named, and
any other person who may be
concerned:
You are hereby notified that
Harold Payne is being sued by
Amanda Barger, in Jay Supe-
rior Court, State of Indiana.
The title of the case as shown by
the complaint is Amanda
Barger vs. Harold Payne, Cause
No. 38D01-2303-CT-000005.
The nature of the suit is a civil
action wherein Plaintiff has
filed a Complaint for Damages
demanding judgment for per-
sonal injuries and damages as a
result of an incident which oc-
curred on September 29, 2021.
This summons by publication
and notice is specifically di-
rected to the defendant, Harold
Payne, whose whereabouts are
unknown.
You must answer or otherwise
respond to the complaint in
writing, by you or your attorney,
on or before the 8th day of
February, 2024 (the same being
within thirty (30) days after the
publication of the third Notice
of Suit, the last such notice of
this action), and in case you fail
to do so, judgment by default
may be entered against you for
the relief demanded by the
Plaintiffs in the complaint.
If you have a claim for relief
against the Plaintiff arising out
of this occurrence that is the
subject matter of the Plaintiff’s
claims, you must assert it in
your written answer.
The name and address of the
attorneys representing Plaintiff:
Ken Nunn Law Office, 104
Franklin Road, Bloomington,
Indiana 47404.

Ryan D. Etter, #27832-49 
KEN NUNN LAW OFFICE 
104 South Franklin Road
Bloomington, IN  47404 
Phone: (812) 332-9451 
Fax: (812) 331-5321

E-mail: ryane@kennunn.com
ATTEST: Jon Eads

Clerk of the Jay Superior
Court

CR 1-19,26,2-2-2024-HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Girls basketball sec-
tional semifinal vs. Delta at Yorktown – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs.
St. Henry – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Boys wrestling hosts

regional – 8:30 a.m.; Girls swimming
sectional at Jay County – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling at
Coldwater (Pla-Mor Lanes) – 1 p.m.; Boys

bowling vs. Coldwater – 1 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2:45 p.m. — BBL basketball: London
Lions at Newcastle Eagles (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
St. Bonaventure at Dayton (ESPN2); Ohio
State at Iowa (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Sacramento Kings
Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Butler at Creighton (FS1); Toledo at
Akron (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
San Jose State at Nevada (FS1)

Saturday
7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Totten-

ham Hotspur at Everton (USA)
10 a.m. — Premier League: Crystal

Palace at Brighton & Hove Albion (USA)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

UConn at St. John’s (FOX); Penn State at
Indiana (FS1)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Duquesne at Rhode Island (USA)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Wichita State at Memphis (CBS); Gram-

bling State at Jackson State (TNT)
2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Marquette at Georgetown (FS1); Texas at
TCU (ESPN2); Bradley at Illinois State
(Bally Indiana); Northwestern at Min-
nesota (BTN)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Fordham at Saint Louis (USA)

2:45 p.m. — NHL: All-Star-Game
2024 (ABC)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: AT&T Pebble
Beach Pro-AM (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Utah State at San Diego State
(FOX); Bethune-Cookman at Alabama

State (CBS)
4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Houston at Kansas (ESPN); Hampton at
Howard (TNT); Rutgers at Michigan
(BTN); Florida at Texas A&M (ESPN2)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Maryland at Michigan State (FOX)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Drake at Indiana State (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Busch
Light Clash at The Coliseum (FS1)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Michigan at Penn State (BTN)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Duke at North Carolina (ESPN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Iowa State at Baylor (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Iowa at Maryland (FOX)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lak-
ers at New York Knicks (ABC)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Tennessee at Kentucky (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Xavier at DePaul (FS1)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Oregon at UCLA (ESPN2)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: St. Mary’s at Gonzaga (ESPN)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Wood (37-0) is three-time

state qualifier — he fin-
ished seventh at 138 last
season — and ranked
fourth in the state as he
prepares to open his
regional day against Win-
chester’s Kayden Manning
(15-17). A win would send
him to the semifinal
against either Jarin
Frauhiger (30-9) of  South-
ern Wells or Dalton Tuttle
(2-2) of  Delta. There are
two ranked wrestlers —
No. 9 Justin Boone (31-2)
of  Yorktown and No. 18
Maverick Dubach (33-5) of
Adams Central — looming
as potential finals oppo-
nents as Wood attempts to
complete his career
regional sweep.
“To be a four-time

