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Sewer
rates
set to

g0 up
again

Consultant
estimaltes
increase will
come in at
about 20%

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Sewage rates will be
going up again.

How much is not quite
clear.

Portland City Council on
Monday approved up to a
36% sewer rate increase on
first reading.

The percentage will be
finalized based on recent
bids for work at the city’s
wastewater treatment
plant and returned to
council for approval on
second reading at its
March 18 meeting.

Council members also
questioned a fundraising
letter that was recently dis-
tributed by Portland Police
Department.

Ross Hagen of account-
ing and consulting firm
Baker Tilly explained to
council members that the
version of the ordinance
prepared for them Monday
represented the highest
amount the city may have
needed to cover the $30 mil-
lion bond they have previ-
ously approved. (The bond
amount was also set high
to make sure sufficient
funding was available for

the work.)
To cover that full bond
amount would have

required a 36% sewage
rate increase. While the
numbers are still being
finalized, Hagen said that
based on the bids the actu-
al increase looks like it will
be about 20%. He projected
the average customer’s
monthly bill would go to
between $72 and $74.50
from the current $61.53.
See Rates page 7
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Show-ing
The Jay County High School show choirs performed their competition shows in front of their home crowd
Monday night. Pictured Ellie Darnell (center) performs as part of the Patriot Edition show, which tells the story of a girl
running away from home. Surrounding Darnell, from left, are Tessa Miller, Ethan Garrison, Junior Blazquez and Gavin
Hambrock. Patriot Edition and Just Treble will be in competition again Saturday at the Columbia City Cup.
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‘Bring your dancing shoes’

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Imagine prom, but for
adults.

Jay County Fair-
grounds is hosting its first
adult prom dance from 6
to 10 p.m. March 16.

“A lot of the time, our
events are kind of more
family oriented,”
explained Jay County
Fair Board president
Aaron Loy. “We thought
this was a great opportu-
nity to do something just
for the adults or parents,

Fairgrounds is hosting
inaugural adult prom

so they could have a night
out to relax and have some
fun.”

The Bubp building will
open at 6 p.m. March 16,
offering finger foods and

JLARLLSE

Fire
on Main

Smoke pours from
a west-facing window
at 409 W. Main St.,
Portland, on Monday
morning. Portland
firefighters took about
a half hour to put out

the fire that was
mostly contained to
the kitchen. For

details, see Capsule
Reports on page 2.

In review

Tickets are on sale to see
barbershop quartet Instant
Classic in concert at 7 p.m.
March 21 at the Jay County
Campus of Arts Place. Tickets
are $5 for students and $12 for
adults and are available at
myartsplace.org, by calling
(260) 726-4809 or by visiting
Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,

Portland.

Weather

per hour.

outlook.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture climbed to 73 degrees
Monday. The low was 54.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the mid 30s. Expect
partly cloudy skies Thursday
with a high in the lower 50s
and winds gusting to 20 miles

See page 2 for an extended

refreshments to prom
attendees. (Alcoholic bev-
erages will also be avail-
able to those 21 and
older.) The Cold Hearts
band — Portland native

Andy Frantz serves as
lead guitar and harmony
vocals for the group —
will begin playing at 7
p.m. to get the crowd mov-
ing.

Jay County Fair-
grounds opened ticket
sales for the event in Octo-
ber, drumming up interest
from a number of commu-
nity members over the
next several months.

Originally, plans were
to utilize a DJ for the
evening, but fair board
member Katie Loy

explained they selected
The Cold Hearts to utilize
a local tie and pull a larg-
er crowd. In January, the
group added the fair-
ground’s adult prom to its
list of events on Face-
book.

Katie Loy said a lot of
the interest she’s heard
for the dance stems from
couples who didn’t have
the opportunity to attend
their  school’s prom
together.

See Dancing page 7

Water plans move forward

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

The village is planning
ahead.

Fort Recovery Village
Council agreed Monday to
move forward with PMG
Consulting and Shoaf
Consulting for engineer-
ing work in connection
with switching the vil-
lage’s water plant to a
reverse osmosis facility.
Marvin Gnagy, owner of
PMG Consulting, and Rob
Shoaf, owner of Shoaf
Consulting, will provide a
proposal for design and
engineering related to
changes to the water plant.

Village administrator
Randy Diller explained
the two companies, which
are partnering for the
project, were the only ones
to submit a statement of
qualifications for the
work. Gnagy and Shoaf
conducted a study for Fort
Recovery last year, sug-
gesting two potential
water softening alterna-
tives to the village’s cur-

In review

The City of Portland will
hold its spring clean-up week
March 18 through 22. Resi-
dents can place large trash
items at the curb for pick-up
with regular trash during that
week. Items that will not be
accepted include electronics,
construction materials and
tires.

Engineering work OK’d in
connection with changes
to village’s treatment plant

rent method. The village
has been looking into
shifting from its current
lime and caustic soda
treatment to reverse osmo-
sis membrane softening,
which would involve
pumping water under
pressure through reverse
osmosis membrane ele-
ments (tube-shaped filters
with about 15 layers).

The new softening
process would decrease
the village’s chemical
costs by an estimated
$210,000 annually, with ini-
tial construction costs

include installing 56
reverse 0smosis mem-
branes as well as locating
and drilling a third well.
The timeline for the
project will likely depend
on whether the village
receives the $4 million it
applied for through the
Water and Wastewater
Infrastructure Grant Pro-
gram, which allows Ohio
communities to apply for
up to $5 million in grants
for construction projects.
If the village is awarded
the $4 million, noted
Diller, it will need to act

estimated at $4.35 million. quickly.
Construction would See Water page 2
Coming up

Thursday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Park

Board meeting.

Friday — Collegiate Check-
up looks at local athletes com-
peting at the next level.
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Water ...

Continued from page 1

Per the grant stipulations,
the project would need to be bid
out by the end of the year.

“I don’t want to stop, I want
to be prepared so when we do
hear about (the grant), we can
say, All right, it’s time to go,
we’ve got to get moving,’ or, All
right, let’s figure out how we’re
going to fund this thing.””

Diller also mentioned he and
other village representatives
visited Van Buren’s waste-
water facility Monday. Lemna
Environmental Technologies
— the village is considering a
$1 million to $2 million propos-
al from the Minnesota compa-
ny — developed a process for

the city’s wastewater treat-
ment.

“It has potential, is how I'll say
it so far, but we’re not talking
apples to apples with them,” he
said. “They don’t have any indus-
try in there, it’s all domestic,
period. They have a huge indus-
try there, a popcorn plant, but
they don’t take their waste.”

Diller noted the Van Buren
lagoons had “absolutely no
smell,” and he said he plans to
ask to see a facility with a closer
comparison to the village’s
wastewater loading and volume.

In related news, he pointed out
a smell has returned to Fort
Recovery’s wastewater lagoons,
and the village has been treating

CR almanac

its ponds with two different prod-
ucts in an effort to mitigate it.

In other business, council
members Al Post, Luke Knapke,
Cliff Wendel, Scott Pearson, Erik
Fiely and Greg Schmitz:

*Were reminded about the real
estate tax meeting scheduled for
1 p.m. Saturday in the communi-
ty room at Fort Recovery High
School. The public is invited to
attend to ask questions and learn
more about the process.

«Agreed to continue two enter-
prise zone agreements with J&M
Manufacturing for another year.

«Heard efforts to improve safe-
ty measures at the intersection
of Elm and Center streets — it
involves installing flashing bea-

cons and enhancing crosswalks
— should be completed before
children and teenagers return to
school in August following sum-
mer break. The $60,000 cost will
be split between Fort Recovery
Local Schools and the village.
«Amended the wage ordinance
to increase Ambassador Pool
assistant managers’ pay based on
the number of years they’ve
returned to the position. Return-
ing assistant managers will
receive 50 cents an hour raises
per year. (In related news, Diller
noted Aidan O’Dell of the utility
department will be bumped to
utility operator, a $1-per-hour
increase. O’Dell recently passed
another certification test, a stipu-

Felony arrests

lation laid out in the wage ordi-
nance for receiving the raise.)

«Authorized Diller to execute
an easement with the state for
the new traffic signal being
installed at the intersection of
Elm and Butler streets.

*Heard the county is no longer
receiving tipping fee revenues
from the landfill, meaning the
village and others will need to
consider a few different options.
Those include a fee paid by the
sites receiving solid waste from
Mercer County — Diller noted
that will likely result in resi-
dents’ price per trash bag
increasing — or charging a fee on
each improved parcel in the
county.

Class C misdemeanor for

Dependent neglect
A Portland woman was
arrested Monday for neg-

Trista L. Carreno, 35,
2367 W. Indiana 26, is
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6

felony for the alleged
crime.

She was being held on a
$5,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Failed to appear
A Hartford City woman

was arrested Monday for
failing to appear in court.

Cassie C. Miller, 25, 1005
W. Kickapoo St., is
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6
felony for possession of
methamphetamine and a

possession of parapherna-
lia. She failed to appear in
court Sept. 12 for a change
of plea hearing.

Miller was being held
without bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
36-42-50-52-67
Power Ball: 26
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$485 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$650 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-5-3
Daily Four: 1-0-2-6
Quick Draw: 1-2-6-14-

Daily Four: 7-4-1-3

Quick Draw: 5-13-14-
23-30-31-33-37-40-42-43-44-
45-48-52-54-60-67-69-70

Cash 5: 5-14-29-40-44

Estimated jackpot:
$1.2 million

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-8-7
Pick 4: 9-5-8-0
Pick 5: 1-5-4-5-3
Evening
Pick 3: 7-2-4
Pick 4: 7-5-5-2
Pick 5: 8-2-6-4-0

31-32-33-35-38-41-49-50-51- Rolling Cash: 6-30-32-
55-58-61-63-67-69-79 37-39
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 1-7-9 $110,000
Cooper Farms April beans ............ 11.37
Fort Recovery Wheat ......cccoevvvennnne 5.00
(670) ' o VNSRRI 418
April corn................. 420 ADM .
Wheat ......ccooooeeerreene. 431 Montpelier
gornl .......................... 4.02
: o pril corn................. 4.06
;gir;lmoreflnlng Beans.........cccuuee. 11.32
C 191 April beans ............ 11.38
OFTrvevonceneiereneeeee Wheat ......ccooooverreene. 5.10
April corn
May corn.................. 4 26 Heartland
The Andersons  Corno oY am
Richland Township  Aprilcorn.............. 4.16
160) s R 4.08 Beans........c..o..... 11.11
April corn................. 411 April beans .. 11.15
Beans........ccceeuneeee. 11.30  Wheat ......cccouvnneee 4.80

Today in history

In 1836, San Antonio
de Bexar and the Alamo
garrison were recap-
tured by Mexican Gener-
al Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna from Texans
after a 13-day battle.
Approximately 600 Mexi-
can soldiers died, and
each of the 189 Texan sol-
diers on the official his-
toric list — the true num-
ber of defenders is debat-
ed among historians —
were Killed.

