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Winifred Marchal, 83,
Celina, Ohio

Mary Link, 69, Bryant
James Gilbert, 69, Port-

land
Carolyn Obringer, 88, Fort

Recovery
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  43 degrees on
Super Bowl Sunday. The low
was 27.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
a low in the mid 20s. Expect
mostly sunny skies Wednes-
day with a high in the mid
40s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County High School’s Patri-
ot Edition show choir finished sec-
ond in mixed division – tier II Sat-
urday at the Caroll Classic 2024. 

The JCHS co-ed group trailed
only Knight Moves of  Norwell,
which also won awards for best
vocals, choreography, bass soloist
and treble soloist.

Just Treble of  Jay County was
third in the treble division behind

Center Grove’s Debtones and Nor-
well’s Knight Stars.

On Feb. 3, the JCHS winter
guard placed fifth in Regional A
Class at the Indiana High School
Color Guard Association contest
at Anderson. The group’s 56.62
points put it behind Craw-
fordsville (59.82), Northwestern
(58.4), Anderson (57.7) and
Mitchell (57.3).

Deaths Weather In review
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Two-time champion
Jay County High School senior Tony Wood holds up two fingers while the referee raises his arm in victory after he

beat Eastside’s 12th-ranked Linkin Carter 5-0 in the 138-pound semi-state championship match Saturday at Allen County
War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne. Wood, who is now undefeated at 44-0 and ranked fourth in the state, repeated as
the semi-state champ. He and classmate Cody Rowles earned berths in the state tournament, which will be held Friday and
Saturday at the Ford Center in Evansville. For more on the semi-state, see page 8.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The newest addition to
the list of  solar farms
under development in Jay
County is gaining traction.

Jay County Commission-
ers approved economic
development, road use and
decommissioning agree-
ments with Hodson Energy
during a meeting Monday.

The company is planning
New Jay Solar, 220-acre
solar facility in Richland
Township east of  Dunkirk.
Jay County Council
approved a 10-year tax
abatement with Hodson
Energy in January. Per the
agreement, the company
will have 100% of  property
taxes abated over the
entirety of  the 10-year peri-
od, saving Hodson Energy
$4.4 million in property
taxes. 

As negotiated, the com-
pany will provide $2.516
million in economic devel-
opment funds to Jay Coun-
ty over four years — about
$629,000 annually estimated
to start in 2028.

County attorney Wes
Schemenaur explained
Hodson Energy’s develop-
ment plan still needs to be
reviewed by Jay County
Plan Commission, which is
waiting on a few appoint-
ments from Jay County
Council and Portland. Once
new members are assigned
to the commission, it will
need to meet for its first
(organizational) meeting
prior to discussion about
the solar farm. Jay County
Plan Commission will need
to find Hodson Energy com-
pliant with the current
solar ordinance and
approve its plan in order for
the project to advance. 

See Solar page 2

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana doesn’t have enough
nurses to meet growing demands,
with thousands of  openings
across the health care industry.
By the end of  the decade an esti-
mated one-in-four Hoosiers will
be retirement age or older, a popu-
lation that has more health needs
and more complicated care. 

Estimates predict that Indiana
would need an additional 5,000
nurses by 2031, equal to graduat-
ing an additional 1,300 nurses

each year until that time, accord-
ing to the Indiana Hospital Asso-
ciation. 

A nationwide nursing shortage
has spurred states to take action,
with some investing $125 million
to lure students to the profes-
sion and other states providing a
living allowance alongside child
care benefits.

In Indiana, those types of  add-
ons are still in the hands of
employers and legislator atten-
tion remains fixed on widening
the pipeline of  students and
adding licensing flexibilities. 

Building upon the passage of  a
2022 nursing bill, House Bill
1259 seeks to continue expanding
the nursing workforce by address-
ing foreign-educated nursing
licensure requirements and on-
the-ground training. 

“We changed policy a couple of
years ago … and then we found
that these bottlenecks still exist-
ed,” said Rep. Brad Barrett, the
author. “I think it’s great, legisla-
tively, to put something in place,
watch it in action, identify a cou-
ple of  bottlenecks and then
address those. (House Bill 1259)

was just following up on this real
intent to increase the nursing
workforce.”

While most of  the bill received
glowing support in testimony, one
issue was a bit of  a sticking point
for nurses working in clinical set-
tings: language striking mini-
mums for preceptors, or licensed
nurses supervising students dur-
ing rotation. Previously, precep-
tors needed 18 months of  experi-
ence before they could be drafted
to teach and mentor the next gen-
eration. 

See Shortage page 2

State has a nursing shortage

By MICHAEL HEATH,
ETHAN BRONNER
and FADWA HODALI
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Israel launched more
airstrikes on Rafah early
Monday morning and freed
two hostages, as interna-
tional condemnation grows
over a potential ground
attack on the southern
Gaza city, where more than
one million people have
sought refuge from the war
against Hamas.

The hostages were freed
overnight during a special-
forces mission in Rafah.
The men, both Israeli, have
been transferred to Israel
and are in good medical
condition, the military
said.

Israel launched “a series
of  strikes” on the Shaboura
district of  Rafah, the mili-
tary said. Dozens of  people
have died so far, Palestinian
media reported, citing
health officials in Gaza.

The strikes came after
U.S. President Joe Biden
urged Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu to
do more to shield civilians.
Israel, Biden said,
shouldn’t push into Rafah
without a “credible and
executable plan” for their
safety and support.

Netanyahu spoke to
Biden on Sunday and said
Israel was working on a
plan to move civilians out
the area.

“Those who say that
under no circumstances
should we enter Rafah are
basically saying: ‘Lose the
war, keep Hamas there,’”
Netanyahu told American
news channel ABC. “We
are not going to let Hamas
emerge victorious.”

The U.S. as well as Euro-
pean and Arab states have

strongly criticized Israel
for preparing to move
ground forces into the
city, which sits near
Gaza’s border with Egypt.

Around half  of  Gaza’s
2.3 million people fled to
or near Rafah at the start
of  the war, when Israeli
forces concentrated on
northern areas including
Gaza City. More recently,
the army has mainly
focused on Khan Younis, a
city to the north of  Rafah.

Last week, Biden said
Israel’s offensive on Gaza
had been “over the top”
and that there were “a lot
of  innocent people who
are starving.”

“It’s got to stop,” he
said.

More strikes launched
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Staying focused
Brakella Sturgill of the Jay County Junior High School band

keeps her eyes on the director while playing the flute Sunday during the
Winter Pops Concert. The seventh and eighth graders performed
“Colliding Visions” and “Castles and Dragons.” They later returned to join
the high school band for a performance of “Crazy for Cartoons.”

Condemnation grows over
potential ground attack

Hodson
facility
planned
east of

Dunkirk

Pacts
OK’d
for new
solar
facility
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Mandy Theurer
July 18, 1988 - February 13, 2015

Sadly gone, but 
not forgotten.

In our 
hearts always.

Winifred Marchal
Winifred Marchal, 83, Celina,

Ohio, a former Salamonia resi-
dent, died Thursday at Celina
Manor.

Arrangements are pending at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland

Mary Link
March 22, 1954-Feb. 11, 2024
Mary A. Link, 69, of  Bryant,

Indiana, passed away peaceful-
ly at her home on Sunday, Feb.
11, 2024. 

She was born on March 22,
1954, in Coldwater, Ohio, to the
late Joseph and Eva (Borger)
Weitzel. 

Mary is survived by her hus-

band, James Link, whom she
married on July 1, 1995; her
children, Linus (Tina)
Brunswick of  Coldwater, Bren-
da (Don) Wendel of  Fort Recov-
ery, and Keith "Homer" (Melis-
sa) Brunswick of  Portland; her
stepchildren, Lori Link of  Mar-
ion, Indiana, Jennifer (Troy)
Emery of  Bryant, Cindy
(Chris) Ulrich of  Lillian, Ala-
bama, and Jimmy (Sarah) Link
of  Portland; her 20 grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchil-
dren; her siblings, Ken Weitzel
of  Celina, Ohio, Marilyn
(Jerry) Vogel of  Fort Recovery,
Ron Weitzel of  Fort Recovery,
Jim (Linda) Weitzel of  Fort
Recovery, and Barb (Steve)
Schlarman of  St. Henry, Ohio;

and numerous nieces and
nephews. 

