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The Jay County Campus of
Arts Place will host a perform-
ance by magician Jon Mobley
at 3 p.m. today. Tickets are $10
for adults and $5 for students
and are available at myart-
splace.org.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  45 degrees Friday.

Today’s high will be in the
mid 50s with cloudy skies.
Temperatures will climb with
highs in the mid 60s Sunday
and lower 70s Monday. There
is a chance of  thunderstorms
Monday night.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Fort Recovery Local
Schools is holding its choir
cabaret beginning with Act I
at 5 p.m. Sunday in the ele-
mentary/middle school audi-
teria. (Acts II and III will fol-
low at 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.) Jay
County High School’s show
choirs will perform their com-
petition shows at 7 p.m. Mon-
day in the auditorium.

Tuesday — Coverage of
today’s Third House Session at
John Jay Center for Learning.

Wednesday —Results from
the Jay County junior high
swim meet against Bellmont.

In review Weather In review Coming up
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Thirty-five years ago this
week, a southern Indiana firm
took a step toward potentially
establishing a landfill in Jay
County

The Feb. 27, 1989, edition of
The Commercial Review fea-
tured a story about an Evans-
ville company filing an applica-
tion for a permit to operate a
new 160-acre landfill in Jay
County.

“There is another company
that has submitted (an applica-
tion for) a permit for Jay Coun-
ty,” State Rep. David Hoover (R-
Ridgeville) told the newspaper. 

Jay County Commissioners
indicated that the permit was
being sought by Pro-Eco, a sub-
sidiary of  the Black Beauty
Coal Company of  Evansville.
(Officials from the company
declined to comment but said

Black Beauty was working to
schedule a meeting with com-
missioners.)

Indiana Department of  Envi-
ronmental Management could
not confirm the permit applica-
tion.

The land being targeted by
the company for a private, com-
mercial landfill was located on
Como Road just north of  New
Mount Pleasant and about a
quarter-miler southeast of  the
existing landfill. An engineer-
ing firm had been conducting
soil borings and drilling wells
on the property for several
weeks, apparently to gather
data to support the application.

At the same time, existing
landfill operator H&D Excavat-
ing had a permit application
pending for a 40-acre expan-
sion.

A local group known as Con-
cerned Citizens of  Jay County
had raised questions about the
test wells and pushed commis-
sioners to enact a temporary
ban on new landfills and adopt
countywide zoning.

Hoover and State Rep. Jeff
Espich (R-Uniondale) pledged
to get answers from Indiana
Department of  Environmental
Management about the opera-
tion of  the existing landfill.
They noted environmental
issues that had risen to the top
of  the state’s agenda.

“The new issue that’s most
important is the environmental
issue, dealing with what we’re
going to do with the waste,”
Espich said. “But we’re going to
have to do something with this
stuff; we can’t store it in our
bedrooms.”

Retrospect

Evansville firm applied for landfill permit

The Commercial Review

Farmland on Como Road northwest of New
Mount Pleasant in Jefferson Township was targeted as a
possible commercial landfill in 1989.
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Meet the candidates
Patrick Long, Ron Laux and Doug Loy chat Thursday at John Jay Center for Learning during the Meet the Republican

Candidates event hosted by Jay County Republican Party. The event included several candidates for the GOP’s nomination for
U.S. Representative for Indiana’s 3rd District as well as hopefuls for county commissioner and county council.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

This time, bids came in.
They were about 50%

higher than estimated last
year.

Both offers came in at
more than $13.5 million as
Portland Board of  Works
on Thursday opened bids
for a portion of  the city’s
work that is required as
part of  its agreed order
Indiana Department of
Environmental Manage-
ment.

James S. Jackson Com-
pany of  Bluffton had the
lower of  the bids opened at
$13.73 million. Jutte Exca-
vating of  Fort Recovery
was the other bidder at
$14.62 million. 

The board of  works took
the bids under advisement
to allow time to review
them.

Thursday marked the
second chance of  bidding
to install a wet weather
pump station at Portland’s
wastewater treatment
plant after there were no
bids for the work in
December. (At that time,
the city received four bids
to put in an equalization
basin, the other part of
this step of  the agreed
order with IDEM.) As a
result, the city was forced
to re-bid the wet weather
pump station. (Portland
City Council also amended
its bond related to the proj-
ect, increasing the amount
to $30 million from the pre-
vious $23.8 million.)

Jutte was the low bidder
for the equalization basin
at $4.57 million while the
other three bidders were
all at $5.2 million or higher.

See Bids page 2

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana senators gave final
approval Thursday for a literacy
overhaul bill that will require
reading-deficient third graders to
be held back a year in school.

Senate Bill 1, which seeks to
remedy Indiana’s literacy “cri-
sis” by requiring schools to
administer the statewide IREAD
test in second grade — a year ear-
lier than current requirements
— and directing new, targeted
support to at-risk students and
those struggling to pass the
exam. 

But if, after three tries, a third

grader can’t meet the IREAD
standard, legislators want
school districts to retain them.

That number could reach into
the thousands according to
recent data.

While much of  the rest of  the
bill has received bipartisan sup-
port, the retention language has

been passionately debated in
both chambers. 

Numerous teachers, parents and
education experts argued there are
various, negative long-term effects
for students who are forced to
retake third grade. But Republican
lawmakers remained firm that
Indiana does a disservice to kids

who are promoted to the fourth
grade without foundational read-
ing skills.

The Senate voted 29-16 on Thurs-
day in favor of  the bill. Seven
Republicans joined Democrats in
rejecting the measure, in part over
the House chamber’s deletion of
dyslexia-specific supports for
young learners. 

Senate Bill 1 now heads to Gov.
Eric Holcomb for his review and
signature. The governor has not
said where stands on the final ver-
sion of  the proposal but included
third grade literacy — and manda-
tory retention — in his 2024 legisla-
tive agenda.

See Literacy page 2

Literacy bill moves to governor

Project is
required as
part of city’s
agreed order
with IDEM

Both
bids
clear
$13.5
million

Measure includes retention for
those who don’t pass IREAD test



By HENRY MEYER
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Thousands of  people
lined up to pay their final
respects at the funeral of
Russian opposition leader
Alexey Navalny on Friday,
in defiance of  a heavy
police presence aimed at
deterring protests against
President Vladimir Putin.

Mourners chanted
“Navalny” and “we won’t
forgive” as his coffin was
brought to the Church of
the Icon of  the Mother of
God in Moscow’s south-
eastern Marino district.
Some shouted “Putin is a
killer” as the Kremlin crit-
ic’s body was carried out
after the service for burial
at the nearby Borisov
cemetery.

Riot police were sta-
tioned outside the church
and at the cemetery, as
authorities threatened
punishment for any
unsanctioned gathering.
Putin’s spokesman, Dmit-
ry Peskov, said the Krem-
lin had nothing to say
about Navalny, in
response to questions
from reporters, the Inter-
fax news service reported.

U.S. President Joe Biden
and European leaders
have joined Navalny’s
family and allies in blam-
ing Putin for the activist’s
Feb. 16 death in an Arctic
prison camp. Ambassa-
dors from the U.S. and a
number of  European
states joined those gath-
ered outside for the funer-
al.

The crowds turned out
in defiance of  an unprece-
dented Kremlin crack-
down on dissent in recent
years, in a display of  dis-
content with Putin’s near-
ly quarter-century rule
and as Russia is waging
war in Ukraine. The funer-
al was held a day after
Putin set out plans for his
next six years in power, in
an address to Russia’s Fed-
eral Assembly ahead of
the March 15-17 presiden-
tial election.

The U.S. and Europe
responded to the death of
Putin’s most formidable
domestic opponent by
imposing sanctions on
Russia that have had a
largely symbolic impact.

Russian police have
arrested hundreds of  peo-
ple in Moscow and other
cities for laying flowers at
makeshift memorials to
Navalny since his death.

