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Kaylee Rae Adair-Vance,
28, Pennville
Richard Dorris, 82, Port-

land
Details on page 2.

Jay County was placed
under a travel watch at 8 p.m.
Friday because of  snow and
road conditions.

Wind gusts may reach up to
20 mph today, when the high
will be in the 20s. Sunday
should bring sunny skies and
30 mph wind gusts.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast. 

The deadline for the next
round of  veteran banners in
Portland, Dunkirk and Pen-
nville is March 1. Applications
may be dropped off  at Jay
County Chamber of  Com-
merce, emailed to jakedavid-
memorial@gmail.com or
mailed to Krista Muhlenkamp
at PO Box 486, Fort Recovery,
Ohio 45846.

Tuesday — Rules from
today’s IHSAA Wrestling State
Finals.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Fort Recovery Vil-
lage Council meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Twenty-five years ago
this week, local couples
professed their love on
Valentine’s Day.

The Feb. 15, 1999, edi-
tion of  The Commercial
Review featured a story
about 35 local couples
gathering at United Pen-
tecostal Church in Port-
land to renew their wed-
ding vows.

“What more appropri-
ate day than Valentine’s
Day,” said guest pastor
the Rev. Robert McFar-
land of  Richmond.

“I’ve done this before,”
he added, “but never this
many.”

Each couple walked

through a flowered arch-
way, introduced by name
and the number of  years
of  marriage they were
celebrating. 

Among the couples
were Terry and Amelita
Sexton of  Portland who
wanted to renew their
vows in a church setting,
Robert and Margaret
Brown of  Portland who
had recently celebrated
their 50th wedding
anniversary, Scott and
Michelle Jarnigan of
Winchester who had
been married only a year
and church pastor the
Rev. David Wade and his
wife Sue.

“This time I’m wear-
ing a tux,” said Wade,
who had married his
wife in a small ceremony
25 years earlier.

“What better way to
renew vows than to do it
on Valentine’s Day in a
church,” he added. “It’s a
way to reaffirm vows to
strengthen marriage.”

Some women wore tra-
ditional wedding dress-
es. Others went with less
formal desire. 

There were tears,
smiles, hugs and Terry
Sexton’s rendition of  the
song “Keeper of  the
Stars.” Shortly after the
song ended, the Sextons’

4-year-old son Travis
decided to join his par-
ents, a plastic dinosaur
in one hand and a “The
Little Mermaid” book in
the other.

“Repeat after me,”
McFarland said as he
instructed the couples to
renew their vows and led
them through the famil-
iar traditions of  a wed-
ding ceremony, includ-
ing the exchanging of
rings.

As the ceremony
ended, couples
embraced, kissed and left
the sanctuary for a
reception, also at the
church.

Retrospect

Vows were renewed on Valentine’s Day
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The Rev. Robert McFarland addresses
35 couples Sunday, Feb. 14, 1999, during a
wedding vow renewal ceremony at United
Pentecostal Church in Portland.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

REDKEY — Water
adjustment requirements
may be opening up.

Redkey Town Council
voted Thursday to move
forward with amending its
water ordinance so that
the town would cover any
water adjustment — each
resident would be allotted
one adjustment each year
— requested because of  a
leak.

Currently, the town will
cover one water adjust-
ment each year for resi-
dents if  there is a leak
under the house or under-
ground, explained town
employee Randy Young.

Council member Brenda
Beaty mentioned an issue
with a resident’s water
meter that occurred on a
Friday. She asked what
can be done by the town to
prevent a resident from
incurring an extra fee for
a leak over the weekend in
similar situations, with
Young noting they could
shut off  the water until
the next business day. But
if  the leak is the town’s
responsibility, he added,
the resident wouldn’t be
charged for the extra
water usage.

Council member
“Watermellon” Jim
Phillips proposed the town
pay for any water adjust-
ments caused by a leak.

“I’m making a motion —
a leak is a leak,” he said.
“When you get a $100 and
some water bill, you know
you’ve got a leak, and
you’re going to fix that
leak.”

Floyd Life, Beaty and
Phillips — Dave Dudelston
dissented and Chance Ret-
ter was absent — voted to
move forward with adjust-
ing the ordinance.

The discussion
stemmed from a resident’s
question about how much
money the town makes on
water bills each month. 

See Adjust page 2

Town for tots

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Pioneer Packaging owners
Susan and Wade Kohler recog-
nized a need for child care in
Jay County.

They decided to take mat-
ters into their own hands with
a new business.

Toddlertown Early Learn-
ing Center hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Friday. The
new certified child care center
located at 1505 N. Wayne St.,
Portland, begins operations
Monday.

Susan Kohler explained the
demand for child care prompt-
ed her and her husband to
look into opening the learning
center.

“There was a desperate need
here in Jay County for sure,”
she said. “We knew we had
sons that were growing up
that were going to have a need,

just like the rest of  the com-
munity.”

Jay County natives Wade
and Susan Kohler own Pio-
neer Packaging, a lumber and
pallet manufacturing business
that controls 10 different facil-
ities across parts of  Indiana
and Ohio, including its corpo-
rate building on Meridian
Street and factory on Lincoln
Street in Portland. (The com-
pany celebrated its 20th
anniversary last year.) They
manage about 150 workers
across their plants. For
employees, Susan Kohler
explained, finding someone to
look after the children in
order to go to work can be dif-
ficult.

“A lot of  our absences were
created for no day care, or
couldn’t get day care that day,
or somebody was sick,” she

said. “That was always the
struggle. So we were there to
try and fix that problem.”

Although owned by the
Kohlers, Toddlertown Early
Learning Center will operate as
a separate entity from Pioneer
Packaging. That leaves the
facility open to community
members looking for child care.

The 8,600 square foot facility
has enough space for up to 78
children. Currently, the facili-
ty plans to offer care for up to
eight infants, 20 toddlers and
20 preschoolers. Its capacity
allows for another 20
preschoolers or 30 school-age
children during the summer. 

Toddlertown Early Learn-
ing Center has four main
rooms separating children by
age groups, along with a cafe-
teria, kitchen, laundry room,
isolation room for sick chil-

dren, training room that dou-
bles as a breastfeeding room
for mothers, staff  lounge and
office space. It also has a
fenced-in backyard with space
for two separate playgrounds
— plans are to put in equip-
ment when the weather gets
warmer — for different age
groups.

The property’s large back-
yard allows for future expan-
sion as well, noted Susan
Kohler.

More than five years ago,
the Kohlers bought the 14-acre
property where Toddlertown
Early Learning Center now
sits, which is adjacent to other
Pioneer Packaging properties.
Although they didn’t initially
have a plan for the property,
the idea for a child care facili-
ty slowly developed.

See Tots page 2
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Toddlertown Early Learning Center celebrated with a ribbon-cutting ceremony Friday. The new Portland daycare
launched by Susan and Wade Kohler offers space for up to 78 children between 6 weeks and 5 years old. Pictured above,
director Deanna Homan (right center) cuts the ribbon Friday with owners Wade and Susan Kohler (left center).

Pioneer Packaging owners launch new facility;
Portland child care center opens Monday

Redkey to
expand

water leak
forgiveness

Council
plans to
adjust
rules



Tractor crash
A Salamonia woman’s

vehicle struck a Portland
man’s tractor while
attempting to pass him on
county road 400 South
about 2;31 p.m. Wednesday.

Michael L. Kunkle, 57,
Portland, was driving his
2013 Kubota tractor hauling
equipment along county
road 400 South when he
began to turn south onto
county road 650 East.

Vickie L. Hiday, 66, was
driving her 2016 Ford F-150
truck behind him and did-
n’t realize he was turning.
She attempted to pass him
and hit Kunkle’s equip-
ment. Damage is estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.
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Continued from page 1
Because of  debt from past work

on the water tower and wastewater
system, explained council member
Brenda Beaty and Young, the town
isn’t profiting much from its water
rates. 

Town officials suggested grants
and loans might be needed to cover
project costs. Town attorney Wes
Schemenaur said council may
want to start incrementally rais-
ing its water rates each year.

“Then you won’t have the super
big jumps that you have,” he
explained. “The reason why your
rates have gone so astronomically
high so quickly is because nobody
wanted to raise the rates.”

Wastewater rates didn’t have an
increase for 28 years, noted Young. 

Also Thursday, Beaty noted Indi-
ana Department of  Environmental
Management has granted
“enforcement discretion” regard-
ing the town’s failure to meet dead-
lines for creating a plan to deal
with two combined sewer over-
flows (CSO) in violation of  IDEM’s
restrictions. Redkey has until Dec.
31 to update its CSO Long Term
Control Plan, which should
address how it plans to address the
two CSOs. (One starts near Union
Street, and the other originates in
a rural part of  the county just
north of  town and lets out near
Main and George streets.) Young
encouraged the town to come up
with a plan soon, noting the ongo-
ing master utility study — it
should be completed by summer
— will name the CSOs as a priority
project but won’t create a plan for
their removal.

Council also heard about Thriv-
ing Communities, a grant program
available through Norfolk South-
ern railroad.

Community coordinator Nate
Kimball explained the grant, if

awarded, would allot $50,000 to
Redkey. (According to the grant
application guidelines, the pro-
gram is intended to promote eco-
nomic development, support com-
munity life and provide equal
access to amenities.) Applications
will open April 1.

In relation to Jay County offi-
cials’ $3.9 million contribution
toward a project aimed at
installing nearly 400 miles of
fiberoptic internet throughout the
county, Kimball also shared infor-
mation with council about how to
conduct broadband speed tests and
challenge data accrued by the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion. 

Residents may visit broad-
bandmap.fcc.gov to ensure the
information about broadband
availability — location and speed
— is correct for their address. The
website also includes links to chal-
lenge that information. To conduct
a speed test, visit connectingindi-
ana.com.

In other business, council mem-
bers Dudelston, Phillips, Beaty
and Life:

•Discussed whether to allow
chickens in town limits. Beaty said
she plans to research and review
information put together by for-
mer council member Gary Gard-
ner.

