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A new venture

People’s Choice will be back in 2024
thanks to your overwhelming response

Dear readers,

We knew after a successful first year that People’s Choice would still need some
changes in 2024. Little did we know how much change would occur.

With The Graphic Printing Company’s purchase of The News-Gazette and The News
Times in May, the concept of People’s Choice grew.

Instead of just adding a couple of categories and tweaking the rules slightly, we de-
cided to expand People’s Choice to include all of our publication areas.

The idea remains relatively simple:

*You vote for your favorites

*We tally the votes

*We recognize the winners in various categories in the “People’s Choice” special section

*We highlight the “best overall” in that same special section

That’s exactly what we’ve done.

In this section, you'll find the winners in each category. The awards are split into sec-
tions for each of our publication areas. For The Commercial Review’s readership area,
you will also get a list of other top vote-getters — they are listed in random order in the
categories that were part of this year’s People’s Choice balloting. For The News-Gazette
and The News Times, only winners are listed. (We plan to add other top vote-getters as
more votes come in from those communities in future years.)

As a result of People’s Choice, we have created a badge that all of your winners can
use in their advertising throughout the year.

We'd like to note that the businesses listed in this section came entirely by way of
your votes. This was not a multiple choice ballot in which we selected businesses. Each
category, instead, was open for voters to write in their favorites.

! Than ks for And, you'll find a feature on the “best overall” winners — Adams Physical Therapy and

. voting us #1 | carvantage.

\ Community When we put this idea together last year — it was not new, other papers had done it
5 Event! before — we weren’t sure what the response would be. We received hundreds of

. 1 votes.

h JRae In the second year, the novelty of this concept did not wear off. We had more than 700
Thanks for your support of ballots submitted online. For that, we are grateful.

= y = We also noticed this year that some businesses were using their social media presence
this years fall“, and for all of to push for votes. That’s great! We see it as an excellent way to both participate in this sec-

- ~~

the great memories. We look tion and to promote your business. (If your business didn’t win or make the “other top vote-
forward to seeing you again!

getters” list this year, asking for support during future contests is a great way to engage
customers and improve your chances.)

The advertiser response to this section has been strong again as well. For the second
year, the section is 32 pages, one of the largest we publish.

We thank you.

So, what is in store for the future?

We envision People’s Choice to continue to be a fixture in late February. It may con-
tinue to see tweaks. We may add new categories. We may make some categories re-
gional and some county specific, depending on the type of business involved. We may
find new features to add.

Ultimately, we hope this publication calls some attention to local businesses, organi-
zations, events and attractions that help to keep our community thriving.

And for you, our readers, we hope you might try the winners or other top vote-getters
that you have not considered before. Maybe you’ll find a new favorite clothing store,
community event or pizza based on the suggestions of those who voted this year.

Thank you for your support in this new venture, and we look forward to People’s
Choice 2025.

: Ray Cooney
5 / ‘ s President, editor and publisher
JAY COUNTY FAIR P.O. BOX 328 « PORTLAND, IN 47371 » 260-726-9616 The Graphic Printing Company




People’s Choice
Antique shop

Wheel and
o Spoke v
"\W\Antique Mall /

Additional top vote-getters
Country Creek Primitives
Corner Store Vintage
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Redkey Junktion

People’s Choice
Appliances

Ja-Mar TV,
o Appliance J .
W\ & Bedding

Additional top vote-getters
Strohl Appliance and Electronics
Liggett TV and Appliance

Advanced Auto
AutoZone

People’s Choice
Auto parts store

NAPA
o Portland (.
W\ Auto Parts

Additional top vote-getters

O'Reilly Auto Parts
Williams Auto Parts

Let’s Meet At...

EL CAMINO REAL
RESTAURANT

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

Located n MainStreet Market Plaza, Portland, IN
Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. -9 p.m. Fri.& Sat.11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Thanks for voting us
#1 restaurant (non-pizza) in Jay County!

We appreciate all the support you have
given us through the years!

HULL BROTHERS, INC.
FORT RECOVERY, OH

5 EEP‘I%NE 419-375-2827 CASE ’i’

www.hullbros.com
INDUSTRIAL AGRICULTURE

Our customers are the most important people in
our business and we appreciate your trust!

BROTHERS, INC.
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COMPASS

»/ WEALTH SOLUTIONS

Discover. Navigate. Create.

1425 West Votaw Street
Portland, IN 47371

We provide tailored wealth planning that is

'Thank you for voting us

best financial advisors!
We truly appreciate your support and trust.

Securities and investment advisory services through Osaic Wealth, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.

Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or
services referenced here are independent of Osaic.

Phone: (260) 766-0038

People’s Choice
Auto service
and repair

i Matt’s (v
Garage

Additional top vote-getters
Best One First Choice Auto Hopkins

1 Call Away Arm’s Auto Body Rich’s Auto Repair

People’s Choice

A Boutiquelclothing

The Loft
-« on Meridian J .