State media have almost
completely ignored the
fallout from Navalny’s
demise. In contrast, it
devoted extensive cover-
age to the death this week
of  former Soviet Prime
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov,
aged 94, who was also
being buried on Friday
following a memorial
service at Moscow’s main
Christ the Saviour Cathe-
dral.

Navalny’s widow, Yulia,
didn’t attend his funeral
after aides said it would be
unsafe for her to return to
Russia from Europe. She
denounced Putin as the
“leader of  an organized,
criminal gang” in an
address to the European
Parliament in Strasbourg,
France, on Wednesday,
and has said she plans to
continue her husband’s
fight against the Kremlin.

Penitentiary officials
said Navalny, 47, died after
falling ill at the maximum-
security prison where he
was serving 19 years on
extremism charges.
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Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-
Time Team Teacher to work 32+ hours/week! Varied hours
from 6am-5pm M-F. Responsibilities include providing high
quality childcare services and assisting the Lead Teacher with
supervision of the classroom. Must have a high school
diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. Strong desire
to work with children required. Educational background in
early childhood is preferred.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

KINDER HAUS DAYCARE

Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking Full-Time Healthcare
QMAs/Nurses for Day Shift and Night Shift! Positions will be
3 days/week, 6am-6pm OR 6pm-6am, with a weekend
rotation required. Candidates must be licensed in the State of
Indiana as a Licensed Practical Nurse, Registered Nurse, or
Qualified Medication Aide and be dependable, flexible, and
have excellent interpersonal skills. Positions eligible for
insurance benefits, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b)
retirement plan participation. 

$5,000 Sign On Bonus!! Come join our team! 

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR
Swiss Village, Inc.
1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: FULL-TIME
HEALTHCARE QMAS/NURSES!

Saturday
Meier, Nancy: 4:30 p.m.,

Kuhn’s Den, 442 E. Line St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
(Jackson did not bid on that

portion of  the project.)
The city's agreed order with

IDEM, signed in 2008, is intended
to eliminate combined sewer
overflows (CSOs) in the city by
increasing the wastewater plant's
capacity. (CSOs occur when the
amount of  water in the system
exceeds its capacity, causing
untreated stormwater and waste-
water to be discharged into water-
ways.) In addition to the equaliza-
tion basin and wet weather pump
station, it also calls for the con-
struction of  an oxidation ditch.

The new system will allow
excess water to be pumped into
the equalization basin during
times when the city’s facility is
overloaded. That water can then
be pumped back and treated
before being discharged.

Construction of  the equaliza-
tion basin is expected to take 330

days, with the pump station to
take 515 days.

The Commercial Review
learned after the meeting that
Brad Dues has been named as
the new superintendent of  the
city’s wastewater department.
He takes over for Brad Clayton.
Westlake said he made the
change a couple of  weeks ago.

Also Thursday, board of  works
members Steve McIntosh and
Mayor Jeff  Westlake, absent
Jerry Leonhard, approved a
change order for the Meridian
Street storm sewer project.

The change order was neces-
sary, clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips said, because of  a
change in the pavement require-
ments set by Indiana Depart-
ment of  Transportation. The
additional cost came to $446,500.

McIntosh and Westlake also
approved a final pay request for
the project from contractor Wat-

son Excavating of  Redkey at
$1,168,867.98. (The only funds left
to be paid for the project are
retainage dollars totaling
$366,000.)

Asked after the meeting about
the total cost of  the project,
Phillips said it totaled $3.11 mil-
lion.

The board of  works also OK’d
funding for a couple of  capital
improvement projects.

It voted in favor of  security
upgrades for city hall after
police department investigator
Jeff  Hopkins explained that
there was an incident last year
during which someone broke
windows in police cars, entered
the building and attempted to
get into restricted areas. Hop-
kins asked for funding for secu-
rity doors with entry keypads in
the front and reach of  the build-
ing as well as bullet-resistant
glass for the dispatch area,

clerk’s office window and front
of  the building.

Moeller Door of  St. Henry,
Ohio, will handle the project for
$50,527.20.

Portland Fire Chief  Mike
Weitzel requested installing insu-
lation on the upper level of  the
fire station in the area of  the
council chambers and fire depart-
ment offices. He explained that
the space houses the facility’s
heating, cooling and ventilation
system and that it would function
better if  the space is insulated.

The board awarded the work to
Fortkamp Foam of  Fort Recovery
for $5,440.

In other business, the board:
•Approved the following: the

purchase of  a trash truck from
Best Equipment for $247,563.50,
minus a $45,000 trade-in, for deliv-
ery in 2026 (Portland City Council
approved the funding for the pur-
chase at its last meeting); a com-

mercial driver’s license training
reimbursement agreement with
street and parks department
employee Ronnie Reynolds (he
will pay back a portion of  the cost
if  he leaves city employment
within three years); a sewage tap
agreement for 619 S. Vine St.; a
leak adjustment of  $166.26 for 413
Floral Ave.

•Denied a request from Jay
County Fair Board for a leak
adjustment for several leaks dat-
ing from July through November.
Fair board president Aaron Loy
said the leaks have been fixed.
(He did not request a specific
amount for the leak adjustment.)
There was discussion about
whether the ordinance that
allows leak adjustments applies
to a facility like the fairgrounds
in the same way that it does to
residential properties, with McIn-
tosh and Westlake eventually vot-
ing to deny the request.

Bids ...

Continued from page 1
Bill author Sen. Linda Rogers, R-

Granger, and other Republicans
have repeatedly said the proposal
is not a “retention bill,” and hold-
ing Hoosier kids back in school
should “be a last resort.” They
maintain, too, that if  literacy sup-
ports and remediation in Senate
Bill 1 are properly implemented,
no children will have to be
retained.

Exceptions are carved out in
Rogers’ bill for students who have
been retained in third grade
before, special-education students,
certain English language learners,
and students who pass the math
portion of  the statewide assess-
ment and receive remedial reading
instruction.

Schools will also be required to

offer summer school to struggling
readers starting this year,
although the final version of  the
bill does not force students to
attend.

Attempting to compromise on
retention, critics called for that
portion of  the bill to be put on hold

until the 2025-26 academic
year, when all Hoosier teachers are
supposed to be trained up on sci-
ence of  reading instruction.

Republican lawmakers rejected
the delay, however. Under the lat-
est draft, the retention provision
takes effect for the upcoming 2024-
2025 school calendar.

Last year, 13,840 third-graders
did not pass IREAD, according to
test data. Of  those students, 5,503
received an exemption and 8,337
did not. But about 95% of  students
without an exemption moved onto
4th grade and just 412 were
retained.

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Literacy ...

Probation violation
A Dunkirk woman was

arrested Thursday for vio-
lating her probation.

Shonda L. Easton, 44,
1261 S. Main St., pleaded
guilty in April 2022 to bur-
glary, a Level 5 felony. She
was sentenced in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to four years in

Indiana Department of
Correction with 30 months
suspended and placed on
probation. A petition alleg-
ing she violated the condi-
tions of  her probation was
filed Jan. 12.

Easton was being held
on a $10,000 bond in Jay
County Jail.

