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Eugene Siefring, 73, New
Weston, Ohio

Details on page 2.

 Jay County had a high
temperature of  32 degrees
Monday. The low was 25.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
a low in the upper 30s. Expect
mostly cloudy skies Thurs-
day with a high in the mid
50s and winds gusting to 30
miles per hour.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Portland Board of  Works
has scheduled a meeting for 4
p.m. Thursday in the mayor’s
office at city hall. The agenda
includes discussion of  the
demolition of  the building at
208 and 210 N. Meridian St.

Thursday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Park
Board meeting.

Friday — Preview of  the
Jay County wrestlers at the
semi-state tournament.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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As the cost of  construc-
tion increased, the bond
amount did as well.

Portland City Council on
Monday approved an
amended bond ordinance,
increasing the amount of
the bond that will cover the
cost of  a new equalization
basin and wet weather
pump station to $30 mil-
lion.

The equalization basin
and wet weather pump sta-
tion are required as part of
the city's agreed order with
IDEM. They must be
installed at the same time
because they work togeth-
er.

"It takes both parts … to
meet the statutory require-
ments of  the long-term
control plan," Jeff  Hersha
of  Fort Wayne's Jones and
Henry Engineers
explained at a meeting in
December.

The city’s board of  works
opened bids for the project
at that Dec. 21 meeting,
with proposals for the
equalization basin coming
in between $4.57 million
and $5.73 million. (All were
significantly higher than
the most recent engineer’s
estimate of  $2.9 million in
March.)

There were no bids for
the wet weather pump sta-
tion. It was speculated at
that time that the lack of
bids was because of  pro-
jected increased costs from
the engineer’s estimate of
$9.3 million.

The increase in the cost
of  the equalization basin
and the projected increase
for the wet weather pump
station — it has been put
back out for bid — required
the city to increase its bond
amount for the overall proj-
ect, clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips explained after the
meeting. Portland City
Council had previously
approved the bond at $23.8
million.

See Bond page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Plans are in the works to apply
for grant dollars to make stu-
dents’ daily school transportation
safer.

Fort Recovery Village Council
heard Monday about plans to
apply for Safe Routes to School
Funding with Fort Recovery
Local Schools for street work.
Formal legislation on the matter
will be presented at council’s next
meeting Feb. 19. (The application
is due at the beginning of  March.)

To be eligible for Safe Routes to
School Funding through Ohio
Department of  Transportation
(ODOT), communities must
develop School Travel Plans or
Active Transportation Plans. The
plans outline a community’s
“intentions for enabling students
to engage in active transportation
(i.e. walking or bicycling) as they
travel to and from school,”
according to ODOT’s website.

Fort Recovery created its
School Transportation Plan in

July after a nine-month planning
process. It started with a team of
school, community, local govern-
ment, health, public safety and
other representatives. The plan
identifies several construction
projects and new programs as
goals for increasing safe pedestri-
an and bike travel to school.

Diller noted plans discussed at
a committee meeting last week,
which included the recommenda-
tion to improve safety measures
at the intersection of  Elm and
Center streets. (The total cost is
anticipated at $60,000, with the
school and village splitting the
cost. The work — it involves
installing flashing beacons and

enhancing crosswalks — would
be conducted separately from the
grant.)

If  approved, plans are apply for
a grant for several infrastructure
projects, including: building a
crosswalk in front of  Fort Recov-
ery High School along First
Street, improving visibility of
markings at the five-point inter-
section of  Butler, Boundary,
William and Third streets, and
constructing a sidewalk from
Fort Recovery Elementary/Mid-
dle School to Sharpsburg Road to
match with the upcoming side-
walk project for the front of  the
school.

See Safe page 2

FR to seek Safe Routes

County commits

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

It's time to get connected.
Jay County Council and Jay

County Commissioners agreed
Monday to commit $3.9 million
toward a project from Main-
stream Fiber Networks to
install 395 miles of  fiberoptic or
fixed wireless internet across
the county. The project is
designed to set up internet con-
nections in all homes and busi-
nesses categorized as unserved
or underserved in Jay County.

“I think this is something
that’s going to get Jay County
into the 21st, 22nd century, I

mean, this is something we’re
going to need,” said commis-
sioners president Chad Aker.
“Everyone’s going to need this
at some point if  they don’t
already.”

County officials heard a pro-
posal Jan. 25 from Mark
Gabriel of  Mainstream Fiber
Networks to outfit the county
with fiberoptic internet. The
$19.4 million plan calls for a
20% match — $3.9 million —
from the county, with $6 million
covered by a partnership
between MainStream Fiber
Networks and Searchlight Capi-
tal, a New York private equity

company, with the other $9.5
million to be targeted via
grants.

Mainstream Fiber Networks
will be applying for two grants
through the Next Level Connec-
tions Broadband Grant Pro-
gram, which allows up to $5 mil-
lion per application. If  denied,
the business will apply for fund-
ing through the federal Broad-
band Equity, Access and Deploy-
ment program, which has allo-
cated $868 million for Indiana to
promote reliable internet con-
nectivity.

According to information pro-
vided by Mainstream Fiber Net-

works and data from the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC), about 36% of  homes and
businesses in Jay County —
approximately 3,900 locations
— are unserved or underserved
in broadband access.
(“Unserved” individuals are cat-
egorized as residents with less
than 25 megabytes per second
downloads and 3 megabytes per
second uploads, and “under-
served” individuals are catego-
rized as those with less than 100
megabytes per second down-
loads and 20 megabytes per sec-
ond uploads.)

See Commits page 2

Local match approved for Mainstream Fiber to
apply for grant funding for high-speed internet

Funds will
cover cost

of wastewater
improvements

Bond
upped
to $30
million

This map from indianabroadbandmap.com shows the areas
(in blue) of Jay County that have download speeds of at least 100
megabytes per second and upload speeds of at least 25 megabytes
per second. They are mostly consolidated in municipalities and along
state and U.S. highways. The other areas of the county are generally
considered to be unserved or underserved when it comes to
broadband internet access.

indianabroadbandmap.com

Andrew Balko/The Commercial Review

Spence entrance
Jay County High School athletic trainer

Spencer Tonner “elbow bumps” elementary schoolers
Friday before the girls basketball sectional championship
game at Yorktown. The students were waiting to give
high fives to the Patriots as they came out for warm ups,
and greeted Tonner with similar enthusiasm after he
finished tending to a bloody nose.

Program offers funding for
promoting ‘active transportation’
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Thursday
Zehringer, Rosemary:

10:30 a.m., Mary Help of Chris-
tians Catholic Church, 403
Sharpsburg Road, Fort Recovery.

Shockey, Mike: 3 p.m., Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Brotherton, Mary: 7 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Siefring, Eugene: 10:30 a.m.,

St. Paul Catholic Church, 517
Meiring Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Eugene “Gene” Siefring,
New Weston, Ohio, died Sun-
day. A Mass of Christian Bur-
ial will be held at 10:30 a.m.
Friday at St. Paul Catholic
Church, Sharpsburg, Ohio.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

Council members Kent
McClung, Michele Brewster,
Matt Goldsworthy, Dave Golden
and Ashley Hilfiker approved the
amended bond. Mike Aker and
Ron May were absent from the
meeting.

The amended bond ordinance
will now head to the State
Revolving Fund loan program to
continue the process, with a clos-
ing expected in March.

The deadline for bids for the
wet weather pump station is 10
a.m. Feb. 29. Bids will be opened
at 4 p.m. the same day during a
board of  works meeting in coun-
cil chambers at Portland Fire
Station.