In addition to her parents,
Mary was preceded in death by
her first husband, James
Brunswick; and her sister, Patri-
cia Heitkamp. 

Mary was a 1972 graduate of
Fort Recovery High School. She
spent her life as a homemaker,
raising her beloved family. She
was a member of  Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in
Portland. In her free time, Mary
enjoyed playing cards, going to
the casino and gambling, play-
ing scratch-off  tickets and mow-
ing the yard. Being a mother
and raising a beautiful family
was one of  Mary's proudest
accomplishments. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial
will be held at 10 a.m. on Friday,
Feb. 16, 2024, at Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church in
Portland. Burial will follow in
St. Henry Catholic Cemetery. 

Guests may visit with Mary's
family on Thursday, Feb. 15,
2024, from 3 to 8 p.m. and again
on Friday from 8:30 to 9 a.m. at
Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, Fort Recovery. 

Memorial contributions may
be given to Heart to Heart Hos-
pice, 2701 W. Jackson St.,
Muncie, IN 47303.

Condolences may be shared
with the family by visiting
brockmanboeckmanfh.com. 

James “Bimbo” Gilbert, Portland,

Oct. 8, 1954-Feb. 6, 2024. Servic-
es will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

Carolyn Ann Obringer, Fort
Recovery, Feb. 11, 1935-Feb. 10,
2024. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 10:30 a.m. Thursday
at St. Peter Catholic Church.

••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Wednesday
Gilbert, James: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Thursday
Obringer, Carolyn: 10:30

a.m., St. Peter Catholic Church,
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery.

Friday
Link, Mary: 10 a.m, Immacu-

late Conception Catholic
Church, 506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land.

March 2
Meier, Nancy: 4:30 p.m.,

Kuhn’s Den, 442 E. Line St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Heitkamp
on horn

Seventh grader Gavin
Heitkamp plays the French horn
on Sunday during the Fort
Recovery Local Schools band
concert.

Special to The Commercial Review/Kim Wendel

Continued from page 1
Answering a question from com-

missioners president Chad Aker,
Schemenaur said commissioners
did not have to wait for plan com-
mission’s decision to move forward
with the three agreements.

Commissioner Brian McGalliard
noted Hodson Energy marks the
fourth solar farm planned for Jay
County in coming years. (Other
facilities on the horizon are Sky-
crest Solar from Invenergy, Rose
Gold Solar from Leeward Renewable
Energy and Sun Chief  Solar from
Scout Clean Energy.) He pointed out
slow progress with the other farms,
which have not yet started construc-
tion.

“How many (are) going to be
enough?” he asked.

Schemenaur noted the county
could impose a moratorium if  it
desires, postponing future solar
farm development plans until the
current projects are complete.
McGalliard and commissioner Rex
Journay both voiced support — they
took no formal action Monday — on
looking into a moratorium.

“That’s my main concern, is we
don’t (have) a single one built and
operating yet,” said McGalliard.

“I think you’re correct. I think it’s
something that we need to consider
until we get, as you said, until we get
something built,” added Journay.

In related news, local resident
Stan Pitman noted his son’s proper-
ty is located in the middle of  the
land set out for Hodson Energy’s
solar farm. He explained their home

will be bordered on three sides by
the farm and said they had learned
about the project from coverage in
The Commercial Review. He asked
why they hadn’t yet been notified by
the county or company about the
development.

Schemenaur explained a public
hearing was hosted prior to coun-
cil’s approval of  the tax abatement
in January, as required by law. (Pub-
lic notice about the meeting was also
advertised in the newspaper.) Resi-
dents or property owners living in
the area should be notified by mail
of  the project prior to Jay County
Plan Commission’s public hearing
on the matter, he added.

••••••••
For more commissioners news, see

Wednesday’s newspaper.

Solar ...

Continued from page 1
The new law has no min-

imum requirement. 
Rep. Cindy Ledbetter, a

nurse practitioner with a
doctorate, cautioned
against the move, saying
unprepared nurses would
be given to students to
address a shortage.

“My concern is you have
a brand new nurse and the
hospital requires them to
precept and they’re not
ready to translate what
they’ve learned in the
classroom themselves into
a real-world scenario,” said
Ledbetter, R-Newburgh.
“(I’m concerned) that we’re
going to … lose more nurs-
es on the other end.”

Barrett said that it was
in hospitals’ and other
employers’ best interest to
identify and assign good
preceptors, not just anyone
with 18 months of  experi-
ence.

“Does period of  time
served automatically quali-
fy you to be a good precep-
tor? I think quite the con-
trary; I think preceptors
should be chosen by merit
and not by time,” said Bar-
rett, R-Richmond. “I think
it opens up the field … you

could be in any profession
for five years and not be a
good preceptor. You can be
in the game for six months
and be a wonderful precep-
tor.”

“This is a may provision
that gives the hospitals the
ability to pick the right per-
son for the right situation,”
he continued. 

On the other hand,
foreign-born nurses help
ease the shortages for some
health care providers but
recruitment can be lengthy
and expensive, especially
under a federal visa regres-
sion that delays processing
and limits applications.

State barriers include
requiring an English profi-
ciency exam — even when
an interview and clinical
examination determine
fluency — and using
CGFNS International, Inc.
as the sole entity to review
visas when other states
rely on multiple credential-
ing organizations.

The language on foreign-
educated nurses has
already been approved by
the Senate in a
separate omnibus health
care bill. 

Matilde S. Upano, a reg-

istered nurse and president
of  the Philippine Nurses
Association of  Indiana,
said CGFNS reported that
60.8% of  their nearly 27,000
visa screenings are Fil-
ipino. She testified in sup-
port of  both the Senate and
House bills addressing for-
eign-educated nurses.  

“We really need to
streamline the licensure
requirements for foreign-
educated nurses. Right
now, we have a critical
shortage,” Upano said in
the Senate. “We have to
compete with 50 other
states to recruit nurses to
Indiana. If  we have them
come in sooner, then we
would be in a better posi-
tion to ease the shortage
and have qualified nurses
who will deliver safe (care)
to our Hoosiers.”

••••••••••
This story was edited for

length. To read the full ver-
sion, visit indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Shortage ...

Dan’s
All-You-Can-Eat 

Fish &Tenderloin Dinner

Dine-In
Drive-thru
Carryout 

Sat. Feb. 17
th 

4:00 - 7:00
At the Bryant

Community Center

$14 per meal 
Dessert $2.00

Today
10 a.m. — Jay County

Jail Building Corpora-
tion, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council execu-

tive session, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park
cabin, 50 S. Mooney St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Board of  Zoning
Appeals, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.34
March corn .............4.32
Wheat ......................4.70

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.35
March corn ..............4.37
April corn ...............4.39

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.24
March corn ..............4.24
Beans ......................11.80

March beans ..........11.80
Wheat ...................... 5.60

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.17
March corn ..............4.19
Beans ......................11.81
March beans ..........11.84
Wheat ......................5.59

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.32
March corn ..............4.40
Beans ......................11.60
March beans ..........11.11
Wheat ......................5.30

In 1689, William and
Mary became king and
queen of  England, rul-
ing as William III and
Mary II. Their rule
came after the Glorious
Revolution, 

In 1861, American
Lincoln was named as
the next United States
president in Washing-
ton, D.C.

In 1914, the Ameri-
can Society of  Com-
posers, Authors and
Publishers formed in
New York city. It started
to protect the rights of
the works of  its mem-
bers, such as com-

posers, songwriters,
lyricists and music pub-
lishers.

In 1935, Bruno
Hauptmann was con-
victed for abducting
and killing the 20-
month-old son of  avia-
tor Charles and Anne
Morrow Lindbergh. He
was sentenced to death
for the act, which was
later termed as “The
Crime of  the Century.”

In 2000, the last
“Peanuts” comic strip
was published hours
before the death of  its
creator, Charles Schulz. 

— The CR

CR almanac

44/34 44/26 36/24 33/21 38/28
Mostly

sunny on
Wednesday,
with a slight
chance of rain
at night.

Sunny
skies are on
the horizon
for Sunday,
when the
high will be
38 degrees.

Another
low chance of
snow on Sat-
urday. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy, with a
high of 33.