In 1869, Dmitri
Mendeleev presented the
first periodic table of
chemical elements to the
Russian Chemical Socie-
ty. The system didn’t spur
interest among chemists
until elements predicted

by the table — gallium,
scandium and germani-
um — were discovered in
the next 15 years.

In 1899, Aspirin was
registered as a trade-
mark. The painkiller, cre-
ated from acetylsalicylic
acid, had been developed
two years prior by Ger-
man chemist Felix Hoff-
mann. Aspirin is now on
the World Health Organi-
zation’s list of essential
medicines.

In 1957, Ghana gained
its independence from
Britain, making it the
first African country to
leave colonial rule.
Kwame Nkrumah served
as its first leader.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Thursday

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Cen-
ter, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 pm. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community

room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay County
Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Park Board, village
hall, 201 S. Main St.

Capsule Reports

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

3/7 3/8 3/9 3/10 3/11

lect of a dependent.

53/41 | 58/43 | 46/31 | 41/28 | 48/33

Mostly There's a Saturday The rainy Sunny
cloudy skies | 60% chance of | has a 70% | weekend may | skies are on
on Thursday. | showers on Fri- | chance of rain, | continue Sun- | the horizon
Another slight | day, when the | with tempera- | day, when | Monday with
chance of rain | high will be in|tures dipping | snow is also | a high in the
throughout the | the upper 50s. | to the low 30s | possible. The | mid to upper H 1
night. at night. low may hit | 40s. KItChen fll‘e

28.

A Portland household’s Kkitchen
caught on fire Monday morning.

Portland Fire Department respond-
ed to a call about a fire at 409 W. Main
St. about 8:14 a.m. Monday. Two fire
trucks and 16 firefighters arrived on
scene, putting out the flames by 8:41
a.m.

Fire damage was mostly contained
to the Kkitchen, with the flames
snaking up along the west side of the
home through a window. There was
some water damage in the area as
well as smoke damage throughout the
house.

Homeowners Christopher and Jen-
nifer Nibarger had four dogs and four
cats die from the accident.

Ambulance accident

A Jay Emergency Medical Service
ambulance struck a Redkey man’s car
and injured one passenger on Indiana
67 about 3:44 p.m. Sunday.

Tony A. Dalrymple, 50, Portland,
was driving a 2019 Ford E-450 ambu-
lance southwest on the highway with
the emergency lights and sirens on.

Alexis A. Herman, 18, slowed her 2006
Ford Fusion to let the ambulance pass
her. The ambulance’s box collided
with the driver’s side of Herman’s
vehicle, causing Herman’s car to go
through a fence on the west side of
the road and stop in a ditch.

Elijah B. MCNeil, 22, Indianapolis,
a passenger in Herman’s vehicle, was
trapped in the vehicle and sustained a
lower leg injury. Herman was cited
for driving without insurance.

Both vehicles were towed, with
damage estimated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Intersection crash

A Portland man crashed his car
into a Geneva man’s vehicle, causing
achain reaction and hitting two other
cars along Third Street in Portland
about 5 p.m. Sunday:

Oscar J. Hernandez, 44, was driving
his 2007 Ford Edge west on the road
and crossed its intersection with
Meridian Street. That’s when he
struck a 2010 Dodge Challenger driv-
en by 23-year-old Melvin Mendez —
Mendez told police he was attempting

to turn north onto Meridian Street —
and subsequently slammed into a
parked 2004 Ford F-150. The momen-
tum from the crash caused the Ford F-
150 registered to Pedro S. Vargas of
Portland to strike a parked 2014
Chevrolet Spark in front of it.

Mendez’s car is registered to Car-
men A. Garcia of Portland. Both Her-
nandez and Mendez’s vehicles were
towed, with damage estimated
between $10,000 and $25,000.

Voting is open

Voting for the Indiana Transporta-
tion Innovators People’s Choice
Award is open.

The award is a partnership
between Indiana Department of
Transportation and Indiana Local
Technical Assistance Program to
highlight innovations in transporta-
tion. It is focused on improving safety;
efficiency, quality, accuracy and
streamlining transportation opera-
tions.

To vote, visit bit.ly/ITIPeo-
plesChoice2024. The deadline is
March 12.

Felony
courts

Child solicitation

A Portland man was sen-
tenced to prison for child
solicitation.

Brenton B. Witt Jr., 20,
6521 S. 600 West, pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit Court
to the Level 5 felony. He
was sentenced to 36
months in Indiana Depart-
ment of Correction with 28
months suspended and
given credit for time
served.

Witt was placed on pro-
bation, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 sexual assault
victims fee.

Child pornography

A man was sentenced to
two years in prison after
pleading guilty to posses-
sion of child pornography,
a Level 5 felony.

Jeffrey Cosner, 55, was
sentenced in Jay Circuit
Court to two years in Indi-
ana Department of Correc-
tion and given credit for
time served. He was
assessed $189 in court
costs. As part of his plea
agreement, a Level 6 felony
charge for possession of
methamphetamine was
dismissed.

Intimidation
Two Indiana residents
were sentenced to prison
for intimidation.
See page 7

SERVICES
Thursday
Osborne, Charles: 2 p.m,
Portland First Church of the
Nazarene, 920 S. Shank St., Port-

land.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Run a full-page color ad

in all four of our newspapers

The Commercial Review (Portland), the News-Gazette
(Winchester), The News-Times (Hartford City) and
The News and Sun (Dunkirk)

for $600.

3x3 blowout for the third month of the year

Run all of the following

Four 3x3 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 3x3 ads in The News-Gazette

One 3x3 ad in The News Times
One 3x3 ad in The News and Sun

Call (260) 726-8141 or

email ads@thecr.com S

Rates do not apply to special sections al l BIG

Ads must run in March

GRAPHIC

MARCT
ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

PRINTING
NEWSPAPERS

Space for color is limited.
Ads will automatically
convert to black and white
if color space is not available.

8 ADS
for $150
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Character Counts

East Elementary recently awarded students for being caring. Pictured above are second
graders (front row) Bryson Rines, Manuel Hernandez and Eli Michael. In the back row are Alannah
Price, Emma Robinson and Adalyn Overla.

Photo provided

Wife pressured to dress provocativel

DEAR ABBY: My husband wants

me to wear more revealing cloth-
ing. I've always enjoyed dressing
attractively, and have never felt
behind the times or like a frump,
but I do have my opinion about
what is appropriate. For example,
if I'm wearing leggings, I wear a
long top to cover my bum. My out-
fits are attractive and not ultra-
conservative by any means, but
I’'m not a crop top, low-cut, skin-
tight kind of gal.

I want to be attractive to my hus-
band, but I am growing really
annoyed by his pestering me to
wear things in public that make
me feel like I'm oversharing. He
says he’s a guy and he would know
if it’s inappropriate. I conceded a
few times, but it just felt showy

and uncomfortable. Your
thoughts? — STINGY WITH THE
GOODS IN MAINE

DEAR STINGY: My thought
is: Do nothing that makes you
feel self-conscious. Your hus-
band may be a “guy” and think
he knows what is appropriate
attire, but the “bottom” line is
that YOU must be comfortable
and not feel embarrassed by
what you are showing when you
are out in public.

Dear
Abby

DEAR ABBY: My wife has
immersed herself in politics to the
extreme. She believes the other
side is wrong no matter what. We
are in the same political party, but
I don’t paint as broad a brush as
she does on various issues. I try to
change the subject if politics aris-
es. I try to keep an open mind until
I get all the facts, whereas she lis-
tens to nothing that could be posi-
tive about the other side. You
guessed it — our discussions
always turn into fights and anger
with each other. Any suggestions?
— TIRED OF TALKING POLITICS

DEAR TIRED: In the interest
of saving your marriage,
because talking about politics
causes fights and lingering
anger, agree to defer listening
to news broadcasts together
and engaging in those conversa-
tions until after the next elec-

DEAR ABBY: My daughter is
being married. My wife is demand-
ing that I tell her that my step-
daughter, “Gia” (my wife’s only
daughter), must take part in the
wedding. Gia, who is several years
younger, is self-absorbed and has
made no effort to be close to her
older siblings. My wife has
indulged and catered to Gia’s
every whim since she was a little
girl.

My daughter wants a short cere-
mony, and she doesn’t want her
stepsister to have a role. She has
chosen her close friends since high
school to be her bridesmaids. My
wife thinks it’s my daughter’s
“duty” to include Gia in her wed-
ding. Is my wife right? — EXAS-
PERATED HUSBAND

DEAR HUSBAND: No rule of
etiquette requires your current
wife’s self-centered daughter to
play a role in your daughter’s
wedding.

If you are arm-twisted into
allowing your wife to insert Gia
into the wedding as more than a
guest, have her stand by the
guest register to ensure every-
one signs in. That way she’ll be
away from the altar and out of

Scholarship
iSs now open

Applications are open for
the Indiana Education
Scholarship Account for
the 2024-25 school year.

The account is open to
parents of children with
disabilities who may be eli-
gible for funding to help
customize their education
to meet their individual
needs. Funding can include
options such as private edu-
cation, at-home learning
and other non-public edu-
cational settings.

“Having walked this jour-
ney with my own family, we
know how crucial it is for
parents to have options and
support to meet their chil-
dren’s unique education
needs that come with dis-
abilities,” said Indiana
Treasurer of State Daniel
Elliott in a press release.