Additional top vote-getters
Closet Update Beauty Bar
Abracadabra Salon Sunshine Boutique

Deer Park Boutique
The Pink Barn

designed to create greater financial peace of mind.

People’s Choice
Car dealership

Glass
N2 | Capital (v
W\ Chrysler

Additional top vote-getters
Boolman Auto Sales
Moser Motors P&D Auto
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People’s Choice
Entertainment option

Crown City
Lanes

People’s Choice
Community event

Jay
o County
0 Fair

People’s Choice
Hair salon/barber

\ i

Beauty
Bar

Additional top vote-getters

4th of July Celebration
Additional top vote-getters Tri-State Antique Gas Engine and Tractor Show Additional top vote-getters
Arts Place Arts in the Parks Shear Inspirations
Hudson Family Park Cruisin’ the HoliJay Lights at thg Fairgrounds Salon Karma
. Feel the Warmth of Christmas
Jay County Civic Theatre Haute Harvest High Fashion Show Upperkut Salon and Spa
Jay County Fair Arts Place The Loft on Meridian
Rollin’ J Lanes Hope Fest Hair Candy
Valhalla Axe Hall Jay County Community Awards Wildfire Beauty Lounge

Pennville Pumpkin Festival
Winterfest

SERVICES
Haircuts
Color Services

Braids

BEAUZY + =
%W Pedicure
Extensions
Perms
Facials
Thank you for voting Waxing
us best hair and nail Microbiading
salon! We appreciate FEnineREh b evreiny:

your guys support!
@ beautybarsalon.glossgenius.com

9216 N Meridian St. Portland, IN 47371

D 260-729-3741

7

2P -
ProSpect Hc
Certified'Home Inspections — Mold Testing — Water Té"éif ng
Indoor Air Quality Testing = Pest Inspections

inspect_iﬁo.ns

Full color home inspection report printeds )
Free home maintenance book ar
Free Buy Back Guarantee Y
Free $10,000 Honor Guarangée"

4'..
o

y ’ ’ ner nspector . 5 3
SUARANTEE - {TXOP I W DO, Nicencor vioraoons e

TyleFMcAbee

sl = /lLicense# HI01400117
78 4 (260) 251-7338
s A it tyler@prospecthomeinspections.com
www.prospecthomeinspections.com

Make sure your new home is everything you expect it to be

with a professional home inspection. We’ll carefully evaluate

all of your home’s major systems and structural integrity to
ensure you are making a sound investment.
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Your One-Stop shop
and bedding needs!

Thank you for choosing us as
your #1 appliance store!

MAYTAG

V The brands you know.
V The service you frust.
V The value you deserve.

9“ TV, Appliance & Bedding

L)
SOURCE

Hiwy. 67 W, 1250 W. Votaw, Portland,IN+ 260-726-7809 e [

People’s Choice
Chiropractor

Clear Choice
Chiropractic

Additional top vote-getters
Schmit Chiropractic

for all of your appliance

People’s Choice
Coffee spot

Bizy
Dips

Additional top vote-getters
Grounded Cafe Hugs in Mugz Scooter’s

People’s Choice
Convenience
store

Pak-a-Sak

Additional top vote-getters
AgBest CountryMark Circle K
Casey’s Village Pantry



“The chance to help
e

Adams
Physical
Therapy

has served
patients
since 1999

By RAY COONEY
The Graphic Printing Company

Roy Adams started his
physical therapy practice
with about 1,500 square
feet in a building on the
north side of Portland.

Over two and a half
decades it has moved
and grown.

Adams Physical Ther-
apy, which won Best
Overall in The Graphic
Printing Company’s Peo-
ple’s Choice voting, now
has locations in Portland
and Winchester and con-
tinues to look for ways to
expand its services.

“l didn’t want people to
feel like they had to leave
town to get good care,’
said Adams, who opened
his practice in 1999.
“That’s one of the things
that I've strived through-
out to provide. And | think
that we provide services
that most of the larger
communities don’t do. ...

“l am passionate about
small communities. ... |
love my community.
These are my friends.
These are my neighbors.
| feel a very strong con-
nection and dedication to
continuing this service.”

Born and raised as a
preacher’s kid moving
around south Georgia,
Adams moved to Indiana
for a job after college and
found himself looking for

The Graphic Printing Company, February 2024 7

__ People’s Choice
h° Best "4
overall
Adams
oW e

a new position in 1999
when changes in the
medical industry led to
cutting staff. He consid-
ered other options but felt
he might be able to make
a better go of it on his
own, opening Adams
Physical Therapy at 1509
N. Meridian St., Portland.
(The site is now home to
D’Real Western Wear.) It
grew from a 1,500-
square-foot space to take
over the whole building
and then moved to its
current location at 111 W.
North St. in the final days
of 2006. In 2017, the
business added a second
location at 955 E. Wash-
ington St. (Indiana 32) in
Winchester.