In other business, council:
•Approved a five-year tax

abatement for FR Holdings on
$1.05 million in renovations to
allow space for growth for Prior-
ity Plastics to the city's tax abate-
ment advisory committee. The
abatement is projected to save FR
Holdings $90,000. The expansion
is expected to generate $225,000
in property taxes over 10 years.

•Heard McClung compliment
the work of  Jay County Public
Library Board. His comments
came in response to Indiana Sen-
ate Bill 30, authored by Sens.
James Tomes (R-Wadesville) and
Gary Bryne (R-Byrneville),
which called for public libraries
to submit an annual budget to

county or municipal govern-
ment. McClung expressed the
opinion that the library board is
effective and no such changes are
needed. (The bill died without a
hearing in the Senate Tax and
Fiscal Policy Committee. Sen.
Travis Holdman (R-Markle), who
represents Jay County, is the
committee's chair.)

•Agreed to an additional appro-
priation of  $183,820.98 for the
purchase of  a new trash truck
from Best Equipment of  Indi-
anapolis. Portland Board of
Works approved the purchase
last week. The additional appro-
priation will need to be formally
approved again after it has been
advertised.

•OK'd the closure of  Morton
Street between the Tri-State Gas
Engine and Tractor Association
Grounds and Jay County Fair-
grounds from noon Aug. 16
through noon Aug. 25 for Tri-
State’s annual show. Also
approved was a golf  cart permit
waiver, effective from Aug. 10
through Aug. 25, for those who
receive a permit through Tri-
State.

•Heard Golden praise Jay
County Development Corpora-
tion executive director Travis
Richards for his efforts and those
of  JCDC to help the city in a vari-
ety of  areas. (Richards presented
the abatement request during
the meeting.)

Bond ...

Continued from page 1
Council vice president

Cindy Bracy, a rural Port-
land resident who lives
east of  Salamonia, refer-
enced the preliminary
design map and asked
about some gaps in the cov-
erage, specifically on the
eastern side of  the county.

Gabriel explained that
those areas are designated
by the FCC as served parts
of  the county.

“I would beg to differ
because it looks like that
(gap) would be in Salamo-
nia, and they are not
served,” she responded.

Gabriel pointed out the
FCC’s data may not be
100% accurate. He noted
there is a process for
proving addresses that
are incorrectly marked as
served, and he pointed
out residents in those
areas may contact the
state to register their
address and provide data
to show they are not
served. (To learn more
about an area’s coverage
per the FCC’s data, visit
broadbandmap.fcc.gov/ho
me, or for a map showing
where providers report
available service and spe-

cific speeds, go to indi-
anabroadbandmap.com.)

Bracy asked where resi-
dents need to go in order to
correct coverage data.
Gabriel suggested contact-
ing the Indiana Office of
Community and Rural
Affairs or Indiana Broad-
band Office, noting both
groups have links avail-
able from their websites to
test broadband connectivi-
ty.

Council member Harold
Towell questioned if  the
county should invest in
the project. Council mem-
ber Jeanne Houchins ref-
erenced offers from vari-
ous companies in the past
regarding high-speed
internet.

“Yes, Jay County does
have some high-speed
internet, I know there’s
fiber in places, but the
progress made has not
kept up with the promises
made,” she said. “How is
this any different?”

Gabriel noted the grant
process has a 24-month
contractual period start-
ing from the time the proj-
ect is awarded. Likewise,
Mainstream Fiber Net-
works will have to report

monthly to the state, with
Indiana Broadband Office
also inspecting their work.

Commissioners vice
president Brian McGal-
liard noted the county will
be able to pay for the work
over the next few years
instead of  contributing a
lump sum. Gabriel con-
firmed this, suggesting the
county could stretch pay-
ments over 36 months.

County officials have
multiple revenue sources
they can pull from for their
contribution to the project.
County auditor Emily
Franks compiled a list of
potential funds, which
include $2.37 million in
American Rescue Plan Act
dollars, $1.94 million in the
rainy day fund, $1.83 mil-
lion in economic develop-
ment income tax dollars,
$965,000 in economic devel-
opment wind farm dollars
and $850,000 from Jay
County Redevelopment
Commission. (The redevel-
opment commission’s
board would need to
approve use of  its funding
from the tax increment
financing (TIF) district
that is currently generat-
ing roughly $550,000 annu-

ally.) She also included
potential usage of  other
funds in the budget, such
as the infrastructure,
cumulative capital devel-
opment and general funds.

Council and commis-
sioners reviewed their
funding options for a few
minutes during the meet-
ing, with Houchins point-
ing out likely upwards of
$1 million will be needed
for upgrades to county
emergency responders’
radios in the near future.
Council member Faron
Parr also noted potential
plans for housing develop-
ment, but he pointed to the
fact that outside entities
would be contributing $16
million to the fiberoptic
project as a reason to move
forward.

The grant application to
Next Level Connections is
due Friday. With that in
mind, council and commis-
sioners, absent council
member Randy May and
commissioner Rex Jour-
nay and with Towell dis-
senting, agreed to commit
to the project.

They’ll decide which
funds to use to pay for the
project at a later date.

Commits ...

Continued from page 1
If  awarded — Diller

pointed out the whole
process will likely take two
to three years — the infra-
structure projects would be
100% covered by the grant.

Fort Recovery Local
Schools is also submitting a
grant application to start
programs encouraging stu-
dents to walk and bike to
school, noted Diller.

In other business, coun-
cil members Luke Knapke,
Erik Fiely, Greg Schmitz,
Al Post and Scott Pearson,
absent Cliff  Wendel:

•Heard Mayor Dave Kaup
will be organizing a meet-
ing with state officials
regarding increases in
property tax. Diller noted
the problem is in the way
the system is set up, point-
ing to assessed value jump-
ing by 40% to 50%. Kaup
added that property taxes

for adjoining parcels cur-
rently aren’t matching up.
The meeting, which will be
open to the public, will be
held in March. More details
will be available on the vil-
lage’s website and social
media closer to the date.

•Learned a company has
offered an alternative solu-
tion to the village’s issues
with meeting Environmen-
tal Protection Agency stan-
dards with testing at its
wastewater lagoons. (Dis-
cussion has previously cen-
tered on the need for a
mechanical plant.) The
firm’s proposed $1 to 2 mil-
lion dollar solution, noted
Diller, would meet Environ-
mental Protection Agency
testing requirements for
ammonia, phosphorus, dis-
solved oxygen and other
elements present in the
water.

•OK’d a request from Psi

Iota Xi to close the brick
portion of  Wayne Street
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 27 for the annual
Brick Street Market.

•Were informed recon-
struction of  portions of
Gwendolyn and Wiggs
streets will begin with utili-
ty work this month. PAB
Construction of  Coldwater
should be finished with the
project by May.

•Heard Fort Recovery
Chamber of  Commerce
will be hosting its annual
awards banquet at 6 p.m.
March 10 in the auditeria at
Fort Recovery Elemen-
tary/Middle School. Tick-
ets are $15 each, and the
reservation deadline is
March 1.

•Met David Penno, a
Republican running in the
May primary for a Mercer
County Commissioner
seat.

Intersection crash
A Portland teen ’s vehicle struck a

Ridgeville woman’s car at the inter-
section of  county roads 250 West
and 800 South about 10:33 a.m. Mon-
day.

Angel L. Sewell, 17, was driving
her 1996 Oldsmobile Ciera south on
county road 250 West as she
approached its intersection with

county road 800 South. Sewell told
police she wasn’t familiar with the
area and didn’t notice the stop sign.
At the same time, 59-year-old
Annette M. Wall was driving her
2024 Kia Sportage west on county
road 800 South near the intersec-
tion. (There isn’t a stop at the inter-
section for traffic on county road
800 South.) Sewell drove into the

intersection at the same time as
Wall, causing the vehicles to collide.