To apply, visit
in.gov/tos/inesa/home.
The deadline is Sep. 1.

Senior learning

John Jay Center for
Learning’s senior lunch
and learning series will
meet Thursday.

Curtis Burnette, a nat-
uralist at the Gene Strat-
ton Porter Historical Site
in Geneva, will be pre-
senting about the Loblol-

Taking
Note

ly Marsh Nature Pre-
serve. Reservations for
lunch cost $5 and must be
paid in advance.

The program is offered
the first Thursday of
each month.

Solar show

Charles W. Brown Plane-
tarium is offering special
presentations about solar
eclipses this month along
with its other free shows.

In preparation for the
April 8 solar eclipse, the
Ball State University
amenity is showing
“Eclipse: The Sun
Revealed,” at 6:30 p.m.
March 22 and March 23.
Participants will learn how
solar and lunar eclipses
happen and about scientific
discoveries supported by
total solar eclipse. All ages
are welcome.

To see a full list of the
planetarium’s free public
shows, visit bsu.edu/
web/planetarium.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!
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Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to

noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate

Tuesday’s Solution

3(1[(9]17[4(|6]8|5]2
The objective is to fill a 527138 l9l6l4]1
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row,and | 6141812[{1{5]7|3]9
each of the nine threeby- | 718[315]|6|211|9]4
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains 2[9(4)1[3]7]5]6]8
the digits from 1 to Qonly J1|5[(6§4(9]|8]|3[2]|7
one time each. olel2ls8l7l3lal115
8|3]|119|5]4]12]|7]|6
47516211983

of each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)

964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Parking turned into an adventure

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from March 5,
2008. Jack always had wild sto-
ries to tell of Hoosier State Press
Association job fairs in days gone
by. He was also notorious for leav-
ing his cell phone off and often
locked in his vehicle’s glove com-
partment. This story combines
job fair and cell phone adven-
tures, but at least it didn’t end
with him having a conversation
with Ball State University Police.
By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

Think of it as “an adventure in
parking.” That’s what I keep
telling myself.

It was mid-day on Saturday.
The sun was shining. The snow
was melting, and all was right
with the world.

Except on the campus of Ball
State University.

We’d gone to Muncie to com-
bine a couple of errands. Connie
wanted to attend a job fair; she’s
finishing up her thesis and will
be re-entering the employment
market after she receives her

Back
in the
Saddle

master’s degree in natural
resources and environmental
management in May. As for me, I
had some shopping to do at
Jack’s Camera downtown.

The plan was simple: I'd drop
her at the Arts and Journalism
Building, zip down to Jack’s,
come back to campus, call her on
her cell phone, then pick her up.

Piece of cake, right.

The first few steps went
smoothly. I pulled into a bus stop
and let her out at the right build-
ing, and we discussed options for
two different lots with parking
meters. Then I headed down to
the camera store.

Not long after that, with my
wallet significantly lighter and a

package in the back seat, I head-
ed back to campus.

Meanwhile, things had started
to go awry almost as soon as Con-
nie got out of the car.

Turns out, the job fair wasn’t
in the Arts and Journalism
Building. That facility was
crowded with people dropping
off arts portfolios and kids on
hand for a science fair. It took
some searching on her part
before she found out that the job
fair was about a block away in an
entirely different building.

Blissfully unaware of the
change in circumstances, I head-
ed back to campus. My sense of
time had gotten away from me; I
was thinking more about the
new camera in the back seat
than about the clock.

And when I pulled into the
metered parking lot, I knew I was
in trouble. Cars were every-
where. Not only were all but the
handicapped parking spots
filled, there were cars and vans
in the fire lanes.

Where, I wondered, were the

Ball State traffic cops who so
effectively give me a parking
ticket for the slightest infraction.
I made a loop around the lot.
Nothing. I ventured up a dead-
end alley. Still nothing.

So I called my wife on her cell
phone.

And got nothing.

I left a message, saying that I
was going to try another lot.

There, near the Printing Serv-
ices building, I found a spot.
Four quarters bought me 45 min-
utes. Not much of a bargain, I
thought. Maybe it was “parking
meters redefined” to use the lat-
est BSU buzzword.

I called again. Still no answer.
So I left another voice mail.

At that point, I remembered
Connie turning off her phone
the night before, prior to the
Tommy Sands concert at Arts
Place. Had she forgotten to turn
it back on?

For awhile, I contented myself
reading the camera’s owner’s
manual. But soon that had me
hopelessly confused.

With about 20 minutes left and
only one more quarter in my
pocket, I left a third voice mail
and began to wonder why we
had not developed a Plan B.

That’s about the time my
phone rang. Connie’s phone had
been on, but it had been tucked
in her purse and the job fair had
been so noisy she hadn’t heard it.

We agreed to meet where I had
dropped her off, but because the
job fair was in a different build-
ing, I got to the spot first.

It was then that I noticed a
sign warning people not to park
and drop people off in the bus
stop.

And as I saw my wife making
her way across the campus to
my illegally parked car, I saw the
silhouette of a police car in my
rear view mirror.

“Get in,” I urged her, feeling a
bit like Clyde Barrow picking up
Bonnie after a bank heist, “let’s
get out of here before I get a tick-
et.”

And we pulled out into traffic,
our crime spree behind us.

Navalny’s funeral
says thirst for
freedom still alive

Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

Attending funerals gen-
erally is an act of com-
passion. On  Friday
in Moscow, attending the
funeral of Aleksei A.
Navalny, the Russian dis-
sident widely assumed by
international govern-
ments to have been mur-
dered at the direction
of Vladimir Putin, was
an act of extraordinary
courage.

Most of us have sacri-
ficed a half-day of work to
pay our respects to some-
one who was part of our
lives. The thousands of
Russians lighting a can-
dle for Navalny, even as
security officers prowled
and newly installed secu-
rity cameras watched,
were risking their entire
livelihoods and maybe
even their lives. Friday’s
extraordinary events in
and around the aptly
named Church of the
Icon of the Mother of
God Soothe My Sorrows,
which took place in defi-
ance of a plethora of offi-
cial warnings, should not
go unnoticed nor unad-
mired. Even from 5,000
miles away.

They are a reminder
that all tyrants, and Putin
is a bear of one, must
keep looking over their
shoulder. They may have
useful fools to aid in prop-
aganda and the benefit of
a state apparatus that
conveys the illusion of
omnipotence and arms
against accountability.
But they always have
decent, courageous peo-
ple to fear. And while you
can eliminate the head of
any body, the corpse they
think they’ve sent firmly
into the ground has a way
of sprouting new arms
and legs.

William Shakespeare
understood this: “Unnat-
ural deeds do breed
unnatural troubles,” pre-
scribes the doctor in
“Macbeth.”

Try as she might, Lady
Macbeth could not wash
away the blood staining
her hands, however far
she walked in horror of
her own deeds. Richard
ITI, haunted by the ghosts
of those he had Kkilled,
awoke with a start: “Give
me another horse; bind
up my wounds. Have

122

mercy, Jesu!

Guest
Editorial

Friday’s
extraordinary
events in
and around
the aptly
named Church
of the Icon of
the Mother of
God Soothe
My Sorrows,
which took

place in
defiance of
a plethora

of official
warnings,
should not go
unnoticed nor
unadmired.

In Putin’s Russia,
funerals are one of the
few remaining avenues to
express dissent, albeit at
a heavy risk, given that to
Putin’s goons, the enemy
conveniently is showing
itself all at once. On Fri-
day, even the hearse and
mortuary operators
reportedly had faced
threats that burying this
one, dead man meant
being targeted as an
insurrectionist.

But thousands took
that opportunity, such as
it was, on Friday.

They mourned the
leader they had lost.
They declared love to be
stronger than fear. They
called for freedom
for Russia. They were an
inspiration.

MWocoNNELLS
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Today’s GOP wouldn’t Welcome Reagan

By EDWIN G. OSWALD

InsideSources.com
Tribune News Service

How did Ronald Reagan’s party
become Donald Trump’s party?
That is a question asked by many
of the GOP faithful. Although Rea-
gan was the first MAGA president
(recall that in 1980 he ran on the
slogan “Let’s Make America Great
Again”) I don’t believe that he
would be welcomed in today’s
Republican Party.

Moreover, given the GOP’s
cultish — some say cowardly —
embrace of Trump in 2024, a can-
didate with a civil conviction for
sexual assault who is now con-
fronting 91 felony charges in four
jurisdictions, Reagan would be a
man without a party. The brand of
Reagan’s GOP is no more.

For starters, Reagan’s policies
on immigration were far more lib-
eral than those of today’s GOP.
Reagan issued a “Statement on
United States Immigration and
Refugee Policy,” announcing his
intention to continue the Ameri-
can tradition of welcoming immi-
grants. He also called for millions
of undocumented “illegal immi-
grants” then living in the United
States to be offered a path to legal
status. On Nov. 6, 1986, he signed
into law the Immigration Reform
and Control Act of 1986, which,
among other provisions, granted
what Reagan called “amnesty” to 3
million immigrants.

For Reagan, immigration was a
unique cornerstone of American
vitality and renewal and central to
his own origin myth.

In contrast, when Trump

Edwin G.
Oswald

announced his candidacy in June
2015, he attacked immigrants by
stating, “When Mexico sends its
people, they’re not sending their
best ... they’re sending people that
have lots of problems. ... They’re
bringing drugs. They’re bringing
crime. They're rapists. And some,
I assume, are good people.”

After being sworn in as presi-
dent, Trump signed an executive
order banning travel from seven
predominantly Muslim countries
to the United States for 90 days and
later instituted a “zero tolerance”
policy at the southern border that
separated children from parents
of immigrants arrested while
attempting to enter the United
States. Unlike Reagan, today’s
GOP has used immigration to
divide Americans and to make
immigrants the scapegoats for a
range of domestic ills, including
income inequality.