There’s a
70% chance of
rain on Thurs-
day morning.
The low at
night may hit
the mid to
upper 20s.

There’s a
20% chance of
snow or rain on
Friday, when
the high will be
around 36
degrees.

Wednesday
2/14

Thursday
2/15

Friday
2/16

Saturday
2/17

Sunday
2/18

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$270 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$425 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-6-1
Daily Four: 2-8-8-7
Evening
Daily Three: 9-4-0
Daily Four: 4-3-0-3
Quick Draw: 5-8-16-20-

23-24-25-30-36-44-47-53-64-

67-70-71-73-75-79-80
Cash 5: 2-10-27-41-45
Estimated jackpot:

$472,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-4-0
Pick 4: 6-8-7-9
Pick 5: 6-9-4-6-2
Evening
Pick 3: 5-4-0
Pick 4: 1-5-4-5
Pick 5: 1-0-2-3-9
Rolling Cash 5: 9-26-30-

36-37
Estimated jackpot:

$279,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.

High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for

Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 5:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of  each month
in the boardroom at Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or

Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

STITCH AND CHAT-
TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center. Show and
teal is at 1 p.m. The club is
open to all ages and is for
anyone who wants to sew.
Bring unfinished projects
and a sewing machine. For
more information, call
Nan Weesner (260) 766-
9334.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Community Calendar
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku an opportunity
to advertise

your business

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,
NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.

Mark your calendar NOW.

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

People’s Choice
Wednesday, Feb. 21 - UNIV*

Spring home
improvement

Wednesday, March 13 - UNIV*

FRHS spring sports
Friday, March 22 - CR*

DEADLINES
ARE

ONE WEEK PRIOR

ads@thecr.com • 260-726-8141

Editor's note: James
Fulks will be one of  a rota-
tion of  columnists who
will fill this space follow-
ing the retirement of
Diana Dolecki. James has
been a regular letter to the
editor writer over the
years and submitted a
sample column following
our call out last month. He
will be joined in the rota-
tion by former sports edi-
tor Chris Schanz and oth-
ers over the next several
weeks.
By JAMES D. FULKS III
The Commercial Review

Please allow me to for-
mally introduce myself.

Although some of  you
have probably noticed my
occasional letters to the
editor over the last sever-
al years, you may not be
familiar with who I am.

I was born in Winches-
ter and raised in the tiny

little burgh of  New Pits-
burg on the Jay/Randolph
county line. The parents
who adopted me, when I
was 0.8 months old,
owned property on both
sides of  the county line,
however the houses they
owned were all actually in
the thriving metropolis of
actual New Pitsburg,
which placed them in
Randolph County.

Adoption records were
sealed in those days, so
interestingly I'm one of
those oddities who have
never met, and have no

knowledge of, my
birth/biological family.

In those days, New Pits-
burg had, to a little boy, a
truly magical little gener-
al store and grocery.

The little store had one
gas pump out on the front
porch, a glass-front meat
and deli cheese case, and a
glass-front cooler with the
old glass bottles of  Choc-
O-La.

The one you had to
shake up vigorously
before opening, because
the chocolate was all set-
tled in the bottom of  the
bottle when you picked
them up.

I really loved that small-
town store and the warm,
loving lady we called
Laury-Alice who would
give me slices of  Long-
horn colby cheese and
Eckrich pickle loaf  and
Marhoffer bologna right

off  of  the stainless steel
slicer on the deli case.

Back then, Jay and Ran-
dolph counties had dozens
of  such little grocery and
general stores scattered all
over. Today, as I write this,
Jay County has literally
not one true, stand-alone,
real, actual grocery store.

Progress?
Hmmm?
But that's a subject for a

future submission.
After Dad passed away,

Mom sold the houses and
acreage in and around
New Pitsburg and eventu-
ally purchased the place
that I still call home here
in Jay County.

When we moved here, we
had a Dunkirk address, a
Redkey telephone landline
that was also a six party —
"party line" meaning we
had no private telephone
line and it was common to

pick up the phone to place
a call and hear other folks'
very private conversations,
which today would be
unthinkable.

I graduated from the still
relatively new consolidat-
ed Jay County High School
after attending Redkey ele-
mentary and West Jay jun-
ior high school, which at
the time I went was still
being housed in the former
Dunkirk High School
building.

I departed for active duty
in the United States Navy
soon after graduation and
served as a tower and
radar FAA-licensed air
traffic controller aboard
the USS Kitty Hawk (CV-
63).

After my honorable dis-
charge from U.S. Navy
active duty, I eventually
returned home to rural Jay
County.

Today, if  you've attend-
ed any of  Redkey's annual
Memorial Day ceremonies
over the last 34-plus years,
no doubt you have heard
me speak. Or maybe we
have crossed paths at one
of  the many military
honor guard graveside
burial details I have
served alongside fellow
veterans with over the
years.

I will continue to serve
in this capacity for as long
as I am physically able.

Moving forward, I trust
I can pique your interest
with what I submit to
these columns.

I'll see you in the papers,
for the select few of  us
who actually still like to
read a physical newspaper.

It is my sincere hope
that The Fourth Estate
will not pass into history
in my lifetime.

DEAR ABBY: My sister-in-law
on my wife’s side stayed a week
and a half  with us in Florida. I
love her, and we had a lovely visit.
She has stayed with us before,
alone and with my brother-in-law.
We welcome them with open
arms. Family means a lot to us. 

Now to the problem: After she
left, I found an envelope with a
thank-you card and $200 in it. I
feel insulted, as they are always
welcome here. We are not a B&B. 

We have a nice home, but my
wife was complaining about
money issues in front of  our com-
pany. We are going through a
rough patch, but we are not broke
or destitute. Compared to us, my
in-laws are wealthy. 

My ego is bruised. We are bet-
ter off  than most people and are
blessed with all we do have. I
want to send the money back
with a gracious thank-you note,
but my wife says no. I am angry
with her as well. Was she out of
line for not keeping our money

situation private? — FUMING IN
FLORIDA

DEAR FUMING: Please
don’t be angry about the gift,
which was given with love.
Write the sister-in-law a gra-
cious thank-you note, keep the
money and tell her she doesn’t
need to give you more because
your situation isn’t dire. I
don’t think your wife was out
of  line — I think she was sim-
ply chatting with her sister
when she made the remark. 

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I recently cele-

brated my sixth anniversary of
sobriety. I keep having the same

issue time and time again, and
I’m not sure how to deal with it. 

If  I’m invited to dinner with a
friend or a group, when the bill
comes, someone usually suggests
splitting it evenly. My issue is that
my water and my salad come out
to an average of  $30, including
the tip. Meanwhile, other mem-
bers of  the group order several
alcoholic beverages, which in Los
Angeles aren’t cheap. 

What’s a polite way of  express-
ing that I would like to pay only
my portion of  the bill? I don’t
want to seem cheap, but fair is
fair. — SOBER AND SMART IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR SOBER AND SMART:
I agree that fair is fair. That’s
why, the next time you go to a
restaurant with friends, you
should ask your server IN
ADVANCE for a separate
check. If  your companions ask
why, explain the obvious —
that you are a teetotaler and
prefer not to pay for alcoholic

beverages you haven’t con-
sumed.

••••••••••
DEAR READERS: On Dec. 6, I

published a letter from “Lost in
Louisiana,” whose daughter’s
fiance canceled their wedding
three days prior to the event
“because she’s bisexual.” The
parent was worried about her
daughter’s new choices in female
partners and upset that she had
lied, and requested her daughter
not bring these women around.
After responding to the letter, I
heard from members of  the
LGBTQ+ community — in partic-
ular, bisexual people — saying I
“could have done better” with my
response.

I have since learned that the
bisexual community is the
largest segment of  the LGBTQ+
community, the least visible and
the most misunderstood. This
has contributed to perpetuating
the myth that bisexuality is a
halfway point between straight

and gay, a “stepping-stone” to peo-
ple coming out as lesbian or gay,
or an identity people claim in
order to deny being lesbian or
gay. NOT TRUE. Being bisexual
simply means that the person has
the capacity to be attracted to peo-
ple of  different genders. And
because one is bisexual does not
mean they cannot be monoga-
mous.