In addition to Adams,
the practice includes Brid-
gette Welker, Lauren
Schott and Lexi Water-
man, all doctors of physi-
cal therapy, and physical
therapist Swathi lyer.
There are also six physi-
cal therapy assistants
and an athletic trainer on
the staff. The newest ad-
dition to the team is Ban-
ner, the therapy dog.

Adams Physical Ther-

Physical
Therapy /-

—

apy’s services include
treatment of a variety of
pain and sports injuries,
as well as rehabilitation
from surgery and acci-
dents.

“It's truly getting people
back finding their way
after they're lost with seri-
ous illness or injury,” said
Adams. “That’s the excit-
ing thing. ...

“It's just the challenge,
the chance to help ...
That’s the thing that | re-
ally get the most out of”

Shoulder and back pain
are two of the most fre-
quent issues the practice
sees. (Adams has his
own proprietary shoulder
rehabilitation program
and back rehabilitation
protocols, which focus
more on core stability and
an overall neurophysio-
logical outlook rather than
just strength building.)
Falls are also high on the
list.

To help those who ex-
perience falls or other-
wise have balance
issues, the rehabilitation
area is equipped with a
rail system that was in-
stalled eight years ago. It

9

The Graphic Printing Company/Ray Cooney

Athletic trainer Carly Hess works with Portland resident Bob Vance last week
at Adams Physical Therapy in Portland. Hess runs the practice’s Health-track pro-
gram, which is one of the various services it provides.

works with a harness to
prevent patients from
falling to the floor.

“This gives our patients
with walking difficulties
confidence when they’re
working on things and it
also protects our thera-
pists,” said Adams. “So
we can challenge them.”

Other services include
neurostimulation, balance
testing, orthotics, a high-

intensity deep tissue
laser, a machine that
serves as work simulation
and a virtual reality sys-
tem for those who are
dealing with dizziness is-
sues. Adams and lyer
have started doing dry
needling, with both are
working on a fellowship in
the practice that involves
using a needle to stimu-
late tissues for the man-

agement of pain and
other issues.

The practice has also
gotten heavily involved
with diagnostics —
Adams hopes to receive
the highest level of board
certification in that area
this summer — using
tools such as an ultra-
sound to determine the
cause of a patient’s pain.

See ‘Help’ page 11
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Jigni%eJ Ej—f pem‘ona‘
Funeral Services

We are
y here to ke/;o

you honor the
clzeriskea] memory

o][your

/oveal one.

Our staff of dedicated profe sionals ?availal)le to
assist you in malzing‘ funecral service arrangements.

From casket choices to funeral flowers, we will g‘ui(le
you through all aspects of the funeral service.

Fami/y Owned. Fami/y Focused.

—ﬂmn\ﬁs ]Eor clwoosing us as your #1 ]Eunera‘ home!

Williamson-Spencer

- ©p Penrod Funeral Home | PORTLAND and PENNVILLE
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E@TA“U”

_ [TON & RE!
PORTLAND In

Thanksforvotlng usyour#ﬂuctlon&keal!statel‘lm

“"Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1955

Visit us at LoyAuctionRealEstate.com

: 101 W. Main St Portland, IN 47371
260-726-2700
Oy Real EState LoyRealEstate@comcast.net
Auctlon AC #31600027
e Auction and Real Estate Licensed in Indiana & Ohio
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-y

The Graphic Printing Company

The Commercial Review
309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141

Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10am -4 pm

People’s Choice
Daycare

A Place
to Grow .

Additional top vote-getters
Melissa’s Half Praises Vicki’s
Pint Daycare and Pathways Playhouse

People’s Choice
Dentist’s office

George Family
Dentistry .

Additional top vote-getters
Cascio family Vormohr Family Dunn Family
Dental Care Dentistry Dental

People’s Choice
Doctor’s office

IU Health Jay
Family
Medicine

Additional top vote-getters

Jay County Family Practice Family First Healthcare
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‘Help’ ...

Continued from page 7

The practice’s Health-track
program serves as an addi-
tional option for patients.
Trainer Carly Hess works with
patients to increase muscle
and improve function while
also providing information on
nutritional needs. The cash
program is often one used
after a patient is discharged
from rehabilitation for mainte-
nance or continued improve-
ment.

“Some of our people are uti-
lizing the Health Track to help
maintain their function and ac-
tivity or increase it to be able
to do more,” said Adams. “And
also to lose weight. ... | think
that that’s a special program.”

He added that he feels older
folks tend to just deal with
pain, assuming it’s inevitable
with age.

“That’s not the case,” Adams
said. “It's amazing, the body’s
ability, even as we age ...

“We want to help them get
their lives back. We want to
help them get their independ-
ence back.”

The Graphic Printing Company/Ray Cooney

The diagnostics room at Adams Physical Therapy in Portland utilizes tools such as an ultrasound to determine what is causing
a patient’s pain. The practice offers a variety of services to help patients eliminate or manage pain as well as to recover from injuries.