Felony arrests

Bill author says
retention should
be a last resort

Thousands mourn
Navalny at funeral

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 7-9-1
Daily Four: 6-2-4-1
Quick Draw: 2-10-14-

15-17-25-28-31-35-41-42-48-
53-56-57-61-63-69-70-78

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 0-9-4
Pick 4: 4-8-2-9

Pick 5: 3-9-4-7-4
Evening
Rolling Cash 5: 4-28-32-

33-36
Jackpot: $337,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$443 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$607 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.17
April corn ................4.19
Wheat ......................4.38

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.20
April corn ................4.20
May corn..................4.25

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.07
April corn ................4.10
Beans ......................11.29

April beans ............11.36
Wheat ......................5.08

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.00
April corn ................4.04
Beans ......................11.32
April beans ............11.38
Wheat .......................5.17

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.10
April corn ................4.15
Beans ......................11.10
April beans ............11.14
Wheat ......................4.88

In 1498, Vasco da
Gama of  Portugal and
his crew reached
Mozambique on their
first trip to India.
In 1861, Texas, hav-

ing seceded from the
Union, was admitted to
the Confederacy.
In 1877, Republican

Rutherford B. Hayes
was declared the winner
of  the 1876 presidential
election over Democrat
Samuel J. Tilden, even
though Tilden had won
the popular vote.
In 1956, Morocco

declared its independ-
ence from France. The
country’s first govern-
ment was formed under
sultan Muhammad V.
In 1972, the office of

Jay County Prosecutor
Ardee Helm Jr. was van-
dalized when two rocks
were thrown through a

window. It marked the
second time the site had
been vandalized in a
month.
In 1973, Jay County

Republicans held their
Lincoln Day dinner with
Indiana Lt. Gov. Robert
Orr of  Evansville and
Thomas S. Milligan,
state party chair, in
attendance.
In 1985, the U.S. gov-

ernment approved a
screening test for AIDS
that detected antibod-
ies to the virus, allow-
ing possibly contami-
nated blood to be
excluded from the
blood supply.
In 2020, Ryan N. Hod-

son, 36, of  Portland died
when the John Deere
Gator he was driving in
Blackford County
struck a utility pole.

—The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

CR almanac

65/52 72/51 58/41 54/38 56/41
Sunday

looks to be
mostly sunny.
The high will
jump to the
mid to upper
60s.

There’s
another
chance of
showers on
Thursday
under mostly
cloudy skies.

More rain
is possible
Wednesday.
The low at
night may dip
to 38
degrees.

Monday
has a 50%
chance of
thunder-
storms. Other-
wise, warm
with a high of
72.

Another
50% chance
of rain on
Tuesday
when temper-
atures will
drop to the
upper 50s.

Sunday
3/3

Monday
3/4

Tuesday
3/5

Wednesday
3/6

Thursday
3/7



By JOEL STREED
Mayo Clinic News Network
Tribune News Service

A recent report from the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention that
looks at sexually transmit-
ted infections (STIs) has
some concerning news,
especially when it comes to
syphilis. While cases of
other STIs, like chlamydia
and gonorrhea, have
decreased or seen modest
increases, syphilis has
jumped 80% in the four
years from 2018 to 2022.

Dr. Stacey Rizza, a Mayo
Clinic infectious diseases
specialist, says syphilis is
a bacterial infection that is
primarily transmitted
through sexual contact.
But she says it also can be
transmitted from an
expecting mother to the
baby.

“So if  a mother has
syphilis, whether she
knows it or not, while she’s

pregnant and is not diag-
nosed and treated, she can
transmit that to her fetus,
and the baby can be born
with syphilis,” he says.
This is also known as con-
genital syphilis, and
according to the CDC
report, cases of  syphilis
among newborns rose
183% between 2018 and
2022.

Rizza says the baby may
be born asymptomatic,
“but can go on to develop
manifestations of  syphilis
later, within weeks,
months or even years, after
they’re born. But, unfortu-
nately, many times it caus-
es abnormalities in the
baby, even when they’re
born. They can have abnor-
malities in their liver and
their spleen, they can have
rashes, they can have
abnormality in the struc-
ture of  their face, in the
brain, and particularly
involving the eye.”

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on

the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will

meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL

— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Schools 
March 4-8

Monday: Main Entrees: Doritos nacho cheese tortilla chips,
seasoned beef taco meat, shredded lettuce,
shredded cheddar cheese Alternate Entrees:
Cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun lunch,
cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides for
all meals: Seasoned refried beans

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Beef hot dog on whole wheat
Alternate Entrees: Cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun
lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides
for all meals: French fries

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Chicken nuggets, macaroni &
cheese Alternate Entrees: Cereal, goldfish &
yogurt fun lunch, cheddar/mozzarella salad,
breadstick Sides for all meals: Seasoned peas

Thursday: Main Entrees: Toasted cheese sandwich Alternate
Entrees: Cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun lunch,
cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides for
all meals: Campbell’s tomato soup

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate
Entrees: Cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun lunch,
cheddar/mozzarella salad, breadstick Sides for
all meals: Seasoned carrots

112 North Ship Street, Portland, IN 
(260) 726-4710

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My friend of
eight years, “Lorna,” had a fam-
ily get-together for her daugh-
ter, who was graduating from
college. I was not invited, which
surprised me, since our fami-
lies were always close. Both of
our sons were best friends.
After telling me about their
party plans, Lorna asked if  I
could make my special cake. I
felt obliged, so I made it and
dropped it off  the morning of
their party. 

Because it was a special gath-
ering, I didn’t want to put it in a
cheap-looking plastic cake car-
rier. So I put it on the only other
option I had — an ornate cut
glass cake stand I had received
as a gift years before. A few days
after the party, Lorna and I met
for breakfast and she told me

she was sorry, but when her
mother was washing the stand,
it slipped out of  her hands and
she broke it. I was crushed
because it had been given to me
by a special friend.

I know accidents happen, but
shouldn’t they have offered to
replace it? Lorna has men-
tioned that her parents were
struggling financially, but she
and her husband seem well-off
— they have a large home and

drive expensive cars. If  Lorna
had offered, I probably wouldn’t
have taken her up on it, but
offering no compensation
seemed odd to me. I no longer
feel as close to her as before. Am
I right to feel this way, or should
I just let it go? — SWEET
TURNED SOUR
DEAR SWEET: Lorna may

have money, but she appar-
ently lacks class. She should
have offered to replace the
cake stand her mother broke.
Of  course, you could ask her
to replace it, but even if  she
did, it wouldn’t have the sen-
timental value of  the one
that was lost. In light of  your
long friendship, and now
realizing Lorna has feet of
clay, I suggest you let this go
if  you can. But in the future,

if  she asks again, think twice
before putting on your
apron. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband

and I have been married 46
years. During the last five, he
has procrastinated about doing
our income taxes to the point
that we have been charged
penalties. He keeps saying he’ll
work on it, but everything else
is a bigger priority. 

I gathered all the necessary
documents and printed out a
tax worksheet. My husband has
his own small business, which
complicates things. I hate this
hanging over my head. I told
him I won’t go on our planned
camping trip if  this isn’t done
beforehand, and I intend to fol-
low through. I can’t get him to

give me a straight answer for
why he keeps doing this. It’s
ruining our otherwise great
marriage. — MONEY WOES IN
FLORIDA
DEAR MONEY WOES:

Locate a certified public
accountant who can take over
this task. Then give your hus-
band a deadline to file the
taxes, and if  he doesn’t meet
it, turn the necessary infor-
mation over to the CPA, who
may be able to discover some-
thing advantageous.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Photo provided

Caring kids
East Elementary recently awarded students for being caring. Pictured above are

kindergarteners (front row) Reagan Edmundson, Rosalie McLaughlin, Ivan Clem and Kase
VanSkyock and (back row) Spencer Tapley, Memphis Meadows, Gabriel Caldwell and Leanah
Landers.

Series of mishaps puts friendship into question
Dear
Abby

Syphilis diagnoses
in babies increases
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

The nation’s highest court
Monday heard oral arguments
in challenges to Florida and
Texas laws in which state gov-
ernments seek to force social
media companies to let more
people say more things on their
platforms — in other words, to
behave less like publishers and
more like free-for-all public
squares.

Though it may seem counter-
intuitive, the First Amend-
ment is firmly on the side of
companies that try to set and
enforce rules of  the road. The
attempts by so-called conserva-
tives to demand X, Facebook and
their cousins to turn into Wild
Wests where no moderation of
the postings is constitutionally
permissible misunderstand the
fundamentals of  American
rights and responsibilities.

The social media landscape is
fairly crowded. 

There’s X, which really is Twit-
ter; Facebook and Instagram and
Threads, all owned  by Meta; Tik-
Tok; Google’s YouTube; and
smaller competitors like Bluesky
and Mastodon. There’s nothing
especially novel about posting a
message or photo or video that
can be instantly seen — and react-
ed to — by hundreds if  not thou-
sands if  not millions of  people
worldwide.