Sewell lost control of  her car and it
went into a ditch on the southwest
side of  the road. Wall also lost control
of  her car and drove into a field on
the northwest side of  the road.

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000. Sewell’s vehicle
was towed.

Capsule Reports

Safe ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.46
March corn ..............4.46
Wheat ......................4.63

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.46
March corn ..............4.48
April corn ................4.49

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.28
March corn ..............4.28
Beans ......................11.82

March beans ..........11.82
Wheat ...................... 5.53

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.28
March corn ..............4.31
Beans ......................11.83
March beans ..........11.86
Wheat ......................5.52

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.43
March corn ..............4.50
Beans ......................11.63
March beans ..........11.16
Wheat ......................5.23

Lotteries

In 1812, Charles
Dickens was born in
Landport, Portsmouth,
in the United Kingdom.
Dickens wrote “A
Christmas Carol” and
“Oliver Twist,” the for-
mer of  which has had
dozens of  film adapta-
tions.

In 1867, Laura Ingalls
Wilder was born in Wis-
consin. She wrote the
semi-autobiographical
“Little House” series.

In 1962, country
music singer and song-
writer Garth Brooks
was born in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. One of  his
most popular pieces is
the 1990 song, “Friends
in Low Places.”

In 2011, Portland
Mayor Bruce Hosier
announced Fort Recov-
ery Industries pur-
chased a building in
Portland Industrial
Park for $383.554.63.
(The sale had been
finalized three days ear-
lier.) It included 8 acres
around the building on
county road 100 North
just east of  U.S. 27.

In 2022, Portland
City Council allocated
$100,000 in economic
development funds
from Bitter Ridge Wind
Farm to Portland Park
Board to be used for
repairs at Portland
Water Park.

—The CR

CR almanac

56/48 58/41 49/32 46/35 45/29
Another

day of mostly
cloudy skies
on Thursday,
with a 60%
chance of rain
at night.

There’s a
chance of
rain on Mon-
day when the
high will be in
the mid 40s.

Another
chance of
rain on Sun-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy.

Friday’s
forecast shows
a 30% chance
of showers with
temperatures
in the mid to
upper 50s.

Mostly
sunny on Sat-
urday, when
the high will be
in the upper
40s. Rain is
possible late.

Thursday
2/8

Friday
2/9

Saturday
2/10

Sunday
2/11

Monday
2/12

Powerball
Monday
1-2-27-30-67
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 5
Estimated jackpot:

$228 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$358 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-5-2
Daily Four: 3-8-8-7
Quick Draw: 7-9-15-16-

20-21-22-25-28-30-31-33-36-
48-57-61-68-72-76-77

Evening
Daily Three: 4-6-9

Daily Four: 4-4-9-2
Quick Draw: 3-15-17-

21-31-32-36-37-40-42-43-44-
45-48-49-55-67-68-76-80

Cash 5: 14-21-23-27-28
Estimated jackpot:

$356,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-6-8
Pick 4: 3-5-0-3
Pick 5: 3-2-5-7-3
Evening
Pick 3: 4-9-3
Pick 4: 1-6-0-4
Pick 5: 2-0-6-6-8
Rolling Cash: 2-22-24-

31-35
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city hall,
321 N. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board

of  Trustees, communi-
ty room, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT
GROUP — For anyone
who’s lost a loved one or
has a spouse living in

long-term care or suffer-
ing from an illness, the
group will meet at 2 p.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne.
For more information,
call Sarah Conrad at (260)
589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,

call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
INDIANA UNIVERSI-

TY HEALTH JAY HOSPI-
TAL OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference
Room B. The group is for
ostomy and intestinal
diversion patients and
their friends and family
to offer mutual support
and learn about the latest
products and informa-
tion.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.

High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at
noon the second Monday
of  each month at Jay
County Campus of  Arts
Place, 131 E Walnut St,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-
3259.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center,
125 Hoover St.,
Dunkirk.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I have been
involved with a married man for
the last five years. He lied to me
about his status. He told me that
a woman he’d had a 15-year rela-
tionship with had left him. I
recently learned he has been
with her for more than 30 years,
and she’s the mother of  his kids.
I have tried to walk away many
times, but I always go back. I
don’t blame him, but I am very
hurt by the deceptions. I have
been hospitalized for depression
three times since I’ve been with
him. I’m not a homewrecker. He’s
not a demon. I just need help. I
can’t go on like this. My mental
health is deteriorating rapidly
now. Please help me. — HEART-
BROKEN IN MARYLAND

DEAR HEARTBROKEN:
You are stuck in a self-defeat-
ing cycle that isn’t going to
change. In my book, this mar-
ried man IS a demon. He is an
awful person with no con-
science. Seeing the effect this
affair has had on you (three
hospitalizations for depres-
sion!?), if  he had ANY con-
science at all, he would have
ended it. If  you don’t have a
licensed mental health profes-
sional to talk with to help you
disentangle yourself  perma-
nently from this destructive
cycle, PLEASE ask for a refer-
ral to one now, before you
have to be hospitalized again. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I was a devoted

son. I called and visited my par-
ents regularly and took them on
trips with my family. I have two
grown kids I seldom see or hear
from. Some of  my friends tell me
their kids are the same. Is this
common with this generation or
is it an anomaly? — WONDER-
ING IN FLORIDA

DEAR WONDERING: It may
be more common today.
Whether because of  insensi-
tivity, the fact that younger
people face more challenges

and distractions than previ-
ous generations or some unre-
solved resentment toward
their parents, I can’t say. But
your problem seems to have
become less unusual over the
last several decades. Phone
calls have been replaced by
texting, but texts lack the
warmth and immediacy of
verbal communication that
former generations enjoyed.
Could that be what you are
missing?

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have a wonder-

ful husband and four beautiful
kids. But lately I’ve started
crushing on his best friend, and I
sometimes fantasize about him. I
love my husband with all my
heart, and I’m truly happy with
our marriage. How can I rid
myself  of  these feelings? I don’t
know what they mean. — MYSTI-
FIED IN MISSOURI

DEAR MYSTIFIED: It
means you are human. A way
to control your fantasies
would be to quit feeling so
guilty about having them. You
are far from the only woman
to develop crushes on unat-
tainable men. Fan clubs for
actors and television personal-
ities come immediately to
mind. The time to worry and
possibly seek professional
help would be when the crush
starts having a negative effect
on your marriage. You say you
love your husband. If  that’s
true, show him the respect he
deserves by reminding your-
self not to follow through on
those fantasies.

Dear
Abby

Affair threatens
woman’s health

Photo provided

Showing fairness
East Elementary recently recognized students for displaying fairness.

Pictured above are kindergartners (front) Ainsley Hamilton, Ashten Bentz and Bella
Grayson. In the back row are kindergartners Russell Vogel, Quinn Alt and Ivan May. Not
pictured is Camryn Foreman.

By LAUREN GIRGIS
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

SEATTLE — Seattle Public
Utilities has banned all batter-
ies and some electronics from
being disposed of  in the
garbage due to fire risk.

The ban includes small but-
ton and alkaline batteries,
lithium-ion batteries used in
electric bikes and vehicles, and
items with batteries embedded
in them. Electronic items like
computers, monitors and TVs
also cannot be thrown in the
garbage.

The SPU Director’s Rule took
effect Jan. 1.

If  not disposed of  properly,

the batteries and electronics
risk catching fire.