•Heard from Bob and Alicha
Miller, two Tennessee residents
planning to move into town. Bob
Miller questioned the cost to hook
up to the town’s water and waste-
water lines, with Young and Dudel-
ston noting that per the town’s
water ordinance the resident must
pay to bring the services to their
property.

•OK’d clerk-treasurer Gloria
May to continue utilizing Pam Col-
lett’s training services as needed.
(Collett worked with former clerk-

treasurer Mary Eley before retir-
ing in December. She previously
served as clerk-treasurer of  Hart-
ford City.) 

•Approved the following: a
request from Citadel Supply owner
Brooks Fugiett to vacate the alley
between his business (9096 W. Indi-
ana 67) and Jasper and Mary Aber-
nathy’s property at 9114 W. Indiana
67; a request from Mark Leavell to
close the downtown portion of
High Street from the evening of
Aug. 9 to the evening of  Aug. 11 for
the Gas Boom Days festival; pur-
chasing fireworks with more than
$1,200 in donations for the Fourth
of  July weekend festivities.

•OK’d contracting with SBS for
services provided by certified
water operator Matt Corwin — he
has been working for the town for
at least seven years and recently
took a job with the company —
while Young pursues training to
become a certified water operator,
which he said will likely take one
year.

•Was reminded by Schemenaur
about a state requirement to
livestream and archive meetings
online by July 1, 2025. He pointed
out Redkey’s park cabin where
council meets each month does not
have internet access and encour-
aged them to look into the matter
as soon as possible.

•Discussed inviting Jay/Port-
land Building and Planning direc-
tor John Hemmelgarn to council’s
next meeting to talk about what
the town needs to do to enact zon-
ing restrictions.

•Asked Schemenaur to pursue
legal action against the town’s two
“worst” ordinance violators who
have not paid fines.

•Decided to seek bids for mowing
services in 2024.

•Made $69.30 in water bill adjust-
ments.

Adjust ...

Kaylee Rae Adair-Vance,
Pennville, July 30, 1995-
Feb. 11, 2024. A family vis-
itation was held Thursday.

Richard Dorris, Portland,
August 15, 1941-Feb. 15,
2024. Burial will be held at
1:00 pm Wednesday at Mar-
ion National Cemetery in
Marion.

••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices
for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area
free of  charge. They
include the name, city of
residence, birth/death
date and time/date/loca-
tion of  services.
There is a charge for

obituaries, which are
accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Wednesday
Dorris, Richard: 1 p.m., Mar-

ion National Cemetery, 1700 E.
38th St., Marion.

March 2
Meier, Nancy: 4:30 p.m.,

Kuhn’s Den, 442 E. Line St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by
PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
“It was just the close conven-

ience to be able to keep our
employees here to drop off
their children then go close to
work, versus being too far away
from your children,” explained
Susan Kohler.

The Kohlers started nailing
down concrete plans last year,
with local contractors break-
ing ground on the project on
June 26. Eight months later,
their vision has become a real-
ity.

“We did a pretty good, quick
turnaround,” Susan Kohler
said. “We had some great local
contractors. They knew that I
was going to push them

because, you know, all these
parents are waiting.”

Toddlertown Early Learning
Center secured its child care
provider license from Indiana
Family and Social Services last
week. Director Deanna Homan
will manage regular communi-
cations with the state organiza-
tion as required. The 2017 Jay
County High School graduate

with a bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation will be in charge of  the
center’s daily operations. She’s
no stranger to child care, having
12 nieces and nephews as well as
her own 11-month-old son.

“I’m so excited to see all the
kids and see them learn and
grow,” she said, noting the
facility’s open house Tuesday.
“All the kids were sad to leave

… I love seeing that and just
seeing their excitement to
being here …”

Toddlertown Early Learning
Center is still looking for a full-
time cook, with Homan current-
ly filling in the role. They’ve
already got several children
enrolled, Susan Kohler said, but
some slots are open for different
age groups, such as preschool-
ers. (She pointed out as children
age out of  rooms, availability
will change.) 

Those interested in enrolling
their child may fill out a form at
bit.ly/Toddlertown-waitlist. To
learn more, email info@pio-
neertoddlertown.com or call
(260) 251-7619.

Tots ...

Capsule
Reports

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 2-1-1
Daily Four: 1-5-6-3
Quick Draw: 4-5-6-11-

13-14-17-21-22-25-30-32-35-
46-49-56-65-66-71-78

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 6-4-9
Pick 4: 9-0-5-8

Pick 5: 8-6-1-3-7
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 5-18-20-

29-39
Jackpot: $659,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$306 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$457 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.20
March corn ..............4.20
Wheat ......................4.31

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.19
March corn ..............4.21
April corn ................4.24

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.09
March corn ..............4.09
Beans ......................11.57

March beans ..........11.57
Wheat ......................5.21

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.02
March corn ..............4.04
Beans ......................11.59
March beans ..........11.62
Wheat .......................5.20

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.17
March corn ..............4.29
Beans ......................11.38
March beans ..........10.89
Wheat ......................4.91

In 1801, the House of
Representatives elected
Thomas Jefferson as
president of  the United
States. Jefferson won a
tie in the Electoral Col-
lege, leading to two terms
as the country’s third
president. Jefferson is
also known for writing
the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence.
In 1876, Julius Wolff

of  Eastport, Maine,
became the first person
to can sardines. He’s
known for launching the
sardine canning indus-
try.
In 1897, the National

Congress of  Parents and
Teachers – it’s more com-
monly known as the Par-
ent-Teacher Association
— was founded in Wash-
ington, D.C. It started as
the National Congress of
Mothers.
In 1936, “The Phan-

tom,” the first superhero
cartoon strip, appeared
in comics for the first

time. Creator Lee Falk
also made “Mandrake
the Magician,” an adven-
ture comic strip, around
the same time. 
In 1963, Michael Jor-

dan was born in Brook-
lyn, New York. A Chicago
Bulls basketball player,
the man known as the
National Basketball
Association’s greatest all-
time player won six titles
with his team.
In 1992, serial killer

Jeffrey Dahmer was
given to 15 consecutive
life sentences for murder-
ing and dismembered 17
males between 1978 and
’91. 
In 2017, Jay County

High School freshman
Mason Winner took sev-
enth place at the IHSAA
Wrestling State Finals in
Indianapolis. Winner
bounced back from two
losses and scored a 6-4
decision over Elkhart
Central’s Xander Stroud.

— The CR

Monday
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
10 a.m. — Dunkirk

Police Pension Board,
city building, 131 S.
Main St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Franklin
St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

CR almanac

37/21 44/28 48/35 55/39 50/29
Sunny

skies are on
the horizon for
Sunday, when
the high will
be 37
degrees.

Thursday
has a 30%
chance of
rain. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy.

There’s a
slight chance
of showers
on Wednes-
day, when the
high will be in
the mid 50s.

Monday
looks to be
sunny with a
high of 44
degrees.
Slight chance
of rain late. 

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Tuesday
when the low
will be
around 35.

Sunday
2/18

Monday
2/19

Tuesday
2/20

Wednesday
2/21

Thursday
2/22

Toddlertown enrollment
is available online 



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.

For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will

be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Schools 
February 19-23

Monday: Main Entrees: Classic cheeseburger in bun
Alternate Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun
lunch, ham & cheese salad, breadstick Sides
for all meals: BBQ baked beans

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef nachos Alternate
Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch, ham &
cheese salad, breadstick Sides for all
meals: Vegetarian refried beans

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Golden crispy chicken
sticks Alternate Entrees: PB&J and cheese
fun lunch, ham & cheese salad, breadstick
Sides for all meals: French fries

Thursday: Main Entrees: Whole grain waffles Alternate
Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch, ham &
cheese salad, breadstick Sides for all
meals: Baked apple slices

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate
Entrees: PB&J and cheese fun lunch, ham &
cheese salad, breadstick Sides for all
meals: Seasoned peas & carrots
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Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 7A.M. to 5 P.M.
Friday: 7 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.  • Saturday: 7 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.
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Community Calendar

Ashley
Maverick James, a son, was

born Feb. 6 at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph to Dustin and Katie Ash-
ley of  Winchester. He weighed 8
pounds, 3 ounces.

Grandparents are Bobbie and

Matt Day of  Winchester, Cindy
Ashley of  Linn and Chad Ash-
ley of  Winchester. Great-grand-
parents are Joyce Caylor of
Winchester, Mike Ashley of
Winchester and Cheryl Feaster
of  New Castle.

Births

Several ArtWorks classes at
Jay County Campus of  Arts
Place begin in the coming weeks.

Upcoming sessions include:
•Beginners wheel throwing

starts Tuesday and runs from 4
to 6 p.m. through March 26. Reg-
istration is $90.

•Hand building basics starts
Tuesday and runs from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. through March 26. Reg-
istration is $75.

•Surface decoration starts Feb.
26 and runs from 5 to 7 p.m.
through April 1. Registration is
$90.

•Kids hand building starts Feb.
28 and runs from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
through April 3. Registration is
$60.

•Kids wheel throwing starts
Feb. 28 and runs from 6 to 8 p.m.
through April 3. Registration is
$60.

Also this month, the After
School Art Club for third and
fourth graders is set for 3:30 to 5
p.m. Wednesday and art club for
fifth and sixth graders will be
hosted from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Feb. 28.
Registration $5.

To register, visit myart-
splace.easybooking.site/.

‘Frozen’ at library
Do you want to build a snow-

man?
Jay County Public Library is

hosting a interactive sing-along
event with characters from Dis-
ney’s “Frozen” on Thursday.

Refreshments will be provided,
and participants will be given
bags with themed activities from
the popular movie. Time slots
are from 5 to 6 p.m. or 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Call or visit the library to
sign up for a time.

Senior learning
John Jay Center for Learn-

ing’s senior lunch and learning
series will meet March 7.