Rather, one of  the biggest
things that differentiates the
companies is their approach to

who gets to post and under what
conditions. While none allow
users to enthusiastically sup-
port terrorism, some are friend-
lier to bullies. Some aggressively
police disinformation, such as
lies about elections and vaccines
and crime statistics, while oth-
ers have an easier hand. Some-
times a social network promises
almost total freedom; invariably,
it fails — because users get
dragged into the muck.

Thus, companies train people
and algorithms to try to flag
objectionable content and take it
down. Serial offenders get their
accounts suspended or worse.
On good days, some semblance
of  civility, imagine that, pre-
vails.

Of  course, mistakes are
made — with hyperprotective
filters sometimes silencing
legitimate expression, includ-
ing news stories that rub some

the wrong way (like COVID lab
leak theories). Conservatives
are convinced that those mis-
takes habitually censor right-
wing speakers, leaving progres-
sives free to dominate these
spaces.

Even if  that were true, and a
quick tour of  any of  the afore-
mentioned social networks
proves otherwise, demanding all
popular social networks to shred
essentially all their content
moderation is to strike a blow
against freedom. Moderation,
even when imperfect, is an
attempt to create a decent cli-
mate for lively expression.

A platform that chooses to let
people share political news and
commentary can’t crack down
on those who say Donald Trump
is proven to have won the 2020
election. Deciding what is allow-
able politics is not something
that these private firms want to

do. Alternatively, they’ll have to
get even more aggressive in
their content moderation — and
ban absolutely all speech on
many subjects, lest they run
afoul of  the courts’ demand for
content neutrality.

No, Twitter and Facebook and
the like will never be equivalent
to newspapers, pure publishers
who affirmatively select and edit
each and everything they print
and are held legally liable if
they smear someone in the
process. Open-to-almost-all net-
works can’t be expected to
review millions of  posts every
second. But neither are they
public squares where every-
thing short of  incitement and
other illegal forms of  expression
must be permitted.

If  the courts try to force them
into one box or another, they’ll
create far bigger problems than
they purport to want to solve.

First amendment protects firms

By TRACY DAVIDSON
and LUCAS DAVIDSON
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

As dual-working parents
with in-person jobs, we
have to outsource care for
our two elementary-
school-aged daughters
after school and during
summers. We want these
hours spent outside of  the
classroom to count.

That’s why we’re so
grateful that our rural
community has high-qual-
ity out-of-school time pro-
gramming. Our daughters,
Olivia, who is in third
grade, and Sophia, a
kindergartener, spend
multiple evenings after
school, as well as sum-
mers, at the Boys & Girls
Club of  White County.
Through their experiences
at the club, they’ve forged
relationships with other
kids and adults, grown
academically, become
more confident, and dis-
covered new interests.

Rural communities such
as ours often get over-
looked when it comes
to programming like after
school sessions, summer
learning experiences, and
high-dosage tutoring. For
every Indiana student
enrolled in an out-of-
school time program,
there are three more who
lack access to such
options, due to factors
such as cost, transporta-
tion barriers, and lack
of  programming. Such
needs are especially acute
outside of  larger towns
and metropolitan areas.

During the pandemic,
the Indiana legislature
increased funding for
high-quality program-
ming like the Boys & Girls
Club, which, in our section
of  the state, expanded its
reach from five to 29 sites
with support from state
funds. We’re encouraged
to see that lawmakers are
examining ways to contin-
ue this funding in perpetu-
ity as a way to build on the
positive momentum out-of-
school time programs have
created for students’ aca-
demic achievement, career
development, and social
advancement.

Our daughters have
experienced such benefits
firsthand. They’ve built
relationships with staff
members at the Boys &
Girls Club, many of  whom
have worked at the club for
years, and others who
attended as students and
came back to work with
kids because of  their posi-
tive experiences. We’ve
seen how these relation-
ships with caring adults

build confidence and help
our girls establish a posi-
tive sense of  self.

These programs also
have sparked our daugh-
ters’ interests in the world
around them – setting the
foundation for future
careers. Our oldest, Olivia,
attended robotics camp at
the Boys & Girls Club one
summer. The camp’s pro-
gramming on the solar
system, delivered in part-
nership with Purdue Uni-
versity, exposed her to
physics and astronomy,
thereby sparking her
curiosity and inspiring a
potential career.

The club also provides
families like ours with
information on parenting
and adolescent mental
health and development.
These expert resources
have been invaluable,
equipping us to do our job
of  parenting more effec-
tively.

And, there’s a practical
impact for working fami-
lies like ours. Without the
club, we would be paying
high child care expenses
or bringing our girls to
work at the local garden
care center that our fami-
ly owns and Tracy man-
ages. The first option
would be costly, and the
second wouldn’t give our
girls the same enrichment
and academic support
needed to reach their full
potential.

We want every student
in Indiana to have access
to the kinds of  opportuni-
ties our daughters have
had through high-quality
summer and after school
programs. It’s time to rec-
ognize that the school day
is no longer enough to
ensure students emerge
ready for what follows a K-
12 education.

We can attest that invest-
ing in out-of-school
time programming pays
off  immediately for chil-
dren and working families.
It will pay back dividends
over time, resulting in a
next generation that is
more equipped with the
skills, relationships, confi-
dence, and career knowl-
edge they need to succeed.

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chroni-

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Keep out-of-school
programs growing

By TERESA GHILARDUCCI
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

In April 2023, Betty Glover, a 91-
year-old grocery store clerk in Ore-
gon, was finally able to retire after a
GoFundMe campaign raised
$82,000 for her. After seven decades in
the workforce, Glover couldn’t save
enough to retire and cover basic
expenses such as for food and medi-
cine.

“I hate the thought of  not work-
ing,” Glover told a local TV station.
But she wanted to spend time with
her two children, four grandchildren,
six great-grandchildren and two
great-great-grandchildren.

Glover’s was not the only
GoFundMe retirement. Earlier that
year, 82-year-old Walmart
cashier Butch Marion retired,
thanks to a GoFundMe campaign.

These outpourings of  generosity
are not feel-good stories; they reveal
America’s severely broken national
retirement system. Welcome to
retirement American style, where
retirement is work.

Most Americans do not have
enough money to retire on. Forty-
four percent of  households with
members ages 55-64 have no savings
at all. The median retirement
account balance is about $100,000;
most middle-class people need
$600,000. No wonder there are about
39 million workers 55 and older in the
U.S. Workers 75 and older are the
fastest-growing age segment of  the
workforce.

While some older workers are
making good money, feathering their
retirement nests and enjoying com-
fortable jobs — senators, corporate
executives, lawyers — millions are
stuck in low-paying, physically
demanding and dangerous jobs at
which they have little if  any voice or
power.

Older workers are closing the earn-
ings gap with their younger counter-
parts, not because employers sudden-

ly prize age and experience more
than they did in the 1980s, but
because older workers are ramping
up their hours to meet financial
needs, as highlighted by Pew
Research.

When retirement security
declines, so does older workers’ bar-
gaining position to demand good
wages and conditions. Employers
know that more older people must
keep working, even with less favor-
able wages, hours and conditions. My
research shows that at least two-
thirds of  workers 62 and older are
working because they don’t have
enough money to retire.

Workers over age 55 are dispropor-
tionately represented in jobs that are
lower-paid and physically demand-
ing: 31% of  home health and person-
al-care workers and 34% of  janitors
are over 55, while older workers
make up 23% of  the overall work-
force.

This grim picture is on track to get
worse. Most of  the fastest-growing
jobs in the U.S. economy, such as in
health care and software engineer-
ing, are unlikely to benefit older
workers. (The software sector has
a median age of  38, while the wider
workforce median age is 42.) Many of
the jobs in health care are low-paid,
physically taxing work that may not
be a good fit for most people in their
60s or 70s.