I regret that I didn’t point out to
the parents that their unsupport-
ive response may be a reason
their daughter had not come out
to them as bisexual earlier. Fur-
ther, I could have suggested that
to become a safe, loving and
affirming presence for their
daughter, they educate them-
selves about bisexuality. If  they
do, their daughter may be more
open to hearing their concerns
about her choices in partners,
which is less about the gender of
those partners and more about
their treatment of  their daughter.
— LOVE, ABBY

Dear
Abby

Fulksy
Mayhem

Area native, military man launches column

Cash gift from in-laws wounds man’s pride
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Editor’s note: While this editori-
al originated from another Port-
land, the residents of  any city or
town with any name can benefit
from its message.
Bangor Daily News (Maine)
Tribune News Service

This will be the first Valen-
tine’s Day in decades without the
Valentine bandit, the long-
unknown person who plastered
red hearts around Portland,
Maine.

Kevin Fahrman was revealed
by his family as the bandit last
year after he died in April. He had
hung hearts in the Portland area
for Valentine’s Day since 1979.

“For decades, this mysterious
figure warmed the hearts of  the
city by placing hundreds of  red
paper hearts on storefronts and

notable landmarks, and huge
banners in unexpected places,”
his family said in an obituary.
“Kevin’s simple yet powerful ges-
ture brought joy and love to the
community, reminding us all to
cherish our loved ones and treas-
ure the place we call home.”

Even without Fahrman, it is
likely the tradition of  festooning
places in Portland with red
hearts on Feb. 14 will continue.
Members of  his family will gath-

er at a Portland brewery
on Valentine’s Day to talk about
continuing Fahrman’s bandit tra-
dition as well as his larger phil-
anthropic work, according to a
press release.

As much as the red hearts and
banners spread joy, it is
Fahrman’s larger message of  joy
and love that we all need to carry
on, on Valentine’s Day and every
day. Around Portland and the rest
of  Maine.

We can do that by simply being
kind to one another. As Fahrman
showed, we should do this not for
recognition, but because it makes
our state and the world a better
place.

“As we move forward, we must
honor his memory by emulating
his generosity of  spirit, his self-

lessness, and his unwavering sup-
port for others,” his family said in
his obituary. “We strive to carry
the light he brought into our
lives, allowing his spirit to guide
us in our quest to be better peo-
ple.”

Being better people doesn’t
have to involve unfurling banners
on old forts or buildings. It can be
a kind word or gesture. It can be
giving your time or money to a
local charity. It can be shoveling a
walkway or bringing a hot meal
to a neighbor who is alone. It can
be mentoring a child who lacks a
role model.

Whatever you choose to do,
know that a simple gesture of
goodwill can make a difference.

Fahrman’s family wrote about
striving to carry the light he

shared with others. We are
reminded that this continues to
be a job for all of  us. So we go
back to something we wrote last
year when we learned of  his iden-
tity and his sudden death.

“We all have a role to play in
carrying this light, not just
on Valentine’s Day and not just
with heart signs and banners, but
in how we treat each other on a
daily basis,” we wrote in an April
24 editorial. “Kevin Fahrman has
given us a message that tran-
scends his medium. It now falls to
the rest of  us — beyond those
who will hopefully continue fill-
ing Portland with literal hearts
on Valentine’s Day — to keep this
tradition going throughout the
year, simply but importantly, by
being kind to one another.”

Be kind to honor Valentine bandit

By KIA HAMADANCHY
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

In the United States, a
political leader’s disagree-
ment with the views of  a
protest movement does not
give the government
license to investigate those
protesters. Rep. Nancy
Pelosi ought to know that.

Nevertheless, she recent-
ly went on CNN and, with-
out citing any evidence,
accused protesters advocat-
ing for a cease-fire in Gaza
of  having ties to Russia and
called on the Federal
Bureau of  Investigation to
research the financing
behind these protests.
When outrage over that
proposed abuse of  power
erupted a few days later,
she doubled down.

It is precisely this kind of
danger that requires care-
ful limitation of  surveil-
lance tools such as Section
702 of  the Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Act, a
law aimed at foreigners
abroad but commonly mis-
used to spy on Americans.
That provision of  FISA will
expire in April unless
renewed by Congress. Law-
makers should not reautho-
rize it without fundamental
reform.

Two other California rep-
resentatives, Tom McClin-
tock and Sara Jacobs, have
advocated reforming Sec-
tion 702 to protect Ameri-
cans’ privacy. The House
Judiciary Committee
passed legislation last year
to do that: The Protect Lib-
erty and End Warrantless
Surveillance Act would
require the government to
present evidence of  wrong-
doing and obtain a war-
rant before searching the
communications of  Ameri-
cans, such as those protest-
ing for a cease-fire.

Pelosi, the former speak-
er of  the House, was part of
the inner circle privy to
surveillance findings
(the“Gang of  Eight” )
longer than anyone else
currently in Congress, so
she knows the expansive
tools the national security
apparatus can use to inves-
tigate and surveil protest-
ers. She also knows how
those tools can be abused.

There is a long history of
the FBI using “foreign
influence” as an excuse to
conduct illegal surveillance
on Americans. The bureau
surveilled Martin Luther
King Jr. and other civil
rights leaders, claiming
they might be under the
influence of  foreign com-
munists. After 9/11, the
FBI repeatedly profiled, sur
veilled and disproportion-
ately prosecuted Muslim
Americans, often under a
pretext of  affiliation with
foreign adversaries. That
shameful legacy would con-
tinue if  Gaza war protest-

ers were subjected to base-
less surveillance.

While Section 702
requires that surveillance
is targeted at foreigners
overseas, in practice large
quantities of  the communi-
cations that Americans
exchange with people
abroad are also swept up
and stored for future inves-
tigations. If  the FBI opened
an investigation into cease-
fire demonstrators, agents
would almost certainly use
the Section 702 database to
find and search the commu-
nications of  protesters.
Vague and unfounded
claims of  foreign influence
or foreign intelligence gath-
ering can lead to a flood of
unlawful searches.

The FBI can conduct
searches of  this database
without having to demon-
strate probable cause, as
the 4th Amendment would
otherwise require. In most
cases, an FBI analyst can
search for and review an
American’s private com-
munications without the
need to seek any further
approval.

Just last year, govern-
ment documents revealed
that the FBI misused Sec-
tion 702 to unlawfully query
the communications of  133
Black Lives Matter protest-
ers, part of  a baseless inves-
tigation to determine
whether they were subject
to foreign influence.

According to a report
from the Privacy and Civil
Liberties Oversight Board,
from November 2020 to
December 2021, “non-com-
pliant queries related to
civil unrest numbered in
the tens of  thousands.”
Past searches also include
two “Middle Eastern” men
who were loading boxes of
cleaning supplies into a
vehicle and a state court
judge who had complained
to the FBI about civil rights
violations.

Section 702 has been
abused under presidents
from both parties, and it
has been used to unlawfully
query the communications
of  individuals and groups
across the political spec-
trum. That’s why, with
trust in our leaders and
institutions rapidly declin-
ing, lawmakers should be
strengthening civil liber-
ties protections against
abuses of  power, not advo-
cating for more of  them.

••••••••••
Hamadanchy is a senior

policy counsel at the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

We must rein in
warrantless spying

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana legislators have been toy-
ing with a significant state tax over-
haul for more than a year, even
assigning a task force to review the
options and present ideas for the 2025
session.

GOP leaders have an eye specifical-
ly on possibly eliminating the indi-
vidual income tax. But Hoosiers
want them to focus on property taxes,
and property taxes are the most com-
plicated of  the tax structures to
adjust.

Senate Republicans have begun
releasing the results from their con-
stituent surveys and property taxes
are the clear favorite to cut. Twenty-
seven surveys have been posted. Of
those, 19 asked this question:

“Lawmakers are working on a long-
term plan to improve Indiana’s tax
system in the coming years.
Which one of  these taxes would you
most like to see Indiana reduce/elim-
inate in the future?”

The choices were gas, income,
property and sales taxes.

In 18 of  those 19 surveys, property
taxes were the clear leader. The last
was a tie between property and
income taxes.

For instance, 48% of  Sen. Sue
Glick’s constituents said property
taxes need to be addressed. Similarly,
for Sen. Jeff  Raatz at 41%. And again,
and again.

The problem is that property taxes
are not an easy, clean cut.