While there are no plans to
add a third office to the prac-
tice, there may be other op-
tions for expansion. The
practice is considering getting
a van to offer mobile services.

There are also plans to ex-

pand in the area of women’s
health services.

In his mid-60s, Adams has
no plans to slow down. And
even when that time occurs,
he’s hopeful the practice have
staying power.

“l get up and I'm ready to
go,” he said. “I look forward. |
like seeing the patients. | like
seeing them improving. ...

“It's a little different now be-
cause it used to be just me.
But it’s also looking and

watching and helping to guide
and grow our staff to continue
to meet these needs too. |
know one day I’'m not going to
be here, but | hope Adams
Physical Therapy in some
form will continue.”

Adams Physical Therapy’s
Portland location is open from
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays.
Hours at the Winchester offi-
cer are from 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday.

Thank you for voting us #1 auto service and repair
b/
Matt’s Garage

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00am-5:30pm
Saturday: 8:00am-12:00pm

Sunday Closed

s e 1,
= T
D

205 W. Union St. Portland, IN 47371
Call us today!: Phone 260-726-8761 Fax 260-726-6461

BEHIND EVERY PROJECT IS A

Thuel/alue

Doing a remodel project or repair?
Stop by and check out out expanded inventory to serve you better!

* Paint * Lumber * Hardware * Plumbing

P i = {

Portland True Value
1100 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260.726.6263

Thank you for voting us the area’s best hardware store!
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People’s Choice
Gas station

Murphy

Oil

People’s Choice

Sculpt
Fitness

People’s Choice
Industry

FCC
(Indiana)

Additional top vote-getters

Additional top vote-getters

Patriot Fitness

Additional top vote-getters

AgBest Country Mark Fort Recovery Industries
Casey’s Jay County Barbell Club Joyce Dayton
Circle K JC Tumbling and Gymnastics MSSL Wiring
Pak-a-Sak Pioneer Packaging
Village Pantry Jay Community Center Tyson Foods

Jeneration Fitness

BEST
OVERALL
Adams 2=

Physical Therapy /%‘
Thank You! ,

Physical Therapy - Musculoskeletal Ultrasound -
Electro Diagnostics - Dry Needling - Medical Laser
Orthotics - Neuromuscular Stimulation

Health Screens Free of Charge

Portland

R Winchester
111 W. North St. 955 E. Washington St.
PH: 260.726.6828 PH: 765.584.3665

adamsptservices. com

7a 5 . .
(Advertise your landscaping or lawn care business

N

in all of our publications with
S Four 3x5 ads

| in The Commercial Review

Two 3x5 ads

in The News-Gazette

One 3x5 ad

in The News Times

One 3x5 ad

in The News and Sun

for $330

Reach customers in Blackford, Jay and

Randolph counties.
Advertise in Graphic Printing Newspapers

Or run two 3x5 ads for your landscaping or
lawn care business in the publication(s) of
your choice during March for:

The Commercial Review — $1 56
The News-Gazette — $ 1 45
he News Times - 5 1 20
The News and Sun - $ 1 20

/\ Ads must run in March
\ ates do not apply to special sections

Call (260) 726-8141 or emall ads@thecr com
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People’s Choice
|\ Farm implement sales

Hull
Brothers

Additional top vote-getters

Valentine Feed and Supply Tractor Supply

Bollenbacher
and Associates

People’s Choice
Financial adoisor

Compass
Wealth

Additional top vote-getters
Drew Houck Scott Benter
of Edward Jones of Edward Jones

People’s Choice
Bank/credit union

Crossroads
.« \ Financial .
: FCU

Additional top vote-getters
First Bank of Berne First Financial Bank
First Merchants Bank Farmers State Bank

Your Family Smile-
Care Specialists

Thanks to your support,
we have been voted the Best Dentist!
Your confidence in our practice is truly
appreciated, and it motivates us to
continue providing exceptional
dental care.

Our affordable family plans make it

easy to take great care of your dental health,
even if you don’t have insurance. Call or
contact us online today for new patient
specials!

7 S_ 112N. Ship St. + Portland

george family (260) 726-4710
DENTISTRY
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FCC (INDIANA)

Here for our community, past,
present and future!

Established in 1988, starting with a
team of 13 Associates, FCC Indiana
has expanded 10 times with as many

as 810 Associates.

X FCC (INDIANA)
0 0» produces
automotive
(F c C ) transmission
parts
© o O for Honda,
A - Stellantis, Ford,
Sepy 0 GM,
ot Toyota andt ZF.