Seattle Fire Department
Chief  Harold Scoggins said in
a news release that the depart-
ment has responded to 79 lithi-
um-ion battery fires in the past
two years.

“This is a growing fire safety
concern across the nation as
consumers purchase more
items with lithium-ion batter-
ies,” Scoggins said. “Fires
involving batteries can start
and spread quickly, so properly
storing, charging, and dispos-
ing of  batteries becomes key to
preventing fires where injuries
and property loss could occur.”

Batteries have hazardous

chemicals — like lithium, cad-
mium, mercury and lead —
that pose risks to people and
the environment, and need spe-
cial handling to be safely dis-
posed of, the release said. Alka-
line batteries also contain
acids that corrode metals.

Those materials are also
valuable, and can be reused
and recycled, SPU General
Manager and CEO Andrew Lee
said in the release.

“Too often residents are con-
fused about how to dispose of
batteries — this new Director’s
Rule provides needed clarifica-
tion to keep communities and
our employees safe,” said
Mayor Bruce Harrell said.

Seattle bans tossing batteries
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Feb. 6, 2008.
The job fair was a regular stop
for editors and publishers from
The Commercial Review before
the event slowly faded away as
fewer and fewer newspapers sent
representatives. It was a valu-
able tool and brought many
reporters to our newsroom, even
if  it did make Jack feel old.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

There’s nothing quite like a
job fair to make you feel older.

All that youth. All that poten-
tial. The future stretching as far
as the eye can see.

Saturday was the annual
event sponsored by the Indiana
Associated Press Managing Edi-
tors and the Hoosier State Press
Association Foundation.

It alternates between Ball
State University and Franklin
College, and this year was Ball
State’s turn.

I’ve attended all but a few of

these events since the project
was launched by my old friend
Andy Lippman of  the AP. The
first was a near disaster.

For some reason, no institu-
tion of  higher learning was
interested in hosting it, so we
ended up crowding into offices
of  journalism faculty at IUPUI.
We were back at IUPUI a few
years later for a venue even less
conducive to getting things
done: The natatorium. It was
chilly, and it echoed. It was like
conducting job interviews in a
bathroom.

The purpose of  taking part in
the event is simply to get an

idea of  what sort of  young
reporters are entering the tal-
ent pool. Other years, like this
year, we have some newsroom
vacancies we’d like to fill.

For the kids — sorry, budding
young journalists — it’s an
opportunity to practice inter-
viewing skills while networking
and finding out what jobs and
internships may be available.

For some, it’s clearly their
first attempt at such a thing.

And sometimes things don’t
go all that well.

More than once, I’ve been
handed a resume with a typo in
it. Not really a good thing when
you’re applying for a job at a
newspaper.

Like the resumes, the attire
for the day is often seeing its
first use. The budding young
journalists have bought their
interview suit or new outfit.
One nice young guy a couple of
years ago still had the tags
attached to the cuff  of  his suit

jacket, sort of  like Minnie Pearl
and her hat.

Saturday’s crowd was a bit
more polished than that, and
they showed much more initia-
tive than usual. Time and again,
young folks stepped up,
stretched out a hand, offered a
smile, and asked if  I had a few
minutes to talk with them. It
was precisely the sort of  cold-
call effort that impresses every
editor.

By the end of  the day, I’d con-
ducted 14 interviews with stu-
dents from Ball State, Purdue,
Bowling Green, Grace, Earl-
ham, and Hanover and maybe a
couple of  other schools. Not
surprisingly, the interviews
began to blur together after
awhile.

About 3 p.m., I found myself
wondering if  I were repeating
myself.

And the students were in the
same boat, a little fuzzy on
whether they’d answered the

same question two minutes
before.

On Sunday afternoon, I
reviewed the resumes and jotted
notes, delighted that some kids
(sorry) stood out.

There was the young woman
from Marion who got her first
newspaper job in high school,
going behind the back of  her
father who was an editor at the
paper.

There was the young guy from
Purdue who told me about the
moment in an engineering class
when he suddenly realized he
had no interest in being an engi-
neer, what he wanted to do was
tell stories.

There was the young woman
from Rensselaer who has worked
long hours waiting tables to
work her way through Ball State.

It was a good day, and it’s a
good crop of  talent entering jour-
nalism in Indiana.

But they’re all so doggoned
young.

How did they all become so young?

Duluth News Tribune
(Minnesota)
Tribune News Service

The first call to 911 was
dialed 56 years ago this
month. Quickly and con-
veniently connecting to
help in times of  emer-
gency and disasters has
become commonplace,
lifesaving, and as routine
as popping an Advil or
applying a bandage.

But the emergency-
reporting system isn’t
perfect. Is anything? And
legislation introduced
by U.S. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar of  Minneso-
ta and others aims to
make important updates
to the system, including
helping to ensure that
help is actually reached
when a natural disaster
takes down communica-
tions. The legislation also
would recognize 911 dis-
patchers as the “protec-
tive service workers”
they are and no longer as
“clerical” staff.

The Enhancing First
Response Act deserves
overwhelming, biparti-
san, no-duh support in
Klobuchar’s Senate and
in the U.S. House. It then
can be quickly signed
into law by President Joe
Biden.

“During natural disas-
ters, reliable communica-
tions networks save
lives,” Klobuchar said in
a statement last week to
the media, including to
the News Tribune Opin-
ion page. “This biparti-
san legislation will
ensure people are able to
connect to 911 during
major disasters and
improve the resiliency of
our 911 system against
outages and disruptions.”

Dispatchers’ “critical
roles during times of  cri-
sis” also need to be recog-
nized, Klobuchar said of
the bill.

More specifically, the
act would require
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to
issue a report after major
natural disasters on the
extent to which people
were able to — or, of  more
concern so problems can
be addressed, unable to —
reach 911. Unreported
outages would be studied.
The FCC also would be
required in its report to
make recommendations
to improve outage report-
ing and communication
between mobile carriers
and 911 centers. The idea
is preventing service dis-

ruptions at the most criti-
cal moments.

In other words, the leg-
islation would require
the system to be scruti-
nized and then made bet-
ter following every natu-
ral disaster, like ice
storms, floods, and torna-
does.

Additionally, the FCC
would be required by the
federal bill to report on
the extent to which multi-
line telephone system
manufacturers and ven-
dors are complying with
“Kari’s Law,” which Sen.
Klobuchar worked to pass
in 2018, which requires
the manufacturers of
multi-line telephone sys-
tems to create systems
that allow callers to reach
911 without dialing a pre-
fix or postfix.

Joining the Democrat
Klobuchar in introducing
the needed-now Enhanc-
ing First Response Act —
or surely before the next
natural disaster — were
Republican Sen. Marsha
Blackburn of  Tennessee,
Democratic Sen. Martin
Heinrich of  New Mexico,
and Republican Sen. John
Thune of  South Dakota.
Co-sponsors were
Sens. Angus King, an
independent from Maine,
and Ted Budd, a Republi-
can from North Carolina.

“During natural disas-
ters, it is especially
important that folks who
are in need of  emergency
assistance are able to con-
tact 911 for help, “ Thune
said in the statement.
“Our bill would provide
some much-needed
reforms to the emer-
gency-response system by
increasing its resiliency,
classifying 911 profes-
sionals as first respon-
ders, and reducing obsta-
cles for those attempting
to call 911.”

Our effective emer-
gency-reporting system
has been around a long
time and serves us well.
That doesn’t mean it can’t
be regularly scrutinized
and made better, especial-
ly with technology. And if
it takes federal legisla-
tion to require that, then
let it be quickly passed in
D.C.