Paradoxically, even as many older
folks need to keep working to make
ends meet, most people 62-70 are not
able to work for a host of  reasons and
will retire with inadequate incomes
or savings. As the Schwartz Center

for Economic Policy Analysis report-
ed in 2019: “Between the years 2010 to
2018, 55.3 percent of  workers aged 55
and up in the bottom half  of  the
income distribution were forced to
leave the workforce because of  lay-
offs, plant closings, age discrimina-
tion, poor health, and family con-
cerns.”

And yet, the “work longer” mantra
persists; the Economist magazine
featured a headline last month
that trumpeted: “Why you should
never retire.” That may have benefits
for the economy when the labor mar-
ket is tight, but the nation should not
depend on people working longer to
make up for inadequate retirement-
income security. This only exacer-
bates inequalities in wealth, health,
well-being and retirement time.

Working until you drop is not a civ-
ilized plan for a civilized society. We
desperately need a Gray New
Deal that improves jobs for older
workers while also restoring and
boosting pensions and retirement
security. Federal and state incentives
should promote better-paying and
age-appropriate work. Improved job
training and stronger unions would
also make a difference.

An Older Workers’ Bureau at the
Department of  Labor could help
steer and support such efforts.
Strengthening pensions would help
ensure that older workers get better
wages and conditions and are work-
ing by choice rather than necessity.
We need subsidized guaranteed
retirement accounts and advance-
funded pensions, and an expanded
Social Security system.

Some may fret about the price tag
of  a different approach, but the sta-
tus quo is unacceptable and unsus-
tainable in both human and econom-
ic terms. A Gray New Deal would
save money and save lives.

••••••••••
Ghilarducci is a professor of  eco-

nomics at the New School for Social
Research.

‘Work longer’ is not a solution
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Central questions

1) What son of a former Cincinnati Red became the
youngest player to reach 350 home runs in 1998?

2) What city is home to
Carnegie Mellon University?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Ken Griffey Jr.
2) Pittsburgh
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40 NOTICES 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS

70 INSTRUCTIO         N,
90 SALE CALENDAR

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
TION CREW Building
new & remodeling.
Garages, Pole Barns,
Roofing, siding, win-
dows, ect. Call 567-279-
2591 
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Sale Location - Chicka-

saw, Landmark
St. Rt. 274 - Chickasaw,

Ohio
Directions: Go 4 miles
East of 127, or 6 miles
West of New Bremen to

Chickasaw
SATURDAY, MARCH

16th
10 A.M.

TRACTORS- TRUCKS-
CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

2012 John Deere 4720
tractor with cab - 354
hours, 2021 T66 Bobcat
Skid Steer 2 speed with
enclosed heat/ac cab –

735 hours.
DRILLS, PLANTERS,
PLOWS, DISK,

TILLAGE, AUGERS
Brillion 28 ft field cultiva-
tor with harrow,  John

Deere 5 shank disk chis-
el, plow, Brillion 5 ft lawn
seeder with 3 point

attachment, J&amp;M 6
inch hydraulic unload
auger for gravity wagon.
WAGONS, MANURE
EQUIPMENT, AND HAY

EQUIPMENT
New Idea 484 4x5 round
baler, Two 18 ft Bale

Queen wagons, trailer, 8
ft PTO driven

tedder/rake combo.
MISCELLANEOUS
John Deere 997 zero
turn diesel lawn mower
with 72 inch deck, Hard-
ee tree sprayer, Live-
stock trailers, 375 board
feet of cherry wood lum-
ber, Anvils, mowers, Ele-

vators, Gates,
Duals, Tires.

This is only a partial list-
ing of equipment that
will be at the Auction.
We are still accepting
equipment on Thursday,
March 14th and Friday,
March 15th; 9am till 8pm
No Saturday Consign-

ments
Any Questions or to

consign items call Brad
Rindler 419-584-6356
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE
Auctioneers bonded in
favor and licensed by
the State of Ohio 
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-

land, IN
Friday Evening
March 8th, 2024
5:00 P.M..

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Lighted curio cabinet;
sofa; loveseat; china
hutch; tea cart; doll
house; cane bottom

chairs; cedar
chest; Heywood Wake-
field basket; hanging
lamp; small kitchen

appliances; Longaberger
baskets; Coke tray;

glass ice bucket; wood
shutters; doll house;
fiberglass step ladder;
bicycle; several boxes of
small collectibles that
have been boxed and
not sorted as of the time
of the listing; and many
other items not listed.
MAXWELL FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112  
PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH

23rd, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:  

7136 N 650 E. BRYANT,
IN.

OPEN HOUSE: 
Sunday, March 10TH
from 1-3 pm, or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

80 Acres in Section 7,
Wabash Township. To
be offered in tracts and

combinations.
Tract 1: 2.5 Acres with 3
bed, 2 bath brick ranch
style home containing
1792 sq ft finished living
area. Attached 2 car

garage, central air, lofted
barn, detached
garage/grainery.

Tract 2: 66 Acres Practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 3: 2.4 Acres practi-
cally all tillable with

frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 4: 7 Acres Wooded
with access on CR 650

E.
TRACTOR – ANTIQUES

– MISC
Farmall A Tractor with
cycle bar mower, belly
mower and blade. 5 gal-
lon milk can. CC saw.
Chicken crate. Old
gates. Walking plows.
Old toys. Tinker toys

and games.  Hand paint-
ed lamp globe.

OWNER: Laux Trust-
Thomas J. Laux Trustee
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip for
more photos.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH

9th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:

4023 S 800 W. RED-
KEY, IN.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1: 25 Acres in Sec-
tion 5, Jefferson Town-
ship with 23 acres till-
able, balance being non-

tillable and road
frontage.

Tract 2: 9.6 Acres in
Section 6, Jefferson

Township. Practically all
tillable. For more infor-
mation phone auction-
eers. Land will be sold
at 4023 S 800 W, Red-

key IN.
TRUCK – TRACTOR -
FARM EQUIPMENT –

MISC
Bambauer hog manure
hyd. hose reel, PTO

driven on transport. PTO
hog manure pump. Wil-

son 45’ hopper bottom
grain trailer. 1000-500-
300 gallon fuel tanks.
Work benches.

ANTIQUES – HOUSE-
HOLD

Plastic Marathon sign.
Garden plows. Garden
planter. Oil cans. Maytag
washer and dryer. Gladi-
ator refrigerator. Full line
of household furnishings

and furniture.
OWNER: Anita Orr,
Wade Weesner POA
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

Check AuctionZip & Auc-
tionsoft for more photos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR
RENT 516 S. Meridian
St. Redkey IN. For more
informatin call 765-729-
0571 or 765-260-4381.  
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Leave Message

260-301-1805

All types of construction

Exterior 
Finishing

SCHWARTZ HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777
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PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 4023 S 800 W. REDKEY, INDIANA

SATURDAY

March 9th, 2024
10:00 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

Tract 1:  25 Acres in Section 5, Jefferson
Township with 23 acres tillable, balance being
non-tillable and road frontage. 
Tract 2:  9.6 Acres in Section 6, Jefferson
Township. Practically all tillable. For more
information phone auctioneers. Land will be sold
at 4023 S 800 W, Redkey IN. 

TRUCK – TRACTOR - 
FARM EQUIPMENT – MISC

Bambauer hog manure hyd. hose reel, PTO driven
on transport. PTO hog manure pump. 2005 Volvo
semi with VE-D12 engine, 10 speed trans with
sleeper. 1994 Volvo tri axel dump truck, 13 speed
trans. 2010 Chevy 2500 HD reg cab 4x4 pickup.
Wilson 45’ hopper bottom grain trailer. Great Dane
40’ flat bed semi-trailer with straps. Single axel
utility trailer. Grasshopper 900D zero turn mower,
1,080 hours. (2) Simplicity zero turn mowers for
parts. Farmall 460 tractor (needs work). 18-4 x 36
hub mount duals. Millermatic 252 welder. Acetylene
cutting set. Napa battery charger. Porter Cable floor
model drill press. Fimco RTV sprayer. Engine lift.
Lawn sweeper and cart. 1000-500-300 gallon fuel
tanks. Work benches. Echo gas powered blower.
Pallet jack. Floor jack. 2” trash pump. Air tank.
Portable air compressor. Extension cords. Bolt bins.
Shop lights. 30’ fiberglass extension ladder. Fuel
additives. Shop and hand tools. Lawn and garden
tools.  