IJ'I‘Q

People’s Choice
Florist

The
-\  Flower
Nook

Additional top vote-getters
Reni’s
Heaven Scent Floral

Bricker’s Flowers
and More

People’s Choice
Funeral home

Williamson
| Spencer 2
N\ and Penrod /

Additional top vote-getters
Baird-Freeman MJS

Funeral Home Mortuaries

People’s Choice
Furniture

Medler’s
v L Furniture

Additional top vote-getters
TLS by Design

Clauser Furniture

Be You

Brockman and Boeckman
Funeral Home



People’s Choice
Greenhouse

Wagner’s

Additional top vote-getters
Bricker’s Flowers Cook’s M&W

and More Nursery Greenhouse

The Graphic Printing Company, February 2024
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People’s Choice
Hardware store

True
Value

Additional top vote-getters

Wangler ACE Hardware Citadel Supply

Hometown Hardware

People’s Choice
Home improvement

Mustard

‘ Seed ‘
W\ Remodeling /

Additional top vote-getters
Ace of Trades Citadel Supply
True Value Home Idea Center

Your One-Stops
Print Shop

We save you time and money

GRAPHIC

PRINTING

309 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

print@thecrcom

3R> £ 86255 S5 &2
< 252655, -
2seT0 00 R
w d - n
< e eslgn conv a“ >
O 0'0" "¢’~ O
22 - 225
) 1 /[
TR o~
SRR
SR> SR>

........

......

260-126-8141

Count on us for all of your
copying needs:

Flyers * Posters * Business Cardls * Carhonless Forms
Full-color or B & W Postcards * Brochures
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&L SufrFTNESS

Bring Out

the Best
IN Yourself

Sculpt Fitness opened its doors in 2019 and we have been growing ever since.
Fitness is our passion and we have used that passion to build a gym that
people of all fitness levels can feel welcome and comfortable in reaching their
goals. Whether you are a bodybuilder, figure competitor, gym rat, or someone
just trying to lose a few pounds, we have everything you need to reach your
goals in a clean, bright, positive environment. We have an excellent selection of
cardio and strength training machines that we have hand picked over the years
to provide endless options for our members.

Over 14 Years of Experience
e Certified Trainers
SN Certified Nutrition Specialist

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US
YOUR NUMBER 1 GYM

Open 7 Days | Staffed Hours: Monday & Wednesday 6 a.m.-7 p.m., Tuesday & Thursday 4 p.m.-7 p.m., Friday 8a.m.-6pm Saturday by appointment

120 E. Commerce St., Dunkirk, IN, United States, Indiana
(765) 209-2424 | https://sculptxfitness.com/ f
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Trusted Insurance
Protection for Whatever
the Future Holds

HOME
HEALTH
AUTO
RENTERS
LIFE

Thank you for voting
us best insurance!

Portland 15 EAST MAIN ST. - PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371
www.portlandinsurancein.com
Insurance Agency

STEVE ARNOLDOFFICE 260-726-9345
Insurance Made Simple KYLE CHAMPFAX 260-726-9346
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Coming Soon
ecial'Sections

DEADLINES GRAPH IC

ARE
ONE WEEK PRIOR PRINTING
NEWSPAPERS

ads@thecr.com ® 260-726-8141

We have a busy schedule of special sections
and pages coming up.
Mark your calendar NOW.

Motorsports
Wednesday, March 27 - UNIV*

Blackford spring sports

Wednesday, March 27 - NT*
Randolph Co. spring
sports
Thursday, March 30 - N-G*
JCHS spring sports

Wednesday, April 3 - CR/NS*

*UNIV = appears in all Graphic Printing Newspapers, CR = The Commercial Review,

NG = The News-Gazette, NT = The News Times, NS = The News and Sun

People’s Choice
Insurance

Portland
-w ) [Insurance N .

Additional top vote-getters
Barnum and Brown Insurance Bixler Insurance
Farm Bureau Insurance Inman Insurance

People’s Choice
Landscaping

Schlosser
) and Sons v

Additional top vote-getters
Cook’s Nursery Brian and Sons

Jutte’s Landscaping Miles Mowing Nature’s Green

People’s Choice
Law office

Coldren
~w\ Frantzand J .
W\ Sprunger

Additional top vote-getters
Hinkle, Racster
and Schemenaur

Master’s Insurance
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Thank you for voting

us best attorneys

112 N Meridian St. Suite #200

S PR' | NGE R Portland, IN 47371 « (260) 726-4220
265 W Water St.
P RU N GE R Berne, Indiana « (260) 589-2338

105 N Main St.
Blu

COLDREN FRANTZ & SPRUNGER fiton, Indiana « (260) 846-6788

70 LOVE, PROTEC
& RESTORE JUST]CET




20 The Graphic Printing Company, February 2024

People’s Choice
Pizza

People’s Choice
Photographer

TIE!

People’s Choice
Nail salon

e Blessings -
R 5 : Photograph A Py
Pizzeria Q arg1d Y _ & Bar

Additional top vote-getters
Dick’s Pizza Palace

. \\Pride Inman

Additional top vote-getters

Enario Studio

Additional top vote-getters
The Loft on Meridian

Pizza King C L Salon Karma
Pizza Hut atyssa Lyons Wildflower Beauty Lounge
Payless Pizza and More Devon Jones Upperkut Salon and Spa
Ryzone’s Amy Sprunger West Side Beauty Bar
IN-OH’ C Nail
° Rebecca Wendel oven Nars
Todd Skirvin

Quality Care.