regional champion, that
puts him in pretty rare
company,” said Myers.
(Jay County has several
three-time regional cham-
pions, but no one in the
history of  the school has
ever won four.) “The York-
town kid is a pretty tough
wrestler. Tony’s always
been able to come out on
top against him. … You
can’t overlook anybody.
You take it one match at a
time. The most successful
wrestlers I’ve coached
have been able to do that.”
Jay County’s only other

sectional champion was
20th-ranked Byrum (30-4),
who will open his regional
tournament at 106 pounds
against Winchester’s

Brennen Lanter (21-11). He
could face 18th-ranked
Daigan Barbosa (24-3) of
Cowan in the semifinal,
and top-ranked Jensen
Boyd (32-0) of  Delta looms
in the finals.
Cody Rowles (25-9), who

is ranked 18th at 126
pounds, will meet Tanner
Eppard (25-12) of  York-
town in the opening
round. He faces a difficult
road to the final as he
would likely run into top-
ranked Neal Mosier (32-0),
a two-time state medalist,
in the semifinal.
Wenk (34-2), one of  the

Patriots’ returning semi-
state qualifiers along with
Wood and Rowles, will
take on Cowan’s Peyton
Keppler (15-15) in his
opener at 190. He could
meet Monroe Central’s
Jeremiah Ullom, who is
also 34-2, in the semifinal
with a chance to set up a
finals rematch with No. 15
Trevor Currie (34-4) of
Adams Central.
Flores (26-9) and Ortiz

(21-7) both will be looking
to reverse their fortunes
after losing by pin in the
opening round of  the
regional last year. Flores
will start against Chris-
tian Erwin (19-17) of  Mon-
roe Central in the 175-
pound bracket. If  he wins,
he would likely meet up
with sixth-ranked Brax-
ton Russell (31-1) of  Delta
in the semifinal round.
Ortiz gets Yorktown’s
Wyatt Roach (10-18) in the

opener at 215. If  he
advances, he would likely
face Bellmont’s No. 3 Kea-
gan Martin (38-1) in the
semifinal.
Saturday will be the

first taste of  regional
action for Robinson, Hes-
kett and Landers, who
were not part of  the tour-
nament roster a year ago.

Robinson (28-8) will open
against Zach Martin (25-4)
of  Monroe Central at 150
while Heskett (21-14) will
take on Cole Stuffel (29-7)
of  Yorktown in the 132-
pound bracket. Landers
(15-7) faces the most diffi-
cult opening-round
matchup amongst the
Patriots as he will start

against No. 20 Wyatt
Hoppes (29-5) of  Yorktown.
“In the state tournament

series, you take it one
match at a time,” said
Myers. “You’ve really got
to focus on that first one
because you punch your
ticket to semi-state. … You
just want to make sure that
you advance and give your-

self another opportunity to
compete next week. …
“As you keep going, the

stakes get a little bit higher
and higher, but at the same
time you’ve got to make
sure your kids are going
out and just wrestling, stay-
ing loose. … We’ve just got
to go out there and wrestle
whose in front of  us.”

Continued from 8
Cale Rammel
FRHS — 2023
Slowed down after an appear-

ance in the starting lineup as
he only scored three points
over the past week for the Ohio

Christian men’s basketball
team.
After starting on Jan. 23 — a

game in which he had 12 points
and eight rebounds in 26 min-
utes — he logged 12 minutes
and three points in a 71-64 vic-

tory over Cincinnati-Cler-
mont. He also had four
rebounds and an assist.
On Tuesday, Rammel only

played three minutes, in which
he shot 0-for-1 from the field
and pulled down two boards.

Olivia Patch
FRHS — 2020
Made her way back onto the

floor, scoring three points over
the last two games for the Hills-
dale College women’s basketball
team.

