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Russell Hodge, 65, rural
Portland

Details on page 2.

The high temperature Fri-
day in Jay County climbed to
64 degrees. The low was 52.

Today’s high is expected to
be in the upper 40s. There is a
30% chance of  rain. Expect
partly cloudy skies Sunday
with a high in the low 40s fol-
lowed by a slight chance of
snow Monday. See page 2 for
an extended outlook.

Deaths Weather In review
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Jay County High School’s show
choirs have rescheduled the per-
formances of  their competition
shows and added a dinner to the
festivities. (The originally sched-
uled performances were called off
because of  inclement weather.)

The event will be Monday,
March 4, with the walking taco
dinner served from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

and the performance by Patriot
Edition and Just Treble at 7 p.m.
Those who plan to attend the din-
ner need to buy tickets in advance
at the JCHS office. The cost is $10
and the deadline to purchase is
Friday, Feb. 16.

Those who would like to attend
the concert only can buy tickets at
the door. They will be $5.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The rematch is set.
Jay County Commissioner

Brian McGalliard made it offi-
cial Thursday, filing to run for
re-election representing the
south district. He will face off
against Duane Monroe in the
Republican primary.

Also filing Thursday after-
noon was Michael Brewster for
a Republican nomination for
Jay County Council at-large.
(Brewster was the only addition-
al candidate to file Friday morn-
ing before the noon deadline, as
he also will run for Republican

precinct committeeman in
Wayne 3.)

McGalliard’s filing made offi-
cial the rematch for the south
district commissioner seat from
the 2020 primary.

“Deciding to run for an elect-

ed office is something that
should not be taken lightly,”
said McGalliard in a press
release distributed Thursday
evening. “To be an effective
commissioner, you must be will-
ing and available to allocate

much of  your time and energy
to the position. Over the last
three years, I feel that I have
demonstrated that I have the
time, energy and knowledge
needed to be effective in this
position.”

Monroe announced his candi-
dacy in late November and then
was one of  the first candidates
to turn in paperwork to the Jay
County Clerk’s Office on the
opening day of  filing. Following
Monroe’s announcement,
McGalliard said he planned to
run for another term but did not
make it official until Thursday.

McGalliard, Dunkirk, is a
1988 Jay County High School
graduate and the owner of
Pizza King in Portland. He
attended Ball State University
and bought into the family busi-
ness in 2006.

See Files page 2

McGalliard files for re-election
Incumbent will face off against Monroe

for south district commissioner nomination

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A meeting will be
scheduled to help coordi-
nate the demolition of  a
downtown building.

Portland Board of
Works on Thursday
agreed to ask contractor
Stan Shroyer of
JAShroyer Group meet
with LeeAnn Miller, her
attorney and other busi-
ness owners next week in
preparation for the demo-
lition of  the building at
208 and 210 N. Meridian
St.

Thursday’s meeting
was scheduled on
Miller’s request to dis-
cuss the process of  the
demolition moving for-
ward. She owns the build-
ing adjacent to the one
that will be torn down
and is renovating it to be
the new home of  her inte-
rior design business.

She noted specific con-
cern about a concrete
floor that is attached to
the shared wall between
her building and the one
that will be demolished.

Attorney Eric Welch,
who is representing
Miller, suggested a meet-
ing with Shroyer to dis-
cuss a timeline and plans
in order to make sure
everyone is on the same
page. He also represented
The Greazy Pickle, which
was adjacent to the now-
demolished Bailey Build-
ing on Main Street.
(JAShroyer Group also
handled that project.)

“I thought that went
relatively well,” said
Welch. “And I think the
biggest reason it went
well is there was kind of
this feeling of  let’s all
kind of  work together.”

Board of  works mem-
bers Steve McIntosh,
Jerry Leonard and Mayor
Jeff  Westlake agreed to
set up a meeting late next
week. Demolition is
scheduled to begin Feb.
19.

See Demo page 2

Area
business

owners will
consult with

Shroyer

Meeting
OK’d to
discuss
building
demo

Twenty-five years ago this week,
the Patriots were celebrating a
last-second victory in a season that
was full of  them.

The Feb. 13, 1999, edition of  The
Commercial Review featured cov-
erage of  the Jay County High
School boys basketball team’s 52-51
victory over the host Delta Eagles.

The Patriots trailed by one in
the closing moments before
Andrew Michael tipped in his own
miss as time expired.

“The big thing is, on the road
like this, they always find a way to
win,” said JCHS coach Craig Tea-
gle. “We’re happy we were able to
finish them off  with the last shot.”

The team’s heart-thumping vic-
tories that year were:

•56-53 in overtime at Blackford
•49-48 at Winchester
•70-61 at Richmond in three over-

times
•69-65 in double overtime against

McCutcheon in a tournament
The Patriots (11-6) were down

by one to Delta with less than 10
seconds left when a pass from
Josh Ford was tipped out of
bounds. Brad Bennet then got the
inbound pass in to Michael, who
missed his first attempt. But he
kept fighting toward the rim and
got the tip for the victory.

“I was just able to stick with it
and keep going hard,” said
Michael, who finished with 12
points. “The next thing I know,
everybody came running out and
was yelling. It was chaos. I love
it. I don’t think coach can handle
any more of  it, but we love it.”

The teams combined for 17 3-
pointers, with Jay County hit-
ting 10. Nathan Michael hitting
three on the way to 17 points and
Ford hitting three for his nine
points.

The game was close through-
out, with Delta leading 38-34 at
the end of  the third quarter
before the Patriots fought back
for the victory.

Retrospect

Patriots won on last-second tip in

The Commercial Review/Jack Ronald

Jay County High School point guard Josh Ford dribbles
his way through Delta defenders Jacob Everett (left) and Scott
Carmichael (right) during the first half of the Patriots’ 52-51
victory on Feb. 12, 1999.

UCA
smile

Fort Recovery High
School cheerleader Bailie
Muhlenkamp, a junior, waves
during the squad’s
performance of its Universal
Cheerleaders Association
contest routine between the
first and second quarters of
the Indian boys basketball
team’s game Friday against
Minster. The cheerleaders
will be honored  for their Ohio
Athletic Committee state
championship at tonight’s
basketball game against
Newton Local.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
888-965-1444

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

 
Become a Published Author with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!

 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are 

dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

Continued from page 1
He previously trained race

horses and worked for Pruden-
tial Security, and has been a
trustee of  the Portland Eagles
Lodge and Portland Elks Lodge.

He is seeking the GOP nomi-
nation again after winning a
three-way race in 2020. He
received 1,345 votes (45%) to
finish ahead of  Monroe (1,102)
and Barb Street (544) and went
on to defeat independent Bruce
Counterman by a 6,097-1,742
margin in the general election.

In his release Thursday,
McGalliard touted the upcom-
ing owner-occupied rehabilita-
tion program, his membership
on the committee working to
make decisions on how opioid
lawsuit settlement dollars are
spent, efforts to improve Jay
County Country Living and the
county’s recent decision to

commit matching funds toward
a grant application to install
nearly 400 miles of  fiberoptic
internet line across the county.

“Since I have been a commis-
sioner, I have spent much of  my
time learning the position,
working with my fellow elected
officials, working with the
department heads, researching
decisions that I must make and
trying to make Jay County a
better place for everyone,” he
said in the release. “I have been
privileged to be part of  several
major projects that are in the
works that I would like to see
through to fruition. …

“When I am re-elected, I will
continue to work hard, will be
determined to make Jay Coun-
ty a better place to live and
raise a family, and care for peo-
ple from all walks of  life.”

Blake Watson, the only

Democrat to file for any county
office, is running for his
party’s nomination for the
south district commissioner
seat.

The race for the Republican
nomination for the Jay County
Commissioner north district
seat is also contested, with for-
mer three-term commissioner
Mike Leonhard taking on Doug
Horn. (Incumbent Rex Journay
indicated that he will not be
seeking a second term.)

Brewster’s filing for county
council at-large race again cre-
ates a contested race after a
withdrawal had dropped the
field back to three candidates a
couple of  days earlier.

Now running for the Republi-
can nomination for the three
at-large council seats are
incumbents Matt Minnich and
Dave Haines, Bryan Alexander

and Brewster. (The other
incumbent, Jeanne Houchins,
has not filed to run.)

Ryan Wellman, who filed to
run for a GOP council nomina-
tion on Jan. 17, withdrew his
candidacy Tuesday.

Other contested races for the
Republican primary as of
Thursday night were:

•District 33 State Representa-
tive — Incumbent J.D. Prescott
against Greg LeMaster

•Jay County treasurer — Jon
Eads versus Jonelle Foreman

•Penn precinct committee-
man — Amy Schlichter against
Marla Lutes

Uncontested with just a few
hours left of  filing are Republi-
cans Matt Lehman for District
79 State Representative, Brian
Hutchison for Jay Circuit
Court Judge, Missy Elliott for
clerk, Brayden Fields for coro-

ner, and Brad Daniels for sur-
veyor. 

John Bartlett is the lone
Democrat to file to run for his
party’s nomination for District
33 State Representative.

Also uncontested for various
GOP precinct committeeman
slots are Aaron Loy, Robin
Alberson, Angela Moeller,
Jesse Bivens, Rebecca Thorn-
burg, Randy Stephen, Lenny
Muhlenkamp, Kerry Muh-
lenkamp, Zach Chenoweth,
Jeff  Hopkins, Jennifer Lan-
genkamp, Matt Goldsworthy,
Chuck Huffman, Michael
Brewster and Harold Towell.

Running for Republican state
convention delegate are Jenae
Blasdel, Jon Eads, Lenny Muh-
lenkamp, Bryan Alexander,
Jared Blasdel, Amy Schlichter,
Chad Schlichter, Matt
Goldsworthy and Brian Hurt.