Compassionate People.
Happy Pets!

We are committed to
providing your pet with
the highest level of quality

care.

‘Thank you for voting us
#1 veterenarian

Clinic

Veterina
1407 Votaw St, Portland
260-726-7370
Christian Bader DVM

THANKRYOU

for voting us your
#1 restaurant for pizza!

If you’re feeling hungry,
don’t hesitate. Enjoy the
top dishes Portland has to
offer. One taste, and you’ll
see why it’s a local favorite.

260-766-4595

1607 N. Meridian St.

www.greekspizzeria.com

-
[

< < s <

S O O




The Graphic Printing Company, February 2024

21

People’s Choice
New business

Scoop
Station

Additional top vote-getters
Paws and Claws Pet Care Coop’s Creations

1 Call Away Grounded Cafe Bulldog Books

People’s Choice
Non-profit
organization

Arts
Place

Additional top vote-getters

Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition Jay County Humane Society
Midwest Pet Refuge Jayland Partners Jay County Fair Board

People’s Choice
Park

Hudson
Family
Park

Additional top vote-getters
Redkey Morgan Park

Haynes Park Dunkirk City Park

From batteries to brake pads and every bumper-to-
bumper part in between, see us for everyday low
prices on the quality brands you trust for reliability
and safety on the road.

Thanks for voting us
best auto parts store!

Portland Motor Parts

401 North Meridian St.
Portland, IN 47371
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MARCT]
ADVERTISING
SPECILS

J PRINTING

EWSPAPERS

Space for color is limited.
Ads will automatically
convert to black and white

Run a full-page color ad

in all four of our newspapers

The Commercial Review (Portland), the News-Gazette
(Winchester), The News-Times (Hartford City) and
The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

for $600.

Run all of the followi
Four 3x3 :crl]sainc'}he ?Zocr)n;\/:rrc‘%l Review 8 ADS
One 3x3 ad in The News Ti
On2e3x)3( ag ir:rjrheeNest:;n?Sejn for $ 150
email ads@thecr.com Sa5
Shuap

3x3 blowout for the third month of the year
Two 3x3 ads in The News-Gazette
Call (260) 726-8141 or
SMALL

Rates do not apply to special sections
Ads must run in March

GRAPHIC
/‘

if color space is not available.

People’s Choice
Real estate
and auction

Loy Real Estate
\ and Auction

Additional top vote-getters
Bricker’s Auction Jack Houck Real Estate
Pete Shawver Auctioneer Jarod Clark (Century 21)

People’s Choice
Restaurant
(non-pizza)

El Camino
Real

Additional top vote-getters
Wings and Rings
IDC Restaurant

Cuervos Tacos

The Greazy Pickle Ginny’s Cafe

To all of our loyal customers, who continue to
support our small town dream! We are proud fo
serve you from the heart of downtown Portland! As

always, thank you for shopping locall

- Jerrag & [l [ Toom

301 N. Meridian st,
b HE LOF TJ

»»»»»

Portland
260-726-5839




People’s Choice
Veterinary and
pet services

Additional top vote-getters
Redkey Veterinary Clinic Fort Recovery Veterinary Clinic

5

People’s Choice
Other

Prospect Home
Inspections

Additional top vote-getters
Resprout Therapy Dynamic Business Solutions Fisher Meats

SCHLOSSER

Landscapmg
& Mowing

260-251-1596

NEWSPAPERS

Thank you for voting us best landscaping! W

ViUNIUE J%
PURIR

SA=CGlAL S5=CT]0)]

Our 3rd Annual Motorsports Section
with distributed in 4 newspapers!

The Commercial Review (Portland)
The News-Gazette (Winchester)
The News Times (Hartford City)

e The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

Full-Page Color - ‘j J U

(10.5 x10.5 inches, only 3 available)

‘eoll

Big business card (3x35)- /]

Full-Page B&W -

(10.5 x10.5 inches)

Business card (2x2) - / /5

Space for color ads is limited and will be on a
first-come, first-serve basis.
Deadline for ads is Wednesday March 13th

ContactLindsey at
GRAP IC L.Cochran@thecr.com

PRINTING

(260)372658141
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for voting us your #1
home improvement company!

“...If you have faith as small as a mustard seed,
nothing will be impossible for you..”
-Matthew 17:20

Mustard Seéd ﬁemodeling

260-251-5685

Member of the Jay County Chamber of Commerce
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CROS SROADS

FINANC[AL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Thank you for voting us the |

.Best Financial Insfihﬁﬂion-{.-'_

Local Decisions. Community Minded.
Here for You.

Portland - Dunkirk - Winchester
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The News-Gazette

People’s Choice
Chiropractor

People’s Choice
Coffee spot

People’s Choice
Boutiquelclothing

People’s Choice
Community event

W | &-. K W |

Northblock
N\ Coffee Co.