Federal measure
can improve 911

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

I knew the amendment would
fail before Rep. Sue Errington, D-
Muncie, even began speaking.
That’s how it works with Democrat
amendments in a chamber where
Republicans have a supermajority.

But I was interested in the
debate on whether Indiana should
consider allowing citizens to initi-
ate a statewide ballot question,
whether for a law or constitutional
change. In Indiana, only legislators
can do so.

Errington’s proposed amend-
ment to a House elections bill
would have placed a non-binding
public question on the November
ballot: “Shall citizens be allowed to
initiate a ballot referendum in
Indiana?”

The amendment was easily
defeated 66-27, with every Republi-
can who voted opposing the meas-
ure.

Think about that. It was non-
binding. Advisory. Guidance only.
And House Republicans don’t want
to hear what you have to say.

Errington said more and more
citizens have asked her why Indi-
ana doesn’t have the same rights as
citizens in other states like Ohio to
initiate change that lawmakers
won’t do on their own.

It mostly comes up in the context
of  legalizing marijuana and pro-
tecting access to abortion.

Errington quoted public, well-
respected polling showing
Hoosiers want both by significant
margins.

“Is it any wonder that the people
in this state are losing confidence
in us to make laws that reflect their
views?” she asked. “Is it any won-
der that they are losing interest in

voting when their legislators don’t
listen to them after they have been
elected? And when their legislators
actually do the opposite?”

Ohio is one of  19 states that
allow direct ballot initiatives,
either for laws or constitutional
amendments. Voters in Michigan
and Illinois also have that option.

But Republicans spoke against
the amendment.

Rep. Matt Lehman, R-Berne, said
Indiana’s founders were smart
enough to set up a representative
government instead of  putting
every issue on the ballot and get-
ting nothing done.

“(Voters) do weigh in. It’s called
an election. And that is how we
change things in this body, is
through elections,” he said.

Rep. Tim Wesco, R-Osceola, said
the statewide public question
would be an unprecedented “waste
of  Hoosier’s time and attention.”

He also noted it should be hard to
change the state constitution, and I
have to agree. But you can create a
direct ballot system that gives a
path to citizen-led initiatives with
a bar high enough to deter con-
stant upheaval.

In Ohio, for instance, petitions
for a constitutional change must be
gathered from 44 of  the state’s 88
counties. And the number of  peti-
tions is equal to 10% of  votes cast
for governor in previous election.
That meant more than 413,000 sig-

natures for a recent abortion ini-
tiative.

That is a ton of  work to achieve
and means it won’t be used on every
little issue-of-the-day. For compari-
son, Indiana is considered to have a
strong signature requirement to
run for governor or Senate, in
which a candidate must collect 500
signatures from all nine congres-
sional districts. That’s only a total
of  4,500.

Perhaps House Minority Leader
Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, said
it best: “I am not scared of  what the
voters have to say. You shouldn’t be
either.”

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana

Statehouse since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Defeat is disappointing
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

CrossRoads Financial Federal
Credit Union held its annual
meeting Jan. 27 in the Bubp
Building at Jay County Fair-
grounds, with controller Jeff
Whetstone reporting that assets
rose by $1.2 million in 2023 to a
record $87.8 million. Total
deposits were $76.8 million.

The credit union has 9,229
members.

Also during the meeting Craig
Faulkner and John McFarland
were elected to three-year terms
on the CrossRoads board and
Reda Theurer-Miller was select-
ed to fill the remainder of
Joseph Vormohr’s term. Jerry
Zearbaugh was appointed mem-
bership officer and Donald Gille-
spie as assistant treasurer.

Employees were also congrat-
ulated for their years of  service,
including Jeanna Ford for 35
years as she plans to retire this
fall. Other anniversaries were Jo
Ellen Mays (20 years), Kaela
Southworth (15 years), Aaron
Helm (10 years) and Angel Perez
(five years).

CrossRoads has offices in
Portland, Dunkirk and Winches-
ter.

Cutting the ribbon
Jay County Chamber of  Com-

merce will host a ribbon-cutting
ceremony at noon Friday, Feb.
16, for Toddlertown Early Learn-
ing Center.

The facility is located at 1505
N. Wayne St., Portland.

Staff added
Mercer County Fair Board has

hired Tafi Stober as director of
development for its The Grand
Event Center + Market Hall proj-
ect.

Stober has served as executive
director of  the Van Wert Area
Performing Arts Foundation.
She will manage the event cen-
ter/hall project that involves a

100,000-square-foot campus to
host indoor events.

"Stober brings a special ener-
gy to the project,” said fair
board president Bart Leininger
in a press release. “Her admira-
tion for the work ethic and val-
ues of  Mercer County and the
Grand Lake Region is shown in
her desire to build something
that will impact generations to
come. As President of  the Mer-
cer County Fairgrounds, Inc.
Board, we unanimously
approved her appointment and
are united in our efforts to see
the Grand Event Center become
a reality."

A grand opening for the facili-
ty at 1001 W. Market St., Celina,
Ohio, has been scheduled for
4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 19.

Fair scheduled
Jay County Chamber of  Com-

merce announced that the 2024
Jay County Career Fair is sched-
uled for Sept. 12 at Jay County
Junior-Senior High School.

Additional information about
the event will be provided in the
coming months. Businesses that
would like to be placed on the
list to participate should call the
Jay County Purdue Extension
office at (260) 726-4707.

Shop opens
North Star Hardware & Imple-

ment Company recently opened
its new service shop.

The business began building
its new shop at 169 S. Main St.,
North Star, Ohio, in May 2023.
The 2,000-square-foot expansion

houses all service employees
and includes an indoor pressure
washing room.

“We are excited to start utiliz-
ing the new shop,” says Dan Crea-
ger, North Star service manager.
“This expansion will allow us to
be fully equipped with up-to-date
tools and technology to continue
to provide top-tier service for our
customers.”

Closing site
The Bluffton RediMed Urgent

Care facility will close at the end
of  February.

Lutheran Health Network
announced the closure of  the 1980
N. Main St. site, effective Feb. 29,
in a press release last week.

Services offered at the facility
will be consolidated to other facil-
ities. Urgent Care services will
shift to Bluffton Regional Medical
Center’s emergency department
via a “fast track” model for those
with lower level injuries and ill-
nesses. Those who use RediMed
for occupational health services
will be offered the option to shift
to the Business Health North
Center, 315 E. Cook Road, Fort
Wayne.

Grants available
CenterPoint Energy Founda-

tion is accepting grant applica-
tions for its 2024 cycle.

The foundation awards grants
to organizations and programs
that support “community vitality
and education.” Priority is given
to programs serving low-to-mod-
erate income families and under-
resourced communities.

“As we reflect on the impact of
the Foundation’s funding in 2023,
we are filled with renewed enthu-
siasm to continue building mean-
ingful partnerships with our
community stakeholders,” said
Alicia Dixon, director of  commu-
nity relations at CenterPoint.
“Our focus remains on investing

in initiatives which enhance lives
today and lay the groundwork for
a better tomorrow. We invite eligi-
ble organizations to apply for a
grant during our first cycle of
funding for 2024.” 

For more information, visit
CenterPointEnergy.com/Founda-
tion. The application deadline is
Feb. 16.

BSU appoints
Ball State University has

appointed April Hay as its new
registrar.

Hay has served as a registrar
for more than 20 years, including
the last 13 at Indiana State Uni-
versity. She took over her new
role Monday.