Curtis Burnette, a naturalist
at the Gene Stratton Porter His-
torical Site in Geneva, will be
presenting about the Loblolly
Marsh Nature Preserve.

Reservations for lunch cost $5
and must be paid in advance.
The program is offered the first
Thursday of  each month.

Dean’s list
A Jay County High School

graduate recently made the
dean’s list at her college.

Anastasiia Fomina, a former
exchange student from Ukraine,
made the list for the fall semes-
ter at Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege in Fort Wayne. She’s study-
ing cybersecurity.

ArtWorks classes
are in full swing

DEAR ABBY: I host holiday
meals for my out-of-town fami-
ly. During the last one, my
cousin’s 5-year-old son ran up
and down the upstairs hallway
pretty much nonstop the
entire time. The floor is ceram-
ic tile, so when he did this, it
made a huge racket and shook
the house. The pounding
frayed my and my husband’s
nerves, but we didn’t say any-
thing because I was afraid it
wouldn’t go over well. 

In the future, I asked if  he
can be told we have a house
rule of  no running inside. I
also asked if  there is a game or
something I can buy to keep
him entertained or redirect
him if  he starts doing it again.
I was then informed that “this
is just what children his age do
and it is impossible to get them
not to run.” Trying to compro-
mise, I asked if  it could be lim-
ited to the three-season room,
the outside or the basement,
and was told they probably
won’t come then. 

My mother was just diag-
nosed with a serious illness,
and I would hate to not have
part of  the family here this
year because of  this. Was my
request out of  line? Is there
another solution? My cousin
and her family say their
homes are too small to host,
and no one wants to go to a
restaurant. — UNNERVED IN
THE MIDWEST
DEAR UNNERVED: If

this is “just what children
his age do,” then one or
both of  the child’s parents
should take their son out-
side so he can burn off
some of  that energy. (It’s
not unlike what some pet
owners do out of  respect for
their hosts’ house rules.) I
have seen parents do this in
restaurants when their
child becomes disruptive, so

it’s not unheard of.  If  your
cousin considers this too
much of  a burden, then
please accept that she has
CHOSEN to be absent, and
do NOT let it diminish your
good time when the next
holiday rolls around.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband

and I have two kids — a 3-year-
old who has see-through pale
skin and blond curls, and a 4-
month-old with an olive com-
plexion and straight brown
hair. When we are out together,
people often ask me if  my kids
have the same father. Is this a
polite question? The potential
answer could involve sharing
intimate details of  my rela-
tionship history or our fertili-
ty. No one is entitled to any of
those answers in casual con-
versation, so why do they ask? 

This happens so often that
our preschooler has started to
wonder aloud who her brother
belongs to, if  not her daddy. It
makes me crazy. I have plenty
of  answers lined up for the
impertinent question, but how
do I keep people from asking in
the first place? — MOM OF
BEAUTIES IN PUERTO RICO
DEAR MOM: There is no

end to the nosy, rude and
sometimes stupid questions
people ask. Your answer
should be, “If  you will for-
give me for not answering
you, I’ll forgive you for ask-
ing me that.” However,
there is no way to STOP a
stranger from asking a

question in front of  your
children, short of  carrying
cotton candy and stuffing it
in their mouth. (Note that
I’m not suggesting you use a
dirty diaper.) Be sure to
explain — AND REPEAT AS
NEEDED — to your pre-
schooler that not all sib-
lings look alike, and her sib-
ling ABSOLUTELY belongs
to her daddy AND TO HER.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I recently

reconnected with an acquain-
tance who has now become a
dear friend. I have at least one
meal a week with her and her
family. I suffer from misopho-
nia, and they are always quite
in tune, asking if  the volume is
too loud on the TV or whatev-
er. 

However, while we are eat-
ing, there is a lot of  lip-smack-
ing and open-mouth chewing
by my friend and her 17-year-
old daughter. I love them, and I
try to ignore it, but it’s
extremely difficult. I remem-
ber my friend doing this 20
years ago when we were
teenagers. I know it’s not my
place, but is there anything
that can be said? I worry about
this girl heading off  to college
soon with such deplorable
table manners. They are other-
wise wonderful, amazing
friends. — HEARS TOO
MUCH IN NEW YORK
DEAR HEARS: I agree

that atrocious table man-
ners can be a handicap
when young people fly the
nest. You can, as tactfully as
possible, remind your
friend ONCE about your
hearing disorder and that it
is magnified when she and
her daughter chew with
their mouths open. If  that
doesn’t help, however, you
may have to stop being a
dinner guest.

Dear
Abby

Parents refuse to help

Taking
Note
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To the editor:
February 18 through 24 is Tri

Kappa Week for 2024 in the
state of  Indiana.

Founded in 1901, Tri Kappa
gives approximately $1.5 mil-
lion dollars every year to local
and statewide projects in the
areas of  charity, culture and
education. All chapters sup-
port Riley Children’s Hospital,
The Mental Health Association
of  Indiana, ARC of  Indiana,
Indiana Special Olympics, Best
Buddies of  Indiana, the
Hoosier Art Salon and many
more worthwhile projects. 

The Portland Beta Theta

Chapter, founded in 1915, sup-
ports many local organizations
including Arts Place, 4th of
July Committee, the historical
society, Pregnancy Care Cen-
ter, United Way of  Jay County,
Winterfest, Jay Community
Center, the Jay County Public
Library Summer Reading Pro-

gram, Jay County Summer
Swim Team, Jay County Law
Enforcement Camp, Jay Coun-
ty Head Start, Reading is Fun-
damental, Jay County Special
Olympics and the Youth Serv-
ice Bureau, just to name a few.  

Annually, we give $4,500 in
scholarships to Jay County
High School seniors and cham-
ber gift certificates to each res-
ident at Jay County Retire-
ment Center and the county
nursing and group homes, five
facilities in all totaling 188 res-
idents. 

We would like to thank the
public for supporting our

annual fundraisers: Terri
Lynn nuts/Abbot Caramels
sales, the Vera Bradley/Thirty-
One Bingo (this year’s is April
22 at Jay County Junior-Senior
High School) and the slushie
sales at the Jay County Fair.
Thanks also to those who buy
advertisements that we
announce at the fair. We are
the faces that you see when you
buy tickets, have your tickets
checked at the gate and are
ushered to seats at grandstand
events at the fair.  

The girls of  Tri Kappa have
fun working together to do
projects for the betterment of

our community. We meet new
people that we normally
wouldn’t cross paths with,
both locally and throughout
the state. 

Jay County is a great place to
live and raise a family, in part
because of  the support of  sev-
eral philanthropic organiza-
tions in our community. Please
consider getting involved in an
organization that gives back to
our community.

Sincerely,
Jodi McKee
President
Tri Kappa Sorority
Beta Theta Chapter

Get involved to help the community

By NIKITA AGGARWAL
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

Governments around
the world are racing to
regulate artificial intelli-
gence (“AI”). The Biden
administration recently
issued an Executive
Order on the Safe,
Secure, and Trustworthy
Development and Use of
AI. And the European
Union reached provision-
al agreement on its long-
awaited AI Act.

This growing effort to
regulate and control the
development of  AI is not
surprising. From advanc-
ing drug discovery and
disease detection to
automating menial tasks,
the economic and social
benefits of  AI are real. If
misused, however, AI can
cause real harms. But the
focus on AI technology
itself  as the target of  reg-
ulation, rather than
harmful uses of  AI, may
be misguided. It risks
missing the goal by
either failing to ade-
quately prevent harmful
uses of  AI, or overly
inhibiting socially bene-
ficial ones.

Part of  the challenge is
defining the boundaries
of  AI. AI is an amor-
phous category that
encompasses a range of
computational methods.
Much of  the recent
progress in AI is thanks
to advances in “machine
learning” methods,
which more effectively
mimic human cognitive
processes. But as new
learning methods are
developed, the boundary
between AI and “ordi-
nary” computing keeps
shifting. Hence the
adage, “AI is whatever
hasn’t been done yet.”

These shifting bound-
aries make it much hard-
er to pin down AI as the
target of  regulation. A
broad definition of  AI
risks capturing all com-
putational systems, and
over-regulating techno-
logical development. Nar-
rower definitions may be
more targeted but, given
the dynamic, fast-shifting
boundaries of  AI, also
risk quickly becoming
obsolete. The White
House executive order
flirts with both broad and
narrow definitions of  AI.
For example, it sets very
specific thresholds for
compliance with AI
reporting requirements
— like AI models trained
“using a quantity of  com-
puting power greater
than 1026 integer or float-
ing-point operations.”
While potentially more
administrable, these
thresholds seem some-
what arbitrary. And even
if  they reflect the state of

the art in AI today, they
will quickly become obso-
lete.

Not only is it challeng-
ing to meaningfully
define the boundaries of
AI, but it is also challeng-
ing to measure the risks
of  AI, or AI models, in
the abstract and without
context. We can’t mean-
ingfully quantify
whether a large AI
model, like the one pow-
ering ChatGPT, will ulti-
mately cause more harm
than good. We certainly
can’t measure the risk of
an AI “super-intelli-
gence” taking over the
world — a speculative
doomsday scenario that
has no doubt encouraged
a more precautionary
approach to AI regula-
tion. We can, in contrast,
more easily measure, and
penalize, specific harm-
ful uses of  these models
— like deepfakes spewing
disinformation and
undermining the demo-
cratic process.

To be sure, some laws,
like the EU AI Act, also
distinguish and regulate
specific applications of
AI, like facial recognition
and credit scoring sys-
tems, that are perceived
to be higher risk. And
there are many other
non-AI-specific laws and
regulations, from finan-
cial laws to copyright
laws, that regulate AI
use. But these “down-
stream” rules are part of
an AI governance frame-
work that increasingly
includes “upstream” reg-
ulation of  AI methods
and models, i.e., the tech-
nology itself.