Files ...

Russell Hodge
Oct. 2, 1958-Feb. 7, 2024

Russell Scott Hodge, age 65, a
resident of  rural Portland, passed
away on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024, at
his home in rural Portland. 

Russell was born Oct. 2, 1958, in
Portland, Indiana, the son of
Charles and Martha (Brown)
Hodge. He worked at Createc in
Portland for over 30 years. 

Survivors include:
His companion — Rhonda Clubs,

Portland, Indiana 
His favorite dog — Skippy
His children — Chassidy Ingram

(husband: Dallas), Portland, Indi-
ana, and Chad Hodge, Dunkirk,

Indiana 
Stepchildren —

Nichole Wagner
(husband: James),
Portland, Indiana,
Paul Clubs, Port-
land, Indiana,
Jonathon Clubs
(wife: Breanna),
Montpelier, Indiana,
and Quentin Guntle, Portland,
Indiana 

His siblings — Mary Hardesty
(husband: Bill), Deerfield, Indiana,
Danny Hodge (wife: Linda), Port-
land, Indiana, Teresa Stein (hus-
band: Fred), Salamonia, Indiana,
Jeff  Hodge, Portland, Indiana 

Eight grandchildren and two

great-great-grandchildren
He was preceded in death by two

brothers, Johnny and Jerry Hodge.
Visitation will be held on Mon-

day from 5 to 6 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. 

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com. 

••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. They include the name,
city of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Today
Hidy, Danny: 1 p.m.,Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

March 2
Meier, Nancy: 4:30 p.m.,

Kuhn’s Den, 442 E. Line St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Dozens of  candidates for
Indiana’s top elected offices
will hit Hoosier primary
ballots this spring —
including a whopping eight
gubernatorial hopefuls,
more than 150 state-level
job-seekers and more than
five-dozen congressional
contenders.

Candidates aiming for
the Democrat or Republi-
can primary ballot had
until Friday at noon to file
their candidacy. 

The “major party” candi-
dates on a list from the Sec-
retary of  State’s office
(SOS) are still subject to
challenge, however. In suc-

cessful challenges, the Indi-
ana Election Commission
can remove candidates who
don’t meet certain require-
ments.

Eight have made the cut,
including six Republicans:
U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, busi-
nessman Brad Chambers,
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch,
businessman Eric Doden
and former Attorney Gen-
eral Curtis Hill and faith-
focused mother of  five
Jamie Reitenour.

Democrat Jennifer
McCormick also submitted
the thousands of  signa-
tures required to make the
ballot. She’ll take on Demo-
crat Tamie Dixon-Tatum,
who describes herself  as a
human relations and civil
rights professional.

Continued from page 1
City attorney Wes Schemenaur

suggested reaching out to the own-
ers of  Pit’s Cocktail Lounge, which
is across the alley from the build-
ing that will come down, in order
to keep them informed as well.

Kayla Darby, owner of  Deer Park
Boutique at 204 N. Meridian St.,
asked about possible road clo-
sures.

Schemenaur said that would be a
question for Shroyer. (Any clo-
sures of  Meridian Street would
require approval from Indiana
Department of  Transportation
because it is a U.S. highway.) 

He added that he will communi-
cate with Jay County Commission-
ers about the possibility of
JAShroyer Group needing to uti-
lize some of  the county-owned

parking lot at the west side of  the
building.

In other business, the board:
•Awarded the contract for Commu-

nity Crossings grant street crack seal-
ing project at a cost $117,690.92. The
other bids were all above $165,000.

•Approved the hiring of  Jaylen
Riddle as a full-time police officer at
the recommendation of  chief  Dustin
Mock.

Obituaries

Hodge

Theft
A Pennville man was

arrested Friday for theft.
Brian S. Bickel, 28, 445 E.

Maple St., was preliminari-
ly charged with a Level 6
felony. He was released on a
$3,000 bond from Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Felony
arrests

GOP ballot will
have six hopefuls

Demo ...
Lotteries

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 8-2-1
Daily Four: 7-7-1-3
Quick Draw: 7-8-9-13-

18-26-32-36-37-38-44-47-48-
49-50-52-56-72-74-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-3-4
Pick 4: 7-3-8-0

Pick 5: 8-5-0-7-7
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 1-3-5-

29-32
Jackpot: $186,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$248 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$394 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.32
March corn ..............4.29
Wheat ......................4.67

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.32
March corn ..............4.34
April corn ................4.36

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.21
March corn ..............4.21
Beans ......................11.69

March beans ..........11.69
Wheat ......................5.57

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.15
March corn ..............4.17
Beans ......................11.70
March beans ..........11.73
Wheat .......................5.56

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.29
March corn ..............4.38
Beans ......................11.50
March beans ..........11.04
Wheat ......................5.27

In 1763, Britain, Spain
and France signed the
Treaty of  Paris, ending
the Seven Years’ War
(also known as the
French and Indian War
in North America).

In 1959, a major torna-
do tore through the St.
Louis area, killing 21 peo-
ple and causing heavy
damage.

In 1972, Olive Calhoun
was elected president of
The Graphic Printing
Company Benefit Associ-
ation during its annual
meeting. Dan Grober was
elected vice president.

In 2020, U.S. health
officials confirmed the
first case of  the coron-
avirus among the hun-
dreds of  people who’d

been evacuated from
China to military bases
in the United States; it
was among 13 confirmed
cases in the U.S. Britain
declared the coronavirus
a “serious and imminent
threat to public health”
and said people with the
virus could now be
forcibly quarantined.

In 2021, renewable
energy firm Invenergy
presented plans to Jay
County Council for a pro-
posed solar farm in
northwest Jay County.
The 155-megawatt Sky-
crest Solar was approved
but supply and connec-
tion issues have pushed
back the start of  con-
struction.

—The CR

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Park Board, village
hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
10 a.m. — Jay County

Jail Building Corpora-
tion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

CR almanac

43/28 42/26 42/29 41/29 42/27
Sunday

should be
mostly cloudy
with a slight
wind through-
out the day.

Another
chance of
snow as well
as rain on
Thursday.

Mostly
sunny on
Wednesday,
with a 30%
chance of
snow at
night.

There’s a
slight chance
of snow on
Monday when
the high will
be in the lower
40s.

Mostly
sunny on
Tuesday. The
low may dip
into the mid
to upper 20s.

Sunday
2/11

Monday
2/12

Tuesday
2/13

Wednesday
2/14

Thursday
2/15



DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band looks at pornography.
I find it disgusting and it
turns me off. I feel that if  he
has to look at it, it means
I’m not good enough or
sexy enough for him. I don’t
believe his excuse of  “It has
nothing to do with you.”
When I try to tell him how
it makes me feel, he
becomes indignant and
turns the conversation
around to something he
doesn’t like about me to
take the focus off  himself.

He doesn’t watch porn
around me, but he gets ads
on his phone all the time, so
I assume he looks at it fre-
quently. I have even seen
notifications suggesting he
belongs to a website where
he can chat with women,
although he says he has no
idea why he gets them. I’m
not stupid. I don’t know
anyone else with this kind
of  issue. I haven’t been able
to have sex with him lately
knowing this is going on. I
don’t have plans to leave
him over this, but what can
I do? — TURNED OFF IN
WASHINGTON

DEAR TURNED OFF:
Realize that your hus-
band’s appetite for porn
really has nothing to do
with your level of  attrac-
tiveness, and EVERY-
thing to do with his own
appetites. Next, please
seek a referral to a
licensed psychotherapist
who can help you to
rebuild your damaged
self-esteem. Your hus-
band is far from the only
man who enjoys X-rated
entertainment. (So do
some women.) And many

couples view it together
as a form of  erotica. 

The chat rooms are
another matter. Perhaps
your husband can
explain that to you dur-
ing sessions with your
therapist. It might be
more effective than him
becoming critical and
accusatory when you try
to explain how his behav-
ior affects you. Of  this I
am sure: Denying sex to
your husband not only
won’t improve your rela-
tionship, but it will erode
it further.

••••••••
HAPPY NEW YEAR

TO MY ASIAN READ-
ERS WHO CELEBRATE
THE LUNAR NEW
YEAR: The Year of  the
Dragon, which begins
today, is said to be one of
the luckiest and most
prosperous, filled with
unprecedented opportu-
nity. People born in the
Year of  the Dragon are
creative, have a talent for
active listening and are
cherished friends. They
are ambitious, intelli-
gent and courageous.
Famous “Dragons”
include Bruce Lee, John
Lennon, Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., Florence
Nightingale and Joan of
Arc. — LOVE, ABBY

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to

noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at
noon the second Monday
of  each month at Jay
County Campus of  Arts
Place, 131 E Walnut St,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-
3259.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater,
Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-

ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.
com.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 5:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of  each
month in the boardroom
at Arts Place, 131 E. Wal-
nut St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-9201

For Jay County Schools 
February 12-16

Monday: Main Entrees: Classic chicken sandwich, Alternate
Entrees: Muffin, yogurt & cheese fun lunch,
popcorn chicken salad base, breadstick Sides
for all meals: Smile potatoes

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Turkey Corn Dog Alternate
Entrees: Muffin, yogurt & cheese fun lunch,
popcorn chicken salad base, breadstick Sides
for all meals: Steamed broccoli & carrots medley

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Whole grain french toast sticks
Alternate Entrees: Muffin, yogurt & cheese fun
lunch, popcorn chicken salad base, breadstick
Sides for all meals: Hash brown patty

Thursday: Main Entrees: Mashed potato & Chicken bowl
Alternate Entrees: Muffin, yogurt & cheese fun
lunch, popcorn chicken salad base, breadstick
Sides for all meals: Seasoned corn