ANTIQUES – HOUSEHOLD 
Plastic Marathon sign. Garden plows. Garden
planter. Oil cans. Platform scale. Large Frigidaire
chest type freezer. Solar Storm tanning bed. Maytag
washer and dryer. Gladiator refrigerator. Full line of
household furnishings and furniture.               
TERMS: Real Estate, Cash with 10% down day of
the auction, balance at closing. Closing to be

within 30-45 days. Not subject to buyer obtaining
financing. 

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for
more photos.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Anita Orr, 
Wade Weesner POA

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 

AND REAL ESTATE 
AC31800004

Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 

CR 2-14, 3-2 NS/NT 2-28 RB/NG 2-27-2024

Marion Young Farmers
Consignment Auction

Sale Location - Chickasaw, Landmark
St. Rt. 274 - Chickasaw, Ohio

Directions: Go 4 miles East of 127, or 6 miles West of New Bremen to
Chickasaw

Saturday, March 16th, 2024
10:00 A.M.

*Additional Consignments Have Been Added*
Tractors, Trucks, Construction Equipment

2012 John Deere 4720 tractor with cab - 354 hours, 2021 T66 Bobcat Skid Steer
2 speed withenclosed heat/ac cab – 735 hours, John Deere 320 skid steer

Drills, Planters, Plows, Disk, Tillage, Augers
Brillion 28 ft field cultivator with harrow, Unverferth 28 ft rolling basket,
Kongskilde 29 ft danish tine field cultivator, John Deere 980 22 ft field cultivator
with 5 bar Remlinger harrow, John Deere 5 shank disk chisel, International 720
4-16 moldboard plow, Brillion 5 ft lawn seeder with 3 point attachment, John
Deere 8300 12 ft grain drill, International 6 row cultivator, Allis Chalmers 3300
16 ft bi fold disk, International 16 ft disk, John Deere 10 ft disk, John Deere
145A 5-16 semi mounted plow with cylinder, John Deere 6 row cultivator, Yetter
rotary hoe, 1989 Mayrath 8 inch by 62 ft swing away auger with new PTO shaft
and hydraulic motor, J&amp;M 6 inch hydraulic unload auger for gravity wagon

Wagons, Manure Equipment, and Hay Equipment
New Idea 484 4x5 round baler, Two 18 ft Bale Queen wagons, Teagle Tomahawk
505M Bale Shredder, Kohler straw blower tailgate mulcher, 6 ft by 11 ft metal
tip trailer, 8 ft PTO driven tedder/rake combo, Flat bed 8 ft by 15 ft hay wagon,
12 ft 3 point wheel rake, New Holland rolabar rake, J&amp;M 250 hopper
wagons, J&amp;M 350 hopper wagons, Bale wagons

Miscellaneous
John Deere 997 zero turn diesel lawn mower with 72 inch deck, New Holland 40
silage blower, Demco 500 gallon sprayer with 45 ft booms, Van Dale mixer,
Hardee tree sprayer, 1988 Clark 9 shank manual fold nitrogen applicator with 550
gallon tank, Livestock trailers, 375 board feet of cherry wood lumber, Anvils, 4
ft by 8 ft trailer with removable sides, Picking cart, Hay, Straw, Bulk bins in
various sizes, Hog feeders, Waterers, Fans, Riding mowers, Elevators, Gates,
Duals, Tires

This is only a partial listing of equipment that will be at the Auction.
We are still accepting equipment on Thursday, March 14th and Friday, March

15th; 9am till 8pm No Saturday Consignments
Load-out service available until Sunday Evening

Terms of Payment: Must have proper ID and Good Check on the day of the
sale

Coldwater Auction Service
Auctioneers bonded in favor and licensed by the State of Ohio

Lunch Stand provided by local 4-H Club
Any questions or to consign items call Brad Rindler: 419-584-6356
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  Public Notice
Madison Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2023
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2023

Number
Governmental Activities

0 withholding $438.00 $0.00 $0.00 $438.00
1 Cumulative Fire $56,456.42 $9,744.69 $0.00 $66,201.11
2 Fire Fighting $46,726.86 $3,978.13 $3,331.00 $47,373.99
3 Levy Excess $67.00 $0.00 $0.00 $67.00
4 Rainy Day $3,630.52 $0.00 $0.00 $3,630.52
5 Township $22,889.16 $15,246.14 $12,349.65 $25,785.65
6 TownshipAssistance $16,211.15 $2,266.38 $270.28 $18,207.25

Total all funds $146,419.11 $31,235.34 $15,950.93 $161,703.52
CERTIFICATION
State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, Scott Hilfiker, Trustee of Madison Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Scott Hilfiker, Madison Township Trustee
Telephone:260-726-5135
Date this report was to be published 3-2-2024.
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Madison
Township at its annual meeting this 13th day of February, 2024
Patty Starr, Madison Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
13th day of February, 2024
Madison Township Board:
Patty Starr
Charlene Theurer
Greg Shreeve
CR 3-2-2024- HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Women’s Building  at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806 E Votaw Street, Portland
Indiana on Friday Morning

MARCH 8, 2024 
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS - OLD & 
COLLECTORS ITEMS 

Lighted curio cabinet; sofa; loveseat; china hutch;
dresser; kitchen table with 4 chairs; tea cart; knee
hole desk; 2 pc. chest with mirror; (2) night stands;
glider; chairs; TV stand; Oak sofa table; Oak
dresser; kid’s picnic table; chest; floor lamps; quilts;
bedding; pictures; shelves; swing; kerosene heater;
pet cage; Portland bicycle license plates; gumball
machine; heater; swing; twisted wire ice cream
chairs; magazine stand; wood kids chairs; hall tree
stand; doll house; cane bottom chairs; cedar chest;
lamps; galvanized rinse tub; Heywood Wakefield
basket; hanging lamp;  small kitchen appliances;
Longaberger baskets; cookbooks; Hall Autum Leaf
cannister set; porcelain pans; Coke tray; S & P sets;
ceramic cannister set; measuring cups; figurines;
baking dishes; utensils; electric grill; baking pans;
brass candleholders; Golden Eagle Express semi-
trailer; flatware; coffee grinder; mixing bowls;
books; thermos; porcelain mugs; glass ice bucket;
wood shutters; doll house;  fiberglass step ladder;
bicycle;  several boxes of small collectibles that
have been boxed and not sorted as of the time of the
listing; and many other items not listed.

MAXWELL FAMILY
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   

Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112
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The Patriots came up
short in three events, but
it didn’t matter.

The Jay County Junior
High School swim team
cruised past the Bluffton
Tigers on Thursday, as the
boys team won all but one
event for a 165-115 win and
the girls took the meet by a
score of  188-117 with all
but two victories.

The boys’ 200-yard
freestyle relay broke a
school record. Previously,
Brad Fisher, Derek
Arnold, Kyle Weaver and
Caleb Dann combined to
swim a 1 minute, 47.16 sec-
onds time back in 1988. On
Thursday, Rock
Beiswanger, Carson West-
gerdes, Raif  Beiswanger
and Cooper Glentzer put
together a swim of  1:45.68

to shave 1.48 seconds off
of  the school record.

Five Patriots ended as
dual-event winners. For
the boys, Cooper Glentzer
swam a time of  1:06.15 in
the 100 backstroke to
claim the win, while tak-
ing on the 50 freestyle in
only 26.1 seconds.

Westgerdes also picked
up a pair with a 1:08.33 in
the 100 individual medley
and a 1:19.46 in the 100
breaststroke.