We need to think more
carefully about the rela-
tive merits of  upstream AI
regulation, particularly to
avoid overregulating AI
development. We don’t
want to make it harder for
smaller startups to com-
pete with large firms, like
OpenAI and Microsoft,
that dominate the market
in AI development and can
more easily absorb the
costs of  regulatory com-
pliance. We must try to
both prevent and remedy
harms caused by AI. But
we must also not act with
so much precaution that
we end up stifling its
many economic and social
benefits.

It may be too early to
know that the harms of
AI so clearly exceed the
benefits such that a high-
ly precautionary regula-
tory stance is justified.

We need to
know AI’s limits

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The “Jesus, He Gets Us” folks
made a splash during the Super
Bowl on Sunday with their commer-
cial about how “Jesus didn’t teach
hate, he washed feet.” I don’t get
what their intended return is for
that kind of  investment, but as far
as commercials go, I liked that one
as much as any of  them this year.
The “love your neighbor” messages
never get old. To me, anyway. 

In the last week, the frontrunner
for the GOP nomination for presi-
dent has said many troubling
things. But what makes them most
problematic is that there is no one
left in the GOP to object anymore.
For Donald Trump to keep his
angry and loyal following whipped
up into their frenzied mania, he
must keep escalating his rhetoric,
or they will lose interest. It’s a pre-
dictable process. 

First, he threatened to mobilize
military forces to round up millions
of  undocumented migrants for
deportation. According to Axios,
not since Eisenhower has such a
thing been pursued, and thankfully,
that was a far different time.

Next, he mocked his Republican
opponent, Nikki Haley, for her hus-
band being absent from the cam-
paign trail. Never mind that Trump
and his wife, Melania, have only
been seen together at her mother’s
funeral during the last several
months. Maj. Michael Haley is on a
yearlong deployment with the South
Carolina National Guard in Africa.
There was a time when that kind of
un-American mockery would turn
off  Republican voters. 

Finally, nothing would have sick-
ened Reagan Republicans more
than taunting members of  NATO.
With what? With the threat of  invit-
ing Russia to “do whatever the hell
they want” to any non-dues-paying
members of  what Trump apparent-
ly believes is a Mar-A-Lago-style
country club. 

In today’s Republican party, an

angry voter base is everything. But
most people tire of  being mad and
need refueled on a regular basis.
Feeding the desire for grievance is
of  paramount importance. 

Buddhism’s Second Noble Truth
states that the cause of  suffering is
craving. MAGA world’s insatiable
desire for the next angriest idea is
that craving.  

Joshua J. Mark writes about it
extensively for the World History
Encyclopedia. “People whose under-
standing of  life is darkened by igno-
rance, craving, and aversion con-
demn themselves to spinning round
and round on this wheel, dying only
to be reborn in the same suffering
state eternally,” he writes. 

In other words, the suffering
won’t ever end until the craving
ends. 

The Republican-led killing of  the
immigration deal in the Senate last
week confirms that keeping its own
hatred addiction fed is more impor-
tant than anything else. The Democ-
rats capitulated to GOP desires and
gave them what they wanted, to
then find out nothing would ever be
enough. Even the Trump-support-
ing Border Patrol union supported
the deal, only to have the Trump
sycophant of  the week, Sen. Marco
Rubio, declare the union is simply
wrong. 

Of  course, Rubio also said that
Trump’s pro-Russia, anti-NATO
comments were simply misunder-
stood storytelling. That the Florida
senator happened to say that is one
thing, that he specifically appeared
on CNN’s Sunday morning show,
State of  the Union, to give that
excuse is quite another. 

The crowd at the rally where it

was originally said cheered the dis-
graceful comments just like all the
rest. And in the Capitol, this cheer-
ing is converted to Trumpists’ oppo-
sition to fund Ukraine’s self-
defense. 

Back here in Indiana, under pres-
sure from fellow Republicans, Gov.
Eric Holcomb on Friday
announced he would deploy 50 Indi-
ana National Guard soldiers to
Texas’ border with Mexico, “effec-
tive immediately.” The move might
be more than a political gimmick if
he was also supportive of  the Senate
deal. But his slippery Indy Star edi-
torial on Monday avoids overtly
expressing that support, in a nod to
MAGA rage. 

The GOP wants to continue fund-
ing Israel’s campaign to decimate
Hamas. Ironically, the Jewish hate
of  which I’m most familiar in Amer-
ica has historically also come from
the political right. 

Which brings me back to the
Super Bowl.

Stand up to Jewish Hate also had
a good spot during the game, featur-
ing Dr. Clarence B. Jones. He was
one of  the original drafters of  Dr.
Martin Luther King’s iconic, “I
Have a Dream” speech. Yep, it was
another good ad filled with imagery
detailing the peril of  all kinds of
hatred, including anti-Muslim hate,
and the benefits of  a better
approach to life. 

These ads are so much more inter-
esting than someone trying to sell
me a car or make me feel better
about a car I already bought. 

From the Hebrew Bible, “There’s
no peace, said the lord, for the
wicked.” Especially when they don’t
want peace and are too ignorant to
see they actually are the wicked
ones. 

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and

a communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Trump keeps pushing angry ideas
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Grappling questions

1) What country does four-time Olympic gold
medalist wrestling Mijaín López represent?

2) In the WWE, Indianapolis was the site of the
debut, split and reunion of what popular stable?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Cuba
2) The Shield
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

100 JOBS WANTED 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

190 FARMERSCLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191  

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
16th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING:

Brad Rindler – 419-584-
6356

Cole Luthman – 937-
658-1380

Please call by Feb. 22 to
Assure Advertising

WE WILL BE TAKING IN
EQUIPMENT

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
before the sale

No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH

23rd, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:  

7136 N 650 E. BRYANT,
IN.

OPEN HOUSE: 
Sunday, March 10TH
from 1-3 pm, or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

80 Acres in Section 7,
Wabash Township. To
be offered in tracts and

combinations.
Tract 1: 2.5 Acres with 3
bed, 2 bath brick ranch
style home containing
1792 sq ft finished living
area. Attached 2 car

garage, central air, lofted
barn, detached
garage/grainery.

Tract 2: 66 Acres Practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 3: 2.4 Acres practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 4: 7 Acres Wooded
with access on CR 650

E.
TRACTOR – ANTIQUES

– MISC
Farmall A Tractor with
cycle bar mower, belly
mower and blade. 5 gal-
lon milk can. CC saw.
Chicken crate. Old
gates. Walking plows.
Old toys. Tinker toys

and games.  Hand paint-
ed lamp globe.

OWNER: Laux Trust-
Thomas J. Laux Trustee
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH

9th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:

4023 S 800 W. RED-
KEY, IN.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1: 25 Acres in Sec-
tion 5, Jefferson Town-
ship with 23 acres till-
able, balance being non-

tillable and road
frontage.

Tract 2: 9.6 Acres in
Section 6, Jefferson

Township. Practically all
tillable. For more infor-
mation phone auction-
eers. Land will be sold
at 4023 S 800 W, Red-

key IN.
TRUCK – TRACTOR -
FARM EQUIPMENT –

MISC
Bambauer hog manure
hyd. hose reel, PTO

driven on transport. PTO
hog manure pump. Wil-
son 45’ hopper bottom
grain trailer. 1000-500-
300 gallon fuel tanks.
Work benches.

ANTIQUES – HOUSE-
HOLD

Plastic Marathon sign.
Garden plows. Garden
planter. Oil cans. Maytag
washer and dryer. Gladi-
ator refrigerator. Full line
of household furnishings

and furniture.
OWNER: Anita Orr,
Wade Weesner POA
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip & Auc-
tionsoft for more photos.

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 
DEPENDABLE driver for
Amish crew. Willing to
work with a crew.  Four-
door HD truck with ability
to pull trailers.  Call Tim
at 214-629-5154  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

The Commercial Review
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR

$695
GET ONE FOR

$350
Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED 
REAL ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE Sheriff’s file number:

Date of sale: 3/7/2024 10:00 AM
PUBLISHER’S NAME/COUNTY: 

THE COMMERCIAL REVIEW-JAY COUNTY
Judgment to be Satisfied: $70,875.00

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Superior Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.

38C01-2211-MF-000022 
Plaintiff:  U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its individ-
ual capacity but solely as owner trustee for REO Trust 2017-RPL1

Defendant: Ronald Berry, et al.
Required me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with
interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder,
at the hour of 10:00 AM of said day as listed above, at, fee simple of
the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE IN JAY
COUNTY, IN THE STATE OF INDIANA, TO-WIT: LOT NUM-
BERED SIX IN THE THOMAS ADDITION TO THE TOWN, NOW
CITY, OF DUNKIRK, INDIANA. ALSO, THAT PORTION OF
THE VACATED ALLEY ADJOINING SAID LOT, MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: A PART OF A SIX-
TEEN AND FIVE TENTHS FOOT VACATED NORTH AND
SOUTH ALLEY MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOW, TO-WIT: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWESTERLY COR-
NER OF LOT #6 IN THOMAS ADDITION TO THE CITY OF
DUNKIRK, INDIANA, SAID POINT BEING THE NORTH-
EASTERLY CORNER OF SAID VACATED ALLEY RUNNING
THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ON THE WESTERLY LINE OF
SAID LOT #6 AND THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID VACATED
ALLEY SIXTY-FIVE FEET TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY COR-
NER OF SAID LOT #6, THENCE RUNNING NORTHWEST-
ERLY ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT #6 PRO-
DUCED NORTHWESTERLY EIGHT AND TWENTY-FIVE
HUNDREDTHS FEET TO THE CENTER LINE OF SAID VA-
CATED ALLEY; THENCE RUNNING NORTHEASTERLY AND
PARALLEL WITH THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT #6,
SIXTY-FIVE FEET TO A POINT IN THE NORTHERLY LINE
OF SAID LOT #6 PRODUCED WESTERLY; THENCE RUNNING
SOUTHEASTERLY ON SAID NORTHERLY LINE OF SAID LOT
#6 PRODUCED WEST EIGHT AND TWENTY-FIVE HUN-
DREDTHS FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
Parcel No. 38-09-08-402-009.000-014
Commonly Known as: 520 SOUTH MAIN STREET, DUNK.IRK,
IN 47336

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
This Notice shall also represent service of Notice of Sale of the
above-described real estate upon the owners, pursuant to require-
ments of IC 32-29-7-3.