Friday: Main Entrees: Breaded fish bites Alternate Entrees:
Muffin, yogurt & cheese fun lunch, popcorn
chicken salad base, breadstick Sides for all
meals: Curly fries

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Elisa G. Weiss, 52, Portland, and
Erbin D. Espinoza Villachica, 43,
Portland

Evelyn R. Arias Aliaga, 41, Port-
land, and Stephen A.L. Steed, 38,
Portland

Hannah L. Clayton, 21, Portland,
and Brian L. Couch, 23, Portland

Kennedi E. Craw, 29, Dunkirk, and
Colton J.M. McCombs, 29, Dunkirk

Trisha D. Hale, 43, Redkey, and
Shane D. Robbins, 55, Redkey

Kameron D. Edwards, 23,
Dunkirk, and Isaac A. Reed, 25,
Dunkirk

Stephen D. Cecil, 64, Portland, and
Geneveb Howell, 52, Portland

Salome S. Neuenschwander, 23,
Bryant, and Amos A. Wickey, 26,
Decatur

Destiny J. Sapp, 20, Dunkirk, and
Keiton M. Stacy, 23, Montpelier

Jenna G. Blount, 23, Portland, and
Samuel D. Pitman III, 30, Redkey

Tiffanie A. Beals, 35, Portland,
and Charles R. Vanover, 41, Portland

Macey L. Gerber, 31, Dunkirk, and
Kyle D. Hitchens, 29, Dunkirk

Christina B. Eicher, 22, Portland,
and Martin K. Eicher, 22, Geneva

Dana R. Donahoe, 34, Dunkirk,
and Scott DeWayne Townsend II, 36,
Dunkirk

Haley R. Bower, 30, Portland, and
Jesse L. Criswell, 28, Portland

Elizabeth J. Graber, 19, Bryant,
and Daniel F. Schwartz, 20, Bryant

Marvin W. Melendez Hernandez,
22, Portland, and Thalia K. Nava, 21,
Portland

Elizabeth N. Newman-Stump, 43,
Portland, and Lawrence A. Teeters,
65, Portland

John A. Arnold, 53, Portland, and
Suzzanne E. Hare, 46, Portland

Husband’s habit
disgusts his wife

Marriage licenses

Photo provided

Klondike Camp
Troop 202 of Portland recently attended the 2024 Scout Klondike Camp held at the

Ossian Conservation Club. Scouts spent two nights on site with competitions held on Feb. 3.
Scouts placed first in morals and first aid and third in scouting history. They also placed in the
top five for sled racing, log sawing and bear bag technique. Pictured above from left are Alexa
Jones, Traylin Lautzenheiser, Eli Nelson, Nathaniel Locke, Blake Jellison, Kason Sims, Varen
Ridgway, Michael Young and McKayla Jones.
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By JIM HIGHTOWER
OtherWords

This plot line could have
come from one of  Charles
Dickens’ novels about upper-
class depravity: “Miserly gov-
ernors refuse to provide gruel
for poverty-stricken raga-
muffins.”

Unfortunately, this is not a
novel, but modern-day reality
taking place in 15 states, where
right-wing officeholders have
scorned a federal program to
provide food this summer for
millions of  children mired in
poverty.

“No!” bark these political

ideologues. Seeking to pun-
ish poverty, they piously demo-
nize public aid — even for hun-
gry children! This program
hardly lavishes luxury dining
on anyone, offering only $40
per child in groceries. Not for
one meal or even a week, but

$40 a month — about $1.30 a
day. Feast on that!

Yet the politicians in such
deeply impoverished states as
Mississippi and Louisiana
have arrogantly shunned this
minimal assistance their peo-
ple so desperately need. So
have the mingy governors of
Florida and Texas, large states
where millions of  children
need this food.

Note that these elitist gover-
nors are personally wealthy,
yet they have no ethical
qualms about taxpayers pick-
ing up the tab for their pricey
meals.

Then there’s the pathetic
duplicity of  Iowa Governor
Kim Reynolds. She rejected the
grocery benefit for her state’s
children, asserting that it
“does nothing to promote
nutrition” and could con-
tribute to childhood obesity.

Well gosh, governor, provid-
ing food has actually proven to
be nutritionally beneficial for
children. On the other hand,
she’s right that denying food to
children definitely can cause
them to lose weight! Thanks,
Kim.

All told, 8 million hungry
kids will go out without food

because of  these governors.
Turning down food assis-

tance for poor children is
shockingly callous, just plain
mean, and politically stupid —
even for right-wing puritanical
ideologues. The good news is
that 35 states, five U.S. territo-
ries, and four Native American
tribes have welcomed the sum-
mer program. Learn more at
FeedingAmerica.org.

••••••••••
Hightower is a radio commen-

tator, writer, and public speaker.
OtherWords is a free editorial

service published by the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies.

Turning down assistance is callous

The Virginian-Pilot
Tribune News Service

Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin last week took
responsibility for not noti-
fying the White House
when he was hospitalized
at the beginning of  Janu-
ary, an important first step
in rebuilding trust with
President Joe Biden, Con-
gress and the American
people.

While Austin’s desire to
keep his medical situation
private is understandable,
this was a severe breach of
protocol at a time when
escalating global conflicts
demanded more robust
and timely communica-
tion. The country, and
especially our service
members, deserved better.

According to the Penta-
gon, Austin underwent
surgery on Dec. 22 to
remove his prostate and
complications forced him
back to the intensive care
unit at Walter Reed Med-
ical Center on Jan. 1.

At that time, per U.S. law,
he was required to report
to the White House that he
would be absent from his
duties and identify who
would be serving in his
place. But even Austin’s
second-in-command was
reportedly left in the dark
until Jan. 2 and the presi-
dent wasn’t formally noti-
fied until Jan. 4.

One might chalk that up
to a procedural oversight
were it not for the fact that
Austin is second only to
the commander-in-chief  in
leading the U.S. military.
His absence occurred at a
time when thousands of
service members were
deployed to crisis points
around the globe.

That includes thousands
of  personnel based in
Hampton Roads who are
serving in the Middle East,
where the Israel-Hamas
war rages and where mili-
tia groups sponsored and
supported by Iran contin-
ue to lob weapons at mili-
tary and commercial ves-
sels in the Red Sea. Though
Americans aren’t on the
ground in Ukraine helping
that country repel the
Russian invasion, it too
demands constant moni-
toring at the highest levels
of  leadership.

That’s to say nothing of
the various other conflicts
around the globe in which
the United States is a party.
Austin’s absence occurred
only weeks before a drone
attack against an Ameri-
can base in Jordan killed
three service members and
injured at least 34 others.
Had that happened on Jan.
2 rather than Jan. 28, how
would the Pentagon have
responded with its top offi-
cial AWOL?

Every Cabinet-level sec-

retary is buttressed by
deputies and associated
staff  members who help
ensure these massive fed-
eral departments operate
as effectively and cohesive-
ly as possible. And while
those in the Defense
Department displayed the
utmost professionalism
amid this uncommon situ-
ation, Austin let them
down by not following pro-
cedure when it was clear
he wouldn’t be able to
carry out his duties.

Speaking to the media
on Thursday for his first
news conference in more
than a year, Austin took
responsibility for his
actions, saying, “We did
not handle this right; I did
not handle this right. I
should have told the presi-
dent about my cancer diag-
nosis. I should have also
told my team and the
American public, and I
take full responsibility.”

In explaining his
absence, he said he rea-
soned that the president
had enough on his plate
without worrying about
his defense secretary’s
medical condition. But the
reason federal law
requires notification in
these situations is so the
president can make
informed decisions. By
withholding that informa-
tion, it made Biden’s
already difficult job even
harder and, as the Jordan
attack shows, could have
compromised the safety of
American troops abroad.

That echoes powerfully
in Hampton Roads, home
to some of  the country’s
most important military
installations. Enlisted per-
sonnel who walk away
from their posts without
notifying their superiors
could face a court martial
for doing so. They are
right to expect their com-
manders to emulate behav-
ior consistent with that
duty.

The Pentagon inspector
general has announced
plans to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding
Austin’s absence, and
Austin has pledged to
cooperate. The House
Armed Services Commit-
tee has also invited him to
testify this month.

Biden says he still has
confidence in his defense
secretary, despite this.
Rebuilding trust with
service members and the
general public will be a
taller ask for Austin in the
days and weeks ahead.

Austin must
rebuild trust

By SCOTT HADLAND
and JOSEPH FRIEDMAN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Melanie Ramos was only
15 years old when she died
of  a suspected overdose in
a high school bathroom in
Hollywood. Police report-
ed that she and a friend
had purchased pills they
thought were prescription
painkillers but which were
likely fakes containing
fentanyl, a potent opioid
incorporated into counter-
feit pills widely available
in the illicit drug market.

Fentanyl has caused
such overdoses to rise
sharply despite declining
drug use among young
people. Recent data sug-
gest it kills an average of
22 teens every week
around the nation. Tragic
stories like Melanie’s are
playing out across the
country — and at an
unprecedented rate. In
a new analysis in the New
England Journal of  Medi-
cine, we found that fatal
overdoses among U.S.
teens aged 14-18 hit an all-
time high in 2022.

Melanie was one of  111
teens who died between
2020 and 2022 in L.A.
County, a hot spot where
overdoses have spiked. We
found hot spot
counties across the U.S.,
but Southern California
was uniquely hard hit. Of
the 19 such counties we
identified nationwide, six
were in this region: Los
Angeles, Orange (61
deaths), San Bernardino
(55), Riverside (41), San
Diego (36) and Kern (30).

There are signs that
teen overdoses in Califor-
nia dropped from 2021 to
2022, but this trend is still
new, and hot spots can still
occur anywhere —
often unexpectedly. Every
corner of  America should

be prepared. Overdose
deaths are preventable.
However, reducing teen
overdoses requires a dra-
matic shift in drug-preven-
tion programming: It needs
to emphasize safety rather
than abstinence alone.