Indiana has been running ahead of
tax revenue projections for a few
years now, amassing billions in
reserves and even sending rebate
checks to taxpayers for collecting too
much.

Those collections are largely made
up by individual income taxes, sales
taxes and corporate taxes. And they
would be the easiest to cut in terms of

logistics. (That doesn’t include the
discussion of  how to replace at least
some of  the revenue to ensure state
priorities are properly funded.)

But property taxes go to local units
of  government. They bring the fire-
fighters to your house when there is a
fire. They fix potholes. They trans-
port your child to school. They pay for
4th of  July parades and community
events. They provide a library for
your kids to read or those without
Internet to apply for jobs. They plow
the snow.

Cutting property taxes means
either reducing local services or find-
ing another way to fund them.

Years ago, the state paid property
tax replacement credits to local gov-
ernments to artificially reduce prop-
erty tax bills. Those were eliminated
when the state took over some large
local levies and adopted property tax
caps. Your property tax bill generally
can’t go above 1% of  your assessed
value for homesteads, 2% for other
residential properties and farmland,
and 3% for commercial properties. I
say “generally” because some refer-
endums are on top of  the caps.

I highly doubt legislators want to
use state revenue to get back in the
property tax replacement credit
game. In 2007, before property tax
reform, the state was shelling out $2
billion annually in these credits to
local units of  government. And it
grew every year.

At a September meeting of  the
Interim State and Local Tax Review
Task Force, former Sen. Luke Kenley

told lawmakers they should pivot to
focusing on property tax affordability,
noting the 2008 reform he helped lead
is starting to leak.

He reminded the group that proper-
ty taxes, in contrast to income taxes,
consider value but not necessarily
owners’ ability to pay.

Property tax expert Larry DeBoer,
a Purdue University professor, said
“It’s hard to do much without funding
the lost revenue or radically reducing
the size of  local government.”

But lawmakers are at least think-
ing about how to help homeowners.
Sen. Ryan Mishler – who chairs the
Senate Appropriations Committee –
heard an interesting bill this year
that would exempt homesteads from
paying property taxes, aside from
those approved via a referendum. It
was just an informational hearing
but could be part of  the 2025 discus-
sion.

Senate Bill 285 would use $1 billion
in state revenue that would be freed
up after Indiana’s pensions are fully
funded in 2032. The proposal, though,
would leave local governments and
schools in a lurch — with no replace-
ment for the remaining $4.1 billion.

That would, of  course, decimate
services. But there could be a middle
ground somewhere in the idea —
maybe covering 30% of  the home-
stead costs.

Homeowners especially are strug-
gling with several straight years of
increased assessed value and
increased property tax bills. The
biggest lift is reforming property
taxes — but unfortunately for law-
makers, that’s what their con-
stituents want.

••••••••••
Kelly has covered the Indiana State-

house since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Tax relief is hard to give
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

IU Health will hold an open
house for its new cardiopul-
monary rehabilitation center
from2 to 4 p.m. Thursday.

The open house will include
a look at the new facility, infor-
mation about its services and
free blood pressure checks.

Those planning to attend
should use entrance B and take
the elevator to the second floor.

Hosting dinner
The Waters of  Dunkirk will

host a Chill & Chili event from
1 to 3 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21.

The rehabilitation and
skilled nursing center, former-
ly known as Miller’s Merry
Manor, is inviting the public
for chili and/or chili dogs as
well as a tour of  the facility
and an opportunity to meet
new staff. The facility is locat-
ed at 11563 W. 300 South,
Dunkirk.

Cutting the ribbon
Jay County Chamber of

Commerce will host a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at noon Fri-
day, Feb. 16, for Toddlertown
Early Learning Center.

The facility is located at 1505
N. Wayne St., Portland.

Also, the first LIFT Jay meet-
ing of  2024 is scheduled for
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27.
Cindy Cash will present “Love
2 Learn: How to Make Face-to-
Face Meetings Interactive.”
Cost for the event, which
includes the meal and pro-
gram, is $18 for chamber mem-
bers and $23 for non-members.

To register, visit jaycounty-
chamber.com.

The chamber is also prepar-
ing for the next radio spotlight
day with WPGW Radio on
Thursday, March 7. Those inter-
ested in participating can pick
up a sign-up form at the cham-
ber office, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland. The deadline to sign
up to participate is March 1.

Exams offered
Meridian Health Services

will offer free dental exams
Monday, Feb. 19.

The free exams will be avail-
able for children ages 1 through
14 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. They
will include polishing, cleaning
and a fluoride application.

They will be available at
Meridian Dental locations,
including:

•406 W. Votaw St., Portland
•110 N. Tillotson Ave., Muncie
•911 N. Western Ave., Marion
To schedule an appointment,

call (866) 306-2647.

Programs recognized
Ball State University

announced last week that seven
of  its online degree programs
have been recognized as among
the top 30 in the nation by U.S.

News & World Report.
The highest ranking for a

BSU online program was ninth
for its master’s in special edu-
cation. It was also 12th for mas-
ter’s in curriculum and educa-
tional technology, 22nd for its
master’s of  business adminis-
tration, 27th for both its bache-
lor’s in applied behavior analy-
sis and master’s in information
and communication sciences,
28th for its master’s in nursing
and 30th for its master’s
degrees in education pro-
grams.

Grants available
CenterPoint Energy Founda-

tion is accepting grant applica-
tions for its 2024 cycle.

The foundation awards
grants to organizations and
programs that support “com-
munity vitality and education.”
Priority is given to programs
serving low-to-moderate
income families and under-
resourced communities.

“As we reflect on the impact
of  the Foundation’s funding in
2023, we are filled with renewed
enthusiasm to continue build-
ing meaningful partnerships
with our community stakehold-
ers,” said Alicia Dixon, director
of  community relations at Cen-
terPoint. “Our focus remains
on investing in initiatives
which enhance lives today and
lay the groundwork for a better
tomorrow. We invite eligible
organizations to apply for a
grant during our first cycle of
funding for 2024.” 

For more information, visit
CenterPointEnergy.com/Foun-
dation. The application dead-
line is Feb. 16.

Symposium scheduled
Indiana Grown will host a

conference Tuesday, March 19,
at Hendricks County Fair-
grounds in Danville.

The marketing initiative
through the Indiana State
Department of  Agriculture will
offer seminars on topics includ-
ing social media, farm
finances, operator liabilities,
hiring and training employees,
succession planning, event
planning, zoning and insur-
ance, building relationships
with distributors and determin-
ing pricing. Registration is $45
and includes a continental
breakfast and lunch.

“This event is a great
resource to all those who are
interested in agriculture and
agritourism,” said Lt. Gov.
Suzanne Crouch in a press
release. “This symposium
offers a wide range of  informa-
tional sessions and networking
to everyone involved in agricul-
ture who might be looking to
become an agricultural desti-
nation.”

For more information, visit
indianagrown.com.

Chair selected.
Indiana Bankers Association

last week announced that Ben-
jamin J. Bochnowski has been
selected as its board chair for
2024.

Bochnowski serves as chair-
man and CEO of  Peoples Bank
in Munster. He also serves on
the board of  directors for the
Indiana Department of  Finan-
cial Institutions.

Other board officers this year
are vice chair Matthew W.
Howrey of  North Salem State
Bank, second vice chair David
M. Findlay of  Lake City Bank
in Warsaw, immediate past
chair Jamie R. Shinabarger of
Springs Valley Bank and Trust
in Jasper and president and
CEO Amber R. Van Til.

Hosting events
The Central Indiana Chapter

of  the American Society of
Safety Professionals and the
Indiana Chamber of  Commerce
will host the 2024 Indiana Safe-
ty and Health Conference Feb.
26, through 28.

Former Pittsburgh Steelers
quarterback and current NFL
analyst Terry Bradshaw will be
the featured speaker for the
conference. The event will also
include the Indiana Forklift
Rodeo, speakers, a 10-hour
course for general industry, an
innovation showcase and the
governor’s workplace safety
awards luncheon.

For more information, or to
register, call (800) 824-6885 or
email events@indianacham-
ber.com.

••••••••••
Does your business have news

to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included
in our weekly business roundup.