Reagan, a defender of the NATO
alliance, took office after four
decades of the Cold War with the
former Soviet Union. Impatient
with the slow-grinding nature of
the post-war containment policy,
Reagan turned his foreign policy
on a redefinition of America’s
stance toward the Soviet Union.
He believed the Soviet Union was

an “evil empire,” as he called it in
his speech on March 8, 1983. Later,
in 1987, in Berlin, Reagan chal-
lenged then-Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev to “tear down this
wall.”

Russia’s invasion of UKkraine
initiated the largest armed con-
flict in Europe since the end of
World War II. Reagan would be
shocked by Republican resistance
to send aid to Ukraine to fight Rus-
sia. Likewise, he would be incredu-
lous at the flirtations with Moscow
by some GOP members, such as
recent statements by Sen. Tommy
Tuberville regarding Putin’s acu-
men. “You can tell Putin’s on top
of his game,” Tuberville noted
while addressing Russia’s posture
on the Ukraine war.

Then, there is candidate Trump,
who referred to Putin’s unpro-
voked invasion of UKkraine as
“smart” and “genius.” At a cam-
paign rally on Feb. 10, Trump
encouraged Russia to do “whatev-
er the hell they want” to NATO
members that Trump believed do
not spend enough on defense.

Reagan — a proponent of immi-
gration, a cold warrior, the man
who gave that eloquent speech on
defending freedom at Pointe du
Hoc on the 40th anniversary of D-
Day — would say, as he once said
about his prior affiliation with the
Democratic Party years ago, “I did
not leave the Republican Party; the
Republican Party left me.”

Oswald is the co-author of “From
Ronald to Donald: How the Myth of
Reagan Became the Cult of
Trump.”
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Dave’s
Heating & Gooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM ¢« COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL ¢ VINYL
“SINCE 1969"
rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Auts Sales & Senice, e,
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Bricker s Fluwers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

SCHWARTZ HOME

IMPROVEMENT LLC
All types of construction

' New Homes + Garages
< Additions / Post Frame Barns
Exterior
Finishing
+ Roofing
) * Siding
& - Windows

Leave Message

260-301-1805

Wendel’s

G\ Von Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning
For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Commercial

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail
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The philosophy of defense

North dealer.
Fast-West vulnerable.
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The bidding:
North  East South  West
I J Pass 14 Pass
EX Pass is Pass
44

Opening lead — two of diamonds.
In the normal course of events, a
player will be declarer in one deal
out of four, dummy one deal out of
four, and a defender two deals out
of four, which means that a player
is on defense twice as often as he is
on offense. Despite this obvious
fact of bridge life, the role of a
defender does not receive anywhere
near the attention it deserves. To
defend well is surely as important
as playing well as declarer.
Consider this deal, which illus-

trales the kind of challenge a
defender can encounter. South is in
four spades, and West leads the
deuce of diamonds. East wins
dummy’s king with the ace and
must decide what to do next.

The winning return is the four of
trump, afler which declarer must
go down; with any other return,
declarer gets home safely. More
importantly, Fast should work out
that the low trump return at trick
two offers virtually the only chance
to defeat the contract.

East should reason that West’s
deuce-of-diamonds lead. presum-
ably fourth-best, marks declarer
with three diamonds, all of which
are Josers. East also knows from the
bidding that South must have both
missing aces as well as the king of
spades. So, it would be futile for
him to play the ace and another
spade to try to stop a diamond ruff
in dummy. Indeed, declarer would
make the rest of the tricks against
that defense.

Only by maintaining control of
the trump suit can East hope to
stop the contract. TTe can’t be abso-
lutely certain that the low trump
return will do the job, but he should
conclude that it offers the only real-
istic chance to score three diamond
tricks and put the contract down
one.

Tomorrow: Tender loving care.
152024 King Features Syndicae Inc.
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: HIT TUNE ABOUT A
HOOTING FOREST BIRD WHO IS MIGHTY TIRED

OF BEING ALONE: “OWL
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals S

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  43Bacon 2 Rights 23 Boom
1 Stinger pieces advocacy  type
5 “Terrifl” 46 La Scala org. 25 “Gigli”
8Crimelab  city 3 Red-tag actress,
item 50 Really, event to fans

12 Smoothie  really 4 Pal of 26 A billion
berry 51 Waits Pooh years

13Gl's 54 Hindu 5 Blubber 27 Has total
address title of 6 NYPD faith in

14 Swiss respect alert 29—
fiver 55 Singer 7 “Cheerg” Lisa"

15 "Don’t Ritter barman 31 “Mangia!”
worry 56 Kaplan Woody 32 Paris
about me”  who 8 Chef's summer

17 Radius played creation 34 Shake-
neighbor Kotter 9 Dionne speare

18 Stokes 57 River of Warwick producer

19 Knocked Hades hit song Joe
down 58 Erie 10 “Alfred” 38 Span

21 Greek Canal composer 40 Crazy
vowels mule 11 Rosary Horse,

24 Old Olds- 59 Coup unit for one
mobile d— 16 Superla- 42 LBJ's

25 Witticism tive suffix ~ succes-

28 NYC DOWN 20 Part of sor
gallery 1 Raga- Q.ED. 43 Weeps

30 Born as muffin 22 During 44 Yonder

33 Blue thing

24 Wine Solution time: 23 mins, 49 Bygone
grape fliers

35 Cave flier 47 Aspiring

36 “A Cho- atty.’s
rus Ling” exam
song 48 “Water-

37 Tennis loo”
score group

38 Memory 49 Russian
unit refusal

39 Egyptian 52 Herbal
cobra brew

41 Novelist 53 Rocker
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travell As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen deliv-
ery. Only 2.8 pounds.
FREE information Kkit.
Call 855-965-4916

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors  Since 1920
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosie
r

CHOOSE EARTHLINK
Fiber Internet for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when
you make the switch.
Call 1-833-754-0929

CONNECT TO the best
wireless home internet
with  EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 855-430-1496

DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758

DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award -
even with smoking histo-
ry. NO obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 844-
229-7933

DIRECTV Sports Pack -
3 Months on Us! Watch
pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty
networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB,
NBA, NHL, Golf and
more. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-888-885-
8931

DURACELL. The #1
trusted battery brand
now offering the M150
Portable Power Station.
When fully charged the
M150 provides enough
power to charge all your
devices - laptops,
phones, tablets, earbuds
and more for work and
fun. Give the gift of
portable power this holi-
day season - only $199.
Go to
portablepower.info/145.

FREE high speed inter-
net for those that qualify.
Government program for
recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Bene-

fits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android

tablet with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-866-
981-3302

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

\ Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in
The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

GET DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-
855-551-9764

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043

Visit Us At:
thecr.com
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60 SERVICES

HEARING AIDS!! High-
quality  rechargeable,
powerful Audien hearing
aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny

and NEARLY INVISI-
BLE! 45-day money back
guarantee! 877-581-
1734

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,

availability to find the
best service for your
needs.  Starting at
$39.99/month!  Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666

LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-

gels, OQils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call

Now 833-226-3105

NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894

NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer —
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414

SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
For more information,
call 1-855-572-5165

TIMESHARE CANCEL-
LATION Experts - Over
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

WAIT UNTIL you taste it!
Send 100% guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! This
package comes with 8
FREE PureGround Filet
Mignon Burgers! Order
The Protein-Packed
Assortment  Package!
ONLY $129.99. Call 1-
833-498-2009 and men-
tion code 75039YXB or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Tastelt224
0

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate

tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

and mobile homes.
60 SERVICES
40 NOTICES

AMISH CONSTRUC-
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure TION CREW Building
to check your ad the first new & remodeling.
day it appears. We can- Garages, Pole Barns,
not be responsible for Roofing, siding, win-

more than one days dows, ect. Call 567-279-
incorrect copy. We try 2591
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
READ THE CR THEN

pen, and we may not
know unless you call to

RECYCLE

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Dunkirk Civil City, Jay County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

Receipts

$1,572,761.42

$46.35
$181,367.10
$15,751.29

$46,598.30
$16,721.91

$230.20

$672.59

$84,105.00
$5,727.86

$5,660.59
$0.00

$96,833.00

$15,000.00
$0.00

$3,933.00
$0.00

$164,515.38
$134.83
$173,604.41

$143,191.44
$8,304.35

$19,946.45
$268.78

$0.00
$30,609.95
$0.00
$1,276,933.49
$680,927.10
$4,627,770.79

$1,333,678.34
$0.00

$0.00
$342,128.72
$1,675,807.06

$991,943.76
$0.00

$11,361.26
$1,003,305.02

Beg. Cash
Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2023
Number
Governmental Activities
1101 GENERAL FUND $2,861,429.33
1176 ARP RECOVERY FUND $464,786.34
2201 MOTOR VEHICLE HIGHWAY  $466,064.89
2202 LOCAL ROAD AND STREET $50,221.63
2203 MVH RESTRICTED (SUBFUND
OF MOTORVEHICLE HIGHWAY) $61,399.80
2211 PARK NONREVERTING OPER. $38,465.09
2218 PLANNING AND ZONING $180.55
2228 POLICE CONT. EDUCATION $25,452.76
2236 RAINY DAY $24,991.25
2240 LIT - PUBLIC SAFETY $210,924.03
2256 OPIOID SETTLEMENT-
UNRESTRICTED $1,286.52
2257 OPIOID SETTLEMENT-
RESTRICTED $3,001.88
2270 NONREVERTING REPAIR/MAIN $3,185.00
2275 USER FEE FUND $6,875.00
2300 POLICE DONATION FUND $6,923.85
2401 COMMUNITY CROSSINGS
GRANT FUND $0.00
3321 LIEN PAYMENTS $3,670.33
4401 CUMULATIVE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT -
CIGARETTE TAX $12,450.83
4410 FIRE EQUIPMENT - REPORTS $3,187.38
4436 COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
INCOME TAX (CEDIT) $75,300.89
4471 DTR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT $57,191.19
4474 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT $838.58
4476 THCDA GRANT-BLIGHT
ELIMINATION PROJECT $3,029.67
4500 INDOT FED GRANT - CFDA 20.205 $3,729.01
6102 WATER UTILITY BOND AND
INTERESTSINKING $216,117.89
6202 SEWAGE UTILITY BOND AND
INTEREST SINKING -$314,826.68
6504 STORM WATER
CONSTRUCTION $220,100.51
6604 TRASH AND GARBAGE PICKUP
(IF OPERATING MOSTLY FROM -$5,266.83
6607 WATER DEBT RESERVE-BONY $144,828.57
6608 SEWAGE DEBT RESERVE-
BONY $386,158.01
6609 SEWAGE BOND & INT INVEST  $1,241.11
6610 SEWAGE IMPROV
INVESTMENT $193,777.12
8802 POLICE PENSION $75,614.67
8852 CASH ON HAND $150.00
8901 PAYROLL $184,210.18
8976 CREDIT CARD CLEARING ACCT $3,143.20
SubTotal $5,489,833.55
WASTEWATER
6201 SEWAGE UTILITY OPERATING $997,590.88
6611 SEWAGE OPERATING INVEST $700.09
6631 SEWAGE IMPROVEMENT $2,673,547.54
6634 SEWAGE B&I-HUNTINGTON $15,013.38
SubTotal $3,686,851.89
WATER
6101 WATER UTILITY OPERATING  $163,565.61
6103 WATER UTILITY
) DEPRECIATION $1,083,401.46
6104 WATER UTILITY METER
DEPOSIT $56,625.18
SubTotal $1,303,592.25
GRAND TOTAL $10,480,277.69

CR/NS 3-6-2024 - HSPAXLP

$7,306,882.87

End Cash

and Inv. Bal.