“We are grateful and excited to
bring Dr. Hay aboard as our new
university registrar,” said BSU
vice president for enrollment,
planning and management Paula
Luff  in a press release. “April is a
seasoned professional with a
proven track record of  success in
leading and managing academic
records, registration, the course
catalog, and more. Throughout
her career, she has cultivated
strong relationships with stu-
dents, faculty, and staff, demon-
strating a deep commitment to
student success and institutional
excellence.”

Deal unveiled
Ardagh Glass Packaging –

Europe last week announced a 10-
year renewable energy power
purchase agreement with Renew-
ablePower Capital’s Vitberget
wind facility in Sweden.

The agreement calls for
Ardagh to utilize the entirety of
Vitberget’s 161-megawatt capaci-
ty when it begins operations in
2026. The facility will cover about
40% of  Ardagh’s power needs in
Europe.

“We are delighted to take this
next step on our sustainability

journey, securing renewable
energy from RPC in a long-term
partnership.” said Martin Peters-
son, CEO of  Ardagh – Europe in a
press release.

Ardagh operates glass manu-
facturing facilities in Winchester
and Dunkirk.

Partnering
Eli Lilly and Indiana Universi-

ty Indianapolis are partnering to
launch a new internship pro-
gram.

The partnership calls for plac-
ing students in full-time paid
internships at Eli Lilly as part of
the undergraduate coursework,
Axios Indianapolis reported. Par-
ticipants will also have opportu-
nities to work with the Central
Indiana Corporate Partnership
and 16 Tech Innovation District.

The first applicants will be
enrolled this year.

Heading to court
A U.S. Court of  Appeals will

review a federal order regarding
an electrical equipment upgrade.

NextEra Energy planned to ask
the U.S. Court of  Appeals for the
District of  Columbia Circuit in
Washington, D.C. to overturn a
federal order requiring it to
upgrade equipment, Bloomberg
Law reported.

Avangrid argues that under the
Federal Power Act, NextEra is
required to replace a circuit
breaker at a New Hampshire
power plant in order to accommo-
date a $1 billion electric transmis-
sion line. NextEra said the circuit
breaker is not a transmission
device and therefore not subject
to the Federal Power Act rule.

The hearing is scheduled for
Tuesday.

••••••••••
Does your business have news to

share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.

Assets hit nearly $88 million
Business
roundup

Anthem
donates

Anthem Blue Cross
and Blue Shield recently
awarded a $1,000 grant
to Jay County
Conservation Club for A
Better Life – Brianna’s
Hope at its Interfaith
Summit, which focuses
on improving physical,
mental, social and
spiritual health. The
funding will go toward
addressing substance
abuse disorder and
recovery efforts.
Pictured from left are
Matt Ransom, Dee
Humble and Jim
Humble of the
conversation club and
Amanda Deardorf of
Anthem.

Photo provided



STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available!   Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel!   As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen deliv-
ery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information kit.
Call 855-965-4916
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r
CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929
CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award –
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We’ve
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933
DIRECTV Sports Pack -
3 Months on Us! Watch
pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty
networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB,
NBA, NHL, Golf and
more. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-888-885-
8931
DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.
FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-
fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android
tablet  with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141



Continued from page 8
“Really, I kind of  just

blacked out,” Muh-
lenkamp said. “I saw the
ball on the floor and knew
I couldn’t let them get it,
so I dove for it.”

The Indians safely
inbounded the ball on the
ensuing possession and
went 5-of-6 from the foul
line in the final 28.5 sec-
onds. Cali Wendel hit all
four of  her free throws,
including the final two
with 1.5 seconds to ice the
game.

“We knew they had five
fouls,” Wendel said. “Our
coach told us to be strong
with the ball because we
want them to foul us and
get on the free throw line

and make these shots to
get ahead in the game and
close it.

“I knew I could hit
them. We work on a lot of
pressure free throws in
practice. I got a lot of  con-
fidence from coaches and
teammates and knew I
could do it.”

Offensive woes plagued
the Bulldogs in the sec-
ond and third periods as
they managed just nine
points. The Indians
boasted a 12-point lead
going into the fourth
quarter, but turnover
trouble allowed Celina to
rally and tie the game
with 1:22 left as Alex
Kimmel converted a
three-point play.

But FRHS reclaimed
the advantage, Muh-
lenkamp saved the key
loose ball and free throws
finished off  the win.

“There were times
where we played well and
times where we didn’t,”
Celina coach Bret Bauch-
er said. “We put ourselves
in a hole. That’s kind of
been our M.O. this year.

“We found a way to dig
out, but it’s hard at this
level to get over that
hump.”

Kimmel led Celina with
a game-high 17 points on
an efficient night from
the floor shooting 6-for-7.

Brooke Baucher added
16 points to Celina’s total.

The two combined for

18 of  the Bulldogs’ 21
points in the fourth quar-
ter to fuel the comeback.

Muhlenkamp’s career
offensive output couldn’t
have came at a better
time, as Celina held
Niekamp and Huelskamp
to a combined five points.

Wendel tied Muh-
lenkamp with 14 points
after a solid first quarter
shooting the ball.

Leuthold also finished
in double digits for the
Indians with 12 points.

Fort Recovery boasted
an advantage on the
glass, outrebounding
Celina 32-24. Niekamp
pulled down the most of
anyone in the game,
securing seven boards.

Turnovers kept the
Bulldogs in the game.
Despite giving up the
rock 18 times, they forced
Fort Recovery to turn it
over 26 times, including
eight in the final period
during the comeback.

Junior varsity
Despite struggling in

the second half, the Indi-
ans pulled out a 26-25 vic-
tory over Celina to pick
up their third win of  the
year.

Fort Recovery (3-14)
was outscored 19-12 in
the second half, but a
strong second quarter
gave them enough
padding to hold on. Muh-
lenkamp had four points

in the quarter, while
Bridget Homan and
Madie Schoenlein each
added three.

Muhlenkamp also led
the junior varsity game
with eight points, with
four in both the second
and third quarters.

Allana Carroll led the
Bulldogs with 10, seven
of  which came in the
final period.

After Carroll, Alaina
Vehorn scored six points
on a pair of  third-quarter
triples.

Sophia Guggenbiller
scored all seven of  her
points for Fort Recovery
in the second half  to help
fend off  Celina’s come-
back.
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GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!!  High-
quality rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny
and NEARLY INVISI-
BLE! 45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
HOLLAND KIWANIS
Gun & Knife Show –
February 10 & 11, Sat 9-
4, Sun 9-3 - $6 Admis-
sion at Huntingburg
Event Center, 200 E.
14th St., Huntingburg, IN
– 200+ tables. For more
information email jdd-
csd@psci.net
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894

NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer – zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
877-930-3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165
SWITCH TO DISH and
get up to a $300 gift
card! Plus get the Multi-
sport pack included for a
limited time! Hurry, call
for details: 1-855-551-
9764
TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75039YXB or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/TasteIt224
0

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/ word 
2 insertions.......81¢/ word 
3 insertions.......96¢/ word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper is

12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required for:
Rummage sales, busi-
ness opportunities, jobs
wanted, boats and sport-
ing equipment, wanted to
rent, motorized vehicles,
real estate and mobile

homes. 