Larry R. Newton
Sheriff of Jay County

Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-49)
Christopher J. Arlinghaus (31680-15)

Aaron Rodgers (28418-84)
Attorney

Reisenfeld & Associates LLC
(513) 322-7000

The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.

CR 2-3,10,17-2024 - HSPAXLP

Marion Young Farmers
Consignment Auction

Mercer Landmark, Chickasaw, Ohio
Between U.S. Rt. 127 & New Bremen 

on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH 16th
10:00 AM

PLEASE CONSIGN YOUR
EQUIPMENT WITH THE FOLLOWING:

BRAD RINDLER 419 584-6356
COLE LUTHMAN 937 658-1380

Please call by FEB 22 to assure advertising.
WE WILL BE TAKING IN EQUIPMENT

THURSDAY & FRIDAY BEFORE THE SALE
*NO ITEMS WILL BE CONSIGNED

SATURDAY MORNING*
Sale conducted by

COLDWATER AUCTION SERVICE
CR 2-7-2024
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  Public Notice
Portland Civil City, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2023

Number
Governmental Activities

001 Portland City Court $16, 189.08 $253,870.41 $242,307.17 $27,752.32
002 Criminal Investigative Funds $1,319.87 $0.00 $250.00 $1,069.87
101 GENERAL FUND $4,629,366.04 $4,528,376.49 $4,355,102.66 $4,802,639.87
176 ARP GRANT FUND

(AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN) $1,360,215.98 $0.00 $1,360,215.98 $0.00
201 MOTOR VEHICLE HIGHWAY $702,632.97 $1,112,880.70 $1,145,084.20 $670,429.47
202 LOCAL ROAD & STREET $72,096.11 $45,632.79 $6,610.32 $111,118.58
203 MVH RESTRICTED $196,186.18 $136,091.20 $110,995.03 $221,282.35
204 PARK & RECREATION $359,865.23 $393,970.85 $504,242.36 $249,593.72
205 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

INCOME TAX $1,188,930.42 $341,468.34 $387,212.40 $1,143,186.36
206 INSURANCE SURPLUS 

NON REVERTING $697,785.54 $1,279,095.70 $1,486,549.38 $490,331.86
207 POOL CONSTRUCTION FUND $95,829.00 $0.00 $0.00 $95,829.00
208 PARK DONATION FUND $2,059.40 $0.00 $0.00 $2,059.40
209 PORTLAND MEN'S SOFTBALL 

LEAGUE DONATION $300.00 $0.00 $0,00 $300.00
210 MAYOR'S ANNUAL GOLF OUTING $598.35 $6,333.00 $6,830.29 $101.06
211 POLICE CONTINUING 

EDUCATION $48,361.54 $11,840.00 $14,544.58 $45,656.96
212 POLICE BENEVOLENCE 

DONATION FUND $4,720.53 $3,050.00 $1,255.29 $6,515.24
213 TRADING CARD FUND $71.45 $0.00 $0.00 $71.45
215 RIVERBOAT 

WAGERING TAX REVENUE $418,848.90 $15,759.81 $0.00 $434,608.71
216 CONCESSIONS $97,445.34 $40,447.25 $22,745.90 $115,146.69
217 PORTLAND FORFEITURE FUND $817.62 $0.00 $0.00 $817.62
218 TIF  2007 ALLOCATION FUND $807,384.60 $367,642.39 $557,965.73 $617,061.26
219 TIF 2007 CONSTRUCTION 

FUND $46,703.95 $391,598.28 $387,351.38 $50,950.85
220 TIF 2007 DEBT 

SERVICE RESERVE FUND $192,768.00 $1,307.09 $0.00 $194,075.09
221 TIF 2007 BOND & INTEREST $173,271.63 $167,492.65 $168,000.00 $172,764.28
223 FIRE DEPT. 

INVESTIGATIVE FUND $45,391.92 $1,892.05 $864.85 $46,419.12
224 EDIT DOWNTOWN 

FACADE PROGRAM  $60,742.03 $0.00 $0.00 $60,742.03
225 TIF DOWNTOWN 

FACADE PROGRAM $27,582.31 $0.00 $0.00 $27,582.31
2257 OPIOID SETTLEMENT $5,759.29 $916.85 $6,676.14 $0.00
226 PARK BOND & INTEREST $160,156.62 $26,883.64 $128,493.97 $58,546.29
228 REVOLVING LOAN FUND $95,976.90 $3,876.47 $89.16 $99,764.21
2406 IDDC - PUBLIC ART GRANT $0.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $0.00
2407 IFA-GRANT $0.00 $902,000.00 $0.00 $902,000.00
242 DARE DONATION  FUND $7,388.89 $0.00 $6,000.00 $1,388.89
243 DNR GRANT - TRAILS PROJECT $72,205.25 $0.00 $0.00 $72,205.25
244 SMOKE DETECTOR 

DONATION FUND $990.07 $2,170.00 $36,95 $3,123.12
249 LOIT PUBLIC SAFETY FUND $307,898.05 $267,010.03 $206,458.49 $368,449.59
2521 PORTLAND STREET 

DEPT. NON REVERTING $34,619.00 $67,860.00 $2,993.14 $99,485.86
2534 MILESTONE RETAINAGE FUND $0,00 $18.412.34 $0,00 $18,412.34
2541 WATSON-RETAINAGE $0.00 $229,094.64 $0.00 $229,094.64
257 LOIT SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION $8,828.04 $0.00 $0.00 $8,828.04
262 DRUG FREE COMMUNITY 

FUND $5,312.98 $10.00 $3,280.00 $2,042.98
263 CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 

FUND $9,235.86 $0.00 $0.00 $9,235.86
320 SIDEWALK 

RECONSTRUCTION FUND $45,549.34 $23,754.20 $11,666.91 $57,636.63
325 BUILDING DEMOLITION FUND $37,995.17 $10,000.00 $0.00 $47,995.17
356 LOCAL ROAD & BRIDGE MATCHING 

GRANT FUND (CCG) $30,408.97 $345,231.34 $363,394.02 $12,246.29
357 HUDSON FAMILY PARK $184.05 $0.00 $0.00 $184.05
358 HUDSON FAMILY 

PARK DONATION $301.92 $0.00 $0.00 $301.92
359 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DONATION FUND $1,188.97 $3,350.00 $2,808.37 $1,730.60
401 CUM CAP IMP - CIG TAX $135,798.79 $11,472.05 $0.00 $147,270.84
406 CUMULATIVE CAPITAL 

DEVELOPMENT $665,377.71 $230,848.50 $78,344.41 $817,881.80
407 CUMULATIVE CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT RATE $837,076.82 $136,916.32 $616,684.92 $357,308.22
408 PORTLAND FIRE

DEPT NON REV. EQUIPMENT  $391,835.18 $82,171.41 $9,744.00 $464,262.59
429 AIP 3-18-0068-15 

Runway Design Phase 2 $2,295.37 $0,00 $0.00 $2,295.37
430 AIP 3-18-0068-019- 2020 RUNWAY 

EXT GR/ DR; PAV/ LTG $0,00 $4,359.76 $4,359.76 $0.00
4531 AIP 3-18-0068-023-2022  $0,00 $47,628.78 $46,661.14 $967.64
4532 AIP 3-18-0068-021-2021 $0.00 $292,207.43 $289,207.44 $2,999.99
4533 AIP 3-18-0068-024-2023 $0.00 $10,138.00 $7,852.11 $2,285.89
4600 DONATION FUND - SAFE 

HAVEN BABY BOX  $1,246.00 $1.422.62 $660.00 $2,008.62
500 RAINY DAY FUND $443,588.29 $0,00 $0,00 $443,588.29
609 SANITATION FUND $252,888.75 $209,297.64 $68,906.61 $393,279.78
610 RECYCLING FUND $34,701.65 $0.00 $0.00 $34,701.65
622 AVIATION $361,700.07 $192,619.04 $189,328.78 $364,990.33
663 AVIATION FUEL FUND $215,910.83 $407,522.93 $380,841.44 $242,592.32
699 REDKEY CITY FINES $7,900.00 $4,735.00 $12,550.00 $85.00
700 DUNKIRK CITY FINES $138.00 $297.00 $357.00 $78.00
702 FIRE PENSION FUND $191,587.87 $116,721.19 $127,524.17 $180,784.89
703 POLICE PENSION FUND $87,427.95 $65,051.52 $69,034.34 $83,445.13
705 COURT COSTS DUE COUNTY $1,078.00 $14,238.00 $13,412.00 $1,904.00
706 USER FEE FUND-COURT 

CONT EDUCATION  $735.18 $3,852.00 $3,636.00 $951.18
707 CASH CHANGE & PETTY CASH $1,175.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,175.00
708 COURT CLERK'S 

RECORD PERPETUATION $30,391.65 $5,830.00 $3,270.00 $32,951.65
709 COURT DEFERRAL PROGRAM $226.00 $6,197.02 $6,257.02 $166.00
807 PAYROLL FEDERAL WITHHOLDING $0.00 $276,944.32 $276,944.32 $0.00
808 PAYROLL FICA/SS WITHHOLDING $0.00 $260,210.77 $260,210.77 $0.00
809 PAYROLL MEDICARE 