IU Health open house is Thursday
Business
roundup

Blessings drive
Blessings Photography, owned by Dawn

Alicea, recenlty held a food drive for the West
Walnut Street Church of Christ FeedingTeam.org
outdoor food pantry. The pantry is available 24
hours a day, seven days a week to anyone in
need and is located in the alley north of the
church at 204 W. Walnut St., Portland. Those
who want to donate can do so any time by
stopping by and adding non-perishable food
items or hygiene products to the box.

Photo provided
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/
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12 insertions. $1.52/
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26 insertions. $1.77/
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Online.......FREE
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No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191  

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
16th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Brad Rindler – 419-584-

6356
Cole Luthman – 937-

658-1380
Please call by Feb. 22 to

Assure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, February 13, 2024

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 

The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141



Continued from page 8
To start the second, Kieran

Tewari drilled a three, assisted by
Mason Moulton before a Westly
Bihn putback. After the 22-5 deficit,
Yorktown went on a 13-0 run to put
it up 30 points and never looked
back.

The Patriots scored 11 points in
the second and 13 in the fourth, but
gave up 21 and 16, respectively.

The Tigers got almost anything
they wanted offensively, from tran-
sition opportunities to open threes.
YHS won the turnover game 3-14,
helping it get plenty of  easy run-
nouts for layups. The Tigers also
shot the lights out from 3-point
range. They hit 45.5% of  their
threes (15-of-33).

Yorktown had three players reach
double digits.

Nate Tyler hit all five 3-point
shots he took to lead with 15.

Tyler Aul scored all 11 of  his

points in the fourth quarter off
threes and free throws.

Tewari had 14, putting him at 1,001
career points. He broke the century
mark early in the fourth quarter on a
three assisted by Jacob Grim.

“He’s been a really good decision
maker as our leading scorer,” Moul-
ton said. “I think he’s second on our
team in assists and always guards the
other team’s best player, but never
complains. He deserves it.

“He’s been starting since freshman
year and he’s a big part of  our pro-
gram. We’re proud of  him.”

Only two Patriots hit multiple
shots in the contest. To go with his
first-quarter three, Comer hit anoth-
er in the fourth. Gradin Swoveland
hit four shots and two free throws to
lead with 10 points (32.3% of  the total
JCHS score).

“When teams are physically push-
ing us and bumping us, we don’t react
to that well,” Bomholt said. “We’re

missing some ingredients. … I feel
like we don’t have a team right now.
We have 12 individuals. We’re not
functioning the way a team should
function.”

Junior varsity
Cole Forthofer had a career day, but

it wasn’t enough as the Patriots fell to
Yorktown 58-40.

The Jay County sophomore scored
72.5% of  the Patriots’ points, drop-
ping a career-high 29 on 13 baskets.

Forthofer started with only four
first-quarter points, but picked things
up as the game went on, scoring 13 in
the fourth, including a 3-pointer.

Yorktown’s Noah Long countered
with 21 points, including seven in the
fourth. Long had help from Mason
Trammell, who’s six triples added 18
for the Tigers.

Only two other players scored for
Jay County (12-5). Eli Dirksen put up
nine points and Sean Bailey had two.

The Commercial Review
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 Sports Page 7

PUBLIC AUCTION
FRIDAY February 16TH,

2024
TIME 4:30 P.M.

LOCATED: 4023 S 800
W, 

Redkey IN
296 ACRES - 10,000
HEAD HOG CONFINE-

MENT
296 Acres offered in

tracts and combinations.
Tract 1: 116 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 74.83 acres tillable
balance being confine-
ment buildings, shop
buildings, house, and

wooded. 
Tract 2: 120 Acres in
section 7 Jefferson

Township, Jay County
with 90 acres tillable bal-

ance
being wooded and road

frontage.
Tract 3: 31 Acres in sec-
tion 8 Jefferson Town-
ship, Jay County with
30.4 acres tillable bal-

ance

being road frontage.
Tract 4: 27.5 Acres in
section 11 Richland

Township, Jay County all
tillable.

Note:  For private show-
ing phone auctioneers.
COURT ORDERED

AUCTION
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF PEN-
NVILLE IS looking for a
Water and Wastewater
Operator. The Water and
Wastewater Operator is
responsible for operating
the Town’s Water and
Wastewater divisions, in
accordance with all fed-
eral, state, and local reg-
ulation and require-
ments. The operator is
responsible for supervis-
ing contract labor. Please
contact Josh Miller at
260-729-1354. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it, Buy It, Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS
√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

  Public Notice
Richland Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2023

Number
Governmental Activities

1 Federal Revenue Sharing $4,963.66 $0.00 $0.00 $4,963.66
2 Fire Fighting $63,736.55 $17,515.94 $12,000.00 $69,252.49
3 Rainy Day $10,605.24 $0.00 $0.00 $10,605.24
4 Township $101,859.44 $41,187.27 $39,659.63 $109,387.08
5 Township Assistance $145,227.85 $24,945.26 $26,714.29 $143.,458.82

Total All Funds $326,392.74 $89,648.47 $78,373.92 $337,667.29
State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, David Champ, Trustee of Richland Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
David Champ, Richland Township Trustee
Telephone: 765-768-1047
Date this report was to be published, 2-13-2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Richland
Township at its annual meeting this 5th day of February, 2024
Robert Ford, Richland Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
5th day of February, 2024.
Richland Township Board:
Robert Ford, Joe Lloyd, Gary Glogas
CR 2-13-2024 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a Judgment and Decree to me de-
livered from the Clerk of the Circuit Court of White County, Indi-

ana, in Cause No: 38C01-2311-MF-000025, wherein
FIRST FINANCIAL BANK

Plaintiff, 
V.

UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF
GREGORY L. DOTSON, MICHELE D. DOTSON,

UNKNOWN OCCUPANT, AND NICHOLAS FINANCIAL, INC.
Defendants.

CAUSE NO: 38C01-2311-MF-000025
I will offer for sale at public auction to the highest bidder on the 7th
day of March, 2024 at  10:00 AM on said day at the Jay County Court-
house, 120 N. Court Street, Suite 305, Portland, IN 47371, Jay County,
Indiana, the fee simple title together with the rents, profits, issues
and income or so much thereof as may be sufficient to satisfy said
judgment, interest, cost and accruing cost of the following described
Real Estate, to-wit:

LOT NUMBER SEVENTEEN (17) AND EIGHTEEN (18) IN
BLOCK NUMBER THIRTY-FOUR (34) IN THE TOWN, NOW
CITY OF DUNKIRK, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK A, PAGE 120
IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF JAY COUNTY, INDI-
ANA
More commonly known as 215 E. Commerce Street, 
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Tax No. 38-09-08-104-112.000-014 (Lot 17) and
38-09-08-104-116.000-014. (Lot 18)

The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.
Subject to all liens, encumbrances, rights of redemption, ease-
ments and restrictions of record not otherwise foreclosed and ex-
tinguished in the proceedings known as Cause #38C01-2311-MF-
000025 in the Circuit Court of the County of Jay, Indiana and subject
to all real estate taxes, and assessments currently due, delinquent
or which are to become a lien.
Said sale to be without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or
the Mortgagee's attorney.

Larry R. Newton Jr., Deputy
JAY COUNTY SHERIFF

Michael E. Anderson, #26001-45
Attorney for Plaintiff

ANDERSON & ANDERSON, P.C.
9211 Broadway, Merrillville, IN 46410

(219) 769-1892
CR 2-6,13,20-2024-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that on
the 7th day of February, 2024,
Ohio Valley Gas Corporation
and Ohio Valley Gas, Inc., filed
a joint petition with the Indi-
ana Utility Regulatory Commis-
sion in Cause No. 46011 for (1)
authority to increase its rates
and charges for gas utility ser-
vice, (2) approval of new sched-
ules of rates and charges, (3) ap-
proval of decoupling through a
new sales reconciliation com-
ponent rider, and (4) approval of
necessary and appropriate ac-
counting relief and other re-
quests. A copy of the petition is
on file with the Indiana Utility
Regulatory Commission, 101 W
Washington St #1500e, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46204.

Ohio Valley Gas Corporation
Ohio Valley Gas, Inc.