Drug use by teens is
becoming more deadly, not
more common. From 2002
to 2022, the share of  high
school seniors who had
ever used illicit drugs
declined from 21% to 8%.
Teen drug use overall is at
its lowest rate in decades.
But fentanyl, which is
found not only in counter-
feit pills but also as a con-
taminant in other drugs,
puts teens at unprecedent-
ed risk. Nearly two-
thirds of  teens who die
from fentanyl have no
known prior opioid use, a
reminder that even first-
time or infrequent expo-
sure can be deadly.

Drug prevention has long
focused on keeping teens
from trying drugs, which is
a worthy goal. But it has
lacked messaging for teens
who do use and may end up
in danger as a result.
Teachers, parents, medical
practitioners and others
who provide drug preven-
tion counseling should
clearly communicate that
any pill not prescribed by a
physician or dispensed by a
pharmacy has a significant
chance of  being a counter-
feit containing a potentially
lethal amount of  fentanyl.

This does not mean
using scare tactics, which
have been shown to back-

fire. As modeled by pro-
grams such as Safety First,
available through Stan-
ford, this approach should
instead tap into teens’
desire to keep themselves
and their peers safe and
give them strategies to do
so.

These strategies includ
e never using alone (so
someone is available to
intervene in an overdose),
starting with a small
amount of  a drug (e.g., a
quarter pill rather than a
whole pill) to assess its
potency, and avoiding
mixing pills with alcohol
and other sedating sub-
stances.

Programming should
also help teens recognize
the signs of  an overdose
and teach them how
to respond— by calling 911
and providing the nasal
spray naloxone (Narcan) if
it’s available. Schools
should have naloxone on
the premises — as has been
the case in the L.A. Unified
School District since late
2022, following Melanie
Ramos’ death — and help
teens understand how to
access it on and off  cam-
pus. Narcan recently
became available over the
counter, and teens can
obtain it at pharmacies or
get a doctor’s prescription
for it.

Teens who seek out pills
to address depression, anx-
iety, trauma or other men-
tal health concerns addi-
tionally need referrals to
evidence-based mental
health treatment such as

counseling and, when
appropriate, medications
— which should be distin-
guished from the counter-
feit pills widely available
on the illicit market.

There are some young
people who might inten-
tionally seek fentanyl,
including the 1 in every 100
U.S. teens who has an opi-
oid addiction. Keeping
these adolescents safe
requires educating them
and their peers on how to
recognize signs of  addic-
tion, where to receive care
and the effectiveness of
buprenorphine, a lifesav-
ing but underused treat-
ment for opioid misuse.
Given the urgent need to
intervene early, schools,
families and doctors
should be aware of  local
treatment programs and
refer teens to them; the fed-
eral government main-
tains a searchable directo-
ry.

Emphasizing safety in
drug use messaging to
young people will
encounter opposition from
policymakers and others,
as it means confronting the
uncomfortable reality that
some teens use drugs.
However, research indi-
cates that teaching safe-
ty does not cause teens to
use more drugs. Drug-pre-
vention programming can
still tell teens they should-
n’t use substances while
equipping them with the
tools to protect themselves
if  they do. Teens need this
knowledge before more
young lives are tragically
lost.

••••••••••
Hadland is the chief  of

adolescent medicine at
Mass General for Children
and an associate professor
of  pediatrics at Harvard
Medical School. Friedman
is a substance-use
researcher at UCLA.

Clear communication is needed
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A river runs through it

1) The Guadiana River flows
through what European country?

2) The capital cities of Vienna, Bratislava
and Budapest all lie along what river?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Spain
2) Danube
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 40 NOTICES

STATEDE  CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The

Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191  

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

The Commercial Review
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

 SUBSCRIBE  TO
THE

COMMERCIAL
REVIEW

up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call 260-726-8141

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 
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  Public Notice
Salamonia Civil Town Jay County, Indiana 

Annual Financial Report - 2023  Cash & Investments Combined Statement 
Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.

Number Name Jan. 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2023 
Governmental Activities

0 General $5,151.76 $14,814.96 $13,472.04 $6,494.68
0 Riverboat $1,566.30 $849.12 $669.36 $1,746.06
0 Rainy Day $140.09 $0.00 $0.00 $140.09
0 Mvh $27,938.72 $5,282.22 $7,096.68 $26,124.26
0 Lrs $5,372.10 $1,784.83 $2,146.50 $5,010.43
0 Cci $2,101.94 $274.09 $0.00 $2,376.03
0 Community Edit $3,268.27 $544.00 $0.00 $3,812.27
109 Park Fund $51,527.37 $12,795.79 $46,976.42 $17,346.74
2203 MVH Restricted $0.00 $3,251.55 $0.00 $3,251.55
2256 opioid settlement Fund $0.00 $42.88 $0.00 $42.88
2257 Opioid Restricted Fund $0.00 $19.02 $19.02 $0.00
55555 American Rescue Plan $24,112.50 $0.00 $24,112.50 $0.00

Wastewater Utility 
1 Operating Wastewater $94,887.51 $44,505.17 $39,965.11 $99,427.57

Utility
2 Reserve $10,639.42 $0.00 $0.00 $10,639.42
3 Bond & Interest $7,215.04 $7,788.00 $7,768.72 $7,234.32
4 improvements $20,771.60 $3,000.00 $0.00 $23,771.60

Total All Funds $254,692.62 $94,951.63 $142,226.35 $207,417.90
CR 2-10-2024- HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Bearcreek Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2023
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2023

Number
Governmental Activities

01 Township General Fund $55,005.99 $76,296.63 $73,897.45 $57,405.17
11 Firefighting Fund $100,362.61 $14,347.06 $14,600.00 $100,109.67
81 Township Assistance Fund $24,048.07 $2,030.11 $5,442.30 $20,635.88
91 Levy Excess Fund $307.00 $128.08 $0.00 $435.08
95 Payroll Withholdings Fund -$3,372.57 $1,626.26 $1,324.83 -$3,071.14

GRAND TOTAL $176,351.10 $94,428.14 $95,264.58 $175,514.66
State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, Crystal Laux, Trustee of Bearcreek Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Crystal Laux, Bearcreek Township Trustee
Telephone: 260-997-4023
Date this report was to be published 2/10/2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Bearcreek
Township at its annual meeting this 6th day of February, 2024
Jim Haffner, Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
6th day of February, 2024.
Bearcreek Township Board:
Shelli Rigsbee
Jim Haffner
Kari Tressler
CR 2-10-2024- HSPAXLP

Marion Young Farmers
Consignment Auction

Mercer Landmark, Chickasaw, Ohio
Between U.S. Rt. 127 & New Bremen 

on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH 16th
10:00 AM

PLEASE CONSIGN YOUR
EQUIPMENT WITH THE FOLLOWING:

BRAD RINDLER 419 584-6356
COLE LUTHMAN 937 658-1380

Please call by FEB 22 to assure advertising.
WE WILL BE TAKING IN EQUIPMENT

THURSDAY & FRIDAY BEFORE THE SALE
*NO ITEMS WILL BE CONSIGNED

SATURDAY MORNING*
Sale conducted by

COLDWATER AUCTION SERVICE
CR 2-7-2024

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 4023 S 800 W, Redkey Indiana

Friday,
February 16, 2024

4:30 P.M. 
296 ACRES - 10,000 HEAD 
HOG CONFINEMENT  

296 Acres offered in tracts and combinations. 
Tract 1: 116 Acres in section 7 Jefferson
Township, Jay County with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confinement buildings, shop
buildings, house, and wooded. (2) 4,000 head hog
buildings built in 2018. (2) 1,000 head hog
buildings built in 1997. 60’ x 80’ shop building
built in 2018. 60’ x 106’ barn. 30’ x 36’ barn. 22’
x 70’ hog nursery building. 30’ x 18’, 27’ x 18’,
21’ x 18’ grain bins. Two story home containing
3,622 sq ft of finished living area. 5 bedrooms, 2
full baths, attached 2 car garage. 60k and 125k
generators. Solar panels. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in section 7 Jefferson
Township, Jay County with 90 acres tillable
balance being wooded and road frontage.    
Tract 3: 31 Acres in section 8 Jefferson Township,
Jay County with 30.4 acres tillable balance being
road frontage. 
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in section 11 Richland
Township, Jay County all tillable. 

Note: For private showing phone auctioneers.
Approximately 6 years left on current hog contract.
No entry into confinement areas unless
accompanied by staff from Oracle Pork. Must not
be in any other confinement building for a period of
48 hours and other precautions may apply. 

TERMS
Cash with 10% nonrefundable deposit due at the
auction, balance upon closing. Closing to be within
30 days. If survey is necessary cost to be split
between buyer and seller. Final sale not subject to
buyer being able to obtain financing. Make financial
arrangements if needed. Buyers tax obligation to
begin with the May 2024 installment and thereafter. 