Davis

Diva’s | ;
N\ Chiropractic /.

Boutique

People’s Choice
Convenience store

People’s Choice
Daycare

People’s Choice
Construction

People’s Choice
Doctor’s office

W | h° v 4 l_‘ Y Yy

o, Hinty lv. W) Caseys N . .y Ascension ¥ _
N\ Construction /77, N\ (Winchester) /1. w'\ Medical Jlo

Thomas

TOPCOAT

235 S. Meridian St., Telephone: 765-584-3241 ‘I/VZ ‘ixé"f/
Winchester, IN 47394 Fax: 765-584-1668

We are passionate about serving you, your family and your 417 N. Howard St.
business to answer legal questions and solutions based upon Union City, IN 47390
individual need with integrity, honesty and compassion. 765.546.3133 &ar“ﬁ Sadd S/;ine
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The News-Gazette

People’s Choice
Bank/credit union

People’s Choice
Entertainment

People’s Choice
Hair salon/barber

People’s Choice
Florist

People’s Choice
Gas station

Salt Creek J
Floral 7

People’s Choice
Hardware store

People’s Choice
Law office

Cockerill &
Cockerill

i
fy

Sunday: 8 am-6 pm
Breakfast served ALL day

Lunch starts at 10:30

Mon-Sat: 8 am-9 pm

Breakfast served til Noon
Lunch starts at 10:30

Dinner starts at

4 pm everyday

Thursday
$1 off Beer - free pool -

Follow us on Facebook for daily

888 E. Washington St., Winchester, IN 47394 specials and weekly entertainment.
765-595-5002 Hoppy'sPub&Grill@facebook.com

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL AND BLESSED TO BE ABLE TO SERVE EACH AND EVERY
CUSTOMER WHO HAS COME IN TO SUPPORT US. WE WOULD LIKE TO OFFER
EVERYONE WHO BRINGS IN THIS AD 10% OFF THEIR PURCHASE AS A SMALL
TOKEN OF OUR GRATITUDE FOR VOTING HOPPY’S PUB & GRILL #1 NEW BUSINESS.

" BEORLES

oy P Pletigrky \GGBI

SPREADING HIS LOVE

My heart is so full hearing that out of all of the amazing
photographers that surround me, my work stood out to my
community. As the people within this community voted for me as
the best photographer, | would vote repeatedly for the members
as the best support system. | would not be where | am today
without the support from my community.

Whether it's booking a photo shoot, sharing my work, or
complimenting a photo, it all goes a long way. Through the years,
| have never lost sight of my mission and the people | want to
serve with my gift from God. | appreciate that my community has
not lost sight of me and sees the work | have done. Thank you to
everyone. This truly means so much to be recognized. | cannot
wait to continue to meet new people and photograph such special
moments. With so much gratitude, Karly Puckett.
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By RAY COONEY
The Graphic Printing Company

Carvantage has truly
become a one-stop shop
for vehicles.

The business sells cars
and services them.

Its partner business,
Conn’s Collision Center,
will take care of things
after an accident. It also
has a small U-Save rental
outlet to fill the gaps.

Carvantage was se-
lected as the “best over-
all” People’s Choice
winner for The News-
Gazette’s readership area
as it won the votes for
both auto service and re-
pair and car dealership.

“We try to be customer-
centric,” said managing
partner Casey Dyer. “It's
about the people, man.
I's about the customers.
Anybody can sell some-
body a car one time. But
does that person come
back? Or do they tell peo-
ple to come here when
they’re shopping? Cus-
tomer care is super im-
portant. It's a big deal to
us.

Getting into the car
business wasn’t really a
plan for Dyer, a 2008 New
Castle High School grad-
uate. But he was offered
a job at Sandifar Auto
Group by a friend of a
friend shortly after high
school.

“It's the only thing I've
ever done,” said Dyer. “|
started cleaning cars and
transporting cars out of
high school and | just
never left. ...

“He taught me a ton,
taught me the business,”
he added of Steve Sandi-
far. “I think | learned a lot.”

He progressed through
sales, financing and man-
agement before buying
Sandifar’s location in Win-

The News-Gazette

‘It’s about the people’

Carvan tage has expanded business in Wmches ter

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Carvantage has grown from selling about 100 vehicles in 2018 to selling almost 500 last year. The business typically
has about 30 vehicles on its lot at 395 Symmes Center Drive in Winchester.

chester — at that point
sales and service were
both downtown — along
with his in-laws in 2017
and rebranded it as Car-
vantage.

Conn’s was added to
the mix a few years ago
after Gary Conn had ex-
pressed an interest in re-
tiring for several years.

“l was finally like, man,
if | don’t throw my name
in the hat, somebody’s
going to,” said Dyer. “And
it's gonna go because it’s

just always been there.
You’d really have to mess
something up to not make
it go. ...

“| probably wasn’t ready
to really do it at the time;”
he added, “but I think the
fear of regretting not
doing it for me was big
enough to say, ‘Yeah, let’s
do it.”