WITHHOLDING $0.00 $94,260.23 $94,260.23 $0.00
810 PAYROLL STATE WITHHOLDING $0.00 $110,787.47 $110,787.47 $0.00
811 PAYROLL COUNTY WITHHOLDING $0.00 $81,671.34 $81,671.34 $0.00
812 PAYROLL PERF $0.00 $321,230.01 $321,230.01 $0.00
813 PAYROLL POLICE PENSION $0.00 $143,976.06 $143,976.06 $0.00
814 PAYROLL FIRE PENSION $0.00 $102,002.94 $102,002.94 $0.00
850 PAYROLL AFLAC/AFLAC TX $0.00 $18,499.38 $18,499.38 $0.00
851 PAYROLL DIRECT DEPOSIT $0.00 $2,591,724.00 $2,591,724.00 $0.00
853 PAYROLL CHILD SUPPORT $0.00 $14,539.00 $14,539.00 $0.00
854 PAYROLL DENTAL INSURANCE $0.00 $20,264.07 $20,264.07 $0.00
855 PAYROLL PATRIOT FITNESS $0.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $0.00
857 PAYROLL UNITED WAY $0.00 $1,443.00 $1,443.00 $0.00
858 PAYROLL HEALTH INSURANCE $0.00 $57,800.00 $57,800.00 $0.00
859 PAYROLL INDIANA FARM BUREAU $0.00 $93.96 $93.96 $0.00

WASTEWATER 
606 SEWAGE UTILITY

OPERATING $855,321.36 $3,096,765.26 $2,472,008.16 $1,480,078.46
608 SEWAGE UTILITY 

DEPRECIATION $1,066,452.35 $0.00 $134,571.95 $931,880.40
612 SEWAGE DEBT 

SERVICE RESERVE JULY $644,243.48 $33,300.51 $0.00 $677,543.99
613 SEWAGE BOND & INTEREST $498,612.18 $623,838.42 $606,902.50 $515,548.10

WATER 
601 WATER UTILITY OPERATING $3,070,978.06 $1,281,293.00 $1,368,450.77 $2,983,820.29
603 WATER UTILITY 

DEPRECIATION & IMP. $652,427.03 $105,215.04 $245,040.00 $512,602.07
604 WATER UTILITY 

METER DEPOSIT $259,648.25 $32,050.00 $25,627.49 $266,070.76
Total All Funds $22,782,245.18 $22,121,953.50 $22,377,903.23 $22,526,295.45

CR-2-17-2024 - HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on February 27, 2024 at the
Court House, Auditorium,    in
the city of Portland in said
county, to investigate the pro-
priety of holding an alcoholic
beverage permit by the appli-
cants listed herein to wit:

RC3800038 Beer Wine &

Liquor Fraternal Club
RENEWAL
AMERICAN LEGION POST
227 118 W. COMMERCE ST.
Dunkirk IN
D/B/A AMERICAN LE-
GION #227

CR 2-17-2024-HSPAXLP
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Book Your
Special
Occasion
Today!

Portland Lions Civic Center

To see the building, call Rob Weaver
at (260) 251-1863

Huge Lighted Parking Lot
Handicap Accessible
Commercial Kitchen

Weddings - Birthdays
All Kinds of Parties

Craft Shows - Business Meetings

JAY-RANDOLPH DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

JRDS is a private, nonproÀt 
organization that provides residential, 
community and center based services 

for people with special needs.
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MINSTER, Ohio — The
Indians survive for another
week.

The Fort Recovery High
School boys bowling team
combined for 3,740 pins at
the OHSAA Division II sec-
tional bowling tournament
at Community Lanes in
Minster on Thursday to net
third place and move on to
the district tournament.

The top four teams
advanced to the district
tournament at Star Lanes
in Port Clinton, Ohio,
along with the top four
individuals not on advanc-
ing teams. The Indians fin-
ished in third behind Cold-
water (4,340) and St. Henry
(3,813) and just ahead of
Minster (3,690).

Lucas Acheson put
together the strongest day
with 631 pins over three
individual games, to place
third among all bowlers.
Acheson rolled the only
perfect game at the section-
al, striking all 12 times in
his second game.

Nate Jutte also had a
strong day with an average
pinfall of  191.3 to finish
with the sixth-best per-
formance.

The Patriots will spend almost
all of  today competing in conso-
lation races.

Matthew Fisher was the lone
member of  the host Jay County
High School’s boys swim team to
qualify for a sectional champi-
onship race during the prelimi-
naries Thursday.

The top eight swimmers in
each event from Thursday’s pre-
liminaries will compete in cham-
pionship races beginning at 1
p.m. today. The next eight will
swim in the consolation finals.
(Diving preliminaries begin at 9
a.m. today.)

Based on preliminary results,
which do not include diving,
JCHS is projected to finish last in
the 11-team field behind South
Adams and Blackford. Bluffton is
heavily favored to win its first
sectional title, with Delta about
100 points behind in the runner-
up spot.

Fisher saved the Patriots from
getting shut out of  the finals in
the third-to-last race of  the
evening. He earned the No. 7 seed
in the 100-yard backstroke, post-
ing a time of  1 minute, 5.66 sec-
onds.

The sophomore was also the
No. 13 seed for the 200 individual
medley.

Jay County came up one spot
short of  a berth in the champi-

onship race in both the 200 med-
ley relay and 400 freestyle relay.
The team of  Peyton Yowell, Lin-
coln Clamme, David Keen and
Fisher was ninth in 1:55.83 in the
medley while Blackford claimed
the last spot in the finals at
1:55.24. The gap was wider in the
400 freestyle, with Joseph Dow,
Yowell, Fisher and Clamme fin-

ishing almost 13 seconds behind
eighth-seeded Muncie Central in
4:06.34.

In the 200 freestyle relay, Hugo
Gutierrez, Kamdyn Carter, Keen
and Dow had a time of  1:51.2 for
10th.

Dow, Yowell, Clamme and
Keen all claimed spots in two
consolation races. Dow is the No.

11 seed for both the 200 freestyle
and 500 freestyle while Yowell is
13th in the 50 freestyle and 14th
in the 100 freestyle. Clamme
picked up the No. 14 seed in the
100 breaststroke and No. 16 seed
in the 100 freestyle, and Keen is
the No. 15 seed in the 100 butter-
fly and No. 16 seed in the 200
freestyle.

Fisher makes finals as lone Patriot

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Joseph Nichols, a sophomore at Jay County High School, swims the 100-yard
butterfly at the IHSAA boys swim sectional at Jay County on Thursday. Nichols finished 22nd
in the event with a time of 1 minute, 35.79 seconds.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
Three Indians were hon-
ored for their time served
before they took on the
Rangers.

All three found ways to
contribute to a win in their
final game on the Indians’
home floor.

Kensey Gaerke, Saige
Leuthold and Cali Wendel
combined for 24 points in
the Fort Recovery High
School girls basketball
team’s 46-29 win over the
New Knoxville Rangers in
the regular season finale
Thursday afternoon.

“Awesome way to go out
on senior night, being able
to get all our seniors in and
get them to contribute in
big ways,” FRHS coach
Tyler Deitsch said.
“Whether if  that’s emotion-
ally with Kensey and how
we started the game, or Cali
and Saige being able to get
double figures to push the
lead where we needed it to
and control the tempo.”

The Indians (8-14, 3-6
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence) and the Rangers (3-19,
1-8 MAC) started the game
with a truce to trade open
baskets to give Gaerke the
chance to score one final
time. The FRHS senior suf-
fered a knee injury Dec. 2,
keeping her out for the sec-
ond season in a row.

All three seniors con-
tributed to the score as
Leuthold tipped the ball to
Wendel, who relayed it to
Gaerke for the lay-in.
Deitsch called timeout after
the bucket to let Gaerke
take a moment with her
teammates and leave the
floor to an ovation.

“It was a very special
moment and bittersweet,
but it felt good to have that
chance again,” Gaerke said.
“This was the last moment
I got with my teammates, so
it was hard. … I definitely
think it’ll be a good memo-
ry.”

While Gaerke got her two
points for free, Leuthold
had to earn all 10 of  hers.
Leuthold had to deal with
two of  the MAC’s best
rebounders and shot block-
ers in Brynn Egbert and
Addi Albers.

As of  Feb. 7, Egbert was
second in blocked shots
with 24 – just in front of
Leuthold with 20 – and fifth
in rebounding with 144 –
also one spot in front of
Leuthold with 132. Albers
co-led the MAC with 176
rebounds as well.

To combat the strong
frontline, Leuthold stepped
out to hit a pair of  threes
and another jumper from
the short corner. The only
basket inside came on a
play that Leuthold sealed
the fronting Egbert to
receive a pass from Karlie
Niekamp for a layup.

“I think it was just adren-
aline and knowing I should
perform tonight, so that
helped me stay focused,”
Leuthold said. “My game
play was just to give it
everything because I would
never play in this gym
again, so I wanted to leave
it out on the floor.”

Leuthold paired her 10
points with a game-high
nine rebounds, just topping
Albers at eight.

Wendel had a strong
fourth quarter, scoring
seven of  her 12 points in the
final period. The senior tied

with Niekmap for the most
points. Albers finished
with the most for New
Knoxville at 10.

Fort Recovery took
advantage of  the Rangers
at the start of  each period.

The teams traded baskets
in the first to tie at 11
apiece, but dominated the
first four minutes of  the
second, third and fourth.

The Indians outscored
the Rangers 27-9 in the first

four minutes of  all the
quarters combined.

“It’s a big thing coming
out of  breaks,” Deitsch
said. “Definitely like to see
where we’re at defensively
and make adjustments to
what we saw over the previ-
ous stretch.

“We try to turn that into
opportunities for us,
whether that’s going after
traps or finding certain
players to attack. Digging
in our heels defensively to
stack stops on top of  each
other is important.”

Deitsch said he wanted
his team to limit the
Rangers’ penetration. For
the most part, the Indians
did that in the final three
quarters. Of  the seven
NKHS field goals over that
stretch, only two came off
of  penetration. The other
five resulted from two
offensive rebounds, two
quick jump shots by Avery
Albers and an out-of-
bounds play.

Fort Recovery rides the
victory into the postseason,
as it travels to Wayne Trace
on Thursday. The win also
secures a tie with Coldwa-
ter for seventh place in the
MAC, two spots up from
last year’s  finish.