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191  

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
16th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Brad Rindler – 419-584-

6356
Cole Luthman – 937-

658-1380
Please call by Feb. 22
to Assure Advertising

WE WILL BE TAKING
IN EQUIPMENT

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
before the sale

No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE
PUBLIC AUCTION

FRIDAY February 16TH,
2024

TIME 4:30 P.M.
LOCATED: 4023 S 800

W, 
Redkey IN

296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable bal-

ance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland
Township, Jay County

all tillable.
Note:  For private show-
ing phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more

photos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning

February 10th, 2024 
9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES – OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
National Mazda lamp
display; Tiffin Glass

“Parrot” lamp; blue cop-
per lustre Ironstone cof-
fee pot; Maytag engine;
Replicate German Nazi
dagger with sheath;

Replicate German Nazi
long dagger/sword;

CROCKS &
STONEWARE; Weeden
Vertical steam engine; 4
pc. Howdy Doody plastic
figurines; DB Wann toy
plastic fire truck with lad-
der; 1929 Geneva Con-
vention Red Cross arm
band; PLANES: San-
dusky #145 plow, Stan-
ley #80 scraper, Stanley
#5 corrugated bottom,
Lakeside #4 and Derick-
son-Fuller #55 molding;
cast iron bronze pig

bank; Grant nail puller;
tobacco tins; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This auction offers a

nice selection of quality
antiques and collectors
items. Doors will open at
7:45 day of auction for

preview.
RICHARD STACHLER

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF PEN-
NVILLE IS looking for a
Water and Wastewater
Operator. The Water and
Wastewater Operator is
responsible for operating
the Town’s Water and
Wastewater divisions, in
accordance with all fed-
eral, state, and local reg-
ulation and require-
ments. The operator is
responsible for supervis-
ing contract labor.
Please contact Josh
Miller at 260-729-1354. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 40 NOTICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS
130 MISC. FOR SALE

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or
Problems?
Call our 

Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery

Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.
The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

  Public Notice
Jay County Public Library, Jay County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.

Number Name Jan. 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2023 
Governmental Activities

100 Library Operating Fund $750,156.69 $1,102,613.30 $1,052,181.79 $800,588.20
101 Petty Cash $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00
102 Change $150.00 $0.00 $0.00 $150.00
200 Gift $154,604.86 $9,011.48 $14,819.60 $148,796.74
201 Rainy Day $184,220.79 $1,010.34 $0.00 $185,231.13
226 Endowment Allocation $78,184.13 $14,978.50 $17,440.68 $75,721.95
276 State Technology Fund $0.00 $3,914.12 $3,914.12 $0.00
280 Purdue Extension $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 $0.00
400 Library Improvement

Reserve $901,425.06 $155,560.85 $25,000.00 $1,031,985.91
801 Evergreen Indiana $0.00 $114.73 $91.23 $23.50
802 Withholding Funds $0.00 $110,354.11 $110,354.11 $0.00
809 Flexible Benefit $0.00 $1,499.94 $1,272.40 $227.54

Total All Funds $2,070,841.53 $1,399,057.37 $1,227,073.93 $2,242,824.97
CR/NS 2-7-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED ADDI-

TIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 21st day of February,
2024 will consider the following additional appropriations in
excess of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL

1000-011-10-0015 Extension- Wages 1st Secretary $1,592.24
1000-232-30-0055 Circuit Court- Court Appt Doctor $5,000.00

SURVEYOR CORNERSTONE PERPETUATION
1202-001-30-0146 Location of Cornerstones $6,000.00

DEFERRAL- PROSECUTOR
2400-001-30-0127 Crime Control $815.98

RETIREMENT CENTER DONATIONS
4102-001-30-0211 Resident Activities $2,000.00

FIREARMS FUND
4906-001-20-0018 Firearms $30,000.00

INNKEEPERS -TOURISM
7304-001-30-0027 Contractual Services $119,144.47

TITLE IV-E REIMBURSEMENT
8891-001-30-0087 Pauper Counsel $3,240.00

ARP - 2021 CLFRF
8950-001-30-0148 Professional Services $52,050.46

COMM CORR 2024
9117-001-10-0127 Wages- Deputy Director $51,500.00
9117-001-10-0049 Employer Health Insurance $11,507.28
9117-001-10-0048 Wages- Executive Director $72,128.70
9117-001-10-0018 Employer- PERF $13,846.42
9117-001-10-0017 Employer- Social Security $9,457.60

Total $378,283.15
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as  finally made will be
referred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written  determination as to the sufficiency
of funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 2-7-2024 -HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Jefferson Township, Jay County, Indiana       

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023  
Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.

Number Name Jan. 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2023 
Governmental Activities 

01 Township General $4,365.78 $14,189.55 $16,256.73 $2,298.60
11 Firefighting Fund $77,929.56 $15,909.06 $6,277.90 $87,560.72
61 Rainy Day Fund $255.91 $0,00 $0.00 $255.91
81 Township Assistance Fund $7,037.69 $0.00 $0.00 $7,037.69
91 Levy Excess Fund $87.13 $0.00 $0.00 $87.13
95 Payroll Withholdings Fund -$191.59 $1,518.67 $1,327.08 $0.00

Total All Funds $89,484.48 $31,617.28 $23,861.71 $97,240.05
Certification:
State of Indiana
SS:
Jay County
I, Angela Moeller, Trustee of Jefferson Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Angela Moeller
Jefferson Township Trustee
260-251-9850
Date this report was to be published: 2-7-2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmned) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Jefferson
Township at its annual meeting, this 25th day of January, 2024
Richard nixon,  Jefferson Township Board Chairman
CR/NS 2-7-2024 HSPAXLP

Marion Young Farmers
Consignment Auction

Mercer Landmark, Chickasaw, Ohio
Between U.S. Rt. 127 & New Bremen 

on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH 16th
10:00 AM

PLEASE CONSIGN YOUR
EQUIPMENT WITH THE FOLLOWING:

BRAD RINDLER 419 584-6356
COLE LUTHMAN 937 658-1380

Please call by FEB 22 to assure advertising.
WE WILL BE TAKING IN EQUIPMENT

THURSDAY & FRIDAY BEFORE THE SALE
*NO ITEMS WILL BE CONSIGNED

SATURDAY MORNING*
Sale conducted by

COLDWATER AUCTION SERVICE
CR 2-7-2024
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Freshman ...



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
Cameron Muhlenkamp
entered the starting line-
up in early January after
her sister, Kennedy, suf-
fered a season-ending
injury.

In the freshman’s first
nine starts, she totaled 13
points.

Start number 10 beat
the previous nine com-
bined.

Muhlenkamp had a
career night to lift Fort
Recovery High School’s
girls basketball team to a
47-43 victory over the
Celina Bulldogs on Mon-
day.

“Anytime we can get a
win at this point in the
season going into the
tournament is huge,
especially with a bit of  a
slump we’ve been on
since we went on that
(winning) streak mid-
January,” FRHS coach
Tyler Deitsch said.
“Obviously we would
have liked to not lose the
big lead, but being able to
fight through and over-
come some obstacles to
make sure we got back
into the position that we
needed to … is huge for
us. Definitely building
momentum going for-
ward and into the rest of
the year and in the tour-
nament.”

Muhlenkamp’s first
start came on Jan. 4 at
Versailles and she scored
only one point in the
game. In the eight games
between then and Mon-
day, her highest total was
four points in a win over
St. John’s.

Against the Bulldogs

(7-13), Muhlenkamp
scored a career-high 14
points, 12 of  which came
in the second half.

Her sole bucket in the

first came off  of  a drive
where she drew a foul,
but couldn’t complete the
3-point play.

Muhlenkamp’s first

basket in the third quar-
ter came in transition as
she led the break off  of  a
steal by Makenna Huel-
skamp. Later, she scored

on a step-through from
the middle of  the lane,
drew a foul and finished
the three-point play with
the free throw. The fresh-
man added one more
point by splitting a pair
of  bonus free throws.

In the fourth quarter,
Muhlenkamp finished
with two more hoops on
which she cut behind her
defender and received a
pass for an easy layup.