By:  S.A. Williams, Executive
Vice President and 

Chief Executive Officer
CR 2-13-2024- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA

JAY COUNTY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF

TREADESA M. JACKSON,
Deceased

38C01-2402-EU-000006
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
LOREN W. JACKSON was, on
the 6th day of February, 2024,
appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of TREAD-
ESA M. JACKSON, deceased,
who died on October 28, 2023,
and was authorized to adminis-
ter said estate without court su-
pervision.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the clerk of this
court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
7th day of Februasry, 2024.

Jon Eads
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court

Kristin L. Steckbeck
Attorney No. 27029-02
DALE, HUFFMAN 

& BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue

Bluffton, Indiana 46714
(260) 824-5566

Attorney for Estate
CR 2-13,20-2024- HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Junior high wrestling at
Delta – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high swimming
vs. Muncie Southside – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
Wapakoneta – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:
Manchester City at FC Kobenhavn (CBS)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Marquette at Butler (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at
Toronto Maple Leafs (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

North Carolina at Syracuse (ESPN); Iowa
State at Cincinnati (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Minnesota at Rutgers (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City
Thunder at Orlando Magic (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Georgetown at Creighton (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Ole Miss at Kentucky (ESPN); Oklahoma
at Baylor (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Sacramento Kings
at Phoenix Suns (TNT)

Wednesday
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:

Real Sociedad at PSG (CBS)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Michigan State at Penn State (BTN)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Miami at Clemson (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Chicago Bulls at

Cleveland Cavaliers (ESPN); Indiana Pac-
ers at Toronto Raptors (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at
Pittsburgh Penguins (TNT)

8:15 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:

Daytona 500 (FS1)
8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Iowa at Maryland (BTN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Tennessee at Arkansas (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clip-

pers at Golden State Warriors (ESPN)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Utah State at Wyoming (FS1)

Continued from page 8
First-round winners guarantee

themselves state medals and
return to wrestle out for the top
eight places beginning at 10 a.m.
Saturday.

Together the pair of  senior
state qualifiers scored 44 of  the
Patriots’ 50 points as the team
finished sixth among the 62 com-
peting at the semi-state.

Fifth-ranked Delta won the
semi-state title with 115 points
while No. 14 Bellmont (82.5) was
second. New Haven (76), 19th-
ranked Western (71.5) and Cowan
(52) rounded out the top five.
Snider and Garrett followed Jay
County with 40 points apiece.

“We’re happy with our (sopho-
mores and juniors) having the
opportunity to get here and feel it
out,” said JCHS coach Eric
Myers, whose team had seven
semi-state competitors. “And
we’re ready for them to take the
next step.

“I feel like our two seniors that
were able to qualify set them-
selves up pretty well for next
week.”

After pinning his way through
the regional in less than four
minutes a week earlier, the
fourth-ranked Wood continued to
run over opponents. He gave up
just one point in four semi-state

matches, and that came on a
stalling call with 22 seconds left
in his semifinal win over
Cameron Dews (38-5) of  Elkhart.

Dews gave Wood, now 44-0, his
toughest match of  the day, put-
ting him in an awkward position
in the second period. But the
Patriot senior worked from being
upside down with his face on the
mat to taking down Dews for a 5-
0 lead en route to his 5-1 victory.

After a scoreless opening peri-
od in the championship match
against No. 12 Linkin Carter (45-
3) of  Eastside, Wood walked a
half  nelson into a two-point near
fall late in the second. He got an
escape to start the third and then
used a single-leg takedown to seal
his 5-0 victory and semi-state
repeat.

“I knew I just had to keep going
forward on my feet. I knew I was-
n’t going to give up any scores,”
said Wood, who notched first-
period pins of  Dallas Davidson
(37-7) of  Angola in the opening
round and Andrew Mirelez (25-5)
of  Heritage in the ticket round. “I
didn’t even let him get to my leg,
which is a nice goal. … I got some
near-fall points at the end of  the
second, and after that point I
knew I was in control.”

The 126-pound bracket came
down to the same match-up it had

each of  the previous two weeks
— No. 18 Rowles (31-10) against
Union City’s Bradin Daniels (38-
2). (Daniels won the sectional
championship match between
the former East Jay Middle
School teammates while Rowles
took the regional title.)

Rowles tried to finish off
Daniels early Saturday, but the
Union City junior was able to slip
out of  a headlock attempt.
Daniels claimed the lead with a
takedown at the 43-second mark
of  the first period and pushed the
advantage to 6-1 with a reversal
in the third. Rowles escaped
quickly and scored a takedown
of  his own to pull within two
points, only to have Daniels deliv-
er a reversal again for an 8-4
final.

“Cody had a pretty darn good
day,” said Myers. “We kinda
regressed in our game plan in the
finals, but he’s got to be pretty
proud of  his day. He kinda
smoked through those first two
rounds and then beat a returning
state qualifier in the semis pretty
handily. The Daniels kid was
wrestling really well today and
we just, just couldn’t quite get to
where we needed to be.”

Rowles was strong on the way
to the championship match,
earning his third state berth

when he pinned Tripp Haisley
(24-5) of  Madison-Grant in 2:58
after finishing off  Boston Bass
(21-16) of  Prairie Heights in 49
seconds in the opening round. He
beat 16th-ranked Drew Waldon
(31-5) by a 12-5 decision in the
semifinal.

Two other Patriots advanced to
the ticket round, but both came
up short of  the state finals.

No. 20 Griffin Byrum (33-6), a
junior, pinned Brayden Baas (28-
10) of  Prairie Heights in the
opening round. He was tied with
No. 7 Julianna O’Campo (36-2) at
the end of  the second period of
their ticket-round match, but
O’Campo worked from the bot-
tom to get an escape 15 seconds
into the third period and then hit
a spin for a takedown late to beat
Byrum 5-2.

Alan Ortiz (24-9), a sophomore,
edged Caleb Evans (37-6) of
Homestead 5-3 in the opening
round to earn a ticket-round
match against No. 18 Travis
Henke (40-1) of  Northridge. Ortiz
scored first with an escape to
start the second period but fell
behind on a takedown late in the
second. He was trailing 5-1 when
Henke, who went on to win the
semi-state, got a pin with one sec-
ond left in the match.

“I felt like Griffin wrestled her

really well,” said Myers. “You
saw the next round she beat a
returning state qualifier 7-1.
Griff  … that was a 3-2 match all
the way until the end. … I think
he’s got to be early proud of  the
season he’s had this year.”

“(Ortiz) just started really
wrestling well at the end of  the
season,” the coach added. “I real-
ly attribute it a lot to (assistant
coach) Gaven Hare. They work
together quite a bit … They’re
really starting to wrestle alike.
… He’s wrestling the best that he
has in his career at the end of
the year and got to the ticket
round. I felt like he was right
there with a guy who (won the
semi-state).”

Two Patriot seniors saw their
careers come to an end with
opening-round losses. Bryce
Wenk dropped a 4-3 decision at
190 pounds to NorthWood’s
Keith Miller (25-9) to finish his
season with a 36-4 record.
Juaquin Flores (27-12) lost by pin
in 2 minutes, 37 seconds, to
Maconaquah’s 17th-ranked
Ethan Farnell (38-3) at 175.

Junior Jacob Robinson (29-11)
also dropped out of  the semi-
state in the opening round of  the
150-pound bracket, falling 7-4 to
Huntington North’s Luke
Teusch (38-2).

Repeat ...

Struggles ...

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jayden Comer, a freshman on the Jay
County High School boys basketball team, begins
to drive the baseline in the Patriots’ 69-31 loss at
Yorktown on Saturday.
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Bone In

Countrry Style

Ribs
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/

Pork
Chops
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$1499
lb

Prime to Choice

Ribeyes
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Pork
Butts /9
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less $2.99//llb

Bone In

Loin
Roast
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lb

Cube
Steaks

Ham
Salad
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Roast
Beef
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lb

1# pkg
Sloppy Joes

$599

f
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10-1# case of 80//220
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AYERSVILLE, Ohio — 
The Indians will have

representation in eight
events, and four individu-
als will compete in multiple
events at district.

Teigen Fortkamp, Paige
Guggenbiller, Joelle Kaup
and Sage Wendel of  the
Fort Recov-
ery High
School swim
team fin-
ished in the top eight at the
OHSAA Division II section-
al meet at Ayersville Satur-
day.

A top-eight finish at the
sectional earns a berth to
the district meet at Bowling
Green State University.