COURT ORDERED AUCTION
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 1-27,2-10-2024 NS/NT 2-7, NG/RB 2-6

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED 
REAL ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE Sheriff’s file number:
Date of sale: 3/7/2024 10:00 AM

PUBLISHER’S NAME/COUNTY: 
THE COMMERCIAL REVIEW-JAY COUNTY

Judgment to be Satisfied: $70,875.00
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the

Clerk of Superior Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C01-2211-MF-000022 

Plaintiff:  U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its individ-
ual capacity but solely as owner trustee for REO Trust 2017-RPL1

Defendant: Ronald Berry, et al.
Required me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with
interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder,
at the hour of 10:00 AM of said day as listed above, at, fee simple of
the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE IN JAY
COUNTY, IN THE STATE OF INDIANA, TO-WIT: LOT NUM-
BERED SIX IN THE THOMAS ADDITION TO THE TOWN, NOW
CITY, OF DUNKIRK, INDIANA. ALSO, THAT PORTION OF
THE VACATED ALLEY ADJOINING SAID LOT, MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: A PART OF A SIX-
TEEN AND FIVE TENTHS FOOT VACATED NORTH AND
SOUTH ALLEY MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOW, TO-WIT: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWESTERLY COR-
NER OF LOT #6 IN THOMAS ADDITION TO THE CITY OF
DUNKIRK, INDIANA, SAID POINT BEING THE NORTH-
EASTERLY CORNER OF SAID VACATED ALLEY RUNNING
THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ON THE WESTERLY LINE OF
SAID LOT #6 AND THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID VACATED
ALLEY SIXTY-FIVE FEET TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY COR-
NER OF SAID LOT #6, THENCE RUNNING NORTHWEST-
ERLY ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT #6 PRO-
DUCED NORTHWESTERLY EIGHT AND TWENTY-FIVE
HUNDREDTHS FEET TO THE CENTER LINE OF SAID VA-
CATED ALLEY; THENCE RUNNING NORTHEASTERLY AND
PARALLEL WITH THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT #6,
SIXTY-FIVE FEET TO A POINT IN THE NORTHERLY LINE
OF SAID LOT #6 PRODUCED WESTERLY; THENCE RUNNING
SOUTHEASTERLY ON SAID NORTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT
#6 PRODUCED WEST EIGHT AND TWENTY-FIVE HUN-
DREDTHS FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
Parcel No. 38-09-08-402-009.000-014
Commonly Known as: 520 SOUTH MAIN STREET, DUNK.IRK,
IN 47336

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
This Notice shall also represent service of Notice of Sale of the
above-described real estate upon the owners, pursuant to require-
ments of IC 32-29-7-3.

Larry R. Newton
Sheriff of Jay County

Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-49)
Christopher J. Arlinghaus (31680-15)

Aaron Rodgers (28418-84)
Attorney

Reisenfeld & Associates LLC
(513) 322-7000

The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.

CR 2-3,10,17-2024 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
City of Portland, Indiana 

Wet Weather Pump Station, Contract No. 4A 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Portland, Indiana, hereinafter referred to as the Owner, will
receive sealed bid packets for the construction of a Wet Weather Pump Station. 
Sealed bids will be received by the Clerk Treasurer until 10:00 AM (local time) on Thursday, February
29, 2024 at the City of Portland, Indiana; 321 N. Meridian Street 47371. Bids received after such time shall
be returned unopened. Bids received prior to 10:00 AM (local time) shall be opened and publicly read
aloud at the public meeting scheduled at the Portland Fire Station / Council Chambers, 1616 North
Franklin Street, Portland, Indiana at 4:00 PM (local time).  
In general, the work consists of the construction of a municipal wastewater pumping, screening, and
grit removal facility. The pump station’s capacity will be approximately 50 mgd. The work includes some
site piping, relocation of existing equipment, and other ancillary items. 
The issuing office is Jones & Henry Engineers, Ltd., 2420 Coliseum Blvd. N., Ste 214, Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana 46805. Copies of the Bidding Documents may be examined at the Owner’s office listed above or the
issuing office, without charge.  

Questions regarding the project should be directed to: 
Philip Teague, PE 

pteague@jheng.com (preferred) 419-277-6039
Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained electronically from www.jhplanroom.com. There
is no charge to download from the digital print-room, however, registration is required. 
Neither Owner nor Engineer has any responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or sufficiency of any
bid documents obtained from any source other than the sources listed herein. Obtaining documents
from any other source may result in obtaining incomplete and inaccurate information including fail-
ure to receive addenda. 
Bids shall be valid for 90 days from bid opening and must be submitted on the forms found herein, must
contain the names of every person or company interested therein, and shall be accompanied by either
a Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond in the amount of 10% of the amount bid with satisfactory corporate
surety, or by a certified check on a solvent bank in the amount of not less than 10% of the amount of the
Bid, subject to conditions provided in the Instructions to Bidders. The successful bidder will be re-
quired to furnish a satisfactory Performance Bond and Maintenance and Guarantee Bond in the amount
of 100% of the Bid.  
All applicable laws, ordinances, and the rules and regulations of all authorities having jurisdiction over
construction of the project shall apply to the project throughout.  
The successful Contractor will be required to enroll in and verify the work eligibility status of all em-
ployees hired after the date of this Contract through the E-Verify program.  The Contractor will also
be required to sign an affidavit concerning employment of unauthorized aliens.  A copy of the affidavit
is included in the Bid Documents.  The successful Contractor will also be required to sign a certifica-
tion regarding no investment activities in Iran.
Bids shall be properly and completely executed on bid forms included in the Specifications. Bids shall
include all information requested by Indiana Form 96 (Revised 1987). The Owner may make such in-
vestigations as deemed necessary to determine the ability of the Bidder to perform the work and the
Bidder shall furnish to the Owner all such information and data for this purpose as the Owner may re-
quest. The Owner reserves the right to reject any bid if the evidence submitted by, or investigation of,
such Bidder fails to satisfy the Owner that such Bidder is properly qualified to carry out the obligations
of the Agreement and to complete the work contemplated therein. 
Each Bidder is responsible for inspecting the project site and for reading and being thoroughly familiar
with the Contract Documents. The failure or omission of any Bidder to do any of the foregoing shall in
no way relieve any Bidder from any obligation with respect to its Bid. 
Bidders on this work shall be required to comply with the provisions of the President’s Executive Or-
der No. 11246, as amended. The Bidders shall also comply with the requirements of 41 CFR Part 60 –
4 entitled Construction Contractors - Affirmative Action Requirements. A copy of 41 CFR Part 60 – 4
may be found in the Supplemental General Conditions of the Contract Documents and Specifications. 
The Contractor must meet guidelines and practices established by the Indiana State Revolving Fund 
(SRF) and appropriate federal regulations including: 1) Executive Order 11246, 2) Section 3 of the Hous-
ing and Community Development Act of 1968, as amended, 3) Certification of Non- Segregated Facili-
ties, 4) OMB Circular A-102, 5) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 6) Section 504, Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, 7) Age Discrimination Act of 1975, 8) Executive Order 12138, 9) Conflict of Interest Clause, 10)
Retention and Custodial Requirements for Records Clause, 11) Contractors and Subcontractors Cer-
tifications, and others that may be appropriate or necessary.
Contract procurement is subject to the federal regulations contained in the OMB Circular A-102, Sec-
tions B and O and the State of Indiana requirements contained in IC-36-1-9 and IC-36-1-12. 
The contractor shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the perfor-
mance of this contract. The contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 40 CFR Part 33 in the
award and administration of contracts awarded under EPA financial assistance agreements. Failure
by the contractor to carry out these requirements is a material breach of this contract which may re-
sult in the termination of this contract or other legally available remedies. 
Bidder’s attention is called the following items included per SRF requirements, with details included
in the “SRF Requirements” portion of the Contract Documents. 

1. Nondiscrimination and Equal Opportunity Employment
2. Davis-Bacon Act and related laws and regulations
3. Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Efforts
4. Suspension and Debarment requirements
5. Green Project Reserve (GPR) Incentive Program
6. American Iron and Steel (AIS)

Award will be made to the low, responsive, responsible bidder. The low, responsive, responsible bid-
der must not be debarred, suspended, or otherwise be excluded from or ineligible for participation in
federally assisted programs under Executive Order 12549. 

Lori Phillips/Clerk Treasurer 
CR 1-23,2-10-2024   -HSPAXLP
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GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 
or call  

260-726-8141
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MINSTER, Ohio — The
first quarter didn’t go the
way the Indians wanted
it to.

Things got even worse
in the second as their
thinning roster took
another hit.

The Fort Recovery
High School girls basket-
ball team’s turnover
problems were com-
pounded by losing its two
primary guards to foul
troubles and an injury in
the second quarter
Thursday as the Minster
Wildcats beat the Indians
50-30.

Throughout the game,
Fort Recovery (7-13, 2-6
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence) struggled to take
care of  the ball, as it
ended up with 22
turnovers.

“We didn’t handle their
pressure very well
tonight,” FRHS coach
Tyler Deitsch said. “They
run that run and jump
press really well and it’s
different rotations that
our younger girls haven’t
seen.

It’s tough to adjust and
work on that on one or
two days’ notice. … It’s
tough to simulate that in
a couple days with an
inexperienced and young
group that hasn’t done
that before.

“It’s tough to get a good
look at that. We can talk
about it and look at it in
film, but to actually go
out and do it is a little bit
different.”

After six first-quarter
turnovers and multiple
in the second, taking care
of  the ball would get
harder for the Indians as
Cali Wendel picked up
her third foul with 3 min-
utes, 21 seconds left in
the half  off  of  an Annie
Hemmelgarn offensive
rebound.

The foul took one the
primary ball handler for
the Indians off  the floor,
but only for a minute.
With 2:18 left in the half,
Makenna Huelskamp
went down with an appar-

ent knee injury that side-
lined her for the rest of
the game. Wendel was
forced to play the rest of
the game as the only
point guard, while Karlie
Niekamp helped bring
the ball up to alleviate
pressure.

Along with the live-ball
turnovers created by full

court pressure and half
court traps, Minster (15-
5, 6-2 MAC) took advan-
tage in the halfcourt by
forcing travels out of  the
Fort Recovery freshmen.

“The thing that makes
this team good, is not
maybe the ball pressure
itself,” said Minster
coach Mike Wiss, who’s

team finished 11th in the
Division IV poll. “It’s
how we rotate from the
backside that gets us
some of  those scoring
opportunities. Tonight
we rotated pretty well
and I was pleased.”