“I just saw it wide open
and I wanted to score, so I
went for it,” Muh-
lenkamp said. “It just
helps having the upper-
classmen to help guide
me, and our coach tells
me exactly what to do, so
I don’t have to do a lot of
things.

“It feels really good and
I’m ready to go into the
next game with my confi-
dence boosted.”

The freshman added
five rebounds and an
assist to her stat line.

Outside of  numbers
that show up on the box
score, Muhlenkamp came
up with a huge play late
in the game for the Indi-
ans in a different way.
With 39.6 seconds left and
a one-point lead, Fort
Recovery (7-12) had a
sideline-out-of-bounds
play out of  a timeout, but
was struggling to enter
the ball. With the five-sec-
ond count looming, Kar-
lie Niekamp tried to
inbound to Saige
Leuthold, but Kate Braun
knocked the ball loose.

Muhlenkamp was able
to quickly dive on the
floor to save the posses-
sion as Deitsch called
another timeout.

See Freshman page 7

Fort Recovery Indians vs.
Celina Bulldogs

Girls varsity summary

Celina (7-13)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Rammel 0-4 0-2 0
Felver 0-0 1-2 1
Vehorn 2-4 0-0 6
Carroll 0-1 0-0 0
Holstad 0-6 0-0 0
Korte 1-8 0-0 3
Kimmel 6-7 5-8 17
Baucher 7-13 0-0 16
Shreffler 0-2 0-0 0
Braun 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 16-46 6-12 43

.348 .500
Def. rebound percentage: .520

Fort Recovery (7-12)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Niekamp 1-4 0-0 2
Guggenbiller 1-2 0-0 2
Wendel 4-9 4-4 14
Leuthold 4-8 3-4 12
Mhlnkmp 6-9 2-4 14
Homan 0-0 0-0 0
Huelskamp 0-9 3-6 3
Totals 16-41 12-18 47

.390 .667
Def. rebound percentage: .690

Score by quarters:
Celina 13 4 5 21 — 43
Ft. Rec. 13 10 12 12 — 47

3-point shooting: Celina 5-22
(Vehorn 2-4, Baucher 2-6, Korte
1-4, Carroll 0-1, Rammel 0-2,
Shreffler 0-2, Holstad 0-3). Fort
Recovery 3-10 (Wendel 2-5,
Leuthold 1-2, Niekamp 0-1, Huel-
skamp 0-2).

Rebounds: Celina 24 (team 6,
Holstad 3, Kimmel 3, Baucher 3,
Braun 3, Korte 2, Rammel,
Felver). Fort Recovery 32
(Niekamp 7, Leuthold 6, Muh-
lenkamp 5, team 5, Guggenbiller
4, Huelskamp 4, Wendel).

Assists: Celina 6 (Felver 2,
Kimmel 2, Rammel, Braun). Fort
Recovery 5 (Huelskamp 2,
Niekamp, Leuthold, Muh-
lenkamp).

Blocks: Celina 4 (Braun 2,
Kimmel, Baucher). Fort Recovery
2 (Leuthold, Homan).

Personal fouls: Celina 22
(Felver 4, Kimmel 4, Baucher 4,
Braun 4, Rammel 2, Carroll 2
Holstead, Korte). Fort Recovery
13 (Huelskamp 4, Leuthold 3,
Niekamp 2, Guggenbiller 2, Wen-
del 2).

Turnovers: Celina 18. Fort
Recovery 26.

Box score

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Junior high boys
swimming at Norwell – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
Minster – 6 p.m.; Eighth grade boys
basketball at MAC tournament at St.
Henry  – 5 p.m.; Seventh grade bas-
ketball at MAC tournament at Fort
Recovery  – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7 p.m. — NHL: Tampa Bay Lightning at
New York Rangers (TNT)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Alabama at Auburn (ESPN2); Wisconsin at
Michigan (BTN); Villanova at Xavier (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State War-
riors at Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Murray State at Belmont (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Nebraska at Northwestern (BTN); Texas
A&M at Missouri (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Georgetown at Marquette (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at
Chicago Blackhawks (TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA: New Orleans Pelicans
at Los Angeles Clippers (ESPN)

Thursday
6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Notre Dame at Louisville (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors

at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Memphis at Temple (ESPN2); Iowa at Penn
State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at
New York Knicks (TNT)

8 p.m. — NHL: Tampa Bay Lightning at

New York Islanders (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Ari-

zona State at Colorado (FS1)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Florida Atlantic at UAB (ESPN2)
9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Penn State at Iowa (BTN)
10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at

Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Washington at Oregon (FS1)
10:30 p.m. — Boxing: Reofimo Lopez

vs. Jamaine Ortiz (ESPN)

Friday
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Dayton at VCU (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Men’s college hockey: Penn

state at Minnesota (FS1)
9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

San Jose State at Colorado State (FS1)

any day from Feb. 1 through 10 for $150 each
(Run it again as many times as you want in February for $125 each)

any day from Feb. 13 through 17 for $175 each
(Run it again as many times as you want in February for $150 each)

any day from Feb. 20 through 29 for $200 each
(Run it again as many times as you want in February for $175 each)

February
Mid-winter super 

– SPECIAL –

Contact Lindsey at  
L.Cochran@thecr.com  

or  (260) 726-8141

RUN YOUR HALF-PAGE  
BLACK AND WHITE AD: 
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They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Sports
Wednesday, February 7, 2024

FRHS girls basketball
visits Minster tomorrow,
see Sports on tap

Jay County Junior High
swim opens season strong,

see story below

Sports on tap

14 for the freshman
Cameron Muhlenkamp has career day as Indians pull away with win

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School freshman Cameron Muhlenkamp gets
fouled by Celina's Kate Braun on a step through in Monday’s  47-43 win. The
freshman completed the three-point play as part of a career day with 14 points.

MUNCIE — The Patriots
opened their season with a
bang on Monday, and five swim-
mers started off  even stronger
with a pair of  victories.

The Jay County Junior High
swim team started off  the sea-
son with a pair of  victories
over the Delta Eagles as Jay
County claimed victories in 19
of  the 24 events in Monday’s
meet.

Maria Laux and Brooklynn
Byrum led the girls with a pair
of  victories to help the Patriots
(1-0) knock off  the Eagles 122-
62.

Laux dominated the 100-yard
freestyle, finishing in 1
minute, 4.21 seconds. That time
was 17.7 seconds faster than
Delta’s Sophia Riley-Vannatta
in second place.

Laux also won the 200

freestyle with a 2:20.15 swim.
Byrum claimed the 100 back-

stroke by over seven seconds,
as she earned a 1:18.25 time.
Her other victory came in the
50 butterfly (30.02 seconds).

Three boys ended as double-
event winners for the Patriots
(1-0). Cooper Glentzer had vic-
tories in the 200 and 400
freestyle events, Carson West-
gerdes claimed the 200 individ-

ual medley and 100 freestyle
and Raif  Beiswanger handled
the 50 freestyle and 100 breast-
stroke.

Glentzer demolished the
opposition, winning by an
average time of  31.56 seconds.
Westgerdes took both of  his
events by over four seconds,
while Beiswanger swam in the
sprint events to earn a 2.21 sec-
ond average margin of  victory.

Other swimmers to win
events include Kaitlyn Fisher
(200 individual medley), Elly
Byrum (50 freestyle), Jordyn
Champ (1-meter diving), Grady
Warvel (50 butterfly) and Rock-
land Beiswanger (100 back-
stroke).

Both the boys and girls took
first place in the 200 medley relay
and 200 freestyle relay, but nei-
ther took the 400 freestyle relay.

Patriots take 19 of 24 events in opener