The girls had one extra
tanker take two events, as
Maria Laux, Elly Byrum
and Brooklynn Byrum
each captured a pair.

Laux’s victories came in
the 100 and 200 freestyle
with times of  1:00.87 and
2:23.48 respectively.

Elly Byrum came out on

top in the 50 freestyle
(27.46) and 100 backstroke
(1:12.26), while Brooklynn
Byrum won the 400
freestyle (4:52.78) and 100
breaststroke (1:22.02).

Both the boys and girls
teams won the 200 medley
relay and the 400 freestyle
relay, while the boys also
won the 200 freestyle relay.

Other victories for the
boys include Grady
Warvel in the 200 freestyle,
Raif  Beiswanger in the 50
butterfly, Rock
Beiswanger in the 100
freestyle and Grant
Glentzer in the 400
freestyle.

Other victories for the
girls include Jordyn
Champ in 1-meter diving
and Kaitlyn Fisher in the
50 butterfly.

The Patriots didn’t have
their smoothest start against
the Tigers, but six pins, anoth-
er victory and four forfeits lift-
ed them to victory.

The Jay County Junior High
School wrestling team stared
at a 21-3 deficit against the
Bluffton Tigers before rallying
for a 62-57 victory on Thursday.

Mitchell Byrum opened the
match with a win in the 75-
pound contest as he beat
Bluffton’s Boone Sprunger in a
9-6 decision.

A forfeit and three straight
losses led to the early deficit.
The Patriots (14-6) slowly
worked themselves back into
position, with six victories by
fall.

Going into the final contest-
ed match, Jay County owned a
56-51 lead because of  a quick
pin by Freddie Lingo in the 190
contest and a forfeit in the 215.

Jayce Campbell grabbed six
more points for the Tigers by
pinning Charlee Burress at the

1 minute, 34 second mark of
the second period in the 245
match, but Bluffton didn’t have
an opponent for George
Plessinger III in the 285 con-
test, securing the Patriots the
victory.

Of  the 15 contested matches,
Jay County took seven, all but
Byrum’s victory being by fall.

Joining Lingo by pinning
their opponents were Jackson
Bonifas in the 100-pound
match (3:08), Walter Cam-
pofiore in the 106 (3:53), Max
McClain in the 126 (12 sec-
onds), Cooper Reynolds in the
144 (0:49) and Caleb Sibray in
the 150 (0:22).

Of  the eight Patriot losses,
seven were by fall.

Suffering losses in the match
were Karson Hines (85-pound
contest), Danica Chowning
(90), Corbin Lothridge (95),
Logan Wendel (113), Miles
Jones (120), Alex Rivers (132),
Amara Crawford (175) and Bur-
ress (245).
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Full-page color
$550 (only one available)

1/2-page color – $475
1/2-page B&W – $300
1/4-page B&W – $225

Big business card (3x3.5) – $100
Business card (2x2) – $60

Contact Lindsey
at L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Deadline for ads is Wednesday, March 6

Space for color ads is
limited and will be

on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

Patriots pull out narrow win

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Mitchell Byrum of Jay County Junior High School nearly pins Bluffton’s Boone
Sprunger in the 75-pound match Thursday. Byrum led off with a 9-6 decision to get the Patriots
started as they beat Bluffton 62-57.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Elly Byrum swims the backstroke as part of the Jay County Junior High
School’s 200-yard medley relay team during Thursday’s meet against Bluffton.

Patriot JH swim
sweeps Bluffton

By PETER SBLENDORIO
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Caitlin Clark, Iowa’s record-
setting superstar who is closing
in on the all-time NCAA scoring
crown, declared Thursday for
the 2024 WNBA draft, in which
she’s widely expected to be the
first overall pick.

Clark’s announcement came
with one game remaining on

No. 6 Iowa’s regular-season
schedule, eliminating any spec-
ulation about whether the gen-
erational talent might return
for a fifth collegiate season.

“While this season is far from
over and we have a lot more
goals to achieve, it will be my
last one at Iowa,” Clark said. “It
is impossible to fully express my
gratitude to everyone who has
supported me.”

The Indiana Fever hold the
No. 1 selection in the April 15
draft, which is set to take place
at the Brooklyn Academy of
Music and host fans for the first
time in eight years.

Clark made her draft declara-
tion less than 24 hours after she
became the highest-scoring
player in the history of  major
college women’s basketball,
passing Kansas great Lynette

Woodard with a 33-point per-
formance at Minnesota.

Earlier in February, Clark set
the women’s scoring record in
the NCAA, which did not govern
the sport during Woodard’s
playing career from 1977-81 and
therefore doesn’t recognize her
statistics.

Clark is now 18 points away
from breaking Pete Maravich’s
all-time NCAA scoring record

of  3,667 points, which he set at
LSU from 1967-70. Clark, who
hasn’t scored fewer than 24
points in a game this season,
could set the new high mark
Sunday at home against No. 2
Ohio State.

The 6-foot Clark, a senior
guard, was eligible for a fifth
season at Iowa due to the
NCAA’s COVID-19 waiver for the
2020-2021 season.

Caitlin Clark declares for 2024 WNBA draft
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The Commercial Review
The News-Gazette,

The News Times
The Red Ball Express
The News and Sun

CONTACT US
L.Cochran@thecr.com

260-726-8141

ADVERTISING
MUST APPEAR

IN MARCH
Pricing does not apply to

Special Sections

75% off
any full-page ad

That means:

$460 for a full-page color ad

$409.50 for a full-page
black and white ad

Buy any 3x3 ad,
get one

FREE

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today       
Fort Recovery — Girls bowling State

at H.P. Lanes in Columbus – 10:45 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high swimming

vs. Bellmont – 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Junior high swimming

at South Adams – 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

10 a.m. — Premier League: West
Ham United at Everton (USA)

10 a.m. — Formula 1: Bahrain Grand
Prix (ESPN)

12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Villanova at Providence (FOX); Butler at
DePaul (FS1); Florida at South Carolina
(ESPN)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League: Aston
Villa at Luton Town (USA)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Kansas at Baylor (ABC); Illinois at Wis-
consin (BTN)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Cognizant Clas-
sic (NBC)

1:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Arkansas at Kentucky (CBS)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Oklahoma State at Texas (ESPN2)
2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Marquette at Creighton (FOX);
UMass Amherst at Davidson (USA)

3 p.m. — NASCAR cup Series:
Pennzoil 400 (FS1)

3 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Illinois State at Missouri State
(Bally Indiana)

3 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at
Detroit Red Wings (ABC)

3:15 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Penn State at Minnesota (BTN)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
N.C. State at North Carolina (ESPN); Mis-
sissippi State at Auburn (ESPN2); USC
at Washington (CBS)

4:30 p.m. — MLS: Orlando City at
Inter Miami (FOX)

5 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series: The
LiUNA! (FS1)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Iowa at Northwestern (BTN)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Virginia at Duke (ESPN); Texas Tech at
West Virginia (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — NHL: Minnesota Wild at St.
Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Xavier at Georgetown (FS1)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Michigan State at Purdue (FOX); Houston
at Oklahoma (ESPN2); Tennessee at Ala-
bama (ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at

Los Angeles Lakers (ABC)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Gonzaga at St. Mary’s (ESPN); Long
Beach State at UC Irvine (ESPN2)

Sunday
8 a.m. — Premier League: AFC

Bournemouth at Burnley (USA)
12 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Seton Hall at UConn (CBS)
12 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Tennessee at South Carolina
(ESPN); Oklahoma State at Baylor
(ESPN2)

1 p.m. — NBA: Philadelphia 76ers at
Dallas Maverick (ABC)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Cognizant Clas-
sic (NBC)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Ohio State at Iowa (FOX)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Indiana at Maryland (CBS)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Louisville at Notre Dame (ESPN)

2 p.m. — College gymnastics: Florida
at Kentucky (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Creighton at Seton Hall (FS1);
Nebraska at Illinois (BTN)