The Wildcats opened
the game on an 11-0 run
over the first 5 minutes.
Lilly Barhorst, who
recently returned from
an injury, scored the first
six points, the first four
by sitting on the weak
side block and getting a
pass and the last on a
quick dropstep.

“Lilly’s a little bit of  an
inspiration to us right
now for the fact that she
hasn’t played all year,”
Wiss said. “She’s coming
off  of  an injury. Having a
body like that inside that
finished (is big). We don’t
always finish real well
and the first part of  the
game we did.”

Barhorst finished with
12 points on a perfect 6-
for-6 from the field.

The Indians didn’t
score until Wendel pulled
a quick shot with her foot
on the line with 2:43 left
in the quarter. Niekamp
scored the next basket in
transition before Minster
hit two more shots to fin-
ish the period with a 15-4
lead.

Going down early
played into allowing Min-
ster to speed the Indians
up according to Deitsch,
as his team wanted to
climb out of  the deficit.

“Getting dug into a bit
of  a hole, they have the
momentum on their side
and they’ll just turn up
the pressure on defense
because they have more
of  a chance to gamble
and push us faster than
they did in the begin-
ning,” Deitsch said. “For
us that creates a sense of
urgency to get points up
now instead of  taking the
long, steady approach to
just keep climbing.”

Both teams struggled
with turnovers in the
third quarter as each gave
up the rock seven times.

Despite the troubles in
the third, Fort Recovery’s
offense started scoring
more in the second half,
netting nine points in
each quarter. Its defense
couldn’t calm the Wild-
cats enough as they put
up 11 in the final two
periods.

Joining Barhorst in
double digits was Anna
Larger with 11. Larger
had similar success
inside the paint, only
missing 1-of-6 shots
inside the arc.

Wendel led Fort Recov-
ery with seven points
while Cameron Muh-
lenkamp followed with
six.

Freshman Bridget
Homan provided a nice
lift in limited minutes
after playing three quar-
ters of  the junior varsity
game. She scored five
points in the fourth on a
quick basket assisted by
Wendel and 3-of-7 shoot-
ing at the free-throw line.

“Bridget Homan did a
really good job tonight,”

Deitsch said. “Whenever
she was called upon …
she was able to give us a
spark offensively, being
able to get into the paint
and get some shots. Being
able to get herself  to the
free-throw line is always
a positive.”

Junior varsity
The Wildcats blanked

Fort Recovery in the sec-
ond half  until Homan
scored with less than a
minute left as Minster
defeated the Indians 40-
15.

Jenna Belcher drained
three triples in the first
half  as Minster devel-
oped a 25-13 lead.

The Wildcats only man-
aged nine points in the
third quarter, but held
Fort Recovery (4-15)
scoreless to extend the
lead to 21.

Homan finally hit the
only shot for the Indians
late in the final period to
score the final points of
her team-high eight.

Belcher led Minster
with 11.
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MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
16th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Brad Rindler – 419-584-

6356
Cole Luthman – 937-

658-1380
Please call by Feb. 22 to

Assure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE
PUBLIC AUCTION

FRIDAY February 16TH,
2024

TIME 4:30 P.M.
LOCATED: 4023 S 800

W, 
Redkey IN

296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable bal-

ance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance
being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland

Township, Jay County all
tillable.

Note:  For private show-
ing phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds,806 E

Votaw St.,  Portland, IN
Saturday Morning

February 10th, 2024 
9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES – OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
National Mazda lamp
display; Tiffin Glass

“Parrot” lamp; blue cop-
per lustre Ironstone cof-

fee pot; Maytag engine;
Replicate German Nazi
dagger with sheath;

Replicate German Nazi
long dagger/sword;

CROCKS &
STONEWARE; Weeden
Vertical steam engine; 4
pc. Howdy Doody plastic
figurines; DB Wann toy
plastic fire truck with lad-
der; 1929 Geneva Con-
vention Red Cross arm
band; PLANES: San-
dusky #145 plow, Stan-
ley #80 scraper, Stanley
#5 corrugated bottom,
Lakeside #4 and Derick-
son-Fuller #55 molding;
cast iron bronze pig

bank; Grant nail puller;
tobacco tins; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This auction offers a

nice selection of quality
antiques and collectors
items. Doors will open at
7:45 day of auction for

preview.
RICHARD STACHLER

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

THE TOWN OF PEN-
NVILLE IS looking for a
Water and Wastewater
Operator. The Water and
Wastewater Operator is
responsible for operating
the Town’s Water and
Wastewater divisions, in
accordance with all fed-
eral, state, and local reg-
ulation and require-
ments. The operator is
responsible for supervis-
ing contract labor. Please
contact Josh Miller at
260-729-1354. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE available,
Coldwater, OH. Manufac-
turing, warehousing,
assembly, distribution,
offices, inside and outdoor
storage. Easy access to
major highways and rail-
road access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Contact
Sycamore Group, 419-
678-5318,

www.sycamorespace.com 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION TO 

CONSTRUCT AND FINANCE
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SEWAGE WORKS OF THE 

CITY OF PORTLAND, indiana AND THE ADOPTION AND 
PURPORT OF THE 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAME
On February 5, 2024, the Common Council of the City of Portland, In-
diana (the “City”) adopted Bond Ordinance No. 2024-1 (the “Bond
Ordinance”) thereby determining and ordering the construction of
certain improvements and renovations to the existing sewage works
system of the City, including but not limited to a wet weather pump
station, equalization basin, and auxiliary treatment of the equal-
ization basin improvements, together with all related work and ap-
purtenances as specified and shown on the drawings as well as
those items listed in the Preliminary Engineering Report with re-
spect to the IFA Program (as defined in the Bond Ordinance), and
any related improvements thereto (the “Project”). 
The Bond Ordinance orders and directs that the cost of the im-
provement project will not exceed $30,000,000, plus investment
earnings on such amount, which will be funded by the City from the
proceeds of sewage works revenue bonds and bond anticipation
notes issued in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed
$30,000,000 (collectively, the “Bonds”).  The Bonds will be payable
solely from the net revenues of the sewage works (as defined in the
Bond Ordinance) on parity with the 2017 Bonds (as defined in the
Bond Ordinance).  
A copy of plans and specifications for the Project and the Bond
Ordinance are available for examination and copying at the office
of the Clerk Treasurer located at 321 North Meridian Street in  
Portland, Indiana, during normal business hours.  Objections to
this project and the Bonds may be filed in the time and manner
provided by IC 36923. 

Dated: February 6, 2024
COMMON COUNCIL OF CITY OF PORTLAND, INDIANA

2-10-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO: 

38C01-2311-EU-000026
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE

OF:
MARVIN H. MUHLENKAMP 

(Deceased) 
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that Den-
nis G. Muhlenkamp was ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Marvin H.
Muhlenkamp, deceased, on the
16th day of November, 2023, who
died on the 8th day of August,
2023.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated this 20th day of Novem-
ber, 2023.

Jon Eads
CLERK OF THE JAY CIR-

CUIT COURT
COLDREN, FRANTZ &

SPRUNGER
Attorneys at Law

940 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-4220
CR 2-3,10-2024- HSPAXLP
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READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

OSSIAN — The girls won a nar-
row race with Norwell on Tues-
day.

Two days later, the boys didn’t
have enough for the top spot, but
solidified themselves as a clear
second place.

The Jay County Junior High

School boys swim team racked up
321 points at the Norwell Invite on
Thursday to claim a second-place
finish in the field of  eight.

Host Norwell ran away with
the top spot after amassing 498
points. Bluffton’s 277 points made
it the closest school to threaten-

ing Jay County’s runner-up fin-
ish.

The Patriots found victories in
five events, all of  them including
either Raif  or Rockland
Beiswanger.

Raif  Beiswanger notched a
pair of  individual victories in the

100-yard individual medley (1
minute, 10.10 seconds) and the 100
backstroke (1:11.13).

Rocky Beiswanger claimed one
individual victory with a time of
2:25.12 in the 200 freestyle.

Both swimmers competed on
the first-place 200 medley relay

(2:12.46) and 200 freestyle relay
(1:58.11) teams. Grady Warvel and
Jaxson DeHoff  joined them as the
other two legs of  both teams.

Norwell won five of  the
remaining six events, with Indian
Springs claiming the only other
victory.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School freshman
Makenna Huelskamp fires up a 3-point shot in the
first quarter of the Indians 50-30 loss to Minster on
Thursday. Huelskamp only had two points when she
left the game with an injury late in the second quarter.

Patriots place second at Norwell Invite

Minster Wildcats vs.
Fort Recovery Indians

Girls varsity summary

Fort Recovery (7-13, 2-6 MAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Niekamp 1-5 0-0 2
Guggenbiller 2-2 0-0 4
Wendel 3-10 0-0 7
Leuthold 2-5 0-0 4
Mhlnkmp 3-6 0-0 6
Homan 1-2 3-7 5
Huelskamp 1-5 0-0 2
Willmann 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 13-35 3-7 30

.371 .429
Def. rebound percentage: .458

Minster (15-5, 6-2 MAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Schmiesing 2-3 0-0 5
Hemmelgarn1-4 1-2 3
Stammen 1-3 0-0 2
Wilges 0-0 0-0 0
Inskeep 2-6 1-2 5
Mescher 1-5 1-2 3
Belcher 0-1 0-0 0
Barhorst 6-6 0-0 12
Niemeyer 2-3 0-0 5
Wuebker 1-4 0-0 3
Larger 5-8 1-2 11
Lamm 0-0 1-2 1
Albers 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 21-43 5-10 50

.488 .500
Def. rebound percentage: .583

Score by quarters:
Ft. Rec. 4 8 9 9 — 30
Minster 15 13 11 11 — 50

3-point shooting: Fort Recovery 1-
10 (Wendel 1-6, Homan 0-1, Huel-
skamp 0-3). Minster 3-14
(Schmiesing 1-2, Niemeyer 1-2, Wue-
bker 1-4, Hemmelgarn 0-1, Stammen
0-1, Mescher 0-1, Belcher 0-1, Larger
0-2).