In a 76-68 loss to Northwood on
Jan. 25, Patch saw two minutes of
action, splitting a pair of  free
throws.
In Jan. 27’s 77-48 win against

Cedarville, she played three min-
utes and scored two points.

Collegiate ...

Shot ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Senior Juaquin Flores (26-9) of Jay County tries to force the shoulders of Norwell’s Elijah Behning
to the mat during Saturday’s sectional tournament, pinning him to advance to the 175-pound championship.
He is hoping to earn his first semi-state berth when he competes in the regional Saturday at JCHS.
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Dr. Abby Small
1111 N. Meridian St.

P.O. Box 1268
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-4210

Trust Display Craft
To Look Your Best

260-726-4535
awwwwww..displayycra�.com

     
               

VPortland True Vaalue
1100 N. Meridian St. 260.72

     
               

Hardware & Lumber
26.6263 Portland, IN 47371

  
   

 
 

  

TTeelephone: (765) 369-2526
St. Road 67 East
Doctor's hours
by appointment

1 (800) 417-1301
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765-768-1544
125 Hoover St. •  Dunkirk

   

                         
                              
                            

  
    smadaAd

Physical Therapy Services, Inc.

111 West North Street 955 E. Washington St.
Portland, IN 47371 Winchester, IN 47394
Ph# (260) 726-6828 Ph# (765) 584-3665

SEE US AND
FEEL BETTER L

FREE
CONSULTTATIONS

Arnold Lumber Co.
260-724-3108

1-800-903-4206

Arnold Lumber Co.Arnold Lumber Co.

-800-903-4206-800-903-4206111
08080811124-324-324-3260-7260-7

Arnold Lumber Co.
260-7

Arnold Lumber Co. LOY
REAL ESTATE & AUCTION

101 West Main Street • Portland, IN
260-726-2700

www.loyrealestateauction.com • loyrealestate@comcast.net

   
 

Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition
260-251-3257
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0114-963-567
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t
uFarm, Hardware, Autto

tructiion Supply and MORE!

     76RSW4609      yekdeRni y7

JAY COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
224 W. Water St. • Portland, IN 47371

Non-Emergency Telephone:
(260) 726-8188

Pennville & Portland
260-726-7111  731-8811

Williamson, Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes

Top Quality • Real Compassion • Personal Attention • Exceptional Service

Jay County Solid 
Waste District

5948 W. SR 67      Portland, IN 47371
(260) 729-5071

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
David W. Teeter

221 North Meridian Street                                  Phone
Portland, Indiana 47371                      (260) 726-7171

www.bairdfreeman.com • bairdfreeman@yahoo.com

   
   

  

Jay County Public Library
315 North Ship Street

Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259

Moser 
Motors

    ot
Motors
Moser
Auto dealer

People’s Choice
2023

.MOSERFORD.COM
tlandorP   o   o

of   Mo   Mo   ot   ottorsMoser
ttorsMoserM

   M   ot      M
M
   M

260-726-3388 OR WWW

 
 

  
   

 

GGood Luck Patriots
118 S. Meridian St.

Portland, IN
www.visitjaycounty.com

 DADAVEVE'S
AHEATTING & COOLING LLC

1238 W. Water St.
Portland, IN

(260) 726-2138

 

730 S. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

(260) 726-7555
 Jay County FairThe Jay County Fair 

  
 

City of Portland
Portland, Indiana

    
    
      
 

     

Dunn Fam
Dr. Thomas E. D
110 W. North St.
(260) 726-8007

“WE’RE LOOKING OU

    
    
      
 

     

mily Dental Care PC
unn II
, Portland, IN 47371

UT FOR YOUR SMILE!”

Buffalo Wings and Rings
1204 W. Votaw St., Portland

(260) 726-9647
Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily
buffalowingsandrings.com

Barnett’s
“23 1/2 hrs” 

Towing & Recovery
260-726-20362467 E. 200 N • Portland, IN
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moserengineering.com • 260-726-6689

We Know
How to Win!

A Proud Supporter of JC Sports and Events!