Disbursements Dec 31,2023
$1,207,30324  $3,226,887.51
$46,445.71 $418,386.98
$235,940.52 $411,491.47
$18,827.25 $47,145.67
$95,933.89 $12,064.21
$1,486.22 $53,700.78
$0.00 $180.55
$1,401.19 $26,735.57
$1,787.50 $23,203.75
$124,285.83 $167,880.20
$0.00 $1,516.72
$672.59 $3,001.88
$0.00 $3,185.00
$0.00 $6,875.00
$0.00 $6,923.85
$84,105.00 $0.00
$7,335.86 $2,062.33
$3,575.00 $14,536.42
$0.00 $3,187.38
$44.514.00 $127,619.89
$40,000.00 $32,191.19
$0.00 $838.58
$0.00 $6,962.67
$0.00 $3,729.01
$161,025.20 $219,608.07
$340,295.00 -$654,986.85
$188,460.81 $205,244.11
$146,205.64 -$8,281.03
$0.00 $153,132.92
$0.00 $406,104.46
$0.00 $1,509.89
$0.00 $193,777.12
$40,108.22 $66,116.40
$0.00 $150.00
$1,262,520.76 $198,622.91
$680,927.00 $3,143.30
$4,733,156.43  $5,384,447.91
$477,970.90  $1,853,298.32
$0.00 $700.09
$0.00 $2,673,547.54
$340,295.00 $16,847.10
$818,265.90  $4,544,393.05
$754,974.94 $400,534.43
$0.00  $1,083,401.46
$13,281.00 $54,705.44
$768,255.94  $1,538,641.33

$6,319,678.27 $11,467,482.29

Public Notice

Noble Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments combined Statement - 2023

Beg. Cash End Cash
Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan1,2023 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31,2023
Number

Governmental Activities
1 Fire Fighting $51,856.98 $9,795.61 $10,177.00 $51,475.59
2 Rainy Day $3.676.18 $0.00 $0.00 $3,676.18
3 Township $65.784.20 $23,155.20  $13,737.76 $75,201.64
4 Township Assistance $63.493.83 $5,059.18 $0.00 $68,553.01

Total All Funds $184,811.19 $38,009.99  $23,914.76 $198,906.42

Certification:

State of Indiana

SS:

Jay County

I, Virginia Cline, Trustee of Noble Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the penalty
of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I am charged
in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures credited
have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or implied
agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to any other person. I further
affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers showing
the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required by law in
the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the Township
Board and the State Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer of the
township.

Virginia

Cline

Noble Township Trustee

Telephone (260)729-1075

Date this report was to be published: 3-6-2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmned) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Noble
Township at its annual meeting, this 19th day of February, 2024.
Eldon Campbell, Township Board Chairman

Option 1

This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
19th day of February, 2024.
Noble Township Board:
Emily Daugherty

Eldon Campbell

Jeffrey Overholser

CR 3-6-2024- HSPAXLP

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com
or call

260-726-8141

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Beg. Cash
Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2023
Number

Governmental Activities
00001 Treasurer After Settlement $616,961.00
00002 Clerk's Trust $142,211.98
00003 Jail Commissary $24,860.40
00004 Sheriff"'s Inmate Trust $14,332.80
00005 County Home Residents Trust $6,990.14
00006 Congressional School $22,822.00
01000 General $4,702,681.86
01101 Accident Report $29,294 81
01111 Campaign Finance Enforcement

- County $650.00
01112 CEDIT County Share $1,256,803.88
01116 City and Town Court Costs $106,140.21
01119 Clerk's Records Perpetuation $111,540.17
01122 Community Corrections Proj/Inc  $99,197.74
01123 Community Transition Program $158,682.35
01124 Congressional School Interest $1,182.75
01131 Sales Disclosure - County Share  $33,424.13
01133 Law Enforcement

Continuing Fund $18,088.56
01135 Cumulative Bridge $3,333,428.72
01138 Cumulative Capital

Development $561,416.95
01148 Drug Free Community $15,477.83
01150 Electronic Map Generation $5,922.11
01151 Emergency Medical Services $469,683.08
01152 Emergency Planning/

Right to Know $17,807.00
01155 Extradition and Sheriff's

Assistance $1,615.87
01159 Health $436,821.13
01161 Local Public Health Services $0.00
01167 Levy Excess $5,218.78
01168 Local Health Maintenance $33,874.92
01169 Local Road and Street $300,993.84
01170 LOIT Public Safety - County Share $384,970.42
01173 MVH Retricted $143,494.56
01174 Medical Care for Inmates $44,932.16
01176 Motor Vehicle Highway $2,470,343.40
01181 Plat Book $49,499.65
01182 Pre Trial Diversion $10,598.36
01186 Rainy Day $1,944 587.93
01189 Recorder's Records Perpetuation$311,897.92
01192 Sex and Violent Offender

Administration $4,761.50
01193 Sheriff's Pension Trust $140.00
01200 Supplemental Public Defender

Services $28,921.49
01201 Surplus Tax $18,416.09
01202 Surveyor's Corner Perpetuation  $18,313.02
01204 Tax Sale Redemption $6,808.84
01205 Tax Sale Surplus $176,944.98 $115,838.44
01206 Local Health Department

Trust Account $30,235.55
01208 Vehicle Inspection $10,440.00
01217 County Elected Officials Training $20,352.35
01222 Statewide 911 $272,680.80
01224 Reassessment $70,233.49
01237 Opiod Restricted Funds $118,206.03
01238 Opiod Unrestricted Funds $28,451.68
02000 Adult Probation Administrative $170.00
02050 Juvenile Probation

Administrative $10,300.82
02400 Deferral (County User Fee) $50,672.14
02500 County User Fee $8,095.95
02501 Adult Probation Fees $211,644.00
02503  Jury Fees $15,669.31
04006 Drug Buy Money $960.00
04018 Court Interpreters $1,457.13
04102 Retirement Center Donations $10,834.51
04103 Sheriff's Department Donations $6,392.39
04104 Highway Department Donations $12,523.39
04105 Emergency Management Donations $139.94
04107 JEMS Donations $18.73
04108 Health Department Donations $0.00
04400 TIF Debt Service $275,970.82
04500  TIF Capital Projects $1,245,190.39
04600 Jay Co Lease Payments $358,144.35
04900 County Corrections $24.,417.89
04902 Drug Free (Sheriff) $5,114.74
04903 Backhoe & Dozer Repair $75,937.00
04904 Tile Inventory $1,834.44
04906 Firearms Training $7,080.09
04908 Infrastructure $833,871.25
04910 Jay Co Redevelopment

Dis Cap Fund $666.12
04911 County Forfeiture Fund $2,240.01
04912 5% Host Fee Infrastructure $336,137.27
04913 Court ASAA&E Fund $33,902.75
04914 Commissioners Certificate Sale $1,119.00
04916 Redacting Fund $15,631.64
04917 Eradication $828.72
04918 General Drain Improvement $73,491.83
04919 Drain Maintenance $781,737.90
04920 Bond General Acct Fund $21,750.16
04922 Health Insurance $154,865.44
05100 Payroll Clearing $21,038.25
06000 Settlement $0.00
06004 Loit Operating Levy Freeze $0.00
06006 LOIT Stabilization $3,946,299.34
06021 Wheel Tax $169.33
06022 Sur Tax $0.00
06023 CVET Agency $0.00
06042 Sewage Collections $0.00
06051 Financial Institution Tax -$20,464.96
06203 Local Income Tax-Property

Tax Relief $51,379.47
06204 LIT Supplemental Dist PTR $236,699.00
07101 State Fines and Forfeitures $1,274.18
07102 Infraction Judgements $0.00
07104 Special Death Benefit $150.00
07105 Sales Disclosure - State Share $330.00
07106 Coroners Training & Con't Education$128.25
07107 Interstate Compact - State Share $0.00
07108 Mortgage Recording Fees -

State Share $140.00
07111 St Sex & Violent Offenders Adm $15.00
07113 Child Restraint Violation Fines $0.00
07301 Education Plate Fees Agency $0.00
07303 Riverboat Revenue Sharing $0.00
07304 Convention, Visitor and

Tourism Promotion $120,346.67
07330 LIT- Certified Shares $0.00
07331 LIT Public Safety $0.00 $842,623.00
07332 LIT Economic Development $0.00
07333 LIT Supplemental Distributions $0.00
08106 Community Corrections 08-09 $219.17
08107 Comm Corr 09-10 $4,544.12
08108 Rural Transportation Grant $67.56
08109 93.069 Bioterrorism Fund (HD) $7,235.69
08118 Multi Hazard Mitigation -$595.27
08120 Coronavirus Emergency

Sup Funding -$22,412.29
08121 COVID Vaccines $8,373.99
08123 EMPG FFY21 Weather Radios  -$11,997.40
08124  97.042 FY22 EMPG -$5,661.77
08891 Title IV_E Foster Care-

Public Defender $1,781.82
08895 93.563 Title IV-D Incentive $135,839.10
08897 93.563 Prosecutor IV-D

Incentive-Post Oct '99 $195,845.83
08399 93.563 Clerk IV-D Incentive-

Post Oct '99 $151,364.27
08902 CARES- Lifestream $0.00
08950 ARP- American Rescue

Plan Act 2021 $3,969,518.25
08951 HELP! GRANT - ARP $20,000.00
09111 4841 Comm Crossings Grant Match $11,265.33
09112 8280 Comm Crossings Grant Match $33,045.70
09114 2023 Community Crossings $0.00

Total All Funds $32,128,104.03

Public Notice

Jay County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

CR 2-13-2024 HSPAXLP

End Cash
and Inv. Bal.