“It’s just awesome to see
how much the team cares
about each other,” Deitsch
said. “The emotion they
had for Kensey when she
hit that bucket, and her
coming off  the court was a
special moment that she’ll
definitely remember forev-
er, and I think the rest of
the team will as well. I
think that fueled a bit of
emotion and a spark for the
team to go just a bit extra
tonight.”

Tribe
bowlers
move on

One shining moment
Tribe seniors all contribute in regular season finale

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

FRHS senior Kensey Gaerke puts up the
first layup in the Indians’ 46-29 win over New
Knoxville on Thursday. After suffering an injury in early
December, Gaerke got to score the opening points as
the teams agreed to trade buckets.

Fort Recovery Indians vs.
New Knoxville Rangers

Girls varsity summary

New Knoxville (3-19, 1-8 MAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Bambauer 0-0 0-0 0
AvAlbers 4-9 0-0 8
Wellman 1-6 0-0 2
Egbert 2-7 4-5 9
AdAlbers 5-9 0-0 10
Wingler 0-4 0-0 0
Homan 0-1 0-0 0
Gottschalk 0-3 0-0 0
Totals 12-39 4-5 29

.308 .800
Def. rebound percentage: .600

Fort Recovery (8-14, 3-6 MAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Niekamp 4-11 4-6 12
Guggenbiller 3-9 0-3 6
Wendel 5-15 1-2 12
Leuthold 4-9 0-0 10
Schoenlein 0-0 0-0 0
Mhlnkmp 1-2 2-2 4
Gaerke 1-1 0-0 2
Homan 0-2 0-0 0
Schmitz 0-0 0-0 0
Willman 0-0 0-0 0
Tobe 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 18-49 7-13 46

.367 .538
Def. rebound percentage: .679

Score by quarters:
New Knx. 11 3 8 7 —29
Ft. Rec. 11 9 12 14—46

3-point shooting: New Knoxville
1-15 (Egbert 1-2, AvAlbers 0-1,
AdAlbers 0-1, Gottschalk 0-2, Well-
man 0-3, Wingler 0-3). Fort Recov-
ery 3-15 (Leuthold 2-4, Wendel 1-
8, Niekamp 0-1, Guggenbiller 0-1).

Rebounds: New Knoxville 27
(AdAlbers 8, Egbert 6, AvAlbers 4,
team 4m Gottschalk 2, Bambauer,
Wellman, Wingler). Fort Recovery
31 (Leuthold 9, Niekamp 5, team
5, Wendel 4, Muhlenkamp 3,
Homan 3, Guggenbiller 2).

Assists: New Knoxville 5 (Well-
man 2, Wingler, AdAlbers). Fort
Recovery 8 (Niekamp 5, Guggen-
biller, Wendel, Leuthold).

Blocks: New Knoxville 8 (Egbert
4, AdAlbers 2, AvAlbers,
Gottschalk).

Personal fouls: New Knoxville
17 (AvAlbers 5, AdAlbers 5, Egbert
3, Wingler 3, Wellman). Fort Recov-
ery 10 (Guggenbiller 3, Niekamp 2,
Wendel 2, Leuthold 2, Homan).

Turnovers: New Knoxville 18.
Fort Recovery 14.

Box score



Local schedule
Today       

Jay County — Boys wrestling state at
Ford Center – 10 a.m.; Boys swimming
hosts sectional – 1 p.m. (diving preliminar-
ies – 9 a.m.)

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at Tri-
Village – 6 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high swimming at

Norwell – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys basketball vs. Win-

chester – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Saturday

7:30 a.m. — Premier League: Liverpool
at Brentford (USA)

10 a.m. — College softball: Georgia at
Florida State (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Premier League: Arsenal at
Burnley (USA)

10:30 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Daytona 500 (FS1)

11:30 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
United Rentals 300 (FS1)

12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Texas A&M at Alabama (ESPN); Wake For-
est at Virginia (ESPN2)

12:30 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings
at Boston Bruins (ABC)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League:
Chelsea at Manchester City (NBC)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Creighton at Butler (FOX); Richmond
at George Washington (USA)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Texas at Houston (CBS)

1:30 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series:
Daytona (FS1)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Duke at Florida State (ESPN); Valparaiso at
Missouri State (Bally Indiana)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Saint Joseph’s at Duquesne (USA)

3 p.m. — NHL: Edmonton Oilers at Dal-
las Stars (ABC)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Genesis Invi-
tational (CBS)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Marquette at UConn (FOX); Mississippi Val-
ley State at Cleveland State (CBS)

4 p.m. — Track and field: U.S. Indoor
Championships  (NBC)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Kansas at Oklahoma (ESPN)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Iowa State at Texas (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — NHL: Nasvhille Prediotrs at
St. Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

5 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: Unit-
ed Rentals 300 (FS1)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Illinois at Maryland (FOX)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Kentucky at Auburn (ESPN); Baylor at West
Virginia (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
DePaul at Providence (FS1)

8 p.m. — NHL: Philadelphia Flyers at
New Jersey Devils (ABC)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Michigan State at Michigan (FOX); Yale at
Princeton (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NBA All-Star Saturday Night
(TNT)

8 p.m. — UFC (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Arizona State at Arizona (FS1)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Colorado at USC (ESPN)
11:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Nevada at UNLV (FS1)

Sunday
12 a.m. — UFC: Alexander Volkanovski

vs. Ilia Topuria (ESPN)
9 a.m. — Premier League: Brighton &

Hove Albion at Sheffield United (USA)
9:30 a.m. — College softball: Texas at

Northwestern (ESPN2)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League: Man-

chester United at Luton Town (USA)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Florida Atlantic at South Florida (ESPN);
Wichita State at Charlotte (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Michigan State at Michigan (BTN)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Purdue at Ohio State (CBS)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Georgia at South Carolina (ABC)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Bradley at Northern Iowa (ESPN2); Murray
State at Drake (Bally Indiana)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Virginia Tech at Louisville (ESPN)

2:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Day-
tona 500 (FOX)

3 p.m. — NHL: New York Rangers at
New York Islanders (ABC)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Northwestern at Indiana (FS1)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: The Genesis Invi-
tational (CBS)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Memphis at SMU (ESPN)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Texas Tech at Baylor (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Seton Hall at St. John’s (FS1)

6 p.m. — College softball: UCLA at UCF
(ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Rutgers at Minnesota (BTN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Utah at UCLA (FS1)

8 p.m. — NBA All-Star Game (TNT)
8 p.m. — College softball: Florida State

at Tennessee (ESPN)

Monday
12 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Creighton at UConn (FOX)
1 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple Leafs at

St. Louis Blues (ESPN)
2 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Indiana at Illinois (FOX)
3:30 p.m. — NHL: Detroit Red Wings at

Seattle Kraken (ESPN)
5:30 p.m. — College gymnastics: Utah

at UCLA (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: Vir-

ginia at Virginia Tech (ESPN)
7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Notre Dame at Duke (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — PVF volleyball: San Diego

Mojo at Vegas Thrill (FOX)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Kansas State at Texas (ESPN); North Car-
olina Central at Norfolk State (ESPN2)

Tuesday
2:30 a.m. — Premier League: Brent-

ford at Manchester City (USA)
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions: Atletico

Madrid at Inter (CBS)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Butler at Villanova (FS1)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Syracuse at N.C. State (ESPN2); Arkansas
at Texas A&M (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Wisconsin at Minnesota (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
UConn at Creighton (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Baylor at BYU (ESPN); TCU at Texas Tech
(ESPN2)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Northwestern at Nebraska (BTN)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: San Jose State at Boise State (FS1)
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Sports on tap

Continued from page 10
“We’re excited to see what

both of  those guys can go do
tomorrow.”

The 18th-ranked Rowles (32-10)
found himself  in some trouble
early in his 126-pound opener as
No. 7 Layne Horn (44-2) of
Rochester caught him with a sin-
gle-leg takedown. He worked it
into an arm bar/half  nelson
combination in an effort to get a
first-period pin, but the Patriot
senior fought it off  and scored a
reversal at the 34-second mark.

Horn went up again with an
escape and pushed his lead to 5-2
with a takedown 1:20 into the
second period, but Rowles
almost immediately reversed it
into a headlock and two-point
near fall. Another headlock
reversal midway through the
third period put Rowles in con-
trol 9-5 and he carried that mar-
gin to his state medal.

“He kind of  shot into my head
a little bit, kinda rung me up,”
said Rowles, looking back at his
first-period predicament. “It
took me a second to reset. But I
just reset and decided I was just
going to score the next point and
just keep on scoring and try to
score more than he does.”

“I’m able to throw really well
from bottom,” he added. “He was
able to let me get my hips out
and just hook arms and do what
I do best.”

In taking on Lawrence North’s
Blake Jones (29-8) in the 138-
pound bracket, Wood was what
he has been all year  — patient,

technical, dominant.
It took him more than a

minute to get his first takedown
as Jones tried to keep him at bay,
but then he finished a single-leg
takedown for a 2-0 lead. He ran a
half-nelson for a two-point near
fall in the final five seconds of
the first period and never looked
back.

A reversal and three-point
near fall put Wood up 9-0 in the
second period. He was ahead 11-
0 in the third before finally he
allowed Jones an escape, but
then added two more takedowns
to complete a 15-2 major deci-
sion.

“Tony did a really nice job,”
said Myers. “He kind of  worked
with what he gave him. He loves
to say, ‘Let’s just score points.
Let’s find a way to score points.’
And that’s what he does. I think
that’s, mentally, the best mindset
you can have. Just go score the
next points.”

With their wins, Rowles and
Wood gave JCHS two state
medalists in the same wrestling
season for the first time since
Mason Winner and Gaven Hare
both finished eighth in 2018. If
either wins this morning and
makes it to the semifinal round,
it will mark the first time a
JCHS wrestler has been that
deep in the state finals since
Eric Hemmelgarn in 2014. The
last Patriot to wrestler for a state
championship was Casey Ken-
ney in 2008.