Rebounds: Fort Recovery  21
(team 6, Huelskamp 4, Guggenbiller
3, Muhlenkamp 3, Leuthold 2,
Homan 2, Niekamp). Minster 27
(Hemmelgarn 5, Larger 5, Stammen
4, Inskeep 3, Mescher 3, Barhorst 3,
Lamm 2, team 2).

Assists: Fort Recovery  4 (Wendel
2, Muhlenkamp, Huelskamp). Min-
ster 12 (Hemmelgarn 2, Stammen 2,
Mescher 2, Barhorst 2, Schmiesing,
Inskeep, Niemeyer, Larger).

Blocks: Fort Recovery  1 (Wendel).
Minster 2 (Inskeep, Lamm).

Personal fouls: Fort Recovery  13
(Niekamp 4, Guggenbiller 3, Wendel
3, Leuthold 3). Minster 14 (Niemeyer
4, Mescher 3, Hemmelgarn 2,
Schmiesing, Stammen, Inskeep,
Barhorst, Lamm).

Turnovers: Fort Recovery  22. Min-
ster 16.

Box score

Tribe gets down early as turnover trouble prevents comeback

Slow start
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys wrestling semi-
state at Allen County War Memorial Coli-
seum – 8:30 a.m.; Boys basketball
(including freshman) at Yorktown – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swimming sectional
at Ayersville – 11 a.m.; Girls bowling
MAC tournament at Fort Recovery – 9:15
a.m.; Boys basketball vs. Newton – 6
p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high swimming

at Adams Central – 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling at

Delta – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high swimming
vs. Muncie Southside – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
Wapakoneta – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Ever-
ton at Manchester City (USA)

10 a.m. — Premier League: Burnley
at Liverpool (USA)

12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
UConn at Georgetown (FS1); Wisconsin
at Rutgers (BTN); Clemson at Syracuse
(ESPN2)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Creighton at Xavier (FOX); Saint
Louis at Saint Joseph’s (USA)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League: New-
castle United at Nottingham Forest
(NBC)

1 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Buf-
falo Sabres (ACB)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Alcorn State at Arkansas-Pine Bluff
(CBS)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Illinois at Michigan State (CBS); Indiana
State at Missouri State (Bally Indiana);
Providence at Butler (FS1)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Rutgers at Michigan (BTN)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: George Mason at Davidson (USA)

3 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Villanova at Marquette (FOX)

3:30 p.m. — NHL: Washington Capi-
tals at Boston Bruins (ACB)

3:30 p.m. — PGA Tour: Phoenix Open
(NBC)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Gonzaga at Kentucky (CBS); Maryland at
Ohio State (FS1)

4 p.m. — Men’s college hockey: Penn
State at Minnesota (BTN)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: UCLA at Cal (FOX)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Baylor at Kansas (ESPN); St. John’s at
Marquette (FS1); Akron at James Madi-
son (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Michigan at Nebraska (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at
New York Knicks (Bally indiana)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Indiana at Purdue (FOX); Tennessee at
Texas A&M (ESPN); Arizona State at Utah
(ESPN2)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at
Golden State Warriors (ABC)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Michigan at Michigan State (BTN)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Boise State at Utah State (FS1)

Sunday
9 a.m. — Premier League: Arsenal at

West Ham United (USA)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League: Man-

chester at Aston Villa (USA)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Florida Atlantic at Wichita State (ESPN2)
2 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at

Montreal Canadiens (Bally Indiana)
1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Penn State at Northwestern (BTN)
1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Iowa at Nebraska (FOX)
2 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at

Miami Heat (ABC)
2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Rhode Island at UMass Amherst (USA)
2 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: UConn at South Carolina (ESPN)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Phoenix Open

(NBC)
3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Minnesota at Iowa (BTN)
3 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Maryland at Illinois (FS1)
4 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Alabama at LSU (ESPN2)
6:30 p.m. — NFL Super Bowl: San

Francisco 49ers at Kansas City Chiefs
(CBS)

Monday
3 p.m. — Premier League: Chelsea at

Crystal Palace (USA)
7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at

Charlotte Hornets (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Wake Forest at Duke (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Kansas at Texas Tech (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Arizona at USC (ESPN2)

Tuesday
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:

Manchester City at FC Kobenhavn (CBS)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Marquette at Butler (FS1)
7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at

Toronto Maple Leafs (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

North Carolina at Syracuse (ESPN); Iowa
State at Cincinnati (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Minnesota at Rutgers (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City
Thunder at Orlando Magic (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Georgetown at Creighton (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Ole Miss at Kentucky (ESPN); Oklahoma
at Baylor (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Sacramento Kings
at Phoenix Suns (TNT)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 10
“I mean, I’m still learning stuff  from

those Patriot days,” Kelce said. “I don’t
know if  you guys have checked out
Julian Edelman’s podcast, ‘Games with
Names,’ man, but I am getting all the
gold nuggets from the stories from him,
Gronk (tight end Rob Gronkowski) and
the whole gang.”

Kelce takes those messages as a histor-
ical lesson.

“It’s just been awesome to kind of  hear
it from their point of  view knowing that
we’ve all have been on the outskirts look-
ing in,” Kelce said. “They had an unbe-
lievable run. It was the best football that
we’ve really ever seen in the NFL.”

Kelce has a few main takeaways from
his podcast listening.

“I think there’s a certain mentality
you’ve got to bring every single year,”
Kelce said.

However, Kelce doesn’t like to contrast
the Chiefs’ run with the Patriots.

“I would never compare this team to
that organization, that dynasty because I
think we got something completely dif-

ferent here,” Kelce said. “I just appreci-
ate being in the conversations with
teams like that, but I think that what we
have here is unique and special to our-
selves.”

There are some similarities.
“I mean sometimes when you hear a

story here and there it just gives you a
reassurance that you’re doing the right
things,” Kelce said. “That you’re in it for
the right reasons. You could tell those
guys love to play for each other. That was
the biggest thing that I took out of  a lot
of  the stories that you hear is that every
single one of  them remember those
moments.

“They were there. They were present.
They were around enjoying every single
day going to work with the person next to
them. We’ve got that same desire in this
building. Buckle up, baby.”

Kelce is 34 and doesn’t know how much
longer he’ll play.

“You don’t think about too much in the
future,” Kelce said. “Obviously, you got
to prepare for what’s ahead, but not harp
on the past.”

Focus ...

Continued from page 10
Jay County finally scored

on a third-chance opportu-
nity that Parker Nichols
sank from behind the arc.

Being behind, Jay Coun-
ty played fast, resulting in
turnovers and quick shots
that didn’t fall as Heritage
strung together three bas-
kets for an eight-point lead.

Swoveland got two points
back on free throws and
Comer hit a three with
eight seconds left to set up
the final plays of  the game.

“It was the first time
they’ve been in that situa-
tion this year where you’re
behind late but it’s close
enough you still have a
chance,” Bomholt said. “A
couple of  things we execut-
ed very well, but some
other things we didn’t.

“When you’re trying to
come from behind, every
possession is critical.
Every possession.”

Jay County also had an
opportunity to win at the
end of  regulation. Her-
itage had the ball with 20.6
seconds left, but Aiden
Phillips tied up Redmon
for a jump ball that gave

the possession to JCHS.
After a timeout, Heritage’s
pressure only allowed for
an off-balance three from
Liam Garringer that came
up short.

To even be in that posi-
tion, Jay County had to
trade haymakers with Her-
itage. JCHS utilized a half-
court trap that is an exten-
sion of  its regular 1-2-2
defense that forced five
HHS turnovers.

Nichols threw the first
blow with under a minute
left as he got downhill and
drew a foul on Landon
Lybarger. The senior
knocked down both shots to
give Jay County its first
lead since the opening
minute of  the second quar-
ter.

Kobe Meyer threw the
next punch. Jay County’s
trap didn’t successfully cre-
ate a turnover, allowing
Meyer to receive a pass on
the weak-side block.
Nichols was forced to com-
mit the foul to prevent the
easy layup, but Meyer
knocked down both shots to
retake a 56-55 lead.

Garringer drew a foul

with 26.7 seconds for a pair
of  free throws. Garringer
made the first, but missed
the second to leave the
game tied at 56.

“We work on those situa-
tions in crunch time, where
we’ve got to settle down and
perform under pressure,”
Sovine said. “We haven’t
been in haven’t been in that
situation much, leading by
five or six. We’ve had it a
few times this year where
we started turning the ball
over, but we just gotta keep
fighting, playing through
and keep getting better.”

Heritage took advantage
of  open threes, and pushing
the ball in transition the
first half  before Jay Coun-
ty’s defense could set up.
The quick ball movement
resulted in four players
reaching double figures for
Heritage. Meyer led the
way with 14 points, LanTae
Cassel followed with 13,
Radmon added 12 and
Brown had 11.

Swoveland powered the
JCHS offense with 21
points. He went 7-for-13
from the floor and shot 75%
at the foul line. Garringer

and Comer each scored 10
points.

Jay County won the first
quarter 15-14, but lulled in
the second and third as Her-
itage built a five-point lead.

Woodlan beat Southern
Wells 66-44 Friday to tie Jay
County for second in the
ACAC at 4-2. Adams Cen-
tral ran away with the title,
going 6-0 and winning the
ACAC tournament as well.

Junior varsity
The Patriots took care of

business early in a 45-25
win over Heritage.