The car dealership
moved to Symmes Center
Drive just north of Conn’s
about the same time.

See Carvantage page 31

People’s Choice
Auto service
and repair

People’s Choice
Car
dealership

Carvantage Carvantage
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CAR ANTAGE

SALES HOURS SERVICE HOURS
Monday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 395 Symmes Center Dr. Monday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM . Tuesday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM WInCheSterI IN 47394 Wednesday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM (76 5) 595'8284 Friday Closed
Saturday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM thecarvant m Saturday Closed
Sunday Closed www.thecarvantage.co Sunday Closed

Visit Carvantage today and experience the difference of exceptional service, top-quality vehicles,
and a team dedicated to helping you find the perfect car to elevate your driving experience.
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People’s Choice
Nail salon

Debi’s

o W A i O o
To /

The News-Gazette

People’s Choice
New business

Hoppy’s Pub
and Grill

People’s Choice
Non-profit

Vision
Corner

People’s Choice
Park

Goodrich
Park

Coat

People’s Choice
Photographer

People’s Choice People’s Choice

People’s Choice B _
Real estatelauction || =~ Restaurant

Pizza

Tarter Realty, § d Cuervos

§ Pizza King of §f ‘ ‘
ion City & N\ Auction and A M\ Tacos

THANK YOU for all of your love &

support in voting us People's |

Choice Salon! We are humbled &
honored!

People’s Choice
Veterinarian

Lynn
\ Veterinary /4
.\ Hospital //

Shine Salon ;-
Winchester, IN 47394

Jenn Sandifar & Annie Anderson  (765) 595-8325
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Carvantage ...

Continued from page 28
Carvantage has grown
from selling about 100 cars
in 2018 to nearly 500 this

year. On average, there
are about 30 cars on the
lot, Dyer said. Inventory as
of Saturday ranged from a
2014 Chevrolet Malibu
priced at $9,595 to a 2022
GMC Yukon XL at
$50,000.

The service center han-
dles items including oil
changes, alignments, bat-
tery testing/replacement,
brakes and tires. (Quotes
are available online at the-
carvantage.com.)

Conn’s takes care of
auto body and collision re-
pair, including unibody re-
pairs and painting.

The U-Save rental serv-
ice currently has about 10
to 15 cars available.

1000 W Washington St,
Hartford City, IN
47348

“It's pretty small for
now,” said Dyer. “But | see
a lot of potential for
growth in that.”

Another area of poten-
tial growth for the busi-
ness is its service center.
It has gotten significantly
busier over the last couple
of years, Dyer said, in
part because the dealer-
ship is cycling through
more vehicles. He said
he’s unsure how that
growth might come — by
adding service bays to the
downtown location or
building a new service
center adjacent to the
sales center and Conn’s.

“I would love to be all
under one roof,” said
Dyer, who now spends
most of his time sourcing
cars off the street and via
auctions. His staff in-

| PRESSO BAR

Thp ey

Located in the historic Johnston Glass Beveling Plant, constructed in the late 1800s. Coftee, Espresso,
Lattes, Cappacinos, Smoothies. Baked goods. Biscuits & Sausage Gravy. Lunch specials. Open Wi-Fi

cludes Doug Jefferis as
the service manager, his
son Chase Jefferis who
manages the dealership
when Dyer is away and
Kevin Johnson leading
Conn’s. “I think for team
camaraderie ... | think it's
a great place to work. |
think it would be even
better if we were all to-
gether”

Carvantage is open for
car sales at 395 Symmes
Center Drive in Winches-
ter from 9 a.m.to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday. Conn’s, which is
open from 8 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday, is
at 401 Symmes Center
Drive. Service hours are 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Thursday at 400
N. Main St. downtown.

765-347-8546

The News Times

People’s Choice
Antique shop

Dillinger’s
Antiques

People’s Choice
Coffee spot

People’s Choice
Dentist’s office

Montpelier
Family
Dentistry

Thank you for voting us your #1 coffee shop!

We look forward to serving you in the future.

REORLES Thank you for voting us

BEST DENTIST'S OFFICE!

Dr. Ali Thomas

108 N Main St
Montpelier, IN 47359

MONTPELIER 765-728-281 |

~—- FAMILY DENTISTRY —

montpelierdentistry@gmail.com
www.montpelierdentistry.com
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Advertise your business in our
Spring Home Improvenment Section
with distribution in 4 newspapers!

The Commercial Review (Portland)
The News-Gazette (Winchester)
The News Times (Hartford City)
The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

Full-page color - $550

(only one available)

1/2-page color - $475
1/2-page B&W - $300
1/4-page B&W - $225

Big business card (3x3.5) - $100
Business card (2x2) - $60

Space for color ads is limited and will be on a
first-come, first-serve basis.

Deadline for ads is Jan. 31

GRAPHIC
PRINTING

NEWSPAPERS