Receipts Disbursements Dec 31,2023

$1,011,06524  $616,961.00
$1,163,073.13  $1,157,054.97
$20145743  $201,794.17
$266461.74  $230,779.24
$61549.24  $53,206.94
$0.00 $0.00
$10,204,580.27 $9,747,310.47
$3,045.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$721,542.80  $527,589.81
$2,474.90 $0.00
$6,181.78  $38,973.73
$141550.12  $78,397.96
$29,160.07  $105,785.07
$338.49 $912.88
$4,395.00 $0.00
$1,048.70 $221.00
$708420.77  $547,37357
$412,676.93  $313,244.30
$1601514  $15477.83
$157.50 $0.00
$1,309,562.01 $1,685,565.42
$398599  $6,091.66
$0.00 $0.00
$472,42826  $291,935.50
$24,70811  $24,708.11
$0.00 $0.00
$4296459  $38,350.92
$359,58853  $329,200.95
$559,010.00  $486,020.37
$1,781,264.67 $1,797,661.52
$4,324.43 $0.00
$2,436,141.77 $2,540,613.53
$11,97000  $21,614.00
$1,140.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$4499350  $47,963.62
$1,552.50 $0.00
$11,990.00  $11,934.00
$5,225.58 $0.00
$37,73737  $35,098.78
$13.835.00  $19,999.97
$41,007.10  $42.217.83
$16344007  $129,393.35
$1627722  $22477.06
$1,377.00  $11,422.00
$279477  $2.202.69
$304,448.70  $403,679.05
$114,07953  $100,932.08
$31,586.64 $0.00
$349.38 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$285.00 $0.00
$6,395.02  $9,361.52
$1,181.10 $910.70
$60,014.90  $45,899.75
$2383155  $25450.56
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$2,634.87  $10,857.29
$0.00  $2,832.39
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$250.00 $0.00
1,00000  $1,000.00
$1,613411.71 $1,038,192.70
$0.00  $203,000.00
$718,174.65  $727,000.00
$1245792  $18,183.72
$0.00 $0.00
$98411.06  $137,743.70
$4120829  $35927.48
$32021.97  $7,32450
$579,588.99  $63,881.64
$0.00 $0.00
$8,798.73 $0.00
$27,953.25 $0.00
$1,185.81 $0.00
$3206.68  $4,325.68
$2,767.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$175,501.53  $203,706.51
$639,139.28  $700,662.43
$0.00 $0.00
$75,000.00  $74,948.26
$9,345.286.72 $9,337,453.22
$20,675,765.89 $20,675,765.89
$2,060,874.67 $2,069,874.67
$703,964.00 $0.00
$138,860.34  $138,940.20
$360,81821  $360,818.21
$103,656.00  $103,656.00
$25536.87  $25,536.87
$169,99042  $149,525.46
$2,528,405.36 $2,518,823.50
$181,965.00  $236,699.00
$9,88400  $9,379.18
$1711162  $17,111.62
$1,770.00  $1,805.00
$4,305.00  $4,525.00
$1,94325  $1,971.50
$500.00 $500.00
$153250  $1,51250
$172.50 $167.50
$100.00 $100.00
$112.50 $112.50
$115,154.76  $115,154.76
$119,14447  $120,346.67
$4,300,887.17 $4,300,887.17
$842,623.00 $0.00
$1,053,278.00 $1,053,278.00
$743023.00  $743,023.00
$158,374.07  $156,566.93
$2149652  $26,040.64
$977,245.00  $977,245.00
$2750291  $25476.52
$595.27 $0.00
$22,412.29 $0.00
$0.00  $1,49228
$11,997.40 $0.00
$6,048.05 $386.28
$9,84953  $6,171.00
$9,72500  $3,200.00
$1852642  $12,813.60
$9,72500  $6.274.69
$164,680.00  $164,680.00
$0.00 $1,198,735.38
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$4256250  $42,562.50

$1,011,065.24
$148,230.14
$24,523.66
$50,015.30
$15,332.44
$22,822.00
$5,159,951.66
$32,339.81

$650.00
$1,450,756.87
$108,615.11
$80,748.22
$162,349.90
$82,057.35
$608.36
$37,819.13

$18,916.26
$3,494,475.92

$660,849.63
$16,015.14
$6,079.61
$183,679.67

$15,701.33

$1,615.87
$617,313.89
$0.00
$5,218.78
$38,488.59
$331,291.42
$457,960.05
$127,097.71
$49,256.59
$2,365,871.64
$39,855.65
$11,738.36
$1,044,587.93
$308,927.80

$6,314.00
$196.00

$34,147.07
$21,054.68
$12,148.05

$5,598.11

$24,035.71
$395.00
$20,944.43
$173,450.45
$83,380.94
$149,792.67
$28,801.06
$170.00

$10,585.82
$47,705.64
$8,366.35
$225,759.15
$14,050.30
$960.00
$1,457.13
$2,612.09
$3,560.00
$12,523.39
$139.94
$268.73
$0.00
$951,189.83
$1,042,190.39
$349,319.00
$18,692.09
$5,114.74
$36,604.36
$7,115.25
$32,677.56
$1,349,578.60

$666.12
$11,038.74
$364,090.52
$35,088.56
$0.00
$18,398.64
$828.72
$45,286.85
$720,214.75
$21,750.16
$154,917.18
$28,871.75
$0.00

$0.00
$4,650,263.34
$89.47
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$60,961.33
$181,965.00
$1,779.00
$0.00
$115.00
$200.00
$100.00
$0.00

$160.00
$20.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$119,144.47
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$2,026.31
$0.00
$67.56
$9,262.08
$0.00

$0.00
$6,881.71
$0.00
$0.00

$5,460.35
$142,364.10

$201,558.70

$154,814.58
$0.00

$2,770,782.87
$20,000.00
$11,265.33
$33,045.70
$0.00

$71,919,239.91 $70,480,746.14 $33,566,597.
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Dancing ...

Continued from page 1

“A lot of people we’re figuring
out were excited because they
never went to prom with their
spouse because their spouse or
significant other was not in the
same age group,” she explained,
noting she and her husband,
Aaron, didn’t go to prom togeth-
er in high school either.

Although it’s modeled after
typical high school dances,
adult prom doesn’t have a dress
code. Folks are welcome to
attend in casual or formal wear.

“We’ve been telling people,
whatever you feel comfortable
with,” said Aaron Loy “We
don’t want to set a dress code
that might turn some people

away. So if you want to come
casual, you can, or I've heard
some people going to renting
tuxes and dresses.”

“I heard some people were
even looking at renting a limo
to bring them out to prom,” he
added with a laugh.

As of the end of February, the
fairgrounds had sold almost 100
tickets for the dance.

“We really weren’t sure what
to expect, especially it being the
first year, but I'm pretty
impressed with that,” Aaron
Loy said.

He added that he could fore-
see the fairgrounds offering
adult prom in future years.

“I think this is something you

could kind of grow into a night
that parents would plan on for a
night out for them,” he said.
“It’s not something really com-
mon around here.”

Tickets are $25 for singles or
$45 for couples and can be pur-
chased by visiting jaycounty-
fair.com or in-person at the fair-
grounds’ office. They’ll also be
available at the door the night
of the dance.

“I think it will be fun to see
everybody together, just anoth-
er opportunity for us to utilize
our facility and put on an event
for community members to
enjoy,” Katie Loy said.

“Bring your dancing shoes,”
added Aaron Loy.

Felony court news

Continued from page 2

Julian Myers, 29, 727 W. Race
St., Portland, pleaded guilty in
Jay Circuit Court to intimida-
tion, a Level 5 felony. He was
sentenced to three years in Indi-
ana Department of Correction
with all of his sentence sus-
pended and placed on probation.
Myers was assessed $189 in
court costs.

David A. Mathews, 1214 East
Bellmont Road, Decatur, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior Court to
the Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to 545 days in Indiana
Department of Correction and
given 156 days credit for time
served.

As part of his plea agreement,
the following charges were dis-

missed: a second Level 6 felony
for intimidation, two Class A
misdemeanors for resisting law
enforcement and criminal mis-
chief and two Class B misde-
meanors for disorderly conduct
and public intoxication.

Unlawful possession

A Portland resident was sen-
tenced to prison for unlawful
possession of a syringe.

Randy W. Morrical, 41, 768
West Seventh St., pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to unlawful
possession of a syringe, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to one
year in Indiana Department of
Correction and given eight days
credit for time served. Morrical
was assessed $189 in court costs.

Rates ...

Continued from page 1

This will mark the third
rate increase to help cover
the cost of the wastewater
treatment plant project. In
November 2022, city coun-
cil approved increases of
$7.44 per month (effective
Jan. 1, 2023) and $8.47 per
month (effective April 1,
2023) for the average 4,000-
gallon-per-month user.

Council members Kent
McClung, Michele Brew-
ster, Matt Goldsworthy,
Mike Aker, Dave Golden
and Ashley Hilfiker, absent
Ron May, OK’d the increase
on first reading with the
understanding that adjust-
ed numbers will be pre-
pared for second reading at
their next meeting.

Work at the wastewater
treatment plant will
include the construction of
a wet weather pump station
and an equalization basin.
Low bids for those projects
were $13.73 million and
$4.57 million respectively.
(Neither project has been
awarded yet.)