The Jay County (12-4)
defense came ready to play,
holding Heritage to only 11
first-half  points. Seven of
those points came from
Heritage’s leading scorer
Davain Bates. He scored
over half  of  his team’s
points as he put up 17.

Jay County had four
players contribute as part
of  a 15-point opening quar-
ter. Its scoring leaders, Cole
Forthofer and Drew
Schemenaur, had 10 of
those points. Forthofer fin-
ished with 13 while
Schemenaur added 11.

Continued from page 10
Kole Richard hit three

buckets and two free
throws to tally eight of
his 17 points in the frame.

Homan also reached
double digits with 13.

The second quarter
was the best for Fort
Recovery (5-13, 0-7 MAC),
as they put up 20. Six
Indians scored in the
period, with Gavin Evers
leading the way at six.
Evers ended with 12
points, while Briggs
Overman had 14.

Reece Guggenbiller
and Rex Leverette were
both one basket away
from breaking double fig-
ures.

The Indians are now 1-8
since the start of  2024,
with their only win com-

ing against Mississinawa
Valley on Jan. 27. FRHS
hasn’t won a MAC game
since last season against
New Knoxville. It still
has two more chances
this season as it will trav-
el to face the Rangers on
Feb. 16 and New Bremen
on Feb. 23.

Short ...
Heritage Patriots vs.
Jay County Patriots

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (7-10, 4-2 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Comer 4-7 0-0 10
Nichols 3-9 2-2 9
Mhlnkmp 1-4 0-0 2
Garringer 3-10 4-6 10
Dunnington 2-7 0-2 4
Crouch 1-3 2-2 4
Dirksen 0-0 0-0 0
Phillips 0-2 0-0 0
Bihn 1-4 2-2 4
Swoveland 7-13 3-4 21
Totals 22-59 13-18 64

.372 .722
Def. rebound percentage: .705

Heritage (7-12, 3-3 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Tigulis 0-0 0-0 0
Meyer 4-8 2-2 14
Rauner 0-0 0-0 0
Lybarger 3-14 1-1 9
Walter 0-1 0-0 0
Cassel 4-7 5-6 13
Washington 3-8 2-2 8
Radmon 6-12 0-3 12
Brown 4-7 0-1 11
Totals 24-57 10-15 67

.421 .667
Def. rebound percentage: .657

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 15 10 13 18 8 — 64
Heritage 15 10 13 18 8 — 64

3-point shooting: Jay County  7-
26 (Swoveland 4-8, Comer 2-5,
Nichols 1-2, Phillips 0-1, Muh-
lenkamp 0-3, Dunnington 0-3,
Garringer 0-4). Heritage 9-23
(Meyer 4-6, Brown 3-4, Lybarger 2-
11, Redmon 0-2).

Rebounds: Jay County  36
(Swoveland 11, Garringer 6, Dun-
nington 5, Phillips 5, Muhlenkamp
3, Nichols 2, Crouch 2, team 2).
Heritage 33 (Walter 7, Washing-
ton 7, Radmon 7, Cassel 4, team
4, Brown 3, Lybarger).

Assists: Jay County  10 (Gar-
ringer 4, Nichols 2, Swoveland 2,
Comer, Bihn). Heritage 19 (Walter
9, Brown 5, Lybarger 3, Meyer,
Washington, Radmon).

Blocks: Jay County  5 (Phillips
2, Muhlenkamp, Crouch, Swove-
land). Heritage 4 (Washington 3,
Radmon).

Personal fouls: Jay County  14
(Garringer 5, Nichols 4, Swove-
land 3, Bihn 2, Comer, Muh-
lenkamp, Dunnington). Heritage
17 (Walter 5, Lybarger 3, Radmon
3, Tigulis 2, Meyer, Rauner, Cas-
sel, Brown).

Turnovers: Jay County  19. Her-
itage 17.

Box score

Stop ...

Indians will
be at home

again tonight
against

Newton Local

Fort Recovery’s
Brody Barga gets his
fingertips on a shot
attempt by Minster’s
Kole Richard during the
second quarter of the
Indians’ 66-58 loss.
Richard finished with 17
points for the Wildcats.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MONROEVILLE — The Patri-
ots that call Portland home had a
chance to win at the final buzzer
of  regulation, but came up just
short.

In the overtime period, they
had a similar opportunity for the
tie, but again couldn’t get the shot
to fall.

A pair of  missed 3-point oppor-
tunities ended up the difference
as the Jay County High School
boys basketball team couldn’t
complete the comeback Friday
night thriller that went to over-
time, as Heritage escaped with
the 67-64 victory.

“We never ever got the situa-
tion that we needed, where he had
the ball and the lead,” JCHS
coach Jerry Bomholt said. “I told
them, ‘You’re not back in it until
you have that.’”

It marked the third consecutive
nail-biter between the rival Patri-
ots, as Jay County lost to Heritage
29-28 in last season’s conference
tournament before winning the
regular-season rematch 45-44 on a
last-second shot by Blake Bogen-
schutz.

Despite never controlling the
lead and the ball, Jay County (7-
10, 4-2 Allen County Athletic Con-
ference) had a shot to extend the
game.

Down three with less than 10
seconds left, Gradin Swoveland
fouled Heritage’s Noah Redmon,
who missed both bonus free
throws. Swoveland came down
with the ball with five seconds
left, and quickly advanced it to
Jayden Comer, waiting in the cor-
ner. The freshman fired up a
three to tie that bounced off  the
rim as time expired.

Despite Jay County having the
momentum going into overtime,
Heritage (7-12, 3-3 ACAC) opened
the extra period on a 5-0 run on a
slashing layup by D’Vontaye
Washington and a Taurean
Brown 3-pointer. Braden Walter
assisted on both plays as he fin-
ished with a game-high nine
assists.

“We talk all the time about pro-
tecting our home court,” Heritage
coach Kyle Sovine said. “Jay
County travels well and these
ACAC games are a dogfight so,
it’s whoever is the tougher team. I
thought we made a few plays
there and got our crowd back into
it and just rolled off  that momen-
tum.”

See Short page 9
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For all of your
local sports news,
visit thecr.com

JC wrestlers compete
in semi-state today,

see Sports on tap

By D. ORLANDO
LEDBETTER
The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution
Tribune News Service

LAS VEGAS —
Kansas City tight
end Travis Kelce is a
pop-culture icon now.

His fame almost cov-
ers up that he’s a
dynamic football play-
er and part of  the
engine that keeps
Kansas City rolling.

His pass-catching
ability will be a focal
point for the Chiefs’
offense when they face
the 49ers in Super
Bowl 58 Sunday
at Allegiant Stadium.

“I would say just
find a love for the
game, man,” Kelce
said. “Find a love for
the grind. Grind in get-
ting better and finding
love in accepting the
challenges that come
with that.”

Kelce, who was
drafted in the third
round (63rd overall) in
2013 out of  Cincinnati,
definitely is a grinder.

“I think this year,
more than any year,
we’ve been challenged
on putting points up
on the board,” said
Kelce, who has 26
catches in three games
in the playoffs. “The
mentality in the build-
ing never changed.
That’s where you see
the growth and the
incline of  just keep
getting better and bet-
ter.”

It was not a smooth
ride to the Super
Bowl for Kelce and the
Chiefs.

“What matters is the
challenges in front of
us,” Kelce said. “We
were willing to accept
that challenge and
attack it head on. I feel
like when you just
have a love for the
game and you have
that love that wants to
gain knowledge for it,
everything just kind of
takes off  from there.”

As Kelce and his
girlfriend, Taylor
Swift, garner head-
lines, he kept his atten-
tion on football in his
11th season in
the NFL.

“I think I’ve juggled
the perception of  my
focus,” said Kelce, who
was voted to his ninth
consecutive Pro Bowl.
“I think kind of  being
aware of  that. I never
wanted to make the
people on this team or
in the Kansas City
Chiefs’ building feel
like I wasn’t focused
on the task at hand.”

Football remains his
passion.

“I love this game,”
Kelce said. “I love com-
ing into work and
everything, so being
able to juggle that and
make sure everybody
realizes my focus is in
the right area, espe-
cially when I’m in the
building there’s no dis-
tractions. I think that’s
been the biggest
point.”

He has embraced the
spotlight when he’s not
playing football.

“I mean the media is
going to run with it,
man, so you just got to
be able to kind of  con-
trol what you’re giving
everybody,” Kelce said.
“That’s the biggest
way you can kind of
control what they’re
saying about you.”

The Chiefs are try-
ing to repeat as Super
Bowl winners. This
will be their fourth
Super Bowl in five
years, and they are
drawing comparisons
to the New England
Patriots.

See Focus page 9

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians didn’t have
problems finding offense
Friday.

The defense just
couldn’t keep up as the
Wildcats exploded in the
fourth.

A 21-point fourth quar-
ter powered the Minster
Wildcats’ 66-58 win over
the Fort Recovery High
School boys basketball
team on Friday.

Cole Albers found the
basket three times late in
the game, giving the Wild-
cats (12-7, 4-3 Midwest Ath-
letic Conference) seven of
his 21 points in the final

period. Ian Homan and
Noah Schwieterman each
put up five in the quarter.

Minster also dominated
the first quarter 20-12.

See Stop page 9

Fort defense
can’t stop ’Cats

Kelce
trying
to keep
focus on
football

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Parker Nichols, a senior at Jay County High School shoots a layup after being fouled by
Heritage's Landon Lybarger on Friday night. The shot didn’t fall, but Nichols made both free throws
to take a one-point lead. JCHS ended up losing to Heritage 67-64 in overtime.

Just short
Jay County falls to Heritage in OT

Minster’s
21-point 4th
keeps Tribe

winless
in MAC