3:30 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils
at Los Angeles Kings (TNT)

3:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State War-
riors at Boston Celtics (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR cup Series:
Pennzoil 400 (FOX)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Bradley at Drake (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Murray State at Indiana State (Bally Indi-
ana); Michigan at Ohio State (CBS)

4 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Duke at North Carolina (ESPN)

5 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: DePaul at Villanova (FS1)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: UAB at Memphis (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Rutgers at Nebraska (BTN)

7 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks at
Cleveland Cavaliers (ESPN); Indiana Pac-
ers at San Antonio Spurs (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Purdue at Michigan (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Stanford at Colorado (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City
Thunder at Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

Monday
3 p.m. — Premier League: Arsenal at

Sheffield United (USA)
7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at

Philadelphia Flyers (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Duke at N.C. State (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Texas at Baylor (ESPN)

Tuesday
1 p.m. — MLB spring training: New

York Yankees at New York Mets (ESPN)
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:

PSG at Real Sociedad (CBS)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Syracuse at Clemson (ESPN2); Provi-
dence at Georgetown (FS1); Alabama at
Florida (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at
Cleveland Cavaliers (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at
Dallas Mavericks (Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Kansas State at Kansas (ESPN); Florida
State at Pitt (ESPN2); St. John’s at
DePaul (FS1)

10 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at
Denver Nuggets (TNT)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Nevada at Boise State (FS1)

Local notes
Tournament scheduled

The Fort Recovery High School volley-
ball program is holding its annual alumni
volleyball tournament on Friday, March
22.

Teams can consist of former players
or anyone living in Fort Recovery, and
don’t need to be from the same graduat-
ing class.

Entry costs are $10 per player, with
all proceeds going to the FRHS volleyball
team.

For more information, contact Travis

Guggenbiller by March 20 by emailing
guggenbillert@fortrecoveryschools.org.

Midwest Walleye Challenge
Indiana anglers are invited to partici-

pate in the 2024 Midwest Walleye Chal-
lenge, a virtual fishing tournament.

The tournament begins March 30 and
ends June 30, with walleye, sauger and
saugeye counting. Contestants need to
utilize the MyCatch mobile app to submit
photos of their catches with a measuring
device.

Participants can enter for free for the
chance at the grand prize or pay a $25
fee to be eligible for biweekly cash
prizes.

Those interested in participating can
register by visiting
AnglersAtlas.com/event/769 or by using
the MyCatch app. For further informa-
tion, visit on.IN.gov/walleye.

Registration open
Registration for the Dunkirk co-ed

softball league is now open.
The league will start on April 7, and

will cost $250 for each team to register.
First and second-place teams win a pay-
out of $400 and $200, respectively.

To register, call Brock Farmer at (765)
209-4289.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS — Nate Wig-
gins was taken aback Thursday
when informed some sports
books have placed an over/under
of  4.55 seconds on his time in the
40-yard dash.

The Clemson quarterback,
speaking a day before his posi-
tion performs the on-field drills
during the NFL Scouting Com-
bine, said his fastest time in
practice for the event was a blis-
tering 4.27.

“I don’t know who they’re
watching,” he said of  oddsmak-
ers.

Listed at 6-foot-2 and 185
pounds for the Tigers, the 20-
year-old already has the atten-
tion of  pro scouts. If  he matches
his fastest 40 on Friday — or
even comes close — he could
shoot to the top of  a competitive
position group ahead of  April’s
draft.

“I set myself  apart because I’m
a lockdown corner,” Wiggins
said at the Indiana Convention
Center. “I’m very fast, and I’m a
technician. I think I’m the best
corner in the draft because I can
lock down one side of  the field

completely and take the receiver
out of  the game.”

NFL Network draft analyst
Daniel Jermiah pegged Wiggins
as the 15th overall pick by the
Indianapolis Colts in his most
recent mock draft.

That might soon appear to be a
low estimate.

Still, there are plenty of  other
talented corners who believe
they will be the first player
selected at the position.

Topping the list is Alabama’s
Terrion Arnold, currently
ranked No. 1 ahead of  Wiggins
by nfldraftscout.com. Also 20
years old, the Crimson Tide list-
ed Arnold at 6-foot and 196
pounds.

“It’s déjà vu,” Arnold said of
attending the Combine. “I’m
already sitting in the dream. I
was in front of  y’all, talking to
y’all, and this moment to me it
means everything because I’m
the type of  person that really
loves football, and I feel like I’m
very blessed and highly favored.

“So I give all the glory to God,
and it’s a testament to my faith
and how I was raised. I humble
myself. I treat everybody with
respect. I know to treat the jani-

tor like the CEO. You never know
who you come in contact with,
and at the end of  the day you just
want to give your family a good
last name and try to leave a lega-
cy.”

Quinyon Mitchell is also try-
ing to leave a legacy.

The Toledo star turned plenty
of  heads during Senior Bowl
week in January and comes to
the Combine as the third-ranked
cornerback.

He’s out to prove the Mid-
American Conference — which
includes alums like Ben Roeth-
lisberger, Antonio Gates and
Khalil Mack — can still produce
first-round picks and pro stars.

“I feel the Group of  5, just
nationally, is disrespected,”
Mitchell said. “The NFL isn’t
made of  solely Power 5 guys. It’s
guys in the Group of  5 doing
their thing all across the country.
So shout out to those guys, too.”

Mitchell had opportunities to
leave the Rockets through the
transfer portal, but he remained
loyal to the program that took a
chance on him after he struggled
academically in his final year of
high school.

Just as he did when he entered

college, Mitchell is coming to the
NFL with something to prove.

“Just my grit, the chip on my
shoulder, that I compete,”
Mitchell said of  what makes him
unique in this class. “I’m big. I’m
strong. I’m fast. I feel those three
things separate me.”

HAWKEYE OF ALL
TRADES

Iowa cornerback Cooper
DeJean only began running full
speed last week after a broken
fibula cut short his final college
season.

He won’t compete in the on-
field drills Friday but is expect-
ing to perform during the
Hawkeyes’ pro day.

DeJean played both outside
and in the slot at Iowa, and NFL
teams already have spoken to
him about the possibility of  play-
ing safety at the next level.

“I’ve talked to a few teams,
yeah, about just moving
around,” he said. “Being able to
play multiple different positions,
I think that’s an advantage —
coming into this league, being
able to play wherever they put
me.”

The obvious follow-up is which

position does DeJean prefer?
“It doesn’t matter to me, to be

honest,” he said. “I’ll play any-
where. I just want to play ball.”

COMPETITIVE NATURE
Ohio State tight end Cade

Stover was asked if  his decision
to play in the Cotton Bowl — at a
time when many highly rated
prospects are opting out of  the
season-ending exhibitions — is
being met with approval by NFL
teams.

“The goal wasn’t to impress
the NFL scouts,” Stover said.
“The goal was to go out there
with the rest of  the guys. … I felt
like sitting out of  that game — I
was advised to by agents, and I
just didn’t feel comfortable doing
that. It’s something — I couldn’t
go to sleep at night if  I was gonna
do that.”

Stover takes a similar
approach to his decision to com-
pete in all the on-field drills Fri-
day — another step often skipped
by some prospects.

“I owe it to myself  to do this,”
he said. “I owe it to my family to
do this. And if  you don’t like it,
you don’t like it. But I’m going
out there and doing everything.”

Competition for top slot at cornerback
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Join us in spreading the Easter cheer through the strokes of your
crayons and the magic of your imagination. Submit your masterpiece

to The Commercial Review's Easter Coloring Contest
and let the colors of celebration blossom!

Yoour colored picture will be on display in our office and
The winners will run and be announced on March 30th!
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P..O. Box 1049
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1. Contest age groups are 6 & under, and 7-10
2. Crayyons, colored pencils or markers mayy be used.
Adults mayy assist in completing the entry form, but not
in the coloring.

3 Entries must be in by March 20 2024
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