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 W. Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

“Small Animal and Pet Care”

 

       

 
 

 lleztaHidna

(765) 768-7375

206 S. Main St. • Dunkirk, IN 47336
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FMMaay Fiin
fLifee • H

Medicar
Jeff Hall,
111 W. Main
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Dunkirk Mayor
Jack Robbins

Glass Capital of Indiana

Good luck to the
Jay County High School boys wrestlers 

as they compete in the regional tournament.

Griffin Byrum, Juaquin Flores, A.J. Heskett, Jason Landers,
Alan Ortiz, Jacob Robinson, Cody Rowles, 

Bryce Wenk and Tony Wood
8:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 3

at Jay County High School
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choice during February for:
The Commercial Review – $90
The News-Gazette – $75
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Sports
Friday, February 2, 2024

Jay girls basketball faces
Delta in sectional semifinal,
see Sports on tap

Jay grad efficient in
loss to Cleveland State,
see Collegiate check-up

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The Patriots had eight

semi-state qualifiers a year
ago.
To match that this week-

end, they will need to be
nearly perfect.
Jay County High School

will have nine athletes
competing Saturday as it
hosts the regional
wrestling tournament,
with the top four in each
weight class to clinch a
semi-state berth.
Three-time defending

regional champion Tony
Wood leads the group of
Patriots, who are coming
off  of  a third-place section-
al finish. Joining him will
be sectional champion
Griffin Byrum, Cody
Rowles, Bryce Wenk,
Juaquin Flores, Alan Ortiz,
A.J. Heskett, Jacob Robin-
son and Jason Landers.
“We’ve got a shot,” said

JCHS coach Eric Myers of
the possibility of  matching
last season’s semi-state
berth total. “I feel like on a
really rough day we’d be at
about five and a great day
we’d be at eight to nine. …
“I thought that we had

some pretty fortunate
draws. We’ve got a couple
tough matches, but overall
I liked what it looked like.”
Semi-state berths are

decided in the opening
matches Saturday. First-
round winners earn anoth-
er week of  wrestling and
continue to battle for the
regional title. First-round
losers go home.

See Shot page 6

A shot at eight

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

A.J. Heskett, a Jay County High School junior, wraps Adams Central’s Brason Schortgen in a cradle during the 132-pound
championship match in Saturday’s sectional tournament. Heskett lost to Schortgen by a 23-8 technical fall. By finishing in second
place, he will be one of nine Patriots who will compete in the regional tournament beginning at 8:30 a.m. Saturday at JCHS.

JC will strive to match ’23 semi-state berths

Renna Schwieterman’s play-
ing time and production has
fluctuated throughout the sea-
son.
At times she's started, and in

a few she’d only play single
digit minutes.
She’s scored as many as 28

points, but also been blanked
four times.
On Wednesday, she only

needed 11 minutes to drop 12
points.
The 2023 Jay County High

School graduate scored 14
points last weekend as the Pur-
due Fort Wayne women’s bas-
ketball team split a pair of
games.

In Wednesday’s matchup
against Cleveland State (a 70-60
loss), Schwieterman shot 4-for-
7 from the floor and 3-for-3 at
the free-throw line to total 11
points in only 12 minutes.
She also reeled in 4 rebounds

and swiped away on ball during
the game.
In the 62-55 win over North-

ern Kentucky on Jan. 27,
Schwieterman managed to pull
down one more rebound for
five, while she only scored

three points on 25% shooting
(1-of-4).

Eliza Bader
Jay County — 2021
Competed in four events as

the Ball State University
women’s swim team dropped
its first conference meet 219-81
to the Ohio Bobcats on Jan. 27.
Bader’s top individual per-

formance came in the 100-yard
butterfly, earning sixth place

with a time of  1 minute, 0.73
seconds.
Her time of  1:01.56 had her

finishing eighth in the 100
backstroke.
Bader swam the second leg

of  the 200 freestyle relay for the
team that finished fourth in
1:41.34.
Her only other event was the

200 medley relay, in which she
swam the butterfly. The team
finished sixth (1:50.57).

See Collegiate page 6

Schwieterman scores 11 points in 12 mintues
Collegiate
check-up