The projects are required
as part of the city’s agreed
order with Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental
Management that was
signed in 2008. It is intend-
ed to eliminate combined
sewer overflows (CSOs) in
the city by increasing the
wastewater plant's capacity:.

In addition to the equaliza-
tion basin and wet weather
pump station, it also calls
for the construction of an
oxidation ditch.

Also Monday, McClung
questioned a fundraising
letter that recently was dis-
tributed by Portland Police
Department seeking to
raise $350,000 for an
“urgent request for assis-
tance” for new police vehi-
cles and equipment. The
letter was signed by police
chief Dustin Mock.

McClung said no such
request for new vehicles
has come before city coun-
cil. (It has also not been dis-
cussed with Portland Board
of Works.) He said any such
requests should come
before city council and be
discussed in public.

Golden noted that he also
heard from a resident who
was upset about the letter.
He said the resident point-
ed out that tax dollars
should go toward such
expenditures and that the
letter “felt like a shake-
down.”

Mayor Jeff Westlake said
he was aware that Mock
was writing a letter but did-
n’t know it was going out so
quickly. He took accounta-
bility for the issue but said
he has told Mock that such
issues should go through
city council.

McClung pointed out
that such equipment needs
should be considered dur-
ing the budget process.

“Being on city council,
it’s kind of like a two-way
street of trust,” added Gold-

en. “We trust that the
departments, Lori, the
mayor, everyone Wwho

comes before us, is going to
do their homework. And on
their part, they trust that
we are gonna be reasonable
in terms of granting
requests that are well-
researched. But we don’t
have any request before us
from the police department
on this matter.”

Council members also
agreed to be a challenger
for the Broadband Equity,
Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) Program after
hearing a presentation
from Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation execu-
tive director Travis
Richards and Jay County
Council member Cindy
Bracy.

Richards explained that
only selected entities —
government units, non-
profit organizations and
internet service providers
among them — can chal-
lenge the Federal Commu-
nications Commission data
regarding unserved (less
than 25-megabyte uploads
and 3-megabyte uploads

per second) and under-
served (100/20) locations.
That data will be used to
help determine funding
allocations as the federal
program has $42 billion to
expand high-speed broad-
band access nationwide.

Bracy said it is clear that
some of the current data is
incorrect.

Jay County Development
Corporation, the county,
Purdue Extension and East
Central Indiana Regional
Planning District will be
partnering to gather data in
order to submit challenges.

“The louder we are, the
better they hear,” said
Bracy, noting the impor-
tance of enlisting chal-
lengers and looking at data
from across the county.
“The better Portland is, the
better our county is. The
better our county is, the
better Portland is.”

Richards noted that a
workshop is scheduled for
5:30 p.m. Monday, March 11,
at John Jay Center for
Learning to walk residents
through the process of pro-
viding data for the chal-
lenges

The city joined the
regional planning district,
JCDC, Jay County Cham-
ber of Commerce and Unit-
ed Way of Jay County on
the local list of registered
challengers.

Also Monday, Goldswor-
thy addressed rumors
regarding grocery stores,
specifically a claim that
Aldi is interested in locat-
ing a store in Portland. He
assured residents that he,
and others, have contacted
grocery store operators,
including Aldi, and that
there is currently no inter-
est. He asked that anyone
who might have differing
information please reach
out to a council member.
“Trust me, we all would
love to have more grocery
stores, more business,”
Goldsworthy said.

McClung noted other
options such as Dollar Gen-
eral, Family Dollar, Dollar
Tree, Fisher Meats and
Jalisco Mexican Store. He
added that there is no
agreement with Walmart
about limiting competition,
as he has seen claimed on
social media.

“I don't comment
because I don’t think Face-
book is a place to conduct
government business,”
McClung said.
ilIn other business, coun-
cil:

*Heard a question from
McClung about the proce-
dure for where police vehi-
cles are repaired in
response to an item on the
claims docket that showed
repairs done at Hopkins

190 FARMERS

Repair in rural Jay County:
He suggested a request for
proposals to ensure fair-
ness.

«Approved placing a stop
sign at the intersection of
Ship and Main streets in
Portland. It also tabled
Portland Mayor Jeff West-
lake’s proposal for a four-
way stop at the intersection
of Middle and North streets
to allow council members
to look at the location.
(Goldsworthy  indicated
that he does not believe a
stop sign is necessary at the
intersection.)

*Heard Golden ask about
progress on an ordinance
to regulate where RVs can
be parked and if they can
be utilized as residences.
City attorney Wes Scheme-
naur said he was waiting
for council as a whole to
provide feedback on a draft
ordinance and suggest any
changes. Council had a
brief discussion on the
issue but did not come to
any conclusions.

«Stemming from the RV
discussion, McClung asked
how many individuals are
legally allowed to occupy a
residence.  Schemenaur
said a single-family house-
hold is considered two or
more related individuals in
the same household or no
more than three unrelated
individuals.

60 SERVICES

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

100 JOBS WANTED

COLUMN

200 FOR RENT

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS
Consignment Auction
Sale Location - Chicka-
saw, Landmark
St. Rt. 274 - Chickasaw,
Ohio
Directions: Go 4 miles
East of 127, or 6 miles
West of New Bremen to
Chickasaw
SATURDAY, MARCH
16th
10 A.M.
TRACTORS- TRUCKS-
CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT
2012 John Deere 4720
tractor with cab - 354
hours, 2021 T66 Bobcat
Skid Steer 2 speed with
enclosed heat/ac cab —
735 hours.
DRILLS, PLANTERS,
PLOWS, DISK,
TILLAGE, AUGERS
Brillion 28 ft field cultiva-
tor with harrow, John
Deere 5 shank disk chis-
el, plow, Brillion 5 ft lawn
seeder with 3 point
attachment, J&amp;M 6
inch hydraulic unload
auger for gravity wagon.
WAGONS, MANURE
EQUIPMENT, AND HAY
EQUIPMENT
New Idea 484 4x5 round
baler, Two 18 ft Bale
Queen wagons, trailer, 8
ft PTO driven
tedder/rake combo.
MISCELLANEQOUS
John Deere 997 zero
turn diesel lawn mower
with 72 inch deck, Hard-
ee tree sprayer, Live-
stock trailers, 375 board
feet of cherry wood lum-
ber, Anvils, mowers, Ele-
vators, Gates,
Duals, Tires.

This is only a partial list-
ing of equipment that
will be at the Auction.
We are still accepting
equipment on Thursday,
March 14th and Friday,
March 15th; 9am till 8pm

No Saturday Consign-
ments
Any Questions or to

consign items call Brad

Rindler 419-584-6356
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

Auctioneers bonded in

favor and licensed by

the State of Ohio

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Women’s
Building and Farmers
806 W Votaw St., Port-
land, IN
Friday Evening
March 8th, 2024
5:00 P.M..
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS
Lighted curio cabinet;
sofa; loveseat; china
hutch; tea cart; doll
house; cane bottom
chairs; cedar
chest; Heywood Wake-
field basket; hanging
lamp; small kitchen
appliances; Longaberger
baskets; Coke tray;
glass ice bucket; wood
shutters; doll house;
fiberglass step ladder;
bicycle; several boxes of
small collectibles that
have been boxed and
not sorted as of the time
of the listing; and many
other items not listed.
MAXWELL FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH
23rd, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:

7136 N 650 E. BRYANT,
IN.

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, March 10TH
from 1-3 pm, or for pri-
vate showing phone
auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE
80 Acres in Section 7,
Wabash Township. To
be offered in tracts and
combinations.
Tract 1: 2.5 Acres with 3
bed, 2 bath brick ranch
style home containing
1792 sq ft finished living
area. Attached 2 car
garage, central air, lofted
barn, detached

garage/grainery.
Tract 2: 66 Acres Practi-
cally all tillable with
frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 3: 2.4 Acres practi-
cally all tillable with
frontage on SR 67 and
CR 650 E.

Tract 4: 7 Acres Wooded
with access on CR 650
E.
TRACTOR — ANTIQUES
- MISC
Farmall A Tractor with
cycle bar mower, belly
mower and blade. 5 gal-
lon milk can. CC saw.
Chicken crate. Old
gates. Walking plows.
Old toys. Tinker toys
and games. Hand paint-
ed lamp globe.
OWNER: Laux Trust-
Thomas J. Laux Trustee
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
Check AuctionZip for
more photos.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Auction to be held at
8341 N 400 E
(Bearcreek Farms)
Bryant, Indiana
Monday MARCH 25,
2024
AT 6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE - 1675
W ST. RT. 18 BRYANT,
IN.

PARCEL #1:
Approximately 4 acres of
bare ground with
frontage on State Road
18. Possession at time
of closing.
Parcel #2:
Approximately 80 acres
with approximately 65
acres of slightly rolling
tillable ground, 9 2
acres of wooded and
4.94 acres of ditch.
Farm is rented for 2024
crop year. Buyer to
receive cash rent pay-
ment of $200.00 per
acre. Possession after
harvest of 2024 crops.
Parcel #3:
Combination of Parcel
#1 and Parcel #2 con-
taining 84.923 total
acres.

Owner confirmation day

of sale. For more infor-
mation
contact Loy Real Estate
260-726-2700 or Gary
Loy Auctioneer 260-726-
5160.
JOHN LEWIS,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy
AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY MARCH
9th, 2024
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED:

4023 S 800 W. RED-
KEY, IN.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1: 25 Acres in Sec-
tion 5, Jefferson Town-
ship with 23 acres till-
able, balance being non-
tillable and road
frontage.

Tract 2: 9.6 Acres in
Section 6, Jefferson
Township. Practically all
tillable. For more infor-
mation phone auction-
eers. Land will be sold
at 4023 S 800 W, Red-
key IN.

TRUCK — TRACTOR -
FARM EQUIPMENT —
MISC
Bambauer hog manure
hyd. hose reel, PTO
driven on transport. PTO
hog manure pump. Wil-
son 45’ hopper bottom
grain trailer. 1000-500-
300 gallon fuel tanks.
Work benches.
ANTIQUES — HOUSE-
HOLD
Plastic Marathon sign.
Garden plows. Garden
planter. Qil cans. Maytag
washer and dryer. Gladi-
ator refrigerator. Full line
of household furnishings
and furniture.
OWNER: Anita Orr,
Wade Weesner POA
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
Check AuctionZip & Auc-
tionsoft for more photos.