Both have big goals, and Wood
has not been shy about saying

his mission this weekend is a
state championship.

What is the key to making that
happen?

“Not making the moment big-
ger than it is,” said Wood, who is
now 45-0. “I mean, at the end of
the day, it’s a wrestling match,

on a mat, circle in the middle.
Don’t make the moment bigger
than it is and wrestle to my capa-
bility.”

OSSIAN — The Patriots cut the
deficit to six points in the fourth
quarter.

Turnovers, missed shots, and a
run by the Knights put the game
away late.

The Norwell Knights went on a 11-
6 run to finish the game and take
down the Jay County High School
boys basketball team 49-38 on Fri-
day night.

Norwell (12-8) got to the free-
throw line with ease late in the
game. Six of  its final 11 points com-
ing at the foul line, shooting 6-for-8.
The other five points came on a
layup by Ashton Federspeil and an
Owen Wallis three.

Jay County shot a perfect 9-for-9 at
the charity stripe, but it wasn’t
enough to counter 15-of-18 freebies
for the Knights.

“Give them credit,” JCHS coach
Jerry Bomholt told WPGW’s Rob
Weaver in a post-game interview.
“They’re good free throw shooters
and took advantage when we tried
to go press and spread us out.”

Federspeil dominated the Patriots
(7-12) with a game-high 18 points. He
hit three of  his six field goals in the
first quarter, while also reaching
the foul line four times where he
knocked down six points. Norwell
also boasted the game’s second lead-
ing scorer in Cade Shelton with 11
points.

The Patriots’ strongest run start-

ed near the end of  the third quarter,
when Liam Garringer drilled a 3-
pointer to cut the lead to 14. Baskets
by Gradin Swoveland and Wesley
Bihn got Jay County within 11 as
the fourth quarter began.

After a pair of  Cohen Bailey free
throws, Jay County went on a 7-0
run with another basket from Bihn,
free throws by Swoveland and a
Parker Nichols 3-pointer that offi-
cially cut the lead to six before the
Knights regained control of  the
game.

Jay County matched Norwell for
27 points in the second half, but
struggles in the second quarter put
the Patriots behind. Only Nichols
and Levi Muhlenkamp found the
bottom of  the net to total four
points, while a triple from Wallis,
and baskets by Federspiel and Shel-
ton netted nine points.

Norwell also earned a six-point
advantage in the first quarter as Jay
County only got seven combined
points from Nichols, Ben Crouch
and Eli Dirksen.

None of  the Patriots broke double
figures. Gradin Swoveland was the
closest with nine, followed by seven
from Nichols off  the bench.

Both teams committed 10
turnovers in the game, but Norwell
had a healthy advantage on the
glass, out-rebounding Jay County
21-13.

The Patriots’ primary struggle

came at the offensive end of  the
floor, shooting 29.5% (13-44) from the
field.

“I just asked them, ‘raise your
hand if  you missed a shot tonight in
the game that we practiced every
day,’” Bomholt said. “Every kid
raised their hand. That’s how close
we are. We can now take care of  the
ball pretty well, but we missed so
many shots inside.

“You don’t often have the opportu-
nity to beat Norwell on their home
floor and we almost did but couldn’t
do it.”

Junior varsity
After leading for the entire second

half, Jay County fell to the Knights
37-36.

Caiden Petrie hit a late three, to
give Norwell the lead. It was only
his second basket of  the game – his
first came in the second in the form
of  another triple.

Nick McBride also fueled the
comeback with 14 second-half
points, nine of  which came in the
closing period.

Cole Forthofer and Drew Scheme-
naur led the Patriots with 12 each.
All of  Schemenaur’s points came
from beyond the arc, while
Forthofer worked inside it for five
buckets and two free throws.

Schemenaur had Jay County’s
only points in the final period as
Norwell outscored it 14-3.

Two ...

Norwell pulls away late 

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Undefeated Tony Wood (45-0) of Jay County controls Lawrence North’s Blake Jones in
their 138-pound opener Friday. Wood had an 11-0 lead in the third period before finally allowing an
escape as he rolled to victory with a 15-2 major decision. Ranked fourth in the state, Wood will
take on No. 13 Justice Thornton of Columbus North in the quarterfinal round this morning.

Knights hit eight free throws in fourth to defeat Patriots
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Patriots fall late to Norwell
after 11-6 run in fourth,
see story page 9

Wood and Rowles compete
at state championship,

see Sports on tap

Two-for-two
Rowles and Wood earn state medals

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

EVANSVILLE — The Patri-
ots’ two seniors wrestled
matches that were not at all
alike.

One found himself  in some
difficult spots. The other was
in control the whole way.

Their results, though, were
the same.

They are both state medal-
ists.

Tony Wood continued his
dominant, undefeated run
while Cody Rowles scored the
bulk of  his points from the bot-
tom position Friday as the Jay
County High School class-
mates each earned state
medals with opening-round
wins in the IHSAA Wrestling
State Finals at the Ford Center.

“It feels pretty good,” said
Rowles, who had dropped his
first-round matches in each of
his previous two visits to the
state finals. “I’ve been saying
my whole life I was going to do
it, and it’s my final year. It just
feels good to finally do it and
not just be a Friday night exit.”

“It was good,” said Wood,
who placed seventh at 138
pounds last season and is
appearing in the state finals
for the fourth time. “I got the
job done, pretty much what
you’ve got to do on Friday
night. Now I’ve got to just
check weight, see where I am,
get ready for that Saturday
morning.”

Wood and Rowles will return
to the Ford Center this morn-
ing to wrestle in the quarterfi-
nals at 10 a.m. Wood’s next
match is against Columbus
North’s 13th-ranked Justice
Thornton (35-2), who upset No.
5 Welsey Smith (46-3) of  Ply-
mouth 7-6 in the opening
round. Rowles will take on
New Palestine’s Gunner Butt
(34-5), who is ranked 13th in
the 126-pound weight class.

Semifinals will immediately
follow the quarterfinals. Con-
solation matches for third,
fifth and seventh places will be
at 5:30 p.m., with state champi-
onship matches at 8:30 p.m.

The pair of  victories Friday
guaranteed Jay County multi-
ple state medalists for the first
time in six seasons.

JCHS coach Eric Myers often

talks about the wrestling roller
coaster, but on the opening
night of  the state finals there
was no downside.

“It was fun,” he said. “It feels

pretty darn good. … Any time
you can get two state medal-
ists, you’re pretty happy. …

“One of  the things that you
have to reiterate after the guys

… is now we’ve got to be
greedy. We’ve got to try and get
the next best one and keep try-
ing to climb that podium.

See Two page 9
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Jay County High School senior Cody Rowles drives his body into No. 7 Layne Horn of Rochester during their opening-
round match in the 126-pound bracket of the IHSAA Wrestling State Finals on Friday night at the Ford Center in Evansville.
Rowles, who is ranked 18th in the state, trailed 2-0 and 5-2 before scoring the final seven points of the match. He and
classmate Tony Wood became the first Patriot duo to win wrestling state medals in the same season since Mason Winner and
Gaven Hare in 2018.

BOWLING GREEN, Ohio
— The Indians will have to
wait to find out if  any of
them will make the trip to
Canton.

Teigen Fortkamp
claimed the highest finish
of  the Fort Recovery High
School swimmers at the
OHSAA Division II North-
west district swim meet on
Friday at Bowling Green
State University, but fell
just over five tenths of  a
second short of  being an
automatic qualifier for the
state championship.

The top three finishers in
each event at every district
automatically make the
state finals, while the other

20 spots are filled by the
best times among all six
district meets.

Fortkamp’s time of  25.13
seconds in the 50-yard
freestyle earned the sixth
spot at the meet. The FRHS
senior finished only 0.54
seconds behind Alayna
Biehl of  Castalia Margaret-
ta, who captured the final
automatic berth to state.

Fortkamp also placed
10th in the backstroke –
three spots behind her seed
– with a time of  1 minute,
1.35 seconds.

Joelle Kaup, captured a
pair of  top-15 finishes for
the Indians as well. She fin-
ished the 50 freestyle in
26.26 seconds to earn 14th
place, which outperformed
her seed line by 10 spots.
She also excelled in the 100
butterfly, placing 15th with
a time of  1:08.02.

As the lone boy to com-
pete in the district meet,
Sage Wendel took 13th in
the 100 butterfly, cutting his
time to under a minute at
57.41 seconds. He also had a

1:00.19 swim in the 100 back-
stroke.

The only other top-15 fin-
ish came from the 200 med-
ley relay made of
Fortkamp, Kaup, Paige
Guggenbiller and Allison
Knapke with a time of
2:00.26.

Guggenbiller was the
only other individual to
compete in an event. The
Fort Recovery senior
secured 23rd in the 100
breaststroke by finishing in
1:16.92.

The 400 freestyle relay of
Kaup, Guggenbiller,
Autumn Leuthold and
Nevaeh Lennartz combined
to place 21st in 1:54.58.

Tribe gets MAC win
NEW KNOXVILLE, Ohio

— The Indians are no
longer winless in confer-
ence play.

The Fort Recovery High
School boys basketball
team picked up its first
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence win as they beat the
New Knoxville Ranger 39-
34 Friday night.

Reece Guggenbiller led
the way for Fort Recovery
(7-13, 1-7 MAC) with 12
points. Half  of  his scoring
came in the fourth quarter,
as the Indians put up 11
points, as New Knoxville (4-
16, 0-8 MAC) could only
manage five.

Both teams entered the
fourth quarter at 27 points
before Fort Recovery put
the Rangers away.

The Indians had eight
players score, but only
three hit more than one
bucket. Troy Homan had
eight points and Briggs
Overman had seven.

This is only the third
time this season that FRHS
has been able to string
together two wins in a row,
and the first time since
Overman’s buzzer beater at
South Adams Dec. 22. They
will travel to Tri-Village
today before the regular
season finale at New Bre-
men Feb. 23.

Fortkamp secures sixth in 50-yard freestyle
FRHS
roundup