Wendel captured the only
sectional title for the Indi-
ans. His time of  58.17 sec-
onds earned the top-spot in
the 100-yard butterfly. He
also placed third in the 100
backstroke.

Fortkamp and Kaup will
compete in four events
each. Both are on the 200
medley relay team that fin-
ished fourth and the 200
freestyle relay that made it
through with a sixth-place
finish. Both will swim in
the 50 freestyle after
Fortkamp placed third and
Kaup seventh.

Fortkamp fell 11 hun-
dredths of  a second short
of  the sectional champi-
onship in the 100 back-
stroke, but her time of
1:02.09 got her to district.

Kaup earned sixth in the
100 butterfly to move on.

Guggenbiller joins
Fortkamp and Kaup in both
of  the relays while also
competing in the 100 breast-
stroke. She just made it
through in eighth-place.

Allison Knapke makes
up the final leg of  the 200
medley relay, while
Autumn Leuthold will join
for the 200 freestyle relay.

Bounced back
FORT RECOVERY —

The Fort Recovery boys
basketball team dominated
the fourth quarter to beat
the Newton Local Indians
63-56 on Saturday.

It also received the nine
seed in the Division IV
Northwest 4 district tour-
nament, with an opening
round game in the sectional
at fifth-seeded Upper Scioto
Valley Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.

Fort Recovery (6-13)
outscored NLHS 21-10 in
the final frame. Briggs
Overman led FRHS with
nine points on 7-of-8 free
throws in the quarter, as he
put up 20 total in the game.
Gavin Evers added five of
his 11 in the period as well.

Quinn Peters and Max
Newhouse drove Newton
Local’s offense with 21 and
20 points, but they didn’t
receive enough support
from the rest of  the team.

A win in the sectional
opener pits FRHS against
the winner No. 4 seed Mt.
Victory Ridgemont and No.
6 seed New Bremen.

The district opener holds
a likely matchup with top-
seeded No. 3 Lima Central
Catholic. 

Runkle powers
INDIANAPOLIS — A

first-place all-around finish
for Carlie Runkle led the JC
Flipsters bronze level to
second place at the Sweet-
heart Classic Saturday.

Runkle took first place in
the vault (9.7 points) and on
the beam (9.6 points) to help
her to 38.1 overall points.
She also claimed second on
the floor and third on the
bars.

Aubrey Foreman cap-
tured the only other victory.
She finished on the top of
the floor competition with
9.45 points.

The gold level team cap-
tured third place at the
event. Bella Sarver earned
the top performance with
37.15 all around points to
take third. She had a pair
of  runner-up finishes on
the bars and the beam.
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Sports
Tuesday, February 13, 2024

Patriots basketball fall to
Yorktown Tigers by 38,
see story below

FRHS girls basketball
hosts Wapakoneta today,

see Sports on tap

Tribe
sends
six to
BGSU

Local
roundup

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

YORKTOWN — The
Tigers outplayed the Patri-
ots in nearly every way.

The Patriots only found
slight advantages on the
glass and in personal fouls.
Those advantages weren’t
enough to save them from
their problems.

The Yorktown Tigers
jumped on top of  the Jay
County High School boys
basketball team early in a
dominant 69-31 victory Sat-
urday that the Patriots
never came within 15
points of  after the opening
quarter.

“The effort was nonexist-
ent,” JCHS coach Jerry
Bomholt said. “I have never
as a head coach struggled
with mental toughness and
those kind of  things as I
have with this team. …

“It was really an effort
that reminded me of  where
we were earlier in the sea-
son. At this point in time, 17
games into the season, that
shouldn’t happen.”

Yorktown (11-8) opened
the game on a 19-0 run. It
hit three triples, had two
transition layups and con-
verted two three-point
plays.

Jay County (7-11) finally
got on the board with only
30 seconds left in the open-
ing quarter, when Jayden
Comer pulled the trigger
on a three early in the pos-
session.

“We hadn’t played since
the previous Thursday and
we’ve just been grinding
them out in practice, so
honestly they were just
ready to play against
another color,” Yorktown
coach Matt Moulton said.
“I could tell in the locker
room and at shoot around
this morning they were
juiced up and ready to go.
The enthusiasm was there
from the start and when
the ball goes in the basket it
sure helps.”

Things didn’t get much
better for the Patriots as
the game went on.

See Struggles page 7

Jay struggles
against Tigers

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

FORT WAYNE — Tony
Wood didn’t yell.

He didn’t flex. 
He didn’t point.
With his tongue hang-

ing out, he simply held
two fingers in the air.

It was an understated
celebration for another
dominant day.

Wood, a Jay County
High School senior,
repeated as the 138-pound
semi-state wrestling
champion Saturday at
Allen County War Memo-
rial Coliseum as he and
classmate Cody Rowles
qualified for the state
finals.

Moments after he
received his semi-state
championship medal,
Wood was already think-
ing about his state oppor-
tunity.

"I'm just ready to com-
pete,” said Wood, now a
four-time state qualifier
who finished seventh in
Indianapolis last season.
“It’s really good to win
semi-state. It’s fun. It’s
nice to be recognized.

“But I’m really looking
forward to next week.
Ready to compete, that’s
for sure.”

Rowles became a three-
time state qualifier as he
took second place at 126
pounds. He and Wood will
compete in the opening
round of  the state finals at
6:30 p.m. Friday at the
Ford Center in Evansville.

See Repeat page 7

Semi repeat

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Tony Wood of Jay County High School wraps up Angola’s Dallas Davidson during their
opening-round match in the 138-pound bracket Saturday during the semi-state meet at Allen
County Athletic Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne. Wood ran his record to 44-0 on the way to
repeating as the semi-state champion.

Wood wins; Rowles is runner-up 

Yorktown Tigers vs.
Jay County Patriots

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (7-11)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Comer 2-6 0-0 6
Nichols 0-3 1-2 1
Mhlnkmp 1-3 0-0 2
Edwards 0-1 0-0 0
Garringer 0-2 0-0 0
Dunnington 1-7 0-0 2
Crouch 1-4 0-4 2
Dirksen 1-1 2-2 4
Forthofer 0-0 0-0 0
Phillips 1-1 0-0 2
Bihn 1-2 0-0 2
Swoveland 4-8 2-2 10
Totals 12-38 5-10 31

.316 .500
Def. rebound percentage: .733

Yorktown (11-8)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Isaacs 1-4 0-0 3
Aul 3-7 2-3 11
Tyler 5-5 0-0 15
Kates 1-1 1-1 3
Tewari 5-17 0-1 14
Burkholder 0-1 0-0 0
Daugherty 0-0 0-0 0
Grim 2-5 0-0 4
Moulton 3-5 3-5 9
Rowray 1-2 0-0 3
Barnes 3-4 0-0 7
McKay 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 24-51 6-10 69

.471 .600
Def. rebound percentage: .724

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 3 11 4 13 — 31
Yorktown 19 21 13 16 — 69

3-point shooting: Jay County 2-12
(Comer 2-5, Muhlenkamp 0-1,
Edwards 0-1, Garringer 0-1, Crouch 0-
1, Dunnington 0-3). Yorktown 15-33
(Tyler 5-5, Tewari 4-12, Aul 3-7,
Isaacs 1-2, Rowray 1-2, Barnes 1-2,
Burkholder 0-1, Grim 0-2).

Rebounds: Jay County 30 (Crouch
5, Phillips 5, Swoveland 5, Muh-
lenkamp 4, Dunnington 3, Dirksen 3,
Nichols 2, Forthofer, Bihn, team).
Yorktown 29 (Tewari 7, Moulton 6,
Grim 4, Barnes 4, Rowray 2, McKay
2, Isaacs, Tyler, Burkholder, team).

Assists: Jay County 2 Muh-
lenkamp, Dirksen). Yorktown 18
(Tyler 4, Tewari 4, Grim 3, Barnes 3,
Moulton 2, Aul, Rowray).

Blocks: Yorktown 3 (Barnes 2,
Rowray).

Personal fouls: Jay County 10
(Crouch 3, Dunnington 2, Comer,
Nichols, Phillips, Bihn, Swoveland).
Yorktown 11 (Kates 3, Grim 2,
Isaacs, Aul, Burkholder, Moulton,
Rowray, Barnes).

Turnovers: Jay County 14. York-
town 3.

Box score