2?0'726'8141 for more | THE CLASSFIEDS | www.sycamorespace.co
information. . ) m
ALUMINUM SHEETS Find it Buy It
23"x30",.007 thick. Sell It! 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS
Clean and shiny on one ;
Lo S on o | (260) 726-8141 | WE PAY CASH for junk

autos. We pick up at your
The Commercial location. 1-765-546-2642

Review, 309 W Main, Cé: 71 -26|5-857-1071.
Portland 260-726-8141. ocum's calvage

four for $1.40, plus tax.

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION

Auction to be held at 8341 N 400 E (Bearcreek Farms)
Bryant, Indiana on Monday

MARCH 25, 2024

6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE - 1675 W ST. RT. 18 BRYANT, IN:

PARCEL #1:

Approximately 4 acres of bare ground with frontage on State Road 18.

Possession at time of closing. If split survey will be provided.

Parcel #2:

Approximately 80 acres with approximately 65 acres of slightly rolling tillable

ground, 9 % acres of wooded and 4.94 acres of ditch. Soils are Blount-

Glynwood, Pewamo and Glynwood. Farm is rented for 2024 crop year. Buyer

to receive cash rent payment of $200.00 per acre. Possession after harvest of

2024 crops.

Parcel #3:

Combination of Parcel #1 and Parcel #2 containing 84.923 total acres.
10% non-refundable deposit day of sale with balance due at closing. Seller will
provide survey if property splits. Seller will provide Owners Title Insurance and
General Warranty Deed. Buyer will assume taxes due and payable in November

2024 and thereafter. Any statements made day of sale take precedence over
previously written or oral statements. Owner confirmation day of sale. For more
information contact Loy Real Estate 260-726-2700 or Gary Loy Auctioneer 260-
726-5160.

JOHN LEWIS, DECEASED

LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608 Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

CR 2-28,3-11,18-2024




Junior high ACAC wrestling
is at South Adams today,

see Sports on tap
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Patriots domin

The girls took 11 events. The
boys topped 12.

Both teams dominated.

The Jay County Junior High
School swim team dominated
the Bellmont Braves on Monday,
as the Patriot boys swept to win
148-87 while the girls only
dropped one event en route to a
194-95 beatdown.

Seven Patriots ended as dual-
event winners. Cooper Glentzer
was the first Patriot to notch a
pair of victories, as he took the
50-yard freestyle in 25.83 sec-
onds and two events later he
claimed the 50 butterfly in 29.1
seconds.

Three more tankers from the
boys team took two for Jay
County. Carson Westgerdes
accomplished the feat by win-
ning the 100 freestyle (59.3 sec-
onds) and the 100 breaststroke (1
minute, 18.15 seconds).

Raif and Rocky Beiswanger
were the other multi-event win-
ners for the boys. Raif
Beiswanger came out on top of
the 200 freestyle (2:22.24) and 100
backstroke (1:09.91) while Rocky
Beiswanger captured the 100
individual medley (1:11.64) and
400 freestyle (5:07.59).

Brooklynn Byrum was the
first Patriot to put two wins on
the board for the girls team.
Early on, she topped the 200
freestyle with a time of 2:24.44,
and later pulled away with the
100 freestyle in 1:01.24.

Elly Byrum followed both of
Brooklynn’s events with victo-
ries in the 100 IM (1:11.22) and
the 400 freestyle (5:03.54).

Sports

www.thecr.com

For all of your
local sports news,
visit thecr.com

The Commercial Review

-

ate Braves

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Maria Laux ended as the only Raif Beiswanger of Jay County Junior High School swims the 200-yard freestyle during Monday’s meet against

other Patriot to claim two indi- Bellmont. Beiswanger won the event with a time of as well as the 100 backstroke en route to a sweep of the Braves.
vidual events in 50 butterfly

(32.03) and the 100 backstroke

(1:18.35). «Kaitlyn Fisher in the 50

*Boys 200 freestyle relay team *Gabrielle Gibson in the 100 onds. Later this week, Jay Coun-

Other victories came from: (1:56.67) freestyle (30.14 seconds) breaststroke (1:26.81) ty will host the ACAC tourna-
Boys 200 medley relay team _ °Girls 200 freestyle relay team  .Gillian Keller in the 1-meter ~ The only event Bellmont won ment on Friday.
(2:02.10) (1:56.08) diving (92.3 points) was the girls 300 freestyle relay,  The final meet of the year
«Girls 200 medley relay team  °Boys 300 freestyle relay team  .Tony Beiswanger in the div- in which they dominated Jay will be held at Blackford on
(2:14.65) (2:55.22) ing (92.5 points) County’s top team by 21.15 sec- March 11.

Melvin requires Giants
to stand during anthem

Serving
Indiana, Obio,
Southern
Michigan and
Northern

Kentucky

We will
build
any size

Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 7A.M. to 5 P.M.
Friday: 7 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. * Saturday: 7 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

Decatur, Indiana

260-724-3108
1-800-903-4206

By JASON MASTRODONATO
Bay Area News Group
Tribune News Service

Bob Melvin, in his first year as Giants
skipper, made a new team rule that’s been
turning heads on a national scale.

The Athletic reported last week that
Melvin is requiring his entire team — from
the bullpen coaches, to the non-roster invi-
tees, to the batboys and the trainers — to
stand on the field for the national anthem.

After the USA Today ran a similar story
over the weekend, Melvin's rule has
become a talking point in major media
outlets, with his decision earning head-
lines on both Fox News and CNN, among
others, over the last 48 hours.

Melvin explained last week that the
mandate to stand during the anthem is
“all about the perception that we’re out
there ready to play. That’s it. You want
your team ready to play and I want the
other team to notice it, too. It’s really as
simple as that.”

While standing during the anthem may
be a simple thing to Melvin, it’s been any-
thing but simple since 2016, when 49ers
quarterback Colin Kaepernick took a
knee before a preseason game as a way of
silently protesting racial injustice. His
protest drew national attention and
became a frequent talking point from
politicians, including former President

Donald Trump, who said players should
be fired for protesting during the anthem.

MLB players and managers have taken
turns finding their own ways to protest.
And in 2020, former Giants manager Gabe
Kapler took a knee during the anthem for
several games after the George Floyd
killing. Following the 2022 mass shooting
at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas,
that killed 21 people, Kapler made the deci-
sion to regularly stop standing on the field
during the anthem.

He explained on his personal blog that
he didn’t feel like standing was appropri-
ate.

“We thoughtlessly link our moment of
silence and grief with the equally thought-
less display of celebration for a country
that refuses to take up the concept of con-
trolling the sale of weapons used nearly
exclusively for the mass slaughter of
human beings,” he wrote. “We have our
moment (over and over), and then we move
on without demanding real change from
the people we empower to make these
changes. We stand, we bow our heads, and
the people in power leave on recess, cele-
brating their own patriotism at every
turn.”

Melvin insists his decision to require all
players to stand isn’t political. He told USA
Today on Friday that it’s about bonding a
group of new players.

Sports on tap

consin (FS1)

photos of their catches with a measuring

Local schedule
Thursday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling
ACAC tournament at South Adams -
5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:
FC Kobenhavn at Manchester City (CBS)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Villanova at Seton Hall (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL: Buffalo Sabres at
Toronto Maple Leafs (TNT)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Tennessee at South Carolina (ESPN2);
Northwestern at Michigan (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies
at Philadelphia 76ers (Bally Indiana); Los
Angeles Clippers at Houston Rockets
(ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: UConn at Marquette (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
Indiana at Minnesota (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Detroit Red Wings
at Colorado Avalanche (TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA: Milwaukee Bucks at
Golden State Warriors (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Fresno State at New Mexico (FS1)

Thursday
1 p.m. — MLB spring training: Atlanta
Braves at Boston Red Sox (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at
New Jersey Devils (ESPN)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
UAB at Temple (ESPN2); Rutgers at Wis-

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at Dal-
las Mavericks (TNT)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at
Denver Nuggets (TNT)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Washington at Washington State (FS1);
Colorado at Oregon (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Arizona at UCLA (ESPN)

11 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
Cal at Stanford (ESPN2); Arizona State
at USC (FS1)

Local notes
Tournament scheduled

The Fort Recovery High School volley-
ball program is holding its annual alumni
volleyball tournament on Friday, March
22.

Teams can consist of former players
or anyone living in Fort Recovery, and
don’t need to be from the same graduat-
ing class.

Entry costs are $10 per player, with
all proceeds going to the FRHS volleyball
team.

For more information, contact Travis
Guggenbiller by March 20 by emailing
guggenbillert@fortrecoveryschools.org.

Midwest Walleye Challenge

Indiana anglers are invited to partici-
pate in the 2024 Midwest Walleye Chal-
lenge, a virtual fishing tournament.

The tournament begins March 30 and
ends June 30, with walleye, sauger and
saugeye counting. Contestants need to
utilize the MyCatch mobile app to submit

device.

Participants can enter for free for the
chance at the grand prize or pay a $25
fee to be eligible for biweekly cash
prizes.

Those interested in participating can
register by visiting
AnglersAtlas.com/event/ 769 or by using
the MyCatch app. For further informa-
tion, visit on.IN.gov/walleye.

Registration open

Registration for the Dunkirk co-ed
softball league is now open.

The league will start on April 7, and
will cost $250 for each team to register.
First and second-place teams win a pay-
out of $400 and $200, respectively.

To register, call Brock Farmer at (765)
209-4289.

Challenge set

The Adams County 5K Run/Walk
Challenge for the 2024 season will begin
April 20, where participants 19-years-old
or older can compete in a total of eight
races within Adams County.

The cost to register for the challenge
is $150 and will enter participants in all
eight races, with five needing to be com-
pleted for the Challenge Series award.

Challengers don’t need to be from
Adams County, but only the first 100
entries will compete. Participation in indi-
vidual events is available as well.

To sign up or for more information,
visit www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.



